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First photo of Rodrigo 
Santino, newborn son 
| of Claudine and Каут: 


| Aragoncillo 
gets 10 years 
in prison; Erap 
says too harsh 


LEANDRO ARAGONCILLO WAS SEN- 
tenced on Wednesday to 10 years in 
prison for stealing and passing on secret. 
US documents in a bid to topple the Ar- 
тоуо administration even ousted Presi- 
dent Joseph Estrada, a recipient of Arag- 
oncillo's pilferage, called the sentence 
"harsh." 

Aragoncillo apologized for his ac- 
tions, saying he only wanted to help 
bring the Filipino people out of poverty. 

“I never intended to cause harm or in- 
jury to the United States,” said Arag- 
oncillo, a naturalized US citizen who 
was born in the Philippines. 

US District Judge William Н. Walls 
and the prosecutors agreed Aragoncillo 
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By Jocelyn R. Uy 
COMES NOW A “PRINCE” 
‘suing jailed ex-President 
Joseph Estrada in another 
case of alleged plunder. 

Lawyer Homobono 
Абага yesterday unveiled 
the new case as the 
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Water level 
in Angat Dam drops 
to critical level 


Erap sued for plunder 
hy ‘Rajah Soliman heir" 


ERAP $ИЕР/А! 


Rich Pinoys lose millions in new financial scandal 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


ANOTHER FINANCIAL SCANDAL HAS 
hit Filipino investors after online руга- 
miding schemes like Francswiss, which 
promised high returns, folded up when 
authorities exposed them. 

This time, the victims appear to be 
the well-heeled. 

‘As much as $250 million in investors’ 


funds may have been lost after the own- 
ег of a foreign exchange trading outfit 
disappeared, leaving the company’s 
bank accounts here and abroad nearly 
empty. 

Because of this, an official ofthe trad- 
ing firm called Performance Invest- 
ments Products Corp. (PIPC) yesterday 
asked the National Bureau of investiga- 
tion (NBI) to help find the company's 


Singaporean owner who is suspected of 
having salted away the funds. 

In a letter to NBI Director Nestor M. 
Mantaring, Cristina Gonzalez-Tuason, 
PIPC general manager, requested the 
help of Interpol to locate Michael H.K. 
Liew, the owner of Performance Invest- 
ments Products Corp. in the British Vir- 
gin Islands (Performance Investment, 
BvD. 


“1, together with the other investors 
of Performance Investments (BVI) have 
reason to believe that Mr. Liew unlaw- 
fully took [the] money of Performance 
Investments (ВУ) to the grave preju- 
dice of its investors, like myself,” she 
said in her letter. 

Tuason asked the NBI "to determine 
Mr. Liew’s current whereabouts for his 
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Army chief: Jonas is NPA 


Resistance 
growing vs 
Atienza as 
DENR chief 


By T) Burgonio 


A WILD FOREST OF CRITICISM HAS MET 
President Macapagal-Arroyo's decision to 
name former Manila Mayor Lito Atienza 
environment secretary in place of Angelo 
Reyes. 

“it was the unkindest cut of all,” 
Odette Alcantara of Mother Earth, who 
had closely worked with Reyes on a num- 
ber of green projects, said yesterday in a 
phone interview. 

‘Alcantara said the move was “painful” 
because it was made hours after a group 
of personalities pledged on Wednesday 
to adopt 20 million seedlings for plant- 
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Miriam: Reyes 
a bric-a-brac; 
ГІ stop him 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


ANGELO REYES’ MARCH TO HIS 
fourth Cabinet post in six years faced a 
major setback yesterday with Sen. Miri- 
am Defensor-Santiago declaring she 
would block the former generals ap- 
pointment to the Department of Energy. 
Calling Reyes a "sentimental bric-a- 
brac,” a “Cabinet surplus” with “zero” 
knowledge of energy matters, Santiago 
said she would use her veto power in the 
Commission on Appointments (CA) to 
stop his replacement of Energy Secretary 
Raphael Lotilla, a former law student of 
the senator 
“I respectfully submit to President Ar- 
MIRIAM/AI9 


Opposition 
show of unity 
highlights rift 


By Dona Pazzibugan 


WHAT WAS SUPPOSED TO BE A SHOW 
of solidarity yesterday only served to 
highlight the rift among opposition sena- 
tors 

Sen. Francis Escudero used the осса- 
sion to vent his spleen at fellow opposi- 
tion senators. 

Escudero said he had been unfairly 
criticized for turning his back on the op- 
position bloc to support fellow Genuine 
Opposition candidate (GO) Sen. 
Manuel Villar, who has allied himself 
with administration senators to keep 
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saving 4 kids іп Pagoda tra: 


By Carmela Reyes 
Inquirer Central Luzon 

Nagbal 
BOCAUE, BULACAN—THE 13- by Ela 
year-old boy who died while sav- 
ing four children from drowning 
after a pagoda sank during flu- 
vial festivities here on July 8, 
1993, has been hailed as a mod- 
ет hero in a newly published 
school textbook. 

Sajid Bulig, an elementary 
school student, is remembered 
for his bravery and heroism 
when he saved the children dur- 
ing the Krus sa Wawa feast, in 
what came to be known as the 


is writ 
vessel 


ROLE MODEL: This statue along. 
the Bocaue River honors Sajid 
Bulg who drowned 14 years ago 
after saving 4 children from a 
sinking pagoda during the “Wawa” 


Nicdao, 15, looks up at his uncle. 


WATER'S FINE: These kids are not worried about the looming water shortage in Metro Manila. They can just dive rightin and 
bathe, and have a lot of fun besides, at one of several fountains around the metropolis, this one at San Lorenzo Ruiz Park in Binondo, 
Manila. The publicis well-adhised to conserve water as the water level at Angat Dam is at a critical level. (Story in Metro, Page A21.) x 


пе for the books: Boy lost 


“Pagoda Tragedy.” according to 
the book “Ang Lahing Pilipino sa 


bagong Panahon” written 
Rose Sablaon and Lazelle 


Rose Pelingo. 
‘According to the book, which 


ten in Filipino, “А pagoda 
ferrying many passengers 
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That gives 
AFP motive 
to get him, 
says mother 


By Christine О. Avendaño 


MISSING ACTIVIST JONAS 
Burgos is a member of a unit 
of the communist New Peo- 
ple's Army based in Bulacan, 
Army chief Lt. Gen. Romeo 
Tolentino claimed yesterday. 


According to Tolentino, that was the 
finding of the background check con- 
ducted by the Army on the 37-year-old 
agriculturist, who disappeared after be- 
ing forcibly taken by an armed group 
from a Quezon City mall on April 28. 

But when reporters asked him the sig- 
nificance of the finding, Tolentino could 
not categorically say. 

“Kasi parang masalimuot ang buhay 
niyan e, masalimuot (His life seems really 
complicated), " Tolentino said of the sec- 
ond son of the late press freedom icon 
Joe Burgos. 

He said the Philippine National Po- 
lice's Criminal Investigation and Detec- 
tion Group was conducting its own in- 
vestigation of Jonas. 

Edita Burgos, Jonas’ mother, told GMA 
News that the Army's finding only bol- 
stered her conviction that the military 
was behind her son's disappearance: 
“That gives the Army motive to get him. 
That's а clear motive.” 

Burgos also said Tolentinos an- 
mouncement was "irrelevant." She said 
even ordinary criminals had to be 
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Joke only? GMA 
seeking House 
seat in 2010 


By Tonette Orejas 
Inquirer Central Luzon 


SUBIC BAY FREEPORT—HOW DOES 
Rep. Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo sound? 

While President Macapagal-Arroyo 
didn't sound serious about running for 
Congress, her mere mention of the possi- 
bility as she asked for updates on pro- 
jects here drew sharp reactions from her 
critics. 

Ms Arroyo, who's hardly known for 
Kidding around, cracked the “joke” when 
she cited the upcoming P5-billion Mt. 
Pinatubo Urgent Hazard Mitigation Pro- 
ject (PHUMP) in the City of San Feman- 
do, базтшап and Guagua towns, all іп 
her home province of Pampanga. 

‘The “joke” has been interpreted in var- 
ious ways: Asa floater to signal her 2010 
intentions, as a push for Cha-cha, or sim- 
ply as a joke. "A bad опе,” said a critic 
who didn't want to be named for fear Ms 
Arroyo was serious. 

Right after she asked Public Works 
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By Norman Bordadora 


THE OUTGOING HOUSE MAJORITY LEADER 
has raised the prospect that the lower chamber 
may not be able to elect a speaker on Monday be- 
fore the President's scheduled state-of-the-nation 


address in the afternoon. 


Davao City Rep. Prospero No- 
grales, the majority floor leader in 
the 13th Congress, told reporters 
that an expected heated debate 
among members of ће adminis- 
tration coalition could eat up too 
much time and fail to immediately 
produce a speaker on the House's 
first day of session. 

He suggested that it would be 
best for the coalition to elect the 
speaker in a caucus before the cham- 
ber convened three days from today. 

“Before it was easy because the 
speakership was settled early. 1 
don't know this time...because the 
speakership this year is hotly con- 


DOOD 


tested, kakabahan ka talaga (one 
can't help being nervous),” No- 
grales said at the weekly Usaping 
Balita news forum in Quezon City. 

"Tam not saying that this scenario 
(of not having an elected speaker on 
time) will happen. Lets see how 
things develop. Itis still four days be- 
fore the opening of Congress. We (in 
the administration coalition) might 
still reach а consensus before that 
time,” he added. 


First among equals 

But hours later Nograles said it was 
next to impossible for legislators to fail 
to elect their “frst among equals” be- 
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peaker-less House feared 


Solon says row may delay election of chamber’s leader before Sona 


fore the customary time for inviting 
the President to the House. 

"Thats close to impossible not to 
be able to elect а speaker before a 
state ofthe nation,” Nograles said. 

"Anyway, the worst-case sce- 
nario will be to have a designated 
congressman to act as the presid- 
ing officer. But that's unthink- 
able," added Nograles, a lawyer. 

Nograles is a member of Lakas 
and is supporting Pangasinan 
Rep. Jose de Venecia's bid for a 
fifth term as speaker. 


Secret vote 

Before the House members 
choose between Speaker Jose de 
Venecia of Lakas and Cebu Rep. 
Pablo Garcia of the Kabalikat ng 
Malayang Pilipino for their leader, 
they are expected to debate exten- 
sively on how the voting will be 
done—whether by viva voce, that 
is, in accordance with existing 
House rules, or by a secret vote. 

The Garcia camp has said that it 


Party-list solons back JDV 


A SURGE OF SUPPORT FROM NEW- 
ly proclaimed party-list congressmen 
further boosted Speaker Jose de 
Veneciz's bid for a record fifth term, 
even as Metro Manila lawmakers 
unanimously rejected the secret bal- 
Jot method in choosing the speaker of 
the 14th Congress. 

Eleven moderate party-list congress- 
men representing eight political orga- 
nizations immediately endorsed De 
Venecia's bid yesterday after they took 
their oaths before the Speaker, putting 
further distance between De Venecia 
and his rival, Rep. Pablo Garcia. 

Rep. Rene Velarde representing Buhay, 
the biggest party-list organization with 
three seats, led the moderate party-ist 
members in endorsing De Venecia. The 


JOIN THE PUBLIC AUCTION OF 


lawmakers praised De Venecia for his 
“coalition-building skills” and his advoca- 
cy of “politics of the center" 

Veteran APEC party-list 
Emesto Pablo said there was a 
“groundswell of support for Speaker 
De Venecia from the middle forces 
and the moderates in the home- 
stretch of the speakership race.” 

"Three other moderate party-list rep- 
resentatives are set to endorse De Vene- 
cia. That would raise to 14—and a ma- 
jority of the 24 incoming party-list rep- 
Tesentatives—the number of party-list 
members supporting De Venecia. 

“Тһе moderates and exponents of 
liberal and constitutional and centrist 
liberal democracy are for me—and 1 
thank them for their invaluable sup- 


port. They comprise the rainbow par- 
ty-list coalition which supports our 
policy to build alliances and consen- 
sus,” De Venecia said. 

Aside from Velarde and Pablo, 
those who took their oath and 
pledged support for De Venecia are: 
Reps. Carissa Coscolluela and Erwin 
Tieng of Buhay; Edgar Valdez of 
АРЕС; Mariano Piamonte of A Teach- 
ег; Robert Estrella of Abono, Nicanor 
Briones of AGAB Guillermo Cua of 
Coop-Natcco, Leonila Chavez of Bu- 
til, and Carol Lopez of the Youth 
against Crime and Poverty or Yacap. 

Also yesterday, De Venecia Thursday 
hailed Metro Manila lawmakers’ unani- 
mous decision to reject use of the secret 
ballot in selecting the speaker 
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wil insist on secret balloting and wil 
move fora division of the House for its 
adoption as a rule after an expected 
heated debate. It believes a secret vote 
В necessary for a truly independent 
exercise of choice among members. 
Garcia's secretvote proposal has 
the support of some administration 
and opposition House members, The 
secret balloting also has the support of 
a number of fist-term members. 
Aside from the secret vote issue, 
another proposed amendment that 
might take some time to iron out is 
the one which seeks to allow mem- 
bers of the opposition to vote among 
themselves the minority flor leader. 


Fireworks 

House rules state that the second 
placer in the speakership race will be 
the minority leader. With only 30 or 
зо members, the opposition in the 
House virtually has по chance of 
placing second to either De Venecia 
of Lakas and Garcia of Kampi. 

“There will be fireworks on Mon- 


ministration coalition. 


Friends in House 


Leandro Mendoza (left). 


day but 1 expect the voting to finish 
by noontime,” said Nueva Vizcaya 
Rep. Carlos Padilla, the minority 
floor leader in the 12th Congress. 

“In the event that we fail to 
elect a speaker, we can elect an 
interim speaker. So that there will 
be no further heated discussion, 
we propose that the interim 
speaker come from the ranks of 
the opposition," Padilla said. 

Both the contenders for the 
post of speaker come from thead- 


"In the US, what they do is that. 
they assign the oldest member of 
the House to become the interim 
speaker. I don't think that will do 
here, because the oldest con- 
gressman is Garcia,” Padilla said. 
Garcia is 81 years old. 
Zamboanga Del Sur Rep. Anto- 
nio Cerilles, who supports Gar- 
cia's speakership bid, said the is- 
sue behind the secret vote is to 
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ensure that a House member cast 
his or her vote without fear of of- 
fending anybody. 

“Speaker De Venecia has many 
friends in the House. Even Gina 
(the Speaker’s wife) has many 
friends among the congressional 
(spouses). But that is not the is- 
sue here. It is the leadership of 
the House that is at stake and the 
need for reforms,” Cerilles said. 
“Why are they afraid of a secret 
balloting?” 

De Venecia was earlier report- 
ed to have said he was amenable 
to a secret vote but later took 
back the statement. He said Lakas 
‘was opposed to a secret vote. 

“A secret vote will be favorable 
to the opposition because one 
will no longer know who voted 
for the second placer who will 
constitute the minority,” Padilla 
said. “In this case, the only ones 
who will constitute the minority 
will be the ones who wish to be 
part of the minority" Padilla said. 
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PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo in Subic Bay with Secretaries Hermogenes Ebdane and 


ТЕЗ 


Bishop reminds GMA 


of past Sona 


By Nikko Dizon 


EVEN AS PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYO 
prepares to deliver her seventh State of the Ма- 
tion Address (Sona) before the joint session of 
‘Congress on Monday, a Church official sought 
to remind her that she allegedly still has го ful- 
fill the promises that she made in her very first 
Sona six years ago when she delivered her dra- 
matic “bangkang papel" speech. 

“All that needs to be done is to implement 
(what was promised) in her first Sona, just to ful- 
fil what has been said before, staring with the 
bankang papel. Implement those and that will be 
substantia,” said Msgr Pedro Quitorio Ш, director 
of the media office of the Catholic Bishops’ Con- 
ference of the Philippines (CBCP). 

In that first Sona in 2001, the President in- 
vited as her special guests three boys from the 
Payatas dumpsite who had written their wish- 
es for a better life on paper boats which they 
floated down the Pasig river in the direction 
of Malacafiang. The President had apparently 
read about the children. 

Malacafiang later released a statement say- 
ing the "bangkang papel" boys now had a 
fighting chance for a better life as the govern- 
ment had given their parents and guardians 
P10,000 in assistance so they could start 


promises 


livelihood projects. 

“I am hoping that all the programs 
promised would be fulfilled. In housing alorfe 
and poverty alleviation, nothing has hap- 
pened. There were programs that the goverb- 
ment was able to start but have not fully im- 
plemented," claimed Quitorio, who said he 
was not speaking for the Catholic bishops. 

‘Quitorio said the bishops have yet to issue-a 
statement on the upcoming Sona but said that 
from "reading between the lines” of the 
CBCP's statements since last year, he could 
guess at the "bishops! sentiments." 

"Since last year, the bishops have called for 
a closure in the electoral fraud issue of 2004 
and search for the truth. In January, the bisli- 
ops issued a statement on housing and envi- 
ronment. Now, they raised their concerns 
about the Human Security Act amid the Басй- 
drop of a militarized Cabinet which is terrify- 
ing,” said Quitorio in Filipino. Ў 

He said the CBCP view is that Human бесі 
rity Act, the antiterror law, should not yet be 
implemented until it is thoroughly restudied 
and certain provisions are clarified. ы 

He added that while the CBCP would not 
join the petition before the Supreme Court thát 
‘was filed by 28 groups against the HSA, the 
bishops’ "moral support” can be counted on. 3 


Militants set QC protest 


MILITANT GROUPS ARE SET TO MOUNT 
street actions in Quezon City in protest 
against the new antiterror law and political 
killings while President Macapagal-Arroyo 
delivers her State of the Nation Address be- 
fore a joint session of Congress on Monday. 

‘An estimated 10,000 to 15,000 protesters 
from four militant  groups—Bagong 
Alyansang Makabayan (Bayan), Gabriela, 
Kilusang Magbubukid ng Pilipinas (KMP) and 
Kilusang Mayo Uno (KMU)—and their allied 
organizations will be joining the day-long 
protest action, said Bayan secretary general 
Renato Reyes. 

“We're appealing to the authorities not to 
use force to break up the peaceful rally" he 
said. 

The protests will highlight the dangers of 
the Human Security Act of 2007, the new an- 
titerror law which took effect last Sunday; the 


unsolved killing of activists and militants; and 
poverty, organizers said. E 
Emmi de Jesus; the Gabriela secretary веў- 
eral, said said they expect Ms Arroyo to һар 
on the country’s economic growth and the 
creation of 1.2 million jobs from January Ф 
April in her Sona. : 
“The truth is two thirds of these jobs are fh 
the categories of unpaid family labor and dg- 
mestic helpers, jobs predominated by wom- 
en,” she said. H 
The militant Pambansang Lakas ng Kily- 
sang Mamamalakaya ng Pilipinas challenged 
the President to address the issue of tie 
killings, electoral fraud, the antiterror law, 
corruption in government, poverty, tlie 
widening gap between the rich and the poof, 
high unemployment rate, agrarian reform, 
sale of government-owned corporations arid 
Charter change in her Sona. — TJ Burgonip 
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South Korea embassy lifts ban on visa issuances 


By Tarra Quismundo теа Consul General Hong Sung. plan to address the extortion said, the Embassy was able to already paying attention to ing out a very serious alarm sig- 
mog lifted the suspension, count- problem but said he was con- defuse panic among the Korean complaints in this country and nal” to the Philippine govern. 
SOUTH KOREA YESTERDAY RE- ing on B's promise to act on те. vinced that immigration officials community in the country cur. 1 learned that Korea may take ment to address the problem of 
sumed processing visa applica- ports that several Koreans have would do something about it, de- rently numbering 80,000. action against Filipinos illegal- the Korean community. 
tions from Filipino workers as fallen victim to extortion upon scribing Wednesdays meeting as _ Appealing for understanding ly staying there. You see, I had Най he not done so, the reae 
Philippine immigration officials entering the country. “serious.” from Filipinos, Hong said the to avoid that situation,” he tion from this government would 
vowed to take action on com. “I lifted the suspension after “Iwas given the assurance that measure was the best he could said. have taken a longer time,” he 
plaints of extortion from Koreans talking with [BI] officials over they will do something about it take as the Korean immigration There are an estimated 50,000 said 
Fere, mounting grievances that lunch. They came up with a that’s why we resumed (issuing office would have had its way and Filipino workers in Korea, of || Hong had earlier apologized to 
had prompted the Embassy to very good plan that will relieve visas] and I am expecting that affected Filipino illegals in South whom 15,000 are undocument- the Department of Foreign Affairs 
suspend visa issuances on Friday. the concern of Koreans regard- measures will be taken... It was Korea had һе not enforced the ед, Hong had saidin anearlierin- for enforcing the | suspension 
Following a “convincing” ing extortion,” said Hong in a my sound judgment that they will brief suspension of visa issuances terview without first informing the DFA 
meeting with officials of the Bu- phone interview with the In- come up with solutions,” said ћете, In deciding to take the “drastic and act that the foreign office 
reau of Immigration (BI) on QUIRER. Hong. “I got information that the measure" of suspending visa is- viewed as a breach of diplomatic 
jednesday afternoon, South Ko- He declined to disclose Bs With the bureau's promise, he Korean immigration office was suances, Hong said he was “send- protocol. 
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Experts say antiterror law worse than 1984 


By Kristine L. Alave. Agabin, a former IBP official, said 
the HSA breaches an individual's 
right to privacy as it authorizes 
searches, seizures, and electronic 
and other forms of surveillance of 
suspected terrorists, 

It allows for warrantless ar- 
rests and targets individuals who 
have even the remotest links to 
suspects, he said. 

In Section 3, the HSA enumer- 
ates a dozen provisions the viola- 
tion of which could be considered 
aterrorist act. 

Both Agabin and Rene Saguisag, 
a member of the law group Mabini 
and a former senator, said they 
were most concerned about the in- 
vasion of privacy under the law. 

"This is really breathtaking. 1 
can’t think of anything awful 
enough to describe it,” Saguisag 
said. "1984 is today, 2007." 

Saguisag said the Antiterror- 
ism Council—which is supposed 
to oversee implementation of the 
law and is composed of Executive 
Secretary Eduardo Ermita, Jus- 
tice Secretary Raul Gonzalez, Na- 
tional Security Adviser Norberto 
Gonzales and other administra- 
tion officials—functions like Big 
Brother in its craving for control. 

“Таш very concerned that this 
council will be the one sowing 
fear and terror," he said. 


CUSTOM MADE RACKS, 
ІМТҮ YOU CAN TRUS: 


IT'S 2007 BUT IT FEELS LIKE 
1984. 

Law experts yesterday tore 
apart the Human Security Act 
(HSA) to expose its loopholes and 
anticonstitutional provisions, 
saying the law would make life in 
the country feel like George Or- 
wells dystopian novel, “1984.” 

Dean Pacifico Agabin, a consti- 
tutional law expert and former 
dean of the University of the Philip- 
pines College of Law, said the HSA 
imposed unprecedented restric- 
tions, which he described as “ves- 
tiges of the Orwellian Big Brother,” 
that violate the Constitution. 

"The HSA took effect on Sunday. 
Several individuals and nongovem- 
ment organizations have petitioned 
the Supreme Court to nullify it, say- 
ingitwas unconstitutional. 

George Orwell wrote the novel 
"1984" in 1949. It tells of the life 
of Winston Smith in a totalitarian 
world controlled by an entity 
called Big Brother, who uses the 
system and technological ad- 
vances to control his constituents 
and silence dissent. 


Right to privacy 
In a forum hosted by the Inte- 
grated Bar of the Philippines, 


RENE SAGUISAG 
reads an ad 
supporting the 
antiterror law during 
yesterday's forum. 
Watching are Neri 
Colmenares of Bayan 
Muna and Rowena 
Paraan of NUJP. 
жәмомоос 
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Agabin said: “As we know in 
Orwell's Big Brother, the suspect 
knows he is under surveillance. 
‘There is a sign across the street, 
‘Big Brother is watching. you. 
Here there is no notice that the 
suspect is under surveillance." 

The laws “guilty by association” 
principle would also be prone to 
abuse, Saguiseg said. Even the 
driver for an organization opposed 
tothe government could be impris- 
опей for up to 40 years, he added. 

Saguisag said the law could 
even result in more forced disap- 
pearances. 

Under the HSA, those who are. 
wrongfully detained would be 
compensated P500,000 for each 
day they spent in jail 


Slate is clean 
for Red, Moro 
rebels—Ermita 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 
and Michael Lim Ubac 


“1 think this will only compel the 
custodians to send the detainee to 
the ‘promised land. No one can af- 
ford to pay this. This is a provision. 
made by people whose feet were. 
planted in midair,” he sai. 

Lawyer Neri Colmenares of the 
Counsels for the Defense of Liber- 
ties said the group hoped the 
Supreme Court would Strike down 
the law as unconstitutional. 

Colmenares said the group was 
heartened by Chief Justice Reynato 
Рипоз leadership of а multisec 
тога] summit on July 16-17 that 
looked into the extrajudicial 
killings and forced disappearances 
under the Arroyo administration, 

“We hope the SC's civil libertar- 
ian streak would prevail," he said. 


cerned groups in the face of the 
criticism the HSA had been re- 
ceiving. 

People are terrified about the 
HSA because they only see the 
the military and police enforce- 
ment part which I believe is just 
20 percent of the law. What they 
don't realize is that it has more 
emphasis on preventive actions 
such as freezing the assets of ter- 
rorist groups and tightening our 
borders," Blancaflor said. 

He pointed out that under the 
Anti-Money Laundering Act, it 
was necessary to havea "predicate 
crime” before the authorities 
could look into the financial trans 
actions of suspected terrorist 
groups. Under the HSA, a predi- 
cate crime is not necessary, Blan- 
cafior said. 

While the council would be 
made up of the same people in se- 
curity-related | organizations, 
Blancaflor said this was a vast im- 
provement over the antiterror 
task force in the past. 

"We were only a task force be- 
fore. No government agency want- 
ей to deal with us because we were 
temporary, unlike now when we 
area council The immediate effect 
is we will have more cooperation 
from government agencies be- 
cause there is more permanency. 
Previously, their cooperation was 
calibrated and we had to work 
more on personalities to get things 
going,” Blancaflor said. 

Malacaang will officially 
mark the implementation of the 
HSA, or Republic Act No. 9372, 
on Friday, Executive Secretary 
Eduardo Ermita said yesterday. 

The Palace set the rites for July 
20 in deference to the Supreme 
Court-organized summit on ex- 
trajudicial killings on July 16-17. 


THE ANTITERROR COUNCIL 
yesterday assured communist 
and Moro rebels the “slate was 
clean” of their past offenses un. 
der the Human Security Act prior 
to the drawing up of a blacklist of 
terror groups in the country. 

Defense Undersecretary Ric 
Blancaflor explained the HSA 
was “prospective,” meaning it 
would take into account only 
those terrorist acts committed af- 
ter the law took effect on July 15. 

“If they committed terrorist 
acts before that, it will not be 
counted. To be labeled a terrorist. 
organization under Section 17, 
we have to prove to the RTC (re- 
gional trial courts) the act was 
committed after the law took ef- 
fect,” Blancaflor said. 

“This means everyone, includ- 
ing the CPP-NPA, will have а 
clean slate,” he said, referring to 
the Communist Party of the 
Philippines-New People's Army. 

Section 17 of the HSA provides 
that on the Department of Justices 
reques, any group organized to 
commit terrorism, sow panic and 
coerce the government to give in to 
an unlawful demand could be de- 
dared terrorist and ап outlawed or- 
ganization by a competent RTC. 

Blancaflor said this would 
serve as a guide for the Antiter- 
rorism Council as it buckles down 
to work on a blacklist of terror 
groups similar to the lists of the 
United States and European 
Union, both of which include the 
CPP-NPA and the Abu Sayyaf ban- 
dit group in Mindanao. 

А member of the Antiterrorism 
Council, Blancaflor said he was 
making the assurance 10 con- 


Corrections 

IN THE JULY 19 ISSUE, the front-page banner story—"Atienza 
new DENR head"—misstated the surname of a member of the 
civic organization Winner Foundation. The member’s name is 
Chit Roces—not Paterno. 

IN THE SAME ISSUE, a photo caption on the front page mis- 
spelled the first name of one of the Marine officers accused of par- 
ticipating in a coup attempt last year. The officer is Col. Arman- 
do—not Amando—Banez. 

INTHE SAME ISSUE, an article on Page A2—"Court-martial of 28 
officers loses judge"—misstated the surname of another Marine 
‘officer implicated in the failed coup plot. The officer is Col. Ariel 
Querubin—not Miranda. 

‘THE SAME ARTICLE misspelled the first name of another accused 
officer in the failed coup plot. He is Col Januario—not 
Juario—Caringal. 
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Party-list group presses withdrawal of nomination of Miriam’s son 


By Christian V. | 
Esguerra 


‘THE PEASANT PARTY- 
list group suppos- " 
edly abandoned by Introducing the 2007 
the son of Sen. Miri м : а 

ат Defensor-Santi- с: E i-i Баланы 


ago is not giving up А V. 
on its bid to with- 
draw his nomina- * = mes ате 


tion as its congres- 
sional representa- 
tive and ultimately, 
expel him from the 
group. 

Frank Roy Ribo, 
national president 
of the Alliance for 
Rural Concerns 
(ARC) yesterday 
said the party's 
lawyers were study- 
ing the possibility 
of elevating the 
case before the 
Supreme Court or 
filing a motion at 
the Commission on 
Elections. 

Ribo зай Ше 
group had been 


‘caught by surprise by j: 

the Comelecs бесі U да, ТИГИ З 

зооло маг ‘Adventure Super Sport for your recreation 
hi - Ab bec ler 

go Ш on the same i 

day that its en bane 

resolution on the 

withdrawal notice 

was released. 


Outsider 

The ARC, which 
accommodated an 
“outsider” in Santia- 
go for the May party- 
list election, got no 
word from the Com- 
elec in nearly two 
weeks since it filed 
the notice, according 
to Ribo. 

"There are loop- 
holes in the Com- 
elec decision," he 
told the INQUIRER. 
"The matter was re- 
solved based on its 
own interpretation 
ofthe rules." i 

Last July 6, the анаа z 
ЖАС ашыг е ‘Adventure GLS Sport for your family 

оду that it was моск/ргеу Interior combination 
withdrawing е қ ел 
nomination of San- жа == 
tiago for allegedly 
violating the par- 
уз constitution 
and by-laws 

Ribo had said the 
group was particu- 
Тапу irked by Santi- 
ago's decision to go 
solo during the 
campaign, ignoring 
all but one party 
meetings, then lat- 
er submitting his 
own expense report 
before the Com- 
elec. 


Шай 


Zl. 


Expulsion 
Besides the notice 
of withdrawal, a sep- 
arate move to expel" 
Santiago from the 
group was initiated 
by its national execu- 
tive committee, he 
said. 
Santiago's sur- 
prise entry into the 
ARC's fold led to % 
the allegation that Adventure GLX for your business 
it was fronting for арамен uim 
Malacafiang during 
the elections. His 
mother is a staunch ена " 
critic-turned-rabid Бозала UN, 
supporter of Presi- | eee: 
dent Macapagal-Ar- | 
royo. ik 4 


Welcome news 


à % ЕСІГІ Pom single CO MES 
Ti & previous ы [p тауа wis usa Pod 
terview, Ribo said 


the ARC accommo- 
dated the younger 
Santiago on the be- 
lief that given his 
mothers political 
clout, the group A 6 t p 
could push for its песи Bumper Skit 30 Body Graphies The Fir: 
ET КЕНЕ Eom! Ыз 

bid to extend the ре рет олу) 22 ; 
Comprehensive 
Agrarian Reform 
program. 

Yesterday, he de- 
scribed as 
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WHITE RABBIT candy brand from China being pulled out of the shelf in a Manila store. 


FRIDAY, 
JULY 20,2007 
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FORMALIN IN WHITE RABBIT 
Chinese candy maker 


protests ban from 


SHANGHAI—THE MAKER OF A POPULAR 
Chinese sweet banned by the Philippines’ Bu- 
reau of Food and Drugs has rejected reports 
they contained potentially toxic formaldehyde. 

‘The company behind White Rabbit Creamy 
Candy said independent tests it commis- 
sioned after reports of the ban first emerged 
showed zero formaldehyde content. 

“Our products have passed tests with strict 
standards and they are completely qualified,” 
Guan Sheng Yuan Group Co general manager 
Wen Mao told reporters. 

"We аге taken aback by the Philippine test 
results and regret that they have not replied 
to our request to have the test reports sent to 
us," he said, adding that China's own quality 
watchdog was still checking the sweets. 

The Philippine government confirmed on 
Wednesday it had banned the import of White 
Rabbit Candy and three other Chinese sweet 
brands after tests showed they contained 
formaldehyde. 

Health experts say the prolonged use of 
formaldehyde may lead to cancer, especially 
lung cancer. The chemical, popularly known 
as formalin, is a disinfectant and preservative 
and often used in embalming. 

‘The BFAD warned the public against buying 
and consuming White Rabbit and other imported 
Chinese food products, which, it said, contained 
formaldehyde, a carcinogenic preservative. 

Importers, distributors as well as super- 
markets, groceries and malls have been given 
15 to 30 days to withdraw the banned prod- 
ucts, or face sanctions under the Food, Drugs, 
and Cosmetics Act and other trade laws. 

Aside from White Rabbit, the other banned 
products were: the milk candy produced by the 
Fujian-based Romanticish Food Industry Co, 
with no licensed distributor; Bairong Grape bis- 
cuits, made by Donggvan Bairong Foodstuff Co. 
Lad. in Dongguan City, Guangdong and distribut- 
ed by Goodway Intemational Trading Сор. and 
Yong Kang Foods grape biscuits, manufactured 
by Dongguan Yongkang Food Co. Ld., also in 
Dongguan, with no licensed distributor. 

The agency came out with the advisory af- 
ter more than two weeks of inspecting more 
than 600 food product imports from China. 


Locally made candies safe 

Тһе BFAD clarified, however, that locally 
made White Rabbit candies were safe for hu- 
man consumption and urged the public to 
closely inspect the packaging. It said only the 
China-manufactured candies, which have for- 
eign markings on the packaging, were found to 
have been contaminated with formaldehyde. 

Also yesterday, Customs Commissioner 
Napoleon Morales announced the creation of 
a task force to prevent the entry of the Chi- 
nese food products banned by the BFAD. 

"He seid the task force would coordinate closely 


WEN МАО, the general manager of the Guan 
‘Sheng Yuan Group that produces White 
Rabbit candy, eats one of the sweets to show 
it's not poisonous, ne 


‘with the BEAD to strictly enforce the prohibition. 

Wen said his company reserved the right to 
sue the BFAD and a Philippine television sta- 
tion that aired news of the bans, which left 10 
container-loads of the sweets stranded. 

International concerns over China's food 
safety problems ballooned this year after high 
levels of toxins and industrial chemicals were 
found in Chinese exports. 

Industrial oils, acid, cancer-causing chemi- 
cals and other dangerous ingredients have 
been found in thousands of food items in Chi- 
na such as baby milk powder, rice and flour 


Series of seizures 

China has acknowledged the problems and 
vowed to take action, but has also announced 
a series of seizures of United States imports on 
safety grounds in moves seen as retaliatory. 

It closed down 180 food factories after in- 
spectors found industrial chemicals being 
used in products from candy to seafood. 

Тһе closures came amid a nationwide 
crackdown on shoddy and dangerous prod- 
‘ucts launched in December that also uncov- 
егей use of recycled or expired food, accord- 
ing to news reporters. 

China last week executed the former head 
of its food and drug safety watchdog for cor- 
ruption, in a decision widely interpreted as an 
attempt by the government to show it takes 
the problem seriously. 

Chinese officials have repeatedly blamed 
foreign media for hyping up reports of danger- 
ous goods coming out of the country’s chaotic 
and corrupt food and drug industry. AFP with 
Jerome Aning and Jeannette I. Andrade 
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among ist to 
get high-tech 
RP passports 


By Tarra Quismundo 


TODAY, 102-YEAR-OLD SIMEONA ADAMOS 
of locos Norte will be one of the first Filipinos 
to receive а maroon-colored passport, a ma- 
chine-readable travel booklet that the foreign 
office started issuing this week to catch up 
with the rest of the world. 

The Department of Foreign Affairs is releasing 
today the first batch of maroon-colored passports 
to senior citizens who were the first to apply for 
the upgraded document when the DPA initially 
offered them to the elderly, migrant workers and. 
their dependents last Wednesday. 

‘Among the first batch of recipients will be 
Adamos, whose application was submitted by 
arelative on July 18. 

‘Through its supplier, the Bangko Sentral ng 
Pilipinas (BSP), the DFA opened applications 
for the maroon passports with an initial stock 
of more than 5,000 booklets, each of whose 
pages boast advanced security features to en- 
sure that they are tamper-proof. 


Biometrics 
‘The issuance of the machine-readable passports 
(MRP), a booklet that uses biometrics on the lami- 
mated data page and embedded security images vis- 
ible only by ultraviolet light, is an interim measure 
that the DEA has adopted in the face of delays in the. 
implementation of its electronic passport project. 
‘Assistant Secretary for Consular Affairs 
Domingo Lucenario Jr. said the consular office 
hoped to issue by the second quarter of 2008 the 
more advanced chip-imbedded passports, which 
is the current gold standard in travel documents. 
“Whenever Filipinos enter international ports 
of entries, immigration oficials there have to 
manually encode their passports instead of just 
having the computer read it,” Lucenario said. 
The country has to catch up fast as the 
Philippines remains among the three percent 
of countries still not using machine-readable 
passports, he said. Even war-torn Iraq already 
has MRPs, he said. 


Bane to forgers 

“I think this will be helpful because there 
are many [scammers] who issue fake pass- 
ports,” said Esperanza Orillano, 65, a retired 
teacher who lined up to renew her passport 
yesterday at the DFA main office in Pasay City. 

Orillano, also of locos Norte, whose old 
green passport expired in May 2006, only 
learned yesterday that new passports were 
being made available to the elderly. 

‘Though seniors are given a choice between 
getting the new maroon-colored or the old- 
style green passport, Orillano said she might 
as well apply for the upgraded version. 

“If I get the old one, immigration officers 
might wonder why and might not allow me to 
leave the country,” Orillano said in Filipino. 

Felipe Diezmo Sr, 70, traveled ай the way 
from Camarines Norte to renew his passport. A 
former migrant worker, who made his first and 
only trip out of the country in 1992, needed to. 
have his travel documents renewed as his New 
Zealand-based son had invited him for a visit. 


DFA's mandate 

Lucenario said the DPA would soon an- 
nounce the date when the general public can 
start applying for maroon passports which, 
like the old one, costs P500. Citizens whose 
passports still have some years:to go before 
they expire will still be recognized, he said. 

“There's no legal obstacle for us to proceed 
with the implementation of the machine-readable 
passport project. It is our mandate and responsi- 
bility to issue Philippine passports,” he said. 

‘The DFA started issuing MRPs to government 
officials on June 18, some three months after the 
Supreme Court lifted a restraining order that a 
Pasig court had issued in response to an injunc- 
tion plea from BCA Intemational Corp., the е- 
passport projects original contractor, to stop the 
DFA from pursuing the project without i. 

The firm was dropped from the project in 
December 2005 after "it failed to deliver on 
time,” said Lucenario. 

The DFA started issuing MRPs with the help of 
the French-based Hologram Industries, which 
donated computers, printers and the software. 
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Mortar puzzle draws P64-M answer 


SANTA ROSA, LAGUNA-—SECU- 
rity forces launched counter-er- 
xorism exercises here yesterday in 
preparation for a meeting of 
Southeast Asin foreign ministers, 

Scores of police sniper teams 
conducted field drills ас the na- 
tional police training center here 
to prepare them for any trouble 
at the meeting, which starts later 
this month, they said. 

Foreign ministers from the 10 
Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations (Asean) countries and 
their counterparts from 17 other 
countries have been invited to 
the annual meeting. 

“As of today, we have not re- 
ceived any report that will indi- 


ANTITERROR TROOPS in counterterrorism drill 


Cops gird for Asean meeting 


cate any direct or specific securi- 
ty threat to the holding of the 
‘Asean activities that will com- 
тепсе on July 26 until Aug. 2,” 
Philippine National Police chief 
Oscar Calderon said in a state- 
ment. 

“Ву and large, all our security 
plans are now fully operational 
and the (Asean police security) 
is all set to implement this secu- 
rity plan for this milestone 
event," he added. 

Some:6,000 police officers 
have been mustered to secure the 
meetings, officials earlier said. 

Cebu City was forced to abort 
an Asean summit last December 
amid reports of security threats 


and an approaching storm. 

The meeting was reset and 
held without incident in January. 

Calderon said a series of dry 
runs around the meeting venues. 
began on Sunday. 

Preparatory meetings begin in 
Manila tomorrow with the Asean 
ministers arriving on July 29. Af- 
ter the ministerial meetings the 
Asean officials will meet their 
counterparts from major Asian 
players including the United 
States, China, Japan, and Russia. 

‘Asean ministers are expected 
to review the draft of a proposed 
Asean charter, the group's first 
attempt to enact written rules for 
itself Asean groups Brunei, Cam- 


bodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, 
Myanmar, the Philippines, Singa- 
pore, Thailand and Vietnam. 

‘The ministers are also set to 
review efforts to turn the organ 
zation into an “Asean Commun 
ty" through free trade under ап 
accelerated timetable to 2015. 

There will also be meetings of 
the Asean Regional Forum, 
which also includes Pakistan 
and North Korea, mainly on re- 
gional security. 

‘As part of preparations, the 
government is clearing the area 
around Manila’s International 
Convention Center of "eyesores" 
including squatter shanties, ile 
gal vendors and criminals. АЕР 
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By Christine O. Avendaño 


FORT MAGSAYSAY, NUEVA ECI- 
ja—Of some 40 mortar rounds test- 
fred yesterday one was a dud, an- 
other a misfire. 

‘The test was not conclusive but 
as the smoke cleared after Army 
and Marine personnel fired the 
60-mm and 81-mm mortar 
rounds, their officers resolved 
their ammunition would never 
again fail them as happened in 
the July 10 Basilan massacre. 

But it would cost P64 million, 
according to Army chief Lt. Gen. 
Romeo Tolentino, who came to this 
camp yesterday to see for himself 
how mortar rounds kept in storage 
and those distributed to feld units 
‘would perform in a test-firing. 

The money would go toward 
rehabilitating an initial 10,000 of 
the 37,000 mortar rounds in 
stock by changing their firing de- 
vice and propellant charge, thus 
also extending their shelf life. 

‘And since the problem of mor- 
tar rounds misfiring could also be 
traced to improper handling, mil- 
itary information chief Lt. Col 
Bartolome Bacarro said the Army 
had asked the Department of 
Budget and Management to ap- 
prove a proposal to replace the 
cardboard carrying case of the 
mortar rounds to hard plastic. 

This would ensure the ammu- 
nition won't be exposed to harsh 


environmental conditions, Bacar- 
rosaid. 

“Even if the case is exposed to 
rain, the ammunition will not be 
affected,” he told reporters. 

Yesterday's test-firing formed 
part of the military's inquiry into 
the ambush of Marines in Albar- 
ka, Basilan, two weeks ago, 

Fourteen Marines were 
killed—10 of them were behead- 
ed—after what were believed to be 
Moro Islamic Liberation Front guer- 
rillas and Abu Sayyaf bandits fired 
on the military personnel who were 
returning to camp following an un- 
successful search for kidnapped 
Italian priest Giancarlo Bossi. 

‘The government troops an- 
swered the enemies’ fire but some 
of their mortar rounds failed to 
even leave the launchers. 

Bacarto said the results of yes- 
terday's test would be collated 
along with the results of similar 
testfirings to be conducted of 
other field units’ ammo rounds. 

А total of 194 mortar rounds 
were to be tested yesterday at this 
camp, Bacarro said, 

“Ws possible the mortar rounds 
that were kept in storage would 
perform well while those already 
"with field units would not perform 
well,” Bacarro told reporters. 

“From this, we could deduce 
that what happened resulted 
from the improper handling of 
the ammunition,” he said. 


Corporal faces trial 
for sergeant’s death 


AN ARMY CORPORAL FACES 
court-martial for the accidental fatal 
shooting of an Army staff sergeant 
during a training exercise in Fort 
Magsaysay in Nueva Ecija last July 4. 

Army chief Lt. Gen. Romeo To- 
lentino said yesterday that he had 
ordered the trial, adding that Cpl. 
Edgar Caban would be charged 
for the death of Staff Sgt. Raul 
Suacillo after he accidentally shot 
the latter with a live bullet. 

He said the charge to be 
brought against Caban before a 
military court was equivalent to a 
charge of homicide through reck- 
less imprudence in civilian courts. 

But before Саһап% case was 
brought to the military court, һе 
said he ordered that a pre-trial in- 
vestigation by military lawyers 


first be conducted. 

The Army chief said he over 
tumed the recommendation of the 
Army Inspector General that Ca- 
ban be charged in a civilian court. 

"Because this is a crime between 
soldiers, it should be tried before our 
‘court martial," he told reporters. 

"Tolentino said he gave the or- 
der four days ago. 

He also said that he had or- 
dered that five other Army per- 
sonnel who participated in the 
training exercise be penalized as 
well due to negligence. 

Tolentino praised Suacillo, who 
was credited for being responsible 
for killing top Abu Sayyaf leader 
Abu Solaiman early this year, say- 
ing, "He is a big loss to the organi- 
zation.” Christine Avendaño 


Memorial Mass for Butch Marcelo 


A MEMORIAL MASS FOR 
Roberto “Butch” Marcelo will be 
held tomorrow, Saturday, 5 
p.m., at the chapel of the 51st 
ingineering Brigade headquar- 
ters in Camp Rigoberto Atienza, 
Libis, Quezon City. 

Marcelo, of Los Angeles and 
Marikina City, died of cancet on 
July 10, in Glendale, California, 
He was 56. 

His body was cremated on 
Thursday. 


Marcelo was one of the 17 
young men who founded the Zeta 
Phi Sigma fraternity at the Uni- 
versity of the Philippines in 1969. 

Zetans in Metro Manila are 
invited to attend the memorial 
service and fellowship in re- 
membrance of ZPS No. 
3—Marcelo's batch number—to 
be hosted by Maj. Gen. Cyrano 
"Rani" Austria. Dinner will be 
served at the clubhouse after 
the Mass. 


= Wireless and Rechargeable Microphone 
а Microphone Dock with Charger Function 
= 8 Hours Usage Time with 7 Meter Range 
a Ten Song Chip Slots 
» Key-in Songs from the Microphone Dock 
or the Remote Control 
= Page Scrolling 
а Bundled with the Challenge 100 
and Omok Games 
= 3rd MICROPHONE Input 
а 2,064 Built-in Songs 
= Superior Sound Quality 
= USB Functionality 
» Record & Play Your Songs 
» Import YOUR OWN Video Backgrounds 
= 12-Month Warranty 


d acu т 


THE DAILY GOSPEL 


Friday, July 20, 2007 

15th Week in Ordinary Time 
Ist Reading: Ех 11:10-12:14 
Gospel: Matthew 12:1-8 

Tc happened that Jesus walked through the wheat fields on a Sab- 
bath. His disciples were hungry, and began to pick some heads of 
wheat and crush them to eat the grain. When the Pharisees noticed 
this, they said to Jesus, "Look at your disciples; they are doing what is 
prohibited on the Sabbath!” 

Jesus answered, “Have you not read what David did when he and 
his men were hungry? He went into the house of God, and they ate the 
bread offered to God, although neither he nor his men had the right to 
eat it, but only the priests. And have you not read in the Law that on 
the Sabbath the priests in the Temple break the Sabbath rest, yet they 
are not guilty? 

* tell you, there is greater than the Temple here, If you really knew 
the meaning of the words: It is mercy I want, not sacrifice, you would 
not have condemned the innocent 

"Besides the Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath." 

Commentary 

Egypt does not want to let the slaves go. Moses and Aaron teach the. 
people the ritual of Passover, with each family or group sharing a lamb 
‘and taking its blood to smear their doorposts with its blood. At night, 
they are to stand and eat the lamb with bitter herbs and unleavened 
bread, because they are to leave in haste once the angel of death passes 
over them, striking every first born of Egypt. And finally Pharaoh will let 
them go. This is the memorial of Passover—the central liturgy of the Je 
ish people—the promise of fullness of life in Jerusalem. Jesus’ own life, 
death, and resurrection brings to reality the Passover ritual and experi 
ence for all peoples through Easter/baptism and Eucharist. 

Jesus lives this mystery of the Passover and the Sabbath deeply and it is 
for the freedom and liberation of all peoples. David took the bread from 
the sanctuary to feed his men and Jesus will take his life and his body to 
feed his hungry people. What God wants, and has ever wanted, is freedom 
{or all, mercy for ail, and life for ай. These words ofthe Son of Man will be 
арап of what sets in motion Jesus’ own Passover and our being saved 
from death, sin, and slavery. 
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IZA CALZADO: Perfect in the original. 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. 


“HOPEFULLY, THIS WILL OPEN DOORS 
for other Filipino actors," said actress Iza 
Calzado, who bagged a role in “The Echo," 
the English-language remake of Filipino di- 
rector Yam Laranas’ horror film “Sigaw.” 

Calzado will be sharing the sereen with 
Hollywood actor Jesse Bradford, who was last 
seen in Clint Eastwood's World War II epic 
“Flags of Our Father.” 

In "The Echo,” Bradford will portray an ex- 
convict who gets entangled in the troubles ofa 
battered wife, to be played by Calzado. 

“Тіней the people in Hollywood that there 
are many other Filipino actors who are more 
beautiful and more gifted than Lam,” Calzado 
told the Inqum. "T am nothing compared to 
the veteran actors that I work with on [the 
GMA 7 soap opera] "Impostora," for example. 1 
leam so much from them." 

Although she would be reprising а role that 
"won her an Urian Best Supporting Actress 
award in 2005, Calzado still had to audition 
for the part and, in the final round, went up 
against three foreign actresses. 

“іе sent my audition piece through the In- 
temet over a month ago,” she recalled. “Yam's 
apprentice, Chuck Gutierrez, directed my 
screen test. I just read lines of dialogue from 
the script.” 

Calzado's boyfriend, band manager Jerry 
Garcia, helped her “coordinate with the US- 
based producers. He's my representative there 
and he's doing it for free, she said, laughing 
Perfect in original 

Apparently, the producers liked what they 
зам. 

Ruben Nepales, молга Hollywood corre- 
spondent, quoted Laranas as saying that pro- 
Чисег Roy Lee agreed with his choice of Calza- 
do. Lee reportedly said: "She was perfect in 
the original. Why shouldn't we get her for the 
remake?” 

Apart from her exotic beauty, “she's very 
professional. She's a natural actress, very in- 
ternal. You dont see acting in Iza—she be- 
‘comes the character. She can compete in the 
world arena," Laranas said. 

Before flying to Los Angeles three months 
ago, Laranas told the Ingumer that Calzado 
"can very well be our Penelope Cruz." 

Calzado, however, is not one to rest on her 
laurels. 

“1 was worried about my accent. Tm more 
comfortable speaking Filipino. My friends 
kept telling me that I should practice speaking 
English, with an American twang,” the 24- 
year-old actress said. 

With a month to go before the start of 
shooting in Toronto, Canada, Calzado is prim- 


Iza Calzado hopes to blaze 
Hollywood trail for Pinoys 


ing herself for the challenge. 


New York setting 

“Actually, Im going to ask Yam about my 
characters background,” she said. "The re- 
make is set in New York. In the original my 
character was an out-of towner. So that means 
my character doesn’t need to have a New York 
accent" 

Shes considering hiring a dialect coach, 
though. 

“I want to be prepared when I go to Toron- 
to,” she said. "Тт so tense. 1 want to call 
[award-winning filmmaker] Peque Gallaga 
and enroll in his acting workshop." 

She worked with Gallaga in the 2005 film 
“Pinoy Blonde” and took an acting workshop 
under him in preparation for last year's “Eter- 
nity” 

She is set to leave mid-August and will stay 
in Toronto for three weeks. 

“Three and a half weeks, maximum,” she 
said. “Iam so thankful to GMA 7 because the 
network has allowed me to do The Echo." 


Has what it takes 

Ida Henares, assistant vice president and 
head of GMA Artist Center, told the Ingumer 
the network was "supporting Iza 100 per- 
cent" 

“Tve always desired bigger venues for our 
artists. 1 know Iza has what it takes to go inter- 
national and she will be enriched by this expe- 
rience. This is a welcome opportunity” 
Henares said. 

Jolina Magdangal, Calzado's costar in the 
GMA Films horror flick “Ouija,” is confident 
her friend would do well abroad. “Iam so hap- 
py for her. With her looks and talent, she could 
give Hollywood actresses a good fight.” 


Lots of prayers 

Lito Calzado, 1245 father, said his daughter 
prayed the novena to the Sacred Heart of Je- 
sus prior to winning the role. 

“Î also prayed to St Therese. | think 1 
prayed to ай ће saints know ра said. "This 
is really a testament to the power of prayer” 

Although Laranas has confirmed that 
Calzado had the role in the bag, the actress is 
not taking any chances. 

Shei scil praying to the saints that her Hol- 
Iywood sojoum would push through without 
a bitch. 

In an earlier interview, she said her biggest 
worry was not being member of the Screen 
‘Actors Guild (SAG) іп фе United States 

Before foreign actors can work in Holly- 
wood productions, they must become mem- 
bers of SAG, she said. 

“think Yam and the producers are working 
to get hera SAG card,” Henares said. 
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Cyber cops patrol Internet 


By Alcuin Papa 


Exploited Children (СМЕС), the In- 


terpol, the United States Embassy 


HUMAN TRAFFICKERS, ONLINE 
child molesters and perpetrators, 
of child pornography beware! 

The Philippine National Police 
(PNP) now has cyber cops trawling 
the Internet for websites that traffic 
Filipino women and children and 
abuse children online. 

According to Director Geary 
Barias, chief of the PNPs Direc- 
torate for Investigation and Detec- 
tive Management, а proposal to set 
up a dedicated Women and Chil- 
dren's Crimes Division (WCCD) in 
‘Camp Crame has been approved by 
the National Police Commission. 

‘The new unit, which will be oper- 
ational by end-August, will focus on 
child pornography and the traffick- 
ingof females, on and off the web. 

Yesterday around 100 police off- 
cers and government prosecutors 
finished а four-day course for law 


enforcers on how to 


and Microsoft Phil. 
“The seminar is an eye-opener 
for law enforcers on the existence of 
child pornography and human traf- 
ficking. We are committed to con- 
trol all crimes, in the virtual world 
or otherwise,” Barias said. 
He said it gave the PNP the op- 
portunity to network with foreign 
counterparts and to strengthen rela- 
tionships with international law en- 
forcement agencies in the fight 
against transnational crimes. 
Chief Supt. Yolanda Tanigue, 
chief of the DIDM's women and 
children’s crimes division, said the 
new cyber cops would be using 
“sting” and surveillance operations 
against child molesters. 
“We will have agents posing as 
children online to chat with mo- 
Jesters. We can set up a meeting and 
nab them,” she said. 


address the trafficking 
of children and wom- 
en on the Internet, 
‘The seminar, held at 
the National Defense 
College of the Philip- 
pines (NDCP), fea- 
tured speakers from 
intemational groups 
like the Intemational 
Centre for Missing and 
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She said the law enforcers learned during the 
course that certain online communications can 
now be used as evidence in cases against perpe- 
trators, 

In the case of websites featuring child pomnog- 
raphy, Chief Supt. Rodolfo Mendoza said the 
DIDM would use “computer forensics” to track 
down the operators of the website. 
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Egyptian jurist 
defends shariah 


ISLAMIC, OR SHARIAH LAW, 
which is now being observed in 
Muslim Mindanao, is meant “to 
protect the weak and powerless 
from the powerful,” a visiting se- 
nior Egyptian Islamic jurist said 
yesterday. 

Dr. Adel Omar Sherif, who 
spoke on shariah as a way of life 
and law and on Egypr's.contribu- 
tion to the modern interpretation 
of shariah, said shariah should 
continue to coexist with other le- 
gal systems for the protection of 
human dignity. 


Raise knowledge 

“We have to look into a future 
where the worid is a single unit 
.. every country participating in 
this peaceful, connected, commu- 
nicating world, sharing values аз 
fellow human being to another 
we should all be flexible to ac- 
commodate other cultures by 
raising knowledge,” Sherif said in 
his speech at an ongoing lecture 
series co-hosted by the Supreme 


law. 


Davao 


Court at the Ateneo de Davao 
University. 

Chief Justice Reynato Puno, in 
his closing remarks, said а syn- 
thesis of the varying norms of law 
and jurisprudence, Islamic or oth- 
erwise, must be explored and 
maintained. 


Honorary doctorate 

Sherif was conferred ап hon- 
orary doctorate by the Ateneo 
de Davao in recognition of his 
contributions in the fields of hu- 
man rights, constitutional is- 
sues, judicial independence, 15- 
lamic law and environmental 


Also present were Associate 
Justices Antonio Carpio and 
‘Antonio Eduardo Nachura, and 
officials of 
and 
from the lecture series’ 
sponsors, the Philippine Judi- 
cial Academy and Philippine 
Association of Law Schools 


the Ateneo de 
representatives 
со- 
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AFTER THE FALL: The Army test-fires a batch of 
mortar ammo (at top and extreme right) used 
Basilan at Fort Magsaysay, Nueva Ecija. (Inset) 
Capt. Harold Cabunoc compares the dry propellant 
charge of a mortar round (on his right) to the wet 
propellant charge used by the Marines in Basilan. 
This has led to a recommendation to weather-proof 


the ammo's canisters. (At right) A soldier checks a 
mortar round that failed to explode. (See story on 


brought before the courts to face trial. 

“That is the democratic way of life. Re- 
gardless of one's ideological belief, 
whether he is rich or poor, he has a right 
to be free," Burgos said. 


‘Codename’ 

Speaking with reporters at Fort 
Magsaysay in Nueva Ecija, where he at- 
tended the test-firing of a batch of mor- 
tar rounds used in Basilan last week 
where 14 Marines were killed, Tolentino 
said the Army had learned that Jonas 
маз a member of the МРАЗ Front Com- 
mittee 2 based in Bulacan. 

Tolentino said Jonas even had a “code 
name” but that he could not recall it at 
the moment. 

He declined to say more, claiming that 
the Army would be accused of bias if he 
did so. He said it would be “better” ifthe 
other investigative agencies with which 
the Army was coordinating disclosed the 
details. 

Tolentino had ordered an Army in- 
quiry into Jonas’ background after the 


2 


A аа 


Commission on Human Rights suggested 
that doing so might unearth clues to his 
disappearance. 

Тһе military became a prime suspect 
in Jonas’ disappearance after the plate 
number of the abductors’ supposed get- 
away vehicle was traced to an impound- 
ed vehicle parked in the Army's 56th In- 
fantry Battalion camp in Norzagaray, Bu- 
lacan. 

Army officials claimed that the li- 
cense plates of the impounded vehicle 
had been stolen, apparently when the 
battalion was retraining outside the 
camp from November 2006 to March 
2007. 

The battalion commanders have since 
been admonished by the military leader- 
ship for negligence. 

Tolentino himself was recently linked 
to Jonas disappearance. According to an 
informant of the Department of Justice, 
the Army chief's staff car, a Toyota Altis, 
was one of the two backup vehicles used 
by the abductors. 

But Tolentino denied that the car had 
been used for such a purpose. He said the 


TOLENTINO 


car was used by his wife to attend official 
functions. 

He dismissed the informant's claim as 
“malicious.” 


Opposition show of unity highlights 


From page Al 


the Senate presidency. 

As a result, the administration bloc 
would likely remain the Senate majority 
while the opposition would still be rele- 
gated to being the minority. The majority 
usually gets the chairmanships of the 
major committees. 

Opposition Senators Jinggoy Estrada 
and Alan Peter Cayetano, who have also 
sided with Villar, aired their sentiments, 
albeit in a more subdued manner, before 
the gathering, 

Opposition stalwarts gathered at Club Fil- 
ipino in Greenhills, San Juan, for their first 
meeting since the May 14 elections. 


Spearheaded by Binay 

The event was spearheaded by Makati 
Mayor Jejomar Binay, chair of the United 
Opposition party and convenor of the 
Genuine Opposition coalition. 

Opposition leaders led by deposed 
President Joseph Estrada, party repre- 
sentatives and all the senators who at- 
tended gave “solidarity messages.” 

In a speech videotaped from his deten- 
tion in Тапау, Rizal, Estrada emphasized 
the need to keep the opposition united. 

The elder Estrada was publicly ас- 
knowledged for his role in the campaign 
ofthe GO senatorial ticket which included 
personalities that played key roles in his 
impeachment and ouster six years ago. 

"What we achieved during the last 
elections, we owe to the Filipino people 
who voted for us for a common purpose 
to be the watchdog of this oppressive ad- 
ministration,” he sai 

"So for our nation's sake, we must re- 
main united so we can continue to work 
to uplift the Filipino masses,” he added. 

Binay, for his part, projected a sense of 


celebration, claiming the election was а 
“victory for us in the Genuine Opposi- 
tion." But he also acknowledged that the 
opposition’s numbers in the House of 
Representatives and in local government 
positions had declined. 

“Тһе message here is to show that the 
‘opposition is here despite all the rumors. 
We have a good attendance. The leaders 
are here. They're all here,” Binay told re- 
porters later. 


Escudero for Villar 

When it was his curn to speak, Escudero 
portrayed himself as the offended party 
even as he justified joining Vilar. He said 
he had not changed his position on issues 
hounding the Arroyo administration. 

“For two weeks, we chose to remain 
silent despite the accusation that we 
joined the other side. We chose to be 
silent upon the request of President 
Estrada to maintain unity in the opposi- 
tion,” he said. 

“Who is the real opposition? Those 
who speak a lot and foster divisiveness or 
those who control their emotions though 
they are hurt?” he went on. 

Escudero even chided other opposi- 
tion senators for thinking this early 
about the 2010 presidential election. 
“Can we set aside our personal inter- 
ests?” he said. 

He did not say who he alluded to. “We 
have been with the opposition for a long 
time. We will remain with GO," he said. 

‘The parties in the GO coalition are the 
PDP-Laban, Liberal Party, Aksyon 
Demokratiko, Nacionalista Party and the 
Pwersa ng Masang Pilipino. It also in- 
cluded militant party-list groups and 
other anti-Arroyo civic groups. 

Cayetano and Estrada kept their 
speeches short. 


‘Quoting Inquirer columnist Conrad de 
Quiros, Cayetano said it was a tragedy 
that the opposition was divided over the 
Senate presidency issue. 

"Tm reaching out to all members of 
the GO. Ler's honor the sacrifice of (for- 
mer President Estrada). Let's just say 
мете all wrong and mend fences. Let's 
keep the coalition going," he said. 


Cayetano, Estrada also for Villar 

In interviews on the sidelines, 
Cayetano and Estrada explained they 
found nothing wrong in choosing Villar 
over Sen. Aquilino "Nene" Pimentel Jr. 
because both were with the opposition 
anyway 

“You can't blame Villar. It was his posi 
tion. You have to grant it to him," said 
Estrada. 

He denied he has asked for a position 
but said he would accept the post of Sen. 
ate President pro tempore, the second 
highest position in the Senate, if his col- 
Jeagues would vote for him. 

“T ever I vote for Villar that does not mean 
1 align myself with the administration. 1 will 
remain in the opposition,” he said. 

Mestizo opposition 

He also had sharp words for fellow op- 
position senators. 

‘Many pretend they are members of 
the opposition. There's a mestizo admin- 
istration, mestizo opposition,” he said, 
without naming anyone. 

The young Estrada noted that some 
were focused on the 2010 (presidential) 
election. 

Cayetano also said the issue over the 
Senate presidency was clouded by presi- 
dential ambitions. “its definitely affect- 
ing how people are moving,” he said. 

He confirmed he would vote for Villar. 
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Public school teachers, principals, su 
pervisors and other school officials be- 
longing to the Kapisanan ng mga Gurong 
Retirado (Kaguro) said they were joining 


rift 


“I had a one-on-one with him. He said 
there will be no hampering of investiga- 
tions but let's make sure the Senate is not 
used for partisan politics, he said. 

‘Cayetano said it was his fellow opposi- 
tion senators who suddenly turned against 
Villa. “1s it our fault if administration sena- 
tors voted for Villar?” he said. 


Blue ribbon committee 

Escudero, Cayetano and Estrada said 
they wanted the major committees to Бе 
chaired by opposition senators, particu- 
larly the blue ribbon committee. 

But only Estrada unequivocally said 
he would withdraw his support for Villar 
if the committee went to administration 
Sen. Joker Arroyo, who has been criti- 
ized for not pursuing the investigation 
of the Jose Pidal issue. 

Villar was reportedly still out of the 
country. Pimentel was also а no-show, 
along with Senators Panfilo Lacson, 
Manuel Roxas Il and Loren Legarda, who 
reportedly supports Pimentel. 


Noynoy hasn't made choice 

Sen. Benigno “Noynoy” Aquino Ш 
kept his speech short mostly to thank the 
opposition leaders for their support in 
the last elections, 

Interviewed on the sidelines, Aquino 
said he spoke with Escudero and 
Cayetano on Wednesday night. He said 
he was “fully confident that in address- 
ing the people's issues they will not be 
found wanting.” 

But Aquino said he was still disap- 
pointed by the decision of the others to 
bolt the main opposition bloc because he 
preferred that the opposition bloc be the 
Senate majority. 

“Unfortunately the administration will 
have equal or even greater say in that 


Edita Burgos, herself a former public 
school teacher, іп asking the government 
to “leave no stone unturned” to find her 
son. 

"We empathize with the members of 
the Burgos family in the situation they 
are in. We pray and hope that [Jonas] is 
still alive,” Kaguro secretary general Eu- 
sebio S. San Diego said in a statement is- 
sued after the group's latest quarterly 
meeting held in Bagong Pag-asa, Quezon 
City. 

San Diego said Kaguro would “help in 
whatever way, however humble and in- 
significant,” in tracing Jonas’ where- 
abouts. 

"We come from different parts of the 
country, and [this fact] can help," he 
said. 

Kaguro recalled that Ang Раһауа- 
gang Malaya, “which was edited and 
published by Joe Burgos during the 
dark years of martial law, [took] up 
the cudgels for teachers in its opin- 
ion section and gave prominence to 
their mass actions in its news 
pages. 


coalition,” Aquino said. “I can't be in a 
coalition with administration senators.” 

He said he had not made a choice be- 
tween Villar and Pimentel. 

“Не (Villar) never talked to us. We 
keep hearing he talks to the administr 
tion. We find that hard to understand, 
Aquino said. 


Trust. 

Francisco Nemenzo, e former Univer- 
sity of the Philippines president, was 
among the last to give a message of soli 


* darity. 


“1 realized the need for making tacti- 
cal maneuvers ... I don't care about the 
Senate presidency but I hope the opposi- 
tion will come up with a common stand 
instead of making private deals with the 
administration,” Nemenzo said. 

“Its not just that you ask us to trust 
you. You also have to show you deserve. 
our trust," he added. 

Unfortunately by the time he took the 
floor, his intended audience Escudero, 
Cayetano and Jinggoy Estrada had al- 
ready left. 

Binay took the middle ground, saying 
the coalition has no official stand. But he 
said opposition senators could not be 
faulted for choosing Villar because he 
was also an opposition senator. 


Bro. Ed not for GMA 

Former Vice President Teofisto Guing- 
ona also gave a solidarity message. For- 
mer presidential candidate Eddie Vil- 
lanueva sent a representative, Luis Si- 
son, to read his message. Sison denied 
that Villanueva had turned “pro-Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo.” 

Most of the principal leaders of the 
parties in the GO coalition were not pre- 
sent. 


One for the books: Boy lost life saving 4 kids in Pagoda tragedy 


Frompage Al 
sank during the 1993 annual Pagoda fes- 
tival in Bocaue. Sajid was among the 279 
fatalities of that accident. He died after 
rescuing four children from drowning.” 

The book, which was published in 
February 2007 by Rex Bookstore, is used 
asa textbook for Sibika classes in private 
and public elementary schools. 

Uanjiza Mercado, Sajid’s sister who 


) 


teaches computer courses at St. Paul 
Catholic School here, said her brother 
made the family proud every time the 
town celebrates the annual Krus sa 
Wawa festivities. 

Bulig's story of heroism is found in a 
chapter on the “Mga Huwarang Filipino” 
under the topic “Mga Makabagong 
Bayani.” 

^L am glad that many of our children 


are interested іп Sajid's Ме and the good 
things he did. He serves as a real model 
for the youth today" Mercado told the 
INQUIRER. 

Edna Zerrudo, Department of Educa- 
tion's schools division superintendent in 
Bulacan, said the book was a good edu- 
cational tool that teachers can use to 
teach students about Bulig's bravery and 
heroism. 


Jamil Mercado, 9, a Grade 3 pupil at 
St. Paul Catholic Schoo! who uses the 
book in her Sibika class, said many of 
her classmates looked up to Sajid as a 
young hero. Sajid is also Mercado's un- 
de. 

In July 2002, the Kapatiran ng 
Birheng Presentacion from the City of 
Malolos and its affiliated groups built 
іп Barangay Bambang here а monu- 


ment of Bulig carrying on his arms а 
small child. 

Erlinda Bulig, Sajid's mother, said she 
and her family had been offering prayers 
and flowers at the monument and his 
tomb at the Bambang cemetery every Ju- 
ys. 

Following the boat tragedy, festivities 
мете suspended from 1994 to 1999 but 
resumed in 2000 with less fanfare. 
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MARINE OFFICIALS 
have ordered the те- 
lief of two Marine 
commanders follow- 
ing the savage killing 
of their troops in ап 
ambush in Albarka, 
Basilan on July 10 by 
Moro Islamic Libera- 
tion Front (MILF) 
forces and the Abu 
Sayyaf. 
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his operations offi- 
cer Мај. Nestor 
Marcelino 

The two officers 
will be temporarily 
assigned at the 
Philippine Marines 
headquarters in Fort 
Bonifacio, according 
to Bacordo. 

Set to replace AL 
madrones is Lt. Col. 
Elmer Estillef while 
Marcelino will be re- 
placed by Maj. Adol- © 
fo Albalate, he said. 

Asked how soon 
the changes will be 
done, Bacordo said 
this would depend on 
Col. Ramiro Alivio, 
commander of the 
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1st Marine Brigade PAN 2222125. 
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It's political 


HE FIRST THING WE DO, LET'S KILL ALL THE 

1 lawyerly talk. Or at least the kind that has en- 

veloped the scourge of the killings and the disap- 
pearances in a miasma of genericized violence. 

‘At the historic “National Consultative Summit” orga- 
nized by the Supreme Court earlier this week, most defi- 
nitions of extrajudicial killings and enforced disappear- 

ances stressed а necessary element: 

EDITORIAL their political motivation. Many par- 

ticipants also noted that “extrajudi- 

cial” was too broad, and could actually refer to any killing 

without legal sanction, such as a murder committed by a 
gang of criminals. 

So lets call a spade a spade. Let's call the murders of 
leftist activists, journalists, even judges, after the main el- 
ement that defines them: “political killings.” And let's call 
related disappearances “politically motivated.” 

Getting the name right may not stop the spree of vio- 
lence, but at least it will help us avoid the trap that 
George Orwell warned us about: the misuse of language 
to conceal the truth, even from ourselves. 

Та large part, political killings and politically motivated 
disappearances require political solutions. Several specif- 
ic proposals raised at the summit deserve a closer look 
and greater public support. 

* For the Department of Health or the Department of 
the Interior and Local Government to direct municipal 
health officers to secure DNA samples of unidentified са- 
davers, for preservation by the Philippine National Po- 
lice forensic laboratory. This will, among other possibili- 
ties, allow prosecution to prosper even when, as is often 
the case, evidence is found or witnesses come forth late 
in the day. 

* For Malacafiang and the Department of Justice to 
strengthen the Witness Protection Program by dramati- 
cally increasing its budget (at present, according to Jus- 
tice Secretary Raul Gonzalez, а mere P83 million, to han- 
dle some 800 witnesses). 

* For the Senate to ratify related United Nations con- 
ventions and protocols, including the Rome Treaty creat- 
ing the International Criminal Court and the Optional 
Protocol to the UN Convention Against Torture (more fa- 
miliarly known as OPCAT). 

+ For Congress to enact a law defining the parameters 
of command responsibility. 

As the summit itself demonstrated, however, the politi- 
cal branches of government do not have a monopoly оп 
the solutions. Indeed, many of the proposals were 
premised on the assumption that the Supreme Court 
would tighten certain procedural requirements, and 
loosen others, to more effectively safeguard human 
rights. Some of the proposals include: 

* That the Supreme Court promulgate a new rule offer- 
ing a Temporary Protection Order to persons who have 
reasonable cause to fear political violence, an order 
which will direct either the National Bureau of Investiga- 
tion or the Philippine National Police to provide petition- 
ers with security. 

» That the Supreme Court amend the rules on evidence 
to require the presence of representatives of the Commis- 
sion on Human Rights in police investigations of political 
killings or politically motivated disappearances. 

* That the Supreme Court promulgate a new rule al- 
lowing habeas corpus proceedings to be complemented 
by a motion for ocular inspection; that is, a petitioner 
may ask a court for authority to search specific premises 
under court-imposed guidelines, perhaps including the 
presence of representatives of the CHR. 

* That the Supreme Court allow a transfer of venue, 
when a case being heard in court involving a political 
killing or a politically motivated disappearance in а par- 
ticular locality may come under undue influence. 

To be sure, none of these proposals, even if they take ef- 
fect immediately, can guarantee a stop to the killings and 
abductions. Not even the proposal, raised in one work- 
shop, that the chief executive's “absolute immunity” priv- 
ilege be circumscribed either through legislative fiat or 
through jurisprudence can offer that guarantee. 

More than one participant drew attention to the bigger 
context of the political killings and politically motivated 
disappearances: that they happen under а national-secu- 
rity rather than a comprehensive-peace paradigm. When 
democratic space itself is under attack, the long-term so- 
lution is not to constrict it, but to widen it. 
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Was Reyes removed because of La Mesa? 


PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYO IS TRY- 
ING to pull the wool over the eyes of the people 
again. Іп declaring La Mesa a protected water- 
shed, she expected the public to cheer her, but 
she left the door open to land-grabbers by in- 
serting the phrase "subject to private rights." I 
hope that's not what she meant by that phrase, 
but with it, anybody who can now prove that 
they have private rights to the watershed can 
grab a piece of La Mesa—like that Bicolano 
congressman lawyering, not for Bicolanos but 
for Quezon City residents, for a piece of the ac- 
tion. If that’s not what she meant, she should 
clarify her statement. 

‘Anyway, I don’t think the former employees 
of the Metropolitan Waterworks and Sewerage 
System have any "private rights" to La Mesa 
even with the Supreme Court decision con- 
firming their collective bargaining contract 
with the MWSS management for а housing 
project. What the Court affirmed is their hous- 
ing project, but not necessarily or compulsorily 
їп La Mesa. The project can be located in an- 
other MWSS property, the much larger Mariki- 
па Watershed Reservation, or elsewhere. This 
reservation was originally set aside for a pro- 
posed arch dam at the site of the present Wawa 
Dam, but this project has now been aban- 
doned. And most of the original MWSS union 
members are already dead and their heirs 
would be happy to be given valuable proper- 
ties in Boso-Boso, Antipolo. 

But, of course, their Bicolano lawyer and 
backers want it at La Mesa because the price of 
land there is higher. They are pushing for it not 
really for the benefit of workers but for their 
‘own profit. (Shouldn't the House of Represen- 
tatives investigate this representative of Bi- 
colanos for conflict of interest in lawyering for 
Quezon City residents?) 

Nobody can have any "private rights" to any 
рап of La Mesa because it is a watershed that 
cannot be alienated and is beyond the com- 
merce of man. А watershed is a watershed пос 
because a president declared it as such, but be- 
‘cause God made ita watershed from the begin- 


Asi See it 


Neal H. Cruz ж Ü 

ning of time. A watershed is the area where. 
waters from rainfall and waterways collect to 
form a water basin. it becomes a watershed by 
the action of nature and not by the action of a 
president declaring ita protected watershed. 

Nobody can have any “prior rights” to a wa- 
tershed either, because they were already wa- 
tersheds long before man came to earth. 

‘And no congressman and any number of his 
clients (or any president for that matter) can 
have superior rights to millions of Metro Mani- 
la residents who depend on La Mesa for their 
water supply. I don't care what the land-grab- 
bers say about technology protecting the 
cleanliness of the water. Nothing can stop wa- 
ter polluted by households from flowing and 
seeping from a higher area down to the lowest 
area. Natures gravity is stronger than any 
technology invented by man. 

In fact, there is talk that it was because Envi- 
ronment Secretary Angelo Reyes was about to 
issue an order declaring La Mesa a protected 
area and banning any housing project inside 
the watershed that he was suddenly removed 
from the Department of Environment and Nat- 
ural Resources and transferred to the Depart- 
ment of Energy. Another speculation is that 
former Manila Mayor Lito Atienza, a staunch 
ally of GMA, had asked for the DENR job. 
Why? I don't believe the reasons that they give. 
1 still hope Atienza will think of the environ- 
ment first before anything else in making deci- 
sions, contrary to his anti-environment reputa- 
tion when he was mayor of Manila. 

While we are still on the subject of the 
environment, I cannot understand how an 


active volcano, especially one that has 
erupted several times in recent memory, 
like Taal, can be titled to private persons. 
Volcanoes, mountains, lakes and rivers, the 
seas and foreshore areas belong to the pub- 
lic domain and cannot be alienated. Even 
when land-grabbers manage to secure ti- 
tles to them, they are null and void from 
the very beginning. It is not even necessary 
for the government to have the courts void 
the titles. All it has to do is assert its owner- 
ship. The law presumes private titles to in- 
alienable parts of the public domain to be 
void. 

Talso do not understand how thousands 
of hectares of the mountains of Quezon 
and Aurora can be titled to one rich lawyer- 
businessman, Under the law, all these titles 
are void ab initio and the DENR should as- 
sert the state's ownership of this public do- 
main. 

T also do not understand why mansions 
and resorts have been constructed on both 
sides of the Marcos Highway going to Infan- 
ta, Quezon. All the land on both sides of the 
highway, up to one to two kilometers in- 
land, were declared by President Ferdinand 
Marcos as protected areas that аге inalien- 
able and not disposable. They are supposed 
tobe national parks. 

And the ridge overlooking the old town 
of Boso-Boso is part of the Marikina Water- 
shed Reservation. Yet mansions, resorts 
and other big houses stand there now. Do 
their owners have titles to the land? Even if. 
they have, those titles can be void under 
thelaw. 

1 think Atienza has a tough job ahead of 
him. He will need the help of environmental- 
ists and the people in general in a fight 
against land-grabbers, loggers, miners, char- 
coal-makers, illegal fishermen and squat- 
ters. But I think he will be equal to the job. He. 
has to, for the sake of our children's future. 
Kakahiya naman to his son, weatherman 
Kim Atienza, who is an environmentalist. 


Public’s blind spot on Marines’ ambush 


WHEN THE 10 MARINES WERE BEHEADED 
and their limbs mutilated, we read about the 
war but not about the victims—in the words of 
‘Abraham Lincoln, “of him who shall have 
borne the battle, and of his widow and his or- 
phan." There is a blind spot somewhere in the 
Filipino's perception of armed conflict that 
prefers to see casualties and their loved ones 
merely as faceless statistics rather than as 
pained human beings. 

Given the heavily personalistic culture of 
the Pinoy, this is perplexing. Why suddenly 
does the Filipino gloss over the personal tra- 
хайз of the soldier? My answer is: sheer and 
simple class bias. Because he is poor and 
unglamorous. 

‘That is the unique tragedy of а volunteer 
army in а backward thinking Third World 
country. A conscript army, manned through 
compulsory service by able-bodied young men 
and women, may provoke outrage from con- 
scientious objectors, but at least it would dis- 
tribute the burden of fighting equally amongst 
rich and poor (but recall George W. Bush's own 
absentee service in Vietnam!) 

A volunteer army, on the other hand, de- 
pends on the willing sacrifice of the young, 
who offer their lives not in order to fight for a 
lofty cause—for with what dreams can the Ar- 
Toyo government inspire?—but as a source of 
livelihood. But you may ask: The United States 
has phased out the military draft and now re- 
lies on a volunteer army, yet they do memorial- 
ize the heroic rank-and-file. After all, hey did 
produce а movie entitled “Saving Private 
Ryan.” In the Philippines, why go to such 
lengths "Saving Private Iskho"? He can fry, for 
all the government bureaucrats and TV sta- 
tions care. Perhaps you might watch a movie 
about "Letters from Iwo Jima,” but will you 
watch one entitled “Text Messages from Basi- 
Jan”? I bet you that film will need lots of subti- 
Чез, if only to translate the SMS codes. So what 
gives? 

‘Our blind spot is explained not just by the 
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undemocratic supply of bodies for the body 
bags, but as well as by an undemocratic culture 
that cares more about the latest ankle sprain 
of, say, a Robin Padilla, than the fate of fallen 
soldiers and their families. [tis so undemocrat 
icto the core that even the poor would be more 
interested in Robin's hypothetical “tapilok” 
than the tragedies that befall their own. 

The widows and orphans of wars casualties, 
of course, need support in the here and now, 
and cannot and must not be made to wait until 
Pinoys become truly democratic. I trust that 
the death benefits of the fallen Marines will be 
released promptly, without the bereaved suf- 
fering yet again from red tape and without offi- 
cious “fixers” expediting the papers and get- 
ting a hefty cut of the bonanza. I trust, given 
the unusually gruesome tragedy, that special 
funds will be given the families to help tide 
them over in a time of grief. And 1 hope that 
those special benefits will at least ensure the 
housing and education of the orphaned chil- 
dren. (In the long term, I trust too that those 
who dissipated and raided the АЕРУ retire- 
ment and disability fund will be charged and 
convicted, but here perhaps 1 am getting too 
optimistic.) 

If the Filipino public's reaction bespeaks а 
lack ofheart for the faceless poor, the rebels" 
ciousness suggests, on the other hand, a polit 
cal sense as calculated as it is brutal and sav- 
аре. Even international humanitarian law rec- 
ognizes the test of military necessity, yet what 
is the military value of a beheading? 

Clearly, the rebels have taken a leaf from the 
terrorists’ handbook. The aim of an ambush is 
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not just to kill; CNN reports far too many am- 
bushes all over the world, That won't make the. 
headlines tomorrow, but a beheading certainly 
would. Perhaps they aim for the same effect 
that the Somalian savagery against US person- 
nel had on Clinton's foreign policy, an impul- 
sive aversion to foreign military engagement, 
Yer that assumes that the rebels are capable of 
sophisticated propaganda thinking. And given 
how the United States returned to military ad- 
venturism in Iraq, the “Somalia” strategy at 
best works only in the very short term. 

Perhaps it might be more visceral, and goes 
into the rebels’ projection unto the enemy of 
their (the rebels) own sense of triumph. For 
the ancients, to die in combat was honorable, 
and the Mindanao rebels, by decapitating their 
enemies, may be mocking the ancients by de- 


dates their cause to demean their enemi 
corpses and show him to be unworthy of dig 
ty even after death. By desecrating the ene- 
mies remains, they deprecate his flag as well. 

Itis that primitive mind-set that we all must 
be wary of. The rebels in Mindanao may speak 
the modern language of self-determination, 
but they seem to be animated by the most be- 
nighted instincts. The international law doc- 
trine of ethnic self-determination must not be 
used as a cover, a subterfuge, for archaic caus- 
es, Remember that genocidal “cleansing” in 
Yugoslavia was fanned by similarly unrea- 
soned claims of superiority and which, ironi- 
cally, victimized the Muslim populations in 
Bosnia. It is a shame if the lessons learned in 
immense anguish by the Bosnian Muslims are 
so casually lost on their Filipino brethren, 

The Mindanao rebels have undermined their 
cause with their savagery against the fallen sol- 
diers. Every Filipino of whatever religion—even 
those Filipinos sympathetic to the cause of Mus- 
lim self-determination—must condemn the be- 
heading of the Filipino Marines. 


Comments to passionforreason@gmail.com 
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‘THE PLANNING FOR THE UNIVERSITY OF THE 
Philippines Centennial in 2008 is in full swing. As 
‘with most centennial observances, there will be 
lots of celebration and honors for UP alumni of 
distinction over the years. 

In this connection, there should be a publication 
on the “best and the brightest" UP women achievers 
ofthe century. We certainly should honor the mem- 
ory of Honoria Acosta Sison, for instance. She was a 
pioneer: the first woman physician in the Philip- 
pines and an early pensionada (government schol- 
ar) sent to the United States for further training. 

But we should honor the living as well, who 
have excelled in teaching, research and commu- 
nity service, the three fundamental missions of a 
university. Ive had the good fortune of knowing 
two such women of high achievement, and they 
will be the subject of this commentary. Both have 
already been honored in the past as distinguished 
UP alumni but their singular accomplishments 
are worth repeating for the sake of history. 

Dr. Cleofe Bacungan's name is synonymous 
with the Philippine Science High School and the 
PSHS Foundation, serving both with passion for 
35 years. A UP BSE graduate in Chemistry (minor 
in Math), she has significantly advanced the 
cause of science in the country, particularly 
through the training of young geniuses. Appro- 
priately the 314-page book about her life, edited 
by Rhodora Apolinario and Francisca Yazon, is 
entitled “Romancing the Gifted: Dr. Cleofe M. Ba- 
cungan's Enduring Love Affair with the Philip- 
pine Science High School.” 

Bacungan is the quintessential teacher if there 
is one. She was my Physics teacher in high school 
and “homeroom” adviser, who exemplified a rare 
combination of intelligence, humility, patience, 
kindness, tolerance and understanding. She 
could have remained a small-town teacher all her 
life but science was too strong a calling to resist. 

After getting her Ph.D. in science education from 
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the State University of Iowa, she joined the 
fledgling PSHS, eventually becoming its director for 
the next 19 years. Under her administration, the 
PSHS became the vanguard for the education of 
gifted Filipino youth in science and math. Her intel- 
Jectual leadership put the Philippines on the global 
map in science education. 705 hard to summarize 
300 pages of her achievements and impact on stu- 
dents, teachers, peers, parents and the community. 
ButifThave to choose one word to capture her lega- 
суруй be “instinution-building,” 

Now retired, she recalls that her toughest test 
was during the martial law regime when she had 
to appease angry student militants while negoti- 
ating with the dictatorship to secure much-need- 
ed resources for the school. She said steering and 
maneuvering the school through endless politi- 
cal, social and economic upheavals was her 
biggest challenge as PSHS director. It took a lot of 
courage and personal sacrifice. 

It's only fitting that the school be named after 
her. Nobody deserves it more. 

Dr. Perla D. Santos Ocampo is the other female 
icon of science worthy of the highest accolades. 
Her colleagues from the UP Medicine Class of 
1955 have every reason to be proud of her. As an 
internationally renowned pediatrician, UP Mani- 
la chancellor, UP faculty regent and president of 
the National Academy of Science and Technology, 
among other prestigious positions, Santos Ocam- 
po epitomizes quiet but brilliant and effective 
leadership. Her tenure as UP Manila chancellor 
(1993-99) has been called the “Golden Years" re- 
plete with imaginative and innovative achieve- 
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ments. She was able to unify a once fractious 
campus into a truly world-class academic institu- 
tion with her vision and remarkable personal 
qualities. 

People who've worked with Santos Ocampo 
think the world about her. Former UP regent 
Nelia Gonzales calls her “the mother of all 
pearls.” Former UP president Emil Javier goes 
even further, calling Santos Ocampo “not only a 
pearl" but a “gem, and now a hibiscus.” UP Los 
Bafios has named a “hybrid hibiscus” іп her hon- 
or, which will be launched next month in a testi- 
monial program. I'm curious to see this new "ba- 
by" for a reason: Hibiscus is also the state flower 
of Hawaii 

Both Bacungan and Santos Ocampo have truly 
distinguished themselves in the world of science, 
‘which makes all Filipinos proud. Santos Ocampo 
also founded the Philippine Association for the 
Gifted, becoming its president with Bacungan as 
vice president. In addition to superior brainpow- 
er, both are women of admirable work ethic and 
conviction. 

Both have many things in common, especially 
their ability to inspire people and get things done. 
Both are nurturing and gentle human 
archetypes—no airs, no pretenses, no fanfare de- 
spite their supreme achievements. 

In a society that has institutionalized the 
wrong things like corruption, inequality, arro- 
gance, incompetence, mismanagement, wheel- 
ing and dealing and so on, these women stand 
out as exemplars of the kind of institutional lead- 
ership and productivity that the country urgently 
needs to move forward in the international com- 
munity. 


Belinda A. Aquino, University of Hawaii professor 
and director of Philippine Studies, is spending a 
summer fellowship at the Philippine Social Science 
Council. 


Fighting but also using wisdom 


IT WAS A GATHERING OF SOME OF THE MOST 
powerful, influential, but also socially aware 
‘women and men in the country. What drew them 
was not just the host, businesswoman and civic 
leader Doris Magsaysay Ho and the leaders of the 
Young Presidents Organization, particularly Rico 
Ocampo and Tina Tan, but also the guest of hon- 
or. Indeed, when Hauwa Ibrahim opened her 
‘mouth to speak of her life and experience, it be- 
came clear why she has become such an inspira- 
tional presence. 

Dressed in a long skirt, white lacy blouse and 
shawl, her dreadlocks covered with a swath of 
cloth, Hauwa hardly fit the profile of the typical 
"rebel." Yet that's what she is. And for the conser- 
vative Islamic forces in her native Nigeria, she is 
even worse: a “traitor to Islam," a lawyer who is 
"anti-Sharia," the Muslim code of personal laws. 

Ibrahim is today best known as the woman 

who broke the silence imposed on women in the 
Sharia courts of her country. Before she dared 
speak up, silence was imposed not just on the 
women litigants but also on their women 
lawyers. While she was defending her most fa- 
mous client, a woman named Amina Lawal who 
faced a death sentence by stoning for alleged 
adultery, Ibrahim found that women were not 
recognized in an Islamic court house, so she was 
forced to write down her thoughts and to have а 
male lawyer dutifully read out her notes. She en- 
шей the imposed silence as much as she could 
until one day, she told an interviewer, “I decided 1 
was going to speak.” She rose from her chair and 
addressed the judge, and when he reacted testily, 
she requested "the court to record that I stood up. 
to speak and the court asked me to sit down." 
AS Ibrahim told Dina Temple-Raston in an arti- 
cle for “О” magazine, the courtroom “went 
dead quiet” as she and the judge locked eyes, 
until he gave in and declared, “Say what you 
‘want to say and then sit down. 

But at this moment, when it seemed she had 
scored a breakthrough for women within the 
Islamic justice system, Ibrahim chose to pull 
back and made a non-controversial point of 


READING STRAIGHT THROUGH “PHILIPPINE 
History in Stories" by Conrado Benitez (New 
York, Ginn and Company, 1928) was quite an ex- 
perience. Iwas once taught to treat all American- 
era textbooks used in the Philippines with suspi- 
cion and contempt. After all, these textbooks 
were supposed to have contributed to the “mis- 
education” of the Filipino. However, our current 
textbooks cannot compare even on something as 
basic as their physical look and feel. Old books 
have actually survived the test of time, and more 
importantly, wear and tear from constant use by 
children. Old books have beautiful cloth covers 
with perfect binding, while today we have soft- 
covers and binding with glue so that a books 
pages come арап if you open it flat on a table. Оп 
the book side of things, the old textbooks will win 
over the present crop any time. 

My collection of old Philippine textbooks have 
been enriched by marginalia, drawings and the 
names of previous owners scribbled over them. 
Since these books are made of sturdier materials, 
these can be studied, analyzed and enjoyed even 
today. I wonder what material will be left for the 
historian doing Philippine education in the late 
20th century because the paper quality of many 
textbooks is so inferior, it's not even fit to be used 
as toilet paper. 

‘The Osias "Philippine Readers" had clear, clean 
readable type, on paper that was thick you 
couldn't read the writing on the next page unlike. 
those printed today. The "Readers" were ilustrat- 
ей by Fernando Amorsolo. Can any current text- 
book claim the same by anyone of the same 
stature, of at least, the same artistic competence? 

Some may argue that for a bibliophile, Pm too 
preoccupied with the physical aspect of books 
and suggest that I go into content. Well, if the er- 
rors of content, fact and grammar are worse than 
what have already been publicly exposed, we are 
really in deep trouble, 

Most historians teaching in the university level 
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order. It would become a familiar pattern, for 
аз Randy David, a guest at that dinner, put it, 
"You are fighting the most oppressive aspects 
of your culture from within the culture. 

For Ibrahim, surviving the “stigma” of 
breaking ground and making waves meant 
carefully negotiating her way through the war- 
rens of conservatism and Islamism, butting 
her head against the injustices imposed on 
women and children through the Sharia law, 
while taking care not to unduly alarm the mul- 
lahs or religious leaders. Or as she put it, “I 
will fight, but I will also use wisdom.” 

In the Amina Lawal case, that meant seeking 

the acquittal of her client, not by attacking 
Sharia law or its interpretation, but by assailing 
the evidence that had been laid out against Law- 
al, the lack of witnesses and other technical, fac- 
tual and legal errors committed by the prosecu- 
tion. Lawal was acquitted of the charge, in part 
because the case had garnered international at- 
tention, but even then the blessings were mixed. 
Her family refused to accept her daughter who 
was not allowed to live in their village, so that 
Ibrahim had to adopt the girl, whom she is now 
raising as her own. 
SINCE then, Ibrahim, who now has a private 
practice after first working as a police detective 
and prosecutor, spends much of her time defend- 
ing poor litigants, though she is best known in 
Nigeria for her defense of women charged for vio- 
lation of Sharia law. 

She has also been fired with a desire to right the 
injustices commited against women in other parts 
of the Islamic world, traveling to Afghanistan, for 
instance, (о advise the new government on the im- 
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will not bother with old textbooks. The material 
is dated, sometimes obsolete, because of new re- 
search, and the viewpoint is notas rabidly nation- 
alistic as the books we have today Yet when I read 
Benitez's stories for Philippine history, I realized 
the American period was not as dark as some of 
my professors painted it to be. 

In the simple story about how Pedro Kalinga 
‘was made to pay P7 in fines for an illegal cigar 
made from tobacco he had planted himself in his 
field, Benitez was not just giving the hard facts or 
historical information, he was actually giving for- 
mation. He was clearly showing the ill effects of 
the tobacco monopoly. 

It is unfortunate that history is often mistaken 
for an informative subject, a discipline that trains 
‘memory through a flood of dates, names, places 
and events, because history's power is not in 
merely giving information but formation. Ben- 
itez gave children а quick introduction to the to- 
bacco monopoly, but more importantly, he gave 
an example to illustrate its social effects. The con- 
clusion to “When a Cigar Cost Seven Pesos,” con- 
tinued from my last column, reads: 

“Paying so much for a cigar was not the only 
trouble of Pedro Kalinga, the tobacco grower. ОЁ 
ficials often came to his house to look for hidden 
tobacco. They opened his trunks and searched his 
shelves to see if any tobacco was hidden there. 
‘Then when the harvest season came, these same 
officials picked only the good leaves for the gov- 
ernment. Instead of giving the imperfect leaves to 
Pedro, they burned them! 
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plementation of Sharia laws without prejudice to 
women. But she is also a pragmatist. "n the Muslim 
world, poor as many of us are, there is very litle we 
can do,” she remarks, 

Ibrahim notes how the'situation of women 
varies widely throughout countries where Islam 
is dominant, from progressive countries like 
Turkey, where women are asserting their pres- 
ence in politics, to Saudi Arabia, where women 
are denied most rights. 

If she is passionate about her work, it's because 

it has become her way of paying back the many 
people who made it possible for her, a young girl 
from a poor family in a village in Gombe in North- 
ето Nigeria, to leave her life of poverty and igno. 
rance. She keeps in mind her mother's words, she 
says, remembering how her mother would often 
mutter, “If only 1 had a little education..." while 
bemoaning her familys hardships. And yet, when 
Ibrahim chose to leave her village and family to 
seek higher education, and when she married her 
italian husband, her family turned their back on 
her, refusing to join in the celebration. 125 clear 
she's paid a dear price to reach her goal and her 
dream. 
WHILE Ibrahim was sharing with the guests the. 
situation of women in Nigeria, and the situation. 
of women living under Islamic laws, it seemed 
quite easy to breathe a sigh of relief and thank 
the fates we were born Filipinas. Indeed, some 
women thought we should be grateful for living 
under a so-called matriarchy. 

‘And yet, as lawyer Katrina Legarda pointed 
out, in the Philippines the age of sexual con- 
sent has been placed at 12 years old, making it 
possible for a man to seduce a 13-year-old and 
claim it was consensual. This, even as Catholic 
authorities think it's wrong to provide sex edu- 
cation to children before the age of 18. 

The point to listening to women like Hauwa 
Ibrahim, I think, is not to thank our lucky 
stars, but rather to see how much we have in 
‘common. And И only we would listen fully and 
sincerely, we would see just how much we 
share her and her sisters’ fate. 


“When the officials had chosen the good leaves, 
they said to Pedro, ‘Here, take this government re- 
ceipt for your tobacco.’ After they had gone Pedro 
said: ‘What shall I do with this piece of paper? This 
isnot money! I cannot buy my food with it!’ 

“That was true. Pedro was not given money, 
but only a receipt for his tobacco. The money 
would be paid later—months, or even years, lat- 
er. After all his hard work poor Pedro had по mon- 
ey to buy the things he needed. 

“In the days of the tobacco monopoly there 
were merchants who made money by buying the 
tobacco receipts from the farmers. One of them 
said to Pedro, ‘How much is your tobacco receipt 
this year?" 

“Two hundred pesos,” answered Pedro. 

“The merchant said: ‘If you want cash for your 
receipt, I will give you fifty pesos for it. If you 
don't sell it to me, it will be at least a year before 
the government will pay you cash." 

"Pedro looked sad. ‘Is the product of my year's 
‘work to yield me only fifty pesos?’ he said to him- 
self. Still he needed the money, because he owed 
some to rich people in the town. He also needed 
to buy food and clothes for his family. "If you will 
give me seventy-five pesos, you may һауе my ге- 
ceipt; he finally told the merchant. So seventy- 
five pesos was all he actually received for his 
year’s crop. 

“Pedro Kalinga was not the only tobacco grow- 
er who suffered under the old Spanish tobacco 
monopoly. All the farmers of Northern Luzon suf- 
fered in much the same мау” 

Filipino schoolchildren associate the Spanish 
period with Sisa, the abusive Guardia Civil and 
the lecherous friar. They mistake caricature for 
reality, the exception for the norm. Benitez went 
beyond that by pointing to unjust structures, neg- 
ative ways of being. In that way, his textbook 
though old becomes strangely contemporary. 


Comments are welcome at aocampo@ateneo.edut 


Public spaces 


"AND SOME OF THEM ARE EVEN LOCKED,” GILDA 
Cordero Fernando texted, in response to my article last 
Wednesday about how the few playgrounds we have are not 
very child-friendly. 

Politicians, and often parents themselves, do not see how 
important it is to have children's playgrounds, especially in 
cities. In rural areas, children atleast have the space to run 
around in, to ex- 
plore and to social- 
ize. In urban areas, 
without play- 
grounds, children 
are confined to 
homes, munching 
away on junk food 
while watching tele- 
vision. When they 
do go out, it’s to malls. Then when they grow up, we won- 
der why they're obese and asocial, if not downright hostile 
to people. 

We hear all kinds of excuses for not having playgrounds: 
по budget, no personnel, no space. Corollary to this, I hear 
people often complaining that Filipinos have no sense of 
public responsibility. Create a park and they'll vandalize іс 
and litter and spit and pee on it; expecting government to 
clean up after them. 

Td argue that our lack of a sense of public responsibility is 
directly linked to our lack of designated public space. I'm us- 
ing the term "designated" to emphasize how we can make 
spaces meaningful to people, to the point where they begin 
to care for those spaces. And if we have enough of these 
meaningful public spaces, then we encourage people to care 
for them. 
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Sidewalk gardens 

actually see this happening in urban poor areas, includ- 
ing those with informal settlers (the current politically cor- 
rect term for "squatters"). Гуе been working in Quezon City 
in some of these places, which are densely populated with 
very little open space left. To give you a concrete idea, in one 
lot that was less than 1,000 sq m, I found 18 households with 
a total population of 127, plus assorted dogs, cats, chickens, 
pigeons and one pig. 

One day on my way to visit that community, I noticed on 
the sidewalk right outside their settlement that there was а 
whole bunch of alugbati (a native vegetable) growing. | 
asked around and found out the informal settlers had plant- 
ed it, together with malunggay. As looked closely, realized 
they also had two sampalok seedlings. 

Don’t think of the sidewalk as a concrete walkway. It was 
actually a patch of soil, about half a meter wide and two 
meters long, already with an old tree. I'm certain it's public 
property yet the community had appropriated it. There 
жеге no set rules on who would care for the patch, but the 
plants, which are really quite hardy in the first place, were 
thriving and people would come and harvest as they 
wished, 

All over Metro Manila, Гуе found similar patches, with all 
kinds of stuff being grown in them. In one place in Malate, 
the barangay even allowed someone to begin selling 
seedlings from the plants he had cared for. 

All this reminds me of the “allotment” system in Britain 
and the Netherlands, where cities have certain areas, divided 
into little parcels, where people can plant. Its not surprising 
you have that in Western Europe, because these are highly 
urbanized, very densely populated countries. Yet they also. 
have a long tradition of social democracy, which includes 
locking for ways to provide public space, with services, to ev 
eryone. ii 

‘Tambayan’ 

Now why couldn't we have that here as well? Each baran- 
gay could have their public space, which could then be 
planned in such a way that it becomes space for people of all 
ages. Public spaces, especially those in cities, shouldn't be an 
extension of the concrete jungle outside. They should offer a 
safe oasis for both parents and children. In China, many 
playgrounds end up as a place for the elderly as well, who 
bring their grandchildren to play while they themselves so- 
cialize with the other elderly, under the trees. The play- 
grounds come to life because with so many people, you have 
vendors coming in, even musicians and “installation artists” 
like the ones who pretend to be statues. Oh the children love 
that. 

Parents complain all the time about their adolescent chil- 
dren going off and disappearing. Yet if you did have public 
spaces, they'd use them. Never mind if they disappear from 
time to time behind a tree; if it's public space with many peo- 
ple, there'll be enough social control to limit their activities. 
‘The problems arise when there is no public space and adoles- 
cents have to create it for themselves. They've been known to 
use even cemeteries for that. 

Public space is tambayan space, that term derived from 
the English “standby.” And standby need not be idle. People 
will assume responsibilities, looking after the children, 
cleaning up, maintaining a garden. 

Rules would help: no work, no share in the bounties of 
such a multi-purpose public space. Again, I've seen how 
people volunteer for barangay work; they'd be as enthusi- 
astic caring for public property. Urbanites would rediscover 
food plants, maybe even medicinal plants, Many plants, 
tanglad for example, are both for eating and for medicine 
anyway. 

Environmental groups could come in teaching recycling 
and garbage segregation and composting. And the children 
‘would have a playground that exposes them to nature as 
well, even as they learn that vegetables grow on land, not in 
a grocery freezer. 

"There's something called the social cascade effect, where 
people imitate others when they see a good thing going. I 
suspect we'll end up having a problem of having too many 
people wanting to get into the act. 

Thave a friend who lives in a subdivision. She owns two 
adjoining lots, one with her house and the other an empty 
piece of land. She began to plant vegetables and flowers on 
one empty lot and soon people were asking if they could get 
a cutting of one plant, seeds from another. Then she had peo- 
ple offering to help her water the place, in exchange for the 
right to harvest some of the plants. 

‘Continue with our present system of private space, includ- 
ing locked playgrounds, and the young will retreat even 
more into their МРЗ cocoons. Give them public spaces and 
they will develop a greater sense of communal responsibility. 
Who knows, maybe well even end up with a nicer, kinder na- 


tion. 
Missing Email 

то а different matter, my friends and 1 have started notic- 
ing disappearing email. Many email servers that deal with 
corporations or institutions (the University of the Phil 
pines, for example) now have a spam filtering system so any 
incoming email that seems like an ad ог a chain letter auto- 
matically goes into a separate folder besides the regular "In- 
coming Mail.” les a good service, but it can be annoying too 
in the way it can sequester important correspondence, in- 
cluding memos from your boss! It's happened to me many 
times in the last few weeks so Гуе made it a habit now to 
check other folders. If you use Norton Anti-Spam, that pro. 
gram also creates its own folder so check that too. 
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Barbaric and treacherous act mS 


LETTERS 2 

FOR TRYING TO RESCUE А KID- it was the height of treachery; it TA 
napped Italian priest from hisab- is mot farfetched that the 5 
ductors, 14 Philippine Marines Marines were led to the ambush Let iron hand 
lost their lives in a bloody ambush area on tips concocted by the 1 
staged by the MorolslamicLibera- MILĘ іп collaboration with the fall on terrorists 
tion Front. The MILF spokesman Abu Sayyaf. THE ANTITERROR LAW, WHICH 
said that ош soldiers strayed into The dead Marines were decapi- activists are trying to kill, must be 
their territory without firstcoordi- tated, and their private parts, implemented vigorously Let us 
nating with them. This is hog- arms and legs severed. That was a show the world that we аге seri 
wash, The MILF knew from the bestial act which violated basic ous in our fight against terrorism. 
very beginning that government tenets of the Islamic faith. That Regarding the mutilated Ma- 
forces had been actively operating was unbridled barbarism and it rines, their comrades and all peo- 
in many areas in an effort to res- demands retribution. That act of Ё who m терех for pins 
cue the priest. The rescue opera- terrorism should not be con- pon M 
tions was based on tips. doned. The evil that perpetrated € Ее хаме r E е 

‘The MILF proudly admitted (о that abominable act ought to be же rity peras et pend 
have staged the ambush. This excised from society e wa C AE DET 
tragic event could have been Ме will not take it against our artis separate ictal and 
charged to “casualties of war" if soldiers if they retaliate. You do Mises win here мн 
indeed there was a raging war. not cajole, with a pat on the back, mind but the destruction of hu- 
But there is an existing ceasefire а beast that has gone berserk, lest man lives and the republic. There 
‘between the government and the the more flesh it will bite off you, is only one country for Christian 
MILF in the meantime that there assuming it will not consume you and Muslim Filipinos, and that is 
is an ongoing peace negotiation. altogether the Philippines. 
The carnage was, to say the Тһе government may pursue —NES BARICANTE, 
least, ап act of war. Worst of all, with the peace negotiation, but it 


neselsie@hotmail.com 
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RA 9064 covers ‘Olympic’ events 


THIS IS IN REACTION TO MA 
nolo ШїоЗ July 16 column titled, 
“RA 9064 should reward Paeng, 
Bata, too,” which, in effect, as- 
sailed the inadequacy of Republic 
‘Act 9064—a law which gives cash 
incentives to “national athletes 
and coaches" —for its failure to in 
clude among its beneficiaries such 
great athletes as Rafael “Paeng” 
Nepomuceno and Efren “Bata” 
Reyes. 

While his suggestion obviously 
meant well, it sounded as if the 
law, in not including Nepomuceno 
and Reyes, has failed to serve its 
purpose. 

Ibelieve that this is not the prop- 


events. And in passing the law, the 
legislators clearly had іп mind the 
Olympics, the Southeast Asian 
Games and the Asian Games. 
Giving cash prizes to Filipino 
professional athletes who win in 
"professional" competitions 
abroad (however personal their 
reasons may be for joining such 
Competition) certainly deviates 
from the objectives of RA 9064. 
Tam not against giving honor 
to Nepomuceno and Reyes. Just 
like any other Filipino, 1 honestly 
believe they deserve the reward. 
1 believe, however, that we need 
to enact a new law for this pur- 
pose or amend RA 9064 to in- 
er way of looking at the issue. RA clude the likes of Nepomuceno 
9064, by its title, is dearly meant to and Reyes among its beneficia- 
give incentives to national athletes ries. 
and coaches who have performed 
excellently іп "Olympic-related" 


should act and deal with the mur- 
derous elements of the MILF with 
full force and might; it should 
wipe them off the face of Basilan. 

‘This tragic event ought to drive 
a lesson to government peace ne- 
gotiators: that peace can only be 
lasting and stable if the weapons 
of mass destruction that are in the 
hands of the MILF will be turned 
over to the authority. 

This dreadful event serves asa 
warning that, if given a territory 
of their own where not even our 
peacekeeping troops can oper- 
ate, the MILF separatist forces, 
which have rearmed themselves 
to the teeth, will not hesitate to 
butcher our soldiers again and 
again and again. We cannot af- 
ford to have a Somalia. We want 
peace, but we should not allow 
our yearning for peace to be bru- 
tally abused. 


—ELIZUR MILITAR, 
popongmilitar@yahoo.com.ph 


What Migz Zubiri needs to do 


WHEN I LEARNED THAT JUAN 
Miguel "Migz" Zubiri clinched the 
12th spot in the senatorial elec- 
tions, 1 was shocked. Although 1 
am here in Dubai, United Arab 
Emirates, I get to read Inquirer net 
and watch the news from GMA 
Pinoy TV now and then. 

1 know that, a few weeks after 
the elections and witnesses came 
ош and told of massive cheating 
іп Maguindanao, Chair Benjamin 
Abalos said that the Comelec 
would declare a failure of elec- 
tions in that province. І don't 
know why the Comelec finally 
opted to count the controversial 
Maguindanao votes—which fa- 
vored Zubiri. Anyway its all done, the Comelecs reckoning. Maybe 
and there's nothing more for us to hell start doing something after 
do. the long vacation with his wife. 

Some time ago, I managed to 1 really hope that Zubiri knows 
watch a re-airing of “Philippine what he needs to do. А person 
Agenda,” GMA-7s pre-election named Musa Dimasidsing did 
special series about the eight ma- know what to do. 
jor problems in the Philippines 
that need to be addressed by the 


EDGAR PALMA, 
edpalma1960G yahoo.com, 


candidates. The one I was able to 
watch was the one about health 
care. Those who have seen it 
would understand my feeling of 
tremendous sadness and despait. 
A 5-year-old kid who has the body 
of anine-month-old infant. An old 
man suffering ftom daily fever be- 
cause of anemia, A kid with sca- 
bies. And a woman who died of tu- 
berculosis in front of the camera. 
Zubiri did say he was very excit- 
ed to go to work. Well, we Fil- 
ipinos would like to know what he 
is planning to do about health care 
in Mindanao. Never mind that he's 
from there; but more importantly, 
its the region where he won—by 


Unforgetful and unforgiving 


1DONT WANT TO FORGET AND 
forgive. But former Vice President 
Teofisto Guingona seems to have 
forgotten (but not forgiven) what 
Joseph Estrada has done to the 
country. Guingona’s act (calling 
for Estrada's release) was a cheap 
and amateurish attempt to paint a 
"new" man (Estrada) 

‘The heinous crime we are talk- 
ing about is plunder and betrayal 
of public trust. It is obvious that 
public interest is not a priority of 
most politicians; private interest is 
more like it 

I say Guingona has not forgiven 


my focus clear on the reality that 
Estrada is being tried for a crime 
against the Filipino people. Politi- 
cians should remember that—the 
Filipino people. 

Tam not pro-administration, I 
am pro-Filipino. I share in the 
sentiment of the millions of 
thinking Filipinos who are sick 
and tired of being hailed as the 
most forgiving of all races but 
ridiculed behind their backs as 
the equivalent of slugs and the 
spineless. 

‘The judiciary should hold Estra- 
da and his camp in contempt for 
Estrada because he has yet to take preempting, through frenetic pub- 
back his famous “I Accuse” licity the decision on his case in 
speech, which he delivered when their not-so-subtle attempt to 
he was still a senator. Не now says blackmail the Filipino people. 1 
that we should free Estrada be- am sick of the “liars” milking the 
cause he is a changed man. Which “white elephant” of legal 
means that Estrada was flawed fees—money that rightfully be- 
from the very beginning: or that longs to the Filipino people. This 
Guingona himself believed that makes them conspirators to plun- 
Estrada was and is still guilty of дет. And they are not gentlemen; 
Say goodbye d о... the charges, only that we should they obviously subscribe to the 

à i set him free because the current tenet that “he who shouts the 
сташ] administration has a bone to pick loudest, wins." 

С with the disgraced former presi- 1 that is their game, then I call 
NATURE'S RELIEF 190% Natural PRES! dent. ол all thinking Filipinos here and 
кн лиана Шр Ж ‘The allegations against the cur- abroad: cry, shout, lament, wail 
pasty 52555 ы N rent administration are a story by and roar out loud to drown out the 
as itself, altogether irrelevant to the hissing of forked tongues. Convict 
Estrada case. Estrada isthe one on Estrada. The Filipino people de- 

serve that victory. 


trial, not the current government. 
—DENNIS PONCE TAGAMOLILA, 


Т refuse to be diverted by bril- 
Бале rhetoric; 1 would rather keep __dennis.tagamolila@gmail.com 


Iwas UTI. Iwas Барді at sakit. 


New CranUTI™ has high potency cranberry extracts, 
proven effective in preventing E.Coli bacteria from attach- 
ing itself to the urinary tract,a prime cause of urinary tract 
infection or UTI 


Experience relief within 24 hours. Say goodbye to painful 


urination, abdominal pain, disrupted sleep, bad urine smell 
as well as complications that come with UTI. 


—ROY CRUZ, 
roygeruz@yahoo.com 


HSA: challenge to media, civic groups 


THE HUMAN SECURITY ACT IS 
being assailed in the media as an 
ti-freedom and аз a tool of the Ar- 
royo administration to advance its 
interests and prolong its hold on 
power. Militant groups have 
staged protest rallies to condemn 
this law. But one thing I have yet 
to hear is a suggestion to “im- 
prove" this law. 

Nobody has explained the HSA 
point by point, so 1 guess the ma- 
jority of Filipinos do not really 


know what this law is all about. 
And those who have little knowl- 
edge of that law use the litle they 
know just to advance their own 
political agenda, 

What about the people? Won't 
they have any say about this law? 
How will the media and the civic 
groups serve as tools in educating 
people about this law? 

ANTONIO ENDAYA, 
antonio,endaya@ 
emersonnetwork-ap.com 
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IF you have any complaints, grievances or 


sadvocate@ inquirercom.ph 
suggestions about the treatment of news and 


Writers of letters to the editor are requested 


photos by the Inquirer, you may write to the 
Readers’ Advocate, Philippine Daily Inquirer, 
Chino Roces Avenue, corner Yague and Mas- 


to include their complete address and tele- 
phone or pager number or e-mail address for 
verification purposes, The Inquirer will not 


cardo Streets, City of Makati or send a fax to 


publish any letter unless such information is 
Nos. 897-4793, 897-4794, or e-mail reader- 


"My 


"She will always be a superstar in the hearts of many. 
Й be ren 


That's how she wil membered... forever.” 


Thanks to the Sanctuarium my grandma's star will forever shine in the hearts of family & friends. 
Beyond providing basic needs and services, the Sanctuarium offers something more valuable, 
A gift that will be treasured. Memories that will live forever. 


First Class Vigil Chapels Family Room with Tollet 


and Shower 


Grand Lobby with 
Scanic Elevator 


Also equipped with 4 evel underground parking, Genki Japanese Ca, 
ош Syn lower shop, Mei Низ convenience се сапат 


54 Guaranteed world-class services and state-of-the-art 
facilities and amenities at affordable prices. 


+ Funeral Services Interment Services * Embalming Services * Cremation Services * 
"Funeral Coach Services * Documentation Assistance * Video Coverage * 
* Grief Counselling * Tribute Planning * 


For your TEAMBUILDING NEEDS 
524-2631 to35 525-8274 
7 pagsanjan@hotelacorona.com 


de Pagsanjan 
Resort and Training Center www.hotelacorona.com 
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MILF defiant, won’t turn in killers 


ZAMBOANGA CITY—THE MORO ISLAMIC LIBERATION FRONT 
(MILF) yesterday stood by its earlier statement that it would not 
surrender those behind the July 10 attack in Albarka, Basilan, 
where 14 Marine soldiers were killed. 


On Wednesday, Armed Forces chief Gen. 
Hermogenes Esperon warned during a visit 
here that the military will unleash its troops if 
the rebel group failed to turn over Comman- 
der Abubakar and the men of the MILFS 
114th Base Command by Sunday. 

"If they fail ..we can take any options,” Es- 
peron said. 

"The Basilan attack—in which 10 of the 14 
Marines killed had been beheaded—was 
viewed by the government, the MILF and ana- 
lysts as a boon to the peace process. 

Prior to the attack, which the MILP owned. 
up to, preparations were being taken for the 
resumption of the stalled peace negotiations. 

“This will really have an implication," Sec- 
retary Jesus Dureza, presidential adviser оп 
the peace process, said. 


Police action 

Esperon said aside from а battalion of 
Marines that was deployed in Basilan from 
Sulu over the weekend, another battalion ar- 
rived on Wednesday. 

А total of four battalions of Marines are 

3 now in Basilan under the 1st Marine Brigade. 

“We are bent on continuing our plans for po- 
lice action against the perpetrators. We must 
be able to find out who perpetrated this. We 
ask the MILF for cooperation on this since they 
‘acknowledged that it was their own men who 
ambushed us. We ask them to turn over the 
perpetrators ofthe beheading," Esperon said. 

"The MILF has admitted that its troops were 
involved in the attack but insisted that there 
was no treachery involved and that it was an 
encounter, not an ambush. 


Defensive stance 

Mohagher Iqbal, MILF's information officer 
and chief negotiator, denied that MILF guer- 
rillas in Albarka beheaded the Marines. 

He said the MILF was determined to protect 
its territory and its forces in Basilan and that any 
military offensive will be met with resistance. 

If the MILF will not cooperate with the au- 
thorities, Esperon said, the military will ex- 
haust all means to flush out the suspects. 

“And so if indeed they will not, then we are 
still determined to punish those who commit- 
ted this barbaric and inhuman act,” he said. 

“This (barbaric act) is no longer under the 
ambit of peace process. As much as possible, 
we want to follow the mechanics as provided 
for in the peace process. But on the matter of 
punishing those who committed the barbaric 
act, we may not," Esperon said. 

But Iqbal said Esperon's warning would not 
help the peace process. 

“We understand that they lost some soldiers, 
but such positioning is not helpful to the peace 
process, Tough positioning should not be done 
at the expense of the peace process,” Iqbal said. 

Chief Supt. Joel Goltiao, police director for 
"the Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao 
(ARMM), said criminal charges have already 
{been filed against Abubakar and his men. 

1. Goltiao said the fling of the charges gave au- 


Cordillera cops 
undergo seminar 
ion terror law 


BAGUIO CITY—MEMBERS OF THE CORDIL- 
"lera police have undergone а four-day semi- 
таг here to familiarize them on the Human 
| Security Act, or the antiterror law. 


"Supt. Ami Emock, Cordillera police spokesper- 
son, said they were worried that the policemenis 
unfamiliarity with the law would lead to abuse so 
they wanted to discuss the police's role in imple- 
menting the law as early as possible. 

‘The HSA, or Republic Act 9372, took effect 
jon July 15. 

Emock said lawyers and officials of the Na- 
tional Police Commission (Napolcom) talked 
‘about the law's provisions and the police's re- 
sponsibility in implementing these. 

‘The law had worried policemen because of 
the stiff penalties that they would incur if they 
‘violated provisions on arrest and detention of 
suspected terrorists, he said. 
^ He said most policemen here were either 

‘confused or did not understand the law at all. 

“There is a lingering fear from those who 
oppose the law and even from those who are 
tasked to implement it. We do not know any- 
thing about the Human Security Act [and] 
there is the ‘fear of.the unknown," Emock 
‘said. 

‘The seminar, which started on Wednesday 
зас Camp Dangwa in Benguet, gathered police 
directors, intelligence officials and other top 
‘police officials from the Cordillera, 

‘Santos Mero, deputy secretary general of 
‘Cordillera Peoples Alliance, said they will 
stage a protest rally to oppose the HSA on 
‘Monday when President Macapagal-Arroyo 
‘delivers her State of the Nation Address at the 
opening of Congress. 


Desiree Calme. Глине Northern 1 ann 


thorities a passport to run after Abubakar's group. 

Iqbal said it was normal for the police to file 
charges against suspected criminals but then, 
this would not force the MILF to hand over 
Abubakar and his men. 


Charges 

Iqbal said both MILF and government 
should wait for the results of the investigation 
of the International Monitoring Team (МТ) 
led by Malaysia before any action is taken. 

The Malaysian government, which medi- 
ates the peace negotiations between the gov- 
ernment and MILE has already agreed to send 
a team from the IMT to Basilan, according to 
another rebel official. 

Jun Mantawil, MILF's peace panel secretariat 
chief, said the guerrillas received the informa- 
tion on the Malaysian investigation yesterday. 7 

Julie S. Alipala, Edwin Fernandes, Nash ч 
Maulana and Jeoffrey Майет, Inquirer Min- 


danao the hands of MILF guerrillas. 


REFORM OUR ELECTORAL SYSTEM NOW! 


Despite the many flaws in the process and administration of the May 14 elections, it appears the 
popular will of the electorate was generally able to manifest itself in the final results of the election. 


Much of the credibility of the outcome can be attributed to the courage of the media in reporting 
anomalies in spite of personal risks to the reporters, and to the vigilance, volunteerism, and coordinated 
action of the citizenry. We laud the many people who worked hard for credible elections in May 2007. 
We commend the National Citizens’ Movement for Free Election (NAMFREL), the National Secretariat 
for Social Action (NASSA), the Parish Pastoral Council for Responsible Voting (PPCRV), the 
Simbahang Lingkod ng Bayan, the Catholic Media Network, and the newly organized Legal Network for 
Truthful Elections (LENTE), among the many citizens groups active in the elections. Their efforts 
undoubtedly contributed to the emergence of a new political consciousness among the electorate. 


Failure of the COMELEC Leadership 


Unfortunately, the same cannot be said of COMELEC, whose lack of political will and determination to 
safeguard the electoral process contributed to the proliferation of electoral fraud, election-related 
violence, voter disenfranchisement, irregularities in procedure, and other anomalies that degrade 

the character of Philippine democracy. 


There is enough evidence to support the finding that there was a failure of elections in 
Maguindanao or that elections did not take place in many areas in the province. There were allegations 
by watchdog groups that election procedures were highly irregular, such that the results were severely 

compromised. But COMELEC did not take these allegations seriously, nor did it undertake 
a thorough investigation to uncover and prosecute those responsible for the anomalies, 
as itis mandated to do. Thus we continue to witness the sad plight of our Mindanao brethren, 
victimized by a handful of operators and deprived of their rights to freely 
express their voice through a credible electoral process. 


These problems point directly to a failure of COMELEC leadership. The dismal record of the 
Abalos Commission remains unbroken, not only in its mismanagement of the electoral process but also 
in its pre-election failure to implement the statutory mandate to automate the process and to advocate 
badly needed electoral reform legislation. In view of this, we express our strong support of the 
Catholic Bishops Conference of the Philippines' call for electoral reforms. 


Electoral Reforms Needed 


We believe that Chairman Abalos may yet restore public confidence in the COMELEC by voluntarily 
resigning from his position. In light of the public's disgust with the poll body, it is the most honorable and 
statesmanlike act he can make in his public life. We call for the immediate appointment of a new Chair 
and the seventh commissioner, both of whom should possess unquestioned integrity and competence. 
Furthermore, those COMELEC officials responsible for anomalies in the 2004 and 2007 elections 
should be held accountable for their actions. 


Under new leadership, the process of modernizing the electoral system should begin immediately in 
order to be functional in time for the 2010 presidential election. 


The laws affecting our electoral system, particularly in the areas of campaign finance, party-list, and 


political dynasties, should be reassessed in light of the continuing abuses. COMELEC's role as a 
judicial body should be reconsidered in view of its primary role as administrator of the process. 
Association of the 
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BCDA 


SUBIC BAY FREEPORT—THE 
board of directors of the Bases 
Conversion Development Au- 
thority has agreed to the recom- 
mendation of Japanese consul- 
tants to fire the manager of а 
Japanese contractor building the 
Bataan-Pampanga portion of the 
Subie-Clark-Tarlac Expressway 
due to project delays. 

BCDA president Narciso Abaya 
confirmed this to the INQUIRER on 
Thursday here. 

Abaya said the board on June 
21 wrote to Tsunemi Nagata, pro- 
ject manager of Pacific Consul- 
tants International, Katahira and 
Engineers International and Nip- 
pon Koei Co. Ltd. (PCI-KEI-NK), 
that ithad approved the dismissal 
of Masato Otsubo. 

Otsubo is the project manager 
of the Kajima Corp, Obayashi 
Corp., JFE Engineering Corp. and 
Mitsubishi Heavy Industries Led. 
(КОЛМ) Joint Venture. 

Isaac Puno, officer-in-charge 
of the BCDA board, signed the 
letter оп behalf of the agency. 
Тһе BCDA is the proponent of 
the 94-kilometer, four-lane toll 
road linking the Subic and Clark 
freeports in Bataan, Zambales, 
Pampanga and Tarlac, and the 
Luisita Industrial Park in Tarlac 
City. 


Justification for delay 

However, Puno reminded Na- 
gata that it was the responsibility 
of the PCI-KEI-NK, “in its capacity 
as the engineer of the project, to 
ensure the project implementa- 
tion is executed in a most effi- 
cient and timely manner” 

He also asked Nagata to “ex- 
haust all means possible to pre- 
vent any further delay in the 
completion of the project 
which the KOJM may attempt to 
attribute to the abovemen- 


tioned BCDA board action." 

‘Abaya said the exit of Otsubo 
was "tied to his commitment to 
finish the contact in four 
months" or in March 2008. The 
original deadline in the 50-km 
porion of the SCTEx was іп 
November this year. 

“He has to give us a detailed 
work plan, which will be the sub- 
ject of reevaluation by the engi- 
neers and the board. Else, he 
goes," Abaya said of Otsubo's role 
on the project. 

Otsubo did not answer calls 
and text messages from the IN- 
QUIRER. 


No grudge 

А KOJM official said Otsubo 
did "not have any grudge toward 
the BCDA." 

"We would like to concentrate 
on the construction and minimize 
the delay—the focus that BCDA 
‘wants us to address," said the of- 
ficial, who asked not to be named 
because he wanted the negotia- 
tion for deadline extension to Бе 
limited within KOJM and BCDA. 

The other contractor, the Haza- 
macTaisei-Nippon Steel (HTN) 
Joint Venture, had not asked for a 
deadline extension and commit- 
ted to finish next month the Pam- 
panga-Tarlac portion. 

The two contractors earlier 
said in their deadline extension 
requests to the BCDA that right- 
of-way problems had caused 
most of the delay. 

‘They said lands bought as sites 
of the project were not made im- 
mediately available to the con- 
tractors. 

‘The SCTEx is a key component 
of President Macapagal-Arroyo's 
plan to anchor the growth of Cen- 
tral Luzon on Subic and Clark. 
Tonette Orejas, Inquirer Central 
Luzon 
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WELCOME BALLOONS 
Workers prepare to hang balloon: 
Terminal | at the Subic Freeport. 


s to welcome President | 


‘Macapagal-Arroyo who inaugurated yesterday the Subic Bay Container 
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DA to set up data bank on veggie volume 


LA TRINIDAD, BENGUET—THE 
Department of Agriculture and 
the province's traders agreed to 
establish a data bank on the actu- 
al volume of highland vegetables 
shipped daily to Metro Manila 
and other provinces. 

‘The move, which will be led by 
the regional DAS agribusiness and 
marketing assistance division, was 
meant to sustain vegetable supply 
in Metro Manila and cushion the 


impact of any gap in vegetable pro- 
duction 

“Тһе data base will enhance the 
farmers’ production strategies and 
facilitate the transport of food prod- 
ucts to the various demand centers 
in Metro Manila where urban poor 
communities are concentrated,” 
Patricio Ananayo, division chief, 
said. 

Тһе information that the data 
bank would provide would also be 
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useful in guiding vegetable impor- 
tation, he said. 

Тһе data would be taken from 
the volume of vegetables hauled 
from the trading post here as re- 
flected on the waybills issued to the 
members of the Benguet Traders 
and Truckers Association (BTTA) 
and the Benguet Vegetable Truck 
Drivers Association (БУТА). 

‘Agusta Balanoy, BTTA liaison of- 
ficer, said the organization would 
support data gathering. 

"The province's farmers have also 
taken interest on the production 
volume coming from the vegetable 
producing towns. 

Farmers from Barangay Maday- 
men in Kibungan town have led the 
provinces data gathering of veg- 
erable production at the farm gates. 

Homer Teliaken, Madaymen 
farmers’ federation president, said 
the members decided to monitor 
their own production levels follow- 
ing price fluctuations at the trading 
post that often caused them losses. 

"We learned much from the dip 


FOGGING, 
according to health 
authorities, is not 
the end-all solution 
to dengue. In some 
cases, fogging has 
aggravated dengue 
in some areas, said 
health officials. влево 
с AGUNALDOCONTIRUTOR 


їп cabbage prices last month when 
the crop hit bottom at only РЗ a 
kilogram,” he said. 

“For sure, there was over produc- 
tion since we had no data on how 
many we were producing for every 
kind of vegetable in a given period,” 
hesaid. 

"The group's information showed 
that Barangay Madaymen brought 
45 million kg of vegetables to the 
trading post here from June 2 to Ju- 
y2. 

Data showed that cabbage was the 
most produced (281 million kg), fol- 
lowed by potatoes (899,600 kg), car- 
тоз (433,100 kg), radish (393900 
kg) and others (12,960 kg). 

During the dialogue with the DA, 
officials ofthe police and the Traffic 
Management Group (TMG) said 
they would support the establish- 
ment ofa data bank. 

They also vowed to strictly en- 
force quarantine measures and stop 
trucks bearing fake "food lane” 
stickers. Delmar Сагійо, Inquirer 


Health execs discourage 
fogging in war on dengue 


By Kit Bagaipo 
Inquirer Visayas 


TAGBILARAN CITY—HEALTH Oi 
ficials continued to discourage i 
discriminate fogging as a move to 
stop the spread of dengue, saying it 
wasn't effective in the fight against 
the deadly mosquito-borne disease. 

Dr Joseph Tagle, regional coordi- 
nator of the Deparment of Health, 
said the best strategy against 
dengue is still the “Four S"—search 
and destroy mosquito breeding 
sites; self protection measures like 
using mosquito nets; seeking early 
treatment; and saying no to indis- 
criminate fogging. 

Fogging, he said, should be done 
only if there was a confirmed out- 
break of the disease. 

Regional health teams, led by 
Tagle and Dr. Expedito Medalla, 
were in Bohol to help spread infor- 
mation on how to fight dengue, The 
number of dengue cases in the 
province continues to rise. 

DOH officials, however, said 
there was no need to declare an 
outbreak in Bohol, 

таре said DOH studies had 
shown that fogging was not effec- 
tive against dengue. 

In some instances, Tagle said, 
facing even led to an increase in 


the number of dengue cases. 

Tagle said after Tagbilaran, the 
regional DOH team would proceed 
to the towns of Dauis and Jagna 
where the number of dengue cases 
was also high. 

Tagbilaran has a total of 180 cas- 
es; Jagna reported 40 cases while 
Dauis has a total of 37 cases since 
January. 

Since July 1, the provincial 
health office confirmed 65 cases 
province-wide. 

Tagle said while there was no 
outbreak, a high level of alert was 
raised in Bohol and it was now be- 
ing watched as a dengue “hot spot.” 

"The number of people struck by 
dengue, however, could be higher 
as provincial health authorities re- 
lied only on hospital records for 
their data. 

Оп Medallas urging, barangay 
captains and health authorities in 
the city agreed in an emergency 
meeting Wednesday to create 
dengue brigades and to activate the 
Barangay Health Emergency Re- 
sponse Teams. 

The groups will be tasked with a 
massive information drive and act 
as search and destroy teams in elim- 
inating breeding grounds of the 
denguecamying Aedes aegypti 


masauito. 
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Aragoncillo gets 10 years; Erap says too harsh 


NUM mation on the United States’ confi- ments from the White House and 
> : dential intelligence sources and the FBI. 
did not mean to hurt the United ы. methods, as well аз information on Aside from Estrada, recipients 
States but said his actions caused terrorist threats to US military per- of the documents included Sen. 
some harm, sonnel in the Philippines. Panfilo Lacson, the Philippine Na- 
"There's no doubt you did be- Aquino, who fled to the United tional Police ‘chief during the 
tray a position of trust that very ' 2 States in 2001 to escape murder Estrada administration, and for- 
few people are privileged to occu- i Л charges in the Philippines, lived mer Speaker Arnulfo Fuentebel- 
py" Walls said. { with his wife and son in the New 1а, according to court documents. 
Aragoncillo, 48, a former US 3 York City borough of Queens. He Estrada and Lacson acknowl- 
Marine who went to work as a 3 р ‚ and Aragoncillo were arrested іп edged receiving information 
military aide to Vice Presidents Al September 2005. from Aquino or Aragoncillo, but 
Gore and Dick Cheney before t ; қ E Prosecutors said Aragoncillo, denied any wrongdoing. When 
joining the FBI as a civilian em- 4 who joined the Office of the Vice he was а senior police officer, 
ployee at Fort Monmouth, New President in 1999, was recruited Aquino served under Lacson in 
Jersey, pleaded guilty to four | | 


i ы! | іп 2000 by Philippine opposition the PNP. 
S ышы ESTRADA: Documents are not AG Ie] fores and began working with „American prosecutors sald 
Ray Aquirio, was sentenced on classified. So many read the LACSON: Also a recipient of the j mi сан 4 Aquino posed a “danger to the na- 
Tuesday to six years end four Sat icon den kr tle pepefe асан аланы босамас agoncillo admitted passing tional security, including the for- 
months in prison. Aquino, 41, а. кка оми IIR eien relations, of the United 
ріне! | Poli ments that could help the NBI prison term, Aquino is likely to be opposition figi tates” by attempting to destabi- 

ie cepere tera pursue charges against Aquino deported to the Philippines. Prises ence gione Rag o aede дары 
2006 in a deal that spared him Ín connection with the murders Aquino admitted possessing se- The plot involved the theft of _ Reports by Jerome Aning and 
from а Ше term had he been con- of public relations practitioner cret documents containing infor. Classified national defense docu. Tina G. Santos; AR AFP 
vieted of espionage. Hubby Dace eid ie 

Judge Walls heard both Arag- river, Emmanuel [uec TTT 
око nd Agua’ both Мав ARAGONCILLO sayssorrybut Corbito, in2000. | SAREE 

that he only acted to help the NBI spokesperson | 

Info in papers, not classified Filipino people. Ricardo Diaz said for- 

Estrada on Thursday described mer PNP officers Ce- | 
the prison terms meted out to Estrada also dismissed allega- Sar Mancao and | 
both men as “harsh.” He said the tions the two men's efforts were Som ауа ' 
documents obtained by the two, part of а plot to topple Ms Ar- бей in the US in З Бал ас 
епа ны ы Bye. royo, whe took office after he March during 4 * o онн tess Мнн ray 
mail, contained information that was ousted by а 2001 “people Aquino's tral. Transmission fr batter memory. comprehension, апа formation retention. 
were nowhere near classified. power” revolt over corruption “Mancao and | Mete r bes ut ш one Hen Pia Go cape ser ea 

“It's very harsh .. . How can in- allegations. Dumlao, who gave а 


twice a бау. or three months. Тһе Weal maintenance dose is one capsule 
formation that has been read by Estrada laughed off insinua- Statements under а day ater breakfast 


so many in the newspapers be tions by Justice Secretary Raul oath, said many MEMO PLUS GOLD HELPS: 
considered classified?" Estrada Gonzalez that he and other politi- things which could 
told The Associated Press by tele- cians who received the US docu- be helpful to pending 
phone from his resthouse іп ments may have committed а савез Ші x Do: + MPROVE CONCENTRATION AND 
Tanay, Rizal, where he is under crime, possibly sedition. pines, like the Dacer- 2 4 
оше arrest awaiting the verdict Gonzalez seid he had asked Corbito case,” Diaz AHD FORGEES ES 
in his plunder trial. US Attorney General Alberto said. kA + REDUCE ANXIETY AND STRESS 
Estrada said Aquino and Arag- Gonzales—via the American “Mancao report | 1 1 DECREASE SENUTY AND THE 
опсо were his friends but insist- Embassy in Manila—to furnish edly | disclosed EFFECTS OF AGING 
ed they had по political motive the Philippine government with Aquino's participa- 
for obtaining the information. the evidence used to convict tion in the double 
US prosecutors once visited Aquino, in а bid to identify local murders. Dumlao re- 
Estrada in detention and he said politicians who may have had portedly — revealed 
he told them the same thing. dealings with him. how he escaped 
Estrada said he also showed some from Camp Crame 
of the documents to emissaries of Murder charges and who helped him 
President Macapagal-Arroyo to Тһе National Bureau ofInves- escape to the US, 
stress that the information was tigation said it would ask for Diaz said. 
worthless. copies of the US court docu. After serving his 


є ENHANCE SHORT AND LONG-TERM 
MEMORY 


Mula sa Presidente ng Republika ng Pilipinas 


Proklamasyon Bilang 1321 


Ang Hulyo 20, 2007 ay ituturing na "Peripheral Arterial Disease Day ( PAD)" upang 
bigyang-diin ang kahalagahan ng pagkilala sa sintomas ng PAD, at maagang pag-alam at 
paggagamot nito, bago ito lumaia at maging sanhi ng paghina ng binti at ng pagka-putol nito. 


Ang 
Institute for Studjes on Diabetes Foundation, Inc 
sa pakikipag-ugnayan ng 
Philippine Society of Vascular Medicine 
atng 
Otsuka ( Phils.) Pharmaceuticals , Inc 


ay naghahandog sa lahat ng 


May Diyabetes ka ba at nararanasan mo ba ang mga sumusunod na sintomas? 


Q'Dinormalna kulay ng balat ® pananakit ng binti © tuloy-tuloy na pananakit ng binti 
habang naglalakad habang nakaupo o nagpapahinga 
Ф panlalamig (claudication) (rest pain) 


Magpatingin sa iyong doktor: 


ean 
Provincial: 1-800-188h; iP 


[САМО Libreng pagsusuri sa paa, libreng gamot at Lay Fora tungkol sa PAD. T КАПАМ : 20-July-2007 


SAAN : 


DOKTOR SAANG LUGAR OspialT Saan Gaganapin. SAANG LUGAR ЕТШІ ШЕРТТІ 
[Br acit Pansio ETE angaluyeng Сау Heath Center Бозо вага Comer [Davao Wedel Center 
[Dr Emma Ruin Cuevas. Pasa [Pas Cay Heath Orco Cagayan. [чоллет Rndanno Msc Center, 
[Dr Rubiroso Padua EEE] [Malacanang Cine aan [бсөроло Luch Сау Hospaal 
Dr Emyn Fernando [Quezon Са [Quezon заме ЕГІСТІ [ZemboangaGiy Medeal Center 
[Dr taybote Yanuar. [Sonaat Camp Agunalds — |Camo Арго [Butuan Butuan Dociors Hosptial 
[Dr Cyniha dela Rea. Valenzuela [Сэгиәла Gen Hospi ИТҮТЕГТ [Бою Hosptal 
[Dr Marie Guerrero. [Aropo [Antpoio Сау Heath OMS La unon [Forai Heath Und San Juan. 
[Dr Aracel Panelo [Amang Rodriguez, Marina [amang RoGnguez. Мапе [Baguio [Sant Lows Нозрда! Bagua” 
Dr саса Panel SDF ISDF ET [броска Сине Grp Hosptal € Traum: 
Dr Emn Uwenag ОС [Quezon Сау Genera нозрізї [ion [Sr Рамз Hospiat 
[Dr Мауейе Yanvara loc [V лә Hospital [Dumaguete [Siman Hospiat 
[Dr Ronaldo Toledo. EES [Sio ло Hospital Басов [Lupi Church Bacolod 
[Dr Raymond Carios [мәз Bulacan [Dr Carios Db Сизе р [er [Tombokon Hospital. 
[Dr Nassael ода Bulaon Pampanga Busen Hos. Lucena [Оыегоп Метога! Hospiai Lucena. 
[Dr Ouvert Gomez, [Ban Fernando Pampanga [Doc Bebet бес” [Bacoor [Cawe Medical Comer 
[Dr Oise Quzon, [aiton savon Е С [Beol Modal Center . Naga. 
[Dr Rodollo Rabanal [Caicocan [Caloocan General Hosa (Салалас Nena dasi [Lourdes Hosptal Daet 
[Dr Auto Sainas аспап Nepomuceno Diab Centar Бап Juan 
[Br aaran белес [vicente Sons Hosp, [conus Боло Hospi i [Bicol Regonal Тапи Hosp Атау 
[Dr Beton Pascaco utn Kodarat [Stan Kudarat Doctore Hospaal n [Pasay Сау General Hospial 
[Dr Mustala Haron Cotabato [Cotabato OOH ARMM Оа сыз [Vitara Arase 
Dr Eva Mar Davao. Davao Regonal Hosptar [Las Prac Deine Hopia 
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GMA bats for cheaper power 
as Meralco hikes rates by P1/kWh 


By Tonette Orejas used by its consumersthismonth. with Philippine exporters. households begin to enjoy the 
Inquirer Central Luzon The amount is їп line with distri- 2 lower power rates.” 
bution utilities’ automatic recov- Amend Epira 
SUBIC BAY FREEPORT—PRESI- ery of its generatioh costs under То push this goal, Ms Arroyo Stable supply 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo not only the generation rate adjustment asked Bataan Rep. Herminia Ro- This is possible because the pe- 
wants a stable power supply but mechanism. man and Sen. Richard Gordon to зо is strong and only 4 percent of 
liso lower rates for businesses Power rates in the Subic and amend the Electric Power Indus- Luzon’s power comes from oil, ac- 
and households. Clark free ports were steadily try Reform Act of 2001 (Epira or cording to Ms Arroyo. A network 
“Electricity should not only be lowered in almost two years as Republic Act No. 9136) to speed of about five dams supplies hy- 
available, I hope it is also sold base conversion bodies gota De- up the privatization of power droelectric power. 
cheap,” the President yesterday partment of Justice opinion that plants and to facilitate open асс Ви she said supply would be 
told Cabinet and local officials those agencies could regulate the cess and more competition. stable in the three years. 
and leaders of the private sector rates of their respective power She said the proposed amend- “Luzon needs 150 megawatts ad- 
gathered at the conference of the providers. ment to the Epira law would reduce ditional power by 2010 but we are 
fizon Urban Beltway super re- The provision, contained inthe the 70-pereent privatization target. very happy that this will be covered 
gion here. bases conversion law of 1991, This, she noted, was not the case Бу the announced 350-megawatt, 
n the Presidents assessment, came before the Energy Regula- іп the telecommunications industry  $350-milion expansion of the Pag- 
“power rates are so high” in Lu. tory Commission was created. іл which consumers can buy hand- bilao (Quezon) plant by Marubeni 
zon, with the exception of the Тһе Luzon Urban Beltway su- held phones and avail themselves of and Tokyo Electric,” she said, 
Subic and Clark free ports. per region clustered together six services from any provider. In that sense, she said Quezon 
"We feel sorry for those not op- Central Luzon provinces, Cal- “Privatization isabitslow,"she Gov. Rafael Nantes would "host 
erating inside free ports,” she said.  abarzon (Cavite, Laguna, Batan- said. the power needs of the whole of 
: gas, Rizal and Quezon), Metro The President also tasked new- Luzon.” 
РІ increase Manila, Marinduque and Min- ly appointed Energy Secretary Tokyo Electrics investment is 
Ms Arroyo's statement came doro provinces in July last yea. Angelo Reyes with speeding up рап of the $4-billion total invest- 
following the announcement of Тһе President said (һе aim of privatization, legislation, and ments that the Japanese business 
Manila Electric Co. of а P1 in- lowering the cost of electricity "not wait for 70 percent privati- sector has so far put in the Philip- 
crease per kilowatt hour of power was drawn from consultations zation before our businesses and pines, according to the President. 


Rich Pinoys lose millions in new financial scandal 


From page Al required to put in a minimum of shore foreign corporations She and other PIPC employees 
$40,000 each. Those who did not (ОРС) to provide them with fi- and consultants, who had invest- 
immediate apprehension and to have the minimum amount were nancial research and information ей in Performance Investment, 
trace, and if possible, retrieve, ће asked to come іп with partners to and to distribute and disseminate failed to receive their profits after 
funds he unlawfully took.” come up with the minimum in- information about the offshore this. 
The complainant gave по indi- vestmentblock. companies. 
cation of the amount involved, The investor is then asked to She said the third parties, Only $2M recovered 
but anecdotal reports put total in- identify a pair of currencies (Le. which received information _ They then tried to contact the 
vestors’ losses at between $140 dollar-euro or yen-pound, or any about the offshore companies, Performance Investments (BVI) 
million and $250 million. combination) where he or she sometimes ended up investing in office in Singapore, which told 
X would like to place the invest- them. them that the funds had been in- 
Futures derivatives ments. "Im particular Performance vested in three different banks, 
The investment scheme in- Тһе company and its assigned Investments (BVI) invites these with one account in Hong Kong 
volves the trading of sophisti- traders then deal in these сштеп- persons to place a certain already closed by Liew. 
cated financial products called cies and regularly update the in- amount of money with them for 50 far, only $2 million in in- 
“futures derivatives,” which al- vestors of the status of their ac- trading in the foreign exchange  vestors funds have been recov- 
low the investor to trade on counts. market, with the possibility ofa ered. 
margin, which magnifies their | Sometimes, investors also profit,” Tuason said. “However, “We had by that time already 
gains, but also amplifies losses have the option of putting their there is no guarantee of any received several calls from our 
When the market moves against money in metals like gold. It is profit as foreign exchange trad- coemployees and friends if we 
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them. not known if investments in ing of this kind also involves ourselves had received remit- 
Сһайе! Mortgage Fee The scheme is similar to the metals were affected by Liew's risk.” tances on profits due from the 

Us operations of the defunct Manila disappearance. E said company,” Tuason said. 
тет зуеагіто Registration | | шшш ture sce camur за o 
оп К which was closed by the Securi- 12-percent return ‘Because of the reasonable re- lieve that the total amount of in- 


Чез and Exchange Commission Wich an average of 12-percent turns that most of the persons vestments placed in Performance 
(SEC) in the mid-1990s after re- return per annum, profits are were receiving from Perfor- Investments, is by far, more size- 
ceiving numerous complaints then wired to individual in- mance Investments (BVI), most, able than the amount [recov- 
from investors. vestors’ accounts in ABN-Amro і not all employees and/or con- ered],” she said. 

Liew is also president of and other banks. sultants of PIPC, became (its) “Based on the foregoing, 1, 
PIPC, the local subsidiary Тһе past several weeks, how- regular investors," Tuason together with other investors of 
which holds office at Citibank ever, investors failed to get added. Performance Investments, have 
Towers in Makati. He and Tua- their updates, prompting them “Гат one of those who were reason to believe that Mr. Liew 
son are also incorporators of to deluge PIPC with inquiries. enticed to invest or participate unlawfully took the money of 
PIPC along with Tina Jurado Early this week, investors were іп the programs of Perfor- Performance Investments to 


ІН Penes Wa and Ernest Sy. told that Liew had absconded mance Investments (BVD,"she the grave prejudice of its in- 
iem au ua with their money and that the said. vestors, like myself,” she wrote 
$40,000 minimum bank accounts which held their Ол July 9, however, Tuason re- the NBI. 

‘Sources said Liew was in the investments had been emptied counted that PIPC was informed Tuason said that she and other 
country as late as two weeks ago and closed. by Liew to stop providing infor- investors would file the appropri- 
to meet with investors and In her complaint letter, Tuason mation about the OFCs. This was ate criminal, civil and administra- 
clients. said PIPC executed several ser. the last communication she re- tive cases against Liew to recover 

A source said investors were vice agreements with several off- ceived from Liew. their investments. 

INTERESTED? 

TERES i Erap sued for plunder by last ‘Rajah Soliman heir’ 
Text your pame; address & tel. # to 
{ 3 1 From page Al Tallano claims to be the de- budsman yesterday afternoon over your faces .. it will even 


scendant of King Luisong but he showed up almost emp- rewrite Philippine history be- 
country awaits judgment day оп Tagean and the rightful owner ty-handed claiming his computer cause this country used to be 
Estrada's 6-year-old plunder trial of фе entire Philippine had broken down ruled by native kings and the cur- 
involving P4 billion in alleged archipelago which the "royal Тһе complaint will instead be rent claimant is the successor of 
ill-gotten wealth. clan” purportedly acquired filed today. Similar suits will also the original ruler of this country,” 
The new complaint centers on through original Certificate of be filed separately against afflu- he elaborated. 
e "Erap City’ mass housing Title No. 01-4, supposedly the еп families, like the Ayalas and Ви Cagayan de Oro Rep. Rufus 


^ Subject to bank approval in cooperation with A Plum Bank, EPI Family Savings Bank, 
"Phllppine Savings Bank & Union Bank. 


Promo paid: Әле 15 to July 31, 2007 + Per DTICR Permit No. 265 Series of 2007 


ı~ | project sitting on a piece of land very first title issued in the Aranetas. Rodriguez, who is acting as Estra- 
in Montalban, Rizal, purportedly country in 1764. The only document Adaza da's spokesperson, dismissed the 
PE E owned by the “remaining heir" Абага had planned to lodge shared with reporters yesterday case as a “tall tale that will not 

M ee B А of native chieftains Rajah Soli- Tallano's six-page complaint, was a letter to the Land Registra- sel 
16 Dh ГА Д man and Lapu-Lapu, Prince Ju- which included over 100 pages of боп Authority requesting all reg- | "Is it credible to believe that 
lian Tallano. annexes, in the Office of the Om- istry of deeds nationwide to stop опе family owns the more than 


issuing to nonowners transfers 7,000 islands in the country?" Ro- 
Certificate of Titles OCT No. driguez asked. 
01-4. 


САЯ & RECREATIONAL VEHICLES, INC. ROYCE MOTOR CENTER, INC. 


el ES tana ey - М Tie lener, dated July 5, 2007, Waste of time? 
 MANTRADE DEVELOPMENT CORP. des: QM) S0022 + 69-058 was addressed to LRA adminis- Не said the Ombudsman 
Tes: 0018023 Раша LN 1 = trator Benedicto Ulep. should “not waste its time” on the 
[E тш: фи) шетте SHIT OIA ZONA Адата said Tallano was charg- case, which suspiciously came 
HISSA MANILA Eu ing Estrada with plunder, viola- only after eight years since after 
Tex 2529565» 254-0055 + 251-3060 263 е PURIFIED AIR SYSTEMS tion of the antigraft law and the the “Erap City” was constructed 
ш. code of conduct and ethical stan- and just when a decision was ex- 
мн жна converts oy dards for illegally acquiring а pected to be handed down on 
S а 1 MDTORS, INC. existing room 2,500-hectare parcel of land in Estrada's plunder case, possibly 
NISSAN GALLERY ORTIGAS Jes: 033) 320-051 8% airconditioner into Montalban owned by the Tallano next month. 
EL: 6392546 E5588 "42087 clan. "We see a hand of politics їп 
ILOILO CAR CORPORATION. ж : this ... This is a desperate move of 
Малы тете air purifier in SECONDS! Talltale his detractors, whom we are call- 
O'S MARKETING The controversial "Erap City” ing not to further cause harass- 
MISSAM COMMONWEALTH, MC. ENTERPRISE, MIC. which had been touted as the ment and oppression against 
зеенин pon = “first ever well-planned social- Estrada,” Rodriguez said at a sep- 
топе == k 
MISSAM NORTH EDSA ized housing project” was under- arate press conference. 
Tela: 4554509 + 330-539 * 381-4895 KISSAN CEBU DISTRIBUTORS, INC. 2 taken by the Estrada administra. In an effort to "recover" these 
кентке зе ромити: M/s now safe {о breathe tion to provide shelter to poor lands from the government, Tal- 
——— кекке NN residents of Quezon City and lano, who owns the Tallano № 
DISTRIBUTORS, INE. Available in ACE H Rizal province. ble Estate Corp., had sought ji 
NISSAN WESTGATE ALABANG LT үт “This land belongs to the Tal- dicial remedies from the Pasig 
Tein: MAD w 30° ПТ за vailable іп АС ardware lano family and this is not only and Pasay City courts nine years 
DAVAO UNICAR CORPORATION 4 iT recognized by court decisions but аво. 
Án аст and Metro Stores nationwide also by the late President Ferdi- Іп 2001, a Pasay City court 
Tes: фа) шан nand Marcos" Adaza told re- was reported to have handed 
MISAH PANGASINAN төледі samos om Ы H porters. down a ruling which awarded 
[d та: уюн Www. Vve2onediy.com “You will be surprised because the Philippine archipelago to 


this is a thing that will explode all Tallano. 
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Resistance growing vs Atienza as DENR chief 
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From page Al 


ing nationwide under “Trees for 
Life"—an event witnessed by 
both the President and Reyes at 
the La Mesa Dam Eco-park in 
Quezon City. 

"Trees for Life is a joint project 
of the Department of Environ- 
ment and Natural Resources and 
the Green Army. 

“He has just fallen in love with 
his job. He's just about to bloom, 
and now they're nipping [him] in 
the bud,” she said of Reyes, who 
Ms Arroyo has named energy sec- 
retary to replace the resigned 
Raphael Lotilla. 

Antonio Oposa Jr, chair of the. 
Integrated Bar of ће Philippines- 
National Environmental Action 
‘Team, assailed the Presidents 


ment. 


Winner president Regina Pa- 


Lim to Atienza: Good luck 


MANILA MAYOR ALFREDO 
Lim yesterday said the ap- 
pointment of his predecessor, 
Lito Atienza, as environment. 
secretary was “good for him.” 

“May he succeed in planting 
trees all over the country” Lim 
said, adding that Atienza’s ap- 
pointment was the prerogative 
of President Macapagal-Ar- 
тоуо, and that he wished his 
predecessor good luck, 

Lim refused to comment on 
the opposition of the environ- 
‘mentalist group Winner Foun- 
dation to Atienza’s appoint- 


Lopez 


temo had dubbed Atienza the 
“butcher of Arroceros" 
felling "70 percent of the trees" 
in the Arroceros Forest Park, 
‘The group, designated care- 
taker ofthe forest park through 
a memorandum of agreement 
with then Mayor Lim in the 
1990s, was practically booted 
out of Arroceros when Atienza 
ordered the construction of a 
building for teachers in 2003, 
“I have nothing to say On 
July 1 we already [reopened 
the parl,” said Lim, who had 
vowed to sign a new 25-year 
MOA with Winner. Allison W. 


ronment secretary" 
said, adding: 

"Mr. Atienza’s appointment 
comes at a critical period when 
the DENR is faced with several 
pressing issues, like the rampant 
destruction of our watersheds, in- 
trusion of foreign poachers, and 
the threat of toxic waste dumping 
under the Jpepa (Japan-Philip- 
pines Economic Partnership 
Agreement). 1 do hope [he] will 
be up to the task and will adhere 
to strict environment policies." 


‘No right’ 

Clemente Bautista, national 
coordinator of the militant Ka- 
likasan People's Network for the 
Environment, issued a statement 
saying Atienza had “no right" to 
head the DENR. 


Cayetano. 


for 


practice of changing the DENR 
chief nearly every year. He called 
ita grave abuse of discretion.” 

Alcantara said Atienza was 
“the last person one would asso- 
ciate with green governance.” 

“He's not green enough. And I 
doubt that he will be an avid 
learner," Alcantara said of Ms Ar- 
royo's staunch ally and defender. 
“T think he was appointed for 
something else, and not to keep 
the environment safe.” 


terests.” 


said. 
sive 


Payback 

Greenpeace campaign director 
Von Hernandez said Ms Arroyo's 
new appointments showed 
“again how the custody and safe- 
keeping of the national patrimo- 
ny is being parceled out as pay- 
back for political fealty.” 

Hernandez said Atienza's ap- 
pointment was “discouraging” 
because of his poor track record. 

He pointed out that under 
Atienza's watch, Manila failed to 
implement the Ecological Waste 
Management Act and to check 
the reemergence of a new 
garbage dump in Tondo. 

Reyes got his share of the 
brickbats, with Hernandez saying 
that his “unabashed support” for 
mining betrayed his “sympathetic 


backing of powerful corporate іп- 


“As environment secretary, Mr. 
Reyes kept harping on the need to 
address climate change. However, 
without compunetion he awarded 
environmental clearance 10 the 
100-MW coal-fired power plant in 
Concepcion, 


Coal is the most carbon-inten- 
and 
among fossil fuels. 

Hernandez challenged Reyes 
and Atienza to "reverse environ. 
mental ruin" and "help see the 
nation through in the face of an 
impending climate catastrophe." 

But Alcantara, who worked 
with Reyes on the Earth Day cam- 
paign for clean air, solid waste 
management and Trees for Life, 
lamented the replacement of “a 
man who plants trees with some- 
one who doesn't.” 

“In the short time that we've 
worked with him, I [realized 
that] he's the only environment. 
secretary in living memory who 
‘went out of his way to reach out 
to hostile NGOs (nongovernment 
organizations)," she said. 

If at all, Alcantara added, the 
President should have named a 


ronment. 


біп 6 years 
lolo," Hernandez 
climate-damaging 
tecting 


the very 


a statement. 


replacement who was “tried and 
tested” and who has displayed 
“love and passion” for the envi- 


Орова said the appointment of 
five DENR chiefs—Heherson Al- 
varez, Elisea Gozun, Michael De- 
fensor Reyes and now Atien- 
za—in just six years amounted to 
“bad environmental governance.” 

“It is bad because it results in 
discontinuity of policy and pro- 
grams. Lest we forget, Madame 
President, protecting the envi- 
ronment is nothing less than pro- 

sources 
Life—of life-giving land, of air 
and of the waters,” Oposa said in 


“Itis not good policy to play Rus- 
sian roulette with the elements of 
life of our country. This is seen as 
symptomatic of the very low priori- 
ty given to the environment by 
your administration,” he said. 

Sen, Pia Cayetano also decried 
the constant changing of leader- 
ship in the DENR, which, she said, 
had compromised policymaking: 

“Only time will tell if President 
Arroyo had acted judiciously with 
her choice of Lito Atienza as envi- 


“While he may be known for 
his so-called ‘beautification’ pro- 
grams, Atienza has neither ster- 
ling qualifications nor а clean 
track record of protecting the еп- 
vironment as Manila mayor to 
hold this crucial post [at the 
DENR],” Bautista said. 

He recalled how Mayor Atienza 
approved the cutting of centuries- 
old trees in the Arroceros Forest 
Park in 2003 to allow for the соп- 
struction of an education office 
and a dormitory for teachers. 

"Do we really want such a per- 
son as environment secretary?” 
he said. 


Eradicating landmarks 

He also noted with sarcasm 
how the Atienza administration 
saturated Manila with red gu: 
mamela plants but failed to rid 
the city and its surrounding wa- 
„ters of filth and pollution, 

“We're afraid that Atienza will 
show little respect for our nation- 
al patrimony and resources, in 
the same way that he showed lit 
tle concern for Manila’s cultural 
heritage by desecrating and erad- 
eating important cultural land- 
marks in Manila such as the art 
deco Jai Alai building, the Mehan 
Garden, the YMCA building 


of 


Miriam: Reyes a sentimental bric-a-brac 


From page Al 


royo that Reyes is simply the wrong, maybe the 
‘worst, choice. As an ex-general, he has lorded 
it over the various departments of defense, lo- 
cal governments, and environment without a 
demonstrably deep grasp of the issues in- 
volved in those offices. For him to continue in 
the Cabinet would be to indulge the incompe- 
tent,” the senator said in a statement. 

Santiago is confident of retaining her seat in 
the CA after receiving an assurance from Sen- 
ate President Manuel Villar. Santiago expects 
Villar to retain his Senate post, including an ex- 
officio CA chair, in the 14th Congress. 

A barrage of criticisms has greeted the 
Presidents appointment of her most loyal al- 
lies—Reyes and former Manila Mayor Lito 
Atienza who has been named environment 
secretary. (Story on Page Al.) 

‘The 62-year-old Reyes withdrew support 
from President Joseph Estrada in the midst of 
Edsa П in January 2001, forcing Estrada to 
quit and allowing Ms Arroyo, then the vice 
president, to take over. 

Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye expressed 
confidence that both Reyes and Atienza would 
be able to fully discharge their duties and re- 
sponsibilities as members of her official family. 

Santiago cited Reyes "unforgivable fiasco" 
at the DENR that allowed a Korean company 
to build a tourist spa on Taal Volcano in 
‘Tagaytay City as an example of an “incompe- 
tent administrator" and evidence of “a crime 
against the environment," 


Political football 

She also rejected Executive Secretary Ed- 
wardo Ermita's statement that Reyes "did 
good" in his previous posts. 

"IF he was doing good in all those depart- 
ments, why was he kicked around like a politi- 
cal football? It only means he is (a surplus) in. 
the Cabinet. Why is it so important to accom- 
modate him? There are dozens of available 
younger, brilliant civilians with expertise. 
Reyes is sentimental bric-a-brac who was 
washed ashore because of the turbulence of 
people power” 

For Santiago, the bottom line is Reyes lacks 
the background and qualifications for the job, 
unlike Lotilla whom the senator described as 
“one of my best students in UP law.” 

“Не (Reyes) knows zero about energy. As a 
lawyer acquainted with energy law, 1 had го 
educate myself for three years before 1 be- 
came familiar with this sunrise industry. I 
don't recall that Reyes shone as a college stu- 
dent, or that he has the makings of a poly- 
math, a person who knows everything about 
everything,” said Santiago. 

‘While she wanted to "expose" Reyes’ in- 
competence, Santiago said she would not grill 
Reyes but immediately invoke Section 20 of 
the CA Rules, which allows one member to ve- 
to any nomination. 

“He is unfit and his latest appointment will 
send the unfortunate message that the parti- 
san military are automatically entitled to Cab- 


inet posts as sinecures,” Santiago said. “He 
should only hold a position that calls for mili 
tary knowledge and training,” she said. 


Going head-to-head 

Santiago also warned that while she was an 
avid supporter of the President, she would not 
think twice about criticizing her administra- 
tion's moves “if it is subjected to uncon- 
scionable pressure.” 

“I only have three years left in politics. Lam 
going head-to-head against anybody who 
does not do right by the public. Let the games 
begin,” Santiago said. 

‘Although not necessarily stunned by Reyes’ 


appointment, industry players, including con- 
sumer and militant groups, are also question- 
ing his competence and wondering what he 
can contribute to the sector. 

"Now on his fourth Cabinet posting since 
2001, Reyes seems to have yet to find his 
place in the Arroyo government. What cre- 
dentials does Reyes have to be appointed as 
the DOE chief?" said Giovanni Tapang, na- 
tional chair of che Samahan ng Nagtataguyod 
ng Agham at Teknolohiya para sa Sam- 
bayanan (Agham) 

"We don’t expect a significant change in en- 
ergy policy under Reyes," he added. With a 
report from Abigail L. Ho 


where SM City Manila now 
stands, and the San Lazaro Hip- 
podrome,” Bautista said. 

The militant fisherfolk group 
Pamalakaya said it would oppose 
Atienza’s confirmation by the 
Commission on Appointments 

“The appointment of a forest 


Joke only? 
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Secretary Hermogenes Ebdane Jr. 
ifthe project had been completed 
ог was to still be completed, she 
added Lubao, her hometown, to 
the list of project implementation 
areas. 

“Who knows? I may run for 
Congress in my hometown,” she 
said, flashing a wide grin beamed 
on national television by the gov- 
ernment station NBN, 

If the President intended her 
statement to be a joke, two sena- 
tors did not find it funny. 

“Тһе joke betrays her intent to 
stay in power,” said Sen. Aquilino 
Pimentel Jr. 


Tragic, not funny 

He said the President's state- 
ment was more tragic than funny. 

“Is this a hint that she will stay 
in power beyond 2010? Even as a 
joke, there is no sense in her be- 
coming a [member of the House 
of Representatives) because only 
a president is immune from pros- 
ecution. The logical conclusion 
then is she wants to be prime 
minister,” said бел. Alan 
Cayetano. 

Despite the administration’s 
repeated denials, Cayetano said 
he never doubted that Ms Arroyo 
would step down in 2010. 

"This is the reason why she is 
stocking Congress with her rela- 
tives and why she wants Speaker 
Jose de Venecia replaced because 
she does not want any competi- 
tion," said Cayetano. “But I still 
hope I'm wrong on this (the Presi- 
dent running for Congress)." 


Super region 

Ms Arroyo, who wore a blue 
sleeveless dress, cracked the joke 
at the conference here of officials 
involved in the creation of the Lu- 
zon Urban Beltway (LUB) super 
region. 

"Those in the audience of Cabi- 
net and local officials and private 
sector leaders gave her a round of 
applause, the second one she re- 
ceived during her nearly 20- 
minute speech on the infrastruc- 
ture projects her administration 
was undertaking for the LUB. 

But Ms Arroyo did not mention 
running for Congress again and 
instead focused on the projects 
lined up for LUB. 


Ex 


park destroyer to the DENR is 
highly insulting and grossly ré- 
volting,” Pamalakaya national 
chair Fernando Hicap said in (а 
statement, With reports from 
Dona Z, Pazzibugan in Manila 
and Delfin T. Mallari Л, Inq 

er Southern Luzon 


GMA ... 


“These are just a few of tHe 
main very visible projects that we 
have,” she said. 3 
Twosons congressmen | 

Her elder son, Juan Miguel АЁ 
royo or Mikey, represents the set 
ond district of Pampanga. It [s 
considered a vote-rich district ih 
the province and is comprised of 
Lubao, Guagua, Sta. Rita, Saj- 
muan, Floridablanca and Pordc 
towns. i 
Most of the leaders in the di$- 
trict are members of Ms Arroyols 
political party, the Kabalikat ng 
Malayang Pilipino (Kampi). — 

‘The young Arroyo ran, though, 
under the dominant Lakas-CMD 
party in his bid for a second terin 
in May. . 

he President's other son, Dà- 
to, is a neophyte congressman, 
representing a district in Ca- 
marines Sur. 1 
Sister's advice 

Ms Arroyo's sister, former Parf- 
panga Vice Gov. Cielo Macapagal- 
Salgado, does not want her 
younger sibling to run or venture 
into politics again when her term 
expires in 2010. 

“ies her decision. But if 1 were 
in her place, [I would say] no?" 
Salgado told the INQUIRER in A 
telephone interview. j 

She cited Ms Arroyo's need for 
“time to enjoy her family.” — ; 

‘The former vice governor said 
there were “so many reasons” she 
did not want her sister to stay if 
politics. 1 

“She will have more time with 
her family and true friends. SHE 
[should] give younger people а 
chance to serve. There are sb 
many other ways to serve Go 
and country using her core gifts," 
she said. 

“But of course, it's her choice?” 
said Salgado. 

^ Bataan politician allied wih 
jailed former President Joseph 
Estrada asked if Ms Arroyo "was 
Joking.” 4 

“She might be pushing for & 
constitutional assembly,” the 
politician said, adding that she 
could not push for one unless the 
Constitution was changed to 
low a shift from the presidential 
to parliamentary form of govern- 
ment. With a report from Gil G 
Cabacungan Jr. 
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"KENT JULIUS SARMIENTO 


LENNY INOC 


ROSALIE М. FERMASE 
NATIVIDAD VALENCIA 
ROSEMARIE D. SORIANO 
EVELYN BOHOLANO 
BIENVENIDO G. DIOLA JR. 
GERALDINE Е BONAYOG 


LYDIA TORIBIO 


Branches: Robinsons Manila, Cinerama Comp! 
SM North, Ever Grand Central, Waltermart QC, Sla. Lucia, Metropolis Alabang, Baliuag, Angeles, Plaridel. Baguio, Legaspi, Naga, Tarlac 
itermart Carmona, Waltermart General Trias, Waltermart барап, 


binsons Bacolod, General Santos, Cagayan de Oro, 


Waltermart Dasma, Waltermart Sta. Rosa, Waltermart Calamba, Wal 
Balanga, SM Dasmariñas, SM Cebu, Robinsons Cebu, San Pablo, Rol 


Expressions 


Ms. Rosalie Fermase accepting the check for 
being one of the 25 winners of the Edu-CASH-syon raffle. 


JOVITA SERRANO 


RUSTY SUBA 


MA. THERESA MANGUINO 


EDERLINA CANERO 
SYMON ELEEZER A. GABRIEL 
EVANGELINE AURITA 
MA. CARMELA B. PALUGOD 
ARLENE D. BAUTISTA 
THEODELYN CORNELIO 


MARIVIC BALCARSE 
TERESITA E. DULLAS 


VIRGINIA RAMAS 


ZANNE R. PASION 


IRIS JEAN BILIONES 
АВЈОҮ ALISEN |. 


Winners will be notified through registered mail. 
Please present registered mail, valid ID & 


stub when claiming the prize. 


ANNALIZA TANGUILAN 


lex, Pedro Gil, Mendiola, Waltermart Makati, Ева Central, Fairview, Ever Commonwealth, 


Mart One Stores: Santiago - Olongapo + Dumaguete - Vigan - La Unipn - Laoag - Tuguegarao - Cauayan 


Call (02) 813-7828 local 324 to 326 for more info. 
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(Montecito and Sarasota), д / 
reservations now accepted for The Residential Resort 


PINECREST at Newport City 


The Metro's First and Only Luxury Resort Residences 


Near Villamor Golf Course and Magallanes Village, Makati 


Celebrate nature. And friendship. 
Right on your doorstep. 


Relish the feel of real grass. 


— Sn а 2: 


Master your badminton strokes. 


Meditate by a reflecting pool. 
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Hone the toddler's floating skills. 


Enjoy a barbec 


Discover the one place where life is pleasure-filled. And pressure-free. The Residential Resort at 
Newport City. 

At Pinecrest, the latest phase of Metro Manila's first and finest resort setting, delight in the most 
memorable moments. Be intimate with nature. Here, verdant parks and shady trees form part 
of your home’ landscape. So you're never far away from breathtaking beauty Bond with your 
neighbors in a pleasure playground. The villa-style residential clusters—with a guarded entrance = е 
and 24-hour security—open out to first-rate recreational amenities. From reflecting and wading 
pools and an indoor badminton court. Т a contemplative garden and picnic area with barbecue 
pit. While right outside, a themed shopping-dining-entertainment hub and the Villamor golf course 
are graciously laid out for your enjoyment. 

At the Residential Resort at Newport City, each day is a celebration waiting to happen. 


Ts ResiDeNTIAL RESORT 


MEGAWORLD CORPORATION 


A Member of 


а ALLIANCEGLOBAL 


Newport City Information Centre, Newport City, Pasay City, Metro Manila, Philippines 


(632) 855-7580 • 855-7583 • 855-7594 • 855-7586 "TLLA PEON 


E e EGO Jjsocmeecemimro Megaworld Newport Property Holdings, In. 
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Angat water supply down to critical leve 


Metro residents need not worry-yet; cloud-seeding mulled * 


ТЫЛЫ 


"Dip you kNoW 


THE NATIONAL Disaster Coordinating 
Council, which holds office in Camp 
Aguinaldo, Quezon City, is the coun- 
тув highest policy-making body in- 
volved in disaster work. Its forerunner 
was the National Disaster Control Cen- 
ter, which was created in 1970. The 
current NDCC was created in 1978 by 
Presidential Decree No. 1566. Itin- 
cludes, as members, almost all 
partment secretaries, and is headed by 
the secretary of national defense. 
CyrilL. Bonabente, 
Inquirer Research 


By T] Burgonio 


THE WATER LEVEL AT ANGAT DAM HAS GONE DOWN TO A 


critical level, but there is still enough to supply the basic com- 
modity to households in Metro Manila, officials said yesterday. 


‘After weeks of low rainfall in the water- 
shed, the water level further dipped to 
175.28 meters, way below the minimum op- 
erating level of 80 m, as of 6 a.m. Thursday. 

Despite the drop, the turbines at the 
Napocor-operated hydroelectric plant in 
Bulacan province continued to generate 
electricity and send water to households 
in the metropolis. 

“There's little reduction in the water sup- 
ply but this has little effect. For now, there's 


то reason to worry about the water supply" 
engineer Jesusa Roque of National Water Re- 
sources Board (NWRB) said in an interview. 
‘The dam supplies 97 percent of the 
needs of an estimated four million residents 
in the metropolis, and most of the irrigation. 
requirements of farms in Central Luzon. 
The water level usually goes down 
around this time of the year. The NWRB 
expects it go back to the normal level 
once heavy rains hit the watershed be- 


х 3 
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tween August and September. 

While waiting for the rainfall, officials 
from the Napocor, Metropolitan Waterworks 
and Sewerage System, National Irrigation 
‘Administration and the Bureau of Soil and 
‘Water Management have agreed to conduct 
doud seeding in the area. “But we have not 
set the schedule yet. It all depends on the 

of 'scedable clouds," Roque said. 

The NWRB has decided to lower the 
maintaining water level at Ipo Dam by 
30 cm from 100.3 m to optimize as well 
аз regulate the use of the water supply, 
Roque added. 

From Angat Dam, the water flows to Ipo 
Dam and then to the treatment plant before 
it spills into the MWSS distribution system. 

“The best option for the public is to 
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RODRIGO 
Santinois the 
newest addition 


tothe Santiago 
family. Friends of 
the show biz 
couple said the 
boy has the 


features of both of 


Baby boy a 


A WONDERFUL BIRTHDAY GIFT 15 HOW 
actor Raymart Santiago describes the birth of 
hisson. 

His wife, fellow actor Claudine Barretto, 
gave birth yesterday, a day before the couple's 
birthday, to 6.9-pound Rodrigo Santino. 

Santiago told the Inguer they originally 
planned to induce the delivery on July 20 “so 
that Claudine, my son and I would share the 
same birthday.” 

But, at 12:20 a.m. yesterday, Barretto's 
“water bag ruptured,” Santiago said “I imme- 
diately brought her to Medical City in Man 
daluyong,” he said. 

“Ош doctor, Dr. Greg Pastorfide arrived at 
2:30 a.m," Santiago added. “Things hap- 
pened quickly. There were no hitches. Clau- 
dine didn't have a hard time.” 

‘At exactly 7:44 a.m., Rodrigo Santino was 
bom. 

The mom was doing fine, his father said. 


vance birthday gift 
for Claudine, Raymart Santiago 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. 


"She was brave. She's happy that she had a 
normal delivery,” an excited Santiago added. 

The actor said their Lamaze classes were. 
helpful. "We learned a lot from our breathing 
classes,” he said. "Claudine also read lots of 
baby books like ‘What to Expect when You're 
Expecting.” 


Welcome 

Apart from attending breathing classes, 
Santiago helped build their son's crib and a 
‘wooden cabinet. “My friend, furniture design- 
er Agi Pagkatipunan, helped me put the room 
together. We converted the guest room into a 
nursery” he said. 

The couple also prepared their adopted 
daughter, 3-year-old Sabina Natasha, for the 
coming of Santino. 

Friends and relatives agreed that Rodrigo 
Santino was “a combination of his parents,” 
said the proud dad. "He's fair-skinned. Some- 
times he looks like me. Sometimes he looks 
like Claudine. He's so cute!” 


2 arrested for holdup try in Caloocan 


By Nancy C. Carvajal 


TWO MEN SUSPECTED TO BE INVOLVED IN 
holdup incidents in various cities of Metro 
Manila was arrested while allegedly attempt- 
ing to rob a cooperative project officer in 
Caloocan City yesterday afternoon. 

According to Supt. Rafael Santiago, head 
of the Northern Police District Intelligence 
and Investigation Division, Gerry Gomez, to- 
gether with another suspect, Jun Obel held up 
Manuel Ledesma of Kooperatiba ng Sam- 
bayanan ng Banal na Krus along J.P Rizal St., 
in Pangarap Village, Barangay 181, Caloocan 
City. 


Bomb threat in QC 


By Nancy С. Carvajal 


CLASSES WERE SUSPENDED IN A SCHOOL 
along Commonwealth Avenue in Quezon City 
yesterday morning following a bomb threat 
relayed through its telephone operator. 

According to SPO2 Alvin Lasam, a member 
of the Quezon City bomb squad, classes at the 
Diliman Preparatory School were abruptly 
cut by school officials at around noon due to 
the bomb threat. 

He said a male caller who did not identify 
himself, talked about a bomb that had been 
planted in the school that would explode any- 


Santiago said residents who witnessed the 
robbery helped the victim subdue the sus- 
pects and conducted a citizens’ arrest. 

The victim was on board his motorcycle- 
when he was attacked by the suspects who 
demanded that he give up his back pack 
containing his collection money at gun- 
point. 

Instead of handing over his bag with 
P12,000 in it, the victim fought off his attack- 
en. 

Santiago said the suspects were identified 
by other victims as those allegedly responsi- 
ble for a series of robbery incidents in differ- 
ent areas in the northern part of Manila. 


school; no classes 


time, The call he said, was received by the 
school’s telephone operator, Mary Joan Perez 
at around, 10:53 a.m., when the morning ses- 
sion was already winding down. 

But an inspection of offices and classrooms 
of the yielded negative results. “All bomb 
threats, however, are taken seriously so we 
told everybody to immediately vacate the 
area, Lasam said. 

‘AS an added precautionary measure, the 
students were told to leave their school bags 
behind. "We wanted to be sure that no explo- 
sives were placed inside any of the bags," the 
police officer said. 


1 


his proud parents. 
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FREE SHOOT-OUT 


‘conserve water, and for the farmers to re- 
sort to diversified cropping,” Roque said. 
Та case of low water level in Angat 
Dam, the irrigation requirements for 
19,500 hectares of Bulacan farmlands 
and the water supply for residents in thé 
metropolis can get affected, she said. 

“So far, NIA has not reported what per- 
centage of the farmlands would be af- 
fected by the low water level in the wa- 
tershed,” she added. The drop in the wa- 
ter evel has been blamed on the low vol- 
ume of rainfall in the area. 

‘Typhoon “Bebeng” entered the Philip- 
pine area of responsibility more than a week 
ago, but veered away from the islands later 

“Bebeng did not contribute enough rains 
to add to the water supply" Roque said. -2 
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Fill your daily appetite with а hefty lynch schedule! 
Greenwich gives you lunch choices for a midday feast 
that's packed with your Greenwich favorites! There's. 2 
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Pakistani seeks to collect $2.5M from PCU 


By Allison W. Lopez 


APAKISTANI SCHOOL ADMINIS- 
trator is asking the Manila Re- 
gional Trial Court to order the 
Philippine Christian University 
(PCU) and its former president to 
pay him $2.5M (about P114.6M) 
in damages. 

Retired Col. Ayab Ali Rana, 
chair and proprietor of the Ма- 
tional Institute of Business Ad- 
ministration (Niba), asked the 


Rana file 


the “recogni 


ment ofa foreign judgment.” 


Class Lahore: 


amounting 


court to enforce the judgment of 
a Pakistani civil court. 


his local counsel, a civil case for 

‘The petitioner was referring to a 
September 2005 decision by civil 
judge Arshad Hussein of the First 


ing PCU and its former president 
Dr Carlito Puno liable for damages 


ad yesterday, through 


ition and/or enforce- tober 1992. 


in Niba campuses. 


court in Pakistan hold- 


to $2,547,376. Rana 


Court issues TRO stopping 
work on Intramuros project 


By Allison W. Lopez 


A MANILA REGIONAL TRIAL COURT HAS 
issued a temporary restraining order on the 
Р85М Intramuros sports complex project of 
the Philippine Tourism Authority, 

The TRO was handed down by Judge Anto- 
nio Rosales of Branch 52 on July 17, eight 
months after construction began on the old 
driving range ofthe Intramuros Golf Club. 

Rosales directed PTA General Manager 
Robert Dean Barbers and project contractor 
1А Bosque Corporation to "cease and desist" 
from continuing the project. 

The Intramuros Administration (1A) board 
of administrators, represented by its chair, 
‘Tourism Secretary Joseph Durano, filed the 
case for Prohibition with prayer for TRO and 
Writ of Preliminary Injunction against Bar- 


provisions of Presidential Decree No. 1616, 
ав amended, and its implementing rules that 
prohibit any form of construction or repair in 
Intramuros without a development permit 
from the IA. The decree declares the entire 
Intramuros area as a major historical land- 
mark. 

Barbers was also found by the court to have 
violated pertinent provisions of the memo- 
randum of agreement entered into by the JA 
and the PTA, as well as some PTA policies. 

‘Though it was being built outside the area 
of Intramuros, the proposed stadium encoun- 
tered opposition because it was “dangerous- 
ly" near the historic walls. 

Barbers said in past interviews that the 
“desecration of a heritage site, especially the 
walls of Intramuros, is farthest from our 
minds.” The upgrading of facilities at the Golf 


filed a complaint in 1998 against 
the school and its head for breaking. 
а memorandum of agreement en- 
tered into by the two parties in Oc- 


Under the agreement, PCU 
would offer academic programs 


CU's board of trustees consists 
of representatives of the United 
Methodist Church (UMC) and 
United Church of Christ іл the 
Philippines (ССР). Rana said that 


“in spite of financial and other dif- 
ficulties,” he kept his end of the 
bargain by establishing a new cam- 
pusin Peshawar. He also “paid cer- Lahore court, Rana asked for 
{ain amounts” to Puno. But on Dec. $129M in damages and payment 
30, 1996, PCU acting president Dr. for expenses. Judge Hussein re- 
Betty Molina terminated the MOA. duced it to $2,547,376 because 

Rana said the agreement was “theloss of business, reputation and 
terminated without six months mental torture and humiliation” 
prior notice. He added that Moli- should not be quantified separately. 
ha, as acting president, had no Тһе amount awarded by the 
right to terminate it. The civil case court also covered "refund of fees 
claimed Rana suffered mental to students, funds tickled out by 


agony and financial loss as a result 
ofthe termination of the MOA. 
‘Inthe complaint he filed with the 


defendant, and expenses in- 
curred in visits to defendant in 
the Philippines.” 

‘The respondents did not ap- 
peal the ruling promulgated Sept. 
2, 2005, so Rana said the judg- 
ment "had attained finality.” 

The Inquirer tried to reach 
Suarez, but his executive assis- 
tant, Viola Gacutan, said he was 
‘out of town and he would be back 
Monday. He also could not be 
contacted through his cell phone. 


AGUILAR REMEMBERED 
Las Piñas Rep. Cynthia Villar inaugurates the Student Records Office of the University of the Philippines College 
of Medicine in honor of her father, Dr. Filemon Aguilar. From left are: UP Chancellor Ramon Arcadio, Las Piñas 


Mayor Imelda Aguilar, Representative Villar, UP president Emerlinda Roman, UPCM dean Dr. Albert Roxas and 
РСН director Carmelo Alfiler. CONTRIBUTED PHOTO 


Las Piñas garment factory reopens 


By Julie M. Aurelio 


bers and IA Bosque Corporation. 


Club, he added, had a potential to attract 
Тһе court said Barbers had violated the 


tourists. 


‘OMMISSION ON ELECTIONS 
ANNOUNCEMEN 
Filing of application as a voter for the Barangay Elections is 
OPEN to all Filipino citizens at least eighteen (18) years old on 
or before October 29, 2007. 

Filing of application starts July 15-22, 2007 at 
the Office of the Election Officer in cities 
municipalities from 8:00 am - 14 


Education and Informalion Department 
525-9294 * 525-9301 * 527-0821 * 527-5574 


lapsed on the afternoon of July 
1l, causing injuries to some 
Workers, mostly seamstresses. 

Nine employees were treated 
and confined for minor injuries at 
the Las Piñas City Medical Center. 

Although Formostar Garments 
had a building permit, the col- 
lapsed portion was not in the 
original construction plan, 

Bantog said the company 
promised to make repairs in the 
undamaged areas, adding that 
the owners could have had more 
problems if a worker died as a re- 
sult ofthe incident. 

"The workers sustained only 
minor injuries, and the manage- 
ment already paid for their medi- 
cal expenses,” she said. 

‘The management faces a possi- 
ble fine of around P10,000 for the 
illegal extension. 

Following the incident, the city 
engineer's office began a series of 
visits to factories and business es- 
tablishments in the city. 

‘The inspection trips are expect- 
ed to take at least two weeks 
more. 


The city engineer's office, how- 
ever, has yet to complete the in- 
spection of the Formostar Gar- 
ments compound. 

‘The compound on 105 Marcos 
Alvarez Avenue, Talon Uno has 
six factories. 

Many other factories are locat- 
ed on the same street. 

Bantog said three of the six 
buildings in the compound were 
being rented by Formostar Gar- 
ments. The other three are occu- 
pied by Diversified Garments and 
Delmonte Garments. 

“Delmonte was able to pro- 
duce a business permit but Di- 
versified, as of the moment, has 
not yet shown my inspectors a 
permit,” the city engineer told 
the INQUIRER. 

She added that they had not 
соте across a building with an il- 
legally constructed extension like 
Formostar Garments’. 

All factories will be required to 
submit a report to the city engi- 
пеег office detailing violations 
of the Building Code, if any, and 
possible remedies, 


METROBRIEFS 
3 hurt in robbery 


THREE Indian nationals aboard a 
moving car were shot in Pasay City 
yesterday as they were driving away 
from a bank along Sen. Gil Puyat 
‘Avenue in Makati City. The car was 
justa few hundred meters away 
from the Equitable PCI Bank on Dian 
St. comer Sen. Gil Puyat Ave when 
three men aboard a motorcycle pep- 
pered the car with bullets at around 
3 p.m. yesterday. Driver Rupender 
Kumar, his passengers Sunita 
Chohan, 55, and Rajni Chohan, sus- 
tained gunshot wounds in the arms 
and legs and were rushed to the 
Manila Sanitarium Hospital. Номеу- 
er, Farvie Chohan was able to 
emerge unscathed from the shoot- 
ing incident. Initial investigation. 
showed that the Indian nationals 
had just come from the bank and 
were near Dominga St. in Pasay Gity 
when the three unidentified sus- 
pects attacked them. Case investi- 
gator SPO1 Calixto Jimenez said the 
suspects were able to seize a bag 
containing P6,000 in cash from the 


victims. 
Julie M. Aurelio 
Mayor's pledge 


WITH an eye on heading the the. 
League of City Mayors, Mandaluy- 
‘ong City Mayor Benhur Abalos yes- 
terday pledged that he would not 
use the organization as a vehicle for 
the administration's Charter change 
agenda. Abalos told reporters yes- 
terday that as far as he is concerned, 
the Charter change agenda has been 
“long been dead." The election for 
the new set of officers of the organi- 
zation will be held at the Traders Ho- 
tel in Pasay City on Sunday. Abalos, 
son of Commission on Elections 
Chair Benjamin Abalos, a close ad- 
ministration ally, said he would 
rather focus on strengthening pro- 
grams of the local government, re- 
gardless of the political colors and 
affiliations of its heads. 
Kristine L. Alave 


Campaign vs ‘settlers’ 
CALOOCAN Mayor Enrico Echiverri 
yesterday ordered city officials to 
implement more stringent measures 
to counter the presence of informal 
settlers’ syndicates. Echiverri issued 
the order after his office received re- 
ports that these syndicates had pen- 
etrated legitimate informal settlers" 
areas in the city. The mayor added 
that he had directed the Urban Poor 
Affairs Office (ОРАО) to conduct an 
intensified census campaign to de- 
termine the legitimate from bogus 
informal settlers "We have to en- 
sure that legitimate residents of the 
city would be the first to benefit 
from the programs and projects de- 
signed to meet this sector's needs," 
Echiverri said. He added that a 
steady increase in the city's popula- 
tion had been noted due to the influx 
of migrants from nearby cities. 
Some of these groups had already 
linked up with legitimate informal. 
settlers who are the rightful benefi- 
claras of the local government's 
housing programs, the mayor sald. 
‘Nancy C. Carvajal 


THE LAS PINAS GARMENT FAC- 
tory that partially collapsed last 
week was allowed to reopen after 
its owners promised to provide 
improved emergency exits and a 
better working environment for 
its employees. 

‘The Las Pifias city government 
lifted yesterday its cease-and-de- 
sist order to enable the workers of 
Formostar Garments to return to 


OMMISSION ON ELECTIONS. а 
ANNOUNCEMENT 
Filing of application as a member of the Katipunan ng | 
Kabataan is OPEN to all Filipino citizens at least fifteen (15) 
but below eighteen (18) years old on or before October 29, 2007, 
Filing of application starts July 15-22, 2007 at the Office of the 
Election Officer in cities! municipalities from su 
8:00 am - 7:00 pm. 


Education and Information Department. B 
525-9294 * 525-0301 * 527-0821 * 527-5574 


letter to Mayor Vergel 
Aguilar, factory manager William 
Ng promised to widen the alleys 
leading to the company to facili- 
tate evacuation during emergen- 
cies. 

“Ме will also add six exhaust 
fans for good ventilation,” Ng 
said in his July 13 eter. 

City engineer Rosabella Bantog 
said Formostar Garments began 
the improvements last weekend 

The owners also said they 
would never use the partially col- 
lapsed section again. 

Part of the jacket factory col- 


Metro police sets up ‘super’ 
task force for Sona on Monday 


By Julie M. Aurelio 


@ 


National Power Corporation 
July 18, 2007 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
LEASE OF 1.0 MW MODULAR DIESEL GENERATING SETS 
FOR KALAMANSIG DIESEL POWER PLANT-SPUG 
АТ KALAMANSIG, SULTAN KUDARAT 
(aINPO7O85SIu) 


The National Power Corporation (NPC) inves ай interested Equipment Lessors 10 
Submit bid Tor Lease of 1.0 MW Modular Diesel Generating Sets for Kalamansig 
Diesel Power Pant SPUG at Kalamanslo, Sultan Kudarat, Philippines. The source of 
funds forthe Lease Contract to be id shall come from the internal Cash Generation 
QICG) ot NPC. 
The works to be completed by the successful biddorshal consist ol, but not ited to 
|" the delivery, installation, test and commissioning of 1.0 MW Gensets (aggregate 

capacity) with Step-up Translorme Including thelr associated elecro-mechanical 
fceessories and fuel storage tanks good for seven (7) days Inventory computed 
2124 running hours per day. The generating sels must be commissioned and 
Syochvonzed to the gid at least en (10) calendar days reckoned from NPC's issuance 
ol Notice of Award. 
‘Foreign bidder shall submit а certlication from the foreign bidders country of origin tht 
{slows or regulations grant sinar rights or privileges to ciizens ofthe Phiippines. 
Tho complete set of tender documents are available for issuance at the Bids and 
Contracts Services Depariment (BCSD). Ground Floor, NPC Building, Agham Road 
corner Quezon Avenue, Diliman, Quezon City 1104 wiih telolax no. (632) 922-1822 
upon presentation of Letter ol inten. 
The bidding requirements and schedule of өсіміне are as falows: 

‘Contract Number - MINPITOISS. 
"APPROVED BUDGET FOR THE CONTRACT: 102000020 
Issuance of Bidding Docs “uly 20,2007 at the ВС50 
fice NPC Head Осе 

Augus 2. 2007, 30 АМ. 
at Panagbenga Room, 
NPC Buking, Dilman Quezon Ciy 
August 14, 2007, 9:30 AM. 
‘at Panagbenga Room, 
NPC Busing Dilman, Quezon Ciy 
Two (2) years 
10,000.00 (No refundable) 


Sona. Varilla said he would per- 
sonally direct and supervise the 
task force made up of policemen 
from Metro Мапйа five dis- 
піс, 

STE Kapayapaan will have five 
component task forces: Task 
Force Sona, Task Force Criminali- 
ty, Task Force Daloy (Traffic Man- 
agement), Task Force Masid (In- 
telligence) and Task Force Re- 
serve. 

‘Varilla said around 3,000 other 
officers would augment the 5,000 
NCRPO personnel during the 
Sona. 


‘The officers will come from the 
Police Regional Offices, Special 
‘Action Force, Bureau of Fire Pro- 
tection, Bureau of Jail and Penol- 
ogy, Metro Manila Development 
Authority-Traffic Operation Cen- 
ter, and National Capital Region 
Command. 

The STF Карауардап under- 
went training recently and com- 
peted in а SWAT (special 
weapons and tactics) and civil 
disturbance management 
(CDM) competition to prepare 
them for security-related prob- 
lems. 


А "SUPER TASK FORCE" WAS 
created by the Metro Manila po- 
lice for President Macapagal-Ar- 
xoyo's State of the Nation Address 
(бола) on Monday at the House 
of Representatives in Batasan 
Hills, Quezon City. 

National Capital Region Police 
Office Regional Director Reynal- 
do Varilla ordered the activation 
of Super Task Force Kapayapaan 
(STF Kapayapaan) that will be in 
charge of overall security and 
traffic management for the 


Marikina dog owners advised 
to register pets for antirabies drive 


By Kristine L. Alave. 


istration fee of P75, (for renewal) 
old dog tag and previous registra- 
tion papers. Dogs will be given an- 
tirabies shots. 

Those whose dogs have al- 
ready been vaccinated are re- 
quired to present a certificate of 
vaccination to the city’s veteri- 
nary office. As stipulated in City 
Ordinance No. 67, series of 2003, 
failure to register dogs will cost 
the owner P1,000. Nonvaccina- 
tion of dogs, on the other hand, 
‘means paying a P3,000 fine. 

In a related development, the 
city council of Marikina had 
passed an ordinance called the 
“Marikina Veterinary Code of 
2007," which mandates the care, 
control, and custody of animals 
including regulations for the dis- 


tribution of livestock, poultry, 
and aquatic products for con- 
sumer consumption in the city. 

Under the ordinance, the CV. 
SO will oversee and manage the 
operations of slaughterhouses 
and central poultry farms, includ- 
ing the preparation and sale of 
meat products. It also requires 
businesses engaged in selling 
meat products to get a clearance 
from the office before applying 
for a new business license. After 
the application is filed, the prod- 
ucts will be subjected to an i 
spection. 

Тһе CVSO will also ensure the 
control and management of ra- 
bies through field patrols and en- 
forcing animal quarantine direc- 
tives. 


Pre Bid бөлене 
THE CITY GOVERNMENT OF 
Marikina, through the City Veteri- 
nary Services Office (CVSO), will 
launch a registration program for 
dog owners in 15 barangays start- 
ing August as part of the citys ef- 
forts to control rabies and pro- 
mote responsible pet ownership. 

In a statement, the city govern- 
ment said the project aims to 
make the city safer for residents 
and pets. 

‘The city’s dog registration pro- 
ject will run for three months. Dog 
‘owners who want to participate іп 
the project are advised to bring a 
photo of their dogs (preferably 
whole body and side view), one- 
piece 1х1 photo of the owner, reg- 


SubmissionOpening o Bids 


алған Duration 


Cos of Elgiiny/iaaing 
Documents 


{Evaluation of eligibility, technical and price proposals wil be based on non- 
discretionary "passa cera prescribed in tho bidding documents. Pursuant to 
5908 Resolution No. 222006, prospective bidders should register with PRIGEFS 
and secure the corresponding Centiticate of Registration- 
NPC reserves the right to accep o reject any bid, to nui the bidding process and 
Tejec al ыд а any time pror to contract award напои thereby incuring any ооу 
тоте alicted bdr or bidders. 
(508) JUAN CARLOS J. GUADARRAMA 
Wie President and Chatman 
806 and Awards Commitee 
Quezon Avenue corner BIR Road, Diliman, 1100 Quezon Clty, Philippines 
Tel. Nos. (692) 921-3841 to 79+ Fax No. (632) 921-2468 » P.O. Вох 10183 
‘Website: yww.napecor.govh 
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2 new suicide bombings 


kill 29 in uneasy Pakistan 


SITE of a suicide blast at Hub district, some 25 km from Karachi, 
where at least 24 Pakistanis were killed on July 19. т 


ISLAMABAD—TWO SUICIDE 
bombings, one of them targeting 
Chinese workers, killed at least 
29 people in Pakistan on Thurs- 
day, fueling a mounting sense of 
chaos in the South Asian nation. 

Authorities were investigating 
whether the blasts were part of a 
wave of attacks sparked by the 
storming of the pro-Taliban Red 
Mosque in Islamabad last week 
which have already left over 150 
people dead. 

Tn the deadliest of Thursday's 
attacks, a suicide bomber blew 
himself up as a convoy of Chinese 
citizens and Pakistani security 
forces passed through the south- 
western town of Hub, killing at 
least 24 Pakistanis, police said. 

Hours earlier, another attacker 
drove his explosives-laden vehi- 
cle into the gates of a police col- 
lege in the northwestern town of 
Hangu as recruits carried out a 
morning drill, killing at least five 
people, they said. 

Both attacks left a trail of body 
parts, blood stains and mangled 
vehicles. 

“The wave of suicide attacks 
is aimed at creating chaos and 
unrest in the country,” interior 
ministry spokesperson Brig 
Javed Cheema said, without 
saying if either was believed to 
be directly connected to the 
mosque siege. 

President Pervez Musharraf 
said on Wednesday that Pakistan 
was їп “direct confrontation” 


with Islamic militants and 
pledged to attack the hideouts of 
the rebels behind the bloodshed. 

‘The upsurge in violence has 
соте as Musharraf faces pressure 
from Washington to launch fresh 
military action against Islamic ex- 
tremists, especially on an al-Qai- 
da "safe haven" in the tribal belt 
bordering Afghanistan. 

The attack in Hub, in the gas- 
rich province of Baluchistan, tar- 
geted a convoy of seven Chinese 
mine workers escorted by police 
and paramilitary troops, provin- 
cial police chief Tariq Khosa 
said, 

The force of the blast knocked 
over several lorries, an AFP pho- 
tographer at the scene said, The 
convoy was on its way to Karachi, 
Pakistan's largest city, around 35 
kn away. 

“Тһе bomber driving a Mazda 
car blew himself up near the con- 
voy. Twenty-four people were 
killed including seven police- 
men," Khosa said 

‘Asked if police were investigat- 
ing possible links to the Red 
Mosque crackdown, he said: “Yes, 
ме are investigating the attack 
from this angle too." 

Baluchistan has also been 
wracked by a nearly three-year 
insurgency by tribal rebels seek- 
ing greater autonomy and a 
greater share of the province's 
natural resources, although they 
have never used suicide bombs. 

АЕР 


Hanging for 5 linked to 1993 Mumbai attacks 


MUMBAI—AN INDIAN ANTI- 
terror court on Wednesday sen- 
tenced to death three men con- 
victed of involvement in а series 
of bomb attacks in Mumbai (for- 
телу known as Bombai) in 1993 
which killed 257 people, court of 
ficials said. 

‘The court ordered that Pervez 
Sheikh, Abdul Тша and Mo- 
hammed Mushtaq Tarani all go to 
the gallows for their involvement 
in planting the bombs in India's fi- 


nancial and entertainment capital. 

In total, 100 people were 
found guilty of involvement in 
the “Black Friday” attacks 
ighty-one of them have already 
been sentenced to jail and 
Wednesday's hearing was the first 
time the death penalty has been 
handed down. 

‘The attacks were allegedly or- 
ganized by Mumbai's Muslim- 
dominated underworld іп re- 
venge for deadly Hindu-Muslim 


Global leaders, 
soccer legends ., 
mark Mandela’s * 
89th birthday 


IIE 


clashes a few months earlier. 

“The accused have argued that 
the Babri Masjid and Hindu-Mus- 
Jim riots impacted their actions. 
But this is not true... Their act is a 
disgrace to the community.” 
Judge P Kode told the court, 

"It was simply a revengeful 
act,” Kode said. 

‘The alleged masterminds of 
the blasts, Dawood Ibrahim and 
"Tiger Memon, have been on the 
run since 1993. Indian investiga- 


NELSON Mandela, celebrating his 89th birthday, launches the group known as The Elders, in Johannesburg, 47 


JOHANNESBURG—NELSON 
Mandela gave the world a present 
for his 89th birthday Wednesday, 
joining other Nobel peace laure- 
ates, politicians and development 
experts in forming a “council of 
elders” dedicated to finding new 
ways to foster peace and resolve 
global crises, and to supporting 
the next generation of leaders. 

The event Kicked off with about 
250 people taking to their feet to 
sing “Happy Birthday” as a beaming 
Mandela took the stage, accompa- 
nied by an aide and leaning heavily 
on his cane. His wife and former US 
President Jimmy Сапег later 
helped him to the podium. 

“How God must love South 
Africa to have given us such a 
priceless gif" Desmond Tutu, 
South Africa's former Anglican 
archbishop and chair of the elders 
group, told Mandela. "You 
bowled us all over by your gra- 
ciousness, magnanimity and gen- 
erosity of spirit." 

Mandela was imprisoned for 
nearly three decades for his fight 
against apartheid. Released in 
1990, he led negotiations to end 
white rule. In 1994, in South 
Africa's first fully democratic elec- 
tions, he was elected president. 

He left office in 1999 but has 


continued to work to reduce 
poverty, illiteracy and AIDS in 
Africa. 

The new humanitarian al- 
liance, called the Elders, was an 
idea of British entrepreneur 
Richard Branson, who shares a 
birthday with Mandela, and mu- 
sician Peter Gabriel, who were 
present at Wednesday's launch. 

‘The Elders, who include sever- 
al Nobel peace laureates—among 
them Mandela—are dedicated to 
finding new ways to foster peace 
and resolve global crises, and to 
support the next generation of 
leaders. 

‘Along with Mandela, Carter 
and Tutu, the Elders are former 
UN Secretary General Kofi An- 
nan; Ela Bhatt, a women's rights 
campaigner from India; former 
Norwegian Prime Minister Gro 
Harlem Brundtland; Li Zhaoxing, 
a former Chinese envoy to the UN 
who started his diplomatic career 
in Africa; Mandela's wife Graca 
Machel, а longtime campaigner 
for children's rights; former Irish 
President Mary Robinson; and 
Muhammad Yunus, founder of 
Grameen Bank, the pioneering 
micro-credit institution. 

A chair stood empty on the 
stage Wednesday for Myanmar 


opposition leader Aung San Suu 
Ку, who was invited to join the 
Riders but is under house arrest 
inher homeland. 

“Jam confident that The Elders 
can become real role models 
‘They will support courage where 
there is fear, foster agreement 
where there is conflict and inspire 
hope where there is despair,” 
Mandela said. "This initiative 
cannot have come at а more ар- 
propriate time. It brings together 
an extraordinary collection of 
people with skills and diversity to 
undertake what we know is an 
enormous task.” 

‘Mandela, who walked with dif- 
ficulty Wednesday and was not 
expected to take an active role in 
the new group, joked about his 
attempts to stay in retirement. 

While still maintaining his 
ramrod straight posture and calm 
deportment, Mandela struggles 
to walk, his ankles badly swollen. 
He appears thinner but less frail 
than he has at other recent ap- 
pearances. 

Mandela and Machel often 
held hands during the event, es- 
pecially when Tutu reminded the 
crowd that the day also marked 
the couples ninth wedding an- 
niversary. АР 


tors say they were helped by Pak- 
istan's intelligence service but Is- 
lamabad has denied any link 

Sheikh was found guilty of being 
involved in the main conspiracy and 
smuggling in the explosives. 

Turo, known to be close to the 
Memon family parked a jeep 
packed with explosives in a shop- 
ping arcade, while Tarani was 
found guilty of parking an explo- 
sives-laden scooter at a five-star 
hotel. АЕР 


US startup 
promises free 
phone calls 


PALO ALTO, CALIFORNIA—A SIL- 
icon Valley startup wants to shake 
up the telecommunications indus- 
try with a $399-device that pro- 
vides free, unlimited domestic 
phone calls for homes with broad- 
band Internet service. 

Оота Inc. will also offer a free 
second line, conference calling, 
voice mail service and an online 
“lounge” where users may change 
their preferences or get voice mail 
in an e-mail format. The company 
will start selling the devices 
‘Thursday with an invitation-only 
offer to select US residents. 

‘The company—backed by $27 
million in venture capital—even- 
tually hopes to crack the home- 
based and small-business niches, 
Engineers are working on a sys- 
tem that forwards calls to cellular 
phones. 

“Its nothing like anything a 
cartier can do currently,” CEO An- 
drew Frame said. "Once you own 
the box, you don't have to pay 
Оота anything in the future." 

Frame and other executives as 
sume, of course, that their com- 
pany won't meet the same fate as 
other startups going up against 
telecommunication veterans. 

Earlier this week, Internet 
phone carrier SunRocket Inc. 
abruptly shut down, leaving 
more than 200,000 customers 
scrambling for alternate service. 
Тһе No. 2 standalone Internet 
phone company after Vonage 
Holdings Corp. attracted cus- 
tomers with cheap plans and in- 
novative features, but traditional 
phone and cable companies also 
lowered prices and stared 
bundling their services. 

Now SunRocket customers are 
out of luck. Many signed up for 
prepaid service plans that cost 
$199 а year—and it is unclear 
whether they will have any re- 
course. 

‘At Ooma's headquarters in Pa- 
10 Alto, executives say the 43-per- 
son company will have a steady 
revenue stream from hardware 
sales and international calls. AP 
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Republic of the Philippines. 
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT 
National Capital Region 
DY inti Bldg. 1650 San Marcelino 
cor. General Malvar St, Malate, Manila 


NOTICE OF FILING OF APPLICATION/S 
FOR ALIEN EMPLOYMENT PERMIT/S (AEP/S) 


Notice is hereby given that the following companieslemployers have fled 
‘with this Regional Office applications for Allen Employment Permits: 


Мате and address of Name of 
„ Company/Employer Foreign National 


NORITAKE PORCELANA 
MFG. INC. 

J. P. Rizal SL, Concepcion, 
Marikina City 


ub 


Kenji Kuwayama President 


UNIVERSAL HOLIDAYS, INC. 
"IF Dusit Hotel, EDSA, 
Ayala Center, Макай City 


Nao Sunaga Assistant Manager 
for Japanese 


Accounts 


PAN-ASIA INVESTMENTS 
GROUP HOLDING CO., INC. 
Unit 2505 Union Bank Plaza, 
Meralco Ave., cor. Onyx Rd, 
Ortigas Cir, Pasig City 


Guoin Ye President 


COT CONSTRUCTORS 
CORPORATION 

ЗР Princess Bldg. 

104 Esteban St., Legaspi Vil., 
Makati Ciy 


Masahide Toei Engineering 


‘Manager 


PILIPINAS INTERNATIONAL 
MARKETING SERVICES, INC. 
28IF Orient Square Bldg. 
Emerald Ave., Ortigas, Pasig Cy 


Indonesian 
Customer 
Senice Associate 


Randy Arnold 


NEW WORLD. 

CHINESE DRUGSTORE 
0822 GIF Рите Block Bldg. 
Tutuban Center, Claro М. Recto 
Ave., Tondo, Manda 


Ling Ling Chen Sales Supervisor 


ХООНАН TRAVEL 
а TOURS CORP. 

GIF Damon 00, Diosdado 
Macapagal Ave., Pasay City 


Young Chan Kim Tour Coordinator 


POKILDO RESTAURANT 
1719 Jorge Bocobo St. 
Malate, Manila 


‘Sungsoo Park Manager 


A JU GLOBAL 

TRANSPORT CORP. 

1016 Sunrise SL, Concorde VIL, 
Tambo, Paranaque City 


‘Sung Soo Lee Operations Manager 


KOREA ЛМЕ! CORPORATION 
209 Antel Seaview Tower, 
Roxas Bid. Pasay City 


Jehoan Youn Marketing Manager 


DIALMAGIC, INC. 

‘Uni 1802, 88 Corporate Center, 
Sedet cor, Valerio Sts. 
Salcedo Vilage, Makati Сіу 


Raluca Angela 
Dumirache 


Operations Manager 


BOUNTY FRESH FOOD INC, 
119 Mariano Ponce Sl, 
Caloocan City 


Raymond David 


General Manager 
Proost 


PRIMA MODAS, INC. 
886 J. Aguilar Ave., САА Rd. 
Las Pinas Ciy 


Yom Naz Treasurer 


YOOHAN TRAVEL 

& TOURS CORP. 

GIF Damon Bldg. Diosdado 
Macapagal Ave., Pasay City 


Hee Jung Lee Marketing 


Consutant 


KP COMPUTER TRENDS INC. 
911 Спѕсо Bldg, 7258 Quezon 
Ave. South Triangle cof. 50, 
Reyes, Quezon City 


Hongwoo Park OperationslSales 


Monager 


NEUL JO EUN TRADING INC. 
252 рите Ave. BF Homes, 
Paranaque Ciy 


Myung Hak Oh Manager 


KKACHI DINE-IN 
5378 бел. Luna St, 
Poblacion, Макай City 


Jung Hee Kim 


General Manager 
(шо Han) 


SOJITZ PHILIPPINES 
CORPORATION 

ZAIF Pacific Star Bldg. Sen. б} 
Puyat Ave. cor. Макай Ave., 
Makati Cily 


Shinichi Tsurumaru. 


SOJTZ PHILIPPINES 
CORPORATION 

ZAF Pacilic Star Bldg, Sen. Gil 
Puyat Ave. cor. Makati Ave., 
Makati City 


Takao Aoki Director 


PHILIPPINE CULTURAL 
HIGH SCHOOL INC. 
1253 J, Abad Santos Ave, 
Tondo, Manila 


RuipingZhu Mandarin Language 


Teacher 


CLERO CLINIC, INCORPORATED 
219 N. Garcia St, Bel-Air I, 
Makati City 


Pierre Robert 


General Manager 
Marcel Clero 


58 VISION TRIP CORP. 
‘8 Hobbies ol Asia Diosdado. 
Macapagal Blvd., Pasay City 


Hong Ki Kim General Manager 


KREBS PACIFIC 
(REPRESENTATIVE OFFICE) 
2901 One Son Miguel Bldg, 
‘One Son Miguel Ave, Pasig City 


Harold Michael Trew — Oifild Sales 
Manager, 


Asia Pacific Region 


АЯК BEAUTY CARE AND 
HEALTH AID CORPORATION 

Uni 2F-E Lydia Bldg, #39 Polaris St, 
Валі Vilage, Makati Chy 


iin Shin Manager 


JOHNSON & JOHNSON 
(PHILIPPINES), INC. 
Edison Ré, Во. Ibayo, 
Paranaque Сау 


Mind Madhusudan 
Pradhan 


Finance Director 


PHILHOTEL.COM 
CORPORATION 

16-0) Makati Palace Hotel, 
Р, Burgos St, Makati Cty 


iine Ticket 
Reservation Manager 


Changscon Lee 


Ifyou have any information/objection to the abovementioned application! 
в please communicate with the Regional Оуу. 


ISABEL б. HANGANIBAN-ORTIGUERRA 


ERRATUM: 
Aiheen (15) Chinese voluntéer teachers under different Chinese schools 
in the country published'on june 21 should have beeh published under 
FCCC! with the address 6/F Federation Center, Muelle де Binondo St. 
Binondo, Manila 
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FIREFIGHTERS carry the body of one of the 
Sictims of the ill-fated Tam Airlines plane. we 


SAO PAULO—RESCUERS 


ON THURSDAY PULLED 


charred bodies from the burned out wreckage of Brazil's 
deadliest air disaster, amid angry accusations that airport 
safety concerns had been ignored. 


АП 186 passengers and crew aboard 
the Airbus 320 were believed to have 
died in Tuesday's crash at Sao Paulo's 
Cagonhas airport, along with a number 
of people on the ground. 

The Tam Airlines flight had сагеепей 
off the slick runway upon landing in 
driving rain, skidded across a crowded 
avenue and slammed into a warehouse 
where itexploded ina fireball. 

It was “a tragedy waiting to happen,” 
said Cezar Britto, president of The Or- 
der of Lawyers of Brazil, echoing oppo- 


sition and national media criticism of 
precarious conditions at the airport. 

“What exploded in Cagonhas was not 
just the Tam airbus and almost 200 vic- 
tims but the credibility of the Brazilian 
aviation system,” Britto said. 

Cagonhas is notorious for a runway 
some officials consider too short and 
which pilots say becomes slick when 
wet. 

“The runway was as slippery as 
soap,” an unnamed pilot told the О 
Globo daily, adding that authorities 


should not have allowed the plane to 
land atin such conditions. 

By the early, morning hours of 
Wednesday, rescuers said they had 
pulled 181 bodies from the twisted met- 
al of the plane and surrounding маге- 
house rubble. Three of the bodies were 
found inside the Tam Express building 
that was struck by the plane. 

One of the aircraft's black boxes was 
recovered, 

Five people were still listed as miss- 
ing and eleven people were in hospital 
with injuries, four of them in a critical 
state, the rescuers said, 

"There is no sign of survivors,” Tam 
President Marco Antonio Bologna said 
ata news conference. 

There have been a number of inci- 


Democrats fail in bid to force Iraq pullout 


"WASHINGTÓN—AFTER SENATE 
Republicans yet again thwarted а 
proposal to withdraw US troops 
from Iraq, Democratic leaders оп 
Wednesday abruptly halted con- 
Sideration of a major Pentagon 
policy measure, heading off the 
introduction of competing Iraq 
‘plans. 

* The Democrats! decision, com- 
"ing after an all-night session and 
after more than a week of inten- 
sive debate in the Senate, meant 
‘that President George W. Bush had 
gssentially won the added time he 


said he needed to demonstrate his 
troop buildup was succeeding. 
‘The move appeared to post- 
pone the next Senate showdown 
over the war until September, de- 
spite a White House report that 
claimed no more than. mixed 
progress in Iraq. It also allowed 
Democratic leaders to avoid votes 
on alternative initiatives that Re 
publicans had sought to portray 
as evidence that they were seel 
ing a change in Iraq as well. 
Though 
joined 47 Democrats and an inde- 


several 


four Republicans 


a: 


dows sista 


pendent in backing the beginning 
of a troop withdrawal іп 120 
days, Bush was able to hold on to 
nearly all Republicans in the Sen- 
ate despite public expressions of 
dissatisfaction with the war by 


‘The Democrats fell eight votes 
short of the 60 needed to over- 
come a filibuster. They said the 
‘outcome showed that Republi- 
cans were preventing a majority 
of the Senate from trying t 
Bush to begin winding down 
‘combat operations in Iraq, and 


to keep pressuring Вер 


are going to have a chi 
home, explain their 
vote again,” said Sen. 


pledged to use an August recess 


ublicans. 


“Our colleagues in the Senate 


ance to go 
votes and 
Richard J. 


Durbin of Ilinois, the secon 


eventually I am confide 
inlraq” 
force Republicans who had 


proaches. 


ranking Senate Democrat. "And 


lent, theyll 


join us in changing the direction 


The Democratic move angered 


hoped to 


get a chance to push their ap- 


NYT 
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Editor Luverne В. Gueco 


dents of planes skidding off the tarmac 
at the airport, including one the day be- 
fore Tuesday's crash. 

The main runway had been resur- 
faced last month, but more work was 
scheduled for September to build 
grooves into the surface to allow for 
better water drainage. 

"Control tower operators had 
warned the runway should be closed 
because it didn't have ‘grooving,’ but 
no one in the government wanted to 
hear about it,” said Sergio Olivera, 
who heads the Federation of Air Con- 
trollers. 

The Justice Ministry said it had or- 
dered an investigation to establish 
whether the runway met technical and. 
legal security standards. 


Maximize productivity. at minimal cost, with һе .new 
Windows Vista? Copable* НР Compaq dx2300 
wer PC. It comes equipped with everything you 
keep things running smoothly, such os the powerful 
Core™? Duo Processor for improved multitasking 
ability. Convenient audio ports and front USB 2.0 ports 
for instant connectivity. And even оп optional 16-in-1 
media reader for quick access 10 digital files and 
outofihebox prodéctivity. Best of all, the ‘HP Compaq 
dx2300 Microtower PC is backed by HP's award-winning 
support and а robust warranty, ensuring. your investment 
stays in safe hands. Ultimately making the most of your 
budget, keeping your company’s bank account fat ond happy. 


САЦ 1:800-1441-6688 or (63: 
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POLICE, firefighters and ConEdison workers respond to the scene of 
an underground steam pipe explosion on July 18 in Manhattan. ғ 


Steam pipe blast spurs 
panic in 9/11-jittery NY 


NEW YORK—A STEAM PIPELINE 
exploded іп Manhattan оп 
Wednesday in a shower of hot va- 
por, mud and rock, sparking pan- 
icamong evening rush hour com- 
muters and rekindling memories 
of the Sept. 11 attacks among jit- 
tery New Yorkers. 

One person died of a cardiac 
arrest while around 20 civilians 
were injured, some of them seri- 
ously, Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
told reporters. Three or four fire- 
fighters were treated for minor 
injuries at the scene. 

"There is no reason to believe 
whatsoever that this is anything 
other than a failure of our infras- 
tructure,” Bloomberg said, dis- 
missing any possibility of a terror- 
ist link in the blast in one of New 
York's busiest business districts. 

He said that a 60-centimeter 
steam pipe installed in 1924 and 
used in the heating and cooling 
systems of office buildings in the 


Japan’s scandal-hit fund 
manager draws 2 years 


TOKYO—JAPANESE FUND MAN- 
ager Yoshiaki Murakami, a self pro- 
claimed corporate raider and cham. 
pion of investor rights, was jailed 
for two years and given a record 
fine Thursday for insider trading. 

The harsh penalty reflects а 
crackdown in Japan on the more 
free-wheeling, Western style of 
capitalism pioneered by Muraka- 
mi and another fallen icon, Taka- 
fumi Horie, founder of the dis- 
graced Internet firm Livedoor. 

The Tokyo District Court im- 
posed penalties totaling about 
1.15 billion yen ($9.4 million) оп 
Murakami, a 47-year-old former 
trade ministry bureauciat turned 
activist investor who led Japan's 
first hostile takeover bid. 


area had burst, possibly due to 
rain water from a morning deluge 
seeping into the pipe. 

The explosion, which left a 
crater in the middle of the street, 
sent clouds of steam, mud and 
rocks several stories into the air 
and left buildings in the area 
shaking while a lingering rumble 
could be heard several blocks 
away. 

Although police were quick to 
say there was nothing to indicate 
the explosion near Grand Central 
station was terrorist related, for 
some New Yorkers, the incident 
immediately revived memories of 
the Sept. 11 attacks of 2001 

“Obviously everybody thinks 
immediately of 9/11,” said Heiko 
Thieme, 63, who was on the 27th 
floor of a building overlooking 
the site of the underground ex- 
plosion at Lexington Avenue and 
41st street at the time of the blast. 

AFP 


His now-defunct investment 
fund was also fined another 300 
million yen. 

The case "hurts the credibility of 
the securities market tremendous- 
Jy? Judge Kunihiko Koma said. 

The crime had “a great impact 
on society, on ordinary investors 
who believed in the market and 
оп those who invested in the Mu- 
rakami fund as they believed in 
the ideals the accused talked 
about,” Koma added, 

Both Murakami and the fund 
appealed the verdict, which the 
fund manager and his lawyers 
slammed as an “an unfair ruling.” 
"We would like to seek appropriate 
judgment by filing an appeal,” they 
said ina statement. АЕР 
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Spotlight on Miller form 3522. 


душен. 
REAR егер cea ШШЩ ТТА 


ҚМ 


in ‘Fiesta’ rubber match === = 


ao | ка: 


By Мизоп В. Castillo Miller will again be the focal point ofthe Alas- Боп detonated at the start of the second period. ете қ Qui 
Р ary ka offense tonight, as the Aces have proven that | Rosell Elis and JJ Sullinger wil again igure in KAR nuur. uu es DU. 
н they can go wherever he takes them to. an interesting import duel even as Mac Cardona — ., x 5 
INA GAME AS RARE AS THIS — sionis уса рете whet now stands өз wil пу to get back at Mille, with whom he has SESE Sex 
one, statistics and past ac- ‚тке the second-biggest run in Finals history—a 22-0 had an intriguing confrontation in the title series. ырыл руш узи RAE status б 
complishments may not mat- 


ter much. 

“Jt will just come down to who is going to have 
а better night on that particular night," Alaska 
coach Tim Cone said, moments after forging а 
Game 7 for the PBA Fiesta Cup on Wednesday 
night with a 121-110 victory over Talk’N Text. 

The you-or-me Game 7, the first of its kind in 
four years, takes place at 6:45 tonight at the 
Cuneta Astrodome in Pasay City with the odds fa- 
voring neither team. 

"These teams are very evenly matched,” Cone 
said, “Talk ‘N Text is playing the best basketball 
right now They ve raised the level oftheir game.” 

‘Buc the Phone Pals couldn't raise it any higher 
in Game 6, when Willie Miller ran amuck in the 
first three periods and single-handedly bailed the 
‘Aces out with 35 of his career-high 37 points. 

"Thats the sign of a real superstar” Cone said 
of his 6foot guard. ‘A lot of people were saying 
things about him (after Game 5), myself includ- 
ей. He was awesome tonight and all he has to do 
isdo it again for us (today)." 

Talk N Text, seeking to win its first title in five 
years and only the second in franchise history has 
played in a Game 7 twice before and lost them 
both. Curiously on both occasions, the Phone Pals 
had taken 3-2 leads in both series. 

‘Alaska, on the other hand, is an even 3-3 in 
Game 7, with two of those losses also coming іп 
the Finals series. 

The Aces have a rich history at the Pasay 
venue, having dominated the league in the 1990s 
when it played there for six years. Alaska also 
‘Wor ЇЁ 1996 grand slam there, although it has 
yetto win atthe Astrodome in this tournament. 

“Talk "N Texts only title, the 2002 All-Filipino, 
also afte at the Cuneta. 

‘Another interesting piece of trivia is the 2-2 tie 
in titleplayoff matchup which Pumaren and 
Cone will break in today's game. 

"The last бте Talk ‘N Text lost a Game 7 was 
during the 2002 Commissioner's Cup against Red 
Bull, when Miller—who also won his first MVP 
plum that year—was with the Bulls. 
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ADAMSON'S Leo Canuday and 
Gorospe dispute the rebound with UST's 
Jervy Cruz and Dylan Ababou. 


комун 
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Archers trim hard-fighting 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


JUST WHEN LA SALLE FLIRTED WITH 
disaster in came Rico Maierhofer to the 
Archers rescue. 

Аз coach Franz Pumaren predicted, 
the Archers went through а “real test” 
against Far Eastem University before 
Maierhofer buried six of La Salle's last 10 
points for a 64-61 escape in the UAAP 
meris basketball tournament yesterday 
at the Ninoy Aquino Stadium. 

"It was a good test for the guys,” said 
Pumaren. “Down the line, we were able 
to hold our composure and pall through 
despitea bad start.” 

Unlike in their two blowout victories, 
the Archers played catch-up most of the 
game and even trailed, 11-22, early in 
the second period. 

“Thate to say it but the boys came into 
the game overconfident,” said Pumaren 
after the Archers joined the idle Univer- 
sity of the East Warriors on top at 3-0. 

Earlier, University of Santo Tomas 


GAMES TOMORROW 
(toy Aquino Stain) 
2p.m.—Hatonal U vs Ateneo (Ss) 
| “4ppm—Santo Tomas vs UP (Srs) 


knocked down the big zero in its win col- 
umn with a 96-84 win over Adamson. 

The defending champion Tigers may 
have been favored in the matchup, but 
for coach Pido Jarencio, the huge perfor- 
mances of Jervy Cruz, Francis Allera and 
Japs Cuan wiped away doubts of their ti- 
te-retention bid. 

The Tigers came back from a shaky 
first quarter with Allera firing 15 points 
from beyond the arc in the first half to 
finish with a team-high 26 points. 

‘Cruz added another monster game of 
24 points and 12 offensive boards. 

UST and FEU are tied at 1-2, while 
‘Adamson dropped to 03. 

Maierhofer scored on a crucial put- 
back with 153 minutes to go that 
pushed the Archers ahead at 62-59. 


4 Tamaraws; Tigers prevail 


Малу! Baracael nailed a triple with 
104 seconds left that sliced the deficit to 
a digit, 62-61, but Cholo Villanueva sank 
two buffer charities with 8.9 ticks left. 

The Tamaraws tried to forge exten- 
sion but their two three-point attempts 
in the waning seconds were off mark. 

‘The scares: 

First Game 

UST 95—Aera 25, Cruz 24, Cuan 11, Carias 10, 
‘Ababou 9, Espiritu 7, Tayor 4, Cortez 3, Mirza 2, Gie 
0.0000. 

ADAMSON Bt—Hugraten 32, Cabahug 24, 
балку 12, Мат 7, Yambot 4, Сааба 2. 
Gorosope 2. Gonzalgo 1, Santos 0. 

Quarter 18-28. 47-45, 6564, 95-04 

Second Game 

LA SALLE 6¢—Naierhoter 11, Вал 11, Mar- 
quus 8, Casio 8, Tang 7, led 8, Walsham 4, Vi- 
larva 4, 0523, Co 2, Males 0 

FEU б1—8изг 16, Sanga 9, Ramos 6, 
Озшайп 7, Barroca 7, Corantes 4, Femandez 4, 
Ado 3, Gala 2, Кашан 1, Alsb 0, Cabagnot 0, 
Reges. 

Quarters: 11-18, 2531, 46-50, 64-61 


Taiwanese oust siblings 


Asuncions follow Hidayat, Hashim to the showers 


By Romina S. Austria 


'HE PHILIPPINE CAMPAIGN IN THE 2007 BINGO 

jonanza Philippine Open Badminton Championships 
is over as three Filipino pairs, including siblings Ken- 
nie and Kennevic Asuncion, bowed out late Wednes- 


day and yesterday at the PhilSports Arena. 

The Asuncions, runners-up 
last year to Thais Sudket Pra- 
ракат! and Suralee Thoung- 
thongkam, fell to Chien Yu- 
chin and Hsieh Yu-hsin of Chi- 
nese Taipei, 16-21, 16-21, in 
the second round of the mixed 
doubles yesterday to extin- 
guish all hopes of an RP crown 


MATCHES TODAY 
(йвапепїпа5, 
PhiSports Arena) 
2pm—Miret 
doubles 
330 p.mWomen's 
singles 
Tpm.—Merissingles 
745p.m—NWomen's 
doubles. 

8:90 p.m—Men's 
doubles 


this year. 


Late Wednesday sisters 
Rachel and Raquel Guerrero 
bowed to Sook Chin Chong 


and Amelia Alicia Алзейу, 21- 

9, 21-17, in the first round of the women's doubles. 
Irene Chie and Therine Thristie Chan followed the 

«Guerrero sisters to the sidelines with a 10-21, 4-21 defeat 


‘to Zhao Tingting and Yang Wei of Chin: 


Kennies partnership with Indonesia's Lili Wang also 
didn't go far as they yielded to the Russian pair of Nina 


Vislova and Valeri Sorokina, 21-9, 21-11, for а third 
„straight RP loss in the women's doubles opener. 


Kennevic said their opponents were simply too strong. 


2. “We know мете facing a stronger opponent,” said 
*Kennevic, the countrys lone singles qualifier who 
dropped his first-round game to Malaysian Yogendran 
Krishnan, 21-17, 21-14, on Wednesday. "We tried to 
match their strength and power with quickness but they 


simply overpowered us." 


The Taiwanese duo are ranked 515: against the world 
No. 31 Asuncions but they also own a victory in their first 


i meeting during the 2006 Macau Open. 


The Asuncions exit came on a day when Olympic gold 
medalist and fifth seed Taufik Hidayat of Indonesia and 
Malaysian defending champion Hafiz Hashim likewise 


lost their second-round matches. 


With Hidayat and Hashim out ofthe way, top seed and 
World No. 2 Chen Hong of China seemed to have an easy 


zpath to the tite 


Pukhoy, 13-21, 23-21, 21-13. 


petition has become easier. 


have to do my best.” 


Tn other matches, second seed Lee Chong Wei of 


“1 feel good and my fitness is great,” said the 30-year- 
old Chen through Kennevic who acted as his interpreter. 
But the star from Fujian province doesn’t feel the com- 11. 


“з stil the same,” said Chen, who will face in today’s 
quarterfinals the winner between Korean Lee Cheol-ho 
and Nguyen. ‘All the players are good, that’s why 1 still 


presstime. 


gles after top 


KENNIE (left) and Kennevic Asuncion brace for a return from Taiwanese Chien Yu-chin and Hsieh Yu-hsin in 
their mixed doubles second-round match yesterday. 


‘Chen beat India's Anand Pawar in the round-of 32, 21- 
14, 21-18, and then disposed of Malaysian Chan Kwong 
Beng in the afternoon's third round, 21-17, 21-11 

Hidayat, also a gold medalist in the 2006 Doha Asian 
Games, lost to Vietnam's Nguyen Tien Minh, 18-21, 13- 
21, while Hashim was ousted by Russian Stanislav 


 INQUREA PHOTOROMY HOMLLADA 


Malaysia also barged into the second round with a 13-21, 
21-15, 21-16 victory over Tommy Sugiarto of Indonesia. 
He was playing No. 11 Andrew Smith of England at 


Japan suffered a double whammy in the women’s sin- 


seed Eriko Hirose retired in her match 


against Canada's Anna Rice because of a hamstring in- 


jury, despite I 


leading, 9-21, 4-10, while seventh seed 


Kaori Mori bowed to Hong Kong's Zhou Mi, 21-12, 21- 


Mixed doubles top seed Lilyana Natsir and Nova Wid- 


anto of Indonesia reached the third round, stopping Bir- 
git Overzier and Kristof Hopp of Germany, 21-13, 21-8, 
while compatriots and No. 2 seeds Vita Marissa and 


Flandy Limpele followed with a 21-13, 21-6 thrashing of 


Louisa Koon Wai-chee and Hui Wai-ho of Hong Kong. 


RP five tackles Kuwaitis in tune-up today 


‘THE SMC-PILIPINAS SQUAD CLASHES 
with Kuwait in the first of two friendlies to- 
дау as the Filipinos wrap up the final phase 

“oftheir preparation for the Fiba-Asia Men's 
Championship. 

7” Gametime is 5 pm. at the Sta, Lucia 
East Grand Mall. 

But the RP team’s final lineup will not 
be released until after the managers’ meet- 
ing in Japan, which will be held on the eve 
of the Tokushima joust, where the Philip- 


MEGA SALE 


on July26, 2007 - STARTS AT 


pines is bracketed 
with China, Jordan 
and Iran in the pre- 
liminary round. 

Coach Си 
Reyes still has 15 
players for the goodwill games with the 
Kuwaitis, who came over to also sharpen 
their skills for the Olympic qualifier 

4 doubt if we're going to make an an- 
nouncement (of the lineup) here,” said 


GAME TODAY 

(Sta Lucia East Ma 

5 p.m—SMC-AP 
vs. Kuwait 


Reyes, whose task is to take the RP team to 
the Olympics for the first time in 35 years. 

‘All members of the RP pool Jimmy 
Alapag, Asi Taulava and Renren Ritualo of 
Talk N Text, Mark Caguioa, Jayjay Helter- 
brand and Eric Меліс of Ginebra, Kerby 
Raymundo and James Yap of Purefoods, 
Danny Seigle and Dondon Hontiveros of 
‘San Miguel Beer, Tony dela Cruz of Alaska, 
Mick Pennisi of Red Bull, Ranidel de 
Ocampo of Air21, Fil-Am Gabe Norwood 


of George Mason University, and Kelly 
Williams of Sta. Lucia Realty—attended 
yesterday moming’s resumption of prac- 
tice at the Moro Lorenzo Sports Center. 

Norwood and Williams have not se- 
cured their Philippine passports, while 
Yap, Seigle and Helterbrand are sil nurs- 
ing injuries. 

in Japan, the Philippines will have to 
finish atleast second behind China to eam 
aslotto the Olympics. Musong R. Castillo 


Red Lions, Knights seek 5th 
straight win over lowly foes 


DEFENDING CHAM- ұй 
pion San Beda and Le- 
tran, both unbeaten af- 
ter four games, warm 
up for their first round 
showdown next week 
by going up against 
separate rivals today in 
men's basketball of the 
NCAAatthe Arena. 

Leran will take on 
struggling Jose Rizal at 
2 pm. while San Beda 
locks homs with rising 
‘San Sebastian in the 
second game ar 4. 

The Red Lions will Бе coming from a nine-day 
rest even as the Stags try to extend their two- 
game winning run and improve their 3-2 record. 

‘Against the powerhouse lineup of San Beda 


0А.М. SHARP 


STANDINGS W 

SanBeda 4 

Letran 4 pes 

S Sebastian 3 

Perpetual 2 

Mapua 2 

Jose Rizal 1 

St Benilde 1 

GAMES TODAY (The 
‘Arena, San Juan) 
2psm—Letran vs 

Jose Rizal (Srs) 
4pm—San Sebas- 
tian vs San Beda (Srs) 


andis: 


cuted 


P 


by the fearsome Sam Ekwe, the Stags will 
have to draw the best from 6-foot-9 Francis de 


6-foot-6 Jason Ballesteros and their resi- 


dent scorers Jim Viray and Gilbert Bulawan. 
“Ош game (against San Sebastian) is a good 
platform going to our last first-round assignment 
(versus Letran), especially with regard to mental 
toughness,” said San Beda coach Frankie Lim. 
Letran coach Louie Alas shares that sentiment 


also planning to use their game against the 


Heavy Bombers to gauge their preparedness for 
their July 25 match versus San Beda. 
"The past two games we have successfully exe- 


‘our defensive game, hopefully we can sus- 


tain this all the way to the end of the first round,” 
said Alas. 

The Knights are fresh from a 68-52 triumph 
over Perpetual where veteran forward Dina Daa 
grabbed a season-high 25 rebounds. 


Marc Anthony Reyes 
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Castro forgoes PBA draft 
to play for flag in SEAG 


FOR JASON CASTRO, COUNTRY GETS PRI- 
ойу over money. 

Heeding the call of duty, Harbour Centre's 
prolific guard will pass up next month's PBA 
draft pick to spearhead the Philippine men's 
teams titie-retention campaign in the South- 
east Asian Games basketball compettions in 
Thailand in December. 

"Playing in the PBA is everybody's dream 
but playing for the country is something you 
have to embrace, said Castro. 

Only 21, Castro powered Harbour to the 
PBL Unity Cup tile recently en route to be- 
‘coming the league's first back-to-back МУР. 

The S-foot-10 Pampanguefio also played 
a vial role in the Harbour-RP teams tite run 
inthe Seaba Club Championship in Jakarta. 

Castro's decision elated amateur basket- 
ball godfather and Harbour Center owner Mi- 
kee Romero, 

"fm glad Jason made that decision, at 
least we are assured of having one good guy 
inthe team.” sad Romero. "Thats a great 
sacrifice on his рап because most of the big 
stars in the amateur ranks are ай setto join 
the pro ranks." Roy Luarca 


Smart-Petron poomsae up 
ANOTHER BIG TAEKWONDO EVENT—THE 
2007 Patron-Smart national poomsae cham- 
pionships—Kicks off this Sunday at the Ni- 
now Aquino Stadium. 

Poomsae, or forms, is becoming more 
popular in international taekwondo since itis 
an integral part of the sport, according to 
Philippine Taekwondo Association president 
Robert М. Aventalado. 

Through poomsae, a practitioner devel- 
ops his sense of balance, speed, timing, co- 
ordination and power. 

bout 1,000 athletes from 12 regions in- 
cluding ARMM, CAR, Caraga and NCR are 
expected to see action. 

‘Organizing commit chair Sung Chon 
Hong says competition wil be conducted in 
three events—standard, team standard and 
team free style synchronized poomsae. 

There wil also be three age classifica- 
tions—13 and below (children), 14017 (u- 
nior) and 18 and above (senior) 

Competition stats at 10am. 


BTV telecasts Fiba Asia tilt 
THE PHILIPPINES WILL BE OUT TO RE- 
claim a berth in Olympic basketball when it 
Vies in the 2007 Fiba Asian Championship on 
-Jy28 to Aug. Sin Tokushima, Japan. 

Basketball TV wil let Fiipino basketball 
fans keep track of the country's campaign by 
bringing the action from the group elimina- 
tion ali the way to the finals. 

“The semifinals, bate for third place and 
the finals wil be aired ive. 

‘San Migue-Piliinasis bracketed in the 
same group as China, Jordan and Iran in the 
group elimination. 


Go, Valdez іп Scoop session 
OFFICIALS AND ATHLETES FROM ATHLET- 
ics and muay thai will be the quests of to- 
days session of the Sports Communicators 
Organization of the Philippines (SCOOP) fo- 
rum at Kamayan Restaurant in Padre Faura. 
Philippine Amateur Track and Field Asso- 
tiation head Go Teng Kok and Muay Thai As- 
sociation of the Philippines head Roberto 
Valdez wil discuss their respective prepara- 
tons fo the coming SEA Games in Thailand. 
‘The weekly program sponsored by Accel. 


Pasay 6-cock finals today 
THE CHAMPIONSHIP ROUND OF PASAY 
CITY Cockpit's 2151 Anniversary 6-Cock Der- 
by gets under way today with Sagupaan 
Complexor 3000 as sponsor. The first of 
more than 100 encounters unfolds at 1 p.m. 

Top qualifiers, with two wins each, include 
Jun Dictado of Laguna, Patrick Antonio, 
Frank Cabaddu, Jun Topacio, Wilmer Ting, 
Jimmy Batuan, Pepito Ngo, Benson Patricio, 
Kabu Taniguchi of Japan, Fred Catapang, 
Benny Balac, Roger Segismundo, Danie бе 
Castro, Mayor Nick Ordonia, Tady Palma, 
Rey Soberano and Win Sy 

‘total guaranteed prize of P2 milion 
awaits the champions. 


Malati derby stakes P0.3M 


TOP-FLIGHT MATCHES RESUME AT THE 
Макай Coliseum on Monday with the staging 
of the WTJ 3-Cock Derby sponsored by B- 
Meg Derby Ace and Gran Matador. 

“The champions will get a guaranteed prize 
‘of P300,000, said promoters Lito Orillaza, 
Rudy Salud and Wiliam Co of WTJ Sports 
and Amusement Corp. Entry fee is P8,800. 

Orilaza said the easy 3-cock format and 
low entry fee wil allow participants to fied 
‘one or two entries. 

"Two more 3-cock events unfold at Makati 
Coliseum on July 30 and Aug. 6. 


Race 1—Royal 
Family (3), 


BY TOP CHOICE 


таме! (2), Giry (3), Fulloka (6), Princess 
о! Aschen (1) 

Race 3—OrV/Tri—Siver Dollar (4), Detective 
Daryl (1), Mandalay Bay (3), Brazen Truth 


[5] 

Race 4—(OrV/tr) —Foryoureyesony (1), Tata 
Ra (3), Paramount (4), Rain Dancer (7) 

Race 5—{Tti)—Stop Taking (4), Chariot of 
Fire (6), Dancing Polly (1) 

Race 6—(Penta/Or/Tr}—Honey Ur Mine (2), 
‘Advance Party (4), Coat of Arms (3), AI- 
taptap (6), Princess Ther Thery (8) 

Race 7—{OnVTr)—Affirmed Quesn/Out of 
Sight (1), Nice Legs (3), Magical Strest 
(0), Materia World (7) 

Race 8—(Ол/Тпу—1огй Eigene (1), Batong 
‘sar (6), Sun and Wind/Donna Missier 
(7), Burst of Speed (5) 

Race ‘Super GürVi)—Shutter. (2), 
Hussy (4), Irupt (8), Fame of The Wind 
(9), Blingaling (6), Sophia's Magic (1) 
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ungolfers on target for 5 


Dela Paz, Legaspi ahead; Ardina gains share of 2nd 


SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA—BAMBEE DELA PAZ AND MIA LEGASPI SEIZED THE 
solo lead in their respective divisions while Dottie Ardina bounced back into 
contention on Wednesday (Thursday in Manila) as the Philippines boosted its 
drive for a repeat of last year's three titles in the Callaway Junior World Champi- 


‘onships in various courses here. 

Playing in the final flight, Dela Paz came 
through with a brilliant birdie par-eagle fin- 
ish for a second straight two-under-par 72 
and seized the solo lead in the girls 15-17 
division with a 144 total at Torrey Pines. 

Japanese Rilako Morita stood second at 
145 after a 68, even as Cyna Rodriguez, 
‘who was tied with Bambee along with five 
others for the first round lead Tuesday, 
dropped to 11th after a 78. 

Rodriguez ran into а triple bogey-double 
bogey mishap on the sixth and seventh 
holes and fll to 150. 


Legaspi firmed up her tide-retention bid 
in the girls 7-8 class as the daughter of the 
ex-chief of staff of former President Fidel 
Ramos scored a threeunder 55 for а 36- 
hole aggregate of 117 at the Pine Glenn 
course of the Sycuan Resort 

Mia was ahead by two strokes over Angel 
‘Tiangi Yin of the United States. 

After struggling with a 73, Ardina thrust 
herself into the mix with the days best 
round of two-under-par 70 at Sycuan-Oak 
Glen and tied for second place at 143. 

But Ardina stil had a lot of ground to 


cover with Victoria Tanco of Argentina stay- 
ing in front by four strokes with a 71-139. 

Princess Superal jumped to third in the 
girls’ 11-12 although she was seven adrift; 
Bernice Ойуагер-Паз was also in third spot 
in the girs’ 6-under but 12 shots behind the 
Mexican frontrunner while Andie Unson 
moved a notch to fifth, 10 shots off the lead, 
in the girls 11-12 years. 

But the Filipino boys from the Jungolf 
Foundation of the Philippines delegation 
which is supported here by PAL, PCSO, Elec- 
trobus/Callaway, INQumx Gour and Intel 
floundered, with former champion Wolen 
Superal crashing out in the boys 13-14 play 

Marcel Puyat (13-14) and Bino dela Paz 
(11-12) were tied for 11th 

‘Superal proved to be the biggest casualty 


forthe Filipinos after he soared to an 82 and 
failed to make it to the final round action. 
Fifteen other RP bets missed the cut 

Jungolf chair and founder Amalia M. 
tecllo sent her best wishes to the kids 
“We're hoping for the best tomorrow. Well 
be praying for the all those in the running so 
we can win three titles again.” 

теріне resis: 

Оша rs 2344 B. dea Paz 1, 7480 б. Ro- 
биди FI, 76-154 А. De Guzman T29, 78-155 C. lea 
SS T1885 acu T48, 83-161 P Sûto 70 Bor 86: 
Т M. Yee T128, 84-184 J. Andon T144, 60167 А. Guy 


TIS 

ass B Gne: 70-143 D. Ardina T2 63-158 A. de Va 
Massed ut 86-165 M Woo MC, 82-173. Salvador NC 94- 
485M Monsalve MG: Boys: 71-145 M Puyat T11, 74-153 E. 
Khida MG, 7-156. Cartos МС. 82-157 W. Supermal МС 

‘Class Gi: 72-147 A. Unson TS, 72-151 L Gahasa 
тә, 80:164 T Sabater MC; Boys: 68:147 B ба Paz T11, 76- 
151 UR Gonzales T26, 78-52 М. Tabuena T31, 7740 А. 


EZ 


DELA PAZ: Birdie-par-eagle finish 


Gundonco MO, 821608 Go MC. 

‘Clas Drs 57-116 P. Superal T3 59-121 Darieta Uy 
та, 66-135 в. Pagangaran MO. Boys: 65-30 JR Ramos 
19, 64-192 M. Voa T27, 88-198 T. Arevalo T40, 

Clas Eiris: 55117 M. Legaspi 1,68-129LK Go T10, 
67-134 A Arevalo МС. Boys: 68-125 L Uy T12, 6-132 R. 
Monsalve MG 76:146 K. Arlo МС, 72-149 Lai MG 

"ass Р—бї 60-122 В Ohartr-as 3rd, 65-129 A. 
Nocum Gh; Boys: 71-137 P. Winsett 132 80-139 D. Bantug 
Т, 74-144 A Gastos TAS (T foc ted; МС for missed 


Newman’s 
US race team 
taps Michele 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


55 


һоте 
depot 


alabang. baliuag 
manila bay e ortigas 


See flyers for more details. 


HER CAREER JUST 

shifted into high gear. 
Ina major career 

move, teenage Fil- 
ipino-American driver 
Michele Bumgamer 
has joined the S&L 
Racing Newman/ 
Wachs, becoming the 
first Filipino to sign up 
witha major race team 

E inthe United States. 

“t feels really good, Pm surprised to be in this 
position,” said Bumgarner ч didn't think it will 
come this quick. All ош hard work paid off” 

S&L Racing isa North Carolina-based team. 
owned by NFL Hall of Famer Gale Sayers and Su- 
per Bowi champion MVP Ray Lewis in partner- 
ship with veteran actor and racing enthusiast 
Paul Newman and Eddie Wachs. 

‘The team picked Bumgamer among several 
aspirants after the three-time Asian karting 
‘champion ruled the kart, road car and formula 
‘car races in the recent Accelerate Drivers 
‘Shootout in Phoenix, Las Vegas and California. 

*[was really, really nervous to begin with," 
Bumgarner said during a press conference yes- 
terday at City Kart in Parafiaque. "T had to im- 
press the team owners.” 

The 17-year-old Bumgamer will start training 
with her new team late this month for the next 
‘open-wheel Formula Atlantic Champ Car season 
from April to August 2008, 

“Everything well do in 2007 is to get ready for 
the 2008 season,” said Lee Bumgamer, Michele's 
father and personal mentor. “They have alot of 
plans for her in the next three to five years to take 
her to the top level of motorsports.” 

‘The Champ Car Atlantic series often paves the 
way for stints їп the elite Champ Car World Se- 
ries or the Indy Racing League. 

“This is where] want to be,” said Bumgarner, 
“Tm getting close to my dream. This doesn't real- 
уу happen to anyone at my age." 
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224 CANTOR 


to beat in 42K 
Milo qualifier 


DEFENDING CHAMPION EDUARDO “VER- 
tek” Buenavista looms as the prohibitive fa- 
vore when the 31st National Milo 
Marathon holds its national capital region 
qualifying race this Sunday at the Quirino 
Grandstand in Manila. 

Buenavista, who finished last year’s full- 
distance 42K qualifying in two hours, 33 
‘minutes and 10 seconds, failed to compete in 
the yearend grand finals, however, as he was 
preparing for the Doha Asian Games. 

‘With his stint in the Thailand SEA Games 
this December still in question, he is setting 
his eyes on a second Milo national title. 

‘Buenavista won his only Milo crown in 
2000. And he did it in record fashion with a 
time of 2:22:21. His record was broken in 
2005 by Cresenciano Sabal at 2:21:33. 

Buenavista and Sabal have been suspend- 
ed by the Philippine Amateur Track and 
Field Association (Patafa) for running in an 
‘unsanctioned race last May. 

Sabal has already qualified to this year's 
finale after topping the season's inaugural 
stage in Batangas City last January. 

‘The qualifying time for the NCR leg is 4 
hours for the men and 4:30 for the women, 

‘Aside from the centerpiece 42K run which 
willbe flagged off at 4:30 a.m, at the Klome- ee CE 
ter O mark at the Rizal Monument, races will emos Д ана Жы : 


be held in the Қ tances, "n " 

Cose ес р башчы. 0%* interest on installment payments 

сиик ^|. exclusively available for HSBC credit cards. 

Spor Pat Gocong A exc k А 
‘Al participants ofthe 42K run are advised рет 7 

to be at the assembly area on Roxas Blvd, at „е 

the Lumeta not later than 4 a.m. 
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TIGER Woods studies his position on the. 


Illam teams bound : issuer tis postion an the 
for LL World Series 


THE PHILIPPINES SCORED A MILE- The Ilam Junior Boys (13 to 14) wil 
Stone when three International Little — see action in the Taylor, Michigan. leg 
League Association of Manila or Il- of the World Series from Aug. 1200 18. 
lam teams swept their Asia-Pacific Managed by Kathy Tanco-Ong and 
‘opposition and earned the rightto coached by Egay de los Reyes and Ed- 
represent the region in the Little win Mercado, the team is sponsored by 
League World Series slated in Penn- бап Miguel Corp. Directory Philippines 
sylvania, Oregon and Michigan. Corp. Pioneer Life Insurance, Alabang 
First at bat were the Пат Major Giris Country Club and the Paba. 
(ages 10 to 12), who wil head for Port- The Philippine Big Giris (17 to 18). 
land, Oregon, next month forthe World anchored mainly by llam giris, wil join 
‘Series. Managed by Јову and Weena the Kalamazoo, Michigan, World Series 
‘Mendoza, the giris are sponsored by Coached by Karin Holisteiner, the team 
Pagcor, Ayala Land, Uratex, ATR Kim Б supported by SMART Gold, Tadeo, 
Eng Securities and Stradcom. Le Soleil De Boracay and Just Jewels. : 5 recon базы 


Woods, Choi trail 
by 1 in British Open 


CARNOUSTIE, SCOT- 
land—Two years after winning 
the US Open, Michael Campbell 
believes he has finally regained 
his appetite for winning major 
titles. 
The New Zealander, the early 
i clubhouse leader at the British Open 
Trade-In after an opening 68 at Camousti, 
Your Old Car On A has, in his own words, endured a 


“torrid” time since his win in 2005, 
Brand-New X-TRAIL Or missing the cut in three of the four 
majors last year as well as this year's 7 
SENTRA And We'll Give You Masters Сюзи тре 
Tiger Woods got his quest fora |, Я 
hat-trick of British Open wins off to , "But now Ive got that fre in my 
рону) belly right now, and I know Tve got 
"The world No. 1 looked comfort. the game to win more major cham- 
able despite the early moming chill ionships. It was hard to get up in 
and damp that saw him keep alight (Пе moming and play golf, because T 
jacket on for the front nine and pull Һай achieved a lifetime goal. 
vee tick gloves between sho to , Butnow Tve tumed that around, 
к= гер har any Му mindset now is Ive got to win 
He went out in threeunder 33 MOre majors” 
thanks to an eagle at the par five Campbell 38, has always worked 
fifth when he hit a tremendous sec- Wita psychologist but he also cred- 
dahoro 12 feet fromthe in. isa new putter and a bit of advice 
He dropped shots atthe 12th and бот! Vijay Singh for the turnaround 
E e 130. meng 1200 puts on both im his fortunes here. "I changed put- 
зу / icons Bur a monster putt for © two or three weeks ago, and that 
S reu birdie at the par-three 16th brought ely helped me today 1 think I 
2. On JULY 21 & 22, trade In your old vehicles at authorized NISSAN dealers for a brand new the smile back o his face as he com- holed three 30foore ош there and 
АЛО CHAAR, АЫ sot ts of FREE Wests and surprises for you end yourfami {| | Реа the tough three final holes in "о ew Zealander went 
Ие "The New Zealander went on to 
Soul korean KJ Choi, pulled Teall how a chance encounter with 
down by two late bogeys, matched Singh at the European РСА Cham- 
Wo. pionship in May had triggered a key 
Campbell admitted that his Changeinhisswing 
D м achievement of a lifetime's ambition Бауы һе had а av 
5-і ith B (i ii l Е ? at Pinehurst had left him unsure уиуу 
ress-Up Your NISSAN With These Body Kits Oozing With Style! / md а леш Пай А hiapo S gave me a tip— Michael, just work 
E “The mistake 1 made was to have 09 Уфт and your routine 
Ly of winning а major as my ulate “Ever since then, let couple “ 
Ж 3 c 0 n months, working on my 
X-TRAIL SENTRA еу. Я = IRIS M rhythm and routine. Thats it simple 
Onboard DVD 1.6 1.3 AT/PWR on 2 He added: “It felt hard to get up els oe ee 
ith 9.2" Moni не = туз А in the morning and play It was quite Д 
with 82" Monitor Rear Spoiler Back Sensor n Beare ro have that feeling Timewit hopefully II be doing okay by the 
Back Sensor LED Signal Lamp | Keyless Alarm ‘was all about my desire. weekend. 
Rear Skirt Alloy Wheels 3 E 
P30,000 Front Chin Spoiler 
H Side Skirt 


emp Doping case bugs 
tour; French wins 


MARSEILLE, ары 7 9) gully spread through 
France—Just when the field. 
the Tour de France hs “The entire team was 
was getting interest- 4 (ЖТ stunned” TMobile 
ing, doping allega- sporting manager Bob 
tions have surfaced 7 Stapleton said. “It was 
again, quite a shock to every- 
Germany's суйш 4 body but .. theyre 
federation said Wednes- ^ fighters, they came here 
дау that preliminary re- to compete." 
sults from a surprise an- ат While the results took 
tidoping est on суй VASSEUR "* two weeks to come to 
Patrik Sinkewitz during a taining light, Sinkewitz and four teammates 
session last month turned up high меге tested June 8 during training 
levels of testosterone. run in the Pyrenees mountains— 
on = m em " Pese сер iren of the TMobile team where the race heads next week. 
ЕГІ Si P 77 ^| member who crashed into a specta- 108 not possible. I know nothing 
Swonderful. SDelectable, SIRRESISTIBLE! ——— | toron Sunday and withdrew from about it” Sinkewiz tld the Ger 
ш] the Tour de France, prompted Ger- тап news agency DPA. “I am about 
Tan ESET — man public broadcasters to end to have surgery I can't deal with it 
ess : = their race coverage and threatened now” 
SSS es er to overshadow a race that had TMobile said Sinkewitz was un- 
(SENTRA 8.158 reached its midpoint Wednesday  dergoing surgery on his jaw at a 
[sewTRA 1.5 Оз AT Y saam Cedric Vasseur became the first Hamburg, Germany clinic, a conse- 
[SENTRA 13 AT x 7.504 French rider to win a stage this year quence of Sunday's crash. 
pm e with a sprint at the finish of Wednes- The revelation was a blow for T- 
days 229.5-kilometer (142.6-mile) Mobile, which has enacted some of 
SEE ERS For HORE DETAILS PROMO PERIOD: ANY 10 TO SEP 30.2007 + SPECH FINANCING PLANS AVMLABLE. SUBJECT TO BASS APPROVAL- Per D-egn ПРА Pet Ne. 07-283. Эмезе aoe. | 10th stage from Tallard to Marseille the toughest anti-doping measures 
under a searing sun. in the sport in response to doping 
Michael Rasmussen retained the controversies. Jan Ullrich, a former 
f єз overall leader's yellow jersey, finish- team leader who won the Tour in 
E ing safely in 30th place among his 1997, retired this year after һе was 
top rivals. The Dane is two minutes, mentioned in the Spanish anti-dop- 
35 seconds ahead of second-placed ing probe known as Operation Puer- 
TRS тег = sexe Aleandro Valverde of Spain, and to. 
ыы казан. oe ee 2:39 in front of fellow Spaniard Iban The team has been trying to re- 
NISSAN MOTOR MASM miam cima Кашар не solet uos лар mé | Mayointhird. build among young riders. Sinke- 
PHILIPPINES, ING. vx pa n po z The results of Sikewizs A” witzis 26. 
E Fori En 5 sample, announced in Germany TMobile temporarily suspended 
a: cn , shortly before the stage began, Sinkewiz. AP 
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With peso 
up, gov't 
saves P20B 
in 1st half 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE GOVERNMENT SAVED 
P20.2 billion іп the first half of 
the year due to the appreciation 
of the peso, which allowed it to 
pay less interest on its maturing 
obligations. 

Data from the Department of 
Finance (DOF) showed that the 
government spent P129.6 billion 
in January to June to pay for in- 
terest on loans—lower than the 
expected P149.9 billion. 

The liabilities of the govern- 
ment consist of those incurred 
through the issuance of govern- 
ment securities here and abroad, 
and availment of official develop- 
ment assistance extended by for- 
eign lenders. 

The government spends a sub- 
stantial amount ofits annual bud- 
get to pay off interest on matur- 
ing liabilities. For the entire year, 
the government has programmed 
P318 billion for interest pay- 
ments. This represents 28 percent 
of the P1.126-trillion national 
budget for 2007. 

Finance officials said the low- 
er-than-programmed payments 
for interest on liabilities was at- 
tributed largely to the strength- 
ening of the peso. The peso ap- 
preciation helped tim the 
amount of foreign currency de- 
nominated debts in local curren- 
cy terms. 

Тһе government's budget pro- 
gram for the year, which showed 
that it could spend P149.9 billion 
for interest payments in the first 
half, was based on the assump- 
tion that the peso would average 
only between 48 and 50 per dol- 
lar. 

But because of huge dollar in- 
flows, the peso has been hitting 
record highs, even breaking into 
the 45-to-a-dollar territory, since 
the start of 2007. Again, the peso 
yesterday hit a seven year-high, 
closing at 45:$1. 

The Bangko Sentral ng Pilip- 
inas earlier said the rising dollar 
inflows resulting in the apprecia- 
Чоп of the peso was due to the in- 
crease in aggregate income of 
overseas Filipino workers, who 
remit their earnings to their fami- 
lies in the country. 


GSIS willing to defend its | 
insurance plan in court 


THE GOVERNMENT SERVICE 
Insurance System (GSIS) said ir 
was willing to defend in court its 
proposal to take over the motor 
vehicle and third-partly liability 
insurance business, stressing that 
its plan was the best way to ad- 
dress insurance-related fraud. 

Winston Garcia, GSIS president 
and general manager, said in an in- 
terview that his office would pur- 
sue its plan to be the sole provider 
of insurance for motor vehicles and 
third-party liabilities despite strong 
‘opposition from other players in 
the insurance industry 

“Our proposal will protect the 
public from fraud, and it is the 
most convenient for them,” Gar- 
cia said. "We are willing to go to 
court to fight for this." 

He gave the statement when 
asked about his comment on the 
nonlife insurance industry's stiff 
opposition to the GSIS plan. 

The Philippine Insurers and 
Reinsurers Association (Pira) earli- 
er said it would sue the Depart- 
ment of Transportation and Com- 
munication if it would push 
through with the implementation 
of Department Order No. 2007-28. 

‘The department order states 
that vehicle owners shall automati- 
cally have their comprehensive 
third-party liability (CTPL) insur- 
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Shares down 0.80% 


SHARE PRICES YESTERDAY 
closed 0.80 percent lower as in- 
vestors locked in profits follow- 
ing a pullback on Wall Street 
overnight, dealers said 

Also, trade is likely to remain. 
tepid until after President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo's annual address 
to Congress next Monday, they 
added. 

‘The composite index finished 
down 31.89 points at 3,702.91 
after trading between 3,696.42 
and 3,734.80 points. 

The all-share index fell 18.13 
points to 2,396.57. There were 
103 decliners and 22 advancers, 
while 48 stocks were unchanged. 

Volume amounted to 4.2 bil 
lion shares worth P4.6 billion 
($101.8 milion). APP 


ance upon registration of their ve- 
hides with the Land Transporta- 
tion Office and upon payment of 
registration and insurance fees. 


"The order was issued on July | 


15 and was supposed to take ef- 
fect 15 days later. 

‘The DOTC said in the order that 
there would be only one insurance 
company to handle all the vehicle 
insurance business. Reports earlier 
said that the DOTC tapped Nation- 
al Reinsurance Corp., partly owned 
by the GSIS, tobe the sole provider 
of CTPL insurance. 

Pira, which has over 90 nonlife 
insurance firms as members, said 
the DOTC order was unconstitu- 
tional because it allows for a 
monopoly of the CTPL business. 

The DOTC order was tem- 
porarily put on hold after the De- 
partment of Finance asked that jt 
be subjected to a review first. 

The Insurance Commission, an 
attached agency of the DOR earli 
ег said it was against a monopoly 
of the СІРІ. insurance business 
and was in favor of having a free 
market that is properly regulated. 

‘But Garcia stressed that the GSIS 
proposal was not a full monopoly 
He explained that the GSIS would 
reinsure 80 percent of its liabilities 
with other insurance firms in the in- 
dustry. Michelle V Remo 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


THE PESO ROSE TO A NEW SEVEN-YEAR HIGH, AND 
briefly flirted above a major resistance level, as fund 
flows into the local stock market ahead of a major 


stock offering continued. 


At the Philippine Dealing System, 
the peso closed at 45:$1—its highest 
level since August 2000—after 
touching P44.99 during afternoon 
trading. The closing rate marked a 
28-centavo appreciation for the lo- 
cal currency against the US dollar 
which, in recent weeks, has been 
taking a beating in foreign exchange 


ме markets worldwide. 
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Nonetheless, the head of one of 
the most influential treasury opera- 
tions in the country pointed out that 
recent developments on the local 
and international front have yet (0 
make their influence felt on the local 

currency. 
"The foreign exchange play is sup- 
ply driven and has not factored in in- 
тов: 
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ABS-CBN income jumps 77% 


By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 


TELEVISION GIANT ABS-CBN BROAD- 
casting Corp. reported that its net ir 
соте jumped 77 percent to P739 mil 
lion from P417 million їп the same peri- 
od in 2006. 

The company cited improvement 
іп its advertising business and the 
contribution of its subscription-based 
am. 

Tn the second quarter, its net in- 
come grew 54 percent to P459 mil- 
lion, from P299 million in the same. 
quarter last year, said Miguel Jose 
Navarette, ABS-CBN vice president 
and chief finance officer. 

Navarette said in press briefing 
that the company also expects this 
year's net earnings to exceed P1 bil- 
lion. 

“At the rate we're going, we may 
exceed P1 billion ... but there are fac- 
tors out of our control,” Navarette 
said. “The (budget) deficit was big 
and, if it weren't for (the public fiscal 
deficit), analysts said the peso would 
have been at 43 instead of 45 
would impact on businesses and ad- 
vertisers." 

Gross revenue increased by 12 per- 
cent year-on-year to P9.2 billion from 
P8.19 billion in the same semester the 
previous year, driven by higher air- 
time revenue and sale of services. 

Gross airtime revenue grew a rO- 


bust 20 percent to P6.2 billion from 
P5.14 billion on the back of improv- 
ing ratings and higher advertising 
volume, as well as significant contri- 
bution from election spending. 

"While industry advertising TV min- 
шев dipped 4 percent, ABS-CBN still 
managed to show some growth of 0.2 
percent year-on-year, it said in a dis- 
closure. 

ABS-CBN claims it is the nation- 
wide leader in both audience share 
and ratings, enjoying an advantage of 
10 and 4 percentage points, respec- 
tively, over rival GMA Network Inc. 

Combined sale of services and sale 
of goods of subsidiaries likewise post- 
ed a healthy 11-percent increase to 
P2.7 billion in the first half, on the 
back of the favorable performance of 
ABS-CBN Global and ABS-CBN Films. 

As of end-June, total subscriber 
base of ABS-CBN Global rose 20 per- 
cent year-on-year, equivalent to 1.6 
million viewers worldwide. 

ABS-CBN Films registered a 60-: 
percent increase in revenue, buoyed 
by robust ticket sales. 

Total net expenses went up 5 рег. 
cent year-on-year to P7.9 billion dur- 
ing the first half as the company cone 
tinued to place a tight rein on costs. 

With revenues rising faster than to 
tal net expenses, pre-tax income 
soared 92 percent year-on-year to 
?1.3 billion. - 


PostalBank 
sees 31% hike 
in '07 income 


STATE-OWNED PHILIPPINE POSTAL SAVINGS 
Bank Inc. (PostalBank) registered a 31-percent 
increase year-on-year in its income from lend- 
ing activities, as its oan portfolio jumped by 34 
percent from June 2006 to June 2007. 

This puts the bank's first semester net in- 
come, after tax, to P18.52 million, exceeding 
by 6 percent its year-to-date target of P17.5 

symillion. 
2^ PostalBank was reopened in 1994 via Re- 
3^ public Act 7354, or the Postal Service Act of 
34/1992. It will celebrate its 13th Thanksgiving 
g PayonJuly 21. 
According to PostalBank president Rolando 
L. Macasaet, the rise in income was also partly 
Ê due to the increase in the bank's private de- 
$, posits, which grew to an an all time high of 
$ 1.75 billion—an increase of 111 percent as 
«оГ the first semester of 2007 compared to the 
‘same period last year. 

PostalBank’s deposits consist of 61 percent 
government and 39 percent private deposits, 
а considerable improvement from last years 
73:27 mix. 

PostalBank ranks 17th in terms of asset size 
among 101 thrift banks. It ranks 14th in terms 
of deposit, 16th in terms of loans, and 20th in 
terms of profitability, as measured by return- 
on-equity. 


Peso hits new . 


ternal and external pressures that 
are building up,” HSBC treasurer 
Jose Arnulfo Veloso said in а mes- 
sage to the INQUIRER. 

"Trading at the PDS was brisk, 
with $637.5 million changing 
hands at the end of the session. At 
its weakest level yesterday, the 
peso stood at P45.22, 

‘Veloso said the bulk of the in- 
flows were destined for initial 
public offerings (ІРО) on the 
Philippine Stock Exchange (PSE). 
Тһе P8.9-billion IPO of broadcast- 
ег GMA Network Inc. is ongoing, 
with its shares expected to be list- 
ed on the bourse by month's end. 

"The HSBC treasurer pointed out, 
however, that the pesos strength 
may be short-lived, given the un- 
folding developments abroad. 

"The Bear Stearns sub-prime 
market and its full-blown impact 
will not support a strong peso," 
he said. 
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Navarette also said that the compa- 
nyis falling behind its targeted P1.5 bil- 
lion capital spending set for this year. 

For the first half, capital expendi- 
tures hit P417 million, up 6 percent 
from P395 million in the same period 
last year. 

“We expect our capex spending to 
increase in the second to the fourth 
quarter,” he said, "There is one factor 
that (has been causing the de- 
18у) —the roll out of our digital terres- 
trial TV project.” 

Navarette explained that, since the 
government has not yet established the 
standards for the Philippines, Digital 
TV would be launched at a later date, 
probably in the first quarter of 2008. 

A digital television-terrestrial ser- 
vice (DTT) license will pave the way 
for digital television service and 
switch off current analog television. 
programming set-up. 

Further growth in profits may also 
come from the possible folding in of 
cable channel operator SkyCable into 
ABS-CBN, which has turned around 
to profit this year. 

Banco de Oro may finish a valua- 
tion study on SkyCable by the third 
quarter. This will guide the possible 
vonversion by ABS-CBN of its $30 
million loan to SkyCable into shares, 
‘which may increase ABS-CBN's stake 
in SkyCable to beyond 50 percent 
-from the present 11 percent. 


From page BI 


А fund manager with a local 
bank said the peso is set to test 
the P44 level over the short term, 
with the major resistance pegged 
at P44.50. 

‘Apart from inflows into the eq- 
uity market, the bank official said 
the rush to convert dollar hold- 
ings into pesos is also adding to 
the rapid appreciation of the local 
currency. 

“There is a tendency now for 
OFWs (overseas Filipino work- 
ers) to send [dollars] as soon as 
they earn them, instead of hold- 
ing onto them," he said. “This cre- 
ates even more momentum.” 

HSBC officials earlier said they 
expect the peso to settle at 
around the P45:$1 level by 
yearend, but admitted that it is 
possible for the currency to ap- 
preciate to as high as P42 briefly, 
before settling back to more “sus- 
tainable” levels. 
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The Insurance Standard 


Ту COMPANY 18 NOT SOLICITNG OR REQUESTING YOUR PR 


TO ALL STOCKHOLDERS: 


We are requesting all stockholders of record to update 
or notify the company of any change in their postal 
address as soon as possible, Please feel free to call 
telephone numbers 400-7777 loc. 146 / 528-17-06, 
fax number 522-32-30 or visit our office at 9/F Stanisco 
Tower, 999 Pedro Gil cor. Е. Agoncillo Sts., Ermita, 
Manila 


Thank you 
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Firm to focus on hydro, 
geothermal projects 


By Abigall L. Ho 


USTED FIRM ABOITIZ POWER 
Corp. has abandoned plans to bid for 
the 600-megawatt (MW) Masinloc 
coal-fired power plant as it opted to 
focus on renewable energy assets. 

Masinloc will be auctioned off 
on July 26. 

Aboliz Power president Erra- 
поп Abo өші Ше company 
would no longer vie for the coal- 
fired plant and that it was prepar- 
ing to bid for some of National 
Power Corp's hydropower and 
geothermal facilities that would be 
privatized in the coming months. 

їп its prospectus, the company 
indicated its interest in four Napoc- 
or generation assets: The Ambul 
Jao-Binga hydropower package, 
the Angat hydropower plant, and 
the Palimpinon and Tongonan 
geothermal power facilities. 

For Napocor’s hydropower assets, 
Aboitiz sald the company would use 
SN Aboitiz Power Inc. (SNAP), а 
company composed of Aboitiz Pow- 
erand SN Power Holding Singapore, 
asthe bidding vehicle. 

SNAP in late April took over 
the operations of the 360-MW 
Magat hydropower plant in Is- 
abela after edging out during the 


December 2006 bidding its sole 
competitor First Generation 
Northern Energy Corp. with a bid 
of $530 million. 

For Napocors geothermal assets, 
Aboitiz said the company would 
likely look fora strategic partner. 

“Were still evaluating (our op- 
tions). Chances are well have а 
strategic partner for that,” he said. 

‘Apart from its planned acquisi- 
tions, he said Aboitiz Power was 
also looking at some greenfield 
projects that would add much 
needed capacity to the country's 
main power grids. 

“The privatization of Napocor, 
whereas such is an investment op- 
portunity, will not bring in the 
muuch needed additional power ca- 
pacity in the country in the very 
near future, In fac, in many areas, 
things are already looking a litle 
tight. So with the greenfield рго- 
jects, we expect to help the econo- 
myby addressing the requirements 
for additional power” he said. 

Aboitiz Power, together with 
joint venture partner Taiwan Co- 
Generation International Corp, 
expects to spend between 5220 
million and $440 million for a 
planned coal-fired power plant in 
the Subic Bay Freeport Zone. 


Gov't to bid out Calaca 
coal-fired plant in Oct. 


THE POWER SECTOR ASSETS 
and Liabilities Management 
Corp. has set for Oct. 16 the bid- 
ding of the 600-megawatt (MW) 
Calaca coal-fired power plant. 

In a statement issued yester- 
day, PSALM president Jose Ibaze- 
ta said that while the privatiza- 
tion body committed to give 
prospective bidders ample time 
to put together their documen- 
tary requirements, PSALM would 
mot budge on the set auction 
schedule. 


“We want to show our resolve 
in trying to get all these assets 
sold," he said. 

During the July 18 pre-bid con- 
ference for this National Power 
Corp. asset, 17 groups signified 
interest to bid for the Calaca 
plant. Calaca is the second big- 
ticket item that PSALM would be 
placing on the auction block this 
year. The first will be the 600-MW 
Masinloc coal-fired power plant 
in Zambales this coming Thurs- 
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AGRICULTURE Secretary Arthur C. Yap visits the rehabilitated irrigation canals in Bago, Calapan in Oriental Mindoro. These form part 
of the Bago Bucayao Irrigation System which is expected to be completed in November this year and will benefit 1,700 farmers in the 
barangays of Aranim, Mulawin and Naujan. With Yap are Administrator Marcelino Tugaoen of the National Irrigation Administration, 
Oriental Mindoro Governor Arnan Panaligan and Representative Rodolfo Valencia. 


Meralco to buy more supply from Napocor 


HEEDING THE SUGGESTION OF THE 
Department of Energy, Manila Electric Со. said 
it would get more of its power supply require- 
ment from state-run National Power Corp. 

“This is the reason why we formalized our 
discussions with Napocor earlier regarding 
our proposal to increase the contracted ener- 
gy under the Napocor- Meralco transition sup- 
ply contract (TSC)," Meralco vice president 
for corporate communication Elpi Cuna said 
ina statement. 

He said Napocor president Cyril del Callar 
had written Meralco, saying the power firm 
had agreed to the distribution utility's propos- 
al to increase its contracted energy level un- 
der the TSC. 

Quoting Del Callar’s letter, Cuna said the 


tion 


was 


day. Abigail L. Ho 


Napocor head acknowledged that the in- 
crease in contracted energy would result in 
lower power rates. 

Tt could likewise help facilitate the Napocor 
privatization process as it would make the as- 
sets to be placed on the auction block more at- 
tractive to prospective bidders, 

“Meralco has always taken into considera- 


how increasing or decreasing the amount. 


of power we obtain from any one source 
would ultimately impact on the bills of our 
customers," Cuna said. 

He said that for the month of June, Meralco 


getting a greater portion of its power re- 


quirements from Napocor as compared with 
‘what it was sourcing from the wholesale elec- 
tricity spot market (WESM). 


е 


By Ernesto М. Ordoñez 


LAST JULY 17, three respected person- 
ajities gave valuable insights on gover- 
mance at a forum jointly sponsored Бу 
the Ramos Peace and Development 
Ryndation (RPDEV) and the Roberto 
Еде Ocampo Center for Public Fi- 
nance and Regional Economic Coop- 
eration. Though not directed to any 
specific sector, these insights are valu- 
able for agricultural development. 

Former President Fidel Ramos sug- 
gested an attitude that would combine 
"unity solidarity and teamwork with shar- 
ing, caring and daring. Former Finance 
Secretary Roberto de Ocampo suggested 
ап approach where the government 
should take the role of an ‘enabler’ rather 
than a provider. Former Social Planning 
Secretary Cielito Habito suggested that 
the spirit embodied in the Local Govern- 
ment Code be applied: The local govem- 
ment urit, not the Department of Agri- 
culture, should take the lead role in agri- 
cultural development. 


Attitude 
For agricultural development to take 
place, there should be unity solidarity 
and teamwork or UST. In many areas of 
the country, this is not happening. The 
DAs programs are different from LGU 
priorities. The private sector—composed 
of, farmers, fisherfolk and agribusi- 
ness—is not actively involved in agricul- 
tural planning and implementation. 
‘However, there are some very suc- 
cessful models where there is UST. 
"This is where the Provincial Agricul- 


ture and Fisheries Councils, composed 
of government and private sector rep- 
resentatives, are effective. 

But to be truly successful, in ad- 
dition to caring and sharing, gov- 
ernment officials should also be 
daring enough to be transparent, 
and allow the private sector to 
know and help improve their plans. 
Likewise, the private sector should 
discard its often skeptical attitude, 
and participate in the 
PAFCs. 


Approach 

It is recommended that the approach 
of the LGU should be that of an ‘enabler’ 
rather than a provider. An LGU will not 
bea ‘dole-out giver, but an empowering 
force. An equally big challenge is for the 
DA to stop being a direct provider of agri- 
cultural services, but instead an agency 
that will enable the LGU to effectively 
provide these services. 

Ar the forum, newly ‘elected 
Marinduque Governor Jose Antonio 
Carrion said that many LGUs may not 
know how to best promote agricultur- 
al development. This is understand- 
able. 

For a very long time, DA personnel 
would go to the province directly 
without even consulting the LGUs. 
Thus, the DA provided agricultural 
services, while neglecting the task of 
enabling the LGUs to deliver these 
same services effectively. 

Since the 17,000 DA extension 
workers are now under the supervi- 
sion of the LGUs and no longer with 


Attitude, approach and application 


the DA, itis necessary to attract, rather 
than alienate, them. This can be 
achieved by training these extension 
workers on the stewardship of DA re- 
sources. 


Application 
Secretary Habito said one of the best. 
ways to improve agricultural develop- 
ment was to make the LGUs to be re- 
sponsible for agricultural development. 
As long as the DA 


COMMENTARY takes the lead role in 


agriculture, there will 
be limited success because responsi- 
bility and accountability lie in the 
LGU, not the DA. Habito said that in 
many areas where he saw the LGUs 
take this lead role, the successes were 
impressive 

However, this does not mean that the 
LGU will single-handedly take on the 
task. Professor Emeritus Ricardo Lanti- 
can of UP Los Bafios states: "An all out 
developmental approach is necessary 
There should be a confluence of public 
and private sector initiatives that would 
assume complementary roles." 

Lantican emphasizes the important 
role of the private sector. "The role of 
large corporations is very essential in 
Telating with the small farmers 
through contract farming arrange- 
ments which have been proven to be 
highly successful. Thus, if the country- 
side areas become the hub of eco- 
nomies and commerce, they will be- 
come the engines for growth and па- 
tional development. It will be the real 
answer to alleviating poverty and 


stemming the tide of migration to ur- 
ban centers.” 


Recommendation 

In 2002, the DA supported a three- 
day live-in agricultural planning and 
implementation conference for each 
province. The LGUs and the DA jointly 
determined each provinces agricul- 
tural development priorities for the 
year 

In these sessions, it was established 
that though the DA had the majority of 
agricultural development funds, it 
would be the LGUs that would take the 
lead. Because of this, there was unity, 
solidarity and teamwork, as well as 
caring, sharing and daring. What was 
not completed was the emphasis on 
the enabling role, and maximum par- 
ticipation from the private sector. 

That was five years ago. It is recom- 
mended that such individual provin- 
cial conferences now be conducted 
specially with the newly elected LGU 
officials. The two incomplete areas of 
emphasizing the enabling role and so- 
liciting maximum ‘private sector par- 
ticipation should also be covered. 

The DA and the PAFCS can be the 
catalysts for this effort. Thus, the rec- 
ommended attitude, approach and ap- 
plication discussed during last 
Wednesday's forum can be applied ina. 
realistic and practical way, thus bene- 
fiting our ailing agriculture sector. 

(The author is the chair of Agri- 
watch. For inquiries and suggestions, 
email agriwatchphil @ yahoo.com or 
telefax (02) 8522112). 


PSE proposing revised rules on short selling 


THE PHILIPPINE STOCK EXCHANGE 
is proposing a revised set of rules for 
short selling, aimed at making the local 
stock market more sophisticated and 
atrácing more investments, while 
minimizing the risks involved in the 
transaction. 

Francis Lim, exchange president and 
chief executive officer, said the PSE 
board had approved the revised set of 
short-selling rules and had submitted it 
to the Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission (SEC) for approval. 

Short selling refers to the sale of any 
security that the seller does not own, ог 
toa sale that will be settled by the deliv- 
ery of borrowed securities. 


» 


Short selling occurs when a person 
sells ata higher price a stock that he does 
not own and later buys from another at a 
lower price the same stock for delivery 
to the party which is buying at a higher 
price. The difference between the higher 
selling price and the lower buying price 
represents the profit of the short-seller. 

“This is the essence of short selling, 
which appeals to investors who love to 
hedge their positions in the stock mar- 
ket," Lim said. 

He said the proposed short-selling 
rules, once approved by the SEC, would 
complement the rules governing’ the 
Р$ЕЗ Securities Borrowing and Lend- 
ing (SBL) program. 

» 


The proposed rules will govem transac- 
tions that involve PSE trading participants, 
whether the deals are for the account of the 
participants or their dents. 

Under the proposal, no director, offi- 
сег or principal stockholder of a listed 
corporation should make a short sale in 
securities of а listed corporation іп 
which he or she is a director, officer or 
principal stockholder. 

The rules allows the PSE, upon due 
notice to the SEC, to restrict or prohibit 
short selling indefinitely or for a period 
of time deemed necessary for the pro- 
tection of investors. 

A trading participant who is engaged 
іп short-selling activities is required to 


maintain ledgers which should critain. 
full and complete details of all his trans- 
actions. The PSE, for its part, is required 
to make available in its web site all daily 
short-selling activities at the close of 
each trading day. 

The rules also require all short-sale 
transactions to be executed in accor- 
dance with the so-called “up tick rule,” 
which provides that no trading partici 
pant should use the PSE facility to effect. 
a short sale of any security unless the 
transaction is done at a price that is 
higher than the last sale price. 

The revised rules state that only se- 
ccurities in a list of qualified securities. 
and stocks are eligible for short selling. 


Meralco presently gets around 20 percent 
of its supply requirements from the WESM, 
45-55 percent from its independent power 
producers, and 25-35 percent from Napocor. 

Cuna said the higher dispatch of its IPPs 
last month helped reduce Meralco's overall 
generation cost. 

“The ideal situation really is to have as high 
a level of contracted capacity as possible, and 
then have that assigned to the plants,” outgo- 
ing Energy Secretary Raphael Lotilla had said 
in an earlier interview. 

He said this would not only boost the quali- 
ty ofthe TSCs and the amount of capacity that 
could be allocated to the Napocor plants, but 
also shield Meralco's customers from the 
volatility of the spot market. Abigail L. Ho 


PAL completes 
funding deals 
with French, 
German banks 


By Riza Т. Olchondra 


PHILIPPINE AIRLINES SAID IT HAD COM- 
pleted financing agreements with Calyon Credit 
Agricole CIB of France and Germanys KW- 
IBEX Bank to fund its acquisition of a pair of 
brand-new Airbus A320 jets for PAIS ongoing 
narrow-body fleet modernization program. 

Calyon and KfW have а long working rela- 
tionship with PAL, having helped finance an 
earlier fleet renewal program in 1997-1998 
that also featured the acquisition of A320s, as 
well as A330 and A340 widebody aircraft 

The financing package includes 12-year pure 
commercial loan arrangements without any 
third-party guarantee. The structured lease was 
arranged by Calyon with both itself and KW 
underwriting and providing the loans. 

“These agreements clearly show the confi- 
dence of the international financial communi- 
ty in the future of Philippine Airlines," PAL 
president Jaime J. Bautista said. 

The fleet renewal program will see the ad- 
dition of up to 20 A320-family aircraft to the 
airline's fleet, comprising nine A320 firm or- 
ders, two leased A320s, four leased A319s 
and five A320 option aircraft. 

Six of the units have already been deliv- 
ered, with the seventh, an A320 that is a sub- 
jectof the financing agreement, scheduled for 
delivery tomorrow at the Airbus facility in 
Toulouse, France. 

For the rest of the year, three more aircraft 
are due, while five jets will arrive next year. 

Separately, PAL Holdings Inc., formerly 


` known as Baguio Gold Holdings Corp., told 


the Philippine Stock Exchange that it had ob- 
tained regulatory approval for the change in 
its articles of incorporation and an increase in 
its capital stock. 

PAL and PAL Holdings are both controlled 

taipan Lucio Tan. 

PAL Holdings said the Securities and Ex- 
change Commission had approved the compa- 
nys amended articles of incorporation and cer- 
tifcate of increase of capital stock reflecting the 
change in the corporate name from “Baguio 
Gold Holdings Corp.” to “PAL Holdings Inc.” 

Also approved was the proposed increase 
in its authorized capital stock from P400 mil- 
lion to P20 billion. 

The approval enables PAL Holdings to 
change old stock certificates with newly issued 
certificates. PAL Holdings said any stockholder 
desiring to have their stock certificates re- 
placed might surrender their old stock certifi- 
Cates to the stock and transfer agent, Allied 
Banking Corp. Trust and Investments Division. 
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11.9 percent in the second quarter, 
government will camp down hard to stop serious overheating. 


A CHINESE woman carries her goods walks past an billboard advertising a new 
al bui г> China's economy expanded at a roaring 
official data showed, prompting warnings that the 


BELING—CHINAS ECONOMY EX- 
panded at із fastest pace in over а 
decade in the second quarter, raising 
expectations that the government will 
act quickly to stop serious overheating. 

With inflation picking up sharply, 
China recorded faster-than-expected 
growth of 11.9 percent in the second 
quarter and 11.5 percent in the first 
six months of the year, the National 
Bureau of Statistics said. 

At the current rate of growth, Chi- 
na's gross domestic product (GDP) is 
now widely expected to overtake Ger- 
many’ as the world's third largest by 
the end of this year, having already 
topped Britain and France in 2005 

‘However, rather than overtaking 
Germany, officials and analysts said 
the authorities would be more con- 
cemed with ensuring the economy 
slowed from a pace not seen since the 
heady days of the mid-1990s. 

The last time Chinas economy 
neared its current pace was іп 1994 
when full-year GDP hit 13.1 percent 
but that was at a time when it was 
coming off a much lower base. 

NBS spokesperson Li Xiaochao told 
reporters that a series of cooling mea- 
sures this year, which included two 
ve | interest rate hikes, had already had 


some impact but the government 


needed to do more. 

“We will continue to strengthen 
and improve macro-control_mea- 
sures,” Li said at a press briefing to 
announce the figures. 

Li identified a range of “outstand- 
ing problems” in the economy. 

"(These are) the imbalance in in- 
ternational trade, inflation in food 
prices and the pressure on energy 
conservation and pollution reduc- 
tion,” he said. 

China announced last week that 
the trade surplus for the first six 
months of the year had soared to 
$112.5 billion, which the bureau con- 
firmed. 

Thursday's data was much 
stronger than expected, with most 
forecasts for first-half and second- 
quarter growth put at around 11 per- 
cent. 

The expansion also came off a 
higher base than originally thought 
after China last week revised up its 
2006 figures to 11.1 percent from the 
original 10.7 percent. 

Of particular worry is China’s in- 
flation rate, which rose 3.2 percent 
in the first six months of the year 
and jumped to 4.4 percent in June 
from 3.4 percent in May—well 
above the government's full-year 


China’s economy roars 


ahead, clampdown seen 
Overheating feared as GDP rises by 11.9% in Q2 


target of 3 percent. 

China's factories also continued to 
speed up production, with industrial 
output up 18.5 percent, while fixed 
asset investment, а key measure of 
mostly government spending in in- 


frastructure, rose 25.9 percent in thé " 


first half. 

Li Huiyong, an economist with 
Shenyin Wanguo Securities based in 
Shanghai, said all signs pointed to 
overheating and the government 
would be forced to take decisive mea- 
sures to cool the economy. 


Li and other economists said oné — 


key measure that would likely be an- 
nounced very soon was a third inter- 
estrate hike for the year. 

Aside from raising interest rates, 
the central bank has hiked commer, 
cial bank reserve requirements five 
times this year in a bid to take some of 
the liquidity out of the banking sys- 
tem and slow investment. 

Economists said similar measures 
would be implemented this year. 

Lehman Brothers economist Sun 
Mingchun said the most urgent issues. 
мете the trade surplus, food price ris- 
es and the nation’s ever-worsening 
pollution, and the government was 
most likely to target these areas in its 
cooling measures. 


Crude oil, gasoline prices up as US stocks fall 


NEW YORK—CRUDE OIL AND 
gasoline futures both rose 
Wednesday after the US Depart- 
ment of Energy said gasoline 
stockpiles unexpectedly fell, de- 
spite a bigger-than-expected rise 
in refinery operations. 

US gasoline stockpiles 
dropped by 2.3 million barrels, 
mainly on a huge drop in im- 
ports, in the week ended July 13, 
the DOE's Energy Information 
Agency said in its weekly report. 

‘Analysts had expected a 
560,000-barrel gain. 

Crude oil stockpiles fell by 


500,000 barrels, compared 
with a 760,000-barrel drop 
forecast in a Dow Jones 
Newswires survey of analysts. 

Refinery use rose 0.8 per- 
centage point to 91 percent of 
capacity, higher than expecta- 
tions of a 0.5 percentage point 
gain. Distillates, which include 
heating oil and diesel, fell 
200,00 barrels, compared 
with expectations of а 
780,000-barrel gain. 

"There was a massive drop 
in gasoline imports, of 500,000 
barrels a day, which led to the 


drawdown in stocks, but this 
will likely be transitory” and 
the price gains might not last, 
said Jason Schenker, ап 
economist at Wachovia in 
Charlotte, North Carolina. 
“Crude has followed gasoline 
higher and could be being 
helped by the gain in refiner- 
ies," which could signal more 
demand, he said. 

Light, sweet crude for Au- 
gust delivery gained $1.01 
cents to $75.03 a barrel on the 
Nymex, reaching another 11- 
month high; the last time а 


front-month contract closed 
over $75 was Aug. 9. 

Brent crude for September 
rose 99 cents to $76.52 on Lon- 
don’s ICE Futures exchange. 

Meanwhile, August gasoline 
rose 3.92 cents to $2.1399 a 
gallon on the New York Mer- 
cantile Exchange after rising as 
much as 5.38 cents earlier. 

A big decline in imports and 
а drop in gasoline production 
were behind the decline in in- 
ventories. Gasoline imports 
plummeted by 508,000 barrels 
a day to an average of 915,000 


Тарап car Bancrofts still split on paper's sale 
makers to 


halt output 


‘TOKYO—JAPANESE AUTOMAK- 
ers, including Toyota Motor 
Corp, called production halts 
‘Wednesday at factories in Japan 
because of quake damage at a 
major parts supplier. 

Тһе temporary closure of auto 
parts maker Riken Corp.'s plant 
at Kashiwazaki City, near the epi- 
center of Monday’s magnitude- 
6.8 quake, has forced Toyota, Nis- 
san Motor Co., Mitsubishi Motors 
Corp. and Fuji Heavy Industries 
to scale back production. 

‘Toyota, Japan's No. 1 automake 
ex, will stop production lines at a 


barrels a day last week, Gas 
production fell by 64,000 bar- 
rels to 9.2 million barrels a day. 
Imports of crude ой grew by 
350,000 barrels a day to an aver- 
age of 10.4 million barrels адау 
Demand for gasoline, mean- 
while, grew 1.3 percent over a 
yearago. 
‘August heating ой and natu- 
ral gas futures followed the 
rest of the energy complex ls, 
higher Heating oil rose 519 | Wack Wack, Shaw Blvd. in a secured & 
cents to $2.0851 a gallon, and first class neighborhood 
патша) gas rose 8.3 cents to | 812S. Laurel St, Mandaluyong City 
$6.39 per 1,000 cubic feet. AP | for info call: 410-0844 or 0917-8316862 
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NEW YORK—IN THE COMING 
days, the future of The Wall 
Street Journal will be determined 
by a fractious, sprawling family 
descended from an early owner 
of Dow Jones & Co. 

‘The Bancroft family—many of 
whom are not even named Ban- 
croft—have been deeply divided 
over whether to accept a $5 bil- 
lion takeover offer from media 
baron Rupert Murdoch. 

But with Dow Jones’ board іп 
favor of a deal, the pressure is on 
them to make up their minds 
quickly. 

The nex step in the process 
comes on Monday, when family 
members are expected to meet to 
hear a full briefing on the general 
deal terms that Dow Jones’ board 
signed off on late Tuesday. 


If enough of them commit to 
the deal to satisfy News Corp., 
then the outcome of the months- 
long process is largely assured, 
with several other procedural 
steps left to take including final 
approval by the boards of both 
companies and а shareholder 
vote at Dow Jones. 

All along, the hardest factor to 
predict has been the Bancrofts. 
‘They initially rebuffed Murdoch's 
approach in early May, only to re- 
verse themselves later. 

‘They insisted on and received a 
commitment from News Corp. to 
create a committee with the pow- 
er to approve or deny changes in 
the top editorial positions at the 


‘Two key family members who are 
also board members continued to 
seek alternatives to Murdoch in 
the final stages of the process. 

‘The Bancrofts collectively con- 
trol about 64 percent of Dow 
Jones shareholder vote, even 
though they only own about 25 
percent of the company, thanks to 
a special class of shares that have 
10 votes each versus one vote for 
every common share. 

With most of the non-Ban- 
croft shares likely to approve 
Murdoch's offer of $60 а 
share—which represents a rich 
premium of 65 percent over the 
stock price when the offer be- 
came public—Murdoch only 
needs roughly half of the Ban- 


croft family block to side with Pus = 
him to win Dow Jones. apa ا ت‎ 


Investment Funds of | 
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Fixed Income Fund 


'UNIT PRICES (in Phe) 
July 16,2007] Juy 09,2007 
1373188 | 1271746 
1503224 | 1.500974 
Equity Fund 1875836 | 1.872406 
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‘And even afterall that, serious 
rifts among their ranks remained. 


dozen factories centered in central 
Aichi prefecture Thursday after- 
noon and all day Friday, said Toy- 
ota spokesperson Paul Nolasco. 

Nissan Motor Co. said Wednes- 
day it also was halting some pro- 
duction lines at two factories. 

Fuji Heavy, maker of Subaru 
cars, said it would stop produc- 
tion of its five mini car models be- 
cause it is uncertain when it will 
receive its next shipment of різ- 
ton rings from Riken. 

Mitsubishi Motors also said іс 
was stopping assembly along 
with Suzuki Motor Corp. АР 


ZTE inks pact 


ZTE Corp. said yesterday it was 
selected by Telekom Malaysia to 
deploy a nationwide MSAN (Mul- 
tiple Service Access Network) 
network. The contract will cover 
70 percent of the market. 

‘The Malaysian operator award- 
ed ZTE the largest slice of the 
market share following two years 
of strict technical testing. 

"ZTE MSAN solution has adopt- 
ed an AILIP core network infras- 
tructure with versatile access 
modes, flexible networking struc- 
ture and can be upgraded to 
MSAG (Multiple Service Access 
Gateway) in NGN network,” said 
Xu Ming, GM of ZTE Wireline 
Products. 

ZTEs cooperation | with 
Telekom Malaysia dates back to 
2003 when ZTE provided TM 
"with broadband terminals and 
value-added services. 


Bernanke predicts 
steady US economy 


"WASHINGTON—DESPITE А HOST OF 
potential economic perils, Federal Re- 
serve chief Ben Bernanke says he be- 
leves the US economy will pull through 
2007 and into 2008 in relatively good 
shape. 

Bernanke, delivering the Fed's much- 
anticipated semiannual economic report 
оп Wednesday, said the US housing 
slump may yet do more damage, and that 
the inflaton threat remains significant. 

But despite risks of a housing melt- 
down ог an inflationary surge, 
Bernanke and his Fed colleagues made 
only minor changes to the central 
bank's economic forecast. 

Analysts said the latest forecast 
means the Fed is likely to hold off оп 
any interest rate moves in the near fu- 
ture. 

The Fed trimmed its outlook for 2007 
growth to a range of 2.25 to 2.5 per- 
cent, down from a 2:5 to 3.0 percent 
range in the Fed's outlook in February. 

This downgrade had been widely ex- 
pected in view of the weak 0.7 percent 
pace of growth in gross domestic prod- 
uet (GDP) in the first quarter. 

"The Fed also cut its forecast for GDP 
growth in 2008 by a quarter-point to a 
range of 2.5 to 2.75 percent, suggesting 
the slide in the property market could ex- 
tend longer than previously expected. 

‘The central bank left unchanged its 
forecast for core inflation of 2.0 to 2.25 


percent for 2007 and 1.75 to 2 percent 
for 2008—thus coming into line with 
what some see as the bank's unofficial 
comfort zone of one to 2 percent. 

“It is interesting to note growth fore- 
casts are below trend yet inflation will 
be above its comfort zone this year and 
above the middle of its comfort zone 
next year,” said Mary Ann Hurley, ana- 
lyst at DA Davidson. 

“This bodes for policy to remain un- 
changed.” 

The Fed has held its base rate at 5.25 
percent for the past 13 months, but has. 
repeatedly warned of inflation risks. 

"The rhetoric suggests the next Fed 
move may be to hike rates, even while. 
some economists say the soft economic 
conditions call for a rate cut. 

Bernanke reiterated that inflation re- 
mains the biggest risk to the economic. 
‘outlook and said that an easing of infla- 
tion pressures has “yet to be convinc- 
ingly demonstrated.” 

‘Addressing the troubles of subprime 
mortgage loans, Bernanke said this has 
ed to "personal, economic and social dis- 
tress” for many homeowners and com- 
munities and that these problems "likely 
will get worse before they get beter” 

Still, the central bank predicted the 
economy will pull through as a result of 
relatively steady consumer spending, 
employment gains and business invest- 
ment. AFP 
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Inc, (НСМ) 
unveils the fifth and latest addition to its 
roster of dealerships. 


Honda Cars Global City, located at the 
28th Street comer 9th Avenue, City 
Center, joins the fast growing number of 
business and lifestyle establishments at 
the Bonifacio Global City. The dealership 
showcases the latest line-up of brand new 
Honda car models, including Honda big 
bikes — the first to be offered іп a Honda. 
car dealership in the Philippines. 
Preventive maintenance services and 
basic general repairs are also available, 
including merchandise of Honda genuine. 
parts and accessories. 


Joining the inauguration are the Vice 
Mayor of the City of Taguig Atty. George. 
A. Elias, Honda Cars Philippines, Inc. 
President and General Manager Hiroshi 
Shimizu, and Ayala Corporation 
Chairman and CEO Jaime Augusto Zobel 
de Ayala. 


Honda Cars Global City is ready to cater 
to Honda customers starting July 21, 


with S tyle 


INSPIRE YOURSELF WITH A MORE CAPTIVATING RIDE. THE CITY COMES TO YOU its opening, Honda Cars Global 
City, an all-new Honda car dealership in 
WITH NEW ENHANGEMENTS AND BETTER FEATURES, ALL ENGINEERED TO CAPTURE the City of Taguig, is now ready to'sérve 
car aficionados with discriminating 

A DRIVING EXPERIENCE AS REFINED AS IT ІЗ EXCITING. e 


Situated along 28th Strect comer 9th 
‘Avenue, City Center, Bonifacio Global 
City, the newest branch of Honda, Cars 
Makati, Inc. is strategically based in one 
of the fastest growing business districts in 
the country. It combines the availability 
of Honda’s excellent products and quality 
services with accessibility to many well- 
known establishments, so buying or 
maintaining a Honda easily becomes а 
part of one's lifestyle. 


This piece of prime land in the City of 
Taguig has been transformed into an 
elegant and contemporary two-storey 
structure. The new Honda Cars Global 
Come see us at City is now a perfect combination of 

" classic and top-of-he-crop modem 
The First architectural design. A charming addition 


s. n to this state-of-the-art dealership is the 
Philippine outdoor vehicle display with à water 


P International fountain for a serene atmosphere. 


^ 2 fs 

алты; caue: Motor Show The dealership’s comfortable and well- 
usen designed interior perfectly encapsulates 
August 9 - 12,2007 1 Word Trado Center Metro Manila the premium Honda image ~ established, 
advanced and pro-active to clients’ needs. 
It shows ап interesting blend of 
architectural accents - the stability of 
st ay authorized dealers for detains: concrete, бе warmth of wood, the 
тер ашакы brilliance of metal and the attractive 
A НЕЕ interplay of yellows and reds оп ће walls 
all in harmony to create the perfect 

Honda ambience. 
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INSPIRE YOURSELF WITH A MORE CAPTIVATING RIDE. THE CITY COMES TO YOU 
WITH NEW ENHANCEMENTS AND SETTER FEATURES, ALL ENGINEERED TO CAPTURE 


A DRIVING EXPERIENCE AS REFINED AS IT IS EXCITING. 


Come see us at 


The First 
Philippine 
Ze, International 


слит. Motor Show 


‘August 8 - 12,2007 1 World Trado Center Motro Manila 
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Honda Cars Makati, Ine. (НСМІ) 
unveils the fifth and latest addition to its 
roster of dealerships. 


Honda Cars Global City, located at the 
28th Street comer Sih Avenue, City 
Center, joins the fast growing number of 
business and lifestyle establishments at 
the Bonifacio Global City. The dealership 
showcases the latest line-up of brand new 
Honda car models, including Honda big 
bikes the first to be offered in a Honda 
car dealership in the Philippines, 
Preventive maintenance services and 
basic general repairs аге also available, 
including merchandise of Honda genuine 
parts and accessories, 


Joining the inauguration аге the Vice 
Mayor of the City of Taguig Atty. George 
А. Elias, Honda Cars Philippines, Inc 
President and General Manager Hiroshi 
Shimizu, and Ayala Corporation 
Chairman and CEO Jaime Augusto Zobel 
de Ayala, 


Honda Cars Global City is ready to cater 
to Honda customers starting July 21. 
2007. 


with tyl 


With n» opening Honda Cars Globat 
City. an all-new Honda car d 

the City of Taguig, now re 

var aficionado” with diseriminarin, 
tastes 


Situated along 28th Stree: omer M 
‘Avenue, City Center, Bonifacio Global 
City. the newe! branch of Honda Cars 
Makati, Inc. i» strategically based in one 
of the fastest growing business districts ір 
the country It combine» the availability 
of Honda's excellent products and quality 
services with accessibility to many well- 
known establishments, sw buying ot 
maintmning а Honda easily becomes 
part of one’s lifestyle 


This piece of prime land in the City or 
Taguig has been transformed into an 
legant and contemporar;_twu-store: 
structure. The пем Honda Cars Global 
City i» now a рег: .vmbination of 
classic and top-of-the-crop modem 
architectural design. А charming addition 
te this state-of-the-art. dealership is the 
outdoor vehicle display with . water 
fountain for a serene atmosphere 


The dealership’s comfortable and well- 
designed interior perfectly encapsulates 
the premium Honda image established. 
advanced and pro-active to clients’ needs. 
Ш shows ап interesting blend ot 
architectural accents е stability ol 
voncrete. the warmth of wood. the 
brilliance of metal and the attractive 
interplay of yellows and reds on the walls 

all in harmony to create the perfect 
Honda ambience 


“dealerships offerings. “Apart from | 


‘having high performance and sward- 
winning vehicles and Sales Executiv 
that ate well-trained and attuned to cient | 
needs, the big bikes will definitely attract) 
customers with a discerning taste for | 
excitement, " Cuna said, 


речени 


‘Honda Cars Makati, Inc. (HCMI) passes on its 16 years of expertise in providing customer satisfaction to the newest 
addition in the family, Led by НСМІ General Manager Ramon М. Zialcita, Honda Cars Global City associates continue 
to uphold HCMI's tradition of providing excellence in sales and after-sales services. This is persistently being pursued 


subsidiary Honda Cars Cebu, Inc., with branches: Honda Cars Cebu, Honda Cars Mandaue, Honda Cars Cagayan de Oro, 
"Honda Cars Negros Occidental, and Honda Cars Iloilo. This makes Honda Cars Makati, Inc. and Honda Cars Cebu, Inc. 


together with НСМІ branches: Honda Cars Makati, Honda Cars Pasig, Honda Cars Alabang and Honda Cars Shaw, and | 
se 
the largest Honda dealership group — а dependable partner on the road. 


ТӨ 


“Honda Cars Global City is the only car dealership that will be engaged in 
motorcycles, aside from automobiles. Because of this, I think one of HCGC's 
distinguishing features would be the excellent technical abilities and good 
customer service skills of our Service associates. They are equipped with the 
skills and knowledge to handle repairs and maintenance of both cars and 
motorcycles, which will be our unique advantage." - Joel T. Abrazado, Service 
and Parts Manager 


“It is our goal to make your every visit an experience that is similar to the 
feeling of being with a familiar friend. We welcome you with open arms as we 
share our home with you."— Elizabeth A. Juni, Customer Relations Officer 


"Being a part of the НСМІ family, each and every one of us is guided by our 
company’s core values in our quest to provide total customer satisfaction while 
working towards the success of Honda Cars Global City." - Melissa S. Cuna, 
General Sales Manager 


A different kind of wheels Honda Cars Global City 
at Honda Cars Global City 28" Street corner 9% Avenue, City Center, Bonifacio Global City, City of Taguig 


‘www.hondamakati.com.ph 


Temporary Tel. Nos. 
Sales: (0917)-888-8672 
ice: (0917)-836-6256 
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em NOTICE 


DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
Regions Fed Unt No. 5 
San Agustin, Ph, Cam. Sur 
INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
The Department of Agriculture has allocated tunde forth implementation of 
This is to inform the public that PERFORMANCE 
FOREIGN EXCHANGE CORPORATION (PFEC) is not 
any way connected with Performance Investment 
Products Corp. (BVi) or with the Performance Group of 
Companies as has been previously announced in кА 


`риррок Projects for the tl Congressional Disiet о Masbate under GMA Асе and 
Gee Program. As requested by be Orco of te Represenave, ho Deperimant 

several advisories issued by this company. It is also not eae 
‘Mopars may marist win tenon to репера and apiy for eigbiy by related to PIPC Corp. in the Philippines. ‚атри 


FRIDAY, JULY 20, 2007 


RSLJR REALTY 


‘Ag, and Raw Lands 
Specialists in Aizal, 
Cave, Batangas & 

Laguna 
Area sizes avaiable: 
2 ha - 800 has, 
Pice ranges: PHP 15- 
PHP 700/sqm. 
Rush Sole Owners 
Veni 
* SéhaTmay'omvey 
Taar niay. W2 
Tumisnes tig houses, 


о орле Ragonel Feld Unt No. 5, San Agus Pil: Camarines Sur is png 
Wo tnd fr bo purchase of INORGANIC GRANULAR FERTILIZER (wih prete 
ела specteatons: IM: Pet, KO-10%, 5-4%, Mp S, 206%, М 
ф ж Fen 1%, 802%, Сә 12% 0200055, Me0.005%). The Approved Budget 
forts Contact (ABC) tat мі be өрде la Nine Моп Nino Hundred Thousand 

Vigne Pesos (PH, 900 000.0) 

"a such, he Procuring ЕЗУ і нїп; Interested supplarsimanutacturers to 

ioo lor eighty and to B lor ne supply and deter оГ he inorganic granule 
Мыс Points of бегу wi be т Masbate and DA Regional Оса. terested > 
Опа or updating requred el ity documents n two (2) eels staring 27 Эу pol 
007 uni 3 August 2097. Copy of сале containing the it f айрылу documents [5] 

"vali at ВАС Secretariat, Legal Office. £ E + theme | 
Bidding documents containing detalls ol he procurement shall be mado avalbie We thank our clients for their steadfast trust and cM 
dnd may bo obtained by ELIGIBLE ырды from BAC Secretariat, Lagal Office Еее 
Haring’s August 2007 или ne cos of оса hours ot 10 August 2007, upon чеа 
payment of nn relundabe amount of PHPD 000.00 orb documents and Annual 
uppers Acredaton fee ot PHPSOO.00 to the Cashier’ office. 
eb Corlerence shal be held on 2 August 2007 at 80 inthe moming at 
Toteence Room, Adninisrafon Bung, DA AFU 5, Son Agustin, PR, Camarines 
Gir Submission and receipt of id wl be on (7 August 2007 oot lar han 930 in 
the morning, efor Wich, Hcs wal be OPENED in Ihe presenca of Ба or a 
Rated fpreceniatves and observers, who choose 0 and, same placa, this 
gency 
SUP each bid must be accompanied by bidder's bond equivalent to any ofthe 
оюна based onthe Approved Budget forthe Contact - 1% (CashvGertied 


Tel. 856-0325 
Mobile 0917-822-0986 


%РЕЕС 


CheckCastiers Chocl/Managor’ Check, revocable Lttr of Credit 15% (Bank 
Busraniao]. 25% Surety Bond, prferably GSIS, calable on demand. 


Performance Foreign Exchange Corporation. 
(a member of the SolidGold Group) 


“The DA reserves he right io reject any and all bids, decre а fare of bidding. 
br not award the contact when (8) hare is а prima facie evidence of сойлоп 
Қала те BAG and any of ha dar, or i ће colin s between a biddar and 
нга ралу. Including any act wich rests, suppresses or nois or tends lo 
Testi, suppress or nutily competion (b The ВАС is found to ave (ед n 
towing he presorbed big procedures; or (c) or any ламе and reasonable 
{round where the анага ofthe contract wil not redouna to te penaik of the 
Тат as flows. ( 1 Ie physical ала economie соата have балу 
anges so as o render te projact no longer economical, nancy or есту 
Tease as determined by 1e head cl tha procuring өсу: (3 0 the project s no 
enger necessary аз detemined by tno haad o he procuring олду: (M) 1 Me source 
lunes Tor ins project as bean withheld or reduced trough no faut ol ha 
procuring ety 

P. Further, he DA RFU 5 assumes no obligan whatsoever to compansata or 
Jrdamnity to bidder any expense о leas that may occur in participating to this 
увак, 

T^. For moro deal see or cal he Legal Осо, (Tel. No. 472356 DA RFU 5, San 

yuan, Ри, Camarines Sur or мад our websto (tp./ticolda govgh) 
16 July 2007, РИ, Camarines Sur. 


(God) JOSE V. DAYAO, DVM, CESO IV 
'OC-Regona! Executive Director 


Reoublc ol the Philipines 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
‘Caraga Administrativa Region 
Butuan Chy 


МАМЕ OF PROJECT  : Supply and Delivery ol Elementary Tabios and Chalks 
Ц and Secondary Armchairs 
Pinang Source ia he goverment ol he Philippines CY 
x 2008 GAA (15% Alocallon af те DepED Desk/Armehair 
Н Project) 
EoNTRACT DURATION : Ona Hundred Twenty (120) Calendar Days 
EBELVERY SITES ^ i “Door fo door doivery to various recipient schools (Bee 
Schedule of requirements ol the Bidding Documents 
DESCRIPTION GUANTI [АВС (Phe) 
Elementary Tables (ALL WOOO) 202 | P240200000 
miam Cha TALL WOOD] Lg 
Armchairs (ALL WOOD] 2251 
is of БАС өсіне is аз folows: 
БАС дааа DATE and THE 
атару cf bidding documents] July 30, 2007 te 
August 3, 2007 


Авс а FUNDING 


125525555 | 


VENUE ] 
‘DepED Caraga Regionai 
Omice. Rosales Avenue. 
Buwan Сау 

DepED Caraga Reger 


шаа Rages OT 


E 


ine Tor submission ot Bas | August 2, 2007 


D Caraga абаты: 
ar 12 Noon 


fice, Rosales Avenue, 

Butuan Сау 
DepED Caraga Regional 
ilice, Rosales Avenue, 
Butuan Ci | 
ЗТ вината Documents shali be avaiable ai the BAC Secretariat Ole. DepED 
‘Reine! Glico on Jay 20,2007 ю August 3, 2007 upon payment of no-relundabie 
шп of TWO THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED PESOS (P2,500.00) to ne Cashier 
dáng shall be conducted in accordance wih procedures under the implementing 
at Regulators d LA 9184 olberise known as тә Government Procurement 


Opening ol Biss ораған 2007 
E ио pan 


legonai Осе reserves the right lo accept 
“process and гөш ы ise at anytime paor 
у ineuning any labi tothe affected bidder or 


or торе any Bid, and lo annul he b 
fo contact award witout the 


(êg) RAUL L, OROZCO 
hist Agminitrauve Officer 
ВАС Vice-Chairman 


$ GUEVENTH 


SEU 
Soren oust’. | 
ика, 
vo 
30% D/P 
[rica 


mitamita 
сиз 
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531-4121*534-9921*531-1384*534-8350 | 
(0920)950-4626*(0915)317-5553*(0920)911-0002 | 
www guevent com * hbi@guevent.com 


Republic of the Philippines 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
Office of the Secretary 

Elliptical Road, Diliman, Quezon City, 1100 
ТІМ No. 000-845-895 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Department of Agriculture through its Bids and Awards 
Committee (BAC), invites suppliers to apply for eligibility andto bid 
for the folowing requirements: 


[ REQUIREMENTS | LOCATON | APPROVED 
| Bucer ron 
| meconmacr 
бералат oi | P 2.830.000.00 
p 


‘Supply of Gasoline] 
Fleet Cards 
Prospective bidders should have experience In undertaking а 

similar project within the last two years with a contract amount ol at 

least 50% of tne proposed project for bidding, and have key personnel 
and equipment owned, leased or under purchase avallabie for the 
prosecution of the project. The list of minimum equipment requirement 

EG indicated in the Eiigbilty Forms. The Eligibility Check/Screening as 

well as the Preliminary Examination of Bids shall use non-<iscretionary 

"pass/tai" criteria. Post-qualficaion of the lowest calculated bid shall 
be conducted. 

Al particulars relative to the Eligibility Statement ‘and 
Screening, Bid Security, Performance Security, Evaluation of Bids, 
Post-Qualification and Award of Contract shall be governed by the 
pertinent provisions of F.A. 9184 and its Implementing Rules and 
Regulation (IRR-A) 

The complete schedule of activities is listed, as follows 

ssuance of Bid Documents | July 21 — August 14, 2007 

Presid Confrence for | duly 30, 2007 ~ 10:00 AM. 


 Gasoline/Fleet Cards 
‘Opening of Bids. [August 13, 2007 10:0 АМ. | | 
Bid Documents will be available only to bidders upon payment of 

а non-refundable amount of PESOS: Two thousand nine hundred 
(P2,900.00). 

The Department of Agriculture assumes no responsibi 
whatsoever to compensate or indemnity bidders for any expenses 
incurred in the preparation of the bid. 

(694) SALVADOR S. SALACUP 
Chairman, Bids and Awards Committee 


Poi hay 20.2007) 


WAREHOUSES 
FOR LEASE 
QUEZON CITY AREA 
HIGH PERIMETER 
FENCE! 
SECURITY GUARD 
24 HOURS. 
WIDE PARKING 
AREA 
200 sqm / 250 sqm/ 
400 sqm / 700 sqm 
CALL -456-32-43 


PHOENIX MARITIME CORPORATION 
6F Feliza Bidg., 108 VA Rufino St., 
Legaspi Vil., Makati City 
Tel. No.: (02) 867 1476; 867 2531 to 867 2533 


‘Announces the changes in its set of Board 
о! Directors as of July 1, 2007 as follows: 


Kenichi Iwakawa (Member) Resigned 
Arturo Varela (Member) Elected 


тта ade соткага wen me потег ol he Piping 


(Pocher мот 


gd 01 URVAN 


legem | "и 


WITH DRIVER 
1818716/1964317 
89213497110 


Affectionately Remembering the Fifth Death Anniversary of 


MGen. Felipe “Pipes” C. Gaerlan 
(May 12, 1948 — July 20, 2002) 


PMA 1970 


( DR. MANUEL S. ZULAYBAR. 


“MANING” 
Peacefully joined his Creator on July 18, 2007. 
His remains lie in state at Paket Santiago 
Memorial Homes, 13 V. Gomez St 
‘San Roque, Marikina City. 
The family requests relatives and friends to 


remember him in their prayers 
[LL димтен o be announced іше 
cage? 


Фа» 
i) Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 
ayo Pipes 
BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Bang белгі ng Plipnas, trough ts Виз and Awards Comite (GAC), vs. 
prsech bate to spp а egbttyand'o bd юте ered poet 


Taal pS Desin ‘One Ti) ot Supply, insalllon and make- | 
operational o а complete sudo equipment tor 
{he Plenary Convention Hall of BSP Davao 
Regional Ottico par BSP Scope of Work end 
Sptcticatons- 
LETH 
‘ihn ninety GO] calendar day aler receipt ot 
Nate to Proceed тот the Regional Monetary 
Апата Sub-Sector MASS] which will be 
Secured winin five (5) working days alter 
тену o contrat 
Prospective bees honk have urdetaken a Sentar pejor aarde ard comçleled rom Y2002 
үреді wan arcent dress Scl mo proved Budget o е Correct Th Буу Check 
Эсел ss wel as бе Prelmirary Examinaton о Bids Shall use ron dcreonen pasta 
‘aera. Post quatticaton o те оне calculaled shall be содор. 
райе relive lo Еду Sistemari and Screening, В Securty. Performance Secu. 
Pre Sctang Солотон) Evsuabon а Bs, Post-Oulteaton and Award ol Correct shal е 
пел he pariani provisor ol RLA 9184 ante Implementing Rules and перлата (RR) 


The complete schedule o sche is Isted, as flows: 
І Acties 
ETE 
[797773] 
Openings 
Baton 


Ете 
АРТИ 
2196207 3pm, PoonMEOA, 
1007 200p Room A 
These hal be accordance wit Te 
Posi зайт proscribed. pevoce alowed Inthe 
frpiemening Pros & Roguistons (ARJA 

БЕСІГІ SERA No- 3186 doled 10 January 2003 
Ба Documents vl bd arie cy робе den upon payen ol on uvae. 
жола жаттар Cot. 
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NOTICE OF CHANGE OF CORPORATE NAME 
OF BALABAC RESOURCES AND HOLDINGS CO., INC. 


Notice is hereby given that BALABAC RESOURCES 
AND HOLDINGS CO., INC. with principal address at 12/F 
Allied Bank Center, 6745 Ayala Avenue, Makati City has 
been authorized Бу the Securities and Exchange 
Commission to change its corporate name to ETON 
PROPERTIES PHILIPPINES, INC. 


This announcement shall serve as notice to all parties 
concemed of the amendment of the Articles of Incorporation 
of ETON PROPERTIES PHILIPPINES, INC. 


(Sgd.) MA. CECILIA L. PESAYCO 
Corporate Secretary 


St. James Academy (Malabon City) 
High School Batch '86 


ST. JAMES ACADEMY (MALABON CITY) HIGH 
School Batch 86 will hold a grand reunion on 
December 29 at the Oasis in Quezon City. 
Planning session for this event will be held on 
August 11, 7p.m., at the Blue and Gold 
Restaurant in Malabon City. For inquiries, 
contact the Secretariat (look for Bernice) 
through telephone number 4472525 or email 
add ner_law@msn.com. 
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His loving parents, Manuel (t) and Elvira; his beloved family; 
his bereaved siblings: Olive, Arlyne, Butch, Jun and their 
families; relatives and friends, request the pious readers tojoin 
them in prayers for him. 

ھول 


“Tam the way, the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me. 
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he present 
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Lord.” 
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“Blessed are those who have died іп the Lord; 2 | 
let them rest from their labors for their good deeds d 
go with them.” 


— Revelation 14:13 


GERONIMO ZAMORA VELASCO 


October 6, 1927 – July 16, 2007 


Industrialist and Public Servant 


Only child of Urbano Velasco (1) and Amparo Zamora (1) 
Died in the Grace of our Lord іп California, USA. 


His bereaved family, wife Erlinda Faustino; Children, Urbano & 
Ramona Favis; Ma. Paz Amparo & Oliverio Laperal, Jr.; 
Geronimo, Jr. & Felicia Trinidad; Ma. Luisa Velasco; and, Miguel 
& Lailani Mendoza; Grandchildren, Victoria, Marina & Gisella 
Velasco; Emma, Gerardo, & Rafael Laperal; Martine, Carolina, 
& Juanpaolo Velasco; Nicole Velasco; and, Dominique & Jeremy 
Velasco; and other relatives and friends request prayers for the repose 
of his soul. 


The remains will lie in wake at Santuario de San Antonio, Forbes 
Park, Makati City starting at 12 noon on Wednesday, July 25, 2007. 
On Thursday, July 26, 2007 there will be viewing and necrological 
services for the deceased from 12 noon to 5 p.m. at the Philippine 
National Oil Company offices at Energy Center, Fort Bonifacio after 
which the remains will be brought back to the church. 


Funeral mass for the deceased shall be celebrated at 9 a.m. on 
Saturday, July 28, 2007 at the Santuario de San Antonio. Interment 


at Manila Memorial Park in Sucat follows immediately. 


Novena Masses and prayers commenced July 17, 2007 and are held 
~ everyday at 6 p.m. at the Santuario de San Antonio. 
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COORDINATED CAMPAIGN 


Gov't seizes P2B in pirated goods as of H1 


By L.Ho 


i 
Camella mE NATIONAL 
- r1 Committee for Intel- 
Prestige Tectual Property 
کی‎ os et Rights (NCIPR) has 
seized some P1.39 
billion worth of pirat- 
ed goods in the first. 
semester alone. 

This is equivalent 
to almost half the 
value of counterfeit 
goods the commit- 
tee confiscated since 
its inception іп 
2005. 

The group—spear- 
headed by the Intel- 
lectual Property Of- 
fice of the Philippines 
and composed of en- 
forcement agencies 
Bureau of Customs, 
National Bureau of 
Investigation, Opti- 
cal Media Board and 
Philippine National 
Police—has һашей 
in close to P4 billion 
worth of pirated 
ation. 

IP Philippines di- 
rector general Adrian 
Cristobal Jr. said the 
value of confiscated 
goods in the January- 
June period had al- 
ready surpassed the 
total haul last year of 
P1.35 billion. 

"This (first half) 
figure is the outcome 
of strengthened insti- 
tutional | linkage 
among NCIPR mem- 
bers that share vital 
information that 
yid. рсені 
raids," he said. 

Over the past two 
years, he said IP 
Philippines and the 
enforcement agen- 
cies had been coordi- 
nating more closely 
with other NCIPR 
members, including 
the Department of 
Justice, National 
Book Development 
Board, National 
Telecommunications 
Commission and the 
Supreme Court. 

p m 
NCIPR enforcement 
agences have con- 
ducted inspections 
on 870 sites on the 
strength of 262 
search warrants. 

ih 10 operations, 
the agencies were 
able to issue warrant 
seizure and deten- 
Чоп. 

Тһе ВОС гакей їп 
the largest value of 
pirated goods at 
Р458 million in the 
first six months, 
more than half the 
inner-city mixed-use condominium development with unit prices starting P723 million worth 
at P1.8M. Located across Don Bosco Technical Institute in Pasong of goods it seized last 

= ең 5 різ 

"Tune, Макан. Баштан di Troi Towers is within short балас of ЖӘЕ 
tributed another 
P443 million to the 
total, confiscating pi- 
rated optical discs 
through various raids 
allover the country. 

‘The PNP seized pi- 
rated items valued at 
P340 million, arrest- 
ed 86 individuals, 
and filed nine cases, 
while the NBI confis- 
cared P153 million 
worth of fake goods 
and filed 110 cases 
with the DOJ. 

“All these efforts 


А Vista Land. Company 


Camella Prestige introduces Laureano di Trevi Towers. An affordable 


Greenbelt and The Fort and near major thoroughfares like the South 
Luzon Expressway, Skyway, Pasay Road and EDSA. Ideal for young 
couples, families with children studying in Don Bosco, and Makati 
employees. Laureano di Trevi Towers is a unique condominium 


development that harnesses the wind to ensure natural ventilation 


all year round. This means less dependence on air-conditioning, 


more savings on electricity. A cool idea for inner-city living. 


111131353 


11341113: 


Call our Residence Specialist now. 
772 1096 850 4682 
are in line with the 


0927-5250752 • 0918-9270889 President's directive 


т of upholding intellec- 
www.camellaprestige.com 2 в еты 
since this ‘promotes 
diffusion of knowl- 
edge, develops local 
talent and creativity, 
and at the same time 
encourages more for- 
то reach Laureano di Trevi Towers from SLEX, enter Don Bosco Exit and tum г dow бег suong 
left to Pasong Tamo. From Makati, enter Estacion St. and go straight ahead qualities in the 
‘This ad it for announcement purposes only. PM ра 
Cristobal said. 
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К "nay, it's raining cash! 


Big banks now willing t 


By Tina Arceo-Dumlao 


THE COUNTRY'S UNIVERSAL BANKS 
are only starting to realize what the 
thrift and rural banks and micr 
institutions have known for а long 
time—there is money to be made in 
lending to the micro, small and medi- 
um-scale industries. 

This explains why banks such as the 
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ALFM Peso Bond Fund. An open-end mutual und that aims o gener 
tund in he country which oilers Iree li 
vesiment to qualify for fre lä 
ALFM Dollar Bond Fund. An open-end mutual tund denominated in US Dollars. The 
issued by ne Philippine and major loreign governments. Minimum inital investment is $1,000 


yro- incorporated lund in the count 
foreign currency denominated investment cults w 
since, al a low cost 
Inc, and BPI Asset Me 
So while your dreams grow, expect your wealth to grow as well, wilh ALFM. 

Find out how you can make the best investment decision by visiting www. allm. com. ph 


BPI Capital Corporation (02) 8423227 (02) 246 1605 02 575-5472; (02) А, 
14-2016; (02) 744-0758; (02) 633-35 

034) 433-9535. (032) 231-4485; (033) 336-1588; (08822) 711-539; (082) 
BPI Investment Management inc (02) 845-5033 tà 
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Bank of the Philippine Is- 
lands and Banco de Oro have tak- 
еп a closer look at increasing their expo- 
sure to companies with assets below 
P100 million, which are crying out for af- 
fordable capital to expand their business. 
BPI president Aurelio Montinola III 
said during the recent edition of the Good 
News Kapihan at Figaro in Greenbelt 3, 
Makati City that the bank intends to in- 
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insurance is PhP 100,000.00 
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y ihe experts - BPI Asset Management an 
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ney to SMEs 


crease the share of SME lending to as 
much as 12 percent of its total portfolio 
by the end of this year. 

The SME market cannot be ignored 
primarily because of its size—more than 
90 percent of all firms registered in the 
Philippines are classified as SMEs and 
employ more than half ofthe la 

Thus, aside from the interest 
оп the loans extended to the SMEs, banks 


Realize your dreams for tomorrow 
by investing wisely today. 


investments in 2 d 


vesimenl is EUR1.000.00 
oup, 


4998; (02) 816-9665; (02) 845-5697: (02) 845-5698; 
76; (075) 522-9719; (074) 442-5504; (049) 562-2936; 
235-3556; 
34 * BPI Securities Corporation (02) 816-9190 or 9192 
EC) n энеми mes cao res nan pe ы е ёл ny ke nee зата. 


d fired income instuments. 


Come closer to achieving your future goals when you invest in a multi-currency stable of funds. 
With ALFM Family of Funds, your hard-earned money works harder for you. Your investment is not only 
diversified into different well-performing securities but also in various currencies as well. 


fed poriolo ol instruments 
coverage of РР 200,000.00 o eligible investors. Minimum inital investment is. 


мей out ol investments in primarily 


ALFM 


FAMILY OF FUNDS 


Invest your future in our family. 


can get the added satisfaction of helping 
spur economic growth by extending loans 
tothe SMEs. 

"What is happening now is that every- 
body is looking at lending to SMEs, and I 
expect the growth of lending to SMEs will 
be higher than the lending on the corpo- 
rate side,” Montinola said. 

He attributed it partly to the more ro; 

100/824 


PNB celebra 


Philippine National Bank (PNB), one of the leading 

‘commercial banks in the country, has indeed sprung far and 

wide since its inception in 1916. Fully backed up by its 91 

years of unparalleled servos, PNB has indeed become the 
ank of the Global Filipino. 

Rising to existence when the rest of the world was at its 
worst with World War 1, and the country, hard pressed to 
meet the huge export demand for sugar, copra, Manila 
hemp, tobacco and coconut oil, PNB has successfully 
propelled the Philippine agriculture industry by providing 
financial services to key stake holders, vis-à-vis supporting 
the government's economic development efforts. From its 
initial role of aiding the government in its fiscal endeavors, 
the bank constantly grew in its breadth and strength, 
subsequently becoming the country's first universal bank. 

То this day, PNB boasts of a vast operational network, 
instituting branches in the world's key cities as well as in the 
country's suburbs. It is also a pioneer in electronic banking 
services in the Far East region. 

Despite local and international challenges, the bank 
remained steadfast to its mission and vision, catalyzing its 
strength by offering a continuously expanding portfolio of 


pars of unp 


responsive services and products from the biggest foreign cities to 
the most remote towns in the country. PNB is also strategically 
widening its overseas reach for the global Filipino and their families 
who are still the country, so that they may be more empowered with 
their hard-earned funds. 

PNB also expands its reach to support global remittance 
operations through its partnership with 671 reputable 
correspondent banks in the USA, Canada, Guam, Honolulu, 
Netherlands, Germany, Italy, London, Paris, Spain, Austria, Kuwait, 
Saudi Arabia, Dubai, Hong Kong, Singapore, Tokyo, Nagoya and 
many others. PNB now employs Over 5,600 employees around the 
globe. 

In a bid to capture OFWs’ banking requirements, PNB has also 
been offering a flexible remittance service that allows them to send 
money to any account in the Philippines even if these are поп-РМВ 
bank accounts. With remittances seen to hit a record this year as 
per Banko Sentral ng Pilipinas’ (BSP) forecast, PNB continues to 
respond aggressively to the younger OFW market by offering 
innovative products like internet and phone remittance services. 

Philippine National Bank is a pioneer in the remittance industry 
which makes the Bank a safe and stable choice for OFW 


ed service 


remittances. PNB boasts of a strong domestic network of 324 
branches, and the widest international presence consisting of 
107 locations. 

PNB was cited by Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 
Stakeholders’ Awards as Outstanding Commercial Bank 
Reporter on OFW Remittances and as Outstanding Bank 
Respondent of OFW Remittances. 

Moreover, its long history has served four generations of 
loyal customers in the countryside, which comprises about 
two-thirds (2/3) of its client base. Because of the banks 
trustworthiness, credible image, quality, value, understanding 
of customers needs and innovativeness which it has all 
sustained over the years, їп a survey conducted by АС 
Nielsen as commissioned by a welliespecied magazine 
mirrored its dependability. PNB was cited as a trusted brand 
under the bank category for four conseculive years. 

‘As PNB nears its centennial year, it is steadfast in seeking 
out opportunities that would allow for further growth to attain 
its key objectives of reducing non-performing assets, 
strengthening its key core businesses and improving 
profitability. 


MESSAGE 


We have more reasons fo be jubiant 
as we commemorate ош 91st 
anniversary. Completely paying the 6.1 
Dilton РОК loan, we have officially and 
‘successfully (graduated from 
Tehabiliation program we had to go into 
forthe past five years. 


Moreover, we һауе effectively 
reintroduced PNB to the Investor 
Public with the successful launch of our 
Rights Offering overseas and the 
proposed isting of the new primary 
shares on August 1, 2007. 


With these developments, PNB can 
‘once more take on its rightful place 

ав a key player in the financial and 
banking community. 


PNB owes its success not only to the 
business model that the management 
has adopted but also to its staff's 
unwavering support lo its goals. 
Because of their wilingness to partake 
in the bank's noble vision, it was able to 
break the barriers that may hinder its 
growth and conquer goals at а 
remarkable pace. With the help of these 
people, Шу backedup with the 
management and stakeholders, | ат 
positive that PNB is in for a brighter 
future that wil yield a stronger core 
business and a sturdier profit base. 


In behalf of PNB's management, | 
ішкі all of you for bringing the bank to 
where it i$ now. May we continue to 
trudge on this never-ending joumey to 
the lop, towing in with us the dedication 
to deliver unparalleled service to our 
countrymen across the globe. 


Thank you and more power. 


Haj 


Omar Byrøn T. Mier 
Vice Chairman, President and 
CEO 


744 MESSAGE 


Over the years, Philippine National 
Bank as ploven їз resolute goal of 
ponang "he Рїрпоз a bankin 
раппег That they can бшу tust PNB 
Was aways ее 0 Support (һе 
County s economic ordeals 


Из strength to soar above all the 
intemal and external adversities that 
went its way is only a determinant ofits 
unwavering commitment to serve our 
countrymen against all odds. 


With the closing of the rehabilitation 
chapter, PNB has already lan out the 
basic foundation to catalyze its further 
growth and stabilty. Its significant gains 
in performance and asset profile only 
signify йз momentum т achieving 
greater heights, not only for its own 
Sake but also to put forward the 
Filipinos’ welare. 


Let me extend my sincerest thanks to 
ай of you who have remained one with 
Us in achieving our goals. May we гі 
continue to be in harmonious unity so 
that together, we may bring our beloved 
bank fo where t rightfully belong. 


‘Onwards 2016! 


Minik 


Florencia G. Tarriela 
Chairman 


FOr | 


Celebrating 91 years of unparallele 
service to the Global Filipino... 


От its loyal depositors and borrowers. 


The entire banking experience 
completely changed 91 years ago. 
With the birth of PNB, the country's 
partner in progress has marked its 
existence. Over the years, the bank 
has remained to be known as a 
trusted brand and a stable, 
dependable financial institution. For 
almost a century now, PNB is 
committed to continue serving what 
is essential to the growing needs of 
the Global Filipino. 


желт ree 


Вёбацѕе of its vast operational branch 
networks and its dedication to attend to the 
needs of the Filipinos abroad, Philippine 
National Bank (PNB), one of the leading 
commercial banks in the country, was awarded 
by Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP) as the 
Best Commercial Bank Respondent - Overseas 
Filipino Remittances, for the third consecutive 
year, іп a ceremony on July 4 2007 at the BSP 
Assembly Hall. 

More than an award that recognized the 
bank's extensive means of responding to the 
demands of the Overseas Filipino Workers 
(OFW), this honor also establishes the bank's 
comprehensive understanding on what the 
Filipinos need 

Taking into consideration that there are several 
players in the remittance arena, PNB's Head for 
OFW Product Management Patricia Tan said 
PNB is all set to gain dominant market share оп 
the OFW segment by going back to basics and 
making sure that PNB addresses the varying 
needs of their customers їп different countries. 

“The behavior of Filipinos in different countries 


varies," Tan said. "Because of this , we are now 
finding ways on how to tailor-fit the products and 
services that we develop to whatever their way of 
life is in each country." 

The dynamics as to why they send money has not 
changed over the years. However, since their way 
of life somehow differed from how things are about 
five years ago, banks should not expect the OFWs 
who are living fast-paced lives to always go to the 
branch to do their remittances. Recognizing this, 
PNB developed new channels to make the lives of 
the Filipinos abroad much easier. 

“Тһе character of OFW has also evolved," PNB's 
President, Omar Byron Mier, said. “Their needs are 
now more sophisticated.” 

іп order to address this, PNB has tied up with ING 
to market the latter's dollar 

denominated mutual funds, further surging the 
bank's international branch network to Global 
Filipinos who now desire investment alternatives as 
against pure consumptions expenditures. PNB is 
the only bank approved by the Bangko Sentral ng 
Pilipinas to market this mutual fund internationally 

Overseas Filipinos are often surprised to find out 


NB soars as the bank for the global Filipino 


PNB Pres. and CEO Omar Byron Т. Mier 
and Earth and Style Pres. and CEO Victor H. 
Manarang (seated, second and third from 
left, respectively) sign a MOA that accredits 
the project developer as one of the banks 
billers for the PNB Overseas Bills Payment 
Facilty. Earth and Style Corporation is 
engaged in real estate buying, developing, 
‘subdividing and selling of projects located in 
Mega Manila, the robust town of Imus, 
Cavite and the booming community of New 
Binan, Laguna. 
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Remit now 


and earn 


May discounts na, 


may pabuya pa with 


Philippines: 


Tes 


Get freebies and discounts from our select partner establishments! 
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Expressions 


London: Celestial Travel, Ask Cora, Reyes Hales, image Lid., Danny Guba Doce Pares. 
Canada: Рпаррпв Ainas (From Sapt. Nox 20, 207) 


Red Ribbon and Super Bout ot China counts aval топ Juy 
бола alot GPC hore Roa are пишу н 


Engrandeng Pabuya! Get 3 Big Time Privilege points for every remittance 
transaction! Use these points to redeem big time pabuya items! *And if you remit 
now until Sept. 30, 2007, you get 4x more points! 


Naglalakihang Discounts! Show your Global Filipino Money Card (GFMC) 
at our select partner establishments and get freebies and discounts! 


For more information, call 573-8888. 
Log on to www.pnb.com.ph 
or visit the PNB branch near you. 


КЕҢЕ) 


Family 


nem EDRI Ves mamak na mundo, Hatid nain sainyo. 


PNB recently confirmed authorization for 
Cebuana Lhulller pawnshops as its payout 
‘outlets for remittances. With over 800 
branches in the country, Cebuana Lhuiller 
pawnshops are now the beneficiaries of the 
OFWs' remittances. In the photo are (from. 
lef) Ramon Murilo, PNB First VP; Rodel 
Bicol, PNB First VP; Omar Byron Mier, PNB 
President; Jean Henri Lhuiller, President, 
Cebuana Lhuller Services Corp; Andre 
Lhuilier, Executive VP, Cebuana Lhuiller 
Services Сою. and Femando 
Bacungangan, General Manager, Cebuana 
Lhuiler. 


that PNB offers ет 
non-traditional ways of sending 
money. For instance in Europe, 
OFWs can send their remittance 
via internet, phone, or even via 
short message service (SMS). In 
the US, where most OFWs 
would have US bank accounts, 
they can simply go to PNB'S 
website and debit their US 
bank account for transferring 
money to their beneficiary 
accounts in the Philippines. 

More than satisfying the 
needs of OFWs across the 
globe, PNB is also finding ways 
On how to provide utmost 
convenience. to the 
beneficiaries or families who 
are left here in the country. 
They make sure that they have 
the same service agreement 
with the beneficiary in terms of 
them getting the money faster 
and hassle-free. 
PNB is probably the only 
Commercial bank that you will 
find in the most far-flung 
barrios where OFW families 
live. PNB currently has over 
324 branches nationwide, but 
is looking at increasing their 
domestic presence to more 
than 3,000 by year end to 
further strengthen their promise 
of having presence and 
servicing the OFW family right 
there in their barangays or 
communities. PNB has 
recently | partnered міф 
Cebuana Lhuillier outlets and 
Globe GCash partner outlets 
which increase their payout 
channel to more than 1,500 
outlets nationwide. 

PNB also understands how 
important it is for the families to 
know if their remittance has 
already been sent. Instead of 
having to make a long distance 
сай (0 check with their OFW 
family member, PNB also 
sends the beneficiaries that are 
a Globe or SMART subscriber, 
а text alert message on when а 
remittance has been sent to 
them. OFWs can also track if 
their remittance has already 
been picked up or delivered by 
using PNB's remittance tracker 
on its website. They can spend 
more time on the phone talking 
about how their day went rather 
than worrying about whether 
ihe money has reached the 
beneficiaries. 

“PNB boasts of 91 solid years 
of unparalleled service,” PNB 
President Omar Byron Міег 
said. "The bank has seen the 
evolution of Overseas Filipinos 
from the traditional blue collar 
worker to professionals and 
this helps us develop products 
and services that will cater to 
their needs and demands." 

In a country where overseas 
remittances prove to be a 
commodity, the competition 
among the banks’ capabilities 
io answer the growing 
demands of the Filipinos 
abroad has indeed become 
more stringent and rigid as 
ever. But with its products and 
Services, not to mention its 
highly felt presence across the 
globe, PNB has undoubtedly 
put itself forward, proudly 
making itself as the bank for 
the global Filipino. 
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` A gold mine 


for barangay 
enterprises 


A law giving incentives to small 
‘business ventures has been 


z 
2 
© By Myrna Rodriguez-Co 
2 Contributor, UP Institute of 
2 Small-Scale Industries 


THE INTENTION OF THE BA- 
$ rangay Micro Business Enterprise 
$ Law (BMBE) of legitimizing the 
3 informal sector or underground 
economy is impeccable. 
Š Unregistered, unrecognized 
S and unorganized inicro enterpris- 
ез cannot access the support sys- 
Stems and assistance programs 
they need to survive and grow 
: and contribute to the progress of 
* underdeveloped communities. 
- The BMBE Law, or RA 9178, 
Т was enacted in 2002 to flush out 
Žmicro enterprises—considered 


% MarketingRx continues to host 

Jay Conrad Levinson, bestselling 

author of the Guerrilla Marketing 
“Моос series (more than 14 million 
“copies sold) as our guest colum- 
nist. 


Jay Levinson: 

THERE IS A WORLD OF DIFFER- 
ence between efficiency and effec- 
tiveness, and its іп that world 
where guerrillas flourish. They are 
well aware of the power and om. 
nipresence of the 80/20 rule and 
have probably read Richard Koch's 
book, “The 80/20 Principle” be- 
cause even its subtitle—"The Se- 
cret of Achieving More with 
les—is guerrilla through and 
through. It dramatically empha- 
sizes the effectiveness that can be 
gained by simplicity. 

‘Alas, even guerrillas don't hit the 
bulls-eye with all of their market- 
ing, but at least they direct their 
energies towards learning which 
20 percent of their marketing gen- 


seedbeds of Filipino en- 
trepreneurial talents—from the 
underground into the main- 
stream economy. Ав they join the 
mainstream and grow from micro 
to small, as they begin to inno- 
vate and diversify in production 
and marketing, these tiny емег- 
prises can create more jobs and 
generate more livelihood and in 
come where they operate. 

The law provides incentives 
to barangay micro businesses, 
defined as an enterprise en- 
gaged in production, process- 
ing or manufacturing of prod- 
ucts, including agro-process- 
ing, as well as trading and ser- 
vices and whose total assets is 


erates 80 percent of their sales. 
Just knowing this to be true is a 
compelling reason to learn where 
each of your customers learned of 
your existence, to recognize that 
all customers are not created equal 
and that 20 percent of them most 
likely account for 80 percent of 
your profits 

‘The 80/20 rule teaches you sim- 
plicity and applies to more of your 
business than marketing and more 
of your life than business: 

* 80 percent of what you achieve 
at work comes from 20 percent of 
the time you spend working. 

ө 20 percent of a company's prod- 
ucts usually account for 80 percent 
ofits sales. 

© And 20 percent of its employees 
contribute to 80 percent of profits. 
ө 20 percent of criminals account 
for 80 percent of crimes. 

© 20 percent of motorists cause 
80 percent of accidents. 

ө 20 percent of your carpets get 
80 percent of the wear. 


‘hardly tapped. It’s time to act 


not more than P3 million. 


Incentives 

Under the law, registered 
BMBEs can avail of the following 
incentives: 

* Tax exemption of income 
arising from the operations of the 
enterprise. 

‘© Exemption from the cover- 
age of the minimum wage law for 
employees/workers hired after 
BMBE registration, although they 
will still receive the same social 
security and health care benefits 
as other employees. Existing em- 
ployees and workers prior to 
BMBE registration shall continue 
to be covered by applicable labor 


Rx 


= 
? = 
“Dr. Ned Roberto 

& Ardy Roberto 


© 20 percent of your clothes will 
be worn 80 percent of the time. 

ө 80 percent of traffic jams occur 
0n 20 percent of the roads. 

© 20 percent of computer users 
purchase 80 percent of software. 
Your job? To find out which 20 per- 
cent of your marketing is motivat- 
ing the most sales, to determine 
which 20 percent of your cus 
tomers are producing 80 percent 
of your profits, to learn which 20 
percent of your prospects are most 
likely to become customers 

One of the most fascinating defini- 
tions of entrepreneur comes to us 
from the French economist JB 
Say, who coined the word, and 


The bane and boon 
of being a large taxpayer 


(First of two parts) 


THERE HAS BEEN A SPATE ОР 
notices sent by the Bureau of In- 
temal Revenue to taxpayers 
classifying them as 
large taxpayers. 

For many receiving 


time, there seems to 

be some confusion, if not appre- 
hension, as to what they perceive 
as additional burdens brought 
about by their new classification. 

Does becoming a large taxpay- 
ег entail more stringent compli- 
ance requirements with the BIR? 
Willa new large taxpayer be sub- 
ject to more extensive audits and 
investigations? 

Being classified as a “large tax- 
payer” is, to some extent, a badge 
of progressive business. 

A large taxpayer is said to have 
satisfied any of the following cri- 
teria: 

As to tax payment, any taxpay- 
er with (1) а net VAT paid or 
payable of at least P100,000; (2) 
an annual excise tax paid or 
payable of at least P1 million; (3) 
an annual income tax paid or 
payable with annual income paid 
от payable of at least Р1 million; 
(4) an annual withholding tax 
payment/remittance for all kinds 
of withholding taxes of at least P1 
million; (5) percentage taxes of 
at least P100,000 a quarter; (6) 
an aggregate annual documen- 
tary stamp taxes of at least РІ 
million; as to financial condition 


TAX-FILES 
the notice for the first SGVECo. 


and results of operations, (7) a 
total annual gross sales/receipts 
of P1 billion and (8) any taxpayer 
with a total net worth at the close 
of each calendar or fiscal year of 
at least P300 milion, 

Large taxpayers 
fall under the stead of 
the Large Taxpayers 
Service (115) of the 
BIR. The idea is that large taxpay- 
ers are lumped together under 
опе BIR department to strength- 
еп administrative control over 
them and thus improve the col- 
lection of taxes. The collection of 
115 alone accounts for 64 per- 
cent of BIR total collection. 

‘The LTS serves as a one-stop 
shop (similar to a revenue district 
office [RDO]) which can fully 
cater and address the needs of 
this group of taxpayers. 

The LTS (through the 10 divi- 
sions under it) can receive and 
process all kinds of applications, 
іе, secondary registration, au- 
thority to print, TCCs, etc., moni- 
tor collection of taxes, conduct 
audit, enforce collection of taxes, 
among others. 

‘The concept of large taxpayers 
began in 1993 with the enact- 
ment of RA 7646, otherwise 
known as the “Act Authorizing 
the Commissioner of Intemal 
Revenue to Prescribe the Place 
for Payment of Internal Revenue 
‘Taxes by Large Taxpayers.” 

‘The rules and regulations pro- 
vided for the initial selection of 
then 1,000 large taxpayers by the 


CIR. The regulations stated that 
considering the substantial 
amount of intemal revenue taxes 
collected from these large tax- 
payers, there is a need to monitor 
promptly their tax compliance. 

However, the regulations pro- 
vided only for the centralized 
monitoring of the filing of retums 
and other papers, and payment 
of taxes by these large taxpayers. 

‘The different large taxpayers 
remained in their respective rev- 
enue districts, which conducted 
their own separate audits, en- 
forcement and collection. 

"This was followed by RR 1-98 
(an implementing regulation of 
the 1997 Tax Code), which ex- 
panded the selection of large tax- 
payers from the initial 1,000 
large taxpayers to 1,500 large 


taxpayers. 
Ik stated фе BIRs policy of 
continuous expansion of selec- 
tion of large taxpayers until 85 
percent of the total collections of 
the BIR shall have been captured. 
and monitored through the 
database of large taxpayers 
However, RR 1-98 set a differ- 
ent tone from the former system 
of only centralized monitoring of 
filing and payment to centraliza- 
tion for all administrative pur- 
poses undera single agency. 
Thus, in 1999, Executive Or- 
der No. 175 created the Large 
‘Taxpayers Service in response to 
the need for a well-defined insti 
tutional structure in dealing with 
large taxpayers. (To be continued) 


laws and regulations, including 
the nondimination rule on exist- 
ing wages and benefits. 

е Priority to a special credit 
window set up specifically for the 
financing requirements of 
BMBES. 

© Technology transfer, pro- 
duction and management train- 
ing, and marketing assistance 
programs. 


Hardly scrambling 

Five years into its enforce- 
ment, small enterprises are hard- 

seen to be scrambling to get out 
of their hiding places and avail of 
the incentives. Itis estimated that 
less than 5,000 micro enterprises 
have registered. 

Possibly, there are small enter- 
prises so isolated they haven't 
heard of this law and its poten- 
tial benefits. Others may have sat 
up, appraised the assistance and 
incentives being offered, did 
some pencil pushing and con- 
cluded its not worth their while 
registering and paying taxes ulti- 
mately for. 


said “the entrepreneur shifts eco- 
nomic resources out of an area of 
lower productivity into an area of 
higher productivity and yield.” 
Тһе underlying meaning of that 
definition and 80/20 rule is that 
there's a whole lot of wasted mon- 
ey and energy in life. The goals of 
the guerrilla are first to identify the 
area of lower productivity and 
then to do something about it, 
then identify the area of higher 
productivity and do something 
about it. Its the doing something 
about it that determines the real 
winners. 

The actions you take to eliminate 
waste and double up on effective- 
mess may make you seem unrea- 
sonable. So take comfort in 
George Bernard Shaws word: 
"The reasonable man adapts him- 
self to the world. The unreason- 
able one persists in trying to adapt 
the world to himself. Therefore all 
progress depends on the unrea- 


‘sonable man.” 
anks 
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bust economic activity, which is 
trickling down to the countryside. 

BDO senior vice president Julie 
Yap-Chua shared Montinola's view. 

Chua, who handles the commer- 
cial banking group, said that BDO 
also expects lending to SMEs to in- 
crease from 6 percent last year to 
11 percent of portfolio this year 


First exposure 

Chua said BDO first got exposed 
to the SME sector when it extend- 
ей financial aid to its tenants and 
suppliers. From there, BDO 
opened up to other clients, espe- 
cially through the personal loan 
side. 

BDO personal loans, or loans of 
up to P2 million without required 
collateral are among the cheapest 
in the market with a monthly inter- 
est rate of less than 1 percent and 
many proprietors and small busi- 
ness men have made itinto a cheap 
credit line. 


Far from easy 

Lending to SMEs, however, is far 
from easy. Planters Development 
Bank chair Jesus Tambunting said 
inthe briefing that lending to SMEs 
involve balancing the SMEs’ need 
for money and compliance with 
the banks lending requirements. 

Tambunting said that based on 
Plantersbank's over 30 years of ex- 
perience in lending to micro to 
medium-scale firms, there is no 
one formula for analyzing the 
SMEs because they are all differ- 
ent, and have different levels of ex- 
pertise. 


For these micro businessman 
who have found the incentives 
short, it may be a case of prefer- 
ring short-term savings over 
long-term benefits and opportu- 
nities to grow and prosper. 

The labor sector, for its part, 
has not made any bones of its 
cynicism over the BMBE law. It 
has indicted the law for legitimiz- 
ing exploitation of workers by ex- 
empting barangay enterprises 
from minimum wage legislation. 

Perhaps conveniently forgot- 
ten by Labor representatives is 
that underground businesses, to 
begin with, often lack the ге- 
sources to pay decent wages and 
social benefits to workers and 
that exploitation may not be the 
issue here but sheer survival. 

On the other hand, efforts by 
many local government units to 
promote and implement the law 
remain wanting. 

Often mentioned is the fear of 
lost tax and other revenues, given 
the exemptions that business regis- 
trants are entitled to. But this шау 
not hold water. What taxes are lost 


When you discover which 20 per- 
cent of your customers аге respon- 
sible for 80 percent of your sales, 
focus on keeping them happy, in- 
crease the amount of business you 
do with them, and tap them for 
their referral power because these 
are obviously satisfied customers. 
Paying more attention to them ге- 
duces your marketing budget be- 
cause you can pay less attention to 
the 80 percent who motivate 20 
percent of your profits. 

Once your mind has absorbed the 
full implications of the 80/20 rule, 
consider applying it in other ways: 
celebrate exceptional productivity 
rather than raising average efforts 
Look for short cuts. Be selective 
more than exhaustive. Delegate 
and outsource as much as possible. 
‘Target a limited number of goals 
and focus like a laser beam upon 
them. 

Because you're a guerrilla, don’t 
do any of these things in a hurry. 
Patience will enable you to spot 


lend helping 


“The funds are there but lending 
to SMEs is a slow process. It in- 
volves more hand-holding com- 
pared to lending to corporate 
dients. Every loan applicant is dif- 
ferent,” Tambunting said. 

Chua added that in BDO's case, 
the bank does not want to end up 
being the cause of business fail- 
ure. 

She explained that it would 
have been easier to just lend the 
money and eam from the interest, 
but this would not be prudent. 

“We have to look carefully at the 
borrowers ability to pay the loan. 
Our proposition is that we offer 
very competitive rates, but we 
have to be careful because we do 
not want to just lend and be the 
cause of failure because they can- 
not pay back the loan,” Chua said. 
Business strategy 

She added that BDO also looks 
into the business strategy outlined 
by prospective borrowers, to make 
sure that they have a solid idea of 
where they want to take the 
company and how the 
Joan would be used. 

The fear about bor- | 93 
rowers not being able to e 
pay back is perhaps the. 
main reason why many 
banks still shy away from 
the SME sector. 

‘Chua said the SMEs can avail of 
more loans by looking first at their 
financial records. 

She said all banks require that 
‘SMEs must have at least financial 
Statements, an income tax rerum 
and even basic business registra- 
tions. 

Unfortunately, not many SMEs 
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ATYPICAL 
barangays 
business 


from unregistered, untaxed busi- 
nesses who have eluded the reach 
of the BIR since their inception? 
Still, some LGUs counter that 
the Law may attract those already 
registered and paying taxes. 


Overlooked 

Perhaps overlooked is the po- 
tential of micro enterprises to 
contribute more tax revenues in 
the long run if they are helped to 
register, join the mainstream, 
produce more, penetrate bigger 
markets and increase profit. 

These raise the question on 
which could prevail: The negative 
diversion effect or the positive in- 
‘ducement effect of the fiscal incen- 
tives. Until an academic study is 
done to find a categorical answer 
to this, it may be anybody's guess. 

Last Wednesday, the UP ISSI 
held a seminar on the BMBE Law 
to improve understanding of the 
law among micro enterprises and 
local government units and pro- 
mote its implementation. It was 
among various activities held to 
mark SME Week. 


Guerrilla effectiveness—The Pareto Principle in guerrilla marketing 


the areas that need changing, then 
to implement the changes 50 that 
humanity remains part of your 
modus operandi. Fast isn’t beauti- 
ful. Big isn't beautiful. Small isn’t 
beautiful. It's simple that is most 
beautiful if you're an 80/20 kind of 
guerilla. 

Gay Conrad Levinson is the author 
of the bestselling marketing series in 
history, "Guerrilla Marketing,” plus 
30 other books which have sold 14 
million copies worldwide. Levinson 
taught guerrilla marketing for 10 
years at the University of California 
in Berkeley and practiced it in the 
US—as Senior Vice-President at J. 
Walter Thompson, and in Europe, 
as Creative Director and Board 
Member at Leo Burnett Advertising. 
He will be in Manila on July 27, for 
seminars on Guerrilla Marketing. 
Call the Philippine Marketing Asso- 
ciation at 634 5722 for details.) 
Email Jay Levinson your questions 
or comments to Marke 
ingRx@pldtDSL net. 


keep — records, 

making it impossi- 

ble for them to get 

bank loans, currently with 

an interest of 8-11 percent a year. 
This is why many have resorted 

to more expensive financial 

sources, such as credit cards and 

the neighborhood Indian lenders 

who charge at least 20 percent a 

month but do not ask any ques- 

tions or require any paperwork. 


Road show 
"To help SMEs become better pre- 
pared to take out a bank loan, ВРІ 
has embarked on a "Show me, 
teach me, SME" road show, which 
takes bank officers all over the 
Philippines to inform SMEs on 
what they can do to improve their 
businesses and be eligible for loans. 
ЕРІ is also adopting a more ag- 
gressive stance toward microfi- 
nance, and plans to increase its 
lending to microfinance institu- 
tions from P350 million last year 
toat least P600 million 
this year. 
This fits well with its 
‘mandate to unleash en- 
trepreneurship by pro- 
viding loans and business ad- 
vice Plantersbank also employs a 
bundled approach to lending, 
"which means that it does not only 
offer loans, but business advice, 
cash management services and 
even technology training. 
Tambunting said SME lending 
can be difficult, but the fulfilment 
the bank gets from knowing it had 
a hand in the growth of many com- 
panies is unparalleled. 
It is a feeling that more banks 
are starting to enjoy. 


FRIDAY, JULY 20, 2007 


" Editor Chelo Banal-Formoso 
Aback: inquirer Ме name/age/cty/message to 2207 (Globe) and 386 (Smart) or email us at Iifestyle@inquirer.com.ph 


EVENING 
dress 

in cotton. 
and Lycra 


" LONG coats 
in heavy silk 
and velour 


WITH beadwork 
on embroidery 
on the bosom 


AMBODIAN DE- n 

(С ue Romyda Kah (ODI YA Pump your shim.. {on Le 
has set ideas about = Station х 

the modern woman. Glycolic--Diamond Peel «> 


"She is liberated, independent i i Е 
ВАСК1Е55, and has many lovers,” says Keth. Spider Veins Тема 1150041 
avis Using exquisite fabrics and А 
Бон blends, Keth's designs are light ‘1V Glutathione «ДЕШІ» 
d and easy to wear. They are mod- П (ақық v 

" ern garments worn effortlessly, E hermafirme 4 ШІ ислн кош wae 
pee snd nonchalantly. * Шана шы Ше 

ds 

shop in Manila. Her latest collec- BINONDO Tel, 244-6888, 204-8714/ 0906- 3456111 SS 
Чоп will be shown Nov. 9 at MAKATI BEL-AIR Te, 751-6140 | 0917 - 9649828 (ХОРО) 


Romyda Keth will soon open | “мата 82-84 867879 (6447 cs cen 
Shangri-La Makati. chin chin Gutierrez SH FAIRVIEW Tel 339- 1105 / 0906 - 4765304 [EX 


\ i 
Feeling like a kid z "w Feeling like it's Christmas 
on Christmas Day. / 1 £ Y 


1 


жері cumst mt 


Make everyday merry and rewarding; just keep using your Citibank Credit Card. (ӨЗ бәк 


рел “E 
There are more appliances, toys, gadgets, personal products, spa treatments, vacation packages and other items КЫ [sal 


|. in our new Rewards catalog. With yet another new airline partner -- Philippine Airlines. So now you сап exchange 
your Rewards Points for Mabuhay Miles and travel the Philippines and the world. And your Rewards Points will 


Citibank 
never expire so you can keep accumulating them for bigger items. Citibank Cards. Life can be so rewarding. f Ey 


y ЕСІ)! 


For more details, call the 24-hour CitiPhone at 995 9999. Don't have a Citibank Credit Card? Call 423 3000 or visit www.citibank.com.ph. | 


citibank sss 


CITIBANK is a registered service mark of Citigroup Inc. LET'S GET IT DONE is a service mark of Citigroup Inc. 


JEN RAMOS, Levi's consumer marketing 
manager; Monch Martelino, Levi's country 
manager; and Gaby de la Merced, race-car 
driver 


THE NEW Levi's Girls, models Ornusa Cadness 
and Kelly Misa, with TV host Patty Laurel 


Denim store 
for the fashionable woman : 


FASHION show at the Levi's Girls store 
official opening showcases the recently 
launched Levi's Copper; Levi's Lady Style 
with its feminine jeanswear sophisti 

Levi's Red Tab line that gives the widest array 
of fits and finishes; and Levi's Engineered 
Jeans for those who want more freedom of 
movement. 


GRAND ADVENTURERS. Nokia N95 wireless race 


grand winners Ed Capulong and Cat Juan 


Levi's Girls Store at Festival Mall, Ala- 
bang, palanggas. 

Opening the Levi's Girls Store is the fash- 
ion brand's way of giving back something to 
the gals while connecting to the female mar- 
ket, dahlings. Е 

In fact, the feminine touch is apparent in 
the store's interiors: fun and eye-catching 
accents; a generous use of the color pink; 
and a total fun, feminine feel, that make ev- 
ery chic gal feel at home, palanggas. 

"The store's opening featured girl power! 
Hot celebrities were model Ornusa Cad- 
ness, race-car driver Gaby de la Merced, 
‘TV host Patty Laurel, Miss Earth Priscilla 
Meirelles, model Kelly Misa, and Miss In- 
ternational Precious Lara Quigaman. 

Most of the women made a mad rush to 
the shelves to check out the. 
latest lines of Levi's Girls, 
Levi's Copper and Levi's La- 
dy Style—all feminine and 
sophisticated jeanswear. 

"The Levis Girls Store is 
definitely a hot place where. 
all trend-setters can find Maurice 
racks filled with stylish “4 
denim and apparel and tons Arcache 
of eye-catching 
sories. 

Hey, all you cool gals, 
check out the awesome Levi's бігіз Store at 
the Festival Supermall. It’s a fashion store 
totally created with only you in mind, 
palanggas. 


Bacardi bash 

It seems to be all over our town's hottest 
nightspots, palanggas. It's also the brand 
that's in the hands of the hippest party per- 
sonas on the fast lane, and its events have 
been happening, like, everywhere. 

Brand Bacardi, the top premium rum, has 
truly returned to Manila's party scene іп a 
big way. It recently followed up its much- 
talked about VIP Party in Boracay with a 
back-to-back Bacardi Bash at Embassy. 

‘The party mob knew they were in for a 
spectacular night, as the entire club's facade 
was in red, the distinct symbol of free-spirit- 
ed partying. 

The bash started witha fire dance outside 
the venue, keeping guests entertained while 
їп queue. Upon entering Embassy, gorgeous 
models offered VIPs the taste of the smooth, 
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JEREMY Sy, Levi's Girls owner; Ronnie Celestial, Levi's brand manager; 
national sales; and Tony Sy, Levi's Girls store owner 


mixable spirit of Bacardi rum. 

The drink was served in different mixes 
all night long, palanggas, fueling energetic 
dancing till a lot of the party-goers dropped 
out due to exhaustion. 

Resident DJs Johnny Verse, Ace and 
Mars Miranda played their timeless hip- 
hop and mash-up beats, which rocked the 
main room. (International DJ Star Icy Ice 
was the featured DJ the following week.) 
Also performing were DJ Chewy and the 
one and only young PR and DJ GP Reyes, 
who played sophisticated house music. 

Yeah, it was one of the coolest parties moi 
attended that week, palanggas. 

And naturellement there were several 
kinds of Bacardi mixes, but the all-time fa- 
vorite was Bacardi Mojito (Bacardi, mint 
leaves, lime, sugar and a dash of soda), 

Mmm, I loved it, dahlings. 


яқ Nokia N95 race 


They came, they saw, 
but alas, only two con- 
quered, palanggas. 

True to Nokia's style, 10 
passionate teams set out to 
SARWAR discover the “soul” of Manille 
E in the Nokia N95 Wireless 
Adventure. They were all 
armed with a Nokia N95. 

For two grinding days, 
they had to shop at a market, put together a 
work of art, record a song, learn a secret 
recipe, shoot videos, take and edit photos, 
while dashing all over town, and singing 
their hearts out, would you believe? 

Тһе digital adventure was to show off the. 
awesome features of the Nokia N95. 
“Tagged as a multimedia computer, the 
Nokia М95 comes equipped with all that 
you'll ever need,” said the promotional 
brochure. You name it, N95 has it, dahlings. 

After the contest, a fun-fun bash was held 
at the Ayala Museum, 

It was hilarious watching the video on 
what the participants had to go through. 
The grand winners were the team of Cat 
Juan and Ed Capulong, who were each 
awarded a cool Р50,000 and tickets to the 
ultra-luxe Amanpulo resort in Palawan, 
palanggas. 

Having the best time and super happy 
over the tres successful event were the 
Nokia people led by brilliant country GM 
William Hamilton-Whyte, who was with 
his stylish wife, Angelique Repapif; mar- 
keting head Sandeep Khanna; corporate 
communications manager Nikka Abes, and 
marketing manager Grace del Callar. 

Bridges@Com's cyber-smart woman on 
the go, Annie Ringor, made sure we were 
all taken care of, palanggas. We enjoyed a 
feast of soul food especially prepared by 
Margarita Fores and son Amado while we 
watched the exciting modern performance 
of Up Dharma Down. 


Hoseki and BMW 

‘Top luxury car brand BMW and interna- 
tionally acclaimed jewelry salon Hoseki 
held a tres interesting fashion show at Auto- 
haus, BMW in Libis, palanggas. 

Hoseki's Über collection was “created for 
the stylish modern шап.” And it was dis- 
played in a different kind of fashion show 
that had handsome model-actor Troy Mon- 
tero driving a fantastic BMW motorcycle to 
the stage, dahlings, 

‘The show was a huge success, thanks to 
the hard work of visionary Hoseki founder 
Fai Co, and wife, eye-catching Zabeth Co, 
and young award-winning jewelry design- 
ers Shamaine Ng and Knoi Esmane, who 
also directed the show. 

Aprés the show, dynamic BMW Autohaus 
chair Tony Aquino and Fai Co exchanged 
gifts onstage—a collector's BMW model and 
aplaque of appreciation. 

Both were joined by BMW Autohaus pres- 
ident, the brilliant Bobby Rosales, for the 
presentation of hot prizes to the lucky raffle 
winners. 

It was truly an evening of sheer plea- 
sure—the sheer pleasure of driving a BMW 
car, no less, and the sheer pleasure of wear- 
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“WE are family.” Levi's Girls store owners Christy Sy, Perry Capino, 
Gen Sy Capino and James Sy 
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1g Hoseld designer Knoi Esmane; Shamaine 


Ng; hunk of the hour Troy Montero; Fai Со and Zabeth Co, Hoseld 


founders 
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Bobby Rosales and BMW 
‘Autohaus chair Tony Aquino 
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BACARDI'S hotshots Bibe Martinez and Au 
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Silverio 
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‘TEDDY Dario, Nokia corporate communications manager Nikka 
Abes, Bridges@Com's Toni Gregory and Janine Dario 


МО! and Nokia country general manager William 
Hamilton-Whyte flanked by Jetset's Liza llarde and 


JAY Server (right), Nokia’s Corinne 
ABS-CBN Publishing's Thelma Sioson-San Juan 


IVAN Zalameda and business magnate 
Risos and Jill Lotoh 


THE GANG. Faye Hain, Jessica de Borja, Kriska Joaquin, Nikki Escalona 
Max Ching 


and Gian Aguilar 
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INTERNATIONAL BAZAAR. 
The International Bazaar 
Foundation, Inc. will have its 
4st annual International Bazaar 
‘on Nov. 25 at the Philippine 
International Convention 
Center, Cultural Center of the 
Philippines Complex, Pasay City. 
Foundation members include 
representatives of the 

lomatic and consular corps, 
and government agencies. In 
photo are Leila Salgado, PRO; 
Nora Salazar, treasurer; Lovely 
T. Romulo, chair; Sylvia. 
Farolan, president; Jane Abacan, 
vice president and Ambassador 
Julia Heidermann, secretary. 
| Proceeds of the bazaar will go to 
projects for the less privileged. 


Mid-year makeov 


THIS JULY, MARIE CLAIRE MAGAZINE OFFERS A 
jampacked Mid-Year Makeover issue that's sure. 
to inspire you to make those changes now. Be in- 
spired by the life-altering epiphanies of three 
women who finally 
took charge of their 
| lives. Have you al- 
jj ways had your eye on. 
a treat that you never 
had enough money 
for? Start spending 
ES wisely as Marie Claire 
does the math and 
shows you how cut- 
ting down on every- 
day extras can help. 
you add to your cash 
stash. Find out how 
you can scale your mountains figuratively by tak- 
ing inspiration from the women who literally con- 
quered the highest mountain on earth, as they 
share their journey towards becoming the first 
Pinays on МІ. Everest. One woman who has un- 
dergone such a transformation is cover girl Judy 
Ann Santos, who shares the 10 most important 
life lessons that have allowed her to live her best 
life yet. Grab a copy of the July issue of Marie 
Claire Magazine, available in ай leading book- 
stores and magazine stands at P125 per copy. 


EDUTAINMENT FOR KIDS. Leapster Learning 
Game System has a special promotion for the 
whole month of August. Every purchase of the. 
Leapster Learning Game System 2007 Aug. 1-31 
comes with a free Leapster backpack worth 
P1,499.75. Leapster, made by LeapFrog, makers 
of electronic learning devices for kids, is a hand- 
held gaming system with video gaming tem- 
plates and а bulll-in learning component for kids 
4-10 years. Also available is Leapster TV Learn- 
ing System for kids 3-8 years old. 


DESIGN YOUR VIRTUAL PET. Virtual Pet Tam- 
agotchi enthusiasts, 6-18 years old, can join the 
Tamagotchi V4 design contest ongoing until July 
22 fora chance to win P10,000 worth of Tam- 
agotchi items. The two winning designs will be 
used in actual Tamagotchi V4 units to be manu- 
factured in Japan by Bandai, makers of the Tam- 
agotchi Connection. For contest mechanics, log 
оп to www.bankee.com.ph ог www.inguirer.net. 
Judging will be held on July 29 at the Grand Atri- 
ит of Shangri-La Plaza Май. 


DISCOUNT ON FITNESS PRODUCT. Xando users 
and SM Advantage cardholders can now be fit 
and healthy while enjoying great savings. Ву рге- 
senting their SM Advantage, SM Prestige or BDO 
Rewards card, they get a 10-percent or P348 dis- 
‘count with every purchase of a box of Xando 
Block and Burn July 15-28 from any Watson's 
‘outlet nationwide. Xando Block and Burn is avail- 
able exclusively at all Watson's outlets. 


LOYALTY CARD. Customers of Just Jewels Bou- 
tique can now get Loyalty Cards. With every pur- 
chase of any jewelry item, with no minimum 
price requirement, the customer gets one sticker 
on his/her card. On every fourth purchase, the 
customer can buy any singe jewelry ltem at 20- 
percent less than the regular price. Promo ends 
Sune 23, 2008. 

Just Jewels is also holding the online 
(www justjewels.com ph) contest "Guess Му 
Worth." Participants can win a diamond studded 
14k gold bracelet. Just Jewels Boutiques are in 
Ayala Cebu, Glorietta, Festival Mall, SM South- 
тай, SM Manila, SM Megamall, SM Май о! Asia 
and SM Cebu. 


CONFERENCE. The Book Development Associa- 
tion of the Philippines presents a conference on 
"Books Across Southeast Asia," Aug. 28 and 29 
at the Bayview Park Hotel. The conference aims 
to deepen the awareness of the various social 
sectors regarding books that are written and pub- 
lished in Southeast Asia. E-mail pub- 
dept@anvil.com.ph or fior javierGazdi- 
rect.com.ph 


SEMINARS. CFS Creative Training and Manage- 
‘ment will old the following seminars: "Purchas- 
ing Management" (July 25, 9 a.m.-5 p.m); "The 
Challenge of Creative Selling" (July 28, 9 a.m.- 

5 p.m); "Warehouse Management" (Aug. 10, 

9a m-5 p.m); "Effective Supervisory Skills" 
(Aug. 11, 9a.m.-6 p.m... Call 8697960, 8232358 
or 8234825. 


SEMINAR. The British Council will hold its annu- 
al General Pre-Departure Briefing on July 28, 
1-5 p.m. at the 3/F of Richmonde Hotel, 21 San 
Miguel Avenue, Ortigas Center, Pasig City. The 
seminar is free of charge and is on a first-come- 
first-serve basis. Call 9141011 to 14, 


PHOTO COURSES. The Federation of Philippine 
Photographers Foundation, Inc. holds basic and 
advanced photography courses starting Aug. 16. 
For registration, call 5247576, 5280371 ог 
5255792 


Dale Starr Enterprises Instantanious Shower Heater 
p Sa ANTISCALD ELTON 


‘rater new and 
‘nova шенге 
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Eeee stant 


Lorenzetti 
Maxi-Aquecedor 
Centralize Multipoint 
Shower Heater 
Instaneuos Hot 
tel ne ией 
only 1 umit per Bath Room 
For over Boi Bide / 
Mali oi 


LIFETIME FREE 
SERVICE 


ш 
L@RENZETTI 
Save waren, 
suower TOGETHER 
MAXI-SHOWER 
‘Automatic Hot Shower with 
‘Energy Saver Selector аЙ 
| FREE INSTALLATION WITHIN METRO манал ЫЛ 
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A:downpour of exciting prizes’. 
come your way іп the... 


June 23 to July 30, 2007 


Every P500 single receipt purchase entitles you 
а chance to win any of these cool prizes! 
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J Ovens 


с. Microwave 
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_*SEE POSTERS AND FLYERS FOR DETAILS 


ALL ROBINSONS MALLS 
Araneta Square, Caloocan City 
Banilad Town Center, Cebu 
Berkeley Square, Commonwealth 
Blue Wave, Marikina 


Circle С Center, Congressional 
Good Earth Plaza, Avenida 
Nagaland Emoll, Noge City 
Nepo Moll, Dagu; 

Nepo Moll, Angeles 


52) 


www.robinsons-supermarket.com.ph 


Malobon Citisquare 
Metropolis Star Alabang 
Susano Complex, Nov 

Target Mall, Sta Rosa, Laguna 
Tutuban Center 
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GRAY four-pocket pinstripe pantsuit BLACK elephant-sleeve button-down shirt and white Vy 
with bow and button accents slim pants 


the option to wear what suits them 
best, whatever boosts their confi- 
dence, whatever allows them self-expression. 
‘Work wear for women has evolved through 
the years—from the rather stiff and struc- 
tured suits of the glass-ceiling days to the 
rather relaxed casual Friday clothes in recent 
years. 
‘At SM, today’s clothes for working women 
ге less structured and boring, embracing 
both a corporate agenda and a great sense of 
style 
Check out the career collection at the 
Ladies Wear Department of all SM Stores. 


TES WORKING WOMEN HAVE 


Captivating, 
„timeless, 


BLACK pinstripe vest, white long-sleeve 
shirt, slim tie and black pants 


WANDERS is a one-of-a-kind musical extravaganza that top bills 


our best homegrown talents in the entertainment scene. 


— 


It showcases world-class Filipino performers who are out 


to captivate audiences with soulful renditions of timeless classics and 


a: 


vibrant dance numbers. A fusion of cultures, the show also highlights 


gravity-defying aerial acrobatics and stunning displays of skills 


by flamboyant performérs from China and Russia. 


Every Wednesday, Friday and Saturday 
at PAGCOR Grand Theater 
Airport Casino 
Parafiaque City, Metro Manila 
Ticket prices: P3000 е P2500 • P2000 • P1500 • P1200 
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CIRQUE ASIA INTERNATIONAL 


sleeve jacket 
with ruffle accents and matching skirt 
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HER 
MOTHER'S 
DAUGHTER. 
Cristalle 
Henares (left) 
proves she 
doesn’t have to 
becomea 
doctor to fulfil 
hermom's 
dream. As 
hands-on and 
hardworking as 
mom Dr. Vicki 
Belo, she takes 
the reins of 
BEAUTY DEMOCRACY. It link to popular show-biz figures has played a large part in making Belo а household name- But the the celebrity 
ee metic clinic's services haven't been accessible toa wide audience until now, as the Belo Essentials skin-whitening range hits doctor's new 
drugstores and supermarkets. skincare fine. 


... AN 
beauty 
for ail! 


Vicki Belo has come up 
with her own line 

of dermal products 
that makes the Belo 
brand available 

to the mass market 


ESSENTIALS 


elo 


i CTS 
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By Cheche V. Moral 


“BUENO, BONITO Y BARATO." 

Good, pretty and inexpensive. That's how 
Dr. Vicki Belo summed up her latest project: 
her very own skincare line. 

"What I want is to make the Philippines the 
most beautiful country in the world, one per- 
son at a time,” she said at the launch of Belo 
Essentials in her Makati home last week 

‘That Belo, a household name in cosmetic 
surgery and dermatology, should decide to af- 
fix her brand on pots and tubes of lotion or 
cream for retail shouldn't come as a surprise; 
it seems only the natural progression of an 
immensely successful practice that was built 
over a 17-year period. 

‘The question was, why only now? 

It took long to develop a product thats 
good enough to put my name on, Belo told us 
three months ago, when she first mentioned 
this project. 

Belo has had to work with different 
chemists over the years until she found one 
who got the formulation right. Apart from pi- 
oneering many cosmetic trends in the coun- 
ту, Belo is also known to personally test the 
efficacy of her services and products, And she 
stands by them. 

The sheproduct Belo Essentials line is com- 
posed of two soap bars, two facial washes and 
two body lotions. And, unlike some of the 
highly exclusive services offered at her clinies, 
the line is targeted at the mass market, retail- 
ing from P38.75 to P167.75 in select super- 
markets and drugstores. 

While Belo Essentials is the culmination of 
а dream project for the celebrity doctor, it's 
equally significant in that it signals the foray 
of heronly daughter into the Belo enterprise. 

It was Belo's dream to have at least one of 
her two kids study medicine, said daughter 
Cristalle Henares. A business management 
graduate of the Ateneo de Manila University, 
Henares, 24, chose to work with the Jesuit 
Volunteers of the Philippines as a preschool 
teacher in Bukidnon for 10 months, (Her old- 
er brother, Quark, is a film director) When 
she returned, she gave in to her mom's wishes 
and enrolled in medical school for one term, 
only to realize the rigors of the study didn't 
suit her temperament. It was the end ofa Belo 
dream. 

Prodded in part by guilt and filial dury, the 
young woman presented her mother а pro- 
posal Henares knew the latter couldn't resist 
to finally make the skincare brand project а 
reality. 

Belo set up Intelligent Skin Care Inc. (ISCI) 
with her daughter as the boss-in-training 
"My card says managing director, but it’s the NEW LINES ARRIVING EVERY WEEK 
managers who are teaching me,” said the self- 
effacing Henares. EXCLUSIVELY IN TOPSHOP ROBINSONS GALLERIA 
Debut line 

Belo Essentials’ debut line is а whitening GLORIETTAAND SM MALL OF ASIA 
range, as achieving fairer skin remains a pri- 
mary concern of majority of Belos patients, 
according to Henares. It uses a so-called 
Dermlight Skin System that is said to both 
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ALWAYS fashionable Victoria Beckham sports the now-popular 


“Pob.” 
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the hair! 


Breakup time or when 


feeling down is not 


the best time to mess up 


with your 'do 


TS SOMETHING 

we've gone through 

at least once in our 
lives. What is it? The 
urge to get a haircut af- 
ter a breakup or when 
feeling down. 

The younger sister of a friend 
of mine was telling me she want- 
ей to get a bob since she had just 
broken up with her boyfriend. 
But she wasn't sure if she was do- 
ing the right thing because she 
just felt lonely and wanted а 
change in her life. 

In my head Iwas saying: Please 
don't. You will not only get a bob, 
you will also end up looking like 
one. 

Of course, I didn't say this out 
loud, but honestly we girls are 
guilty of this. Гуе learned to just 
throw away some of my old pic- 
tures, because when I was going 
through a similar phase in col- 
lege, I did the same thing: get a 

ve badhaircut 


NICOLE Richie's not-so-drastic сие 


One guy ended up asking me if 
Thad fallen asleep in the garden 
and the gardener had accidental- 
ly ran over my hair, thus that out- 
rageous shag! 

Since then, I've decided to cut 
my hair some slack. 

Yeah, itis the oldest formula in 
the book. Go through something 


Cosmetics of care and beauty 


Michiko comes up 
with trendy looks 


Text by Bianca Consunji, 
Contributor 
Photos by Jesse Herrera 


"child of beauty" has two lines 
under the brand, namely 
Michiko Colour and Michiko 
Skincare System. Taking off 
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А? 


PROBABLY influenced by Victoria Beckham, Katie Holmes-Cruise 


sports her own version of the bob. 


painful equals getting a haircut. 
But most of the time, the result is 
feeling bad about it afterward. 

Come to think of it, maybe 
that’s why we do it. At least, we 
don’t have to think of the guy or 
whatever that had pissed us off 
since we now have something 
even more horrible to fret about. 

Why get one, really? The guy 
will just feel like you got affected 
so much, but that won't make him 
go back to you still. 

So this is what I told the little. 
sister of my friend: The best re- 
vengeis to look good always. And 
that has nothing to do with a 
drastic haircut that might just 
end up frightening prospective 
suitors. 


using the skincare 
makeup brand 


MICHIKO, A SKINCARE AND 
makeup brand distributed by di- 
rect-selling line Sensea, recently 
held its grand launch at Starmall 
Mandaluyong with a makeup 
competition and fashion show. 
Michiko, a Japanese term for 


LOOSE powder in colored 


and shimmery formulas 


from other Japanese brands such 
as Shu Uemura and Shiseido, the 
brand believes “beauty starts 
with beautiful skin.” 

Тһе brand also takes pride in 
being а “skincare makeup” 
brand; ingredients such as shea 


butter, almond oil, Vitamin Е 
and natural plant extracts are 
used extensively in its makeup 
products. Michiko Colour takes 
pride in its lipsticks (which are 
available in creamy and matte 
finishes), cheek blush duos, and 
loose powder (five shades that 
come in shimmery or matte fin- 
ishes). The line also includes a 
Touch-up Kit (a selection of 
long-lasting eye shadows іп a 
palette) and cream-to-powder 
Concealer/foundation | pots, 
which are supposedly hypoaller- 
genic and ideal for Asian skin 
tones. 

Last June 26, Michiko spon- 
sored an on-the-spot makeup 
competition among 16 aspiring 
makeup artists. The artists меге 
given a 45-minute deadline to 
convey Michiko Colour's philos- 
ophy—'simple yet elegant and 
sophisticated”—in their make- 
up. Amateur and professional 
artists competed to come up 
with the best commercial and 
bridal looks. 


Winners 

In the professional division, 
bridal category, Edgar Lachica 
clinched the top spot; Julio 


Gomez and Roldan Aban took 
the first and second runner-up 
spots, respectively. 

For'the commercial category, 
Delfin Balongcas won first place, 
with Jeffrey Gutierrez and Joel 
Tolones taking the next two 
spots. 

In the amateur division, bridal 
makeup, Juliet Gomez won first 
place, followed by Evelyn 
Mandigma and Jorella Velasco. 

In the commercial category, 
Joan Hubue and Minerve Mape- 
sos were the champions, while 
Jocelyn Reyes and Michelle 
Ularte won first and second run- 
ner-up. 


Overall champions were Ba- 
longcas (commercial category) 
and Juliet Gomez (bridal). 

Michiko also paid tribute to 
Jun Encarnacion by posthu- 
móusly awarding him a spot on 
their Hall of Beauty; his son, 
Tristan Encarnacion, accepted 
the award. 

The launch also recognized 
nine personalities In the beauty 
industry who were given the 
"Beauty Master" award. The 
awardees, who also judged the 
competition, included stylist 
George Bantolino of Sir George 
Salon; hairdresser — Angelo 
Justin; veteran hairstylist and 


SIORGHNNCOM 


But if you think getting a hair- 
cut aftera rough patch in your life 
is something you have to do, by 
all means bring a picture of the 
hairstyle you want done. Don’t 
just tell the stylist to do whatever 
with your hair, since now is not 
the time to be too adventurous. 
There are just too many things 
going on with you emotionally. 
Getting stressed out over a bad 
"do shouldn't be an addition. 

Here are some pictures of 
young Hollywood stars and their 
hot hairstyles. Bring these with 
you the next time you visit the sa- 
lon. 

But Ive a better suggestion: 
Why not just go to a spa or have 
your nails done? 


POTS of creamy 
concealer/foundation 
from Michiko 


makeup artist Nick Diaz; Wed- 
ding Essentials beauty associate 
Tatin Yang; professional fashion 
and beauty photographer Pat 
Dy; Насар president Tessie 
Atienza; Насар vice president 
Tony Guy; Mel Quita of 
Paradigm salon; fashion design- 
er Edd Sy; Evelyn Alvaran-Cruz, 
president and CEO of Hair Asia 
and publisher of Hair Asia maga- 
zine; and Obet Federizo, creative 
director of Michiko Cosmetics. 
‘The brand also offers makeup 
training to aspiring makeup 
artists. For inquiries, contact 
Sensea at 5354683 or visit 
wwwssenseaintl.com. 


© Maks ming mascara 


Text and makeup by Barbi Chan 
Contributor 


APPLYING MASCARA IS NOT AS 


Eyelash curlers and mascara are 
like husbands and wives. In short, 
they are partners. One can function 
without the other, but the potential 


your mascara. Here's a simple break- 
down of the different mascara vari- 
ants out there, 

1. Lengthening, fibers and ex- 


These types of mascara usually 
come with a primer (sometimes 
packaged at the other end of the 
mascara tube). The primer is the 


simple as you think. 1 remember 
losing a few of my precious lashes 
(every lash counts with me!) when I 
applied the mascara first before 
curling it. 

First came shock (why is my 
curler stuck іп my lashes?), then 
anger (come on, let go of my lash- 
esl), fear (oh my, what have I done?) 
and finally resignation (goodbye to 
my precious lashes). 

Every woman has encountered 
this horrific experience once in her 
life, т quite sure. The good news 
here is that lashes grow back, and 
while they may no longer be as thick 
as they used to, at least we won't 


to reach greater 
heights would be 
limited if they're 
apart. 

They have to go 
hand in hand. So, 
first, invest in a good 
quality curler and 
you will have it for 
ages. But remember 
to replace the rubber 
tip every six or seven 
months, or whenever. 
it seems to have 
stopped. curling ef- 
fectively. 

‘There are different 


tending _ mascara 
means the mascara 
will make your lash- 
es longer. These are 
good for really short 
but thick lashes. Get 
a smudge-proof or 
waterproof mascara 
to make sure it really 
stays all дау. Ty 
Maybelline's Unstop- 
pable Shiny Black 
Mascara. 1 went 
swimming with this 
mascara and it 
stayed. — Unbellev- 
able. Didnt even 


white stuff you apply before the 
mascara. Remember to let the 
primer dry first in order to avoid а. 
two-toned look on your lashes 
(white on the tip, black on the 
roots). Try Clinique Defining Power 
Mascara or Maybelline XXL Mas- 
cara. 

3. "Tint or basic mascara. If you 
don't want any of the above effects 
and you just want the natural look, 
this is the mascara for you. Young- 
blood Mascara In Sable makes your 
lashes look alive yet natural. 

Before applying the mascara, 


BEFORE wipe the wand tip first with a tissue. 


have bald spots on our lis. 

Before learning the ropes of apply- 
ing mascara, there is one basic thing 
to consider first: the eyelash curler. 


types of mascara in the market. It all 
depends on what you need. Find out 
first what effect you want for your 
lashes before you go out and buy 


smudge at all. 

2. Maximize and volumizing 
mascara means your lashes will 
look fatter and thicker with it 


Then sweep the mascara from the 
base to the tip. Wiggle the wand 
from side to side to ensure more cov- 
erage. 
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control melanin production and get results are similarly advised 
prevent transfer ofmelanin tothe 10 use any soap no more than 
skin’s surface. The main ingredi- “two to three times per day. Too 
ents are all-natural plant extracts much usage might cause dryness 
(alpine, California prune fruit and irritation (based on text- 
pulp, etc. that are claimed to Бе books),” she wrote. 
more effective in whitening the Similarly, Alberto said, "The 
skin in justa month, compared to maximum use of [the] Whiten- 
other brands that use papaya ex- ing Lotion is twice a day only and 
tract, which only exfoliates the а sufficient amount should be 
skin’s surface, applied to cover the entire sur- 
A clinical study conducted for face you want to target. Ideally, 
1SClon Filipino skin types Ш to V our lotion can stay on your skin 
(moderate to dark brown skin for six to 12 hours depending on 
color) by Dr Nenita Alberto, а the individual's lifestyle... For 
dermatologist accredited by the people who have activities 
Bureau of Food and Drug, the re- wherein sun exposure cannot be 
sults showed that Belo Essentials avoided, we recommend Belo Es- 
posed significantly faster results sentials Whitening Lotion with 
compared to a leading brand: SPF 15... 
thats a reduction of 40 melanin | "People with skin infections or 
units after three weeks of use open wounds and the like are not d a ме 
versus only 15 units with a popu- advised to use the product[s] be- E 7275 В A. S i ы Wack: 
е E Wat б 


Таг brand over ће same period. cause [they] were tested on peo- sane т 

(A reduction of melanin above ple with normal skin types. Al- 

five units is visible to the naked though we don’t claim the prod- ES З ET " THO! 

eye) ucts to be hypoallergenic, it is 
Tn an e-mail message to the Tn- safe for all kinds of skin as shown 

quier (via Henares), Alberto ad- by our clinical study.” 

vised users to leave Soap on skin Henares added that ISCI also 

for two minutes before rinsing, as conducted a test on 110 subjects 

was done in the clinical study. for two weeks and the "irritation 

Consumers who are impatient to rate was zero percent.” 
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Zunic's Slimming and Body Sculpting Method" melts away 
unsightly body fat without surgery, diet, pills or exercise. 
The dissolved fat is naturally flushed out by the body, 
which means zero recovery time. 


ake mine mascara 
Find out what makes Zunic the real deal. Experience results 
you can see and feel in as little as 45 minutes! slimming & body sculpting 


1 

1 

' 

' 
From page D2 One more piece of advice: If 

Tsometimes use two kinds of you want your mascara to last ' 

mascara іп one sitting. I apply longer then avoid pumping ће 1 
the volumizer first, let it dry, mascara wand, as this fills the 

then add a second coat using tube with air and dries ош! 

the lengthening one. Applying your mascara faster. П 

' 

' 

' 

1 

1 


Experience dramatic inch-loss and start feeling better 
mascara on your lowerlashisa | To avoid clumping, remem about how you look. Get a Zunic trial package today! 
personal preference. If you de- berto wipe the wand with a pa- 

Gide to do so, make sure to рег towel before each applica- 
avoid the “spider-leg” look by Чол, 

applying minimally. Start at 

the outer corner ali the way to E-mail be_maybelline_ny@- 
the inner eye. yahoo.com. 


Call 374-0600 or 752-0600 for a FREE personal consultation. Open Mon-Sun, 8am-8pm. 


MAKATI: 752-0600 • 752-0601 QUEZON CITY: 374-0600 » 374-0800 
Upper G/F Somerset Olympia G/F New Grange Building 
7912 Makati Ave., Makati City 32 Timog Ave., Quezon City 


Get spellbound with Harry Potter's latest and final book, 
Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows! 


On July 21, 2007, Saturday, all Fully Booked branches. 
will open its doors at 7:01 a.m. 
to all wizards and Muggles alike! 


Join Harry Potter fans that day for a magical, all-day 
book launch, “DEATHLY HALLOWS: DESTINY'S HAND" 
at the new Fully Booked flagship store at Bonifacio 
High Street. Get a chance to win special prizes with 
games and fun activities organized by Pinoy Harry Potter 
(Hogwarts Philippines). Starts at 7:01 a.m. onwards! 


Fully Booked branches: B:6 Bonifacio Higl 
Promenade Greenhills • Gatewa, 
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BELO Essentials 
whitening lotion, blue 


PROMINENT SKIN CLINICS ONCE IDENTI- 
fied only with the rich and famous have pene- 
trated the mass market as well. Their entry- 
point product—the ever-congested field of 
skin-whitening. 

Lets face it. Whitening is what the majority 
wants and is willing to pay for. And the high- 
prize skin doctors will sell at a lower profit, 
they need volume to get their capital back as 
fast as they can. 

‘Well, 1 have tried the treatments and as ex- 
pected, they produce results. 

For these doctors, to put their name on a 
popular product is high risk so I banked on the 
fact that they would be pressured to make 
high-quality and effective but affordable 
products. To be outperformed by nonmedical 
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Effective 12221 whitening 
products for everyone 


MAKEOVER 
911 


Kinny Salas 


mass-market brands could doom their credi- 
bility. 
So far 1 have tried two effective medical 
brands, and I expect more of them will come. 
Belo Essentials face and body whitening 
products in blue or pink packaging promise 
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EEE | BELO 
Essentials 
whitening 
body bars, 
blue 


‘These face washes are patterned after Oba- 


‘whiter skin in seven days. The line consists of gis so they are very concentrated. A little is all 


foaming face washes, soap and body lotions. 


How to choose 


you need fora rich lather. They remove make- 
up as well, including the waterproof stuff. 
Bonus: pore-minimizing pink smells like 


Face wash—if you are acne-prone or cherry and blue smells like those expensive 
greasy like me, go for the pink one (P82.75, Japanese brands. 


50 mlorP131.75, 100 ml) as it has pore-mini- 


Body Soap—blue (P38.75, 90 g and 


mizing and oil-control properties along with P54.75, 135 g) and pink with exfoliating 


the whitening effect. 
Normal-to-dry-skin people should go for 
the blue one (P78.75 and P125.75). 


beads incorporated (P40.75 and P56.75), 
Vicki and daughter Christalle Henares tip: 

In the buildup to a rich lather during showers, 

leave on skin for one or two minutes before 


ESTEE LAUDER 


YOUR FIRST GIFT 


Receive a fabulous 8-pc gift with a minimum 
purchase of Estée Lauder products worth 
P4,000.00 in a single receipt 


ІНІ 


‘Lip Pour Credit Card Blue compact with lip 
applicator in Pure Color Gloss stick in 10 shades 
Lip Conditioner SPF 15 in blue case 

"Advanced Night Repair Protective Recovery 
Complex 7m! 

Hydra Complete Multi-Level Moisture Gel Créme 


YOUR SECOND GIFT 
e's morel Step up your Estée Lauder 
single receipt purchase to P5,500.00 and 
you'll take home a Brown Suede handbag 
OR make it a P7,000.00 purchase in a 
single receipt to take home a Brown Suede 
ote bag. assem a ptos 


TIME 


TWO GIFTS FOR YOU 


NIC 15ml 


Créme Sml 


30ml 


‘Optimizer Repair Boosting Lotion 30m 


‘Hydra Complete Multi-Level Moist 


*Brown Suede pouch 


көш 


Available from Jul 


One gift to a customer, please 


LAUDER 


Eye Gel 


Perfectly Clean Splash Away Foaming Cleaner 


15 to 31, 2007 


Find your Balance. Release your Radiance. 


New. Nutritious. 


For your skin's radiant health. 


Love your skin. Love your life. Be radiant, with this amazing skincare regimen. Nutritious 
brings a unique balance to your skin, creating a new vibrance and fresh beauty. It's the 
look of radiant health - and there's nothing quite like it. The complete collection includes 
cleanser, treatment lotion, essence, 


moisturizers and protective base, all with the power 


of pomegranate and more. Working together, they infuse skin with the nutrients and energy 
it needs to glow. All day, every day. 


Exclusively Available at 


Rustans Makati Tel. No. 817 1884 • Rustans Shangri-la Plaza Tel. No. 633 4636 local 112 * Rustans Alabang Tel. No. 850 5561 local 118 
Rustans Cebu Tel. No. 231 5641 * Rustans Gateway Tel. No. 911 2010 * Marionnaud SM Mall of Asia Tel. No. 556 0422 
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rinsing off to give whitening ingredients 
enough time to get activated. I do the same 
forthe face wash. 

Before you groan in protest at the work in- 
volved, you may rinse off easily; just make 
sure you apply the body lotion. 

Once again, Blue (P80.75 and P147.75) is 
the basic if not softer scent; and Pink, which 
has SPF 15 (P91.75 and P167.75), smells like 
cherries. 

‘The lotion is designed for the neck down 
and should not be applied to face. A whiten- 
ing face cream is under development and is 
taking longer because Belo Essentials wants 
to make sure it's non-acnegenic as well as hy- 
poallergenic. 

The lotion is formulated with the 
Dermlight System, which is a two-step 
whitening program that inhibits melanin (the 
pigment that darkens skin) production to a 
minimum and prevents the few that аге 
formed from rising to the surface and darken- 
ing the skin ог forming freckles. 


Dermelinic 

Gluta White and Firm promises to whiten 
and firm up body skin in two weeks. 

Dermelinic’s skin specialists formulated 
their treatment with exclusive BioActive 
whitening and slimming complex. It contains 
L-Carnitine, which burns stored fat, and 
Claire Blanche, a fusion of seven active ingre- 
dients that inhibit melanin formation as well 
as prevent freckles and age spots. 

inthis one, noticed thatthe firming action 
worked faster than the whitening function. 
‘There was a noticeable firming of skin in six 
days while the whitening effect took about 
10-12 days (the body bar costs P89, 135 g; 
and the whitening and skin-firming lotion, 
P279, 200 ті). 

Demclinic has concentrated on body prod- 
ucts, which is good because there are enough 
reasonable whitening products in the market 
зо that we see many whitened faces around 
but sporting uneven-colored bodies, just like 
a bad Photoshop job. 

The advantage of these local products is 
that there'll be no more need for overseas 
shipping charges or for begging relatives or 

friends traveling to Japan, Bangkok or Korea 
| tobring home similar products, What a relief 


Belo Essentials is available at Shopwise, Rus- 
tan's and Watson's 
| |. Dermelinic’s Gluta White and Firm are avail- 
able at leading drugstores, and SM supermar- 
kets and department stores, 

E-mail the author at kinnysalas@yahoo. 
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Crown jewels 


‘THE RECENTLY INTRODUCED GOODY 
hair accessories Colour Collection fea- 
tures accessories that come in two tones 
to complement unique hair colors. 

The line features accessories like the 
mini updo claw—for ladies who want 
that glamorous, swept-up look—as well 
as contour clips that unobtrusively keep 
hair in place. 

‘The StayPut collection is the perfect 
choice for those with more active 
lifestyles. And the Goody StayPut high- 
performance accessory line, with patent- 
pending technology, provides more hold- 
ing power than traditional accessories. 
Goody StayPut elastics have 52 percent 
more hold compared to other brands. 

Every accessory in the StayPut collec- 
tion features the revolutionary Slip-Proof 
Hold tread, which keeps these acces- 
sories from rolling, sliding or falling out 
of the hair during low- or high-impact ac- 
tivities, even in the water. Different sizes 
also meet the challenge of varying hair 
thickness. Aside from elastics, the Stay- 
Put collection also features auto-clasps, 
mini claws and metallic no-slide. 

Goody hair accessories are available at 
leading department stores nationwide. 


Contributing Editors 


FRIDAY, JULY 20, 2007 
Jenni Epperson 
and Apples Aberin-Sadhwani 


SUPERMARKET 


No need to ask 
"Where's the beef?". 
It's all here and how! 


Where shopping for food is a pleasure 


Makati e Shangri-La Plaza е Rockwell e Gateway е San Antonio 
Greenbelt > Katipunan = Magallanes  Corinthian Hills 
Banawa, Cebu » Ayala Center, Cebu 
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LIFESTYLE SIN 


Short takes 


Prints please 


LOSSED-UB AIRBRUSHED 
and contrived images usu- 
ally seen in advertisements 

and billboards can be so deceiving, 
unrealistic and uninteresting. 

Real beauty and 
style—the kind that’s 
pred down, natural 
and raw—is definitely 
more appealing. Its all 
about being human, 
after all 

Brands that go out 
of their way to cele- 
brate individuality are 
quite effective in get- 
ting their message 
across, or at the very 
least, getting noticed!" 
Remember those Dove, 
ads that featured real 
woman in all shapes, 
ages and sizes? The 
campaign семей 


APPLES" 
PickiNGS 


Apples Аһегіп- 
Sadhwani 


Tomboy tales 


quite a buzz, and was 
successful in encouraging women to celebrate 
who they are—flaws and all 

‘And now, clothing brand Human kicks off its 
latest campaign by taking on the raw personal- 
ities, characters and lifestyles of its image 
models. Although there's nothing new about 
using a celebrity to endorse a particular brand, 
itis the unique personalities of the Human en- 
dorsers that make the campaign stand out. 

The main concept of this particular cam- 
paign was to simply allow the Human en- 
dorsers to be themselves. 

Case іп point: model Isabelle Diaz Daza, 
‘whose affair with the camera lets the audience 
їп on her little secret. The public often perceives 
Isabelle as prim and proper but with a Іше 
coaxing, other facets of her personality shone 
through during the shoot—a playful cerebral 
sexiness mixed with tomboyish charm. 

Dressed in Humans latest collection, Is- 
abelle showed a personal style that’s not dic- 
tated by trends. She's the coquette in a print- 
ed mini-dress and the playful fashionista in a 
stylish jumper with a bubble skirt. 

‘Clad in jeans and easy-to-wear tops, she is 
also very much herself—simple, effortless yet 
totally confident in her own skin. 

The current Human campaign hopes to 
share the importance of self-confidence and 
personal character. The real trend is really all 
about expressing one's innate sense of style 
without becoming a slave to the dictates of 
trend and whim. 


Email the author at afashion@inquir- 
ercom.ph 
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beauty and 
style—the 
kind that’s 
pared 
down, 
natural 
and 
raw—is 
definitely 
more 
appealing 
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ANG MAS MATINDING WESTERN UNION GOLD CARD™ 
LIBRE AT MAS MARAMI NANG DAHILAN PARA MAGSAYA! 


Kung wala ka pang FREE Western Union Gold Card, mag-apply па at: 

* Automatically entitled ka sa Basic Gold Benefits just by presenting your card." 

* Every time you Send or Receive money with Western Union, you get Premium Gold Benefits! 
Mas marami pang discounts and bonuses ang makukuha то!” 


Р 
123 6 78 
РН $34 


a 
Sign up for the improved Western Union Gold Card. Libro ‘tol Call 888-1200 within Metro Manila or (02) 889-1200 outside Metro Manila 
INDD tates apply) or 1-800-1-888-1200 (PLDT toll-free) or 1-800-9-888-1200 (Globelines toll-free) for more information. 
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facil and hair волове 
(сад transactione) 


$}. Air Philippines Goldilocks, 


7% discount on Publishad Fares 5% discount on Grouting Cakes 


459150 discount on ntrnaton 
website or textsite bookings only) 


outbound vansactions oniy 
JYUSD transection 


Free git —M— 
eoim VAST, ABLE оним: MONEY таллам 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


`. LIFESTYLE BOS 


% 


КӨ ate ЖИЕ, 


алала stu 


Ғ199-П>08 — 
ovine ЕРІНІН 


NLINE SERVICES САМ ВЕ 
(С) = sometimes. 
Its an entirely different 
medium from interpersonal trans- 1 H $ 2 ] 
actions where you can actually Een semana نکمم ید‎ ышкан 
deal with clients face to face. 


But  www.Rega- 
loService.com, , an 
ónline shopping web- 
site, does it so seam- 
lessly that customers 
and suppliers аге 
willing to vouch for 
the site. 

Josephine Gaspar, 
а loyal customer 
from Australia, says, E . H . . 
“Prior to using Rega- ү 1 
к Discriminating 
would either not Г 
ыа E people trust only... 
because it was too y 1 
difficult, or 1 would 
just call my relatives 
to do it for me. Some- 
times, I'd also send 
money through re- 
mübsaice service. But 
while cash gifts are 
always welcome, a 
surprise gift deliv- 
егей to their 
doorstep or work- 
place is still a better 
option as it delivers 
more satisfaction to 
the recipient. I'm 
happy that Rega- 
loSérvice.com has 
provided me with a 
safe and reliable gift- 
giving service for my 
lovedones." 7 

Gaspar swears to 
the delight of her Y THE ҒАСТ5 
loved ones when they Е] ‘© Unlike cheap Glutathione supplements, MET ТАТНІОМЕ 
got special Christmas Е E К contains Reduced Glutathione. By “reduced,” it doesn't mean 
hams” last Decem- 1 You are getting less. It is simply a technical term used to 
Бийкеч us um с 5 Р describe the kind of Glutathione regarded by knowledgeable 
үтік куе ч Я 2 dermatologists and medical practitioners as the highest grade 
eee AINE “at у : Р апа safest form of Glutathione available іп the market today. 


baskets also got the 3 Д © After years of study, the Woodlands Healing Research Center 

same special treat- x б = in Philadelphia concludes: “Glutathione... must be in the 

ment. R reduced form to work properly... The unreduced form is 
Suppliers likewise x much cheaper and isn't metabolically active." (Source: 

testify to smooth, Б woodmed.com) 

деде к S 2n ; м : i © The Reduced Glutathione contained in every 250mg capsule 

Tawi: Ek ` өзі, of MET TATHIONE is a potent dose. Combined with Alpha 

and Mix, а candy 4 А Lipoic Acid (a natural moisturizer) and Sodium Ascorbate 

bouquet | supplier, [natural Vitamin C), it detoxifies the body, strengthens the 

says, — "RegaloSer- V { immune system, delays ageing, boosts sexual potency, 

місе сот is very pro- 3 prevents skin allergies and stress-related diseases.. 

fessional in its opera- plus, decreases the production of melanin to 

tions—from ordering С 3- whiten skin. te 

to the checking of its 4 ; 

items, to delivery, to 

payment, to follow- 

up and finally to con- 

Huston of deliver: feriis tent REG spaca) NAME spec) ADDRESS 

ies.” ce) AGE ad send to 0817S50MET 

“They make the or- Desire 

ders “a day before the z ا‎ 

delivery date so the Ч һана 

items аге fresh." Ej mercury drug 

They also make sure Sd ини landeg бло stores rao, 

that gift handling 1 

during delivery is 

done well, so the 

goods look perfect 

when they reach the 

recipients. 


PICK and Mix lower and chocolate candies BLANCA Virgin Coconut Oil 


Your health and beauty are priceless. 4 
Trust only premium-grade Reduced 
Glutathione from MET TATHIONE. 


no sono nive em 


CORY QUIRINO 
Visit the site and ex- pr 


perience the unique 
service of ww Rega- 
loService.com. 
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ANG MAS MATINDING TAG-ULAN TREATS MULA SA WESTERN UNION GOLD CARD!* 
WESTERN UNION GOLD CARD" ABENSON FESO on automatis washing machine 


'500 off on two-door refrigerator (frost or no-rost)” 
+ == rea Hanabishi The Wind (40.64cm) desk fan for a minimum purchase of P15,000 
бер» лала worth of Audio-Visual appliances" (any brand) 


WESTERN е Two free servings of dessert (buko pandan, leche fian or ice cream) for a minimum purchase of P850" 
Free Sisig (pork, tuna, chicken or Pampanga) for a minimum purchase of P1000" 
Free Grilled Pusit for a minimum purchase of P1500" 


уда 
123 456,789. 
РН .3 \ x 2 ехестифушоёалз • ее 10850 Memory Card with purchase of Canon or Kodak Digital Camere: 


T Free 1 GB USB Drive with purchase of any computer package (brands included: HP, Acer, Acetech, Lenovo; 
no minimum purchase required)" 


+ Free Caramel Popcorn Big for a minimum singlereceipt purchase worth Р200" 


Just presant your card together withthe discount coupon atthe indicted establishment Сай 888-1200 (Metro Manis) 

102-888-1200 outside Metro Manda [NDO rates эру} ot 1-800-1-888-1200 (PLDT toro} or 1-800-888-1200 

(Giobolnes toros for more information. 

"Discount coupons available at select Wester Union Agent locations Terms and Conditions appl, See yrs for dotais. 

Promo duration в tom Jy 1. 2007 -September 30, 2007. Per DTHNCR Permit No. 2860, Series ot 2007. FAST, RELIABLE, WORLDNOE MONEY TRANSFER 
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vigorous 
generation 
constantly on 
the go, 
Тоха 
pioneering 
and creative 
shrink- 
‘wrapped 
packaging 
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Turkish fashion brand invades 
the Philippines, coming up 
with new spins on style staples 


T-BOX, the cult fashion line from Turkey, offers a laid-back, 
wonderfully wearable style aesthetic, combining creativity and 
ir while subtly incorporating the latest trends in cuts, styles and 


colors. 


HERE IS AN ART TO 
subtlety. In expressing your 
personal style, there is a fine 
jne to tread between being fash- 
ionably distinct and overtly trendy. 
Playing it “safe” could come out 
жоо boring, while anything over ће 
Хор could be perceived as trying 
too hard. 
22 The key is knowing how to mix and merge 
‘the classics and basics with distinct pieces to 
‘come up with your signature style. Fashion 
wisdom dictates that sometimes, before step- 
ing out of the box we need 
То know what's inside the 
“box first. In other words, 
Уой must know the rules 
irst before you break 
Шеп. 
125 Now, that is the wi 
"dom behind the Tbox 
lebel—he cult fashion 
‘line that offers a laid-back, 


THE BRAND'S deliberate 
use of bright, primary 
colors makes it easy to 
mix and match to get the 
perfect look for the day. 


Jenni 
Epperson 


wonderfully wearable style aesthetic, without 
the monotony. In fact, it is synonymous with 
innovation. 

‘The label from Turkey has made a name for 
combining creativity and flair while subtly 
corporating the latest trends in cuts, styles 
and colors into their line. Its fashion philoso- 
phy is simplicity and versatility; putting a new 
twist to an essential 

Creativity comes into play by incorporating 
essential pieces and primary colors inorder to 
come up with several looks. T-box is all about 
bringing out the multidimensional nature of a 
person. 

Start with the basics—tunic shifts, cotton 
tank tops and tees, lightweight skirts, slip 
dresses brought to life with colorful ac- 
cessories. The savvy pieces are all designed 
to go well with your own wardrobe. De- 
pending on your mood, you can go from 
flip-flop casual to fabulously glam. 

"The most outstanding thing about T-box 
that reveals its revolutionary nature is its 
packaging. It puts the "fun" back in func- 
tion. 

‘The brand pioneered the very creative 
and innovative mode of “squeeze” packag- 
ing. Thus, the garments come in various 
shrink-wrapped shapes that unfurl to reveal 
an item of clothing. Its a big hit for the on 
the-go generation. 

Even more distinctive, each Fbox product 
contains real one-cent coins for European 
shoppers who have no time to wait for thei 
change. Anywhere else and the coins can be 
collected or saved for a rainy day. 

Тһе brand, which is already а big hit in 17 
countries, was brought into the country by the 
same crew that put everyone's feet on flip-flops 
with their top-selling Havaianas. Which jus 
means they're on to something! When startin 
a fashion revolution, begin with the basics. 


‘Box is at 2/E Archaeology Section, Power 
Plant Mall, Rockwell; Trinoma; and Shangri-La 
Plaza. 

Email the author at fashion @inguireccom.ph 


МО МЕЕР to sacrifice style or color for 
the rainy season. Suit up witha 

fashionably practical rain jacket, pair it 
with a flattering V-neck stripe shirt and 
sexy black top to get that layered look. 


FVSITION 


FRIDAY, JULY 20, 2007 


y, shrink-wrapped 
garments that come in various. 
shapes are T-box’s signature 
products, which unfurl to reveal 
an item of clothing. White 
strapless top, white casual 
shorts and T-box lollibands 


EXPRESSING a unique fashion 
aesthetic that can go from casual 
chick to glam gal, T-box lets you pull 
together countless outfits by pairing 
pieces from the collection. 


Makeup Xeng Zulueta for Shu Uemura 
Hair Felicity Son for Kiehl's Stylist Series 
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Hush... hush, 
sweet Charlotte 


By Jenni Epperson 


T'S ALL ABOUT THEATTITUDE. 

А raised eyebrow. А wry smile. 

An uncontainable sensuality be- 
neath a cool, clean veneer. You carry 
it with you wherever you are, 
whether youre exploring а muse- 
um, watching a fashion show on 
front row, sipping a cocktail at a bar 
or just savoring a meal in a dark cor- 
ner of a restaurant. You're showing 
the world who you are, yet you're 
keeping the juicy secrets to yourself. 

“There is something disarming about it all: an 
attitude thats edgy and dark, a style that is fun 
and feminine. This is the blueprint of Duerr de- 
signs. 

Duerr designs are a sophisticated alternative. 
for the chic young woman of today. The forms 
are feminine without being girly-girl or 
princess-precious. Single statement pieces can 
be mixed and matched with subtle and versatile 
items: strong, angular dresses paired with skin- 
my pants, or soft shrunken jackets over long, 
Jean tops and playful shorts. 

“The brand takes its name from... a religious 
educator! Yes, that’s right. For it was in Duerr 
Hall, then the home of the St. Benilde School of 
Design and Arts Fashion Laboratory, where the 
four young fashion entrepreneurs behind the 
brand first met. Loralee Baron, Ina Enrile, 
Chery! Tantengco, and Anthony Sandoval were 
block mates taking up Fashion Design and Mer- 
chandising back in 1998, and when they began 
toenvision their new clothing line in 2007, they 
decided to give a nod to their fashion-education 
roots by naming the brand after their college 
home. The irony that two of them eventually 
left the school hasn't escaped them, and Cheryl 
jokingly notes that their old professors might be 
‘surprised to see what they ve accomplished. 

Even after they left college, they've all gravi 
tated toward the fashion world: Cheryl began 
commercial and print modeling; Ina took up 
Fashion Design at the Whitehouse Institute of 
Design in Australia; Anthony majored in Fash- 
on Design at the Art Institute of New York and 
the Fashion Institute of Technology; and Lo- 
ralee continued her fashion education in Mi- 
lans Istituto Marangoni, graduating summa 
cum laude from her master’s degree in Fashion 
Brand Management. 

Now theyre using their combined experi- 
ence and love for fashion to bring Duer to the 
public, with each playing an important role in 
the team. Their designs begin with Cheryl's 
imaging and designing. Ina uses her creative 
and technical design skills; Anthony lends his 
keen eye to selection of materials, and infuses 
the team with new ideas and inspiration 
gleaned from his work in New York's fashion in- 
dustry; and Loralee handles the marketing and 
financial aspects of the business. Their skills 
and ideas often complement and overlap, al- 
lowing them to stay true to a single vision for 
their brand while introducing new ideas and in- 
novations. 

Tris but natural chat the label's character rubs 
off on the wearer. The women who wear Duetr 
are self assured and confident; they know who 
they are and what they want, and theyre not 
afraid to experiment to curb the rules of fash- 
ion. Some character pegs to reflect on: the clean 
sophistication of Zooey Deschanel, the quirky 
fashion sense of Kirsten Dunst, or the reinvent- 
ed refinement of ingénue Sienna Miller. 


To order, log on to www.duerrmultiplycom. Bye of the beholder 


Email the author at  jfashion@inquir- 
excomph 


Dream catcher 


VANGUARD MESSENGER 
Features tough Airguard 
‘waterproof nylon, strong nylon 
shoulder strap with ergonomic foam 
padding, waterproof 8-mm zippers 
and metal buckles, It has a super- 

| padded laptop sleeve and can store A4 
documents as well as must-live gadgets. 


In the 1000 


OOP BAGS, THE CREATIONS 
ofFrench designer Romain f 
Vauchez, are marked by un- A A 
conventional designs, quality 
craftsmanship, refined materials, 
classy colors and neat functionality 
They are available at Leather 
Gallery, 2/8 Eastwood Citywalk; 
Robinson’s Place Ermita and Schu 
Greenhills Mall. E-mail loopbag- 
manila@yahoo.com. 


Azera once again topped the large car segment 
inthe annual 2007 Automotive Performance, Ехе- 
cution and Layout StudySM (APEAL) which mea- 
sures owner delight with the design, content, lay- 
ош and performance of their new vehicles. The 
award represents the second conseculive year 
that Azera has topped the large car segmentin the 
study. Outperforming several popular sedans, AZ- 
era received high marks for its interior, audio sys- 
tems, seats, heating and air conditioning (HVAC), 
visibility and driving safety. 

"Azera owners are impressed with the elegance 
and luxury of their car," said Dave Zuchowski of 
Hyundai Motor America. "This award further rein- 
forces our brand philosophy about how smart con- 
sumers think about premium sedans. Clearly, the 
Azera raises the bar by combining safety, luxury and 
value like no other vehicle in its segment.” 

In addition, the all-new Hyundai Entourage 
placed third in the van segment and the re-de- 
signed Hyundai Santa Fe mid-sized SUV in- 
creased its APEAL ranking well above the seg- 
ment average, with a 56-point improvement over 
last year. 

The Azera trophy case continues to grow with a 
number of honors and awards. It recently cap- 
tured "Best in Class" for the sedans in the $25,000 
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to $30,000 category in Kiplinger's Personal Fi- 
nance "Best of 2007 Cars" awards and achieved 
the top slot in the large car segment in the Strate- 
gic Vision, Total Quality IndexTM (ТО!) study, 
Which measures the total vehicle satisfaction 
among new car owners. In addition, the Azera 
was named Edmunds.com "Editor's Most Wanted 
Sedan Under $30,000," and was named а Con- 
sumers Digest "Best Buy" The 2006 Azera 
earned the Insurance Institute for Highway Safe- 
ty's (IIHS) top crash test ratings for frontal offset 
impacts, aided by unsurpassed standard safety 
equipment like Electronic Stability Control (ESC), 
Anti-lock Brakes (ABS) and eight airbags. 

‘About J.D. Power and Associates 

Headquartered in Westlake Village, Calif., J.D. 
Power and Associates is an ISO 9001-registered 
global marketing information services firm operat- 
ing in key business sectors including market re- 
search, forecasting, consulting, training and cus- 
tomer satisfaction. The firm's quality and satisfac- 
tion measurements are based on responses from 
millions of consumers annually. Find more de- 
tailed findings on new-vehicle quality perfor- 
mance as well as mode! photos and specs by 
watching a video, reading an article and reviewing 
quality ratings at JDPower.com. 
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VANGUARD CD BAG 

From your wallet to your glasses, credit cards, iPodTM, bills, А5 
documents or CDs, pens and mobile phone—everything you 
need to have can be conveniently stored in the Vanguard CD bag. 
Its “Total Opening” frame allows you to unfold the bag for wide 
access, or to unzip just a corner for secure access, 

The side zipper dramatically increases the width of the bag, 
which can fit up to 10 CD cases (105 mm), The bag is also built 
with AirguardT waterproof nylon and 8-mm waterproof zippers. 
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Say hello to 5 Ы 
Dunkin’ Donuts Iced Coffee ey à f to add chewy jelly, your, 


` What in the world 
is comes reality? ax 


> relaksasi 


-LITESI 
Seiden б LORI 


Served with plain rice and | 
212 а glass of ice tea 


%; fAvailable until Mors 2: y % 2 " Tn 
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| “Since we switched to Sun, we’ve aur over 8096 on our iphone bills.” 


Dr. Anthony “Топу” Cristobal; President, Rotary Club of Makati Poblacion 


1 “Sun is practically an honorary Rotary Club of Makati Poblacion member" оп texts because i's so affordable. There's less risk of miscommunication, says 
f Dr. Cristobal, president of the Rotary Club of Makati Poblacion, one of the fastest 
Comprised of 24 words and four-simple questions, the Four-Way Test is — growing clubs in the country. 
the Rotary Club's ideal of service in their personal, business and community Ше. 


£ kis their criterion applied to everything thought, said or done. "Even the other Rotary Clubs are now stating to use Sun because they see the 


benefits its service provides," adds Dr. Cristobal. 
|. Sun was subject to the same test, and passed with flying colors. One could say 


that it ives up to the Rotarian ideals of service quite well With the philosophy of "Service Through 


i Fellowship" the Rotary Club is proud to have. 
T That's why most Rotary Club of Makati Poblacion members now use Sun for Sun as a partner in providing service to the 

their communication needs. Members can easily be reminded of weekly club Filipino. Service, above all, is а common. 
& meetings and other special events. "There's no need to rush calls or cut back ideal for both the Rotary Club and Sun. 


CELLULAR 


Î Every year, Sun plows in P11 billion to increase coverage and capacity, for more calls and texts anytime, anywhere. wencsuncilidarom. iu m 3954000 
i аа avi > Better network, better value. 
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ARANETA COLISEU.: 


www.aranelacoliseum.com 
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VEL AUGUST 19 SUN / 7PM » BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW! 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. 
OMEDY REALITY TAKES OVER. 
the time slot previously occu- 


C pied by GMA 7 sitcoms or what 


was touted as the “Kili TV” bloc. 

‘This “innovation” can be seen on 
the new show “Kung Ako Ikaw,” says 
Marivin Arayata, vice president for 
Entertainment TV, whos also in 
charge of the Kapuso network's come- 
dy shows, 

"Kung Ako Ikaw” runs on three 
nights—Monday, Tuesday апі 
Wednesday—around 11, "after the 
Koreanovela Jumong," she relates. 
“Оп Wednesday, the show goes on 


VACANCY 
0512101405600755 180 


WHITE NOISE 2 
300/310/520/730840 


HARRY POTTER 5 | 
12:30 / 1:30 / 3:20 / 4:20 
6:10 / 7:107 9:00 / 10:00 


PLANET TERROR 
1210/230, 450/7:10/930 


TRANSFORMERS DIE HARD 4 
100/400/100/1000 | 120] 410/700/950 


| 1230/3201 610/90 


live for the announcement of the win- 
пег" 

"The shows conceptis fairly simple, 
says Arayata: Three celebrities take 
on the jobs of ordinary Filipinos, 


Pilot run 

For its pilot run, three gay ac- 
tors—Rustom Padilla, Mel Martinez 
and John Lapus—work as kargador 
(stevedore) in the wet market. 


HARRY POTTER 5. 


| м ALL [57 


The winner is chosen through text 
votes (50 percent) and the scores (50 
percent) given by a real-life worker 
called a bisor. (Padilla won.) 


WHITE NOISE 2 
115/206 15 /6:25/ 835, 


VACANCY 
1:10 305 /5:00/ 655/850 


123 


HARRY POTTER 5 


With the premiere of “Kung Ako” 
this week, the network's late-night 


10/3:10/ 5:50/8:30 M lineup was reshuffled. 


PLANET TERROR 
1246131575451815 


Mondays “Who's Your Daddy 
Now" and Tuesday's “Bahay Мо Ва 
"To" had been canceled. 

Тһе gag show “Nuts Entertain- 
ment,” which aired Wednesday, was 
moved to Saturday, taking over the 
time slot of Bong Revilla's comedy 
show “HP: To the Highest Level." 

"HP" has folded up,” she explains. 
“It had its farewell episode last week, 
but Bong will have a new comedy 
show that's more infotainment in na- 


FONE 


ATO OFF 
“Рес DTI-NCR pemit rio. 


ture, Target launch is mid-August.” 

Comedy has evolved, Arayata 
points out. "But once there's a clamor 
again for [traditional] comedy 
shows, the network will go back to 
producing sitcoms.” 


is ‘come 


7 PHILIPPINE PNILY INQUIRER 


ENTERTAINME 


NT 


FRIDAY, 
JULY 20, 2007 


What in the world, . 
realit 


Hybrid genre 
makes its debut on 
TV this week 


So how does the network define 
"comedy reality"? 

“Ies the first of its kind,” Arayata 
says. 

But theres an observation that 
"Kung Ako" seems similar in concept 
to the Kapuso's defunct reality com- 
petition "Extra Challenge." 

“We consciously wanted to avoid 
such comparisons,” Arayata points 
out, “This new program is not a race. 
Celebrity contestants win on the basis 
of performance—on how well they 
did a specific job. In a way, we are also 
paying tribute to ordinary workers. 
We want to show how important 
these small workers are in society.” 


Lighthearted 

Celebrated in the first show was a 
kargador who was able to send his 
children to school with his meager 
earnings. 

In the pilot run, it was mentioned 
that a kargador earns P1 per sack. For 
him to earn P10, һе has to сапу 10 
sacks of vegetables. 

Although the message is serious, 
Arayata insists that they aim to deliv- 
er it in a fun and light-hearted man- 
ner. "Thats where hosts Joey Mar- 


KEEMPEE de Leon and Joey Marque: 
quez and Keempee de Leon come in." 

Other jobs to be featured are bark- 
ers for jeepneys (plying the Antipolo- 
Cubao route), Pampanga's frog catch- 
ers or nampupugak and kaning baboy 
(pig slop) collector, among others. 

Needless to say, these jobs can be 
extra arduous for celebrities. 

In the pilot, Padilla, recalls Araya- 
ta, “experienced shortness of breath. 
Good thing, we had a doctor, nurse 
and ambulance on standby.” 

‘Arayata says that the program is 
taking all the necessary safety pre- 
cautions. "We also got accident insur- 
ance for the stars.” 
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AT THE MALLS 


CONCIERGE HOTLINE NUMBERS: 
‘Alabang Town Centr - 842 2782: 772 1860 
Ayala Genter Cobu - (032) 231 5342 loc. 324 


AT THE CINEMAS 


Reste your ite by osiin SURESEATS бөз or SURESEATS 4 o 233 (Globe) or 211 (Smart or tag on ow sareseals.com lor wat resoralons. 
‘Move schedules may change vitu prior alle For vericatn, please call 729-7777 
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Avida Home Expo 
July 20 to 22, 2007 


VACANCY 
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THE ORDER 
(OF THE PHOENK 


HARRY POTTER & THE ORDER 
OF THE PHOENIX 


HARRY POTTER & THE ORDER 
OF THE PHOENIX рша 
VACANCY 
HARRY POTTER & THE ORDER 
OF THE PHOENIX 


Brazilian Latino Jazz Night 


IN THE LAND July 18, 2007 at Greenbelt 2 


4 WHITE NOISE 2: 
THE LIGHT OF WOMEN 


7 TRANSFORMERS 
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VACANCY 
Electroworld Exhibit 


July 13 to 22, 2007 
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28 
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GENE a. PEE 5 
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AYALA CENTER 
CEBU 


Accounting Quiz Bow! 
‘July 18, 2007 


ALABANG 
TOWN 
CENTER 


ВРІ Appliance Madness. 
July 6 to 22, 2007 
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HARRY POTTER & THE ORDER 
OF THE PHOENIX 
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‘ONSTAGE - The perfect spot for concerts, stage plays 

8 coporate events is now accepting bookings for May to July 2007 
For bookings, pls. call 752-7862 or 757-3861 

PLANET TERROR 


5 


Damian Domingo: The First Great Filipino Painter Exnibit- June 19 to Jan. 6, 2008 
Pioneers of Philippine Art - June 15 to January 6, 2008 
For more ino, pls. call 757-7117 to 21 loc, 14 or email museum_inquiry@ayalamuseum.org 
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VACANC. 
THE LIGHT 


BARBIE BIRTHDAY BASH 
July 1 (2PM & 4PM) at the Activity Center 


5 6 


HARRY POTTER & THE ORDER 
OF THE PHOENIX 


TF 
HARRY POTTER & THE ORDER 
ОР THE PHOENIX 


HUMAN'S RICO BLANCO EXHIBIT 


PLANET TERROR July 2 to 15 (Mall Hours) at the 1st Level Exhibit Area 


ret ORION BCIN: 


IMAGO ENTERTAINMENT PRESENTS 


Atheatrical circus performance of man-powered machines and acrobatic acts. 


formed by world-renowned artists 
T 


August 
1 pm, 3:30 pm & 6 pm 


August 2 
1pm, 4 pm & 6:30 pm. 


Glorietta 4 + Greenbelt 3 
Alabang Town Center + Trinoma 


where every seat is the best in the house 
NOW SHOWING AT AYALA MALLS CINEMAS 


For screening schedule, pls. сай 729-7777. 
RCS Rating: General Audience 


Activity Conte 


m & 6 pm 


Alabang 
Activity Center 


August 17-19 
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Avida 


Affordable living atts best 


No rush hours. 


Air crash probe 

ON AUG. 31, 1986, THE LARGE DC-9 PLANE 
carrying 64 passengers and crew was about to 
land when a small Piper Cherokee plane en- 
tered its airspace. 

‘The planes collided and Flight 498 crashed, 
killing all passengers. 

In National Geographic Channels “Air 
Crash Investigation: Out of Sight,” 
investigators uncover how the 
small plane could have flown 
off-course, unseen from the 1 
ae cooler ans CHICK! 

‘The program premieres 
on Tuesday, July 24, at 9 
p.m., replay on July 25 at 11 a.m. 


New game show 
“SLINGO,” A MIXTURE OF TRIVIA, SLOTS AND 
bingo, premieres tomorrow on ABC 5. 

‘To be hosted by Joey de Leon, the game show 
will have three pairs competing in the first round, 
two in the second round. 

In the last and final round, the remaining pair 
gets to play bingo, where P2 million is at stake. 

Viewers also get a chance to win cash prizes 
via texting. 


Mystery movies 

ОМ HALLMARK CHANNELS MYSTERY WEEK- 
end, a radio DJ dies and his co-host becomes the 
prime suspect in “McBride: Tune in for Murder" 
on Aug. 11,7 pm. 

On Aug. 12 at9 рт, Samantha Kinsey (Kellie 
Martin) discovers the reason behind a writer and 
game creator’s murder in “Mystery Woman: 
Game Time.” 

The rekindled rivalry between two villages en- 
sues in a series of murders in “Midsomer Mur- 
ders: A Tale of Two Hamlets” on Aug. 12, 11 p.m. 


Fearless forecast t. 
for Awit Awards °,`. 


By Pocholo 
Concepcion 
Contributor 


KAMIKAZEE, SPONGE 
Cola and Sandwich 
are the bands that 
have gotten the most 
nominations for the 
20% Awit Awards. 
Among solo acts, Gary 
Valenciano is leading 
wih eight nomina- 
tions. 
Pre-awarding of 
some categories was 
held yesterday and fi- 
nals night is on Aug. 
8 at the NBC Tent, 
Fort Bonifacio Global 
City in Taguig. 
There are 28 cate- 
gories in all. 
Kamikazee, 
known for із 
raunchy, metal-based 
music and the wild, 
screaming antics of vocalist Jay a bossa nova category. 
Contreras, was nominated in four It would have been more logi- 
categories on the strength of its cal if "Para Sa Akin” had been 
melodramatic tune inspired bya nominated for Best Jazz Record- 
FTV superhero character: Best Per- ing. Then again, it probably 
formance Буа Group, Song of the wouldn't stand a chance against 
Year and Best Rock Song for “Nar- an exceptional jazz composition 
da”; and Album of the Year for like "Skarlet." 
“Maharot,” which includes "Nar- = p 
da.” Brighter note 
‘Sponge Cola, a favorite of the Опа brighter note, the top two 
college and high school crowd for winners in ABS-CBN's reality tal- 
its songs about conflicts in rela ent search "Pinoy Dream Acade- 
tionships, got nods for Best Per. my” are in the running for the fol- 
formance by a Group and Best lowing categories: Best Perfor- 


Music Video for “Bitiw” and Al. mance by a New Male Recording [e ATI Н 5 б * 
Мы for Tw aaa AE ME tior жұл AES, Double the fun this rainy season with huge discounts from Notional Bookstore 


Sandwich, whose vocalist Best Performance by a New Fe- 3 3 “А s 5 des 
d ctt Nd тыл and FREE Rainy Doy Return Tickets if it rains during your visit. 
ences are all over the band’s cur- Inspirational/Religious Record- 
rent album, also have three nomi- ing ("Намак Kamay’ by Yeng 
nations: Song of the Year and Constantino). 
Best Rock Song for “Sugod” and Curiously, there are only two 
Best World/Alternative/Bossa for nominees in Best Rap Recording: : 
“DVDX.” “Ngayon ang Taon” and "Not Rainy Season Park Schedule 
s Alone"—both written and per- 
Odd mix formed by pop composer-com- June 16 - August 12 • Open Saturdays and Sundays only • 10 AM to 10 PM with fireworks at 9 РМ 
The lumping together of mercial jingle writer Jungee 
‘world, alternative and bossanova Marcelo. Does this indicate а 
into one category sounds dearth in the quality of Pinoy rap 
‘odd—how does one judge, forex- releases lately? < 5 5 
ample the frenetic music and fim The mos interesting bitis who Buy 4 and get one FREE with National Bookstore's 4+1 Promo! “ кї майола! 
‘piracy theme of "DVDX" against will take home the Album of the i eat 
The laid-back sound and romantic Year award, since the nominees Just present your Laking National Card with any valid photo еле 
‘content of “Para Sa Akin” by Sit- include the works of three young ID at the Enchanted Kingdom Makati Sales Office to avail Ske 
i rock bands pitted against the al- ji AN PAOLO } ACOSTA 
Granting that world music en- bums of two veterans, Gary Va- of this great discount! It's another magical treat you = [^ 
‘compasses а wide spectrum of lenciano ("Relevance") and Basil ^ П 
орава € эйс кен а сре wouldn't want to miss! Promo runs until July 31, 2007. 
‘Latin—which makes bossa nova a Inquire Entertainment's fore- 
distant cousin—things get com- cast: a three-way race between 
distant cousin things ва соты Twilight” (Halo, "Maharor Рекла tn Ln Sony ta om Lama: ТЫ Nox 84960:7410 72 Mat Se ti: Coe Nene Tae as Cee remm 
form like alternative joins in the (Kamikazee) and “Transit” ‘Legaspi Village, Makati City. Tel. No. 830-21-11 to 16 Webene. www.enchantcdlungdom com. ph * Emafeldarhewizardibenchantedingdom.eom ph + wavelGenchantedkingdam.com ph. 
fray. (Sponge Cola), with either of the ır DTI Laguna eri нын 05:22 дененіз. Srp tr oat. 
‘The Grammys don’t even have lasttwo winning by a nose. 


So start praying for rain and head over to Enchanted Kingdom! 
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www.robinsonsmovieworld.com 
MOVIESISCHEDULES/PRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 
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10 IN THE LAND OF WOMEN 
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Kayong dalawa na... 
Bubuksan pa ba sa iba? 


Don't miss this PROVOCATIVE 
fim about BISEXUALS who fall in lovel 
From Cris Pablo, director of Queer FimS like 
DUDA, BATHHOUSE and METLOGSI 
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кереге ыша ғаға Т 


1 HARRY POTTER 5 THOOMF 145 430 715 1000LMF 


2 PLANET TERROR 
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2 TRANSFORMERS 
3 DIE HARD 4 
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3 BUG 


EMILIO Garcia returns a drop shot; team captain Phillip Salvador 
holds his breath. 
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Catch the Cineplex Special 
Come to Shangri-La Plaza's Season-Ender sale. 
Enjoy discounts of up to 70% OFF 
from participating stores up to July 31 
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ENTERTAINME! 


Six Fifty in Libis on Saturday t 
sports celebrities play “good”-n} 

The star-studded match was organ 
sports brand Kimoni, with the Puitin 
event co-sponsor. 

Captain of the celebs was Phillip S 
composed of: Jestoni Alarcon and 
Dayrit, Patrick de la Rosa, Joy Delore| 
cia, Glenda Garcia, Pinky Garcia, Isil 
husband Jericho, Belen Lim-it, JC Loi 
Mandy Ochoa, Bong Ravena and Sylv 

‘Vangie Reyes and Margie dela Veg: 
ployees group, which consisted of: Cl 
Araneta, Margie de la Vega, Rolly Du 
Katigbak, Genie Lagman, Gigi Libby. 
Mercado, Kat Reyes, Marc Reyes, Van: 
and Dianne Villafuerte. 


E NTHUSIASTS OF THE GAME 


5 DIE HARD 4 


2 VACANCY 


4NEXT 


2 DIE HARD 4 


BACOLOD 


2 ZODIAC 
3 VACANCY 


5 RESERVE 
6 DIE HARD 4 


4 HARRY POTTER 5 
ANGELES 45457 Шур” 
1 HARRY POTTER 5 


3 BORDERTOWN 


1 HARRY POTTER 5 


4 TRANSFORMERS 


4 TRANSFORMERS 
5 DIE HARD 4 
6 CAPE KARMA 


TARLAC 
1 HARRY POTTER 5 
2HARRY POTTER 5 


3 DIE HARD 4 
TRANSFORMERS: 


STARMILLS «wer; + * тзн rice 780/790 (045) 875-1827 
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4 VACANCY 
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3 TRANSFORMERS 


1 HARRY POTTER 5 
2 VACANCY 

3DIE HARD 4 

4 HARRY POTTER 5 
5 BUG 

6 TRANSFORMERS 


The r 
Perfect Gift 
All Year Round 
A Pre Paid Movie Pass to the Hottest Seats in town. 
Get Special discounts for volume purchases! 


for makeing and veterans plane c Marketing Services Department a395 2188 iocs 230204240 
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Kayong dalawa па... 
Bubuksan pa ba sa iba? 


Don't miss this PROVOCATIVE. 
Ят about BISEXUALS who fall in love! 
From Cris Pablo, director of Queer FilmS like 
DUDA, BATHHOUSE and METLOGS! 
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FLOCKED TO CLUB H 
| watch show biz and. 
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No financial squéeze. 


Ivador. His team was 
wife Lizette, Trina 
. AJ Dee, Emilio Gar- 
hel Granada and her 
(ос, Maricel Morales, 
ja Sanchez. 
led the Inguınin em- J Dee shows 
lona Agustin, Eugene admirable 
lluta, Jun Isles, Fran 2 
Ruth Navarra, Carlo 
Lie Reyes, Jun Veloir 


АВАСКНАМО save 
by Jestoni Alarcon. 
The complete 
gentleman and deft 
player makes the 
girls sigh. 


WHERE DID IT GO? 
Patrick dela Rosa 
fj looks out for the ball. 


om 
тозеп RODRIGUEZ. 
DIRECTOR OF 
“ONCE UPON A TIME 


IN MEXICO” 
a "DESPERADO" 


PRETTY IN PINK. 
Former beauty queen 
Maricel Morales, 
playing with a pink 
racket, is in a pink 
skirtand pink shoes, 
and carried a purple 

| badminton bag. 
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il Life” by 
Katrina Flores 


Third Cinemalaya 
film fest opens today 


By Marinel R. Cruz and the Balanghai trophy, while the 
Best Short Film awardee will bring 
FILM ENTHUSIASTS BOUND  homeaP100,000 grant and trophy. 
for the Cultural Center of the Winners will be announced on 
Philippines in Pasay City today to July 29 at the CCP Tanghalang 
catch the opening ceremony of Nicanor Abelardo. 

the third Cinemalaya Philippine 
Independent Film Festival will 
have to come in an hour early. 

Festival director Nestor Jardin 
says preparations are ongoing for 
the 40th Asean Ministerial Meeting, 
‘which will be held at the CCP the fol- 
lowing week, and security will be ex- 
tremely tight. 

Jardin advises guests to pass 
through the Little Theater gate en- 
trance on Vito Cruz Street. Those 
coming from Makati City may take 
the Diosdado Macapagal Boulevard 
since Buendia Avenue will be closed 
to motorists. 


Opening ceremony 

Тһе opening rites at the OCP 
Main Theater lobby at 6 pm. will be 
followed by the screening of Dante 
Mendoza's celebrated fullHength 
feature, “Foster Child.” 

“Tm so excited about this year’s 
festival" Jardin, also the president of 
CCP told Ingumer Entertainment on 
Wednesday “The opening ceremony 
has a unique concept, following this 
years theme The New Breed don't 
want to describe it and spoil the sur- 
prise.” 

Nine films will be competing in 
the fulHength category and 10 in 
the short feature category. The win- 
mer of the Best Full-Length Film 
‘Award will receive a P200,000 grant 


World premieres 

This year’s festival is also high- 
lighted by the world premieres of in- 
dependent films like “Barako” 
(Manolito Sulit), “Sapi” (Ато! 
Argano), "Cure for Boredom” (Ato 
Bautista), “Hanggang Dito Na 
Lamang At Maraming Salamat’ 
(Lino Tafada), “Haw-Ang” (Bong 
Ramos), “Hilo” (IP Carpio), “Signos” 
(Aloy Adlawan), "Kiss Meeh, Man- 
апап а Me!" (Cris Pablo) and 
"Wen Timawa Meets Delgado” (Rey 
Gibraltar). 

A total of 120 films will be 
screened, induding “Blackout” (Ato 
Bautista), “Care Home” (Suzette 
Ranillo), “Faces of Love” (Eddie 
Romero), “Heremias” (Lav Diaz), 
“Imahenasyon” (omnibus film by 20 
filmmakers), “Inang Yaya” (Pablo 
Biglang Awa and Veronica Velasco), 
“Kaleldo,” “Manero” (Brillante Men- 
дога), “La Visa Loca” (Mark Meily) 
“Nasaan si Francis" (Gabby Feman- 
dez), "Numbalikdiwa" (Bobby Boni- 
facio), “Sa Talim ng Cogon (Rico 
Tarde), "Squatterpunk" (Khavn dela 
Cruz), "Stock Room" (Hero Ange- 
Jes), "Todo Todo Teros” (Jon Torres) 
and "Baliw" (Redd Ochoa). 

Ticket prices are P100 for regular 
screening of competition and exhibi- 
tion films and P120 for gala or pre- 
mieres. 


FROM THE DISTRIBUTOR OF SAI 
& JAMES CAMERON'S "THE ALIEN” 


THE LAST NOISE 
THAT YOU'LL HEAR 


WHITE NOISE: 
THE LIGHT 


THERE ARE ON AVERAGE 724 MAX DEAT EXPERIENCES IN THE USA EVERY DA- 
{OF PEOPLE REPORT SEEING A BLINDING WHITE LIGAT 
BEFORE BEING BROUGHT BACK FROM THE DEAD. 
SOMETIMES THEY DONT COME BACK ALONE- 
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UNDERWORLD star KATE BECKINSALE їп a new thriller 
ЕМІ СПОММАМУ ES НЛ (ПО Va El Бұл GS 


ТІГІСІ жені ПЕТ, 


VACANCY 


ONCE YOU'RE ІК THERE'S NO WAY OUT, 
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FREESTYLE plays at Bellevue Hotel tonight. 


Pinoy, Chinese, 
Russian acts 
in one show 


SOME OF THE COUNTRY'S BEST THEATER 
talents team up with internationally 
renowned performers from China and Russia 
in "Wanders"—a journey-like musical adven- 
ture inspired by classic stage productions 
around the world 

The show combines elements of theater, dance 
ала tbe circus and stars Noni Buencamino, Calvin 
Millado, Frenchie Dy, Whiplash, Hotlegs and the 
Maneuvers, along with acrobats from China's 
Henan province and jazz and ballet dancers from 
‘Russia and Belarus. 

The event marks the state gaming 
firm PAGCORS venture into family 
entertainment, with an eye 

SHOW 


on promoting tourism in the 

county 
“Wanders” goes onstage ev- TIME 

еу Wednesday Friday and 

Saturday at the PAGCOR 

Grand Theater, Airport Casino, Parafiaque City. 
Сай 852-7754/58. 


Bands at Manila Pavilion 

Manila Pavilion Hotel's Boulvar Sports & Music 
Bar presents the following performers for the 
month of July: 

Captiva on Mondays; Silk on Tuesdays; Music 
Genre on Wednesdays; Meyn Cors on Thursdays, 
“Twist of 8 on Fridays; and the Hitmakers on Sat- 
urdays. 

The Manila Pavilion Hotel is on UN Ave. Ermi- 
ta, Manila. Call 626-1212 extension 2317. 


Freestyle at Bellevue Hotel 

Freestyle plays’80s music with R&B covers and 
originals tonight at the 20/20 Bar, Bellevue Hotel, 
Filinvest Corporate City Alabang. 


Mall tours 

Mark Bautista promotes his album "Every Now 
and Then’ at SM Batangas on July 29. 

Jed Madela's "Only Human" album тай tour 
goes to SM North EDSA on July 22. 


Tonight 
RJ and Moonstrucks at RJTV Bar. Call 899- 
1658 
Route 70 at Meri 
iP De @PENS JULY 25 
Nina at Eastwood 
Сау Central Plaza, 8 
pm 
The CompanY at 
Captain's Ва; Man- EDDIE KAYE 
darin Hotel, 9 p.m. 
: THOMAS 
Tomorrow 
Joey Bautista of 
Mullato at UCC Park 
2» 
‘wood Central Plaza, 2 А 
pm 


July 23 


Art Manuntag at 
RJTV Bar. Сай 899- | 


Мей Bistro 


July24 

Dale Adriatico at 
АЛУ Bar. Cal 899- 
1658 

Aretha and Souled 
Out Band at Merks 
Bistro. 

Richard Poo at 
Fuente Circle, East- 
‘wood City 8 pm. 


July 25 

Instrumental Nite 
at RJTV Bar. Сай 899- 
1658 

Maegan Aguilar 
with Blush at UCC Park 
Cafe, Glorietta 

Richard Merk and 
Friends at Merks Bar 

‘The Bloomfields at 
Fuente Circle, East- 
‘wood City 


July 26 

The Members at 
Fuente Circle, East- 
"wood City 


July 27 

The Dawn at East- 
wood City Central 
‘Plaza 


` The CompanY ас 
‘Metrobes, 8 pam. Call 
2911-5555 


муз! 
Richard Poon at 


‘Fuente Circle, East- 
"wood City 


No worries. 
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THE STAR or "JUST MY LUCK" IS BACK IN ANOTHER 
HEART-WARMING ROMANTIC-COMEDY 


CHRIS PINE JAY 
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Fil-Am actress Vanessa Hudgens and Zac 
Efron turn heads at ‘Hairspray’ bash 


/ 
TER 5 NON 
\ШЕ VRENIN PLATES “Onan 
Choose 1 MainCourie & 
y 1 Vegetable or Pancit: a 
La sius as 
<< 50 ERED : : 
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Ruben V. 
Nepales 


LONDON—SEEING "MAMMA MIA!" AGAIN, 
this time here at the Prince of Wales Theatre, 
reminded us of how fun and joyous this musi- 
calis. 

This play, based on the songs of ABBA, is 
being turned into a movie, starring no less 
than the greatest actress of our time, Meryl 
Streep, in the lead role of Donna Sheridan. 
Meryl has sung in such films as "Prairie Home 
Companion” and “Postcards from the Edge.” 
‘This is the first time she sings throughout the 
movie. 

Te will also be interesting to see and hear 
these thespians sing: Pierce Brosnan (as Sam 


Carmichael), Colin Firth (Harry), Christine 
Baranski (Tanya), Stellan Skarsgard (Bill), 
Julie Walters (Rosie) and Dominic Cooper 


Qrens AU- 1 
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rie bee ууа ай ий олу be alone атаву a parare or aat 


(Sky). 


First came love... then came Reverend Frank. 
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Reportedly beating the likes of Mandy 
Moore and Rachel McAdams for the role of 
Sophie, daughter of Meryl's character, is 
‘Amanda Seyfried. The lucky young actress 
has appeared on such TV series as “Veronica 
Mars,” "Big Love” and “All My Children." We 
can't wait to see this movie, which is sched- 
uled for release next year. 


Happily detained 

BEFORE we left for London, we got “de- 
tained” at the premiere party of another musi- 
cal-turned-film, “Hairspray,” at the UCLAS 
(University of California, Los Angeles) Acker- 
man Union. 

In keeping with the early 1960s high school 
setting of the musical film, the invitations 
came in the form of pink detention slips. 
Guests had fun riding authentic yellow school 
buses from the screening to the party site. The 
venue, a student union building, had the vibe 
ofa high school cafetería. 

Welcoming the guests were girls dressed in 
hoop skirts and teased hairdos. They held hair 
spray cans, courtesy of Sebastian. They 
spritzed Ultra Clutch Hairspray on the hair of 
anyone willing to really get into the 1960s 
beehive spirit 

Onstage, a 14-piece band named Splash, 
featuring a trio of mini-skirted vocalists, 
played hits by the Supremes, Nancy Sinatra 
and other artists from the ега. Beauticians 
(doesn't that term sound so ’60s?) were kept 
busy teasing the hair of female guests. Food, 
of course, was cafeteria fare. Hamburgers, 
hotdogs, potato salad and macaroni and 
cheese were piled by the revelers on Styro 


foam to-go containers. 


‘ZAC Efron and Vanessa Hudgens are seen 
holding hands at the "Hairspray" bash 

One of the first stars to arrive was Forest 
Whitaker, with his lovely wife, Keisha. The 
Oscar and Golden Globe winner excitedly 
told us that he will be doing kali, а Filipino 
martial art that he practices as a hobby, in his 
next movie with Jude Law, “Repossession 
Mambo.” The soft-spoken, genial actor added 
that he might bring on his Fil-Am kali teacher 
as a fight consultant in the futuristic adven- 
ture-thriller film. 


That kind of movie 

“1 WAS smiling all the time 1 was watching the 
movie,” Forest said of “Hairspray.” "Its that 
kind of film.” 

Turning heads were Zac Efron, the high 
school hunk in the film and Fil-Am actress 
Vanessa Hudgens, his costar in Disney 
Channel's “High Schoo! Musical.” The young 
couple held hands as they schmoozed around 
the room. Zac recently made headlines when 
he was cast as the character of Kevin Bacon in 
the all-out musical remake of the film, “Foot- 
loose.” 

Zac and Vanessa return in the sequel of 
“High School Musical,” which bows out on 
Aug. 17. 

Holding court in one corner was Michelle 
Pfeiffer, the movie's glamorous villain, gor- 


geous in а cream-colored dress. Michelle 
swayed to the live music as she stood beside 
her adopted daughter, Claudia Rose, a dusky 
stunner at 14, Also on hand to support the 49- 
year-old actress were her husband, Emmy 
Award-winning producer David E. Kelley, 
and her sister, actress DeDee Pfeiffer, "Hair 
spray" cast members Amanda Byrnes and 
Brittany Snow. 


Playful director 

DIRECTOR Adam Shankman, in a celebrato- 
ту mood, came by Michelle's table and put his 
head on the actress pretty bare shoulders as 
cameras clicked away. 

We hoped that John Travolta would 
come as his laundress character, Edna 
Turnblad, but he chose to look sedate in a 
suit jacket. So his wife, actress Kelly Pre- 
ston, did not have to compete with one of 
Edna's glittering outfits in the movie. Kelly 
had the spotlight to herself in her shimmer- 
ing dress. 

Had there been an award for the most col- 
orfully dressed guest, John Waters, who di- 
rected the original “Hairspray” movie with 
the late transvestite Divine in the Edna role, 
would have won, hands down. You can't miss 
the man with the trademark pencil-thin mus- 
tache, in his red-and-pink printed jacket, red 
shirt and purple tie. He and Ricki Lake, who 
was Tracy Turnblad in the first film, make 
cameo appearances in this latest incarnation 
of Hairspray.” 

The new Tracy, Nikki Blonsky, was a bundle 
of smiles and perkiness in her corner. She 
gushed that the most exciting part of this day 
was her walk on the red carpet before the 
screening. 

Enjoying her moment as a big, blonde 
bombshell was Queen Latifah. She had her 
blonde wig flowing down instead of the updo 
style she keeps in the movie as Motormouth 
Maybelle. 

But the biggest bomb was dropped by the 
LA Times. In its coverage of the premiere 
bash, the paper reported that John Waters’ 
date was not Mink Stole, who appeared in his 
films, but Johnny Knoxville, Waters and the 
star of MTV's Jackass" series? Only in Holly- 
wood, folks. 


Email the columnist а 
rwnepales 5585 @уаћоо,сот and read lis 
blog, "The Nepales Report,” on wwwin- 
quirerbloggers.net/nepalesreport. 
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SUBIC WHEN SHE SIZZLES 
While Manilyn Reynes was all covered up in a 
costume that could only be described as 
quilted piñata, new “Marimar” lead stars 
Dingdong Dantes and Marian Rivera (in 
photo) had to go sexy for the pictorial held in 
Subic recently. TV's new fiery pair shed not 
only most of their clothes, but also their 
sweet/boy-next-door personas. Dingdong 
says he's playing a “more complicated hero" 
(as Sergio). Marian is relieved she's not 
portraying yet another weepy martyr. For 
Ix > more behind-the-scenes snaps from the 
ам Қызылы а show's two-day pictorial—on the beach with 
à FAVORITE - 2 Jun de Leon and in a studio with Jay 
i Nook$* шы E Tablante—check out Sneak Peek, page G3. 
v i 


CHERRY PIE PICACHE 


1 love staying in my pocket garden. 
‘This is where I unwind—drink beer and 
smoke after a hard day's work. 1 really 
feel refreshed here. Whenever I have a 
hard time sleeping, I hang out here, just 
to stargaze and sometimes reflect on 
my life, The balcony near my room also 
makes me sentimental. During the last 
holiday season, I suddenly had the urge 
to go to the balcony at four in the morn- 
ing. Iwas about to weep buckets, but it 
‘was so cold that I couldn't emote. I 
rushed back to the bedroom instead. 


Bayani San Diego Jr. 
VO MOTOR AGGER APO 


MARK ANTHONY 
FERNANDEZ 


1 always read the book "World's Wit and 
Wisdom.” Edited by Norman Lockridge, it 
consists of quotations from the works of dif- 
ferent philosophers. It imparts knowledge 
that’s very useful in our daily lives. Г like to 
recommend it to other people, but 1 am not 
sure if they can still find it in bookstores. Its a 
very old book, first published in 1936. I got 
this copy from my Papa (action star Rudy Fer- 
nandez). He lent it to me and I never returned 
itto him. Bayani San Diego Jr. 
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The all-new 
2007 Honda CR-V 


== 2nd Prize Б 
2 Hong К‹ tri kac i 

"tor 5 (4 days, 3 nights) Every Php 500 

purchase with 


a whole pizza order 
BEVERLY SALVIEJO gives you a chance 


Ihave three dogs. Kobe (foreground), P E to win 
a poodle, is one year old. Leona (left), a 5 Е 
cross of dachshund end Maltese, is |48 eS 2 the all-new 2007 
three. Spot, a Dalmatian, is six years old. x M Honda CR-V! 
I take Leona (named 0 
Soar Sead won iy, mor 
ter in “SCQ Reload”) to 3 * r E $ is from May july 31, . 
ТАП аа УЫ m "Y. ; A СЕНИ 
P i leadiine for the submission of entries 
TALES week for a condition ИУ у >й Y is July 31, 2007. 
called hypothyroidism Ў + қ 
(orinsufficientproduc- |) і Per DTI-NCR Permit No. 1718, 
Чоп of thyroid hor- Series of 2007. 
mone that could lead to life-threatening f 0 $ 
complications). She was on medication к - ә Soo posters and fers for details. 
for a month, and throughout that peri- 3 
ой, she was difficult to feed. We literally 
spoon-fed her. Leona gave birth to six 
pups recently: Му dogs are like my kids; 


taking care of them is very costly. While — Be^& م‎ ON ] ке , 
the price for my haircut ranges from just A ысы E 2 i It's gotta be 


P180 to P255, theirs are priced at P480. 
They also go to their vet regularly for f 3 3 ЖАТА 2 
vaccines, anti-rabies and de-worming E эм 2 54 = - Z 2 © 6 
treatments, Marinel R. Cruz/ Photo by К? 
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YOU BORN TODAY: Many o you are physi 

ACROSS venture into your Ives. Fortunately, not only are you creative and whims 
1 Bunge са. you're extremely practical as well. Whenever you have achieved 
5 Enliced ‘Something, you're eager to move on to the next project. You never rest. 
10 Oscar winner Tes the challenge that excites you. This year you will wrap up something 

Paquin youve been involved with for about nine years. 

14 "Othello" plotter Birthdate ot: Sandra Oh, actress Carios Santana, gultarst; Sir Edmund 
15 George or T.S. Hilary, explorer. 

16 Hog wild? 


17 Three sainted ARIES (March 21 to LIBRA (Sept. 23 to 
cities € April 18}: You have Oct. 22): Unexpected 
20 Disputed unusual moneymak- Quests and goodies 


Poe ing ideas today. You сап come your way 
21 Ninny might also spend today. Or perhaps 
22 "Siddhartha" your money in an unusual way. your partner wil suddenly get a 

author buying something very high-tech газе ога bonus. Keep your pock- 
23 Matched group ог тобет, You might also give еш open! However this window of 
25 Swerve widiy money to charity. opportunity is briet. If you find 


26 Pigpen TAURUS (April 20 to money. act uic 

29 Roek-clmbing May 20: You want to SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
moves Б ао someting afer Now. 21): Рат 

эз Formed a lap. жи today.. Youre ships and cose 


34 Not at home ready for adventure. friends wil surprise 
36 Old, ugly Because of your expectations, you today. Hf you ore- 
woman your day wil have а few surpris- ate a partnership today, 1 wil be 


38 Three seinted es—believe me! with someone who is unusual and 
cities 


43 Tied GEMINI (May 21 to areal character! 
44 Pottery material By Annabel Michaels June 20): This is à SAGITTARIUS. (Nov. 


Williamsburg, VÀ Turous бау. because 22 to Dee. 21): New 
8 ne Paseal Satin ou Sot mit oe 
са 8 Sound ofa ің (perhaps even se. 9) ао where 
“сыге UU се о ВЕ E SS 
51 Assented 9 Fal might suddenly erupt in an unex Something Unusual wil happen. 
етшу Жиза. реба way. Ве careful, whatever Personal you тірі vant io IN- 


ss Body М water 11 Hangmaris © толе improvements or ne Difficulty Level ЖЖЖЖ 
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55 Arboreal lemur knots — oe پیا‎ 

56 DH's stat 12 Queasiness 

59 Diminish 13 Avid 

63 Three sainted 18 Scoff (a) 
cles 19 Abysses 

68 On the peak of 24 Gossip rag 

67 Bub 25 Rains and 

68 Deviate Debussy 

69 Permits 26 "My Gal " 

70 Released 27 One and one 


duly 22): Group activ- CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 
ines with friends R) io Jan. 19: Youre 


might take you toin Ties сау You 
teresting places today. owever, mier 
You бо want anyone wing Ys E оази HOW TO PLAY Answer to previous puzzle 
natto do You fot independent of amem wi kad yu o © SI DOKU 
Ary, LED (July 23 to Aug. Something different and exciting. 814 
916 
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Cte 10 н ee. Surprise tations coud deh 
employment occur to AQUARIUS (Jan. 200 Fill the grid so that every 
71 Ms. Bombeck 28 Kisser or mush pr етт You pe ce New -— column, every row and every 
30 Fuels from m your ow nology or somethin ^ 
DOWN bogs show. You might also see new, in- тоор о аве 70 3х3 box contains the digits 
1 WaySinghs з Disney planet? Verve ways of using the re- mght come to your home today. 1109. 
homeland 32 Lawn ‘sources of others. Sear, supe, guess c Tips and program at 
2 Indochinese maintenance VIRGO (Aug. 23 ш 09р in or, alernaivly, expected in 
Tepublic tool Sept. 20) You can Quests might bea no-show. ран 


з Grunts 35 Shaggy-halred 45 20 Questions 57 Il temper accomplish — mar- PISCES (Feb. 19 to 
4 Unexpected доу 58 o Wight velous things today. 
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ох cat arch 20); New faces 
sum 37 Shortened 46 Give 60 Copier You can make unex- Еее 

August sign shortener 47 Less than 100 61 Abound pected headway in publishing, the will surprise you to- 

6 "Bom Free" 30 Open to the shares of stock 62 Comell or media or educational matters. Per- day You're full of bright Ideas. 
lioness. public 49 Sweetie Pound Raps surprise opportunities to Don sit at home. Enjoy running 

7 Metal stamping 40 Off one's feed 52 Plummets 64 __ апа running travel wi arise. around trying new things. You're 
molds 41 Veto vote 54 Superior 0û 65 Abe's boy very inventive today. 
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CELEB photog Jun de Leon 


snaps TV's new fiery pai.  ELÊONis 


6 9 
Wow factor 
First look at the new ‘Marimar’ 


soming in front of us. She became. 
қ. the character with one click (of the 
fr camera)” 
= еу Dingdong himself is 
That was the initial re- SNEAKY shedding his boynem- 
action of Marian Rivera up- °, PEEK door persona for this Pinoy 
on seeing her photographs [у БЕ version of the Mexican w 
as “Майтак” БА кеш 
Rivera, who initially “For the first time, Tm doing а 
seemed saddled by her sweet im- sexy pictorial,” he admitted. "Also, 
age, is being transformed into a Sergio is not a goody-goody hero 
silly siren on the show. here. He's complicated." 
"Ies exciting,” Marian sai Dingdong recalled that the 
#4 nolongera martyr who's crying all shoot in Subic went smoothly. "It 
the time.” didnt rain. 
Dingdong Dantes, Sergio to Тһе new boob-tube couple hit it 
Marian's Marimar, noticed the off, obviously. 
change, too: “Iwas asifshe'sblos- “Dingdong took care of me and 
made sure I was covered up during 
МІСЕ, the breaks,” Marian recalled. AL 
though it was a sexy shoot, he 
made me fel comfortable.” 
‘She also clicked with Nigel, the 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. 
ee 


“wow!” 


the talking dog. 
“Nigel visited me at ho: 
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Jio 


KATRINA cozies up to her screen partner, 
Richard Gomez, who plays Renato | 
(Dingdong's dad in the series). 


Eastwood 
City 


JOURNEY or Sound 


бос City 


" 
, JULY 20 / BPM 
EASTWOOD CENTRAL PLAZA 


= 
FREE ADMISSION 


се e 
MANILYN Reynes is 
Corazon, the loyal 
nanny. 


NADINE Samonte is 
Innocencia. 


VACANCY 
710,25, 625,045, 1058 
m 
HARRY POTTER 
2:10, 5:05, 8:00, 10:55 


HARRY POTTER 
110, 4:05, 7:00, $55 
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LÍ ч TRANSFORMERS: DIE HARD 

Ма А тала enum 
e ar 7 с | маз 

KATRINA Halili plays the role of the not-so- a ra ын 

angelic Angelika. 


LIVING 


a 


с! 


For bookings, pla. call Las at 752-7862. 
"os Lite et 757-3861 to 62. 


Golden Retriever playing Fulgoso, > 


m— — Ciy: 
T. For screening schedule, ps. call 728.7777 
(0 og on fo vr surseats.com for web reservation 
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tight pink 
chandelier is 

j another old piece. 
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By Bayani San Diego Jr. 
Photos by Jim Guiao Punzalan 


Jf EN ROSENDAHL, A FILIPINO- 


German beauty, isn’t ashamed 
to admit she’s a homebody. 
used to like partying when my family 
lived in Germany But when we moved back to 
the Philippines [when I was 16], 1 quickly 
adapted to local ways,” she explain 
She means she has become domesticated. 
“When I have no work, I just stay home,” 
says the new GMA 7 Artist Center contract 
star. "1 love my room. I usually stay in bed and 
watch TV all day. l'm so lazy!” 
Her favorite shows are 
"Heroes" and “Tyra.” 
At the foot of her bed, two Rotweillers 
named Blade and Billy stand guard. 
East meets West, not only in Jen's personal- 
ity, but also in her San Juan townhouse. 
Tm planning to redecorate soon, 
Tm torn between modern and Oriental.’ 


ys Anatomy,” 


Bargain haunts 
Jen's leaning toward Asian décor, though 
She bought the throw pillow covers embla- 
zoned with Indian elephants in а Greenhills 
tiangge. Same with the Thai silk table cloth іп 
thedining room. 


PHILIPPIN 


THE OTHER, less 


E DAILY INQUIRER 


‘SHE LOVES her bedroom and 
admits that she can be lazy on 


Way 


- (d 


jc entertanment@inquiercom.ph 


Textus your feedback: 
irer ent namefagelcityimessage 
102207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


If she had 
her way, 
this Pinay- 
German- 
beauty 
would 
stay in 
herroom 
all day, 
watching 
TV with 
any of 
her four 
beloved 
dogs 


RN 


ASELF-ADMITTED foodie, she keeps lots of snacks in the kitchen, 


тта, 


HER LIVING room is done in earth colo 


busy, bedside 
reading table. 


pillow covers are from a Greenhills tiangge. 


ancient ones. I'm afraid that some antique 
pieces may come with ghosts!” 
The 1950s-style Westinghouse electric fan 
оп top of the cabinet is a birthday present 


from her boyfriend's father. “From 

Ж his excensive collection,” Jen notes. 

‘The Henri Cainglet painting in 

the dining room is a birthday gift 
from her boyfriend's mom. 


“1 often find good buys in Green- 
hills—so affordable," she relates. 

Jen also went on a spree when she. 
visited Ho Chi Minh City in Vietnam, 
recently with her parents (dad's Ger- 
man and mom's Filipino). “Му mom 
bought lots of silk stuff,” she says. 

Jen herself bought nine bottles of 
medicinal wine—made more po- 
tent by ginseng, cobra and a scorpi- 
оп. "Its for people with arthritis and 
high blood pressure. I gave away 
seven to friends and kept two in 
my Chinese wine cabinet." 

Ah, the Chinese cabinet. 

She relates: "My mom gave it 
to me. I like old furniture, but not 


Earth sign, colors 
She found the wooden figures in 
Palawan; the cat ceramic, іп а 
Mandaluyong jar store. 
“Since 1 bought lots of big jars, 
the cat ceramic was given to me 
free,” she recalls. “Tm partial to 
earth colors—ots of browns. А 
friend thinks it's because I'm a 
Ў Virgo, an earth sign.” 
Thats so Pinay, she realizes. 
Earthy, warm, grounded. 


3 ar stock EES. 
HD 

HER WINE collection 
(including two from 
Vietnam that are 
medicinal, each with 
a scorpion, inset) is 
keptin an antique 
Chinese cabinet that 
her mom gave her. 


Echo’s other dream 


JERICHO ROSALES SAYS NOT 
having enough time for pho- 
tography is one of his biggest 
frustrations. 

The actor-singer took up the 
hobby five years ago, when a 
cinematographer-friend en- 
couraged him to buy his first 
single-lens reflex camera. "Tve 
been hooked since,” Echo tells 
Living Stars. 

He notes that, because of 


acting and singing engage- ' 
ments, he has not been taking + 
pictures lately. We say he 
should get back on track, judg- 4 
ing from these untitled 
HOBBIES photos that he has shared 
wich Living Stars. 

Echo dreams of holding his 
very own exhibit some day. 
"Right now," he says, "I don't 
think Ihave enough material.” 

Marinel R. Cruz 


3 THE ACTOR-HOBBYIST, R, clicks 
Ҷ away every chance he gets, resulting 


in an eclectic mix of snapshots. 


NEWS / А5 


Шай is over! 
Harry Potter 
bookis here 


ACROSS / A16 


16 inmates including 
4 suspected Abu Sayyaf 
bandits bolt Basilan jail 


SUPER / E1 


Beckhams invade 
soccer-unfriendly US. Will it feel 
Beck effect? Should you care? 


SAT. SPECIAL / G1 


Julia Roberts’ 
16-year-old niece is 
another pretty woman | 


Senior moment for Lim: 


No ‘Zona’ in Manila 
By DJ Yap 
IT'S JUST ANOTHER SE- 
nior moment 

‘Asked what he thought 
about the upcoming 
‘Sona, Manila Mayor Al- 
fredo Lim said: "Definite- 
ly, | will not allow that in 

SENIOWAI! 


BSP worried; P hits 7-year high of 44.80 to $1 | 
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By Daxim L. Lucas 


THE PHILIPPINE PESO BREACHED 
the 45 level against the US dollar to 
close yesterday at P44.80, its highest 
finish in nearly seven years, boosted by 
foreign inflows into share offers by lo- 
cal companies. 


your family, 
gov't agents 
tell abductors 


By Alcuin Papa 
Juliet S. Alipala, Inquirer Mindanao 
Arlyn dela Cruz, Contributor 


REJECTING RANSOM DE- 

mands for Italian priest Fr. 2 
Giancarlo Bossi, government 3 
security forces dealt with his 2 
kidnappers іп the only way # 
they would understand. Е 


On Saturday, the 33rd day of Bossi’s 2 
captivity іп Mindanao, government Ё 
agents abducted the family of the kidnap 8 
group's leader in a tit-for-tat gambit, a 5 
Source privy to the negotiations for the б 
priests release disclosed to the INguimen % 
yesterday. Тһе source requested ф 
anonymity as he was not authorized to ~ 
speak on the sensitive matter. 

‘The kidnap leader's family included 
his wife and three children, all in their 
early teens, said the source. 

The source said serious negotiations 
started on Saturday when the kidnap- 
pers made their demand for a ransom of 
P50 million. 

“Wag na lang. Magtago na lang kayo 
(Forget it, Just go and hide) because we 
have your family" the government nego- 
tiators told the kidnappers, according to 
the source. 

‘The kidnap leader was taken aback by 
the statement and that was when he 
started “to soften up,” the source said. 

Оп Thursday, the gunmen agreed to 

KIDNAP/AB 


| HAVE PASSPORT, WILL TRAVEL EVEN AT 102: Simeona. 


Adamos is reportedly the oldest recipient 
machine-readable passports released by 
eae Page A2.) 


By Daxim L. Lucas The 


regulator said it tried to stop the 
operations of PIPC but was over- 


THE FOREIGN EXCHANGE 
trading firm, Performance Invest- 
ment Products Corp. (PIPC), whose 
investors have been left $250 mil- 
lion poorer after its owner disap- 
peared, was not even licensed to of- 
fer investment contracts to clients, 
the Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission said yesterday. 


ruled bj 
SEC 
though 


change 


for this 


' 


But the sharp appreciation of the pe- 
зо has the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 
(BSP) worried 

‘The peso closed Friday at its intraday 
high of P44.80 against the dollar at the 
Philippine Dealing System (PDS), 20 
centavos higher than the previous day's 


with the БЕС, it was not autho- 
rized to engage in foreign ex- 


“They need a secondary license 


close of P45:$1. It was the highest close 


| 


since the peso hit P44.63 on Aug. 4, 
2000. 

Yesterday's strong finish marked the 
peso's eighth straight day of gains 
against the greenback which has steadi- 
ly been losing ground against curren 
Чез worldwide. 

BSP Governor Amando M. Tetangco 


Jr. warned that the peso was rising too 
fast against the US dollar and this posed z 
certain risks to the market, but analysts 2 
did not interpret the remark as a pre- 2 
lude to currency controls. 2 
"The rapid pace of appreciation is of PRICE OF FREEDOM: President Arroyo 
some concern since this tends to in- 


ГЕ 2 


reminds a grateful Fr. Bossi at the Palace, 
Did you know soldiers died for you?” 


did it 


AFEW GOOD MEN: Fr. Giancarlo Bossi weeps during the press conference in Zamboanga City shortly after his release as he talks 


about the 14 Marines who were killed, 10 of them mutilated, during search and rescue operations for hi 


Basilan. 


World leaders hail Fr. Bossi’s.release 


By Julie Alipala, Inquirer Mindanao 
and Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. in Manila 


THREE WORLD LEADERS YESTERDAY RE- 
joiced at the news of Fr. Giancarlo Bossi's re- 
lease from captivity but the missionary him- 
self broke into tears on being told of the 
many lives lost to set him free. 

А police team found the 57-year-old Ital 
ian priest on Thursday night on the national. 
highway in Karomatan, Lanao del Norte, ap- 


parently the pickup point agreed upon be- 
tween the authorities and the kidnappers. 
(See banner story.) 

Police found him walking barefoot. He 
had lost about 40 pounds but he had found 
his freedom back 39 days after he was kid- 
mapped while on his way to Mass in Zam- 
boanga Sibugay. 

News of Вос release first broke in Rome, 
where he has reportedly become a hero. Ital 
ian Prime Minister Romano Prodi announced 


itto reporters, saying: "Fr Giancarlo Bossi has 
been freed ...'m truly emotional, happy" 

“Today i his mother's birthday, so it was 
also a very lucky coincidence," Prodi said. 

Pope Benedict XVI received the news of 
Bossi’s release with “great joy" the Vatican 
said. The Pontiff last week said he was 
praying daily for Bossi's recovery. 

‘There was also elation im Malacafiang 
where President Macapagal-Arroyo wel- 


' Why no Sona, if there's 
no Speaker by Monday 


By Norman Bordadora 


PRESIDENT 


тоуо may end up not being able to 
deliver her State of the Nation 
Address as the majority coalition 
remains deadlocked over who 
should become Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, a scant 
three days before the opening of 
the new Congress. 

"This was the warning issued by 


tof the first batch of 


opposition rey 
‘the DFA on Friday. 


presentatives who 


leader before 


|. scheduled to address a joint ses- 


country’s top corporate ondary license, 


y the courts. 
Chair Fe Barin said even 
the PIPC was registered 


Singaporean 
Michael Liew, 


empty. 


trading, ‘As much as 


, and they don't have a sec- 


said the failure to elect a House 


‘The SEC chair was interviewed 
after reports came out that the 


leaving the company's bank ac- 
counts here and abroad nearly 


lieved to have been lost by the 
firm's investors. 


the Sona altogether. 
MACAPAGAL-AR- 


the President is 


„” she said. 


owner of РІРС, 


had disappeared, surface. 


$250 million is be- 


She said the SEC was investi- 
gating the firm motu proprio (of 
its own accord), but would be 
aided immensely if a PIPC in- 
vestor would come forward to file 

FIRM/AS 


sion could mean the scrapping of 


Cagayan de Oro Rep. Rufus Ro- 
driguez said the rules require that 
the House inform the Senate via a 
resolution that it has been orga-’ 
nized and was ready to receive 

the President for the Sona. 
“Without a Speaker, a secretary 
general and a sergeant at arms, 
there is no organization of the 
House. If there is no organization 
of the House, there can be по res- 
olution saying that it is ready to 
receive the President,” said Ro- 
WHY NOSONA/AIT 


Firm in $250-M scam has no license 


Barin said the commission has 
been “quietly investigating” the 
PIPCs operations after com- 
plaints from investors began to 


Gracia, other 
terror victims 
speak up 


By Christine О. Avendaño 
AMID THE CRITICISMS AIRED 
against the controversial antiter- 
ror law, the families of victims of 
terror attacks spoke yesterday 
about their personal grief and 
their wish that other people 

would not suffer their fate. 
American missionary Gracia 
Burnham, who, with her husband. 
Martin, endured a year being cap- 
tive of the Abu Sayyaf, also ex- 
pressed support for the Philip- 
pine government's efforts against 
terrorism. Her statement sent 
from the United States was read 
by Defense Undersecretary Ricar- 
 GRACIALAT 


Jonas NPA 
tag bolsters 
kin's fears 


By T] Burgonio 
and Christine O, Avendaño 


THE FAMILY OF MISSING AC- 
tivist Jonas Burgos said yesterday 
that by branding him as a com- 
munist rebel, Army chief Lt, Сеп. 
Romeo Tolentino was merely jus- 
tifying his abduction on April 28. 

‘Speaking for his family, Jose 
Luis “Л? Burgos said Tolentino 


[E 


ESPERON ROBED IN SPLENDOR Leaders from the 


indigenous people. 


ferent parts of Mindanao in a meeting in 
Davao City on Thursday bestowed on Armed Forces Chief of Staff 
Gen. Hermogenes Esperon the title of Datu Tawaga, named after 
alegendary tribal warrior in the 1600 ега, Esperon said he got 
close to tribals in his early career as a commander in Mindanao. 
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By Christine O, Avendaño 


THE MILITARY IS SET TO 
launch punitive actions against 
Moro rebels behind the July 10 
ambush and beheadings of Ma- 
rine troops sent to Basilan to 
look for kidnapped Italian priest 
Giancarlo Bossi. 


Military officials said yesterday that the 
deadline for the Moro Islamic Liberation 
Front (MILF), which admitted to attacking 
the Marine troopers, to turn in the suspects 
was set to lapse after Sunday. 

‘Armed Forces Chief of Staff Gen. Hermo- 
genes Esperon Jr. had given the MILF one 
week to surrender those who ambushed and 
beheaded the Marines in Alkabar, Basilan or 
face punitive actions. 

“We can now focus our available resources 
on running after the perpetrators of the be- 
heading of our comrade Marines," military 
spokesperson Lt. Col. Bartolome Bacarro said, 
adding that the release of Bossi would now al- 
low the military to do this. 
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Gov't troops to pursue 
rebs in Basilan ambush 


The military has now а large presence in 
Basilan, having deployed Army and Marine 
brigades as well as two Marine battalions for 
the expected “punitive actions” against those 
who killed the 14 Marines, 10 of whom were 
beheaded, and wounded nine other 

Bacarro admitted that the military had 
treaded carefully in the case of Bossi, as it 
placed prime consideration on his safety. 

“And now that Ес Boss is no longer within the 
group, it would be easier to conduct military and 
police actions against them because we no longer 
have a restraint or constraint to consider” he said. 

After the one-week ultimatum, he said that ор- 
rational commanders on the ground can take ог 
execute whatever actions that they should under- 
take based on the situation on the ground. 


Punitive in a week 

“The actions that we are going to launch after the 
seventh day will be punitive," he told reporters. 

But before the military moves in to get the 
killers of the Marines, this would be based on 
validated information by its intelligence 
units, according to Bacarro. 

“Our operations will be intelligence-driven, 
in a sense that we would like to allay what 
many are fearing that there would be civilians 
who might be hurt in the operations that we 


аге going to launch in Basilan,” he said, adding 
that the operations would also “pass through 
the mechanisms of the peace process.” 

Asked whether they expect the MILF to 
fight the military in this case, Bacarro reiterat- 
ей the military only intended to go after the 
perpetrators of the ambush. 

“As to what courses of action the MILF 
would take, then we'll wait and see,” he said. 

Васапо also said that the military would go af- 
ter Bossis abductors, saying that even though the. 
latter released the Italian priest, this would not ex- 
onerate them from the crime they committed, 

As to Bossi's claims that his abductors iden- 
tified themselves as members of the Abu 
Sayyaf Group, he said this would be validated 
bythe military. 

Sen. Rodolfo Biazon said Bossi release should 
not stop authorities from punishing those respon- 
sible for the gruesome deaths of the Marines. 

Biazon said the MILFs justifications for the at- 
tack on the Marine contingent does not change 
the need for the government to punish those who 
killed and mutilated 10 ofthe 14 soldiers 

He suspected that the growing pressure 
against the MILF over the gruesome Killings 
of the Marines in Tipo-Tipo, Basilan, could 
have prompted the Italian priests release. 

With a report from Dona Z. Paszibugan 


We were right all along about Bossi —MILF 


By Jeoffrey Maitem 


KIDAPAWAN CITY—IF ONLY THE MILITARY 
heeded them, the ambush of the Marines 
could have been avoided. 

Thus claimed the Moro Islamic Liberation 
Front (MILF) which yesterday said that the 
release of Italian priest Giancarlo Bossi in 
Lanao del Norte only proved that the informa- 
tion they feed the military—but which was 
largely ignored—were correct all along. 

‘The MILF had earlier told the military that 
Bossi was not in Basilan. 

The MILF said Воззїз release in Lanao del 
Norte proved that the Marines were wrong to 
goto Basilan to look for the kidnapped priest. 

Mohagher Iqbal, MILF chief negotiator, said 


had the military listened to them, the incident in 
Араа, Basilan, could have been avoided. 

‘The Marines were on their way back to camp af- 
ter a futile search for Bossi when they were am- 
bushed by some 400 Moro rebels killing 14 Marines, 
‘of whom 10 were beheaded and mutilated. 

Iqbal said they have been telling the mili- 
tary that Bossi was not in Basilan but they 
were ignored, 

"We are happy that indeed the priest was re- 
leased. However, we were saddened that many 
lives were lost due to the intelligence report ге- 
garding the priest presence in Basilan,” he said. 

Iqbal said the MILF believes the military had 
deliberately ignored the MILF information so it 
could operate in rebel areas in Basilan. 

“Its clear the military lied and used the re- 


port to attack our forces in Basilan,” he said. 

The military however, denied committing a 
mistake when they sent the Marines to Basilan. 

“T believe that we did not make any mistakes, if 
you call it as mistakes. Because we responded to all 
information that wes provided to us and reached 
us” military spokesperson Lr. Col. Bacarro said. 

"The military initially looked for Bossi in 


~ Zamboanga Sibugay where he was abducted 


but widened its search to Lanao del Norte and 
later to Basilan after getting reports that the 
Italian priest might be in those areas. 

Iqbal said the efforts of authorities to connect 
the Bossi kidnapping to the MILE even though 
the priest himself already said it was the Abu 
Sayyaf, was already a suspect. With a report 
from Dennis Jay Santos, Inquirer Mindanao. 
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FOREIGN Secretary Alberto Romulo himself releases the new 


passport to Simeona Adamos. 


EDWIN BACASHAS 


Oldest Pinoy jet-setter 
has newest passport 


By Tarra Quismundo 


THIS CENTENARIAN COULD 
be the oldest Filipino jet-setter. 

Retired teacher Simeona 
Adamos, who will be tuming 
102 in October, was among the 
first batch of senior citizens to 
receive the new machine-read- 
able passport (MRP), a maroon 
travel booklet that uses biomet- 
rics on the data sheet like most 
foreign visas and embedded im- 
ages visible only under ultravio- 
let light for better security 

Foreign Secretary Alberto 
Romulo himself handed 
Adamos her new maroon pass- 
port at the Department of For- 
eign Affairs office in Pasay City 
yesterday afternoon, making 
her among around 100 recipi- 
ents of the upgraded and more 
tamper-proof travel booklet 
the DFA started issuing to the 
elderly, migrant workers and 
their dependents this week 

“I am very fortunate to be 
able to be given this chance to 
be the first... 1 am thankful to 
the Lord that I had the chance 


{ito be among the first to be is- 


sued a very systematic pass- 
port,” Adamos told reporters in 
а soft voice, pausing as she 
spoke. 

Dressed for the occasion in a 
patadyong with matching gold 


accessories, Adamos looked her 
generation head to toe as she en- 
tertained queries from the media, 

The former educator, who 
started teaching in the 1930s, 
said she had to renew her pass- 
port so she could visit her 
grandchildren—and their chil- 
dren—in New Jersey. 

“I am very thankful to our 
dear Lord that 1 still have the 
chance and ability to travel,” 
said Adamos, who attributed 
her long life to meals of cereal 
and milk snacks of fruits, 
"avoiding hatred and loving all 
things beautiful.” 

‘Adamos, who would be trav- 
ейп with a companion on her 
US trip, had last gone to the 
States in 1997, the same year 
her only son, lawyer Em- 
manuel, died ín an accident 
she declined to specify. 

Herminio Torres оѓ 
Caloocan City was also among 
the proud recipients of the new 
Philippine passport. 

“Iam thankful that was giv- 
еп the new passport. Now, we 
have made it at par with other 
countries. And the service was 
very quick. I was surprised at 
first. And I'm very happy,” said 
Torres, who got his new pass- 
port two days after the DFA 
opened applications for select- 
ed sectors of the public. 
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El Shaddai man wins 
out in Comelec verdict 


By Nikko Dizon 


THE FEUD BETWEEN THE TWO SETS OF 
nominees of the No. 1 party-list group, Buhay 
(Buhay Hayaan Yumabong), has finally been 
resolved by the Commission on Elections 
(Comelec) 

In a resolution promulgated last Thursday, 
the Comelec en banc recognized the presiden- 
су of Melquiades "Mel" Robles and conse- 
quently, his authority in the party. 

This paved the way for the set of nominees 
endorsed by Robles to be the duly recognized 
Buhay party-list representatives in the 14th 
Congress, and not the set of nominees submit- 
ted by Hans Christian Sefieres, who repre- 
sented the party in the last Congress. 

With more than a million votes garnered in 
the last mid-term elections, Buhay is the only 
party-group entitled to have three seats in the 
House of Representatives in the 14th 
Congress. 

Robles’ nominees are led by Rene Velarde, 
son of El Shaddai religious movement leader, 
Bro. Mariano "Mike" Velarde. The other nomi- 
nees are: Carissa Coscolluela, William Irwin 
Tieng, Melchor Monsod and Teresita Villara- 
ma. 


El Shaddai spokesman 
Robles was El Shaddai spokesperson until 


his appointment as head of the Light Railway 
‘Transit Authority (LRTA). 


“After a thorough evaluation of the records 
‘submitted by the parties, together with the ar- 
guments during the hearing of this case, the 
commission (en banc) is very much con- 
vinced that Robles is the president of Buhay 
party-list [group] and therefore duly autho- 
rized to sign documents in behalf of the party, 
particularly the manifestation to participate 
in the party-list system of representation and 
the Certificate of Nomination of its nomi- 
nees,” the Comelec said in a six-page resolu- 
tion. 

It added that while Robles! term as Buhay, 
party president ended in 1999, there were ng’ 
records that showed the party held an elec- 
tion to replace the set of officers led by the for- 
mer El Shaddai official. 

The Comelec said the absence of records 
that would “categorically” show Robles had 
been replaced as party president indicated 
that Robles has been acting as Buhay presi- 
dent ina hold-over capacity. 

“This is the only logical consequence of the 
series of events since Buhay cannot operate аз 
a party-lis organization without its own set of 
officers. And maintaining the position in a 
hold-over capacity is specifically allowed in 
order not to hamper the operations of the par- 
ty and to prevent a hiatus in party leader- 
ship,” the Comelec said in its resolution. 

Italso junked Ѕейегез argument that Rob- 
les, being a government offical, cannot par- 
ticipate in a partisan political activity. 


Police in Metro placed on alert for Sona 


By Alcuin Papa 


POLICE IN METRO MANILA WERE PLACED 
on alert today ahead of President Macapagal- 
Arroyo's State of the Nation Address (Sona) at 
the opening of the 14th Congress on Monday. 

Philippine National Police chief Director Gener- 
al Oscar Calderon yesterday also ordered police 
regional commanders and heads of support units 
of the PNP to go on “heightened alert." 

Calderon earlier ordered the deployment 
of 9,000 policemen to serve as anti-riot force 
іп anticipation of protest actions by militant 
groups. Around 5,000 anti-riot policemen 


will be deployed around the Batasan complex 
in Quezon City and the rest in Mendiola and 
around the metropolis. 

Civil disturbance management (CDM) 
units in regions near Metro Manila will aug- 
ment anti-riot policemen in the metropolis. 

A "full aler” means all personnel must be 
at their posts at all times. All leaves are also 
canceled. A “heightened” alert means half of 
the personnel in a police unit must be at their 
posts at all times. 

PNP spokesperson Chief Supt. Samuel Pagdilao 
said the PNP is “well prepared” to keep the peace 
and order situation for the Sona, 
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Senate row won't blow over; opposition rift widens 


By Dona Pazzibugan 


INSTEAD OF BLOWING OVER, 
the rift among opposition sena- 
tors threatens to further blow шр. 

Sen, Panfilo Lacson yesterday 
fred a scathing verbal attack 
against his colleagues, likening 
Senators Manuel Villar, Jinggoy 
Estrada, Francis Escudero and 
Alan Peter Cayetano to "political 
fnongrels" for collaborating with 
administration senators to form 
the new Senate majority bloc. 

Lacson, Villar, Escudero and 
Cayetano won their seats in the. 
May 11 elections under the Gen- 
Wine Opposition ticket, along 
with Senators Loren Legarda, Be- 
nigno "Noynoy" Aquino Ш and 
Antonio Trillanes IV. 

Together with five incumbent 
‘opposition senators, the opposi- 
tion could have wrested control 


amazing, fabulous, lovel 


Wa utbandictiog 


of the Senate by forming the new 
majority. But unity talks bogged 
down amid the senators’ con- 
tending support for either Villar 
or Sen. Aquilino Pimentel Jr, 
who are contesting the post of 
Senate president. 

“Мо matter how the four strag- 
glers of the so-called Genuine Op- 
position try to define their breed, 
they won't be able to present an 
authentic certificate to disabuse 
the minds of our voters and sup- 
porters,” Lacson said yesterday. 


Political mongrels 

"They will always be remem- 
bered as political mongrels who 
tumed their backs on their col- 
leagues and helped compose the 
new majority bloc in the Senate іп 
collaboration with mostly admin- 
{stration senators,” he went on. 

То keep the Senate presidency, 


Villar courted the suppott of sev- 
еп administration senators, two 
independent senators and three 
opposition senators, namely 
Estrada, Escudero and Cayetano. 

Lacson said Villar and the three 
senators violated an agreement that 
all the opposition senators—the 
seven newly elected and the five in- 
‘cumbent—should unite in a bloc to 
wrest control of the Senate from the 
administration allies. 

He went on to say that the 
fours decision to join forces with 
administration senators to form a 
new majority bloc contradicted 
their claim of being opposition 
senators. 

“No matter how they try to jus- 
tify the unjustifiable, they will al- 
ways fall short,” Lacson fumed. 

Estrada, — Escudero and 
Cayetano have insisted that de- 
spite their support for Villar, they 


were still with the opposition- 

They said they had not changed 
their stand on issues besieging the 
Arroyo administration. 

Ofthe three, Escudero has been 
most strident in defending him- 
self, using the occasion of an op- 
position convention on Thursday 
to hit back at his fellow opposition 
senators for “unfairly” branding 
them as pro-administration. 

“Who is the real opposition? 
‘Those who speak a lot and foster 
divisiveness, or those who control 
their emotions though they are 
hurt Escudero had told the 
gathering held at Club Filipino. 


Looking to 2010 

He even chided other opposi- 
tion senators, saying they were 
motivated by personal interests 
that looked to the 2010 presiden- 
tial elections. 


Like Escudero, Estrada 
claimed that not all those in the 
minority bloc were with the op- 
position. 

“Many pretend they are mem- 
bers of the opposition. There's a 
‘mestizo’ (half-bréed) adminis- 
tration, ‘mestizo’ opposition,” he 
had said without naming anyone. 

Lacson, who ran against Fer- 
nando Poe Л. and President 
Macapagal-Arroyo in the 2004 
presidential elections, said he did 
not feel that Estrada tagged him. 

“I don’t feel alluded to. But 
that's the spin of Villar on Mar 
(Roxas) and Loren (Legarda) and 
the three of them dutifully adopt 
and follow,” he said. 

“As for the eight of us who have 
chosen to remain (in the minority 
bloc), we will continue to play 
our role to check the abuses of the 
executive branch in a manner we 


know best and no matter what 
the cost,” Lacson said. 

“We now leave it to the wisdom 
of the people to judge who 
among us belong to the real and 
true opposition," he said. 

Aside from the leadership of 
the Senate, senators are also 
wrangling for leadership of the 
major committees. 

Estrada, Cayetano and Escud- 
его have said that the major com- 
mittees, particularly the blue rib- 
bon committee that investigates 
public accountability, should be 
handled by an opposition senator. 

Lacson has declared he wanted 
to chair the blue ribbon commit- 
tee previously chaired by Sen. 
Joker Arroyo. 

The senators will select the 
next Senate president through а 
vote on July 23, the formal open- 
ing of the 14th Congress. 
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Corrections 


IN THE JULY 19 ISSUE, Ramon Tulfo's "On Target" column on 
Page A18 of the Metro section—"Abu Sayyaf did not take part in 
ambush of Marines" —misstated that the OV 10 is a helicopter. 
TheOV10isanairplane. | 

IN THE APRIL 15 ISSUE, the editorial on Page A12—"Volunteer 
central —misstated that the Philippine National Red Cross is not 
a government agency. PNRC is a government-owned and con- 
trolled corporation. 


Readers may send their requests for correction of factual errors in writing. | 
абу Dek. Philippine Dally Inquire, PDI Building, Chino Roces Ау. 
Enue corper Mascardo Set, Makat Cy, fox Nos. 89747 3/94; email 
гг daydesk@inquirercom p 

res deut ul ack of fairness or objectivity may be sent to Lorna 
каб Pirol readers advocats, e-mail address: readersadvocate@inguir- 
Kal pia es Nos B97-47.93/94, Atm Readers Advocate. Her phone 
Fumbo н 897-8808 Local 342 
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Reyes prepares for ‘tough job’ 


New energy czar out to defy Miriam, says he’s flattered 


By T] Burgonio 


AFTER OVER 40 YEARS IN GOVERNMENT, 
Secretary Angelo Reyes has gotten used to 
“moving in and out" of Cabinet posts that he 
doesn't mind handling a new portfolio. 

"Tm flattered by it,” said Reyes who is proba- 
bly the only Cabinet man appointed to several 
posts in the 6-year-old Arroyo administration 

“How many people line up for a Cabinet 
position? If you're chosen four times to as- 
Sume four important critical Cabinet posi- 
tions, then you should be honored, and 1 don’t 
shirk from the challenge.” 

But administration Sen. Miriam Defensor- 
Santiago has threatened to block Reyes’ con- 
firmation before the Commission on Appoint- 
ments for alleged incompetence. 

After a brief, 17-month-long stint at the De- 
partment of Environment and Natural Re- 
sources, Reyes, 62, will take over the post of 
Energy Secretary Raphael Lotilla in а few 
days, his fourth Cabinet position. 


Big challenge 

Reyes said he has a “tough job ahead of him" 
at the Department of Energy, a job for which 
Senator Santiago said he had no qualifications. 

“1 consider this appointment ав a very very big 
challenge and Laccept it with all humility, and ac- 
cept my ignorance over this matter” he said. 

His priority, he said, would be to privatize 
the country's power generation assets. 


Reacting to critics questioning his lack of 
experience in the energy sector, Reyes argued 
that he also had no experience when he as- 
sumed his posts at the Department of Interior 
and Local Government (DILG), the anticrime 
task forces, and later, at the DENR.. 

Reyes had served as a secretary of the Depart- 
ment of Defense from 2001 to 2003. After quitting 
in the aftermath of the July 2003 Oakwood 
mutiny, he handled low-profile jobs as head of 
task forces on antikidnapping and antismuggling. 

He was later named to the top post at the 
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DILG, and then DENR in February last year. 

n an interview with reporters on Thursday, 
Reyes admitted that he didnt expect President 
Macapagal-Arroyo to reassign him to another post. 

“1 always maintain that when 1 assume а 
job, I'm there for the long haul, I'm not there 
for the short-term, because when you're there 
for the short-term, then you make short-term 
decisions," he said. 


‘Grave abuse" 

Environment lawyer Antonio Opusa Jr. 
noted that the President has appointed five 
DENR chiefs in six years—Heherson Alvarez, 
Elisea Gozun, Michael Defensor, Reyes and 
now, former Manila Mayor Lito Atienza. 

He called this a "grave abuse of discretion” and 
amounted to “bad environmental governance.” 

Reyes had served as Armed Forces chief 
during the Estrada administration. 

His withdrawal of support from then Presi- 
dent Joseph Estrada in January 2001 following 
the aborted impeachment trial was seen as а 
crucial factor in the success of the “people's re- 
volt” that toppled Estrada and catapulted then 
Vice President Arroyo to the presidency, 

By Reyes’ reckoning, his job at the DENR 
wasn't “finished yet," but he believed he had 
“accomplished much" in a short time. 

Odette Alcantara of Mother Earth rued Reyes 
transfer to the DOE as the “unkindest cut of al,” 
saying he was the “only Secretary in living memo- 
ry to reach out to hostile environmental groups. 


GMA standing by new Cabinet appointees 


PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYO 15 
standing by her recent appointments to her 
Cabinet despite protests from the administra- 
tion and the opposition. 

In an interview with reporters, Executive 
Secretary Eduardo Ermita said that the Presi- 
dent would not be alarmed if newly appoint- 
ed Energy Secretary Angelo Reyes and Envi- 
ronment Secretary Lito Atienza would not get 


Reyes will take over the post of outgoing Ener- 
gy Secretary Raphael Lotilla who opted to resign. 
‘while Atienza will replace Reyes at the Depart- 
ment of Environment and Natural Resources. 
"We all know that 12 of her Cabinet mem- 
bers have yet to be confirmed," said Ermita 
Sen. Miriam Defensor-Santiago has already 
declared she would veto Reyes’ appointment at 
the CA while environment groups have vowed 


Environment and Natural Resources. 

Ermita, however, said that the President could 
opt to withdraw her appointment of Reyes and 
Atienza. “Everything is possible under the sun. 
Even those who have already been confirmed can 
also be replaced. That is the process," said Ermita. 

But Ermita stressed the President need not 
explain her choices since it was her privilege 
to choose those who she thinks was qualified 


the nod of the Commission on Appointments. 
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High court affirms gov't 
hospitals’ privatization 


By Jerome Aning sang Mayo Uno, Gabriela, Kilu- 
sang Magbubukid ng Pilipinas, 
and Kalipunan ng Damayan ng 
mga Maralita; and DOH employ- 
ees Elsa Guevarra, Arcadio Gon- 
zales, Jose Galang, Domingo 
Manay, Tito Esteves, Eduardo Ga- 
lope, Remedios Ysmael, Alfredo 
Bacunata, Edgardo Damicog, 
Remedios Maltu and Remegio 
Mercado. 

Associate Justice Antonio Eduar- 
до Nachura inhibited from the case, 
having signed the governments 
pleadings as solicitor general. 

The Supreme Court refused to 
rule on the petitioners’ allegation 
that HSRA would be detrimental to 
the health of the people as they 
would be denied access to free 
medicine once government hospi- 
tals were privatized. 

“The question of whether the 
HSRA will bring about the devel- 
opment or disintegration of ће 
health sector is within the realm 
of the political department,” the 
justices said. 

They also said that reorganiza- 
tion provided by HSRA was to 
make the economy and bureau: 
cracy more efficient and that the 
petitioners “miserably failed” to 
substantiate their claim that they 
might be laid off, reassigned to 
far-flung areas or suffer lowered 
wages. 


THE SUPREME COURT YESTER- 
day paved the way for the privati- 
zation of government hospitals 
and medical facilities, junking all 
challenges against the policy that 
was formulated by President 
Joseph Estrada in 1999. 

The court, in a 23-page en banc 
decision penned by Associate Jus- 
tice Minita Chico-Nazario, up- 
held the constitutionality of the 
privatization program, provided 
under the Health Sector Reform 
Agenda (HSRA) for 1999-2004 of 
the Department of Health and 
Estrada's Executive Order No. 
102 dated May 24, 1999. 

The justices upheld the Court of 
Appeals decision in November 
2004 that denied the petition of 
hospital workers groups at the Ton- 
do Medical Center, Research Insti 
tute for Tropical Medicine, Nation- 
al Orthopedic Hospital, Dr. Jose В. 
Reyes Memorial Hospital, Sen 
Lazaro Hospital and health groups 
such as the Alliance of Health 
Workers Inc, Health Alliance for 
Democracy, Council for Health De- 
velopment, Network Opposed to 
Privatization, Community 
Medicine Development Founda- 
tion Inc. and the Philippine Society 
of Sanitary Engineers Inc. 

Other petitioners were Kilu- 
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Saturday, July 21, 2007 
15th Week in Ordinary Time 
Lawrence of Brindisi 
1stReading: Ex 12:37-42 
Gospel: Matthew 12:14-21 

The Pharisees went out and made plans to get rid of him. As Jesus 
маз aware of the plot, he went away from that place. Many people fol- 
lowed him and he cured all who were sick. Then he gave them strict 
orders not to make him known. 

In this way Isaiah's prophecy was fulfilled: 

“Неге is my servant whom I have chosen, the one 1 love, and with 
whom I am pleased. 1 will put my Spirit upon him and he will an- 
nounce my judgment to the nations. 

“He will not argue or shout, nor will his voice be heard in the 
streets. The bruised reed he will not crush, nor snuff out the smolder- 
ing wick. He will persist until justice is made victorious and in him all 
the nations will put their hope.” 

Commentary 

Finally the Israelites are allowed to leave Egypt after sojourning there 
for 430 years. The night of vigil is the Passover and the Lord leads them 
‘out of slavery, fear, and bondage. On the journey into the desert they will 
be formed into a people, and then God will bring them to the land 
promised to their ancestors. Egypt is any place of bondage and the Is- 
raelites are to hold this vigil throughout every generation. It is their rea- 
son for living, its their hope and their meaning in the world. 

Groups within Judaism seek to destroy Jesus and yet he continues 
what he was born to do: preach the Word, set people ree, and bring jus- 
tice to the nations. He does not cry out and contend but he is careful that 
the bruised reed is not crushed and the smoldering wick not quenched. 
This is our God of life, our God of no violence, our God of compassion, our 
God sent to us-Beloved Son who is our hope and our Passover and our 
peace. 
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Will Harry 


By Pam Pastor 


‘TODAY, AT SEVEN IN THE MORNING, FANS OF 
Hany Potter will storm bookstores around the 
country eager to be among the first to grab a 
copy of “Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows.” 

"The book, written by JK. Rowling, isthe lastin- 
stallment in the seven-part epic tale of the life of 
the young wizard. 

‘The book’s release had been widely antici- 
pated around the world. For months, Potter 
devotees in the Philippines have visited vari 
ous bookstores, paying in advance to ensure 
that a copy is set aside under their name. Lo- 
cal bookstore chain Powerbooks has brought 
in 10,000 copies of the book—6,000 of which 
have already been reserved. Bookstores 
around the country have been gearing up for 
the release, planning in-store events and pro- 
motions to lure Potter fans. 

Ina number of other countries, like Ireland and 
Australia, the books will be released at midnight. 
"Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows” has al- 
ready snagged the number one spot on Ama- 
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pu 


Potter die? Answer known today 


zon.coms best-seller list even before being re- 
leased—with 2.2 million books pre-ordered by 
bookclovers worldwide. 

Rowling and the publishing companies han- 
dling the book release are taking the embargo 
very seriously—in their desire not to ruin the ex- 
‘Gtement for fans worldwide. In the United States, 
the customers of DeepDiscount.com, an Ilinois 
supplier received their copies in the mail too early. 
The company is facing legal action. 

Potter fever has hit the world again and a num- 
berofleakages and spollers have appeared online, 
feeding the frenzy even more. Scholastic, the US 
publisher of the Harry Potter series, and Blooms- 
bury the publisher in Britain, quickly jumped to 
action, asking websites to take down the spoilers. 

While most of the sneak peeks proved to be 
bogus, a number of them have been proven 
accurate. 

‘The Philippine Daily Inquirer managed to 
secure a copy of “Harry Potter and the Deathly 
Hallows” and it lives up to its title—two ch 
acters are killed within the first one hundred 
pages. The action starts early—with appear- 


ances from the evil Lord Voldemort in the first [sS 5: шыны 
few chapters. Although beloved Hogwarts 

Headmaster Albus Dumbledore died in the 
previous book “Harry Potter and the Half- 
Blood Prince,” he is still very much in the pic- 
ture—with Potter discovering secrets not just 
about his own family but also about Dumble- 
dore's past. The young wizard turns 17 in this 
book and fans will enjoy a more mature Potter 
inthis installment. 

Harry Potter has gone a long way from be- 
ing just an idea that came to Rowling's mind 
ona train ride from Manchester to London in 
1990. Since that day, 325 million copies of the 
book in 64 languages have been sold world- 
wide, with the series spawning movies, toys 
and other merchandise. Ithas also catapulted 
Rowling from being a struggling single mom 
to becoming Britain's richest woman. 

With the release of “The Deathly Hallows,” 
the time has come to bid the Harry Potter se- 
ries goodbye—and luckily for readers, good- 
bye is 759 pages, 36 chapters and an epilogue 


POTTER POWER, copies of Harry Potter and The Deathly Hallows, the 
last installment in the Harry Potter series, arrive at Powerbooks 
Greenbelt. The books will be released at 7:01 a.m, today. 
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{Ў Shopping at Dongdaemun. I miss you! 
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5 you too. Wish you were here. -< 


The first Korean SMS service in the 
country is now available with SMART! 


SMART, the Filipinos biggest mobile network to the world, presents the country’s first Korean SMS service.” 
Send and receive text messages in Korean with no special programs required. 


ow you can communicate clearly and easily with your friends and loved ones here and in Korea! 
How to send an International Text to Korea 


area code |“ 


mobile number 


"For SMS to and from Korea, international rex rates apply. 
Available on handsets thar support Korean characters fr boch postpaid and prepaid subscribers. 


» 
T NTERNATIONAL SERVICES 
SMALE ip -TET MMS -HOAMING-VOICE TEXT 
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Trade dep't warns stores 
on banned Chinese sweets 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


‘TRADE SECRETARY PETER В, FAVILA YESTER- 
day warned food stores of the ban against certain 
Chinese food imports, saying storeowners should 
pull these products out of the shelves or face hav- 
ing to pay fines of up to P250,000. 

Не said the Department of Tradé and In- 
dustry will be sending people out to the shops 
to make sure the Bureau of Food and Drug's 
ban against the food items is followed. 

He said he had instructed all DTI regional 
and provincial directors to coordinate with 
the BFAD and local government units to im- 
mediately conduct market visits and check 
the stores in their areas. 

"The BFAD has banned the distribution and 
sale of White Rabbit Creamy Candy, Milk Can- 


New players 
hike oil prices 


AHEAD OF THE MAJOR OIL FIRMS, NEW OIL 
players jacked up prices of their gasoline prod- 
ucts by 50 centavos per lier to reflect the high 
cost of the product in the international market. 

Eastern Petroleum Corp. raised prices at 
noon Thursday, while Unioil Petroleum Philip- 
pines Inc. hiked prices at 6 a.m. yesterday, 

‘According to data from the Department of En- 
ergy, the regional benchmark Dubai crude jumped 
to an average of $69.17 a barrel in the July 1-19 
period, from the June average of $65.79 a barrel. 

‘The price of unleaded gasoline based on the 
Mean of Plats Singapore (MOPS) benchmark for 
refined petroleum products surged to an average 
of $86.96 a barrel in the first 19 days of July, from 
the June average of $84.79 a barrel. 

The all-time high price of $92.53 a barrel 
for MOPS-based unleaded gasoline was 
recorded last May 18. 

MOPS-based diesel likewise soared to an 
average price of $88.20 a barrel as of July 19, 
from the June average of $84.20 a barrel. 

This fuel price hike was the 10th this year 
for gasoline for a total of P5.50 а Шет. 

Since the start of the year, pump prices of 
gasoline have also been reduced by а total of 
P1.80 a liter. 

"This price hike brings premium unleaded 
gasoline prices to between P39.57 and 
P42.27 a liter and unleaded gasoline to be- 
tween P38.55 and P41.59 a liter. 


3. 


According to Nielsen Media Research, 

Philippine Daily Inquirer is once again at the very top. 
Thanks, of course to you, our readers for bringing us here. 
Stay with us, we won't let you down. 

To subscribe, call 896-6000. 


Source: Nelson Media index 2007 Wave 1, Вазо on urban national yesterday broadsheet reader 


ду, Balron Grape Biscuits and Yong Kang 
Foods Grape Biscuits. 

BFAD ordered the Chinese-made food products 
pulled out of the market after test results showed 
that they contained the disinfectant and preserva- 
tive formaldehyde, popularly known as formalin, 
Health experts say prolonged use of the chemical 
could lead to lung cancer 

Favila said that under the Consumer Act, 
violators could be charged with the crime of 
selling imperfect or harmful products. 

"This is a nationwide market enforcement. 
We will particularly be monitoring stores near 
schools to protect students who are the main 
consumers of these products," he said. 

"We are also appealing to consumers to 
stop buying these products until tests һауе 
been completed,” he added. 

Favila said distributors and importers of 
food products should make sure that their im- 
ports are safe for consumers before releasing 
them to the market. 

“We are advising them to coordinate with 
the BFAD before they make the products 
available to consumers,” he said. 


Local distributor 

‘The BFAD, meanwhile, said the Shanghai- 
based manufacturer of the banned Chinese 
White Rabbit candy had no standing in the 
country to protest the bureau's findings and 
ban against its product. 

BFAD deputy director Joshua Ramos said 
only the local distributor of the candy, Cheng 
Ban Yek Co., and not Guang Sheng Yuan Co., 
the Chinese-based manufacturer, is a legal 
here, subject to Philippine laws. 

Не said Guang Sheng's request for a copy of the 
BEAD test results was without basis and its state- 
ments on the BFAD’ actions were “inapplicable.” 

‘Guang Sheng the other day rejected the 
BFAD's claim, insisting that its products have 
passed its own tests and strict standards. 

Ramos said the BFAD has already given no- 
tice of the ban and directed Cheng Ban Yek 
and Co. to recall the Chinese-imported White 
Rabbit candies, but has yet to get a response 
from the local distributor. 

He said the proper procedure, under the 
country’s laws, have been observed. 

In cases where food products and cosmetics are 
found “tainted,” the BFAD issues a recall order to 
the known establishment distributing the product 
in the country and the importer of the goods, set- 
ting a prescriptive period for the products or 
products withdrawal from the market. With a re- 
port from Jeannette Andrade 
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From page А! 


do Blancafior at the memorial service for ter- 
ror victims, which was part of Malacafiang’s 
official launch of the Human Security Act 
(HSA) of 2007. 

‘The HSA took effect on July 15. 

“1 wish to thank the Philippine government 
for their commitment to eradicating terrorism 
in your area of the world,” Bumham said. “I 
have read recent reports in magazines [and] 
newspapers and on the Internet that give glow- 
ing testimony of our progress in Southern 
Philippines. It does my heart good to hear that.” 

The Burnhams, longtime missionaries in the 
Philippines, were among a group abducted by 
the Abu Sayyaf from a resort in Palawan in May 
2001 and taken to Вазйап. Gracia was rescued 
in Zamboanga in June 2002; Martin and Fil- 
ipino nurse Edibora Yap were killed in the gun 
battle between troops and the extremists. 


Memorial service 

‘The memorial service was organized by the 
Department of National Defense for the fami- 
lies of victims of terror attacks like the Super- 
Ferry 14 bombing in February 2004 that killed 
116 people, and the simultaneous bombings 
оп Valentine's Day 2005 in the cities of 
Makati, Davao and General Santos in which а 
total of 12 people died and scores of others 
were wounded. 

The Superferry bombing is considered the 
worst terror attack in the Philippines and the 
world's deadliest such attack at sea. 

Gracia Burnham, now back in her native 
Kansas in the United States, was invited to the 
service held at the common grave for the Su- 
perFerry bombing victims at the Loyola 
‘Memorial Park in Sucat, Parafiaque City. Ас- 
cording to Blancaflor, she could not make it 
because she was on a lecture tour. 

Blancaflor said the memorial service was 
"both a celebration of life and death." 

He said the Philippines was second to the 
United States in terms of the number of citi- 
zens—338—killed in terror-related attacks. 


“Тоо young to dit 

Even if the SuperFerry bombing happened 
more than three years ago, Cynthia Filipinas" 
memory of how she lost her then 17-year-old. 
son Rodel remains fresh—and painful 

Speaking at the service, Filipinas said her 
son, a Mindanao State University student 
‘who was heading home after attending a соп- 
ference in Laguna, was “too young to die” and 
“did not deserve that kind of death." 

"When that happened, my whole world 
was shattered ... I feel the pain my son experi- 
enced in that tragedy. Until now the pain is 
with me,” Filipinas said, adding that she had 
‘wanted Rodel to become а doctor. 

“Му only hope is that in the future, no other 
parents would suffer what we are suffering 
Thope there will be no other parents that will 
suffer against terrorism,” she said. 

Mike Clifford Cabalang said his family's 
dreams were dashed when his father, seaman 
Honorio Cabalang, died in the Superferry 
bombing 

Cabalang said his mother had to take on 
the role of family breadwinner when his fa- 
ther was killed. 


Lives and dreams 

Blancaflor told the assembly that the testi- 
monies of the grieving families showed that 
"terrorism destroys not only lives but also 
dreams.” 

‘Addressing the critics of the HSA, he said 
the victims were “not just human statistics but. 
Filipinos like us.” 

He also said the families of terror victims 
would continue to serve as an “inspiration” for 
the government in the fight against terrorism. 

Blancaflor said President Macapagel-Ar- 
royo had worked hard for the passage of an 
antiterror law. 

“бо this morning, we are here not only to 
remember the dead but to also inspire the liv- 
ing. Let us look forward,” he said. 

То do this, he said, one should “accept that 
terrorism is real and very much with us.” 

He said terrorists could “destroy thousands 
of us," but could not destroy “our hearts and 
our dreams." 


What could have been 

And the way Ms Arroyo sees it, the HSA 
would have prevented all terror acts in the 
country had it been enacted a decade ago. 


Southern Tagalog 
activists to march in 
QC to protest terror law 


ACTIVISTS IN SOUTHERN TAGALOG YESTER- 
day said they would hold a mass action on the 
day of President Macapagal-Arroyo's State of 
the Nation Address to protest the newly imple- 
mented antiterror law. 

Orly Marcellana, chair of the Bagong 
Alyansang Makabayan (Bayan) in Southern 
‘Tagalog, said members of militant groups in 
the region were familiar with the predicted 
grim effects of the Human Security Act 
(HSA). 

He said hundreds of protesters from South- 
em Tagalog will march on Commonwealth 
Avenue in Quezon City on July 23. 

Marcellana said they had long been living 
under a climate of terror through an "unde- 
clared martial law,” as manifested, he said, in 
the large deployment of soldiers in rural areas 
and the wide range of human rights violations. 

A total of 2,733 rights violations, mostly vic- 
timizing leftist activists, have been recorded іп 
Southern Tagalog since 2001, when Ms Arroyo 
came to power, Marcellana said. Delfin Mal- 
lari Jr, Inquirer Southern Luzon 
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Gracia, other terror victims speak up 


“Оле can imagine the possibilities had we 
passed this law earlier. Perhaps, the Dos Pal- 
mas [resort] incident. would not have hap 
pened, and Gracia Burnham would not have 
lost her husband Martin. Many Filipino lives 
could have been spared had the state been 
equipped with legal arsenal to flush out evil 
before it could do harm,” the President said in 
а speech at the HSA launch in Malacafiang, 
which was attended by Cabinet officials, law- 
makers, the victims’ families, and diplomats 
led by US Ambassador Kristie Kenney. 

“Our resolve to criminalize and penalize 
terrorism through this law is not an offshoot 
of 9/11 for we had come face to face with this 
scourge ahead of the rest of the world,” Ms 
Arroyo said. 

She said the first antiterror bill filed in 
Congress was authored by Sen. Juan Ponce 
Enrile in January 1996, “three years after the 
first bombing of the World Trade Center (іп 
New York], five years before the Rizal Day 
bombing in 2000, six-and-a-half years before 
the 9/11 tragedy, and eight years before the 
SuperFerry bombing." 


The attacks mentioned by Ms Arroyo were 
highlighted in an audio-visual presentation 
aimed at increasing public awareness of the 
terror threat. 


Legal muscle 

‘According to the President, the HSA “raises 
the bar on our campaign against terrorists 
who kill, bomb and maim to enforce an ideol- 
ogy of evil.” 

‘She said the HSA gave the gos 
legal muscle to end the paralysis of fear, em- 
powered with а law that identifies terrorism 
and penalizes it, a law that preserves and pro- 
tects freedom.” 

Referring to the loud opposition to the law, 
Ms Arroyo said: “Talk is cheap. It is action that 
counts. I ask the public to give the Human Se- 
curity Acta chance.” 

She said her administration would back 
well-thought-out investments in crushing 
terrorism wherever it threatens, regardless of 
ideology, and in putting a stop to human 
rights abuses whatever the excuse.” With a 
report from Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 
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е Burnhams, Gracia and Martin, are i 
the audio visual presentation shown to victims of terrorists acts at 
the formal launch of the Antiterror Law at the Palace on Friday. 
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Kidnap for kidnap did it; P4M paid, say sources 


From page Al 
free Bossi 

‘The source said that as soon as 
the police got word that Bossi had 
been released, they also released 
the kidnap leader’s family. 

“This was a purely police intelli- 
gence operation,” the source said. 

Interior Secretary Ronaldo 
Puno refused to give details of the 
negotiations but said the govern- 
ment applied “intense pressure” 
onthe kidnappers. 

He refused to elaborate, and 
merely quoted the familiar ex- 
pression, “What is sauce for the 
goose is sauce for the gander.” 

ün an interview with the InquiR- 
sn) Bossi said his kidnappers want- 
ефтпопеу before releasing him. 

They told me that they are 
asking ransom for P50 million," 
he said. But he said he did not 
knowifany ransom was paid. 


Trade secrets 

Senior Supt. Manuel Barcena, 
‘Zamboanga City police chief, said 
the government negotiators used 
“psy-war” (psychological war- 
fare) tactics in convincing the 
captors to release the priest. 

“We used psy-war ... that's in- 
cluded,” Barcena said. 

As to what exactly he told the 
captors which convinced them, 
Barcena did not зау. “I can't go in- 
to details because those are trade 
secrets,” he said. 

Western Mindanao police com- 
mander Chief Supt. Jaime Carin- 
gal also said they used an “un- 
common approach” during the 
negotiations but also refused to 
reveal what it was. 


When asked if "psy-war" was 
part of the police approach, 
Caringal said “yes ... its partly 
psy-war" 


Credit military pressure 

He also cited the “massive mili- 
tary operations” by the Armed 
Forces of the Philippines as a 
"pressure point." 

Barcena said the government 
adopted a “two-pronged” ap- 
proach to resolve the kidnapping 
through negotiations and mili- 
tary operations. 

“We strangled their move- 
ments so they could not move 
around. They were on the run a 
lot,” Barcena said. 

Barcena reportedly tapped for- 
mer Tuburan, Basilan Mayor Ha- 
jarun Jamiri, а former Moro Is- 
Tamic Liberation Front (MILF) 
commander, as chief negotiator 
to reach out to Boss's captors. 

Barcena was previously assigned. 
in Basilan and had fought Jamiri. 

‘source in Camp Crame who re- 
quested not to be named for securi- 
ty reasons said the military at one 
point was itching to grab (әлігі to 
force Bossis captors to release the 
priest, not knowing he was being 
used by Barcena. 


‘Board and lodging" 

Barcena is one of the most trust- 
ед men of Caringal, a member of 
the Philippine Military Academy 
(РМА) Class of 1976 and consid- 
егей an “intelligence expert,” а 
Camp Crame source said. 

‘Another government source 
said that while extreme pressure 
played a part in the release of 


‘THIS IS LA DOLCE VITA, no doubt for Father Bossi in Zamboanga City where he holds his first post- 
release press conference аз he takes in hot soup after subsisting on a diet of rice, salt and dried fish the 


past 39 days. 


Bossi, some monetary considera- 
tion also was a factor. 

“P4 million was handed to the 
abductors as board and lodging fee, 
thats the term used, but you know 
that its ransom,” the source said. 

“Board and lodging" is a term 
used in kidnapping negotiations 
to refer to "expenses" supposedly 
incurred by kidnappers in keep- 
ing their hostage. 

Тһе source did not say how the 
P4 million was handed to the kid- 
nappers—said to be members of 
an MILF “Lost Command" —but 
pointed out that those who nego- 
tiated for the “board and lodging” 
payment had no choice. 

Time was a key element but 
the bigger pressure in this case 


was to preserve the peace process 
between the government and the 
MILE the source said. 

The source said the information 
authorities had gathered was Bossi 
was really a target of rogue MILF 
elements, who were to hand him 
отегто the Abu Sayyaf Group. 

The source said the reason was 
obvious: A group was working on 
the collapse of the peace pro. 
cess—giving credence to suspi- 
cions of an alliance between 
some MILF factions and the ASG. 


Malacafiang emissary? 

“1 just don't know if the Italian 
government or the Philippine 
government gave ransom to the 
kidnappers,” Bossi said, when 


World leaders hail Father Bossi’s release 


From page Al 
comed Bossi, but it was tinged with 
a sense of remorse on Bossis part. 

“She congratulated me and then 
she told me that а lot of people 
died," the priest told reporters after 
her brief meeting with Ms Arroyo, 
‘which lasted less than five minutes. 

“I think that in a sense I feel re- 
sponsible,” he added. 

Bossi was referring to the 
death.of 14 Philippine Marines 
who were ambushed by Muslim 
gunmen on Basilan island on July 
10 as they were searching for 
Bossi, mistakenly thinking he was 
being held by his captors there. 

Earlier, in Zamboanga City, on 
first being told of the death of the 
Marines—10 of whom were be- 
headed—Bossi broke down and 
cried. 

“They were there looking for 
me and instead they were am- 
bushed and that disturbed me,” 
Bossi told Zamboanga reporters, 
between sobs. 


Mother in Milan 

He said he hoped to meet the. 
families of the slain Marines and 
that he was extending his "deepest 
condolences” to them. He also said 


he wanted to see what he could do 
to help the Marines’ families. 

Bossi also became emotional 
and cried again when asked how 
he felt on speaking on the phone 
to his 87-year-old mother, 
Amalia, in Milan, Italy, shortly af- 
ter his release. 

"Instead of me giving her a 
birthday present, 1 was the pre- 
sent," he said. "Ies like I feel my 
mother gave this present." 

In a statement which an aide 
read after she left Bossi following 
their meeting, Ms Arroyo said: 
"We rejoice over the safe release 
of Father Bossi. We thank our sol- 
diers, police and concerned civil- 
ians who valiantly worked for his 
freedom. Father Bossi is now іп 
good hands. We pray that he 
Could soon gather his strength 
and recover from his ordeal.” 

Ms Arroyo met Bossi in a photo 
event at the Palace reception hall, 
posing for television cameramen 
and newspaper photographers. 


‘My heart is still in Payao’ 
Ms Arroyo shook the priest's 
hand, talked with him briefly and 
then made her exit, proceeding to 
witness the inauguration of the 


Metro Manila Skyway project. 

Bossi, who belongs to the con- 
gregaton Pontifical Institute for 
Foreign Mission (PIME), stayed on 
at the Palace for another 30 min- 
мез, telling reporters how he 
leamed from a general about the 
death of the 14 Marines shortly af- 
ter he was released Thursday night. 

The Moro Islamic Liberation 
Front (MILF) has admitted killing 
the Marines in an encounter and 
denied its fighters beheaded the 
10 soldiers. Some military offi- 
cials blamed the beheading on 
the Abu Sayyaf bandits. 

Bossi said he looked forward to 
resuming his work as a mission- 
ary at Payao, іп Zamboanga 
Sibugay as early as next week if 
his superiors would agree. 

Given a chance; he still wants 
to go back to his parish. 

"The people of Payao are close. 
tomy heart,” he said. "My heart is 
still in Payao.” 


Day in the jungle 

A typical day was waking up in 
the morning at 4:30 or 5 o'clock, 
moving around and then arriving. 
atsome place at 7 o'clock at night, 
"when it was time to go to sleep." 


"It was difficult to sleep during 
the day because in the forest there 
area lot of mosquitoes. So we had 
to fight the mosquitoes, "he said. 

“1 was praying, thinking of all 
my friends, my family, what's go- 
ing on, the mind always working 
justto keep mealive.” 

Bossi said he lost between 30 
and 40 pounds due to the stress 
and to a diet of rice, fish and salt. 

Fr. Gianni Battista Sandalo, re- 
gional superior of PIME, was 
sleeping when his phone rang 
early morning yesterday. 

On the other line was Chief 
Supt. Jaime Caringal, Western 
Mindanao police director, relay- 
ing the good news to him: Bossi 
was a free man. 

“1 received a phone call telling 
me to proceed to the police head- 
quarters,” Sandalo said referring 
to Camp Batalla, the regional po- 
lice headquarters in Zamboanga. 


11 kidnappers 
It was at the headquarters that 
he saw his friend, looking very thin. 
“We found him along the high- 
way of Karomatan. He was some- 
what quite lost but we sensed 
that he knew he'll be freed," 
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asked about the rebels’ demands 
for money in exchange for his 
freedom. 

‘Authorities said no ransom 
was paid but an informant said a 
government emissary “close to 
Malacafiang” was in the area be- 
fore Bossi was released. 

“As far as I know, he was bring- 
ing an initial amount of P3 mil- 
lion. Maybe that’s for the emis- 
sary or for the boys,” the source 
said. 

Bossi apparently had a sense 
оп Thursday afternoon that his 
release was at hand. 

He said that about 5 p.m., he 
and some of his kidnappers start- 
ed to walk from Barangay Payong 
in Karomatan, Lanao del Norte, 


Caringal told the INQUIRER. 

Caringal said Bossi, clad in 
blue checkered polo shirt and 
slacks, was barefoot when gov- 
ernment security forces found 
him. 

“He told us he was suffering 
from LBM (loose bowel move- 
ment) and that he drank water 
from the river,” Caringal said. 

Recounting Boss's ordeal, 
Sandalo said: “Giancarlo told me 
that he was being held by 11 kid- 
nappers but as days go by, one by 
one, his captors abandoned him 
until only five people (were left) 
guarding him.” 

‘Asked who the abductors 
were, Sandalo said Bossi told him 
his captors identified themselves 
as from the Abu Sayyaf. 

But Caringal said authorities 
maintained that a "lost com- 
mand" from the MILF abducted 
Bossi 


Ex-mayor chief negotiator 

“They involved the Abdusalam 
brothers led by Akiddin Ab- 
dusslam and his brother Nur- 
wani, so basically his captors are 
members of the MILF renegade 
forces," he said. 


to the national highway. 

They reached the highway at 
around 7 p.m. 

“Actually I was escorted by my 
kidnappers toward the main 
road, we walked for about two 
hours last night,” Bossi told re- 
porters yesterday. 

Bossi said his kidnappers had 
identified themselves as mem- 
bers of the Abu Sayyaf. He identi- 
fied two of them as Abu Jaram 
and Abu Khalid. 

Bossi said he was never 
brought to Basilan and that dur- 
ing his 39 days in captivity, they 
stayed in Lanao del Norte. 

"(Afer) they took me from 
Payao (Zamboanga Sibugay), 
they brought me to Lanao ... We 
went to Karomatan by boat. Nev- 
егіп Basilan,” Bossi said in a mix- 
ture of Visayan and English. 


Never in Basilan 

Bossi said his kidnappers treated 
him well “but my problem was food. 
Sometimes, rice, salt, salted fish for 
breakfast, lunch and dinner” 

Bossi said he did not harbor ill 
feelings toward his captors and 
even told them he prayed at night 
for them. 

TF there was one thing Bossi liked 
about being in captivity, it was that 
he leamed to quit smoking. 

"used to smoke a lot, and then 
one night we were walking and 
we were asked to climb a moun- 
tain and when we reached the top 
of the mountain, my breathing 
was very heavy, зо I told myself 
that if | wanted to survive, with 
the little food, better stop smok- 
ing,” he said. 


‘The MILF has denied its forces 
were behind Bossi's kidnapping: 

Asked if ransom was paid, 
Caringal said he was not aware of 
money changing hands. 

Caringal said authorities 
linked up with former Tuburan, 
Basilan Mayor Hajarun Jamiri for 
help in the negotiations. 

“Communication (with Jamiri) 
became constant until finally he 
was freed,” Caringal said. (See 
story on Page Al.) 

Caringal also credited both the 
military and police operation for 
Bossi’ safe release. 

“Major operations in the area like 
Basilan and Sibugay helped in pres- 
suring the kidnappers,” he said. “In 
fact, some of the kidnappers gradu- 
ally abandoned their captive, and 
operations helped a lot in his early 
release,” Caringal said. 

‘Asked if Bossi had indeed been 
brought to Basilan, Caringal said 
he doubted it. 

“What he told me was that 
from the time he was captured, 
only once did they travel by sea. 
‘The rest of his days in captivity 
was in the hinterlands, so I doubt 
if Bossi was brought to Basilan,” 
Caringal said. 


Jonas NPA tag bolsters kin's fears; Army justifying disappearance 


From page Al 
had a penchant for blaming the 
Left for his elder brother's disap- 
pearance, and that Tolentino’s 
claim that Jonas was a member of 
the New People's Army did not 
come as a surprise. 

"General Tolentino is justifying 
the abduction of Jonas and is dis- 
regarding the laws,” JL, 33, said 
ina phone interview. 

JL echoed his mother Edita 
Burgos view that Tolentino's 
statement bolstered the family's 
suspicion that the military had 
the motive for the abduction said 
to have been pulled off by a group 
ofmen and a woman ata Quezon 
Ciry mall. 

“There is a clear motive of the 
state to abduct Jonas,” JL said of 
his 37-year-old brother, an agri- 
tulturist working among peas- 
ants in Bulacan. 

Tolentino told reporters on 
Thursday that Jonas was a 
member of the supposed NPA 
Front Committee 2 based in 
Bulacan. He said this was the 
finding of military investiga- 
tors. 

But JL said that with that kind 
of statement, Tolentino was not 
helping the Burgos family in its 
search for Jonas. 

“We're looking for Jonas, and 
hes been missing for 83 days. 
The least [Tolentino] can do is 
help us find him. Thats all we 
want,” JL said. 

The Burgoses have filed a 
habeas corpus petition at the 
Supreme Court and requested 


that it order the military to pro- 
duce Jonas. 


Army's proof 

Lt. Col Emesto Torres, 
spokesperson of the Army, said 
they had documents and “credi- 
ble* witnesses to back the claim. 
that Jonas was a member of the 
NPA. 

Edita Burgos, widow of the 

press freedom icon Joe Burgos, 
told reporters that the military 
should present the supposed 
proof. But Torres said the Army 
could turn over what it had only 
to the proper investigating bod- 
ies, 
Burgos said these disclosures 
by the Army indicated that it was 
“laying the groundwork for a sce- 
nario.” 

But JL said that even if his 
brother were a communist rebel, 
the military had no cause to seize 
him. 

"Even if it were true, does it 
justify the abduction of Jonas? 
Rapists, robbers and kidnappers, 
who committed heinous crimes, 
are given a day in court. If you're 
а suspected communist, you 
should be given a day in court be- 
cause we're in a democratic coun- 
try" he said. 

"Thats why we have laws," he 
added, citing Article 3, Section 1 
of the Bill of Rights, which states: 
“No person shall be deprived of 
life, liberty and property without 
due process of law, nor shall any 
person be denied of equal protec- 
tion of the laws." 


JLsaid that if the military hada 
case against Jonas, it should have 
taken him to court. 

“Under the Revised Penal 
Code, you are presumed innocent 
until proven guilty," he said. 

‘And Jonas is an activist, not a 
communist rebel, Л. said, 
adding: 

"What I know about the NPA 
rebel is that he operates outside 
of Metro Manila, and hes 
armed. When Jonas was seized, 
he was at a restaurant in a mall 
and wasn't armed. There was no 
way he could be armed inside a 
mall.” 

JL said that when he and Jonas 
went to the watering hole Con- 
spiracy Bar on Visayas Avenue in 
Quezon City a week before the 
latter's disappearance, his broth- 
er was not armed. 

“He's an activist. How can they 
say he's an NPA rebel?” JL said. 


Response to clamor 

Torres said the Army disclosed 
the supposed information on 
Jonas in order to respond to the 
“public clamor” for the military to 
get to the bottom of the activists 
disappearance. 

He echoed what Tolentino said 
on Thursday—that the Army 
checked on Jonas’ background on 
the suggestion of the Commission 
on Human Rights, аз а way of 
finding leads on why the activist 
жаз abducted. 

"When we looked at his back- 
ground, we found sufficient rea- 
sons to believe, like documents 


and witnesses to attest to the fact. 
that he has links with the NPA,” 
"Torres told reporters. 

He declined to name the wit- 
nesses but said they were “credi- 
ble.” 

He said the documents held by 
the Army had “something to do 
with the organization” and that 
these all pointed to Jonas’ in- 
volvement in the NPA. 

Among the information gath- 

гей by the Army was that Jonas 

ined the NPA in the "late 905, 
and that today he plays a "signifi 
cant" role in it, Torres said. 

He said Jonas’ rise in the orga- 
nization had been a quick climb. 

He also said the latest state- 
ments of Edita Burgos were “ех- 
pected,” considering that she had 
accused the Army of being behind 
her son's disappearance. 


Enemy of the state 

Asked whether membership in 
the NPA made Jonas a target of 
the military, Torres said: "am not 
singling out Jonas Burgos, but the 
organization is the enemy of the 
state because itis taking up arms 
against the government.” 

But in а separate interview, 
Edita Burgos said the background 
ofher son was irrelevant.” 

“They have no papers to prove 
that he is a member of the NPA. 
How would I know that unless 

"they show me a report,” she told 
reporters when asked about the 
Army's daim. 

Told that the Army had 

claimed to have credible witness- 


ез to back its claim, she retorted: 
“Does that mean that because 
they can prove it, what they did 
was tight?” 

Pointing out that this was the 
third time Tolentino had spoken 
about her son's alleged ties with 
the NPA, Burgos said the military 
appeared to be “laying the 
groundwork for another an- 
nouncement." 

"Whatever that is, 1 stand pat 
that whatever a person's back- 
ground is, its irrelevant. What 
they did is against the law" she 
said. 

She also said it was "so easy for 
people to label [other] people, 
but they're not supporting their 
statements.” 

She added that what the Army 
needed to answer now was the 
question of Jonas’ whereabouts. 
‘Demonization’ 

The militant Kilusang Mag- 
bubukid ng Pilipinas (KMP) ex- 
pressed agreement with the Bur- 
gos family's views. 

“Тһе AFPs demonization of 
Jonas is a desperate attempt to 
justify (his) abduction. General 
"Tolentino and company are really 
getting desperate in finding an al- 
ibi to escape blame and punish- 
ment," KMP chair Rafael Mariano 
said ina statement. 

Mariano also said Tolentino's 
“grossly malicious statement" 
had added insult to injury. 

KOMP secretary general Danilo 
Ramos agreed: “Does it mean 
that if you are an NPA member, 


the military can just abduct, tor: 
ture and kill you? This seems to 
be the line of reasoning that Gen- 
eral Tolentino would like to im- 
plement. It is no wonder that he 
has no regard for human rights." 


Red Lancer’s owner 

At the National Bureau of In- 
vestigation, Regional Director 
Ruel Lasala said the owner of one 
of the vehicles allegedly used in 
Jonas’ abduction had promised to 
help in the probe. 

Lasala, head of the NBI Nation- 
al Capital Region, said Renato Al- 
faro, an overseas Filipino worker 
from Nueva Ecija, would be invit- 
ed to make a statement on the 
ownership of a red box-type Mit- 
subishi Lancer (WAM 155). 

"Upon verification with the 
Land ‘Transportation Office, [we 
found that the car—allegedly 
one of vehicles used in the abduc- 
tion of Burgos—was registered 
under his (Alfaros) 2 
Lasala told reporters. 

Lasala said Alfaro was “willing 
to take the lie-detector test, if 
needed,” 

He quoted Alfaro as saying that 
"he had no affiliation with any or- 
ganization, and had no idea why 
his car was being linked to the 
сазе” 

Ап informant had earlier said 
the other vehicle, a maroon Toy- 
ога Altis with Plate No. XBC 881, 
маз a staff car assigned to To- 
lentino, the Army chief—a claim 
that Tolentino denied. With are- 
port from Tina б. Santos 
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BSP worried as peso hits 7-year high of 44.80 to US$ 


iy" he said in a text message to 
this reporter, echoing comments he made in 
June. 

Since the start of the year, the peso has ap- 
preciated by close to 8 percent against the US 
dollar, making it the second-best performing 
currency in Asia this year against the dollar. It 
has risen 9.44 percent, compared with the In- 
dian rupee’s 9.76-percent climb. 

The peso opened yesterday at P44.99, 
above the psychological resistance of P45 that 
‘was also breached the previous day. 

‘Trading at the PDS was brisk with $517 
million changing hands. 

“The peso is buoyed by equity-related in- 
flows and is moving up against the US dollar 
like the other regional currencies,” Tetangco 
said 


No currency control 

Earlier this week, Aboitiz Power Corp. 
raised $221 million in the biggest initial pub- 
lic offering (IPO) so far this year. 

Broadcaster GMA Network Inc. is expected 
to raise $170 million іп an ІРО later this 
month and property developer Vista Land & 
Liféscapes will soon be making the country's 
biggest secondary share issue of around $459 
million. 

‘According to traders, the peso was also 
buoyed by comments made earlier by Finance 
Secretary Margarito В. Teves, who predicted 
that the peso's value would continue to rise 
оп the back of strong macroeconomic funda- 
mentals. 

But the finance chief ruled out any form of 
currency controls to influence the peso in ei- 
ther direction, adding to the bullish senti- 
ment. 

HSBC treasurer Jose Arnulfo Veloso said 
the local currency may appreciate further, but 
said that any rapid appreciation would be dif- 
ficult to sustain. 

“It may not be sustained because it's supply 
driven,” he said, explaining that it was pri- 
marily dollar inflows meant to participate in 
initial public offerings in the stock market 
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that are driving the peso higher. 

Veloso concurred with the central bank's 
assessment of the risks related to the curren- 
суз rapid appreciation. 

"The speed of the rise causes instability in 
transactions of exporters,” he said. In particu- 
lar, rapid appreciation of the currency may 
lead to businessmen concluding a deal at a 
certain price only to be confronted with a dif- 
ferent exchange rate when the time comes to 
settle the payment. 

“А stable appreciation is better," he said. 

Traders said they expect the peso to test the. 
P44.50 level next week, but not before a slight 
correction to account for profit taking. 


Record OFW remittances 

The peso has been climbing all year on the 
back of record overseas remittances from Fil- 
ipinos working abroad and foreign portfolio 
inflows. This month's rally has been driven 
partly by foreign fund inflows into share of- 
fers by local firms. 

А view that the central bank would tolerate 
a higher peso and expectations of a widening 
current account surplus have also helped. 

“1 guess this will look good for the State of 
the Nation Address next week for the Presi- 
dent. I have a hunch they won't intervene,” а 
trader said. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo is due to de- 
liver the address on Monday. 

The BSP was suspected of buying dollars 
this week to curb the peso's strength. It inter- 
venes from time to time in the market, ac- 
cording to dealers. 

In June, Tetangco said he was concerned 
that the peso's rise would cause volatility. His 
remarks were viewed as an attempt to brake 
the currency’ fast ascent. 

Luz Lorenzo of ATR Kim-Eng Securities 
said Tetangco was concerned about the pace 
rather than the direction of the peso and 
тайег than introduce capital controls the 
monetary authority would continue to open 
up its capital account. 

"The pace, they like it to change gradually 
whether it is an appreciation or decrease," 


ONAROLL: The peso has been climbing all year on the back of record overseas remittances 


flows. This month's rally has been 


п partly by foreign fund inflows into share offers by local firms. 


Firm in $250-M scam 
has no license, says SEC 


From page Al 


a formal complaint. 

“The problem with investigations like this 
is that the investors usually back out once 
they get paid,” Barin said. 

Last month, the Bangko Sentral ng Pilip- 
inas (BSP) issued a warning against investing 
іп foreign exchange trading schemes, saying 
that the promised returns carried significant 
risks which unsophisticated investors may be 
unaware of. 

Barin said the SEC and the BSP are working 
together to clamp down on foreign exchange 
trading scams, but admitted that their efforts 
were being hobbled by “roadblocks.” 

‘The central bank earlier said it had no juris- 
diction over foreign exchange trading firms 
since the products they offered were not fu- 
tures derivative instruments in the strict sense 
ofthe word. 

This prompted the SEC to assume jurisdic- 
tion over the forex trading industry. But the 
state regulator found itself stymied after the 
Supreme Court affirmed a decision of the 
lower courts, overturning the cease and desist 
order against PIPC. 

The PIPC case came to light when its gener- 
al manager, Cristina Gonzalez-Tuason, wrote 
the National Bureau of Investigation (NBI) 
the other day, seeking help from the Interpol 
in tracing the whereabouts of Liew, the owner 
of Performance Investments Products Corp. in 
the British Virgin Islands (Performance In- 
vestment, BVI). 

Liew is also president of PIPC, the local 
subsidiary of Performance Investment, BVI. 

In her letter to the NBI, Tuason said Liew 
had “unlawfully taken the money” of Perfor- 
mance Investments BVI “to the grave preju- 


dice of its investors,” including herself. 
She asked the NBI to help in Liew’s arrest and 
to “retrieve the funds that he unlawfully took” 


540,000 minimum 

PIPC investors were asked to invest a mini- 
mum of $40,000 each and asked to identify a 
pair of currencies where they would like to 
place their investments. They gain or lose 
from the appreciation or depreciation of the 
currencies transacted. 

The firm guaranteed an average of 12 per- 
cent return per annum and profits were then 
wired to individual investors’ accounts in dif- 
ferent banks. 

The past several weeks, however, investors 
failed to get their updates, prompting them to 
complain to the PIPC. 

Early this week, investors were told that 
Liew had absconded with their money and 
that the back accounts which held their in- 
vestments had been emptied and closed. 

‘According to Tuason, she and other PIPC 
employees tried to contact the Performance 
Investments BVI office in Singapore and were 
told that the funds had been invested in three 
different banks and that one account in Hong 
Kong had already been closed by Liew. 

She said only $2 million in investors’ funds 
have been recovered. 


Offices in Japan, India, China 

Yesterday, Tuason released a statement say- 
ing that Performance Investments offices in 
Japan, India and China have also closed down. 

She said that "investors of PIPC іп Shang- 
hai, India and Japan, also expressed alarm 
‘over the fate of their investments especially as 
the majority owner of the firm, Michael Н. К. 
Liew, had apparently disappeared." 


"They have taken steps and there are con- 
tinuing attempts to open the capital account, 
loosening requirements, allowing limits to go 
up. Their concern is expressed through these 
changes in foreign exchange policy.” 

Gains in Asia 

The peso, Indonesian rupiah and 
Malaysian ringgit led the gains in Asia, each 
rising between a quarter and half a percent, 
as worries over subprime mortgages pinned 
the US dollar near record lows against the eu- 
ro and weighed on credit markets. 

‘Those worries stayed at the fore after Fed 
Chair Ben Bernanke said on Thursday losses 
оп these subprime loans could hit $100 bil- 
lion and threaten consumer spending. 

"That has become more a credit-spreads 
and rates story. So there's some selling of dol- 
lars in Asia,” said a trader in Singapore. 

Buta view that the dollar had already been 
sold aggressively—it has hit multi-year lows 
against high-yielders such as sterling and kiwi 
this week—led markets to look elsewhere. 

With a report from Reuters 
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- at least fifteen (15) but below (18) years of age 
on or before October 29, 2007; 


if you are: 


- actually residing in the barangay for at least 
six (6) months on election day; 


- not otherwise disqualified by law 


go to the Office of the Election Officer of 
the city/municipality where you reside 


Registration period.... 


July 15 - 


Present any of these: 


- Certificate of Live Birth 


- Baptismal Certificate 


Register 


A public service announcement 2 
by the Office of the President, 
National Youth Commission 


22, 2007 


- School records 
- any other document that 
will establish identity and 
other qualification 
AS nU * 
Now! Æ 
о 


Text COMELEC (Space) your message and send to 2960 

or call COMELEC Election and Barangay Affairs Department at 527-3137 

and COMELEC Education and Information Department at 527-0821 
wwwyouth.net.ph 
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МОТ А5МООТН SAILING: All kinds of protests are being planned for Monday when 
President Arroyo delivers her State of the Nation Address. The use of paper boats refer to Ms 
Arroyo's Sona in 2001 when three boys from Payatas wrote letters about their plight and 
loaded these on a paper boat and set them sailing on the Pasig River hoping to catch Ms 


Arroyo's attention. 
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Why no Sona, if there's ... 


From page Al 
driguez, a first termer who is a lawyer. 


House positions all vacant 

As the last Congress ended on June 30, all 
positions in the House are vacant, 

Rodriguez said that under those circum- 
stances, it would be irregular for the Presi- 
dent to address Congress as “there will be no 
House of Representatives to address.” 

However, Davao City Rep. Prospero No- 
grales, the outgoing majority leader, has said 
it would be “close to impossible" for the 
House not to be able to elect a Speaker in time 
for the President's Sona at 4 p.m. on Monday. 

But if worst comes to worst, a congressman 
could be designated to act as the chamber's 
presiding officer, "but that’s not even think- 
able,” said Nograles, who's also a lawyer. 

The post is being contested by outgoing 
Speaker Jose de Venecia of Lakas and Cebu 
Rep. Pablo Garcia of Kampi, who are both 
from the majority coalition. 


Viva voce or secret voting? 

‘The two camps also differ on how the elec- 
tion, scheduled for the morning of Monday, 
should be conducted, 

De Venecia and his party want it done viva 
voce, according to existing House rules. 

The Garcia camp is pkoposing an amend- 
ment to the rules, one that will allow a secret 
vote, ostensibly to ensure that members are 
able to vote independently, without fear of 
reprisal or of offending colleagues. 

Opposition lawmakers, who met in a cau- 
cus at the Club Filipino yesterday, said the de- 
bate over how to proceed with the election 
could eat up the time after the opening on 
Monday resulting in a failure to elect a leader 
in time forthe Sona. 

“We are very concerned because there is a 
strong possibility of a tumultuous session. We 
are looking at a leaderless majority quarreling 
among themselves,” said Parafiaque Rep. Roi- 
lo Golez, who called on the majority coalition 
to get its act together and make a decision оп 
who should be Speaker over the weekend. 


GMA to step in 

"This is the first time we have a situation 
like this... the President may not be able to 
deliver her Sona,” Golez said. 

Golez said even if the House were to opt to 
appoint an interim Speaker, that decision 


could also take time. 

But party-list lawmaker Rep. Crispin Bel- 
tran believes Ms Arroyo would eventually 
step in and settle the row between De Venecia 
and Garcia, “inevitably” choosing De Venecia. 

Beltran said Ms Arroyo has kept her cards close 
to her chest for this long as a "means to extract 
more promises from De Venecia that there will be 
Jess hurdles in the passage of Malacafiang’s prior- 
ity measures in the 14th Congress.” 

“Its dead certain that Malacafiang will not 
allow the speakership row unsettled before 
Monday,” when the President delivers her 
Sona, he said 

Beltran said Malacafiang cannot afford to 
allow a "Speaker-less" scenario оп Sona day 
as “this will further expose the administration 
to greater political crisis.” 


Bitter exchanges 

‘The bitter exchanges between the warring. 
De Venecia and Garcia camps continued yes- 
terday. 

Manila Rep. Amado Bagatsing, a member 
of Kampi and a Garcia ally, yesterday said that 
De Venecia's pronouncements over a radio 
Station for a term-sharing scheme between 
him and Garcia "all but confirmed that De 
Venecia does not have the numbers to win a 
fifth term as House leader." 

“This immoral term-sharing proposal by De 
Venecia shows thét he is panicking, that he 
does not have the support of 180 or so con- 
gressmen as he claims," Bagatsing said. 

Bagatsing said the House has been severely 
damaged as an institution during De Venecia's 
12 years as Speaker. A new Speaker is needed 
зо the House can turn a new leaf, he said. 

He claimed that lawmakers from several 
other parties like the Nationalist Peoples’ Coali- 
tion (NPC), Nacionalista Party (NP), Liberal 
Party, and some from the ruling Lakas-CMD 
and the opposition were for secret balloting 


GMA body language 

‘An ally of De Venecia's on the other hand 
said the President has cast her lot with De 
Venecia, which she supposedly showed when 
she attended a dinner hosted by the Speaker 
for incoming House members on Thursday. 

"Even without the after-dinner speeches 
and statements, the President showed clearly 
that [De Venecia] has her blessings,” said Ce- 
bu City Rep. Raul del Mar. 

“Her body language says it all Del Mar said. 
With a report from Christian V Esguerra 


Senior moment for Lim ... 


From pageAl 


Manila,” surprising everyone in yesterday's 
meeting of the Metro Manila Mayors League. 

“They can’t just barge into people's 
homes without an arrest warrant,” he said 
to the confusion of fellow mayors and jour- 
пайыз. 

Slowly it hit them. The 77-year-old Lim 
was talking about “zona,” the Japanese 
wartime practice of “zoning” or rounding up 
the menfolk in communities in search of sus- 
pected dissidents. 

Lim was about to continue his tirade when 
Makati Mayor Jejomar Binay whispered in his 
ear that the question was actually about Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo's State of the Nation 
‘Address (Sona) on Monday. 

Laughter rang out as Lim, realizing his mis- 
take, shifted his attention to the subject at 
hand. 


Japanese era 

“Kayo kasi e, dinyo naabutan yung panahon 
ng Hapon (That's because you weren't even 
born during the Japanese era)," Binay joked 
afterward. 

“Акша niyo di ko alam ang State of the Na- 
tion Address? (You think I didn't know about 
the State of the Nation Address?) Di ba may 
zona rin naman hanggang ngayon (Isn't zon- 
ing still being practiced up to now?" Lim re- 
torted gamely. 

Ошу seven of 17 mayors showed up in yes- 
terdays meeting: Binay, Lim, Wenceslao 
‘Trinidad of Pasay, JV Ejercito of San Juan, To- 
bias Tiangco of Navotas, Aldrin San Pedro of 
‘Muntinlupa and Jaime Medina of Pateros. 

Binay said they decided to meet in order 
to fill the void left by the previous league's 
president, former Manila Mayor Lito 
‘Atienza, who was recently appointed envi- 


ronment secretary. 

‘The meeting was held at the Makati City 
Hall. And since they lacked a quorum, Binay 
said they would just hold caucuses on certain 
issues which affect Metro Manila. 


President's prerogative 

During the press conference, the mayors 
were asked questions on several national is- 
sues. 

For instance, they were asked to comment 
on Atienza's appointment to head the Depart- 
ment of Environment and Natural Resources. 
Most agreed this was the President's preroga- 
tive. 

“Good luck and best wishes to him. It’s a big 
job. Right now, we can't question the Presi- 
dent's appointment until Lito (Atienza) actu- 
ally performs his job," Trinidad said. "Like 
they say the proof of the pudding is in the eat- 
ing? 

"The mayors were also asked about the tim- 
ing of the release of kidnapped Italian mis- 
sionary Giancarlo Bossi which occurred three 
days before the President's Sona. 

“We'll all be speculating about what she'll 
be saying, but we hope she will finally address 
issues like the extrajudicial killings of mili- 
tants, media and people from the opposition," 
Binay said. 


Counter-Sona 
Ejercito said opposition groups would be 
a “counter-Sona,” to answer the “feel 
good" statements that they were expecting in 
the President's speech. 

For his part, Lim said he thought the Bossi 
rescue to be a genuine accomplishment of 
those who negotiated for the priest’ release. 

Binay, however, said: “If he was rescued, 
that would have been a real accomplishment, 
buthe was released.” 
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Zamora to lead House opposition 


By Norman Bordadora 


SAN JUAN REP RONALDO ZAMORA 
will be leading the opposition in the 
House of Representatives in the new 
Congress, as the contenders for speak- 
ег in the majority coalition have 
agreed to allow an amendment to the 
rules so that opposition members can 
vote for the minority leader from 
among themselves. 

Under existing House rules, the 
second placer in the speakership race 
automatically becomes the minority 
leader. 

But opposition legislators said 
Speaker Jose de Venecia and Cebu 
Rep. Pablo Garcia, who are battling. 
for the speakership, have given а 
guarantee that the opposition would 
be able to vote separately for the mi- 
nority leader after the speakership 
vote on Monday. 

Opposition members said they 
have reached a consensus to choose 
Zamora, a former executive secretary 


of deposed President Joseph Estrada. 


Consensus 

“The choice was made as early as 
Wednesday. The three contenders 
reached a consensus among them- 
selves and that consensus was pre- 
sented to the members of the minori- 
ty” said one opposition member, 

“Its confirmed. We chose Ronnie 
Zamora as the minority leader,” an- 
other opposition lawmaker said. 

With just 30 or so members in the 
House, the opposition has conceded 
the majority position to the adminis- 
tration coalition which has almost 
200 lawmakers. 

Nor is there any chance for the op- 
position to finish second in the speak- 
ership fight as De Venecia's Lakas par- 
tyhas about 100 members while Gar- 
cia's Kampi has more than 50. 

The opposition is therefore 
pushing for an amendment to the 
rules that would allow the opposi- 
tion to vote separately for the mi- 


ap 
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nority leader. 

Cagayan de Oro Rep. Rufus Ro- 
driguez said the De Venecia and Garcia. 
camps have agreed to allow an amend- 
ment to the rules so members of the op- 
position can vote the minority leader. 

“after the voting for the speaker, 
there will be a separate voting for the 
majority leader and for the minority 
leader," Rodriguez said. 

The three contenders for the lead- 
ership of the minority are Zamora, 
Parafiaque Rep. Roilo Golez and par- 
ty-list legislator Joel Villanueva of the 
Citizens Battle Against Crime. 

Golez said that while the opposi- 
tion has already reached a consensus 
on the minority leader, the identity of 
the chosen one was being withheld. 

“We'll make the announcement at 
the proper time,” Golez said ata news 
conference after a caucus at the Club 
Filipino yesterday. 

Zamora attended the caucus but 
left without speaking to reporters be- 
fore the news conference started. 
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Spiked 


ORGET ABOUT THAT STORY ABOUT SIOPAO 
E with cardboard mixed with meat. That has 
been exposed as a cheap stunt pulled off by a free- 
Jance television reporter, who has since been detained by 
Chinese authorities. But not those chewy White Rabbit 
Creamy Candies, or at least not yet, even if the Chinese 
manufacturer swears by its products and threatens to sue 
the local Bureau of Food and Drugs 
EDITORIAL for banning their sale. 

The BFAD earlier this week ordered 
a stop to the importation and sale of the White Rabbit 
candies made by Guan Sheng Yuan Group Co., the Milk 
Candies of Romanticfish Food Industry Co., the grape bis- 
cuits of Dongguan Bairong Foodstuff Co. and Dongguan 
Yongkang Food Co. The BFAD said tests done on samples 
of these candies and biscuits imported from China indi- 
cated that they contained formaldehyde, a preservative 
often used by embalmers. It ordered distributors and re- 
tailers of these products to take them off the shelves with- 
in 30 days. Prolonged use of the chemical could lead to 
cancer of the lungs, according to health experts. 

The manager of the candy-making firm, however, said in- 
dependent tests had yielded no traces of the chemical. “Our 
products have passed tests with strict standards,” he said. 

Maybe. But those White Rabbit candies were among 
more than 800 products imported from China being test- 
ed for contamination by the agency, and they were among 
the only four found to be laced with formaldehyde so far. 
So, why would the agency single out these particular can- 
dies and cookies for banning? 

Тһе fact is that thousands of Chinese products are now 
under the microscope in many countries, not only for shod- 
dy workmanship but also for shady manufacturing prac- 
tices that ‘could prove harmful, if not fatal, to consumers. 
Questions about the quality of Chinese exports started to 
crop up after American motorists complained about the 
poor performance of tires made in China. Then, a total of 16 
cats and dogs were reported to have died in the United 
States after being fed with pet foods imported from China. 
"Tests later showed that the pet foods contained melamine, a 
substance used in lamination and adhesive materials. 

Far worse was what happened in Panama, where 93 
persons died from poisoning after drinking Chinese- 
made cough preparations. The medicines were found to 
contain diethylene glycol, a material used in refrigeration 
and air-conditioning. Ingestion of the chemical leads to 
kidney and liver damage. 

Diethylene glycol has also been found in Chinese-made 
toothpaste sold locally, according to the BFAD. The sale of 
toothpaste: from China is now prohibited in North and 
South America. 

The situation is much worse inside China. Newsweek in 
a recent article quoted an Asian Development Bank esti- 
mate putting at 300 million the number of Chinese suffer- 
ing from food-borne diseases every year. The magazine 
also reported several horror stories told by Chinese con- 
sumer advocates about food additives that lowered men’s 
sperm counts, soy sauce containing arsenic, and fast- 
foods spiked with hormones that resulted in 6-year-old 
boys growing facial hair, and 7-year-old girls developing 
breasts. Tainted infant formula has also been blamed for 
the death of at least 50 babies and left 200 others mal- 
nourished, Newsweek reported. 

То their credit, Chinese officials seem to be keenly 
aware of the problem and are moving to address it. The 
Chinese agency tasked with ensuring product quality and 
safety has said that from December last year up to May 
this year, it had shut down 180 factories after discovering 
23,000 food products that were either substandard or 
tainted with harmful chemicals. And as if to show how se- 
rious it is about enforcing quality standards, the Chinese 
government executed last week the first chief of the Chi- 
па State Food and Drug Administration for approving the 
sale of fake medicines in exchange for bribes. 

Chinese authorities say they have made significant 
headway in enforcing quality standards, noting that the 
proportion of products that passed recently was the high- 
est ever. An earlier government survey showed that less 
than 1 percent of food exported—but 20 percent of prod- 
ucts sold in the domestic market—was substandard. 

But a 99 percent passing mark is not good enough, es- 
pecially when it comes to food. Indeed it should serve no- 
tice both to Philippine regulatory agencies and to the buy- 
ing public to be doubly wary about buying Chinese foods, 
medicines, toothpaste and similar products. Until such 
imports are cleared locally, the rule should be: Better safe 
than sorry. 
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The memoirs of Geronimo Z. Velasco 


PHILIPPINE ADMINISTRATIONS LOVE TO AN- 
chor their legitimacy on the total demonization 
of a past regime. They see nothing worth pursu- 
ing in their predecessor's policies and programs, 
finding them corrupt to the core, and preferring 
to dismantle everything. Our political system 
seems to thrive on an ethic of discontinuity 

We have, for instance, succeeded in depicting 
the 14 years of the Marcos dictatorship as the 
darkest moment in our nation’s history—a peri- 
ой to be remembered singularly for its unparal- 
leled corruption, oppressiveness and venality. 
‘And yet, strangely enough, successive post-Edsa 
governments chose to retain many powers con- 
tained in countless Marcos decrees, virtually nor- 
malizing, in effec, the practices of an authoritar- 
іал system. Presidential Decree 1177, which ex- 
empts appropriations for debt service from con- 
gressional scrutiny and debate, is one of these. 

Certainly we should never forget the monu- 
mental abuse of state power committed by the 
regime in the name of security and develop- 
ment. But we would never understand the per- 
sistence of authoritarian regimes if we saw 
them as standing solely on a platform of un- 
remitting evil: Wasn't there really anything 
worth keeping in that demonic regime—out- 
side of Imelda Marcos’ 5,000 pairs of shoes? 

‘These recurring thoughts visited me again 
the other day when I learned that former ener- 
gy minister Geronimo Z. Velasco had died. He 
was one of the brightest minds in the Marcos 
Cabinet, a technocrat who led the country’s 
quest for energy self-reliance from the early 
"70s until the collapse of the Marcos regime in 
the mid-'80s. He retreated from public life af- 
ter 1986, traveling to distant places, writing 
his memoirs and playing his cello. A shared 
fondness for books brought us together in 
2001, and we quickly became good friends. He 
had read my critique of the Marcos years and 
was keen to offer his comments. I was curious 
to know what it was like to work with Marcos. 
Our conversations prompted him to publish his 
‘memoirs into a book, “Trailblazing: The Quest 


Randy David 


for Energy Self Reliance” (Anvil, 2006). 

This book will disappoint those who are 
looking for more reasons to flog а regime we 
overthrew 21 years ago. This is nota lurid kiss- 
and-tell account, or an inside story of the snake 
pit that was supposed to be Malacafiang in 
those heady days of the conjugal dictatorship. 
‘These are not the confessions of a Marcos lack- 
ey wishing to unburden himself. These are the 
notes of a willful technocrat who refuses to 
completely withdraw into the solitude of ironic 
‘wisdom. For Ronnie Velasco, there is nothing 
gratifying about being proven right when the 
Costs of repeated mistakes are to be borne by 
successive generations. 

"These are the reflectioht of someone who 
маз once entrusted with enough powers so he 
could put together a modern and self-reliant 
energy infrastructure that is essential to any 
nation’s economic development. He із ag- 
grieved to see how the profitable state corpora- 
tions he painstakingly built were run aground 
after 1986, then pronounced dysfunctional, 
and finally to be sold to foreign buyers. 

He argues the case for nuclear power with 
such clarity that, on reading his book, I had to 
review the rational basis of my own youthful 
opposition to the Bataan Nuclear Power Plant 
(BNPP) in the 1970s. He believes that the 
charges of corruption that plagued the project, 
justified as they were, so clouded the air that it 
became impossible to think objectively about 
nuclear power and its merits. He feels that sci- 
ence was fatally trumped by politics at every 
tum. He is convinced that nuclear energy ге- 
mains a viable alternative to fossil fuel, and has 


become more so in the light of the recent phe- 
nomenal rise in crude ой prices. 

Instead of signifying the country’s leap to 
modemity, the ВМРЕ which was his baby, be- 
came the symbol of everything that was corrupt 
and wrong about the Marcos regime. So power- 
ful was the imagery of the plant as a toxic monu- 
ment to a dictator's folly that it became impossi- 
ble for the Aquino government to do anything 
but mothball the plant. We had borrowed $2.1 
billion over a 10-year period to pay for the plant, 
and now we were going to put it in the freezer. 
‘Then in the same breath we would tell our credi- 
tors we were going to honor all the debts in- 
curred despite the supposed collusion between 
the regime and its foreign suppliers, “Where is 
the commonsense there?” Velasco asks. 

The plant was ready to fire; the fuel rods had 
been delivered. But for a strange, last-minute 
demand from a US mission to take a final look 
at the site, the plant would have been commis- 
sioned by December 1985. The 620 megawatts 
it was expected to generate would have fulfilled 
the country's goal to bring down dependence on 
imported oil то 50 percent by 1986. 

The chapter on the BNPP explains the price 
escalation, the safety features of the plant and 
the meticulous training of Filipino personnel 
to operate the plant and handle emergencies. 
It mentions but doesn't take up the issue of cor- 
ruption, however, in particular the role of Her- 
minio Disini who brokered the deal. The con- 
tract with Westinghouse was signed in Febru- 
ary 1976. Minister Velasco was put in charge of 
the projectin October 1977. 

‘Amore complete account of the Marcos years 
will have to tell the kind of story that Velasco 
tells in his book. Those years were not all about 
primitive accumulation through corruption, 
‘They were also about the painful attempts of 
nameless public servants to expand the coun- 
пуз productive base and build an economy 
based on modern industry and technology. 
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Tax amnesty bill’s ‘quiet’ passage into law 


IT TOOK THEM NINE YEARS, BUT THEY DID 
it. They finally succeeded in pushing a tax 
amnesty bill into law. And it was зо quietly (the 
more accurate word may be “sneakily”) done 
that I didn’t even know it until I read it in one 
of the newspapers a couple of days ago—the 
implementing rules and regulations (IRR) for 
the tax amnesty law are already being pre- 
pared and will be released very soon. 

By "they" of course, I mean the lawmakers 
of the land who wanted the law in the first 
place. And, apparently, they got the consent of 
otherwise rational senators from both admin- 
{stration and opposition such as Joker Arroyo, 
Sergio Osmefia Ш, Franklin Drilon, Alfredo 
Lim, Rodolfo Biazon and Edgardo Angara 
(they all signed). Ironically, Ramon "Bong" Re- 
villa Jr, who had authored his own version of a 
tax amnesty ЫП, dissented. But Jose Jinggoy” 
Estrada signed the bill, although with "reserva- 
tions"; and so did Aquilino "Nene" Pimentel, 
with the notation "may amend." I will have to 
find out from Osmefia why he, who almost sin- 
gle-liandedly staved off the tax amnesty moves 
in 2000, finally caved in, 

But why did the tax amnesty bill succeed 
now, when it failed in previous attempts? There 
were at least three factors that might have con- 
tributed to its passage. First, the bill seemed to 
have been supported by some very important 
businessmen, who stood to gain a lot from the 
amnesty provisions. Couple this fact with the 
matter of timing: 2007 being an election year, 
those in Congress who would have normally 
fought the tax amnesty tooth and nail might 
have been too busy focusing on their campaigns 
to do battle—or might have needed campaign 
funding so much (with businessmen ready and 
willing to help for a quid pro quo) that they will 
ingly sacrificed their principles. 

‘At the same time, members of the media, 
who again under normal circumstances would 
have been scrutinizing the tax amnesty bill 
with a fine-tooth comb, had too many other, 
and sexier issues to report on and analyze. 
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The third factor was the manner in which it 
became law. Had President Macapagal-Arroyo 
signed the bill or vetoed it, there would at least 
have been some media and public attention. 
But she neither signed nor vetoed it. She did 
exactly nothing. Which by law meant, unfor- 
tunately, that the bill automatically became 
part of the law of the land after a time lapse of 
60 days—in this case, May 24, 2007. With no 
опе, or scarcely anyone, the wiser except those 
who were following it closely. 

Tris to the credit of the Department of Finance 
that it stood against the bill, or at least the ver- 
sion approved by both Houses of Congress—and 
asked the President formally to veto it. According 
toa copy of an internal DOF memo, which Secre- 
tary Margarito Teves endorsed, “a tax amnesty as 
a fiscal policy tool should be considered with ex- 
treme caution because itis generally perceived to 
be indicative of a weak tax administration and 
enforcement system. It із also perceived as re- 
‘warding tax cheats and reinforcing their behav- 
ior, while ‘penalizing’ compliant taxpayers for 
their good tax ethics.” 

The DOF memo also cited actual Philippine 
experience with past tax amnesties: they gen- 
erated an average of only 2 percent of total col- 
lections, with no evident expansion in the 
number of taxpayers. And finally, it pointed 
ош the negative implications of the enrolled 
Dill, with its very broad coverage. (The tax 
amnesty declared by President Cory Aquino in 
1986 was for unpaid income taxes; whereas 
the current tax amnesty covers all national in- 
ternal revenue taxes, whether or not subject to 
assessment notices, as well as those subject of 


tax cases pending in courts.) 

Even curioser is that the Bureau of Internal 
Revenue also expressed concern with the final 
version of the enrolled tax amnesty bill-1 
don't know whether the agency also asked for 
а veto—and estimated the negative effect on 
its potential collectibles. For example, as of 
Dec. 31, 2005 (the tax amnesty covers the tax- 
able year 2005 and prior years), the BIR esti 
mates that ifthe taxpayers involved in the defi- 
ciency tax assessments amounting to P46 bil- 
lion were to avail of the tax amnesty, it would 
be able to collect at most Р6 billion, versus the 
P10 billion to P19 billion it could collect under 
compromise agreements. 

The BIR also estimates that the same thing 
would happen with cases involving disputed 
assessments now pending in the courts, all in- 
volving a total of P71 billion. The tax amnesty, 
it says, would result in a total collection of less 
than P200 million. 

But if both the DOF and the BIR were 
against the bill, why did it even get certified in 
the first place? Two reasons: one is that a gen- 
eral tax amnesty was part of the President's 
2004 Sona, and the agencies were "forced-to- 
good,” in blackjack parlance. And the other 
was that they had put "safety nets" in the origi- 
nal version of the bill, which, they hoped, 
would maximize the gain and minimize the 
loss. 

But, as usual, the version that they preferred 
got mangled beyond recognition in the Senate, 
the House, and finally in the “third chamber," 
the bicameral committee. And by that time, ev- 
erybody was too caught up in his own prob- 
lems to care. 

Yet another example of the common good 
being sacrificed for personal interests. Another 
example of tax-paying Juan de la Cruz getting 
the short end of the stick in favor of the cheats 
and evaders—with no more white knights in 
the Senate to save him. 

Lets hope the IRR manages to save part of 
the situation. 
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BEFORE BEING OVERLY IMPRESSED BY TRANS- 
parency International's annual cross-country in- 
dex of corruption—the one that recently rated 
the Philippines as one of the most corrupt in the 
world—one should be aware that this rating sys- 
tem relies very strongly on opinions of expatriate 
executives of foreign firms in the countries being 
indexed. 

‘These expatriate opinions are extracted from 
survey forms periodically sent by international 
consulting firms to their business clientele; and 
they surely deal with very many factors—corrup- 
tion is only one of them—affecting а country’s 
business climate. TI has an arrangement with 
these consulting firms: it can have access to their 
data for constructing its international corruption 
index, on condition that it may not disclose the 
innards of their surveys, such as the formulation 
of the questions and the original scores obtained 
from these questions for any particular country. 

Iknow this because I have repeatedly request- 
ed TI for such data. Their reply is that such mate- 
rial is proprietary and may only be obtained from 
the originating companies, for a fee. I have com- 
plained about this lack of transparency to 
‘T/Philippines, which has brought the complaint 
to TI itself, to no avail as yet. 

Thus the TI index only says how the Phili 
pines, compared to other countries, rates on cor- 
ruption according to the norms of expatriate busi- 
ness executives answering unspecified questions 
put to them by international research firms with 
similar cultural backgrounds. As a Filipino, 1 look 
atit, but I don't swallow it, any more than I would 
a pill with secret ingredients. 

see the TI index as really intended, not for in- 
dividual countries, but for the World Bank and 
like institutions with stakes in many countries at 
the same time. I think it matters much more for 
the Philippines to reduce corruption over time 
than to defeat certain other countries in an anti- 
corruption contest. 

The Transparency and Accountable Gover- 
nance Surveys. To reckon the state of corruption. 
in the Philippines over time, the most scientific da- 


Read to a child 


WHEN TEACHERS AND PARENTS LAMENT 
about how technology and media—as well as 
their glitzy and overpowering wonders—are 
wooing young readers worlds away from the 
printed word, we know it is time again to chal- 
Tenge that mind-set. A few timeless reminders 
must again be made, 

Since we adults are ourselves similarly addict- 
ed and distracted by mass media, it can't be all 
that evil and, thus, it cannot be totally banned. It 
behooves us to regulate the computer and TV 
time of our children and offer them an interesting 
book as a “mandated option" for recreation. How 
to lure the students to the joys of reading? How to 
make that initial breakthrough and stage-man- 
age, if you must, that moment of realization that 
reading is indeed one of lif’s purest pleasures? It 
В not easy, but we owe it to our children to lure 
them into reading if we truly care to prepare 
them for academic survival. 

Reading is a skill that needs constant practice 
for one to be proficient in it—the same way musi- 
cians, athletes, dancers and writers need to work 
оп their craft daily. Read a few minutes a day, 
make all the mistakes and learn from them, but 
practice and get better at it. That this needs to be 
said at all betrays the prevailing general igno- 
rance about the process of reading. 

‘The burden of responsibility to make reading a 
book as much of a lure as the PlayStation belongs 
to the grownups who work with reluctant read- 
ers, no matter their age. One learns to read by 
reading, and one only discovers the secret and 
magical worlds that reading opens up by immers- 
ing himself/herself in books, In the powerful 
words of а young book lover, sixth grader Do- 
minique Purdue, "I sometimes forger that I'm in 
the real world when 1 read books." If we only 
have more children who feel the same, 

‘An easy and inexpensive way of luring children 
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Mabar Mangabas 


ta base is the annual series of Transparency and 
Accountable Governance (TAG) surveys of Filipino 
businesses. These surveys, conducted by Social 
Weather Stations, are sponsored by The Asia Foun- 
dation with funding from the United States Agen- 
cy for Intemational Development (USAID). 

The TAG surveys (wwwtag.org ph) involve ran- 
дот samples of Filipino, not expat, business execu- 
tives, from large, medium, and small enterprises. 
The first three rounds (2000-03) covered Metro 
Manila. Metro Cebu and Metro Davao were added 
іп 2004, and Cagayan de Oro-lligan (CDO-D and 
Cavite-Laguna-Batanges (Calaba) were added in 
2005. The 2007 sample, done in March to May, had 
354 firms from Metro Manila, 100 from Cebu, 100 
from Davao, 75 from CDO-I, and 76 from Calaba. 

‘SWS released its first 2007 TAG survey last June 
29 in Makati, giving both the national summary and 
the details from Metro Manila managers. This week 
it presented the details from Davao (July 16), Cebu. 
(July 18), and Cagayan de Oro (July 19). 

The TAG project is highly participative, featuring 
focus groups and feedback sessions in each area, in 
close cooperation with local business associations 
and civil society groups. TAG questionnaires and 
raw data are archived at SWS for public use. 

‘Among the 2007 findings: 

‘© Three out of five managers see “a lot" of cor- 
ruption in the public sector. 

ө One out of two says that "most" or “almost 
all" of the firms in their line of business give bribes 
to win government contracts. The median al- 
lowance for the bribe is 20 percent of the contract. 

‘© OF 29 government agencies, 17 were predom- 
nantly rated by the managers as insincere; only 12 
were predominantly rated as sincere, in fighting 


corruption. However, of the 28 agencies rated in 
both 2007 and 2006, all but one got either a more- 
positive rating or a less negative rating. The excep- 
tion was the Presidential Commission on Good 
Government, which got a more-negative rating. 

Forty percent of the managers were asked 
fora bribe in connection with getting a local per- 
mit or license; 37 percent in connection with get 
ting a national permit or license; 33 percent in 
connection with paying income taxes; 25 percent 
іп complying with import regulations; 22 percent 
in supplying government with goods or services; 
20 percent in collecting receivables from govern- 
ment; and 13 percent in availing themselves of 
government incentives. 

‘There are both upward and downward trends 
in solicitations of bribes from companies, de- 
pending on the transaction and the area. Last 
years State of the Nation Address had congratu- 
latory remarks for local executives in areas show- 
ing improvements as of the 2006 TAG survey. 

‘A Transparency Information Bureau. The 
2007 ТАС survey finds very many Filipino man- 
agers enthusiastic about the establishment of a 
‘Transparency Information Bureau (TIB), a fresh 
idea for fighting corruption. 

In principle, a TIB would work like a "Credit Rat- 
ing Bureau,” except that, instead of credit ratings, it 
would make “transparency ratings" on the reputa- 
tion of individuals, companies and agencies regard- 
ing their honesty and ethics in doing business. 

Three out of four managers say their company 
would find the services of a TIB useful. Four out 
of five say it would be valuable for their own com- 
pany to get a good rating. Most importantly, 
four out of five say their company would be 
willing, if asked, to provide a TIB with infor- 
mation about the honesty and ethics of other 
people and other companies. 

Thus the TAG surveys do much more than criti- 
cize. They also explore specific ways by which the 
private sector itself can fight corruption. 

Comments to: www.sws.org.ph or таһастал- 
gàhasQsws.org ph. 


on National Children's Book Day 


COMMENTARY 


Neni Sta. Romana Cruz 


into reading is through a painless process known 
as the read-aloud. This is something anyone can 
do, for as long as there are books one is enthused 
enough about to read out loud. One does not 
need to give a seasoned storytelling performance. 
What matters is the intimate scene of an adult. 
reading to a child—for the very same reasons one. 
talks to a child. Reading aloud becomes a regular. 

enriches a child's vocabulary, paves the 
way for eventual independent reading and holds 
up for the child a desirable reading model. Why? 
Because it is a spontaneous reading lesson that 
the adult and the child may not be aware of. 

This is a far cry from the meaningless phonics 
drills, which unfortunately are the staple intro- 
ductory reading lessons. Imagine being intro- 
duced to reading for the very first time through its 
least interesting aspect. How memorable, rather 
how dreadful could that be? How moving and 
how touching would the lessons be? It would be 
akin to ап examination of conscience for teach- 
ers, when we ask them during workshops if they 
feel they are contributing to the bad press that 
reading has with children. Of late, it has become a 
rhetorical question, but one should ponder 
deeply this issue. 

Last Tuesday, the Philippine Board on Books for 
Young People, a multisectoral organization ob- 
sessed with bringing books and children together, 
‘convened again at the Cultural Center Main The- 
ater Lobby to celebrate the 24th National Chil- 
dren's Book Day. PBBY is chaired by UP professor 
and children's book illustrator, Ruben de Jesus. 


Notably the third Tuesday in July is the anniver- 
sary of the publication of Jose Rizal's “The Mon- 
key and the Turtle" in Trubner's Oriental Record, 
а publication in London then. For history buffs 
and the curious, a copy of this issue is available at 
the Lopez Museum Library in Pasig or the British 
Library in London. The date is significant as itis 
acknowledged to be the beginning of children's 
literature in the country. 

Heralding the day is a “Reading poster" in the 
tradition of the American Library Association's 
reading promotion posters featuring celebrity 
readers. itis a full-color poster designed by Timo- 
thy Terrenal with the endearing theme for the 
year, "Basa Tayo, "Тау!" (Let's Read, Papal). Each 
year's glossy edition, designed by an illustrator 
for children, has become a collectors item of 
sorts, and this year’s corporate reading part- 
ners—the National Couneil for Culture and the 
Arts (NCCA) and Hapee—have made possible the 
poster's free distribution to schools. 

The poster's special charm is that it departs 
from the traditional tired image of a feminine fig- 
ure reading aloud to а child. In the interest of 
highlighting equal gender representation, the 
poster shows a father reading to his son. To sup- 
port this image, some storytelling fathers will be 
doing the rounds of schools to read aloud то 
classes. 

But no matter your gender, the thing to do es- 
pecially on National Children's Book Day is to 
read to a child. And may that ritual be a shared 
one for many days to come. The path to good 
reading begins with the very first book one falls in 
love with. 


Neni Sta. Romana Cruz is a writer and editor, а 
member of the Philippine Board on Books for Young 
People, and a trustee of the Sa Aklat Sisikat Foun- 
dation. Email comments to nenisre@gmail.com 


Iraq: More than an American problem 


MANY PEOPLE AROUND THE WORLD ARE IN- 
dulging in what the Germans call "schaden- 
freude”: pleasure at the suffering of others. The 
pleasure appears to be derived from the suffering 
the United States is enduring after four years of 
efforts to stabilize Iraq. 

‘On one level, that reaction is predictable. Re- 
sentment of the wealthy and powerful is hardly 
new. But the United States in the last few years 
has compounded this reaction by what it has 
done and how it has done 

For some, it was the decision to go to war in 
Iraq; for others, it was Guantánamo and the per- 
ceived double standards of American justice. For 
still others, it was the lack of sustained effort to 
bring about peace between Israelis and Palestini- 
ans, or the US opposition to the International 
Criminal Court and to the Kyoto Protocol on cli- 
mate change. The result is that anti-Americanism 
has grown in both reach and intensity. 

Still, any satisfaction at the problems the Unit- 
ed States is undergoing in Iraq is shortsighted 
and sure to be short-lived. 

Every government in the world has a stake in 
the future of Iraq and the stability of the Middle 
East. Terrorism bred in Iraq will not stay there. 
‘Those men and women who learn to make and 
detonate roadside bombs on the streets of Bagh- 
dad will ply their trade elsewhere in the region 
and beyond. 

‘Terrorists who have tasted success in Iraq will 
increasingly turn on others. Expressions of anti- 
‘Americanism will provide no protection or immu- 
nity to governments or individuals who for good 
reason are not prepared to endorse the terrorists’ 
radical agendas. 

"War in Iraq will only exacerbate frictions be- 
tween the country’s Sunni minority and Shia ma- 
jority, and such frictions could well be replicated 
elsewhere where Sunnis and Shia live side by 
side. Even if not, the flight of millions of Sunni 
refugees will weaken the foundations of neigh- 
boring states, including Jordan. Continued fight- 
ing in Iran onld alen lend en resinnal war Turion. 


WORLD 
VIEW 


Richard N. Haass 


for example, is poised to attack the Kurdish en- 
clave in Iraq's north. 

Itis also possible that resistance to Iranian efforts 
to dominate Iraq could lead to a wider conflic that 
could draw in Saudi Arabia, Egypt and others. Such 
а conflict would threaten the vital low of ой from 
the Middle East to the rest of the world. 

Even without such a wider conflict, what hap- 

pens in Iraq will affect the price of oil. Iraq is pro- 
ducing ой at levels below what it produced under 
‘Saddam Hussein. And ithas the potential to dou- 
ble or even triple its output. Doing so would re- 
quire significant investment, which in turn would 
require international confidence in Iraq's future 
stability. 
‘Absent such confidence, Iraq's ой output will not 
approach its potential, which will only wider’ the. 
gap between global supply and demand. Costly oil 
is a tax on the poor in developing countries and a 
source of inflation for the developed countries. It al- 
зо provides resources to governments that in many 
cases are promoting foreign policies that are con- 
trary to the interests of most other countries. 

‘The rest of the world also has a stake in how 
the United States emerges from Iraq. There is a 
real danger that a widely perceived failure in Iraq 
could lead to a serious weakening of American 
domestic political support for an active intema- 
tional role, particularly, the difficult but neces- 
sary deployments of military force. 

"The alternative to a world shaped by a strong, 
confident and engaged America із not likely to bea 
world that is peaceful, prosperous and free. In 
strategic terms, no other country or group of coun- 


tine hae tha nemarine tn гөле the inira Сезе 


The alternative to a US-led global order is disorder, 
їп which terrorism, nuclear proliferation and eco- 
nomic protectionism are increasingly the norm. 

This suggests, first, that governments should 
avoid public comments describing the American 
presence as an occupation or as lacking legitima- 
су, lest they make it more likely that the United 
States departs Iraq entirely and leaves the coun- 
try and its people to a terrible fate. 

Second, countries should support Iraq's gov- 
ernment, despite its shortcomings. This means 
extending diplomatic recognition, including 
opening and maintaining embassies. It also re- 
quires providing financial help, ranging from 
debt forgiveness to investment, loans and other 
forms of aid. There is also a moral and practical 
case for doing more to ease the plight of refugees 
and internally displaced persons. 

Third, terrorism needs to be checked. This 
means doing everything possible to stop infiltra- 
tion of terrorists into Iraq and rethinking support 
for militias. None of Iraq's neighbors, including 
Iran, would benefit from sectarian conflict that 
grows into a regional war. 

Finally, governments should consider con- 
tributing troops to help establish order, train the 
Iraqi police and military, and help Iraq guard its 
borders. As the United States inevitably reduces. 
its role, others should be prepared to step up, lest 
Iraq's government falls and the Iraqi state fails. 

The reality is that Iraq's future is not assured 
even if these and similar measures are taken. 
Still there is a big difference between an Iraq that 
‘struggles and one that implodes; between an Iraq 
that contributes to global energy security rather 
than undermining it; between а civil war and а 
regional war. It may be too late for the United 
States to succeed in Iraq, but it is not too late for 
others to increase the odds that the United States. 
does not fail. Project Syndicate 


Richard М. Haass is president of the Council on For- 
eign Relations and author of “The Opportunity: 
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А teacher’s story 


RECENTLY 1 FINISHED READING FRANK MCCOURT'S 
“Teacher Man.” Although 1 liked reading his best-selling 
books, "Angela's Ashes" and “Tis,” my interest in his new 
book was heightened because 1 used to be a teacher myself. 
Of course, the similarity, for the most part, ends there. Не 
taught in US high schools and had all sorts of experiences 
with his students, some of them unimaginable. I taught En- 
glish at the Univers -------- 
ty of the Philippines 
Manila to a relatively 
homogenous аһа 
mostly wholesome 
bunch of youth. Mc- 
Courts teaching ca- 
reer lasted a few 
decades; mine lasted 
less than seven 


YOUNG BLOOD 


Emerson M. Sanchez 


We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 
am. twentysomething and below.—Ed. 
While I was read ----------- 
ing his book, the thought often came to me that had I stayed 
longer, I would have collected several interesting stories 
worthy of publishing into a book. But despite my brief teach- 
ing career, I still have a few stories to share. 

“Teachers usually remember their best and worst students, 
‘That is also true in my case. The best group of students I re- 
member was the block of Biology majors during my first 
semester of teaching іп 1998. (Some of them, if not most, 
will be medical doctors soon.) They were my students in a 
writing class. 

The one who performed best in that class was Leslie, a 
very bright student and a brilliant writer: She did not try to 
impress. In class, her participation was never over the top, 
just right and always appropriate. Her writing was impecca- 
ble. 1 think I gave her a flat 1. 

‘Another student in that class was Anna who later became 
а Biology teacher in the same college. Another one was Epi 
who, [learned later, pursued nursing asa second degree. The 
others were Darrel, Mariel, Robin and Herbert. The last was 
a very bright student, too, but he chose to “take it easy" as re- 
gards his class performance. 

Thave forgotten the names of my other students in that 
group, but I would surely recognize most of them if were to 
see them again. 

IFI remember Leslie for her brilliance, I also remember an- 
other student for not being so gifted. The English language 
was not her strong suit and she encountered all kinds of diffi- 
culties in my writing class. But despite her lack of skills, she 
жава very determined, young girl. 

Tcannot say that was a nurturing teacher. 1 usually tried 
to motivate my students but I gave up when I saw that my 
students were not doing their part. This girl was not that 
kind of student. She did everything possible to learn, con- 
sulting me in person, by e-mail and by phone. She revised 
her papers several times until I considered them accept- 
able. 

‘One time during consultation, she was crying in frustra- 
tion and from tiredness. 1 was hoping she would opt for a 
grade of “Incomplete” so that she would have more time to 
write her papers. But she wouldn't give up, and I didn't ei- 
ther. She got a passing grade and finished the course on time 
together with most of her classmates. 

In my second year of teaching, I had another set of Biolo- 
gy majors who were taking up an introductory course in En- 
glish communication. On the last day of classes after 1 bade 
everyone farewell, three of my female students stayed be- 
hind while their classmates rushed to leave the room. One 
girl approached me, and said, "Sir, it was nice to have 
known you.” 

Twas busy picking up my things and preparing to leave, 
and there she was suddenly in front of me, telling me that, 
All could mutter was, "Ah... OK." 

She went back to her friends who were still sitting at the 
back of the room. I continued to gather my things even as I 
tried to understand what happened. The girl came back to 
me and said, “Sir, just want you to know that it took a lot for 
me to say that. 

The incompetent communicator thats me simply said, 
“Ob.” And she and her friends left, to my relief, 

If there's one thing I can be proud of during my short-lived 
teaching career, it was that was always true to my students, 
never once pretended to know the answer to a question 
posed by a student. McCourt said it took him а couple of 
years to be able to admit that in class. 1 did it the first time it 
happened, 

1 сап no longer recall the question, but 1 do remember 
what I did. The choice before me was either to perpetuate 
the myth of the all-knowing teacher or admit that 1 did not 
know the answer. I chose the latter, and I never regretted it 
because 1 became more comfortable in front of my classes af- 
ter that. What was interesting was my students’ reaction: 
they looked surprised by my confession, probably thinking it 
was unbecoming of a teacher to admit it, 

In 2005, I decided to leave teaching altogether. I had truly 
enjoyed the moments 1 shared with my friendly colleagues 
and the interesting conversations 1 had with my students, 
"which often were unrelated to our lessons. But UP has this 
policy requiring teachers to finish their master's degree with- 
їп a certain period of time or they cannot teach full-time. I 
had all the opportunities to finish the degree (I had five years 
to finish my thesis, the final requirement) but I think really 
wasn't interested in earning my degree since I no longer 
wanted to teach for long. I could have opted for a part-time 
teaching, but I didn't—to the surprise of some of my col- 
leagues. 

left primarily because I was tired of the daily grind: the 
pressure of preparing and delivering effective lectures and 
discussions, preparing exams, checking papers and subi 
ting grades on time (which half the time 1 did not do). It 
takes too much to be a good teacher, and I really wonder how 
some people are able to make teaching a full-time and life- 
long profession. 

Thus, to all those who have dedicated and continue to 
dedicate their lives to effective teaching, I take off my hat to 
you. It takes a lot of grit and heroic effort to be skilled educa- 
tors. You have my utmost respect. 


Emerson M. Sanches, 29, is a research consultant for various 
nongovernment organizations and academic institutions. 
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Send your contributions by e-mail to youngblood@inguir- 
excom.ph together with your address, age and the school, 
course and year you're enrolled in ор if employed, the posi- 
tion you're holding and the company you work with. Con- 
tributions to Youngblood should not have been previously 
published. 
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5. In the war against illegal 
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Actions speak louder than ads 


EVERY TIME I TURN ON MY TELE- 
vision set after office hours and 
read the Inquirer, I always see gov- 
emment press releases and propa- 
ganda—apparently meant to con- 
vince our citizens that the Arroyo 
administration is doing something 
to stop graft and corruption. This, 
of course, means that millions of 
pesos in taxpayers’ money is being 
wasted. 

But these propaganda lines 
have no basis in fact. Here are 
some of them: 

1. The Office of the Ombuds- 
man always issues press releases 
about government officials and 
employees who have been sus- 
pended or removed from office 
because of unexplained wealth 
and graft and corruption. But has 

forfeited the millions of pesos 
that the perpetrators illegally ac- 
quired? No! I suspect that the OF 
fice of the Ombudsman gets a 


Alumnae against Mendiola rallies 


“HOW SHOCKING!” 

‘This was the reaction of the stu- 
dents, faculty and alumnae of the 
College of the Holy Spirit-Mendio- 
la (CHSM) when Manila Mayor 
Alfredo Lim announced on TV that. 
the school was closing down. 
Alarmed parents called to verify if 
this was true—that the school, 
"which is nearing its centenary, is 
closing down. 

How sad that Mayor Lim should 
stir up this kind of anxiety, which 
harms not only our institution but 
also the other landmarks of educa- 
tion in Mendiola, such as San Be- 
da College, Centro Escolar Univer- 
sity and La Consolacion, all of 
which are still struggling to over- 
Come the public perception of 
Mendiola as "rally territory" 

There was a dramatic and posi- 
tive change when rallies were pro- 
hibited along Mendiola. So when 
Mayor Lim announced that he 
‘would again allow predictably dis- 
төріме assemblies in Mendiola, 
we were shocked. 


May we invite the mayor to our 
campus so that he'd get to see our 
students’ award-winning entries 
іп interior design and advertising 
art, as well as our nursing depart- 
ments hospital training center; 
and so that he'd appreciate what 
goes on behind our gates? 

The CHS Alumnae Foundation 
is also willing to present to May- 
or Lim its plans for the "2008 
Homecoming.” We pray that the 
Holy-Spirit guides the mayor in 
all his future decisions and ac- 
tions so that he will not be a de- 
terrent to what the school is try- 
ing hard to maintain: good edu- 
cational foundations based on 
spiritual values. 

On behalf of CHSM president 
Ancille Elviña, we, the CHS alum- 
nae, invite Mayor Lim to a dia- 
logue. 


share of the ill-gotten wealth 
‘which should be forfeited in favor 
of the government іп summary 
proceedings. drugs, the Philippine Drug En- 
2. In a TV commercial, one of forcement Agency and other po- 
the eight services the government lice agencies trumpet their 
renders to its citizens is health achievements, like when they are 
care. But when you go to public able to confiscate drugs and such 
hospitals in Metro Manila and  contrabands worth millions, if not 
nearby provinces, you see two or billions of pesos. But do they de- 
three, or even four, indigent pa- stroy these items in accordance 
tients occupying one bed. with Republic Act 9165 (Amended 
3. In education, when you goto Anti-Drug Law)? Could it be that 
public schools, you see 70 up to 90 they themselves are “recycling” 
high school or elementary stu- contrabands? 
dents in a classroom. How can the І say to the Arroyo administra- 
students be properly educated? | tion: save the advertising money. 
4. The Land Transportation Of- Just do your job honestly, coura- 
fice and the Land Transportation  geously and efficiently, and your 
Franchising and Regulatory Board accomplishments will speak for 
are encouraging passengers tore- themselves. 
port overloaded public utility ve- —PROCOPIO S. BELTRAN JR., 
hicles as well as taxi drivers who president emeritus, 
refuse to take in passengers. But Philippine Trial Lawyers Inc., 
complaints regarding such viola- unyong2000@yahoo.com 


Formal attire for formal functions, why not for Mass? 


MANY PEOPLE ARE SADDENED 
by the “trivialization” of the signif- 
icance of proper attire for Mass- 
goers. Rina Jimenez-David, in her 
July 3 column, keenly observed 
that “we've certainly come a long 
way from the days we took pains 
with our Sunday outfits, dressing 
up in frilly party dresses or dis- 
creet white habits with blue sash- 
es; to these days when everyone in 
church seems dressed for a picnic, 
ora beach party” 

‘And precisely shouldn't we be 
disturbed that Mass-goers have 
“reduced” our highest form of 


KOREN 


What’s OIC’s stand 
on Basilan ambush? 


AFTER THE RECENT KILLING OF 
14 Marines in Basilan, Гуе been 
following news related to it 
through the Ingumer (“Meet the 
lone woman Marine,” “Тһе slain 
soldiers tried their best,” “Home 
аге the heroes). The articles 
made me feel really sorry for the 
slain soldiers and the survivors. 

I grieve with the families left by 
the fallen soldiers. I can't imagine 
how I would have reacted if 1 had 
been one of the relatives of the 
dead soldiers. (True, risking their 
lives for the Filipino people was 
part of their job; but not being mu- 
tilated in combat by their ene- 
mies) 

According to the reports, the 
Moro Islamic Liberation Front and 
the Abu Sayyaf were behind the 
ambush. As far as know, the MILF 
and the Armed Forces of the 
Philippines were conducting joint 
operations in the search for Fr. Gi- 
ancarlo Bossi. Suddenly, MILF 
troops were killing and beheading 
government soldiers. 

The Organization of the Islamic 
Conference should denounce the 
barbaric acts of those who am- 
bushed and mutilated the sol- 
diers. 

ТЇЇ support a retaliatory strike 


—TONI V GREGORY, 
president, 

College ofthe Holy Spirit. 
Alumnae Foundation, 
tgregoryGpldidsl.net. 


Territorial integrity non-negotiable 


WHY CANT OUR OWN ARMED 
Forces patrol certain Mindanao 
areas that are “controlled” by 
rogue elements? Why, despite the 
ceasefire, should soldiers be 
killed, beheaded and mutilated? If 
one of the soldiers were your fa- 
ther, would you say that itis time 
tohold peace talks? 

This is one country. One nation. 
If there are groups or individuals 
who would challenge this country 
and say they own a certain part of 
the land and that they have the 


Stay away from the Philippines 


І TOTALLY AGREE WITH ALLAN 
©. Kato's reaction to the letter of 
Eugenia Decena-Young of New 
York. (INQUIRER, 7/9/07) 

1f Young cannot stand the in- 


worship to a "beach party"? The 
Gress code is meant to help us rec- 
ognize the real presence of God 
who comes to us in the lowly ap- 
pearance of bread and wine. We 
Should be awed to participate in 
this sublime banquet. 

No one questions social norms 
that prescribe dress codes for 
weddings, diplomatic dinners, in- 
auguration ceremonies and ће 
like. Even “classy” restaurants de- 
mand appropriate attire befitting 
a contrived formal ambiance. 
Heads of state don their best for- JOSEPHINEJAVELONA, against the Killers I hope the gov. 
mal attire, and lady visitors wear jgiav@yahoo.com serment wil ao go after those 

who are behind the selling of gov- 
| ernment armaments and ammu- 
nitions to the rebels. salute those 
who are fighting and those who 
died fighting for freedom from 
terrorists. 

—RUMIR CTARDECILLA, 
dr ammer08@yakoo.com 


black, long-sleeved dresses for an 
audience with the Pope. 
Shouldn't we then not respond to 
God's personal invitation—to be 
with us and even to dwell in 
us—with far greater care and re- 
spect? 

Faith alone makes us recognize 
the real presence of an almighty 
Creator and loving Father in ev- 
ery Mass. Our pastors help us to 
be predisposed to this gift of 
faith—if we could only heed their 
advice. 


right to arm themselves and Kill 
anybody who enters that part of 
the land, then they should be ex- 
terminated. 

Thope our Commander in Chief 
puts an end to the folly of finding, 
excuses for every life we lose in 
Mindanao. 1 hope that our Presi- 
dent leads the way to ensure that 
we remain one country. That is 
non-negotiable. 

—NOELCARPIO, 
Barangay Pasong Tamo, 
Quezon City 


IF you have any complaints, grievances or sugges- 
tions about the treatment of news and photos by the 
Inquirer you may write to the Readers’ Advocate, 
Philippine Daily Inquirer, Chino Roces Avenue, cor- 
пег Yague and Mascardo Streets, City of Makati or 
send a fax to Nos. 897-4793, 897-4794, or e-mail 


readersadvocate@ inquirercom.ph 

Writers of letters to the editor are requested to іп- | 
clude their complete address and telephone or pager 
number or e-mail address for verification purposes. 
‘The Inquirer will not publish any letter unless such 
information is supplied. | 


convenience she experienced 

when she visited the Philippines, 
she should not come back here. 

—BEMBOTTIPACE, 

botteel yahoo.com 
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Student confident of congressmen’s judgment 


THIS IS A REACTION TO THE COLUMN OF 
John Nery titled “ОМАР insurance policy.” (In- 
лв, 7/17/07) 

While it is true that in the past, the Presi- 
dent's preferred candidate for speaker won 
(even in those instances when the House of 
Representatives was initially controlled by the 
opposition), this time it is different. President 
Macapagal-Arroyo has declared that she will 
stay neutral in the fight for the speakership 
and she should be taken at her word. 

Cebu Rep. Pablo Garcia of Kampi and Pan- 
gasinan Rep. Jose de Venecia Jr. of Lakas, the 
two principal contenders for the speaker- 
ship—as the 14th Congress opens—are both 
valued allies of the President. Hence, there is 
по need for her to intervene. 

This is good for our democracy since the leg- 
islarure is mandated by the Constitution to be 
independent of the executive, and vice versa. 
The issue here is principle. The Kampi congress- 


men, headed by Garcia, want to introduce fun- 
damental reforms in the management of the af- 
fairs of the House. They noted that under De 
Venecia as Speaker, the House got its lowest rat- 
ing in the esteem of the people, as shown by 
various surveys. 

In their manifesto of support for Garcia, the 
Катрі congressmen are also batting for trans- 
parency and accountability in the disburse- 
ment of House funds; the assignment of com- 
mittee chairmanships and other key posts on 
the basis of fitness and qualification (not parti- 
san and personal considerations); and a House 
that is a potent instrument for the pursuit of 
the public good. 

We think that the congressmen this time will 
act on the basis of principle and on what they 
believe is good for the people. 

—REYNER AARON M. VILLASEROR, 
president, UST Central Student Council 
University of Sto. Tomas, España, Manila 


HSA also a case of martial law exported 


THE LATEST "MADE IN THE PHILIPPINES” ex- 
port product is a repressive tool patterned after 
the dictates of US President George W. Bush's 
widely discredited "War on Terror" The US-Ar- 
Toyo regime's new antiterrorism act (Human 
Security Act of 2007) not only legalizes martial 
law in the Philippines—it exports it. 

The HSAs “extra-territorial application” un- 
der Sec. 58 makes ita double whammy for mi- 
grant Filipinos already reeling abroad from a 
ange of attacks on their human rights. We 
know too well the repressive anti-immigrant 
and so-called antiterror laws already imple- 
mented around the world in the aftermath of 
US imperialism's so-called "global waron ter- 
ror” In the United States, Japan, Korea, Italy 
and other countries, the criminalization of un- 
documented migrants makes entire migrant 
communities vulnerable. Building on ће 
premise that migrants may be likely terrorists, 
they are hunted down, arrested, interrogated 
and deported or imprisoned. 

For Filipinos overseas, the "extra-territorial 
application” of the HSA spotlights the utter 
inutility and hypocrisy of the regime when it 
comes to the rights and welfare of migrant Fil- 
ipinos. Under the HSAs extra-territorial provi- 

п, the Arroyo regime places overseas Fil- 
ipinos within its draconian reach—even as it 
benefits from their billions of dollars in remit- 
tances and absolves itself of responsibility re- 
garding migrants who are executed, maltreat- 


ed, imprisoned and deported. As such, itis on- 
ly just that migrant Filipinos and their families 
heighten their struggle against the anti-mi- 
grant Arroyo regime and against the root caus- 
es of the Filipino people's forced migration. 

‘The brutal reality and havoc that countless 
Filipinos suffer under the Arroyo regime illus- 
trate that state terrorism is the true enemy of 
the people. The repressive antiterror act is it- 
self а tool of state terrorism by the Arroyo 
regime. The HSA will unleash unbridled terror 
and attacks on the fundamental rights of the 
Filipino people here and abroad. 

Ав an alliance of progressive organizations 
composed of overseas Filipinos and their fami- 
lies, Migrante International strongly соп- 
demns the HSA as a draconian and fascist tool 
for state terrorism, 

Migrante International commits to arous- 
ing, organizing and mobilizing the broadest 
number of migrant Filipinos and their families 
against the HSA. We join the rising number of 
patriotic and progressive individuals and orga- 
nizations calling for its immediate scrapping. 
Instead of scaring the people into silence, the 
HSA ignites further our indignation and 
strengthens our resolve to expose and oppose 
the fascist Arroyo regime. 

CONNIE BRAGAS-REGALADO, 
chair, Migrante International, 
65 10th Ave, Murphy Socorro, 

Cubao, Quezon City 


eCard Plus to remain ‘Minus’ until December? 


‘THANKS TO THE INQUIRER FOR HELPING 
teacher-pensioners air their plaints on the eCard 
Plus. Teacher-retirees should expect an efficient 
eCard system by December. The eCards 
“birthing” problems should be over by then. 

Retirees, of course, must accept changes, like 
those that come with technological advances. 
However, the eCard for teacher-pensioners still 
fails to deliver on time. Its accounting system 
doesn't make for easy counter-checking of ATM 
receipts. I suggest that inquiry desks be set up in 
banks with ATM units and that old-age pension- 
ers be given a special ATM lane. 

Even before a pensioner receives his/her 
eCard, he/she is already stressed: going to a 
crammed regional GSIS office, accomplishing 
paper requirements, only to be told that not 
more than 50 persons can be accommodated for 
the day. Meaning, there will be another long trip 
to the GSIS after two days: then a month-long 


wait for the eCard; finger-print verification; ће 
stern, although brief, confirmation of an expect- 
ed three-month pension from January to March 
plus the 2006 bonus, and the subsequent three 
months of uneasy waiting for the "lump sum" 
that was credited after three months. 

Then, even for “operational” eCards, some 
ATMs limit the maximum withdrawal to P4,000, 
ап amount which cannot fully pay for the 
monthly needs of maintenance medication, di- 
etary supplement, medical check-up and others. 

‘Unfortunately, for the pensioner’s ATM ac- 
count, more withdrawals mean more “minus- 
es” (service fees). 

Indeed, teacher-pensioners deserve high- 
tech service and customer satisfaction. The 
eCard Plus should live up to its attractive name 
and not serve as if it were an eCard Minus 

—ALICE S. GO, 
retired teacher, Вауһау. Levte 6521 
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Dindo Rei Tesoro, Sulpicio Basas, |е, Romulo Pana, Ramon Sequito and Renato Cuadras at the historic Miagao Church. 


25 years of ‘love, 
faith, and service’ 


By Ma. Diosa Labiste 
Iloilo City 


HIRTEEN PRIESTS CELE- 
| brated the 25th anniversary 
of their ordination this year, 
proud that their batch, said to be 
the biggest in the archdiocese of 
Jaro, has weathered the demands 
and storms in their ministry. 


Оп July 16, when the headlines were far 
from auspicious, many of them were at the 
historic Miagao Church to celebrate the Mass 
with one of their classmates, Dindo Rei 
Tesoro, who marked his 50th birthday and 
25th year as a priest. 

Jaro archbishop Angel Lagdameo, who is 
also the head of Catholic Bishops’ Conference 
of the Philippines (CBCP), could not help 
point out the irony during the occasion. Indi- 
rectly referring to the news on the $660 mil 
lion settlement of clergy abuse cases in the 
archdiocese of Los Angeles, California, Lag- 
dameo asked the faithful to pray for the 
priests and encourage their sons to become 
priests. 

In his homily, CBCP secretary general Msgr. 
Juanito Figura described the priesthood to- 
day as one that is “wounded and struggling.” 

He said priests have left the priesthood be- 
cause of the demands of celibacy and chastity 
Some have left to join polities. Others were 
observed to have committed acts unbecoming 
of priests. 

But Figura, who was also their teacher in 
the seminary, commended Tesoro and 
classmates for their 25 years “journey of 
love and service." 

Fr. Renato Cuadras, the batch chronicler, 
said they marked March 16, 1982 as their 
class ordination date although they have sep- 
arate ordinations in their hometowns. 


Perfect score 

“What is awesome is that everyone is active 
in the ministry, no “casualty,” Cuadras said. "If 
this were a basketball game, we are into the 
semi-finals and the score is 13-0." 

Actually there were 14 of them in the batch 
but one died of cardiac arrest, only six years 
into the priesthood. He was Fr. Salvador Pas- 
trana, a professor at Saint Vincent Ferrer Sem- 
inary in Jaro district, Iloilo City. He was 31 

‘The rest plodded and experienced hunger, 
poverty sickness, rejection and close call, said 
Cuadras. 

In the Jaro archdiocese, their batch was 
recognized for building parishes in far-flung 
villages and for having touched the lives of 
many. 

Among them is Father Sulpicio Basas Jr., 
who founded the parish of Santo Tomas in 
Passi City, and is now the parish priest of San 
Rafael town. He hails from Concepcion town. 
In 1992, while riding his motorbike at around 
10p.m., armed men shot him on the head and 
dragged him 100 meters from where he fell 
and left him for dead. But he was able to craw! 
back to the main road where he was rescued 
early the next day. He has craniotomy but was 
healed. 

Cuadras, the parochial vicar of Mandur- 
riao, is also the archivist of the archdiocese of 
Jaro. He was the only son, and his family hails 
from Cabatuan town. For 12 years he was the 
personal secretary of the late Archbishop Al- 
berto Piamonte. He helped organize the 1986 
peace talks between the government and lo- 
cal communist leaders Concha Araneta Bo- 
cala and the late Fr. Emesto Torre, 

Fr. Francisco Gabriel, a native of Leon, is 
parish priest of Palanguia, Pototan. He is the 
singer and musical director of the class. Не 
founded the Parish of Miraculous Medal in 


CONFERENCE: 
August 16-17, 2007 
isla Ballroom. 

Edsa Shangri-La 
Mandaluyong City 


Barangay Cubay, Miagao. 

Fr. Joel Francisco Lena is the parish priest 
of Concepcion. An only son, he entered the 
seminary in high school. He grew up in 
Leganes town. He is an all-around 
priest—driver, mechanic and electrician. He 
was assigned to many poor parishes and he 
got by because of hard work, compassion and 
resourcefulness. 

Fr. Agapito Losaria is а native of Lambunao 
town and is now assigned to Gran Plains in 
Jaro. He founded the parish of Salngan, a far- 
flung village in Passi City. He was a singer and 
entered the seminary in high school. He is 
known for caring for his parishioners. 

Now on sabbatical in Texas, in the United 
States, Fr. Benjamin Molina hails from Maasin 
town. Among his classmates, he was assigned 
tothe most number of parishes in the archdio- 
cese of Jaro. 


Family 

А native of Cabatuan, Fr. Romulo Pana is 
the parish priest of Lawigan, San Joaquin 
town. After college, he taught in several 
schools and entered Saint Vincent Ferrer 
Seminary for priesthood. He founded the 
Parish of St. Joseph in Lebas, Buenavista town 
in Guimaras. He is known as а good teacher 
and school administrator. 

Now in Manitoba, Canada with his family is 
Fr. Diosdado Parrefias, who grew up in Po- 
totan. He is assigned as priest ín three parish 
езіп Manitoba. 

Also abroad is Fr. Rudyferio Pesongco from 
San Joaquin town. He is now assigned in the 
Diocese of Rockville Center in New York. He 
earned his doctorate in catechetics in Rome. 

Currently assigned as the assistant parish 
priest and parochial vicar in Oton is Fr. Ra 
mon Sequito, noted for his skills as a preacher. 
He is into charismatic renewal groups. He 
hails from Barotac Viejo. 

Anative of New Lucena town, Fr. Abelardo 
Sobredo is now the parish priest of San 
Rafael. He is the youngest among his class- 
mates and is known for being hardworking 
and self-effacing, 

Fr. Elmer Tababa, who hails from Tubun- 
gan town, is now the priest of Igang, a parish 
ће founded in Pototan town. He was said to 
have accepted many difficult assignments 
yet remained to be prayerful, generous and 
simple. 

Fr Dindo Rei 
Tesoro, a native of 
Miagao town, is the 
parish priest of Bar- 
то Obrero, Шойо 
City. He teaches in 
the seminary and is a 
school administrator. 
He earned his doctor- 
ate in Sacred Theolo- 
gy from Navarra, 
Spain. 

Cuadras said the 
secret of staying in 
the ministry is proba- 
bly their closeness to 
each other. 

“We are a family 
and our classmate's 
family is everyone's 
family We ай support 
each other in many 
ways," he said. 

Because of age and. 
health proble 
nowadays, they wish 
to have lighter as- 
signments. But they 
said that if they have 
a chance to do it over 
again, they would 
still become priests. 
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4 Sayyaf men bolt Basilan 
jail after release of Bossi 


ZAMBOANGA CITY—AT LEAST 
16 inmates, including four sus- 
pected Abu Sayyaf bandits, es- 
caped from the Basilan provin- 
cial jail in Isabela City around 2 
a.m. yesterday, shortly after Ital- 
ian priest Giancarlo Bossi was 
freed from captivity, police and 
military officials said. 

Brig. Gen. Ramiro Alivio, commander of the 
1st Marine Brigade in the province, said th 
mates sawed off the iron grills of their cells. 

Senior Supt. Angelito Casimiro, intelli- 
gence chief of the PNP in Western Mindanao, 
said among those who escaped were four 
members of the Abu Sayyaf, who had been 
earlier arrested for various offenses. 

Casimiro did not identify the bandits but 
said “they were high-value targets.” 

Jumadil Sali, Basilan jail warden, identified 
the four escaped bandits as Itting Askalani, En- 
teng Anjil, Abog Sampang and Wakil Sampang. 

Ап guren source named the other escapees 
as Jipon Morales, Boyong boyong Isnijal, Gapor 
Jainal, Feman Ramoncito, Mannan Paetong, Eric 
Ajibon, Bisit Jabdali, Jan Jappal, Darkis Marisa, 
Ebrahim Mandol, Hussin Ajibon and Naim Latip. 

It was not immediately known what cases 
the other escapees were facing 

Asked how the escape took place, Sali said the in- 
mates, who were detained in Cel No. 1 and 13, used 
a sharp object in cutting down the window grils. 
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mbers 


MEMBERS of the Ist Marine Battalion arrive in Maluso, Basilan to go after those who killed 14 


of their comrades in ambush last week. 


They then used blankets to get out of the 
cells through the small windows. 

‘The inmates then jumped over the fence of 
thejail 

Sali admitted that the four guards on duty, 
including the officer of the day, “were lax" 
when the escape took place. 

He said the guards, Sio Diaz, Mujiv Ungkung, 
Rommel Adjal, Asapad Katoh and the officer of 
the day, Ahmad Alibasa, are now being made to 
explain why they failed to prevent the jail break. 
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“They are now subject to investigation why 
these inmates were able to escape without 
noticing it and they will immediately be re- 
lieved from service,” Sali said. 

On April 10, 2004, 53 inmates—including 
several Abu Sayyaf bandits—also bolted the 
Basilan provincial jail. 

Nine of the inmates were killed during pursuit 
operations while nine others had been recaptured. 

Among those still at large is Abu Black, a 
notorious Abu Sayyaf leader involved in vari- 
ous kidnapping cases in Western Mindanao. 

Alivio said Marines had been sent to help 
police run after the escapees. 

He said as of late yesterday afternoon, 
none of the escapees had been sighted yet. 

А РАР report quoted Jumaril Sali, warden 
of the jail, as saying only four guards were on 
duty at the time of the escape. 

Provincial jails are under the supervision of 
the Bureau of Jail Management and Penology 
(BJMP). Julie Alipala, Inquirer Mindanao 
with a report from Alcuin Papa in Manila 


Former leftist 
group leader 
gunned down 


By Joey A. Gabieta 
Inquirer Visayas 


TACLOBAN CITY—A FORMER LEFTIST AC- 
tivist-turned police asset was gunned down 
early yesterday here. 

Rogelio Picoy, former leader of the party- 
list group Anakpawis, took a bullet from a .45 
cal. pistol in the head as he went around the. 
Tacloban Wet Marker. 

Chief Supt. Cleve Taboso, Tacloban City po- 
lice chief, said Picoy was at the market to buy 
fish when a lone gunman shot him from be- 
hind, hitting him in the head. 

The bullet exited through Рїсоу right eye 
and hit a civilian, Teresita Tadifa, 70 years 
old, Taboso said. 

Тай has a small stall at the wet market and 
was standing just a few meters from Picoy The bul- 
Jer pierced the right side of her abdomen and she is 
now confined ata hospital here for treatment. 

Witnesses saw the assassin and his three 
companions fled from the scene. 

Picoy was rushed to the Eastern Visayas Region- 
al Medical Center but was declared dead on arrival 
by doctors there. Tadifa underwent surgery and 
‘was reported to be in stable condition, Taboso said. 

“Taboso said Picoy was a police asset and а 
member of the Philippine Guardians, a group 
composed mostly of military men. 

Picoy' wife Elenita said her husband chaired 
the Anakpawis in Tacloban City for about three 
‘months, from February to April 2002. 

“Т am asking our government to help me find 
justice for the death of my husband who was killed 
treacherously He was such a good person and 
helped alot of people,” the 38-year-old wife said. 

He left behind sons Brian, 19; Bren, 17; 
and Brelle, 16. Picoy worked as a painter in a 
carnival company that had a show during the 
city’s fiesta last June 30. 

Picoy was the second person with links to 
militant organizations that was killed this 
week in Tacloban. 

Early last Tuesday, two suspects gunned 
down Charlie Solayao in Barangay Nula-Tula, 
this city while he was waiting for a public util- 
ity vehicle. Solayao was the city vice-chairper- 
son of the Katig-uban Han Gugti Nga 
Magtirinda (Kaguma), an association of mili- 
tant vendors in the city public market. 

4 don't like to make any categorical state- 
ment as to who could be behind the killing of 
my husband. But I know who could possibly 
kill my husband," Elenita said 

The city chapter of Anakpawis declined to 
comment on the killing of Picoy except to say 
that he was once a member. 


SATURDAY, JULY 21, 2007 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


Across the NATION LA) 


2 children, policeman killed in NPA ambush 


CAMP VICENTE LIM—TWO CHIL- 
dren and a policeman were Шей 
inan attack by gunmen believed to 
be communist guerrillas in Taytay, 
Palawan, police said yesterday. 

‘Two other policemen, who 
were earlier reported missing in 
action after the attack, have al- 
ready surfaced and reported to 
their mother unit at the 413rd 
Provincial Police Mobile Group 
(PPMG), also in Taytay town, said 
Senior Supt. Dennis Peña, 
Palawan police director. 

Pefia identified the casualties 
as РОЗ Saturnino Lazo, Jennifer 
Cortez, 13, and her sister Anne- 
anne, 7. 

Wounded were PO1 Walter Ga- 
puz, the children's mother Nilda 
Cortez, and the Cortez girls other 
sister, Beverly, 9. 

Ludegario Cortez, the victims’ 
father, escaped from the ambush. 

РО2 Johnnyver Abanto and 
РО? Edgardo Sanchez, who were 
reported missing, were found by 
village officials in a ravine near 
theambush site. 

Peña condemned the attack, 
saying it showed the New Peo- 
ples Army's true color. 

He said the band of rebels who 
staged the ambush could have 
been composed of young and in- 
experienced NPA fighters “as 
shown by what they did." 

He said it was uncommon for 
the NPA rebels to fire at govern- 
ment troops if it would endanger 
the nearby civilian population. 

“Usually, the NPAs don't attack 
when there are civilians (near 
their targets)," he said. 

Рейа added it was "uncharac- 
teristic” for the NPAs not to wipe 
out their targets when they are 
able to control higher ground in 
anambush site. 

He said the NPAs also did not 
gather the assault rifles of the 
slain and wounded police offi- 
cers. 


Pefia said the policemen went 
to Barangay Calauag on aboard a 
police vehicle to check on a report. 
that residents found an aban- 
doned motorcycle in the area. 

When the policemen arrived 
in the area, they saw the motor- 
cycle and loaded it into their уе- 
Мае. 

On their way back to their de- 
tachment, Ludegario Cortez, his 
wife and their three daughters 
asked the policemen for a ride to 
a nearby barangay. 

But before the family could 
reach their destination and dis- 
embark from the vehicle, around 
15 to 20 suspected communist 
rebels fired at the police vehicle, 
resulting in a gunfight. 

Peña said Anneanne was 
killed instantly as she was hit in 
the head. 

“Тһе girl was beyond recogni- 
tion as bullets literally shattered 
her head," he said. 

Рейа said Lazo was able to fire 
back at the rebels despite his bul- 
let wounds. 

‘The rebels immediately re- 
treated a few minutes after they 
waylaid the police vehicle, leav- 
ing behind the firearms of the 
slain policemen. 

Pefia said they already airlifted 
the wounded persons to а hospi- 
tal in Puerto Princesa City. 

He said they are still investigat- 
ing if the motorcycle was inten- 
tionally deserted by the rebels in 
the area as part of their plan to 
lure government troops into the 
ambush site. 

‘The barangay official who sup- 
posedly phoned the police 4е- 
tachment to report about the dis- 
covery of the abandoned motor- 
cycle denied that he called for po- 
lice assistance. 

“It could be part of the plot of 
the NPAs to ambush our police- 
men," Peña said. Marlon Ramos, 
Inquirer Southern Luzon 


Iloilo activists now 
missing for 100 days 


By Nestor P Burgos Jr. 
Inquirer Visayas 


ILOILO CITY—THE FAMILIES OF 
two abducted Iloilo activists de- 
cried the failure of law enforce- 
ment agencies to locate their rela- 
tives as the victims’ abduction en- 
ters its 100th day today. 

They said the continued "inac- 
tion and the “deceptive state of 
denial" from the Philippine Na- 
Чопа! Police and the Armed 
Forces of the Philippines have 
hindered efforts to find Ma. Luisa 
Posa-Dominado and Nilo Arado 
and to apprehend their abduc 
tors. 

Dominado's elder brother, Luis 
Роза, and her daughter Мау 
Wan, said the investigation and 
search for the victims have not 
made any headway despite con- 
demnation and protests from lo- 
cal government units, interna- 
tional human rights groups and 
non-government organizations. 

Dominado and Arado have 
been missing since April 12 after 
unidentified armed men took 
them from their vehicle in Baran- 
gay Cabanbanan, Oton town, 
Iloilo. 

The armed men shot and seri- 


ously wounded the victims’ com- 
panion, Jose Ely Garachico, who 
was driving the pickup truck they 
were riding. Garachico was left 
behind while the two were forced 
into at least two vehicles used by 
the armed men. 

The badly burned vehicle of 
the victims was found hours later 
at a sugarcane field in Janiuay 
town, around 30 km from the 
place of the abduction 

Arado, the regional chair of the 
militant group Bagong Alyansang 
Makabayan (Bayan) and the re- 
gional secretary general of the 
farmers organization Pamang- 
gas, was the seventh nominee of 
the party-list group Anakpawis. 

Dominado, one of the promi- 
nent political detainees during 
the Marcos dictatorship, was 
spokesperson in Panay of the 
Samahan ng mga Ex-Detainees 
Laban sa Detensyon at Para sa 
Amnestiya (Selda), a group of 
former political detainees. 

In an earlier interview, Senior 
Supt. Melvin Mongeal, Iloilo 
provincial police director, said 
the investigation did not prosper 
due to the absence of the victims’ 
bodies and other pieces of evi- 
dence. 


| ROAD BLOCK EYNRLLON 


A bus lies in the middle of the road in Bacolod City to prevent protesters from getting near the University of St. La Salle Coliseum where 


| President Macapagal-Arroyo recently spoke at an awarding ceremony for successful enterpreneurs. 


Quake destroys 10 houses in S. Leyte town 


By jolene Bulambot, Jani Arnaiz Two girls, aged seven and Sto. Niño Central Elementary Bernard, where the entire vil 
and Joey A. Gabieta eight, from Barangay Patong, school also collapsed. The rail. lage of Guinsaugon Village was 
Inquirer Visayas and a 20-year-old female from ings of the bridge in Barangay buried by a landslide іп Febru- 

Barangay Salvacion, were in- Das-ay, located 3 km from the ary last year killing almost 
HINUNANGAN,SOUTHERNIEYTE jured at the height of the earth- town proper, also fell into the 2,000 residents, also experi- 
—An Intensity 6 earthquake rocked quake. river, The water system was cut enced an Intensity 5 quake. 
Hinunangan town at 11:10 pm. А least 10 houses were de- after a major pipeline broke, The quake stood at Intensity 5 
Thursday causing damages estimat- stroyed. The estimated damage she said. and 4 in Maasin City and So- 
ed to reach millions of pesos. to houses and appliances reached Муга Dolina, of the Philip- god. 

Hinunangan Vice Mayor Ester- more than РІ million, the vice pine Institute of Volcanology  Demiao said aftershocks con- 
Ша Demiao said the damage mayorsaid and Seismology (Phivolcs) in tinued. She said the municipal 
could reach PSO million since | Тһе tremor also created two Tacloban City, said the epicen- council would convene on Mon- 
there were major cracks in the three-meter deep sinkholes that ter was located at 10.37 de- day to declare a state of calamity 
municipal buildings, police sta- were spewing muddied water grees north and 125.15 degrees іп the area. 
tion, roads, bridges and water fa- that smelled of sulfur іп east of Maasin City, orabout7 “Мапу of us here would not 
cilities, including che Magata Barangays Badiangon and Sto. km southwest of Hinunangan want to sleep at night for fear an 
Dam. Niño, according to Procesa Cruz, town. other earthquake would hit us,” 

The facade of the St. Peter executive assistant to Mayor According to the Phivoles shesaid 
and Paul Church, the town's Romeo Gomez. website, an Intensity 6 earth- This was the second time an 
parish church, was also cor- Gomez said he would ask the quake is very strong. It could earthquake hit the town in a span 
doned off because the church's Bureau of Mines and Geosciences cause slight damage to very old ofa month. 
belfry tower, which cracked dur- Bureau (MGB) to investigate the ог poorly built houses and man- last June 14 an Intensity 5 
ing the earthquake, might col- sinkholes. made structures. earthquake also hit the town and 
lapse. Cruz said the fence of the Тһе nearby town of St. adjoining areas. 


Cops say Sorsogon robbery gangs using children 


SORSOGON  CITY—ROBBERY nors, was involved in robbery at Two of the suspects just to extract some information from 
syndicates here are using minors the Somascan Sisters Convent reached Grade 4 while the the suspects that could lead to the 
in their operations, especially at Barangay Pangpang previous- three failed to complete Grade arrest of those running the syndi- 
those involved in the so-called ly 1 cates. 
“akyat-bahay” activities, the city's InaninterviewwiththeInqun- РОЗ Mildred Jintalan, in Не said City Mayor Leovic 
top policeman said following the ER, the children admitted the charge of the Women and Chil- Dioneda called him to a meeting 
arrest of five minor offenders crime but said they were forced dren's Desk, said some of those yesterday to discuss the problem 
ages 12 to 16 years old. by a certain “Bong” to rob so that arrested already had previous po- about street children, especially 
‘Supt. Adan Magdasoc, newly they could be admitted to Bongs lice records and could be consid- those who get entangled with the 
installed city chief of police, said group. ered as recidivists. law. 
the minors were tagged as re-  Dichoso said Bong intro-  Jintalan said the offenders — Magdasoc said in a text mes 
sponsible for looting some houses duced himself as a military man had been referred tothe City So- sage to the INquinen that two 
at the Sampaguita Subdivision іп and was armed with а hand- cial Welfare and Development minor suspects involved in the 
Barangay San Juan-Roro where gun. Office, which is the proper of- Somascan Convent robbery 
they were able to take cell АЙ five minors said they no fice to handle those considered were already arrested and 
phones, cash and some аррі- longer wanted to return home аз minors in conflict with the меге undergoing investigation 
ances. as they did not see any use stay- law as stated under Republic Act at the city police office. Bobby 
Magdasoc said another ing with their respective fami- 9344. Labalan, Inquirer Southern 
group, also composed of mi- lies. Magdasoc said they were able Luzon 


Palace exec counters study on Cordillera hunger 


ие Ж 


meysme чтүү BAGUIO CITY—A MALACANANG cluded from a goverment nutri- 3.7 percent from the 0.7 percent 
3 offical on Thursday said the conven- tion project scheduled this year to rate posted in 2005, largely due 
j tional definition of poverty that the correct this nutrition anomaly. to high farm yield, according to а. 
‘government was using may describe Sagada isa touris-drawing town statement released by Benjamin 
ey Cordillera provinces as "food of Mt. Province, which displaced Navarro, Cordillera director of 
poor” but the reality is “no one Ifugao from a list of the country’s the National Statistical Coordina- 
starves in any Igorot community” poorest provinces last year. tion Board (NSCB). 

Speaking before a regional de- During the Wednesday news А major hybrid rice producer, 
velopment council assembly, for- briefing, Michaela de Fiesta, Cor. Kalinga produced 66,000 metric 
mer Sagada Mayor Thomas Kil- dilera coordinator of the National tons of palay in 2006. 
lip, presidential assistant for Nutrition Council (NNC), referred to Моз: farmers have a substan- 
Cordillera affairs, countered a те: the 2005-2006 Social Weather Sta- tial farm surplus which families 
cent health and nutrition report tions hunger survey and a 2003 nu- consume, Ngalob said. 
that the region is "hungry" trition survey which detected there- Killip made no reference to the 

“To us in the Cordillera, even gion's malnutrition crisis. SWS hunger survey when he 
the thought of chronic hunger or Пе Fiesta said one oddity about countered reports about Сог 
starvation is not part of our vo- Cordillera consumption pattems is dillera hunger. 
cabulary. In our values, to allow a Фе fact that indigenous Filipinos — "Cordillerans in their whole his- 
family to starve is not only a dis- here stil preferred to consume meat tory do not have accounts of starva- 
grace, itis a crime," he said. than the vegetables they produce. боп even in the worst of times,” һе 

Government health and nutrition | Juan Ngalob, Cordillera direc- said. “Even while Spanish conquis- 
experts announced in а Wednesday (ог of the National Economic and tadores (ке) Guillermo Galvey 
press conference that they had de- Development Authority, said most conducted punitive expeditions to 
tected high incidences of malnuti- vegetable farms in Benguet and pacify Igorots and take control of 
tion and hunger in the Mt. Province, Mt. Province are dedicated to con- the gold resources in these areas by 
Ifugao, Kalinga, Apayao,andAbra, — sumers who spend up to P2 billion buming entire villages and fields to 

‘These provinces make up the on salad vegetables shipped to starve communities, there were 


ACORDILLERAN puffs onan old pipe in Baguio City's Malcolm Square. While a study said Cordilerans go Cordillera Administrative Region. Metro Manila each day. never any accounts of starvation,” 
hungry despite the number of its farms, a Malacafiang official said no Cordilleran will ever allow himself or Only Benguet, Мето Малда main - The Сога ета? gross regional е вай. Vincent Cabrera, Inquirer 


his family to starve. 


VNCENTCASREZANGURERNORTHERNLUZON source of Salad vegetables, was ex- domestic product in 2006 grew to Northern Luzon 
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Aces bag Fiesta Cup, end drought 


By Musong R. Castillo 


THEY DID THEIR TIME—SEVEN LONG 
years to be exact. 

Seventeen tournaments departed from 
the last championship that capped a 
decade-long dynasty, the Alaska Aces were 
winners again—and in the most dramatic 
fashion to boot. 

Playing with poise and fluidity when the 
‘game was on the line, the Aces outlasted 
the Talk Text Phone Pals, 99-96, in one of 
the most enthralling Game 7s in the history 
of the PBA to bag the Fiesta Cup champi- 


An exclusive offer from SMART. 


опір at the oven-hot Cuneta Astrodome. 

Willie Miller came up with two big-time 
plays inside the final 1:17 as the Aces broke 
the game's last tie at 94 for a 98-94 lead 
which proved enough of a buffer to help 
Alaska cushion the impact of five missed 
free throws the rest of the way. 

"We played with a lot of heart and we 
played so hard,” Alaska coach Tim Cone, 
nearly in tears, said. “A lot of people have 
doubted if we [could] ever win a champi- 
onship again (after dominating the 1990s 
with 10 titles)” 

There could have been no more fitting 


More Sports stories 
on A23 to 26 


end to what was a perfectly played rubber 
match: An outcome hanging in the balance 
inthe clutch and а game that wasn't decided 
‘until Miller sliced the Talk Тех defense to 
score with a layup and knocked the ball 
away from Mac Cardona in the next play. 
"That gem ofa defense led to a baby-hook 
by the unorthodox Rosell Ellison the other 


end, giving the Aces that four-point lead. 

Alaska actually satin the pressure cooker 
from there as the Aces failed to finish off the 
Phone Pals from the free throw line with 
Miler and Reynel Hugnatan missing five 
freebies between them, 
an opening of sorts. 

But the Phone Pals could not capitalize. 
“They came to within two and had a chance to 
tie the game in the dying seconds, but JJ 
Sullinger was smothered by an Alaska de- 
fense that ай but snuffed Talk N Texts hopes. 

And after a split by Hugnatan, a lastsec- 
ond heave by Sullinger from beyond the arc 


rimmed out, ending the seven-year Alaska 
drought that was one of the longest by any 
team in recent memory as far as gaps be- 
tween championships are concerned. The 
last Alaska title came in the 2000 All-Filipino. 

Miller went on to win the Finals MVP 
award handed out by the PBA Press Corps. 

The scores: 

ALASKA S9 Elis 30, Miler 22, Hogan 16, Fer 
ж, Cortez 9, Thoss 7, Laure 3, Belasco 3, Singson O. 

TALK 'N TEXT 96—Sulinger 30, Cardona 29, Wash- 
ington 12, Belano 10, De Ocampo 9, Alado 4, Carey 1, 
Bine 1, Pato. 

(Quarters: 2548, 45-59, 7072, 99.96 
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yt dead in Greenhills robbery 


5 men ambush victims leaving bank 


By Kristine L. Alave s blocked their Cargo Services, Inc., in Annapo- 
infront of lis, San Juan. Prescillas was а 
TWO EMPLOYEES OF A CARGO 
firm were killed yesterday morn- ? 5 т. 
ing by five unidentified gunmen Тһе incident occurred at about ША not give de- 
who could have fled with a l tly after the vic. tails on how much money the pair 
amount of cash the victims with- tims 
drew from a bank in Greenhills, branch, PO2 Rio Tuyay he to the victim 
San Juan City. two were pronounced d -have left the 
Roel Prescillas and Fernando riva y Cardinal San- 3 million. Teams have been de 
4. Pascua were riding a motor- ical Center. Р and ployed by the police to tac 
when five armed men on Pascua were employees of RRJP down the suspect 


Lim OKs weekend rallies in Mendiola 


By Allison W. Lopez ай mt the PNP “for security and safety reasons.” 
“In the ob- iced two conflicting 
MENDIOLA WILL REMAIN OPEN. servanceofth e right of the ose to uphold 
Manila Mayor Alfredo Lim people takes prece ۷ з of free speech and 
tumed down yesterday the re interest of the stat 
Calderon. 
or general Oscar Calderon letter to recon: а 
for a total ban on rallies at the his- of permit И aluated judi 


toric Mendiola Bridge near Mala- Bridge on weekends and holidays апу permit is Renzo 
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Comelec probes big numbe 
of voters for barangay polls 


By Nikko Dizon 


CHAIR BENJAMIN ABALOS SR..OF 
the Commission on Elections (Com- 
elec) has ordered an investigation of 
the high voter registration turnout in 
Metro Manila for the synchronized 
barangay and Sangguniang Kabataan 
elections on Oct. 29. 

The registration is supposed to end 
tomorrow but Abalos said the proce- 
dure for the SK elections “would defi- 
nitely be extended,” but not the regis- 
tration for the barangay elections. 

Abalos told reporters in a tele-con- 
ference call yesterday that the large 
number of people trying to register 
was surprising. 

‘Abalos is in Singapore with Com- 
elec Commissioner Florentino Tuason 
Jr. for the launch of the 20-day pilot 
study of Internet voting for overseas 
absentee voters. 

He was informed of the stampede 
‘Thursday night at the Comelec office 
іп Апосегов, Manila where at least 
18 people fainted. 

Abalos said businessman Jose Con- 
cepcion, chair of Barangay Forbes 
Park in Makati City, also told him of 
the huge turnout of registrants in 
Makati City. 

The Comelec chair said: "Only per- 
sons who would be 18 by Oct. 29 are 
allowed to register.” 

The current voter registration period 
is for Filipinos who did not turn 18 in 
time for the May 14 midterm elections, 
as well as those who want to reactivate 
their registration and those who have 
transferred residences, Abalos said. 

Abalos did not discount the possi- 
bility that the upsurge in registrants 
was an attempt by flying voters or 
double registrants to take advantage 
ofthe coming barangay elections. 

Yesterday, а handful of Akbayan 
Youth members urged the Comelec to 
extend the SK registration to avoid the 
disenfranchisement of young voters. 


By Allison W. Lopez 


A NARROW, DEAD-END STREET 
and a dilapidated building could 
spell disaster for thousands of 
Manila residents rushing to beat 
the deadline for registration for the 
barangay and Sangguniang Ka- 
bataan (SK) elections in October. 

The other day three people were 
slightly wounded as ап unruly 
group scrambled to enter the 
building before it closed at 5:30 
p-m., according to Station 5 com- 
mander Supt. Rogelio Rosales. 

Rosales denied reports that 
there was a stampede. He said the 
three only had minor seratches. 

“We have also added 12 police- 
men to the 12 already there. 
They're mostly at the entrance be- 
cause that’s where the pushing 
happened,” he said. 

Comelec Manila election officer 
Jovencio Balanquit said two wait- 
ing ambulences brought the vic- 
tims to a hospital. Barricades and 
Steel railings had been set up to 
contain the crowd 

“Thursday had double the num- 
ber of people on Wednesday. 1 
think there were almost 4,000 per- 
sons," he said. 

Angeli Magat of Sampaloc, who 
was registering for the first time, 
seid she feared a stampede due to 
the huge crowd and the lack of an- 
other exit on Arroceros Street, 
where the local Manila Comelec of- 


Voters’ registration risky biz 


fice was. “The registration should 
have been done at the barangaysür 
in schools" Magat said, adding 
that she had already been to the of- 
fice three times. 

Under a Comelec resolution, 
registration can only be held in ће 
office of the election officer. In 
Manila, the place to go to was the 
old structure on Arroceros Street. 

Balanquit said they had no 
choice but to follow the resolution. 

Outside the Comelec office thou- 
sands waited under the sun, with 
lines extending from the building 
tothe LRT Central station. 

‘Anthony Duico of Parola, Binon- 
do, was able to register by 10 a.m. 
yesterday only because he stood іп 
line with some neighbors at 1 a.m. 

“We lined up early so we could 
finish early,” he said. "On Thursday" 
we were here at 2 a.m. and went, 
home at 4 p.m. The system is slow. 
"The SK registrations should have 
been held in a different place." 

Balanquit said the nearby Uni- 
versidad de Manila might let them 
use its lobby for the SK registra- 
tions. 

But speeding up the process, he 
said, was difficult because there were 
different application forms for first- 
time registration, re-registration, and 
transfer of registration. 

He said only one biometrics mä- 
chine was allotted to each of six dis- 
tricts, and it took 2 % minutes to take 
a person's picture and fingerprints. 


Akbayan Youth said the registration 
process was “chaotic and confusing.” 
“The situation discriminates against 
young voters. It takes away their right to 
participate in our democratic process- 


Maximum tolerance policy 
at Sona on Monday, says PNP 


By Julie M. Aurelio, 
Margaux С. Ortiz 


POLICE OFFICIALS YESTERDAY 
assured militants that maximum tol- 
erance will be exercised during Mon- 
day's State of the Nation Address at 
the Batasan Complex in Quezon City. 

In a meeting with representatives 
of militant groups, Director Reynaldo 
Varilla, chief of the National Capital 
Region Police Office, also urged the 
organizers of protest actions to keep 
an eye on their ranks to avoid infiltra- 
tion from unruly elements. 

“Тһе police will be there as your 
protectors and not your aggressors,” 
Varilla assured the leaders. 

‘The dialogue was held at the Sulo 
Hotel yesterday morning. In atten- 
dance were Rusty Delizo, Linggoy Al- 
спат, Rep. Епа Rosales, Rep. Risa 
Hontiveros-Baraquel from Akbayan, 
and Renato Reyes of Bayan. 

Supt. Rhode Sermonia, NCRPO 
spokesperson, said the regional director 
‘meant to thresh out the concern and is- 


sues of the militant leaders for Monday's 
protest rallies at the Batasan Complex. 

The Quezon City Police District is 
set to deploy 3,000 of its operatives in 
the Batasan area for the Sona. 

“Аз much as possible, we would 
protect those holding their protests in 
the area because the police force is 
not only meant to serve those in pow- 
ег” QCPD director Senior Supt. Mag- 
tanggol Gatdula told the INquinen. He 
said the operatives, previously as- 
signed to QCPD's stations and 
precincts, would be part of a civil dis- 
turbance management group. 

“My men would have no guns with 
them. We wanteveryone to know that 
ме are not the enemy here,” Gatdula 
stressed. 

‘The police chief said he had talked 
with various leaders of militant 
groups who assured him that they 
would hold their protests along the 
stretch of Commonwealth Av- 
enue—from Ever Gotesco Common- 
wealth mall to the area before St. Pe- 
ter's Church. 


ез," Akbayan Youth said in a statement. 
Filipinos from 15 to below 18 years 

old can register for the SK elections. 
‘Those 18 years old and above can 

register for the barangay elections. 
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Bus accident at DM Blvd 
ELEVEN passengers wore injured yester- 
гу when their bus crashed into а center 
island along Diosdado Macapagal Boule- 
Vard in Paranaque City before tilting over 
the railing and into the muddy creek be- 
low. Because of the Impact, o women 
anda man fell into tne creek and were 
fished out of the water by a 14-year-old 
boy, Jupit Andrada, who saw te In 

dent yesterday morning. РО? Jose Ad- 
Sucul, case investigator, sald the pas- 
Sengers sustained only bruises and 
Scratches and were treated at the San 
ап de Dios Hospital in Pasay Ciy. He 
identified the passengers who fell into 
the creek as Enrique Soliblo Jr., 25; Vic- 
torina Ranzelo, 21; and Mary Jane Vil- 
Janueva. 39. The eight other victims were 
Rosario Masinas, 58: Rolando Adjong, 
28; Adonis Teron, 36; Michael Moral, 23: 
Sonny Gaburnay, 16; Erlina Orevillo, 39; 
Christian Carlo Glanan, 21 and Harissa 
Angelica Go, 17. An investigation 
Showed that the Мат! Trans bus (PVN 
112) was allegedly driving at high speed 
along the portion of Macaralg Bridge on 
Diosdado Macapagal Bivd. when the 
devettred to avold hiting aman ona 
bicycle. In the process, the bus slammed 
into the center island. Julie M. Aurelio 


The men allegedly behind beheading, 
mutilation of dead Marines 


MANY READERS WERE SHOCKED 
upon reading in this column Thurs- 
day about the alleged participation of 
the men of former Basilan governor 
and now Rep. Wahab Akbar in the 
massacre of Marines in the province. 

Moro Islamic Liberation Front 
(MILF) rebels and Akbars men re- 
portedly conspired in ambushing the 
Marines who were returning home 
after a futile search for kidnapped 
Italian priest Giancarlo Bossi. 

Here's another shocker: The MILF 
was telling the truth when it denied that 
its members committed the beheading 
and mutilation of the dead Marines. 

My source in the military intelli- 
gence alleges that the people who be- 
headed and mutilated the dead 
Marines were Akbar's men! 

‘Akbar, аз you know, is a former 
leader of the Abu Sayyaf who surren- 
dered to the government. 

With the massacre of the Marines, 
it would look like Akbar’ loyalties are 
still with the Abu Sayyaf. 

‘The MILF and Akbars men, accord- 
ing to my source, ambushed the 
Marines to give covering fire for the Abu 
Sayyaf who were fleeing with Bossi 

My source, quoting some people in 
the community where the ambush 
took place, said the Abu Sayyaf 
thought the Marines came to the area 
to rescue Bossi. 


In fact, the Marines, according to 
an official government report on the 
massacre, were on their way home 
and were just passing through. 

Akbars men allegedly beheaded 
and mutilated the dead Marines to 
show their fellow MILF ambushers 
they held sway in the area. 

Representative Akbar, whose 
wife is now the governor, should be 
made to account for the crime of 
his men, if true. 

Military intelligence should dig 
into the source of the 800 pieces of 
M-16 and M-14 rifles, grenade 
launchers and mortars that were 
reportedly given to Akbar before 
the May 14 election. 

If the military intelligence earnest- 
ly investigate the source, it would 
face the proverbial blank wall. 

Why? 

Because, according to my infor- 
mant, the weapon: given to Akbar 
came from the government itself! 


Why was Akbar given such a 
huge cache of weaponry? 

My informant, who is himself with 
military intelligence, said that Akbar 
made a government bigwig win in 
Basilan during the 2004 election. 

Also, the government thought 
wrongly—that Akbar would be 
fighting his former Abu Sayyaf 
comrades. 

A member of a police group а 
signed at the piers that has been dis- 
banded with the creation of the PASG 
(Presidential Anti-Smuggling Group) 
is still collecting protection money 
from smugglers. 

The guy goes by the alias "Kal- 
abaw” 

The guy may soon face arrest for 
allegedly using a policeman's name jn 
the tong collection racket at the pigs. 


Why do the South Expressway 
authorities allow vehicles with no 
taillights to cruise along the ex- 
pressway at night? 

Isaw a car ahead of me Tuesday 
night nearly run smack into a slow- 
moving truck with no taillights at 
the expressway. 

The South Expressway authori- 
ties apparently don’t care if lives 
and limbs are lost so long as they 
earn money from toll. 
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Suicide blasts kill 51 as Pakistan chaos worsens 


ISLAMABAD—THREE SUICIDE rule out strikes on suspected ter- Six more were killed when a and the people of Pakistan to and paramilitary troops, police 
bombings, one of them targeting an тогі. targets inside its ally's terri- militant ploughed his explosives- fight terrorism in all its forms and said. 
army mosque, Killed atleast 51 peo- tory saying the Taliban and Al- laden vehicle into the gates of a manifestations." The force of the blast knocked 
ple in Pakistan on Thursday, amid a Qaeda had begun to threaten the police college in the nearby town Interior Minister Aftab Sherpao over lorries and demolished near- 
growing backlash against a govem- government of Pakistan itself. of Hangu as recruits carried outa earlier told AFP that “indirectly by shops. 
‘ment raid on an Islamabad mosque. Тһе latest suicide attack left at morning drill these attacks are a backlash reac- Тһе blast killed 30 people in- 
"As Pakistan reeled from one of least 15 people dead during Тһе attacks left a trail of body tion against the Red Mosque.” cluding eight police officers, 
its bloodiest days in years, au- evening prayers at an army parts, blood stains and mangled Musharraf, whose order forthe while the Chinese were all “safe,” 
thorities said the blasts were like- mosque in the northwestern gar- vehicles. mosque raid sparked calls from said Major General Saleem 
ly part of a wave of attacks that rison town of Kohat, near the bor- Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz Al-Qaeda for a holy war, said Nawaz, the inspector general of 
has killed almost 200 people der with Afghanistan. condemned the “acts of terror- Wednesday that Pakistan was in the paramilitary Frontier Corps. 
sparked by last week's storming 1а the southwestern industrial ism" and said that those who “direct confrontation” with Is- _ Baluchistan police chief Tariq 
ofthe pro-Taliban Red Mosque. town of Hub, a suicide car committed them in the name of lamic militants and pledged to at- Khosa blamed the attack on ex- 
‘The violence came amid mount- bomber earlier blew himself up as religion were the “biggest ene- tack their hideouts. tremists behind the spate of at- 
ing pressure from several fronts on а convoy of Chinese citizens and mies of Islam,” thestaterunAsso- Тһе attack in Hub, in the gas- tacks since troops surrounded the 
% President Pervez Musharraf, who security forces passed by, killing ciated Press of Pakistan reported. rich province of Baluchistan, tar- Red Mosque оп July 3. More than 
MÀ has pledged to attack the militants. at least 30 Pakistanis but no Chi- — Aziz vowed that the attacks егей a convoy of seven Chinese 100 died in the week-long siege 
MUSHARRAF: Under the gun. x? The White House refused to nese nationals, officials said. would “not deter the government mine workers escorted by police and subsequent assault. AFP 


China vows IONS US shifts, 
to improve | = : d oW | will allow 
food safety 7 Узнета! | lighters on 
after scares í h Eaa airplanes 


BEUING—CHINA HAS SHUT 3 = has — re] 
down companies involved in c ; cere] | WASHINGTON—FEDERAL AVIA- 
some of the highest-profile health 2 E: tion authorities have decided to 
scares involving Chinese-made z 1 i stop enforcing a 2-year-old rule 
goods and will take further steps 2” pA M against taking cigarette lighters 
to improve product safety, a top ^ on airplanes, concluding that it 
official said Friday. С > was a waste of time to search for 
“The Chinese government is ре t әз 1 ii | them before passengers boarded, 
moving to address the fundamen- = У а Sax (шк Тһе ban was imposed at the in- 
tal problems behind issues relating 1 з А = 2 sistence of Congress after a pas- 
to food product safey” Li < 5 ШИН | senger Richard Reed, tried to ig- 
Changjiang, the minister in charge > 7%, D * = nite a bomb in his shoe in 2001 on 
of the country's top product safety 3 T a flight from Paris to Miami. 
agency told a news conference. " B 2 Ў lawmakers said that if Reed had 
Li said the agency had closed two 4 шы used а lighter, instead of matches, 
companies involved in the recent В $^ (шей | he might have been able to ignite 
сазе of toxic dog and cat food фас Е, E a 3 E the bomb, but Kip Hawley, assistant 
killed pets in the United States, and 5 ч p secretary for the Transportation Se- 
another firm blamed for exportinga / f a NY i +4 P curity Administration, said in an in- 
toxin later used in toothpaste. ј F R 13 к Б terview оп Thursday that the ban 
‘The announcements come as Chi- j i had done little to improve aviation 
па faces increasing foreign pressure | f z s > 3 | security because small batteries 
over the quality of its exports, with X - А could be used to set off a bomb. 
US President George W. Bush this ; \ & z Matches have never been pro- 
week announcing stepped-up efforts M % 2 SN hibited on fights. 
to intercept dangerous imports. 2 aha a “Taking lighters away is securi- 
Bush did notsingle out China, but | £ — ty theater,” Hawley said. “Ie trivi- 
the country’s export image has been 789 > alizes the security process.” 
severely tamished in recent months | © с EE = The policy change, which takes 
by regular reports of shoddy ordan- | BETTER THAN NINTENDO? effect Aug. 4, applies to disposable 
gerous Chinese made goods. Children enjoying a good time on their unicycles on July 19 in Dordrecht, Netherlands. Unicycling it's all the rage now in the Netherlands. | butane lighters, like Bies, and re- 
li vowed China would over- | Thousands of young girls, throughout the whole country, spend their time in the school playground riding their unicycles. мт | fillable lighters, like Zippos. Torch 
haul its inspection and supervi- lighters, which have thin, hotter 
sion systems. flames, willstll be banned | 
“China takes seriously issues : Security officers have been col- 
related to food product safety F f B 1 Һ 1 b ke lecting some 22,000 lighters a 
emus Focus of Brazil crash now on pilot, brakes — урыны 
the establishment of effective su- lines at check points. Even so, 


pervision methods, said Li, who SAOPAULO—DEBATEOVERTHE Вис Globo TV said the jet had Avideoofthebotchedfnalland- footage shows the jet accelerating many smokers had found ways to 
heads the General Administra- cause of Brazil's worst air crash been flying without one of its ing by ТАМ Linhas Aereas plane re- instead of braking when it touched sneak lighters through check- 
tion of Quality Supervision, In- shifted оп Thursday бот thrust reversers, which help slow leased by the national airport au- down on the short, slippery run- points, often by placing more 
spection and Quarantine. widespread claims of a faulty run- the plane at landing. It reported thority Infraero also seemed to cast way—perhaps because the pilot than one in а carry-on bag. Dis- 

“1 believe this will lead to the way to potential pilot error or fail- the device was turned off after a doubt on whether the runway was маз trying to lift off again after re- posing of the seized lighters has 
enhancement of supervision.”  ureofthe plane's braking systems. malfunction last week and that ас fault in Brazil's second major avi- alizing he could not brakein time. cost about $4 million a year. 

Li said China has shut down Soon after Tuesdays fiery acci- the plane had difficulty braking ation disaster in less than a year. Others expressed doubt. А ban on liquids іп containers 
two companies іп eastern China dentat Sao Paulo's Congonhas air- on the same slippery runway one Infraero chief Jose Carlos Pereira “The govemmentis dearly tying greater than three ounces will re- 
blamed for adding the dangerous port, which killed all 186 people day before the crash. said the runway was safe for aircraft 10 convince public opinion that the main in effect, but the security 
chemical melamine to protein on board and more on the ground, Still an executive for the airline the size of the A320 and thatthe re- runway at Congonhas was not at agency will modify its rules related 
products later used in pet food for many officials and aviation ех. said technical norms allowed fying cently repaved landing strip was fault" said Elnio Borges, president to breast milk. Passengers will be al- 
US and Canadian markets. perts blamed the rain-soaked тип. the jet even with two reversersshut. not to blame. Nevertheless, he said of the Varig Pilots’ Association. lowed to carry breast milk in quan- 

The companies used adminis- way where the Airbus A320 skid- А reverser is temporarily deployed air traffic in Congonhas would be “They're going to do everything tities greater than three ounces as 
trative loopholes to dodge inspec- ded before slamming into a gas at the rear of a jet engine to divert cut by nearly 20 percent. they can to blame the pilot.” long as it is declared for inspection 


tions, Li said. station and cargo terminal. its thrust forward and aid braking. According to Infraero, the Reuters at the security checkpoint. NYT 
‘Also shut down was a factory 


шка сыш Judge dismisses ex-spy Plame’s suit vs W. House officials 


The company mislabeled the 


product as the sweetener glyc- gr » WASHINGTON—FORMER CIA dictional grounds and said he штп іп 2003, shortly after Wilson the case dismissed is a big relief.” 


erin, It was later used in tooth- operative Valerie Plame has lost 2. would not express an opinion on began criticizing the administra- Plame and Wilson pledged to 
paste sold overseas. = lawsuit that demanded money the constitutional arguments. tion's march to war in Iraq, appeal. 

Li warned that China faces a from Vice President Dick Cheney Bates dismissed the case Armitage and Rove were the “This case is not just about 
huge challenge policing smaller j and other Bush administration of- against all defendants: Cheney, sources for that article, which what top government officials did 
operations such as these. ficials whom she blamed for leak- White House political adviser touched off a lengthy leak investi- to Valerie and me,” Wilson said in 

“There are many of them scat- ing her secret agency identity. Karl Rove, Cheney's former chief gation. Nobody was charged with а statement. "We brought this suit 
tered over a large geographical Plame, the wife of former Am- ОҒ staff I. Lewis “Scooter” Libby leaking, but Libby was convicted because we strongly believe that 
area, they have poor production . bassador Joseph Wilson, had ac- and former Deputy Secretary of of lying and obstruction of thein- politicizing intelligence ultimate- 
conditions, and the quality of 9 cused Cheney and others of con- State Richard Armitage. vestigation. President George W. ly serves only to undermine the 
their products is not stable and spiring to disclose her identity in Plame's lawyers said from thebe- Bush commuted Libby's 2 1/2- security of our nation.” 
even substandard,” he said. 2003. Plame said that violated her ginning the suit would be a difficult year prison term before the for- Though Bates said the case 

Li, who recently condemned a privacy rights and was Шера! reri- case to make. Public officals nor- mer aide served any time. raised “important questions relat- 
US ban on several types of Chinese bution for her husband's criticism of mally are immune from such actions “This just dragged on the char- ing to the propriety of actions un- 
seafood products as “unaccept- | the administration's Iraq war policy. filed in connection with their jobs. acter assassination that had gone  dertaken by our highest govern- 
able,” admitted on Friday that the . US District Judge John D. Plame's identity was revealed оп for years,” said Alex Bourelly, ment officials,” he said there was 
es сш pop p Bates dismissed the case on juris- іп a syndicated newspaper col- one of Libby's lawyers. “To have no legal basis for the suit. АР 


Poll finds Americans still have mixed views on Hillary Clinton 


WOMEN VIEW SEN. HILLARY agree with her on the issues and еу are not as well known. Nei- married, less-affluent Democratic 
Rodham Clinton more favorably see her as a strong leader. ther men nor women fully trust women. More than eight in 10 
than men do, but she still faces Among both women and men, that she is saying what she really working women say she under- 
skepticism among some women, Americans said they thought believes, the poll found. stands their problems. 
especially those who are older and, Clinton would be an effective  AthirdofAmericansinthepoll Тһе older the woman, the more 
to a lesser extent, those who are commander in chief if she suc- say most people they know will negatively she views Clinton: 27 
married, according to the latest ceeded in becoming the first fe- Бе “less likely” to vote for percent of those under 45 view 
NewYork Times/CBS News pol. male president, suggesting she because she is а woman. Still, а her negatively; 33 percent of those 
Aleflough women hold more has made headway in diminish- majority said her sex would not between 45 and 64 view her nega- 
positive views than men do of all ing any concerns that her sex matter. tively; and 40 percent of those 64 
the” leading Democratic candi- would impede her from leading _ Among all registered voters, 46 and older view her negatively. 
dates, winning the support of the nation in wartime. A majority percent of women have а favor- Тһе poll was conducted by tele- 
women, who made up 54 percent. of those polled said they thought able view of Clinton, while 33 phone across the country from Ju- 
of voters in the last presidential she would win the White House if percent have an unfavorable ly 9 to July 17 among 1,554 
election, is especially important she captured the, Democratic view. The restare undecided. The adults. Of those, 1,068 were wom- 
to Clinton's campaign, which has nomination. numbers are opposite for men, en, a deliberate over-sampling de- 
sought to rally them behind her But the poll held some warning with 34 percent having a positive signed to examine the views of dif- 
as a trailblazer. The poll found signs. Some 40 percent of voters view of her and 47 percent hold- ferent groups of women. The mar- 
that although many women con- view her unfavorably, more than ing a negative view. gin of sampling error for all adults 
tinue to have negative feelings for any of the other major candi- Тһе support for her is most and for women was plus or minus 
about her, overall they tend to dates for president, although pronounced among young, un- three percentage point. NYT PRESIDENTIAL hopeful Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton, D-NY. 
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the WORLD Т 
Russia expels 4 British envoys 


MOSCOW-—RUSSIA EXPELLED FOUR BRITISH about ‘the unfiendly actions of refusal to cooperate. Moscow says ons of Russias apparent halt tO 
i aed Britain towards Russia.” its constitution prohibits the ex- cooperation in fighting terrorism. 
diplomats on Thursday and suspended coopera- “Four British embassy staff in tradition ofits citizens. Security officials and analysts 
tion with London on fighting terrorism, as a bitter жо are now persona non gra- British prosecutors m charged а counterterrorism cooperation 

5 ii ta and they should leave the terri- Andrei Lugovoy a former KGB between the two sides was in any 
row over Moscow’s refusal to extradite a murder tory of the Russian Federation bodyguard, with kiling Litvinenko case limited because their pidand 
suspect escalated. within 10 days,” Kamynin said. Бу spiking his tea with lethal ra- and expertise меге poorly matched. 

Britain called the expulsions dioactive polonium in a London ho- Relations between the two for- 
‘The Kremlin said Russia had been sia and Britain will develop nor- “completely unjustified” and said it tel. Lugovoy denies the allegations. mer Cold War foes have chilled to 
ёге! шо a *propordonare те. mally because both countries are маз disappointed Moscow had not Russia will also stop issuing the frostiest level since the cok PUTIN; Just a “mini-cri 
sponse” ro Britains aipulsion of four interested in this,” Putin told re- signaled any fresh cooperation іп visas to British officials and cease lapse of the Soviet Union in the j 
iom Ciplamatscatierthsweek. porters in Staraya Terizmorga, athe case of Alexander Livinenko, a cooperation with London in the wake of Moscow refusal to extra; provocative, amore! and Short 
зал dran Pur his village in central Russia. "I think former Russian security agentmur- war оп terror, Kamynin said, dite Lugovoy the latest in a series sighted,” said Kremlin spokesper- 
first comments since Britain an- we will overcome this mini-crsis.” dered in London last year. adding that Russia's response was of irritants in bilateral relations, son Dmitry Peskov. 
nounced the expulsions, said he Foreign Ministry chiefspokesper- Тһе United Statesand the Euro- the “minimum necessary.” "Russia was forced to give this Russia and Britain are no 
"ont che "meris" im ties зоп Mikhail Kamynin told reporters pean Union both weighed in with _Aspokesperson for British Prime proportionate response to rhe ас. strangers to i orta! expulsions 
thought he ind be overcome, the British ambassador had been declarations of support for Britain Minister Gordon Brown said tions of the British authorities... common in Cold War days but gen- 
холдоо between Rus. summoned and handed а note and asked Russia to reconsider its Britain was examining the implica- which we think are inopportune, erally over spying cases, Reuters 


New York cleans up 
after steam pipe blast 


NEW YORK—SOME NEW YORK- “Every single test we did of the 
ers doubted offical assurances on айг showed there was no asbestos 
‘Thursday that the air surrounding іп the air” said New York Mayor 
a deadly steam pipe explosion іл Michael Bloomberg, adding the 
midtown Manhattan was safe to tiny asbestos exposure from de- 
breathe despite the discoveryofas- bris some may have suffered was 
bestos-tainted debris. unlikely to cause harm. 

Workers began cleaning up the Officials said cold water on the 
site of Wednesday evening's blast, pipe could have caused the explo- 
"which shook buildings, unleashed sion. 

а geyser of steam and boiling, Мен Yorkers’ skepticism about 
brownish water and sent people the air quality stems from false as- 
fleeing in scenes reminiscent of surances after the Sept. 11 attacks 
the Sept. 11 attacks in 2001. and after utility Consolidated Edison 

А six-square-block area beside admitted covering up asbestos con- 

busy Grand Central Station was cor- tamination of a residential neigh- 
doned off by police wearing breath- — borhood in a steam pipe explosion 
ing masks after tests showed the de- іп 1989 that killed three people. 
Pris contained asbestos—widely Carlos Garcia, an engineer 
used in the past as a flame retardant wearing a breathing mask, said he 
and insulator but now known to be volunteered during the clean-up 
a dangerous carcinogen. of the World Trade Center site af- 

‘Authorities said по airborne ter the buildings collapsed in a bil- 


"I 
Nc айй asbestos had been detected after low of debris in the 2001 attacks 
CHEAPER BY THE HALF-DOZEN? е the rush-hour blast that caused and would not take any risks now. 


The Masche sextuplets, from left, Savannah, Bailey, Grant, Cole, Мой! and Blake, are lined up in а row at Phoenix Children's Hospital in the death of one woman of car- "т worried about the ai,” he 
Phoenix. The sextuplets, three boys and three girls, were born seven weeks premature on June 11, we ас arrest while fleeing and in- said. "I survived once so 1 want to 
jured 45 others. survive the second time.” Reuters 


Quake damage to Japan nuclear site worse than reported 


KASHIWAZAKI, JAPAN—THEOP- Tokyo Electric Power apologized for day; and that the lids had opened on 317 gallons of which flowed into "We will start an investigation wazaki, Hiroshi Aida, ordered the 
erator of a nuclear power plant delays and errors in announcing the “a few dozen" of those barrels, the Sea of Japan. It said the waters from the ground up,” he pledged. plant to stop operations until 
Stricken by an earthquake earlier extent of damage at the plantin this Тоо Electric said it had found level of radioactivity was still fartoo Тһе company’s slow расе in re- safety could be ensured 
this week said Wednesday that northwestern coastal city, which was some 50 problems at the plant low to harm the environment. vealing the plants problems has _ The troubles at the plant raise 
Gamage was worse than previous. struck Monday by a magnitude 68 caused bythe earthquake, including Television footage showed brought criticism from Japanese questions about nuclear power at 
fy oported and that a leak of was earthquake. The company also said loose exhaust ducts and damaged Tokyo Electric's president, Tsune- all ће way up to the prime minis- aime when resource-poor Japan 
Wer was 50 percent more radioac- that tremors had tipped over “sever- pipes. In a statement, the company hisa Katsumata, bowing low in ter and fed public fears about the must compete for oil and gas with 
tive than initially announced. ai hundred” barrels of radioactive said it had miscalculated thelevelof apology during a visit to Kashi- safety of nuclear power On hungry neighbors like China and 
For the third cone in three days, waste not 100 as it reported Tues- radioactivity of the leaked wate, wazaki city hall on Wednesday Wednesday, the mayor of Kashi- India. NYT 
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By Musong R. Castillo. 


THE LIST OF VICTIMS HAS JUST GOTTEN 
longer for the San Miguel-Pilipinas Team. 

James Yap returned from sick bay to fire 18 points 
and lead the Nationals to an 84.68 thumping of 
Kuwait їп a goodwill game yesterday at the Sta. Lucia 
East Grand Mall gym. 

Danny Seigle also came back to active duty to 
shoot 13-and the Nationals were never really threat- 
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onship slated July 28 to Aug. 5 in Tokushima, Japan. 

‘The Philippines came into the match fresh off a 
rousing triumph in the Smart 4-Nation Invitational, 
‘where it humbled Lebanon in the Finals on Sunday. 

‘The team has now played a total of 14 games in 19 
days, counting nine straight outings to finish third in. 
the Jones Cup tournament ín Taipei. 

"The two teams play the last of two games in their 
tuneup at the Carruncho Gym today 

Kuwait is bracketed іп Group B along with host 


Assistant Editor Francis T. . Ochoa. 
 sportsGinquirr 


than as part of the immediate needs of the team. 

"The Kuwaitis are nowhere near the teams we're 
preparing foc" he said. "They are small and quick while 
мете getting ready for tall opponents in Group А” 

The Philippines belongs to what Reyes described 
as the “Group of Death” in Japan. The Nationals will 
play Iran on July 28, China on the 29th and Jordan 
оп the 30th. 


Renren Ritualo had 13 points, Gabe Norwood and 
Ranidel De Ocampo eight each. 


ened. Curiously, though, the Nationals played down Japan, Lebanon and the United Arab Emirates. 


БАМ MIGUELRP's Gabe Norwood drives past Fahad 
their readiness to do battle in фе Fiba-Asia Champi- Reyes viewed the games more as a commitment 


Mark Caguioa and Jimmy Alapag rested minor in- 
UTE Rabahi of Kuwait in yesterday's tuneup match. зонүномшло 


juries and didnt play. 


GP TOYOTA 
moving forward > 


Cozy Space will soon be yours. 
Imagine a beautiful moment. 
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singles title 


German ousts last seed left 


By Romina S. Austria 


TOP SEED AND WORLD NO. 2 CHEN HONG OF CHINA ENDED THE UPSET RUN 
of Vietnam's Nguyen Tien Minh with а 17-21, 21-19, 21-15 victory last night to 
move within two wins of ruling the 2007 Bingo Bonanza Philippine Open Bad- 
minton Championships at the PhilSports Arena. 


In the women’s singles, Germany's Ju- 
liane Schenk ousted Hong Kong's Yip Pui- 
yin, the highest seed remaining at No. 6, 
‘while badminton superpower Indonesia 
collared four semifinals slots. 

Chen trailed, 16-11, in the opening set 
as Nguyen, who upset Olympic gold 
medalist Taufik Hidayat in the second 
round, attacked the net without letup. 

In the second set, neither players led by 
more than two points until Chen jumped 
toa 13-9 lead and never looked back. 

Chen plays Korea's Park Sung-hwan, the 
ninth seed, in today’s semifinal round. 

Park surprised No. 4 seed Kenneth 
Jonassen of Denmark, 21-19, 22-20. 

Chen overhauled а 1-7 deficit in the 
third set by forcing Nguyen to the baseline 
and by converting several service winners 
to posta 15-11 lead. 

‘The other men’s matches різ sixth seed 
Sony Dwi Kuncoro of Indonesia, a 21-14, 


JAYSON Nocom (right) of Jose Rizal beats Letran's 
‘AucusTDELACRIZ 


Rey Guevarra to the rebound. 


21-14 victor over Singaporean Ronald 
Susilo, against No. 2 Chong Wei Lee of 
Malaysia, who beat China's Gong Меј 
23-21, 21-11 

Schenk, miffed at the hostility of the 
gallery dropped the second set but recov- 
етей justin time to end the bid of Yip, 21- 


GERMAN ace Juliane Schenk returns to Hong Kong's Yip Pui-yin. 


17, 19:21, 21-13, and set up a semifinal 
dash against Yip's teammate Zhou Mi. 

Zhou earlier bested Japan's Yu Hiraya- 
ma in just SO minutes, 21-17, 21-14. 

“T beat the crowd by playing my best 
deserve this win," said the 24year-old 
from Dusseldorf who is coming off a win in 
the Spanish Intemational. “Tm improving 
each game and that gives me confidence.” 

Үр was the last seeded entry let after 
the withdrawal of the top three seeds—Xu 
Huaiwen of Germany France's Pi Hongyan 
and Malaysia s Wong Mew Choo and loss- 
es by No. 4 Eriko Hirose of Japan in yester- 
days second round and No. 5 Tina Ras- 


mussen of Denmark, a first-round casualty 

No. 7 Kaori Mori of Japan and No. 8 Li 
Li of Singapore were also bundled out. 

‘Also barging into the semifinals are In- 
donesia's mixed doubles teams—the tour- 
nament’s top two seeds—and singles bet 
Adriyanti Firdasan who made short work 
of Wang Yihan of China, 21-14, 21-16. 

Chinas Zhu Jingjing arranged а duel 
with Firdasan after disposing of Canada's 
‘Anna Rice, 21-10, 21-13. 

‘Top seeds and World No. 2 pair уала 
Natsir and Nova Widianto put one over 
‘compatriots Lita Nurlita and Devin Lahardi 
Fitrinawan, 21-17, 21-17, and will take on 


ROMY HOMILLADA 


Thais Kunchala Voravichitthaikul and 
Songphon Anugritayawon today. 

Тһе Thai duo, gold medalists іп the 
2005 Manila SEA Games, posted a 21-23, 
21-11, 21-17 win over the Russian pair of 
Valeri Sorokina and Vitalij Durkin. 

The other Indon mixed doubles team of 
Vita Marissa and Flandy Limpele marched 
to the semifinals with a 21-14, 15-21, 21- 
14 decision of Taiwan 's Cheng Wen-hsing 
and Fang Chieh-min. 

They wil tackle the Korean pair of 
Hwang Yu-mi and Han Sang-hoon, who 
dominated Taiwan % Chien Yu-chin and 
Hsieh Yo-hsin, 12-21, 21-15, 22-20. 


Lions post awesome fifth 
win; Bombers pip Knights 


By Marc Anthony Reyes STANDINGS 


San Beda 
Letran 


м 
AFTER THE BARKER НОШЕНЕ” “LAST { 
SSebastian 3 
2 
2 
2 


two minutes,” Sam Ekwe sprang and execut- 
еда jarring two-handed slam. 

‘That blast of a feat pushed San Beda to 
70-59 and aptly punctuated how the Red Li- 
‘ons have further tilted the balance of power 
in NCAA basketball to their side. 

‘The only unbeaten team in the league 
thus far, the Red Lions marched to within a 
win of sweeping the eliminations after rout- 


Jose Rizal 

Perpetual 

Mapua 

St Benilde 1 

GAMES MONDAY 

(The Arena, San Juan) 

12 пооп—Ѕап Beda vS 
‘San Sebastian (Jrs) 

130 p.m—Jose Rizal 


San Beda's victory came after the Jose vs Latran (Jrs) 


Rizal Heavy Bombers pulled offa rousing 79- | 3Pm--Perpetualvs 
75 upset of erstwhile unbeaten Leman | St Bede (rs) 


Knights in the first game. 

‘The 6-foot-8 Nigerian Ekwe finished with 15 points, 17 
rebounds, seven blocks and two steals even as Pong Es- 
cobal topscored with 18 points and five rebounds. 

Ogie Menor added 15 markers for the Lions who 
snapped the Stags two-game run. 

‘The underdog Heavy Bombers dominated the match 


with fastbreaks and second-chance points. 
They even buried the Knights by as many as 
21 points at the close of the third quarter. 

But the Bombers soon squandered a 68- 
47 lead as the Knights frantically tried to 
catch up in the homestretch. 

Letran, finding the defensive hustle they 
sorely lacked the first three quarters, limited 
Jose Rizal to just 11 points while unleashing 
28 points in the final quarter. 

‘The кепе: 

Fist Game 

JOSE RIZAL 78—Wison 23, Hayes 15, Sena 14, No- 
cam 10, Capocn 8, Se 4, Curran, Bulangis 2, Pradas 0. 

LETRAN 75—Jani 19, Faundo 13, Mgt 8, Gue- 
vara 7, Daa 6, Reposar 6, Dangza 6, Del Rosario 5, Ouin- 
day3. Cabonce 2, Paises. 

Quarters: 16, 40-39, 68-47, 79-75 


Second Game 
ЗАН BEDA 73—Escotal 18, Menor 15, lve 15, Hermida 7, Lanete 7, 
Mammal 6, Gamainda 4, Tagaas 1, Marcelo, Tecson 0, Magpay 0. 
SAN SEBASTIAN 64—Aquino 16, Bulawan 11, Ballesteros В, Viray В, 
Raymundo 6, Zula 5, Najorda 4, De Leon 4, Oulamoo 2, Delgado 0. 
(Quarters: 21-10, 38-29, 52-43, 73-64 


‘Computer war sizzles as Naascu opens today 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


DEFENDING CHAMPION AMA COMPUTER 
and STI renew their “computer war” when the 
National Athletics Association of School, Colleges 

jes (Naascu) men's basketball tour- 
nament unveils its 7th season today at the Rizal 


and Univers 


Coliseum in Manila. 


The AMA Titans will ry to assert their superi- 
ority over the STI Olympians in the 10 a.m. cur- 
tain-raiser. AMA swept STI, 2-0, in their title- 


showdown last year. 


Six-time champion University of Manila will 
square off with Pamantasan ng Lungsod ng 
Pasay in the second game at 11:30 a.m., while 
dark horse St. Clare clashes with University of 


Makati at 1 p.m. 


оп July26, 2007. STARTS АТ 


San Sebastian-Cavite, which forfeited all its 
eliminaion-ound games last year due to a 
league rule infraction, will су to make a strong 
comeback against Centro Escolar at 2:30 p.m., 
before New Era battles Holy Angel at 4 p.m. 

Senator Edgardo Angara heads the guests of 
honor in the 9 a.m. opening rites. Also invited to 
the affair are Manila Mayor Afredo Lim, Philip- 
pine Basketball Association chair Ricky Vargas 
and Samahang Basketbol ng Pilipinas executive 
director Patrick Gregorio. 

"Our league continues to grow in terms of 
membership and quality of play" said Naascu 


7th NAASCU 
CAGING 
SCHEDULE TODAY 
(Rizal Coliseum) 
Sam—Opening 
ceremony 
102.m.—AMA vs STI 
(Srs) 
1130am—PLP 
vs UM (S) 
1pm—St. Clare 
эв UMAK (Srs) 
230p.m—cEU 
ve SSC-R Cav (Srs) 


57.2 RP squads vie 


TWO PHILIPPINE TEAMS GUN FOR THE LONE 
slot in the Pony World Series against top young 
outers from Japan, Taiwan and Hong Kong in 
the 33rd Asia Pacific Zone Bronco Champi- 
‘onships fring off tomorrow in Angeles City 

The first local team of 11-12 year-olds man- 
aged by Ting Gonzalez are from the Metro 
Schools League of Tot Baseball, including North- 
feld, Southridge, De la Salle Zobel, Marist 
School and Ateneo. 

The other RP team is composed of players 


president Dr. Emest Jay Adalem of St. Clare. 
"Hopefully on our seventh year, we'll reach new 
heights and solidify our contribution to the coun- 
пу collegiate basketball development.” 

League vice president Lawyer Emesto delos 
Santos of UM will also speak in the 9 a.m. inau- 
gurals, which will also feature the presentation 
and coronation of the Mr And Ms Naascu chosen 
from representatives of all member schools. 

Many-ime national head coach and РВА 
mentor Jimmy Mariano will take the helm of the 
St. Claire Saints, while former PBA hotshot Egay 
Macaraya will steer the SSC-Cavite Bay Cats. 


for Pony WS slot 


from Nueva Ecija, the top baseball hub of Central. 
Luzon, tobe backstopped by talents from Angeles 
Сау Guagua and Floridablanca and will have 
Palayan Mayor Romeo Capinpin as manager. 

‘Two local teams will be presented to the public 
at SM City Clark at 10 a.m today in the launch of 
the event whose proceeds will benefit the Ange- 
Jes City Bahay Bata Street Children Center. 

"Two other RP squads bound for China and 
Japan competitions will join Team Metro Manila 
and Team Central Luzon in the parade. 


SATURDAY, JULY 21, 2007 


Г” SPORTSWATCH . 


Five Filipinos joining 
Sabah climbathon 

AT LEAST FIVE INTREPID FILIPINO RUN- 
ners have registered forthe 21st Mt. Kinabalu 
International Climbathon set Aug. 25 and 26 
at the Kinabalu Park in Sabah, Malaysia. 

The event features a 21K race up and 
down the 4,000-meter Mt. Kinabalu, one of 
Seven official races of the Federation of Sport 
at Altitude for the Skyrunning Worid Champi- 
onship Circuit. p 

The out-and-back race has an 87K as- 
cending and 12.3K descending route, posing 
a tough challenge to international competi- 
tors. At stake are cash prizes and a 24K gold 
pendant for the first male and female runner 
foreach the summit. 

Race director Balwant Singh Kier, also the 
secretary general of the Asian Triathlon Con- 
federation, invited the Filipinos, led by 
“athlon Association of the Philippines sec- 
retary general Ramon Marchan, to the event. 

Masters division entry Marchan wil be 
joined by Miguel Lopez, Davao's Weng 
Basilio, Nina Dacanay and Kath Rabe. 


Tuason Racing team ready 
‘THE TUASON RACING-READY2RACE 
Team, bannered by Juha Turalba, Roby Ben- 
Tto and Joey Orduna, hopes о deliver the 
laurels for the country in the Philippine leg 
of the 2007 Asian Karting Open Champi- 
‘onship at the Carmona Circuit Philippines. 
The 13-year-old Turalba did a good job in 
the Macau kickoff leg where he finished third 
in the final race behind countryman Vencer 
John Suba and Malaysian Mitchell Gilbert. 
He was also third overall in the ROK Ju- 
nior class of the local Karting Super Series. 
Tuason Racing-R2R Team is backed by 
Petron, Standard Insurance, Ford Racing, 
Oakey, Acer, Tuason Racing, AmbiPur, 
Goodyear, Tony Kart, HJC Auto Helmets, AIM 
Racing Gauges, R2R Racing Suits and 
‘Alpinestars Racing Apparel 
Roby Benito is another favorite. He is run- 
ning second overall in the ROK Junior class 
ofthe local series with 183 points and needs 
the win to catch up with leader Javi Benitez. 
Orduna is Tuason Racing-R2R's top driver 
Inthe Min-ROK division. 


Poker tourney today 

А GUARANTEED P100,000 PRIZE IS UP 

for grabs today as a prelude to the Pacific 
Poker Palace P1-Million No Limit Texas Hold 
"em Poker Tournament on July 28 at the Alr- 
port Casino Filipino in Parafiaque City. 

Ben dela Cruz of Pacific Poker Palace sald 
registration starts at 4 p.m., with amateur 
and professional players expected to join. 

Foreign players from the Americas, Eu- 
rope and Asia also start coming in for Satur- 
days P1 milion poker toumament, a 
preparatory event for the $1 million PPP. 
tournament next month. 

For inquiries, log on to pacificpoker- 
palace.com or call 833-8542 or 854-1305. 


PCSO boxing series 
THE JULY EDITION OF THE PCSO АМА- 
teur Boxing Series reels off this morning at 
the Cantada Sports Center in Taguig City. 
The one-day event, held every two 
months, features 80 boxers in 40 matches. 
Leading the field are national pool female. 
boxers Librada Tamson and Josie Gabuco. 
National pool lightweight Delfin Волов! 
tangles with American Herman Taylor Il 
while fellow pool members Larry Semillano 
‘and Junie Tuazon clash in a weiter bout. 
The event is supervised by the Amateur 
Boxing Association of the Philippines. Roger 
Fortaleza sits as head of jury. 


Rambulan finals start 
CHAMPIONSHIP FIGHTS IN SAN JUAN 
Coliseum's Rambulan 6-cock derby starts at 
5 p.m. today with over 80 fights lined up. 

Participants with scores of 1-1 (win - 
loss) will battle it out in the 4-cock finals, 

Competitors include Boy de Roca, Rio 
Salceda, Emil Chua, Emitte San Juan, Alan 
Tan, Butch Nunez, Sam Mendoza, Max Rox- 
as, Erwin Diamante, Moling Dorado, Mario 
Garcia, Osang dela Cruz, Boy Marzo, Ray- 
mond Velayo, Rey Briones and Louie Cua. 

‘Championship fights for participants with 
scores of 1.5 and 2 points unfold on Tues- 
^y. For reservation of cockhouses, call 
7255969 or 09178041691 


Las Pinas 3-cocker today 
BATANGAS COCKER MARLON DE CASTRO, 
winner of two derbies тесеп, banners a 
tough cast of 35 participants today in Las, 
Pinas Coliseum's special 3-cock derby. 

De Castro emerged as champion inthe 
LPC derby series last July 7 and 14 and wil 
gun for his third straight title at 7 p.m. 

Hosted by the LPC Kernel group, the der- 
by offers a cash prize of P300,000. Entries 
must be submitted from 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Also set to field their ace gamebirds аге 
Rudy Sayaman, Otoy Abarsoza, Mayor Nene 
Aguilar, Jover Dilao, Gerry Ramos, Baldo 
and Art Perez, Jessie Banas, Angel Tenedero. 
‘and бет llano. 


Hope, Cebu tossers forge Shakey's finals duel 


30A.M. SHARP. 


By Cedelf P.Tupaz 
Inquirer Visayas 


BACOLOD CITY—HOPE CHRIS- 
tian School of Manila leaned on 
the inspired play of sener Jamanea 
Ferrer to seurde host University of 
St. La Salle, 25-18, 25-15, 25-20, 
Jast night and complete a sweep of 
its elimination-round assi 

іп the Shakeys Girls’ Volleyball 


‘Tournament of Champions here. 

Ferrer to be a thom on 
the side of La Salle with Hope scor- 
ing heavily on her serves. 

The win shoved the girls of 
coach Jerry Yee to a championship 
duel with University of Southern 
Philippines-Foundation of Cebu at 
10:30 am. today at the USLS Col- 
lege Covered Court. 

Hope, which ousted defending 


champion University of the East in. 
the Manila eliminations, will go in- 
to the dash buoyed by its fiveset 
conquest of USPF on Thursday. 
Their victory against USPF was 
followed by a 25-17, 25-11, 27-25. 
drubbing of Central Philippine U. 
Carmela Garbin and Ferrer 
teamed up for 22 points on 14 kills, 
one block and seven service aces. 
The USPF volleybelles sent CPU 


crashing to its third straight defeat, 
25-23, 25-22, 25-19, to clinch the 
second finals berth. They also pre- 
vailed over La Salle, 23-25, 25-20, 
25-29, 29-27, in their first match. 

Led by Gianes Dolar and Dancel 
Jan Dusaran, La Salle bounced 
back with a 25-19, 25-18, 23-25, 
25-19 smashing of CPU Thursday. 

Іа Salle will meet CPU again in. 
the battle for third, 


GOING FOR THE JUGULAR: A. Jemal (right) of United States tries at compatriot E. Baratta during their semifinal match at the women's individual sabre fencing competition of ti 


‘Vino’ back 
in hunt; 
Danish ace 
still ahead 


MONTPELLIER, FRANCE—ALEXANDRE VI- 
mokourovs knees may have healed justin time for 
him to launch a surprise comeback at the Tour de 
France—a day after he considered pulling out and 
two days since he cried in the Alps. 

A week after busting both his knees in a crash 
оп stage five, Vinokourov could not contain his 
joy at finally showing some attacking form on 
"Thursdays 11th stage. 

“Т asked my teammates to attack because I felt 
good, Vinokourov said. "Its clear that 1 got my 
morale back today” 

Vinokourov was in such pain during Tuesday's 
final Alpine stage that he wiped tears away when 
speaking to French television. And, after strug- 
sling through Wednesday's 10th stage, he'd felt 
he could not take much more. 

"f you ask my teammates, they will tell you I 
‘was inches away from abandoning yesterday 
(Wednesday),” Vinokourov said, "The osteopath 
worked on my knees last night until midnight, es- 
pecially the left one which was quite blocked." 

After a week when most observers wrote off 
Vinokourovs chances, the sight of the Kaza- 
Ұһаап rider attacking during the 182.5-kilome- 
ter (113.4-mile) route from Marseille to Montpel- 
lier was surprising. 

"With about 64 kilometers (39.8 miles) eft, Vi 
nokourov’ Astana team accelerated, splitting the 
main pack in two—leaving French Tour hopeful 
Christophe Moreau and the small group tailing 
far behind. 

That worked in the favor of overall race leader 
Michael Rasmussen. 

“1 think he definitely lost his chance of winning 
the Tour today” Rasmussen said of Moreau, 

Robert Hunter won a close sprint to give South 
Africa its first ever stage win, 

Hunter won in З hours, 47 minutes, 50 зес- 
onds. 

Rasmussen is 2:35 ahead of second-place Ale- 
jandro Valverde and 2:39 in front of Iban Mayo in 


Tigers take 
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the Pan American Games in Rid de Janeiro. кала 


Sergio slays an old ghost 


Former Carnous 


tie whipping-and weeping-boy 


grabs British Open lead with 65 


CARNOUSTIE, SCOTLAND—SERGIO GARCIA WENT FROM 
sobs to smiles, from his worst score as a professional to his 
best start ever in a major championship. Thursday at 
the British Open was quite a turnaround for him 

and Carnoustie, too. 


RETURNING to the site of his worst performance аз 


a profes 
best rounds in his career at the British Open. 


on Maroons 


after losing Duncil bid 


JUST A DAY AFTER LOSING A [ишш 


boardroom battle, the University 
of Santo Tomas Tigers try to win 
one on the court as they take on 
‘The University of the Philippines 
Maroons in the UAAP men's bas- 
ketball competition at the Ninoy 
Aquino Stadium. 

‘The Tigers failed to bring back 
veterán star Jojo Duncil in their ros- 
ter after the UAAP board turned 
down UST's appeal in an emergen- 
cy board meeting yesterday. 

‘The Tigers will thus try to steady | 
what has been a shaky start so far 
withinew go-to guy Jervy Cruz 
when they tackle the Maroons at 4 
pam. today. 

Ateneo and National University holding simi- 
lar 2-1 records, will lash for solo third at 2 p.m. 
atthe Ninoy Aquino Stadium. 

‘The Tigers appealed for Dunci!’s inclusion in 
the lineup after winning only one of their first 


UE 
LaSalle 
NU 
Ateneo 
FEU 

UST 
Adamson. 
uP 


GAMES TODAY 
noy Aquino Stadium) 
2p.m—NU vs Ateneo 
(5з) 
4p m.—UST vs UP 
] (Sts) 


"E three games on Thursday, but 
league officials saw no merit in 
UST's request. 

А week before the season fired 
off, UST dropped Duneil from its 
lineup after the key figure in its 
2006 championship run an- 
nounced his decision to tum pro- 
o 3| fessional 

“We're still adjusting,” admitted 

coach Pido Jarencio. "(ojo) was а 

big factor. We have to adjust as 

soon as possible." 
| Cruz came through with another 

double-double performance of 24 

points and 23 rebounds as the 

Tigers notched their first win, 96- 
84, versus Adamson last Thursday. 

"The NU Bulldogs will also vie for their second 
straight win after disposing the UP Maroons, 86- 
79, behind rookie big man Raymond Aguilar and 
seasoned shooter Jonathan Fernandez. Jasmine 
W Payo 


w 
3 
3 
2 
2 
1 
1 
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al, Sergio Garcia puts together one of the 


” 


Eight years after 
то one broke 
раг in the 
opening 
round on a 
course that be- 
came known as 
"Car-Nasty" Gar- 
cia lit up the rain- 
softened links for 
seven birdies and a 
sparkling par save from 
the bunker on the 18th hole 
fora 6-under 65 and a two-shot 
lead over Paul McGinley. 

‘They don't hand out the claret 
jug after 18 holes, but Garcia 
was in line for another award. 

“Most improved,” he said, 

He was 24 shots better than 
his first round in 1999, and that 
89 remains his highest score ава. 


pro. 
‘The 83 he shot the next day re- 
mains his second-worst score. 

‘As Garcia greeted his mother when 

he walked off the 18th green on a gray, 

chilly Thursday afternoon, there was no 

need this time to cry on her shoulder. It was 

the first time he was atop the leaderboard after 

any round of any major since he shot 66 to lead 

after the first day of the 99 PGA Championship 

when he was 19 years old and playing only his 
second majoras a pro. 

‘Tiger Woods, bidding to become the first play- 
егіп more than 50 years to win the British Open 
three straight times, added another signature 
moment to the majors when he holed a 90-foot 


Hie put othe pa 16th that sent him to a 
9. 

“Twas trying to get it up there close, anywhere 
where I could have an easy second putt,” Woods 
said, "Lo and behold, it falls in.” 

Carnoustie is no cream puff, but it must have 
felt that way to those who were here in 1999, 
‘when the cut was 12 over and the winning score 
Gover 294. 

"The grass is not nearly as high or as thick, the 
fairways not nearly as narrow. And the biggest 
change might have been the wind, which was 
truly nothing more than а wee breeze along the 
shores of the North Sea. 

Garcia led two dozen players who broke par, 
including 18-year-old amateur Rory Mcllroy the 
only one in the 156-man field who was bogey- 
free, He was at 68, along with US Open champi- 
оп Angel Cabrera, former US Open champion 
Michael Campbell and Boo Weekley, the country 
boy from the Florida Panhandle who felt right at 
home playing links golf for the first time. 

But the course still showed a nasty side. 

John Daly was atop the leaderboard at 5 un- 
der par until he dropped eight shots over the fi- 
nal seven holes, including a triple bogey from a 
greenside bunker on the par-5 14th hole. 

Eight players failed to break 80, including for- 
mer Players champion Stephen Ames. 

Garcia stood out above them all. Eight years 
ago, he made only one birdie іп 36 holes, Не 
made seven in the first round alone this ye 

Whatever memories he stored from 1999 
were gone after one hole, when he hit a 9-iron 
into 8 feet and made the рш. Garcia opened 
with a triple bogey last time at Carnoustie, and 
walking toward the second tee Thursday, he told 
his caddie, “Thats four better than last ime.” AP 


CARMONA, 


CAVITE—FILIPINO 


RP karters post fastest practice times 


Madrigal, fresh from her long train- 


not be the gauge as the foreigners are 


karters led by Alessandra Madrigal 
of Alessandra Racing Team Inc, be- 
lieve the foreign bets will only show 
their real prowess today in the qual- 
ifying time trials of the 2007 Shell 
Helix-Casino Filipino Kart Grand 
Prix-Asian Karting Open Champi- 
onship atthe Carmona Circuit. 


ALESSANDRA Madrigal negotiates 


ing in the United States, ciocked the 
fastest laptime of 44.270 in the рге- 
miere Formula 125 Seniors Open, 
making her the main target of other 
favorites in the event. 

‘She was followed by Jean Stefano 
Marcelo, who clocked 44.464, Marce- 
lo said the official time practice should 


a turn on the way to the finish line. 


still adjusting the set-up of their karts. 

“Yes, we are fast today, but that’s 
mot reason to be complacent,” said 
Marcelo, “They could be just taking 
their time and just reserving their еп- 
ergies for the crucial time trials tomor- 
row" 

‘The qualifying time trials will start 
а19:45 a.m. The pre-final and the final 
race will be on Sunday. 

"Top foreign karter and last years 
overall Asian Karting runner-up John- 
ny Afonso, who won the kickoff leg in 
his hometown Macau, admits he's a bit 
slow but hopes his performance will be 
better today after the adjustments. 

"Hopefully the set-up will be berrer 
to boost my bid for the Asian Karting 
crown this year,” said Afonso. 

‘Amore exciting battle is foreseen in 
the Junior division where the con- 
tenders are mere fractions of a second 
apart. Vencer John Suba clocked 
44398 while Jet Racing teammate 
Javi Benitez timed 44.518. 


Milo-Best caging gets 
under way tomorrow 


THE COUNTRYS FUTURE BAS- 
ketball stars take center stage 
when the 22nd MILO-sponsored 
BEST Center Small Basketeers of 
the Philippines (SBP)-Passerelle 
tournament starts tomorrow at 
Xavier School in San Juan. 

‘Telecoms honcho Manny Pangili- 
nan and hotshot PBA cager James 
‘Yap are expected to grace the open- 
ing. 

The tournament brings together 
the country’s best grade school and 
high school basketball teams to par- 
ticipate in a competitive yet warm 


atmosphere that hones their skills 
and celebrates sportsmanship, 
teamwork and camaraderie. 

As many as 30 schools are taking 
рат in this year’s tournament, led 
by SBP defending champ La Salle 
Green Hills and Passerelle defend- 
ing champion San Beda College. 

‘Among the other notable schools 
Joining the event are Ateneo de 
Manila, De La Salle-Zobel, Don 
Bosco Technical Institute, Lourdes- 
Mandaluyong, — Lourdes Quezon 
Ciy, UST, Notre Dame, Marist 
School and Xavier School 


LASALLE and Ateneo start their rivalry early. 


NBC: Iloilo shocks Davao 


DAVAO CITY—TOYOTA-ILOILO PULLED OFF A 
shocker in the 2007 Spring Cooking Oil NBC Na- 
tional Cup wildcard playoffs Thursday night by 
trimming favored Montaña Pavmshop-Davao, 
8279, at the Almendras gym here. 

Little known Tex Pelopero capped his brilliant 
11-point effort off the bench by scoring a triple 
that propelled the lowest-ranked Toyota-loilo 
into a quarterfinal meeting with third-seeded 
‘Tagaytay Spring tomorrow, 

Pelopero knocked in the trey with three sec- 
onds left to shatter a 79-79 tie forged by the Jew- 
eller? Ryan Abanes 12 seconds earlier, 

Manny Pacquiao's MP Pacman-GenSan and 
Mayor Sammy Co's Pagadian Explorers are 
clashing at presstime. 

“Тек (Pelopero) made a great shot," said Iloilo 
coach Jerry Jaranilla. "I was already thinking of 


overtime until Tex delivered that triple.” 

Pelopero’s heroics overshadowed the double- 
double efforts of teammates Ruel Balgos and 
Floyd Dedicatoria. Balgos finished with 17 points, 
15 rebounds and three blocks while Dedicatoria 
had 15 markers, 10 boards and two blocks. 

‘The Warriors of businessman Robert Uy and 
strong supporter Mayor Jerry Trenas also came 
up with big surprises in the early stages of the 
playoffs last season, 

The scores: 

ILOILO 62—Femandax 28, Dedicatoria 15, бегіне 12, 
Paloparo 11, Guero $, Tan 5, Guanco 3, Labor 3, Corie! 2, 
Leonid 2, Senci 0, Ton 0, Aman O 

DAVAO 79—rrandez 28, Avanos 10, Araman 10, Ayson 
7, Panerio 5, langa 4, Сапа 3, Quibod 3, Jawod 2, Espinosa 
2, Braga 1, Endrnal 0. 

Quarters: 19-22, 30-40, 58-57, 82:79 


Dottie, Mia 
end up 2nd 


SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA—FROM A TRIPLE KILL TO 


atriple letdown. 

Dottie Ardina failed to sustain a searing 
rally and Mia Legaspi squandered a five- 
shot lead as the Philippines settled for a 
pair of runner-up finishes in the Callaway 
Junior World Golf Championships in vari- 
‘ous courses here. 

‘The 13-year-old Ardina, seeking a third 
victory here, lost the girls’ 13-14 years ttle 
by one stroke to Victoria Tanco of Argenti- 
na despite a birdie-birdie windup, wasting 
a big rally from four shots down with a bo- 
gey on the 15th hole. 

‘Legaspi appeared on her way to a title 
repeat in the giris’ 7-8 years as she led by 


five after seven holes. But an eagle by 
eventual winner Angel Taingi Yin of the 
United States on the eighth against her bo- 
деу started a sputtering finish for the de- 
fending champion, who bogeyed four of 
five holes from the 10th 

Legaspi ended up with a 63-180 against 
the 7-176 of Yin. 

Ardinals toumament-best three-under- 
par 69 gave her a 212 total for 54 holes, 
missing a playoff with Tanco who complet- 
ed a wire-to-wire win with a 72-211 at the 
Sycuan Resort. 

Bambee dela Paz, the second round 


ARDINA: Big rally ends on Sth hole. 


leader in the 15-17 division, also sput- 
tered. 

She struggled to a three-over 77 after a 
pair of under-par rounds and dropped юа 
tie for fifth at Torrey Pines North. Dela Paz. 
will be joined by Супа Rodriguez and Re- 
gan de Guzman in today's last round. 

Rodriguez tallied 76-226 for a share of 
13th while De Guzman carded a 77-231. 

Bernice Olivarez-llas wound up third in 
Gunder play Princess Superal placed 
fourth in the girls 9-10 division and Andie 
Unson checked in fifth in the 11-12 dass 
for the Philippines other worthy finishes. 

Marcel Puyat was the best performer 
among the boys of the RP delegation sup- 
ported by PAL, PCSO, Elecrobus/Call 


КТІ 


ененнен 


away Ingunn Golf and Intel, He finished 
tied for 11th in the 13-14 years category. 


The Philippine results: 

Cass Airis: 77-221 B. dela Paz TS, 76226 C. 
Rodriguez T13, 77-231 R. De Guzman T30, 77-232 C. 
aia Missed Cut, 80238 5. Bora MC, 81-242 P. 
Sotto MC: Boys: 79-243 J. Abdon MC 

‘Class B— Giris: 892120, Ardina T2; Boys: 72-217 
M Pot Tft 

Cass C—Giis: 74-221 A Unson Т5, 7-228 | 
барга TIZ Boys: 74-221 B. dea Paz T13, 71-223 М. 
Tabuena T16, 72-223 JR Gonzales T18 

ess D- Gris. 59-175 Р Superd T4, 64-185 
Denies Uy T12 MC: Boys: 67-197 AR Ramos T19, 65- 
197 M. Yee T19, 6-201 T Алча T35 

Class E— Girls: 63-180 M. Legaspi T2, 6-194 LK 
Go TIO: Boys: 66-191 L Uy T16 

Cass F- Gris 62-184 В Oharez-los Sr, 63-192 
A Nocum Si; Boys: 71-208 P. Winsett T32, 73-2120. 
Bantug T38, 72:216 A Ballesteros 143 
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Home Improvement & Building Supplies 


эи FAIRVIEW -SH PAMPANGA M NORTH EDSA 


Every P500 single or accumulated purchase entitles you to a raffle coupon. 


Hurry! Now thru July 31 
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Amonsot 
given good 
chance vs 
WBO king 


HANDLERS GIVE 

| Filipino Czar Amon- 
sot a good chance of 
‘unseating WBO in- 
terim — lightweight 
champion Michael 
Katsidis of Australia 
at the Mandalay Bay 
Events Center in Las 
Vegas on Saturday 
(Sunday morning in 
Mania) 

 Amonsot of Tag- 
bilaran City yeser- 
day weighed a trim 
1346 lis, a shade 
below de Hg 
weight limit, and 
should easily make 
the scales in today’s 
official weigh-in. 

“1 like our chan- 
ces because Amon- 
sot is in his best 
shape ever, and 1 i 8747 
was talking to some 
mon зи (ор (АЗОН 
vice-president) Eric Gomez and they think it 
could be the fight of the night,” said Amon- 
оё; manager Michael Aldeguer. 

"The Amonsot-katsids fight is an under- 
card to the Ring Magazine peoples light 
heavyweight tile clash between Winky 
Wright and Bernard Hopkins. 

Another ttle bout pits Oscar Larios against 
Jorge Linares for the interim WBC feather- 
weight tide. Korean Inin Chi, the regular 
WBC 126 b. champ, has been inactive. 

Juan Diaz, the regular WBO 135-Ь titlist, 
has been elevated to super champ after also 
annexing the WBA lightweight tite. 

The fights will be shown in the Philip- 
pines through ABS-CBN Channel 2. 

“We did not train in the afternoon be- 
cause Czar’s weight is now perfect,” said 
trainer Ala Villamor. 

Villamor, who saw Katsidis in person for 
the first time during the press conference 
yesterday, said the WBO champion “is 
Seong but he's nota thinking fighter” 

“This will be а great fight,” said the train- 
ec "The first man who lands the big shot 
gets the spoils of war We have a big 
chance" Salven L. Lagumbay, contributor 


6-man RP ring 
squad settles 
for lone bronze 


THE SDCMAN PHI- 
lippine boxing team 
savaged one bronze 
medal through Doha 
Asian Games gold 
medalist Joan Tipon in 
the week-long Macar 
Mazai Memorial box- 
ing toumament held 
July 9 to 15 in Mariop- 
ul, Ukraine. 

His handlers said ў 
Tipon, а bean 
anaidi kadla аа MEE 
more solid punches but failed to gain the nod of 
the judges, thereby bowing to Samer Mamedov 
of Azerbaijan, 10-14, in the semifinals. 

‘Joan was the better fighter” said national 
coach Nolito Boy Velasco, who was assisted by 
Elmer Pamisa. "Some of Joan's punches didn't 
countatall" 

Earlier, Tipon carried the fight for the nationals 
as he beat Turkey's Ibrahim Aidogan and home- 
town bet Denis Guzenko en route to the белій- 
nals, 

Five other Filipino bets in the weeklong 
slugfest participated in by eight countries fell to 
superior foes and questionable officiating. 

Fiyweight Violito Payla, Tipon's fellow Asiad 
gold medalist, fought hard but lost to batte- 
scared Tulyashbov Doniyerov of Uzbekistan, 13-9. 

‘Also losing their first-round matches were 
lightlyweight Harry Tañamor, featherweight 
Charlie Suarez, lightweight Genebert Basadre 
and welter Wilfredo Lopez. 

Suarez and Lopez, both greenhorns in intema- 
tional meets, lost to Russian Evgeny Gradovich 
and Ukrainian Aleksandr Stretsky, respectively. 

Doniyeroy, Stresky and Samir won gold. 

Amateur Boxing Association of the Philippines 
president Manny Т. Lopez said the experience 
will serve the nationals well as they prepare for 
the World Championships in October. 

“The Ukraine results showed that making it to 
the Olympics isn't a stroll in the park,” said Lopez 
whose team's trip was supported by Pacific 
Heights and the Philippine Sports Commission. 

‘Dennis U. Eroa, Inquirer Libre sports editor 


AMONSOT 


as 
‘Sh 


Y x 
Та ҰҒЫ 
Ad oa ба 


SATURDAY, JULY 21, 2007 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Editor Raul O. Marcelo e Assistant Editor Corrie S. Narisma 


Website: worw inquirer net/business 


Textus your feedback: inquirer biz name/age/city/message to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


E-mail: business@inquireccom.ph 


purchase епіу 
For more info) 

text Petron to 2366, 

or logon t 

Frew petrontuelsuccess.cort 
Dali, sail nal 


Gov't warns banks against hoarding of RTBs 


43/3 Says program must 
benefit small investors 


TRICYCLES may now be converted into autogas-fed vehicles. 


тоюшалото 


Total readies plan to make 
tricycles run on LPG 


By Abigail L. Ho 


OIL FIRM TOTAL (PHILIPPINES) CORP IS 
preparing to pilot an autogas program for tri- 
cycles in a bid to tap the 1.3-million tricycle 
market in the country. 

‘Total Philippines president and managing 
director Anna Whitehouse said the company’s 
autogas business was "doing quite well” and 
tapping the tricycle market was a logical next 
step for the ой firm to take. 

“We now have five stations offering auto- 
gas, and well have more in the coming 
months. We're currently doing a pilot study 
оп autogas for tricycles. We'll be ready with 


the pilot program soon,” she said. 

Should all go well with the study, she said 
the pilot program would start within the year 
in Mandaluyong. 

In an earlier interview, she said there were 
more than 1.3 million tricycles nationwide 
that could be converted into autogas-fed vehi- 
Чез. 

Not only would this provide another геу- 
enue stream for Total, but it would also help 
better the environment as emissions of nox- 
ious hydrocarbons would be significantly re- 
duced when tricycles shift to autogas from 
gasoline, she said. 

TOTAL/BS 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE BUREAU OF THE TREASURY HAS WARNED 
banks that it would impose penalties on those 
who fail to sell the required amount of retail trea- 
sury bonds (RTBs) to small investors. 


At the sidelines of the in- 
vestors’ briefing yesterday on the 
RTB issuance, Finance Undersec- 
retary Roberto Tan said govern- 
ment securities eligible dealers 
(GSEDs)—made up mostly of 
banks—were required to sell as 
least 50 percent of ће RTBs they 
would get from the government 
to small investors. 

Tan said those who fail to meet 
the required volume of sale to 
small investors would not be paid 
their commission. GSEDs that act 
as selling agents for the RTBs en- 
joy a commission equivalent to 
10 basis points in excess of P300 
million worth of RTBs to be 
awarded to them. 

Abankis required to geta min- 
imum P300 million worth of 
RTBs to be qualified as a selling 


= PAL Holdings 
to hike stake in air 
carrier to 84% /B3 


` IÑ THIS ISSUE 


agent for the government securi- 
Чез. 

Тап, who also serves as officer- 
in-charge of the Bureau of the 
‘Treasury, said GSEDs who fail to 
comply with the requirement also 
faced the threat of being banned 
as sellers of government securi- 
ties. 

“One of the objectives of the is- 
suance of RTBs is to give an op- 
portunity for small investors to 
invest in government securities,” 
Tan said. 

Unlike regular government 
bonds, КТВ cater to small in- 
vestors because the minimum in- 
vestment requirement is only 
P5,000. 

The auction for the RTBs will 
be held on Monday and the gov- 

cova 


Stocks hit - 
highs despite 
worries /B7 
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ТР 44.80 = $ 1 
Aso Spy 20.2007 


STOCK MARKET 
PSECOMPOSITEINDEX _ 


(See stockmarket reporton Page 82) 
Shares up on Wall St. record rise 


SHARE PRICES CLOSED 0.9-PERCENT HIGH- 
er yesterday, with sentiment getting a boost 
from Wall Street's record finish overnight, 
dealers said. 

The composite index rose 35.37 points to 
3,738.28, off the days high of 3,744.71. The 
all-share index rosa 25.35 points to 2,421.92. 

“There were 78 gainers and 28 losers, with 
63 stocks unchanged. 

Volume was 2.6 billion shares worth P4.3 
billion. 

"Volumes were thin because of the ongoing 
stock offerings but looking atthe technical side, 

SHARES/B3 


Feeling like a kid Feeling like it's Christma 
on Christmas Day. 2 everyday. - 


Make everyday merry and rewarding; just keep using your Citibank Credit Card. 


There are more appliances, toys, gadgets, personal products, spa treatments, vacation packages and other items 
in our new Rewards catalog. With yet another new airline partner -- Philippine Airlines. So now you can exchange 
your Rewards Points for Mabuhay Miles and travel the Philippines and the world. And your Rewards Points will 
never expire so you can keep accumulating them for bigger items. Citibank Cards. Life can be so rewarding. 


«Тоти 


| For more details, са! the 24-hour CitiPhone at 995 9999. Don't have a Citibank Credit Card? Call 423 3000 or visit www.citibank.com.ph. 


citi ba п k let's get it done 


CITIBANK is a registered service mark of Citigroup Inc. LET'S GET IT DONE is a service mark of Citigroup Inc. 


Republic of the Philippines. 
DEPARTMENT OF LABORAND EMPLOYMENT 
National Capital Region 
DY int! Bidg., 1650 San Marcelino 
сог. General Malvar St, Malate, Mania 


NOTICE OF FILING OF APPLICATION/S 
FOR ALIEN EMPLOYMENT PERMIT/S (AEP/S) 


Notice is hereby given that the following companies/employers have 
filed with this Regional Office application/s for Alien Employment 
Permit: 


Мате апа addre 
‘Company/Employer 


Position 


MITSUI а CO. LTD. 
(MANILA BRANCH) 

ЗБІР GT Tower international, 
6815 Ayala Ave., Makati City 


General Manager, 
Mineral and Metal 
Resources Division 


МЕ ARE THE WORLD 
FRIEND TOUR CORP. 

Unit 204 Cinnan Court B/D, 

2208 P. Burgos cor. Villanueva St., 
Pasay City 


Tour Coordinator 


LA CONSOLACION 
COLLEGE MANILA 
8 Mendiola, Mania 


Jingyi Zhang. College Faculty 


LA CONSOLACION 
COLLEGE MANILA 
8 Mendiola, Manila 


Nannan Cao College Расму 


LA CONSOLACION 
COLLEGE MANILA 
8 Mendiola, Manila 


College Facuity 


INOVIZE INC. 
2F Living N Style Bldg, 
2246 Don Chino Roces 
Makati Cy 


Richard Dean Shipley Country Manager 


MIREPA ENGLISH 
TRAINING CENTER, INC. 
2403-A West Philippine Stock 
Exchange Center, 

Ortigas Center, Pasig City 


Hyunbok Lee Marketing Manager 


МЕРА ENGLISH 
TRAINING CENTER, INC. 
2403-A West Philippine Stock 
Exchange Center, 

Ortigas Center, Pasig City 


Sangkoo Lee 


KORNET EXPRESS COURIER 
SERVICES INC. 

707 F Columbia Complex Bldg., 
Ninoy Aquino Ave., Paranaque City 


Dong Kwang Han General Manager 


SYKES ASIA INC. 
26IF Robinson's Summit Center 
6783 Ayala Ave., Makati City 


Mitwa Hong Korean Client 


Support 


NO. 1 ACTIVITY NETWORK 
SYSTEM (NANS), INC. 

Unit Z2pc Eisenhower Condominium, 
#7 Eisenhower SL, San Juan City 


Asst Finance 
Manager 


Mi Hwa Jang 


MONDE NISSIN CORPORATION 
20 6750 Office Tower, 
A Ayala Ave., Makati Cty 


Hye Ryong Park ^ — ConsutonProducis 
Research & 


Development 


WON KWANG INTERNATIONAL 
TRADING CORPORATION 

GIF JPL Bldg. Pedro Gil 

cor. Roxas Biv, Ermita, Manila 


Sanghun Lee Manager 


PHILSLIFE SERVICES, INC. 
SIF Ramon Magsaysay Center, 
1680 Roxas Бі, Malate, Mani 


Masahiro Fukuhara 


FESTO, INCJFESTO 
HOLDINGS, INC. 
Km. 18 West Service Rd., 
4 South Superhighway 
Paranaque City 


John Chong 


LOIRE VALLEY TRADING LTD. CO. 
1007 Instruction SL, 
Sampaloc, Mania 


Mingshi Cai Assistant 


Manager: Sales 


JULIANA KARAOKE BAR 
AND RESTAURANT INC. 
2822 P. Colle 5. 

cor. EDSA Ext, Pasay City 


Jong Hwa Ryu General Manager 


YOOHAN TRAVEL & TOURS CORP. 
GIF Damon 806. 
D. Macapagal Ave., Pasay City 


Heajung Cho 


AMERICAN MEDICAL 
COSMETIC CARE CORP. 
No, 39 Layug St, Pasay City 


‘Sang Seob Yoo 


KOREA-MANILA TOUR 
LINK CORP. 

Hal 9 Phirade Conter, 
Roxas Blvd., Pasay City 


Hyunwoo Kang 


ELITE CONSTRUCTION 
PRODUCTS PHIL. CORP. 
Financial Center, 

D. Macapagal Ave., Pasay City 


General Manager. 


BAYVIEW TECHNOLOGIES, INC. 
АЗЕ Yuchengco Tower, 

RCBC Plaza, Ayala Avenue, 
Makati Сау 


Chinese Customer 
‘Support Supervisor 


Yuewan Yang 


BAYVIEW TECHNOLOGIES, INC. 
АЗЕ Yuchengco Tower, 

RCBC Plaza, Ayala Avenue, 
Makati City 


Yude Qian Chinese Customer 


‘Support Associate 


GOD' S LOVE TRAVEL TOURS 
& CONSULTING SERVICES INC. 
411 MG Bldg. 2Ғ Quirino Highway, 
Novaliches, Quezon City 


Chang Nam Moon Marketing Manager 


АРАС CUSTOMER SERVICES, 
INC. - PHILIPPINE BRANCH 

АҒ Plaza C, Northgate Cyberzone, 
Flinvest Corporate Chy, Alabang, 
Muntinlupa City 


James David байа УР and 


Country Manager 


NORTH SEA MARINE 
SERVICES CORPORATION 
1535 М. Adriatico St, Malate, Manila 


Sebastien Emile 
Lucien Pequeux 


INTERNATIONAL ROYAL GOLF 
8 CASA MONEY CHANGER 
Git Shop No. 5, GIF Hyatt Hotel 
& Casino, 1588 M.H. del Plar, 
Ermita, Mania 


Yun Jea Park 


If you have any information/objection to the abovementioned application/s 
please communicate with the Regional Director. 


The DOLE conducts tree 
Labor- Human Relations and Productivity. 
For more information, please сай 339-2013 & 303-5920. 


ETE 


D: M 

IT firm 
eyes public 
offering 


By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 


TECHNOLOGY TRAINING COMPANY DB 
Wizards Inc. wants to raise as much as P41.6 
million from a proposed initial public offering 
044 million shares. 

In documents Ней with the Securities and 
Exchange Commission (SEC), DB Wizards 
said it planned to offer the shares at between 
P7.80 and P10.40 each. 

OF the proposed offer size, 1.3 million 
shares will be issued in the form of new shares 
and 2.7 million will be reissued out of its trea- 
sury shares through a primary offer. 

‘The shares will represent 20 percent of the 
company's authorized capital of 20 million 
shares. The proceeds will be used to fund the 
completion of the development of the Web- 
based school management system to cover 
primary and secondary levels of education, 
and the company's initiatives in technology 
innovation to strengthen the company’s com- 
petency in the new and latest versions of Mi- 
‘erosoft technologies. 

The company was incorporated in April 
1999 to offer training and consulting services 
and Microsoft-based solutions to Microsoft 
customers in the country. 

Аз part of its business solutions portfolio, 
the company launched E-Wizard, a company- 
‘owned school management system that will 
cater to the tertiary level of education. 

The company's revenues grew from P42.7 
million іп 2003 to P123.5 million in 2006, or a 
compounded annual rate of 30 percent. Net in- 
come after tax during the same period rose to 
P5.5 million in 2006 from P200,000 in 2003. 


Easycall raises 
stake in 
ePerformax 


By Riza T. Olchondra 


EASYCALL SAID IT WAS INCREASING ITS 
equity stake in ePerformax Contact Centers 
Corp. by buying P10.35 million worth of 
shares in the contact center. 

In an earlier disclosure, ePerformax said it 
will be distributing stock dividends worth 
P172million to qualified stockholders. 

Easycall treasurer and CIO Carlo М. Severi- 
no said in a letter to the Philippine Stock Ex- 
change that the company's board of directors 
has approved the stock dividends. 

Severino said the dividends would make up 
62.48 percent of total stockholders’ equity as of 
Dec. 30, 2006, equivalent to P1718 million. It 
represents 100 percent of the contact centers un- 
appropriated retained earnings as of end-2006. 

Stockholders of record as of June 30 can 
avail themselves of the dividends. 

Last year, Easycall earned P20 million owing to 
the disposition of some of its assets. Easycall said 
that as a result of the upbeat performance of ePer- 
formax, the company through Transnational Di- 
versified Сор, would be spending some $5 mil- 
ion to $6 million to put up a second site in Mero 
Manila for its contact center early next year 

‘The call center's facility is located at the BPI 
Buendia Center in Makati. 

‘The first site of ePerformax has nine opera- 
tional floors at BPI Buendia Center. It has a 
maximum capacity of 1,810 seats, more than 
1,500 employees and more than 250 trainees. 


7-Eleven to open 
150 stores 


PHILIPPINE SEVEN СОВР (PSC), OPERATOR 
of the 7-Eleven chain of 24-hour convenience 
stores in the country, is opening at least 150 
stores starting this year until 2008, company 
president Jose Victor Paterno said. 

Paterno said that PSC would put up 70 new 
stores this year and another 80 stores in 2008. 
The budget for each store is about P4.5 million. 

Of the total stores being opened, about half 
will be franchised and the rest will be owned 
by the company. 

‘Aside from new stores in Metro Manila , the 
company also plans to open in Lucena, Que- 
zon province and in Cabanatuan. 

Sales have also been positive so far this year 
largely driven by the company’s beverage 
brands. Last year, PSC focused on rebuilding its 
cold soft drinks “Gulp” and “Slurpee” brands. 

‘This year, the company said it would expand 
its cup drinks line to include hot beverages like 
coffee. This line has done well in 7-Eleven stores 
in the United States and Mexico as they attracted 
customers in the moming and during rainy 
‘months when demand for cold drinks weaken. 

PSC reported its net income grew 43 percent 
to P20 million in 2006 from P14 million in 2005. 

PSC said that for the past two years, it has 
continued to post profits since suffering a net 
loss of P2 million in 2004. 

PSC also said it has transformed itself into a 
franchise organization. As of end 2006, its num- 
ber of franchised stores reached 120, or 42 per- 
cent of total operating stores. This was substan- 
tially higher than the 32 percent in 2005 and 20 
percent in 2004, it said in a financial report to 
the Philippine Stock Exchange (PSE). 
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Firm streamlines 
ownership to 
appeal to creditors 


By Riza T. Olchondra 


LISTED FIRM PAL HOLDINGS INC. MOVED 
to acquire more direct shares in Philippine 
Airlines (PAL), simplifying its ownership of 
the air carrier to make it more bankable to 
creditors. 

PAL Holdings disclosed to the Philippine 
Stock Exchange that it obtained board ap- 
proval to directly acquire PAL shares from 
several holding companies, as well as 0.8 per- 
cent of shares from individuals, including 
magnate Lucio Tan. 

Тап controls both PAL and PAL Holdings. 

“At the end of the exercise, PAL Holdings will 
own 85.47 percent of PAL and will own most of 
these shares directly,” PAL president Jaime 
Bautista told reporters in a briefing. "Previous- 
ly it indirectly owned 84.67 percent. The sim- 
plification and increased holdings will make 
PAL more bankable to creditors.” 

PAL Holdings said the shares totaling P8.8 
billion are equivalent to 81.57 percent of PALS 
issued and outstanding shares. 

‘The six holdings companies are Ascot Hold- 
ings Inc., Cube Factor Holdings Inc., Pol Hold- 
ings Inc., Network Holdings and Equities Inc., 
Sierra Holdings and Equities Inc. and Maxell. 
Holdings Cop. 

The holding company will also acquire 
shares owned by the six holding companies in. 
PR Holdings, totaling 50.6 million shares 
‘This is equivalent to 82.3 percent of PR Hold- 
ings’ outstanding common shares. 

Earlier.this month, PAL Holdings told the 
оса] bourse that it is converting receivables 
in Network Holdings and Equities Inc., Ascot 
Holdings Inc., Cube Factor Holdings Inc., Pol 
Holdings Inc. and Sierra Holdings and Equi- 
ties Inc. into paid-in capital. 

PAL Holdings said it will convert the sub- 
sidiaries' total debts of P23 billion into addi- 
tional paid-in capital in its subsidiary compa- 
"iles. 

The holding company will also assume the 
five firms’ combined P14-billion debt to Trust- 
mark Holdings Corp., a majority stakeholder 
inthe parent company. 

‘Trustmark, being both a creditor and a con- 
trolling stakeholder in PAL Holdings, agreed 
totum the P14 billion receivables into paid-in 
capital in the holding company. 
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PAL Holdings to hike stake in air carrier to 84% 


CONSTRUCTION BOOM 


overseas Filipino workers. 


Workers toll precariously on a high-rise site in Pasay City. The country is currently in the throes of a construction boom, fueled mostly by remittances from 


REMZAMORA 


US firm commits more investments RIM sees subscriber 
base growing by 1.2M 


NASDAQ-LISTED LAWSON SOFTWARE HAS 
committed to invest some $6 million in the 
next two to three months, in addition to the 
515 million it has already sunk into its Philip- 
pine facilities in less than two years. 

In an interview with reporters, Edwin 
Chow, general manager of Lawson's Philip- 
pine Solution and Services Center (PSSC), 
said the new investment would support the 
company’s plans to further expand here. 

He related that when the US-based firm de- 
cided to shift its Asia-Pacific hub from India to 
the Philippines in 2005, the local Lawson unit 
only had 10 employees up to the end of 2006. 

By end-March, the PSSC already had around 
200 employees, by endJune 400 employees 
and, to date, close to 500 employees, he said. 

“We currently have the largest pool of (en- 
terprise resource planning) professionals in 
the country he said. "We plan to grow to 955 
employees ín the next 10 months." 


With the company's fast expansion, he said, 
investments would also have to be poured in- 
tonew facilities. 

А new facility located at One World Square 
within the Fort Bonifacio Global City, is now 
on its way to completion. 

Chow said the one-floor office could seat 
around 550 employees. It would be one of on- 
ly two PSSC sites that Lawson would main- 
tain, based on current plans. 

‘The company currently has offices at the 
Net Two Center also within the Global City in 
‘Taguig (268 seats), Enterprise Center in Ayala 
Ave., Makati (63 seats) and Goodland Plaza 
in Buendia, Makati (170 seats). 

"The additional $6-million investment is 
only for capital expenditures," he said. "Our 
operational budget is around $10 million a 
year, to grow to $20 million by mid-2008. 
We're investing heavily in our management 
team." Abigail L. Ho 


PNOC-EDC eyes biodiesel plant in Negros Oriental 


By Abigail L. Но 


IN AN EFFORT TO PROMOTE 
the use of alternative fuels, 
PNOC Energy Development 
Corp. (PNOC-EDC) is looking 
at establishing а coco- 
biodiesel plant within its 
Southern Negros geothermal 
production (SNGP) facility. 
PNOC-EDC president and 


chief executive Paul Aquino 
said that, as early as 2004, the 
firm's Energy Research and De- 
velopment Department had al- 
ready succeeded in developing 
a small-scale plant producing 
coco methyl ester (CME). 

The plant's output of around 
640 liters of CME а month is 
being used to supply the needs 
of PNOC-EDC's head office at 


in Taguig. 


istics and 


the Fort Bonifacio Global City 


Aquino said PNOC-EDC's lo- 
administration. 
group had also been facilitat- 
ing the use of CME in some of 
the company’s project sites. 
“This year, we will also pilot 
а CME plant in our Southern 
Negros geothermal production 
field to supply the require- 


ments of its vehicle fleet,” he 
said in a presentation at the 
League of Corporate Founda- 
tion’s CSR Expo 2007. "As а 
livelihood option, we have dis- 
cussed with the provincial gov- 
ernment of Negros Oriental the 
possibility of scaling up this 
biofuel project to benefit Du- 
maguete City and nearby ur- 
ban centers.” 


Gov't warns banks against hoarding of RTBs 


From page BI 


emment is selling a minimum of P8 billion 
worth of three- and five-year RTBs. 

Roberto Juanchito Dispo, executive vice 
president of First Metro Investment Corp., 
said the government was expecting as much 
as P40 billion worth of bids for the RTBs. 

First Metro Investment Corp. and BPI Capi- 
tal.Corp. were tapped by the government to 
serve as issue managers for the КТВ, 

Тап said the Treasury would allow inter- 


Total readies plan 
to make tricycles 
run on LPG 


From page BI 


“By converting to auto-LPG, tricycles can 
reduce emissions by at least 75 percent,” 
she said. “We are currently working with the 
Department of Energy in developing poli- 
cies and standards for auto-LPG for tricy- 
cles.” 

The DOE has already come out with guide- 
lines in selling autogas to four-wheeled vehi- 
cles, including the standards for converting 
such vehicles from gasoline to autogas. 

Whitehouse said similar guidelines should 
be put in place for tricycles. 

“We're working with the DOE now regard- 
ing that. Our target is to have those standards 
ready toward the end of the year,” she said. 

She said that Total, in cooperation with the 
local government of Mandaluyong, had start- 
ed a pilot program that involved the conver- 
sion of six tricycles to autogas. 

“We're just conducting a trial here, but this 
should go beyond the pilot phase when we 
have the standards in place,” she said. “While 
working on the guidelines, we're also work- 
ing with banks for possible financing for tricy- 
éle owners who may want to convert.” 

She said it would cost between Р10,000 
and P12,000 to convert a tricycle into auto- 
gas. Tricycle owners can recover their invest- 
‘ment in the conversion of their vehicles with- 
in three to six months. 


est rate on the RTBs to be at par with sec- 
ondary market rates for government secu- 
rities of comparable tenors. An industry 
player said three-year bonds were fetching 
6.91 percent, while five-year bonds were 
trading at 7.21 percent in the secondary 
market. 

Тап said the government expects to gener- 
ate substantial interest in the RTBs since there 
were P21 billion worth of RTBs that matured 
last Monday. He said the government expect- 
ed some of the holders reinvest their cash. 


‘The amount of RTBs to be sold this month 
forms part of the government's domestic 
borrowing program of P260 billion for the 
year. 

The local borrowing program is on top of 
the $2.46 billion worth of foreign borrow- 
ings also slated for this year. Of the foreign 
borrowings, $1 billion was raised in January 
this year through the flotation of sovereign 
bonds. The balance will come in the form of 
official development assistance from multilat- 
eral and bilateral lenders. 


Shares up on Wall St. record rise roms: 


the markets rebound seems to be sustainable af- 
ter the 3,700 points support level was affirmed,” 
‘said Ron Rodrigo of Unicapital Securities. 

He said investors will continue to take their 
спе from Wall Street's performance but they are 
unlikely to make aggressive moves while waiting 
for more Philippine companies to release second- 
quarter results. (See related story on Page B7.) 

Ayala Corp. rose P15 to Р570. 


Metropolitan Bank and Trust Co., the na- 
tion's biggest lender by assets, jumped P2.50 
to P69.50. 

Bucking the trend, top-traded Philippine 
Long Distance Telephone Co. was down P10 
at P2,690 on profit-taking after hitting record 
highs recently. 

San Miguel Corp. saw its A and B shares un- 
changed at P74 and P82.50, respectively. AFP 


RESEARCH IN MOTION (RIM) IS 
wooing its next 1.2 million sub- 
scribers by offering a combina- 
tion of corporate and consumer 
features, offered in partnership 
with Globe Telecom. 

RIM says more business users in 
the Philippines and the rest of Asia 
want consumer friendly provisions 
such as the phone camera and 
headset jack for listening to music. 

In response to demand, RIM 
and Globe on Thursday launched 
the Blackberry Curve, also known 
as the 8300. RIM included a 2- 
megapixel camera, more multi- 
media features, and even a head- 
set jack to cater to the “consumer 
needs” of business users. Globe, 
meanwhile, has integrated work 
applications such as database ac- 
cess. 

RIM's vice president for Asia 
Pacific Norm Lo said that business 


more 


ness Group. 
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users have always been the pri- 
mary users of Blackberry in the 
Philippines, but the integration of 
consumer-centered 
tures expands the handset's a 
peal to noncorporate users. 
"Corporate users are also cori- 
sumers,” Lo told reporters. “They 
have a Ше, too, outside of business. 
‘The Curve enables them to balance 
work and home life, for example, 
letting them take pictures to send 
home when they are on a trip. But 
even if we added multimedia fea- 
tures, the Curve is still a business 
phone. We will be adding incre- 
mental features into the devic 
Globe is working with potential 
partners for integrating a wider 
range of corporate applications iri- 
to the Blackberry, said Louie Vil- 
lanueva, Integrated Business Ser- 
vices for Globe's Enterprise Busi- 


fear 


Riza T. Olchondra 


Dollar 
_Equivalent_ 


1 


Too 


Peso 


Equivalent: 


Mg 
EN 


‘Unted Kingdom 
“Hong Kong” _ 
Бөлмені” 
E 


— 140439. 
209% 

9601641 
01694445. 


0830565. 


20492 - 


27867 


0958681 


782294 


Е 


432288. 


Singapore 
“малша 


70479274 
0.636813, 


0.661638 2 


298333. 
1 396296 


Bahrain 
Saudi Arabia 


ТЕ 1921573 


0266652 | 


11196116. 


120233 


0659487 
000011 


29747 
0006 


0024227 
0197254 


T 


1 


БЕСІ 


200791. 


220109 


“0098776 
02304 


019218 — 


0322269 


226E 

бз? 

59618, 
45317 


0390942 
0194417 


0539895 — 


0.185563. 


ЕТЕСІЗ 
8357 


Rupee 0.017885 
ogg 0210881 


0.024830 


0291121 


142. 
131288. 


Z New Peso. 0067447 


“New Zealand ~~ Dor 0572081 


0.09311 


0791014 


AIT 
32600. 


“Norway Kroner 0126387 _ 


2174477 


Pakistan Rupee 0011993 


0.016556. 


South africa Rand 0105903 


0.146199. 


“Sweden Kroner 0109076 


015058 


E Pound 0014017 


001925 


Mt Dollar 20022069” 


0.030466. 


Taman ы = 
Venezuela Bolvar — 0000338 


0000466 


ила tet ore dei ahi M T. 
etia aae id Ree Sot. 


30% DOWNPAYMENT 


Wu А IN 10 YEARS 


Paint a beautiful picture. 
Live a wonderful life. 


„тош nnoüses 


perd 


М халале dating rate as ot aty 19,2007 


— PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


TR eene 637-2008 =~ OBITUARIES ___ 


SATURDAY, JULY 21, 2007 


PNOC 


ENERGY DEVELOPMENT 
CORPORATION 


mourns the loss of its founding Chairman & President 


MINISTER GERONIMO 2. VELASCO 


who peacefully joined our Creator 
on July 16, 2007 at the age of 79. 


His pioneering efforts and visionary leadership 


paved the way for our country 


to become the world’s 2% largest geothermal producer. 


The company requests the pious reader to pray 


for the eternal repose of his soul. 


eg Do dE 


we celebrate and lovingly remember 
the life of 


Virgilio “Rex” Prudente Reyes 


journalist and former Press Secretary 
during the term of President Diosdado Macapagal. 
beloved husband of Erlinda Alcantara Reyes (1) 


and devoted father of Carlos (t) and Milagros Villavicencio Reyes, Osorio and Cynthia Reyes Calejesan, 
‘Mervyn and Georgina Reyes Encanto. Virgilio Jr. and Marie Reyes, Valentin and Clarissa Reyes and 
‘grandfather of Ma. Eloisa and Martin Reyes, Lynnie, Edward, Aimee, and Virgil Calejesan, Melissa, 
Katrina, and Gela Encanto, Paul Reyes, Өріс, Christian, Bryan, and Vinnie Reyes. 


"The following masses for the repose of his soul will be offered: 
6 am., Sta. Maria Della Strada Church, La Vista, Q.C. 
630 am, St. Andrew's Church, Bel Air, Makati City 
Tam. St Peter's Church, Commonwealth Ave., О.С 
12 noon, Church of the Holy Sacrifice, University ofthe Philippines 


7 pm. Christ the King Church, Filinvest Il, О.С. 
9:30 am. Sunday, July 22, Pius X* Church, Pretoria, South Africa 
The readers are asked to remember Virgilio in their prayers and thoughts. 


SULTAN KUDARAT ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 
Tacurong City, Sultan Kudarat 
Tels: 064-200-3155/4050; 064-477-0326) Fax: 064-200-3156 


INVITATION FOR BIDS 
The Sultan Kudarat Electric Cooperative, Inc. (SUKELCO) invites Sealed Bids from Eligible Bidders 
for the project Massive Relocation of Kwh meters and system upgrading at Buluan, Maguindanao- 
funded under General Fund; 


4. Supply and delivery of CL-2, Kwh Meter G.E 1-558, 2 wires, Single Phase, 220 volts, Clock. 


ре. 
2. Supply and delivery of CL-100, Kwh meter G.E., 1-558, 2 wires Single Phase, 240 volts, 
Clock type. 

з. Supply and delivery of Tools, Metering and Construction materiais. 

Interested Eligible bidders may obtain further information and inspect Bidding Documents at the 
office of the ISD Manager/BAC Chairman Guia R. Victorio. 

Bidding Documents may be purchased, starting July 27, 2007 by an interested Eligible Bidder 
upon submission of writen application to the BAC Chairman and upon payment of a non-refundable 
fee amounting to Two Thousand Five Hundred Pesos (P 2,500.00) 

‘Sealed envelope containing the technical and financial proposals in separate envelopes duly 
marked as such wil be received by the BAC at the Board Ноот on or before 10:00 a.m., August 08, 
2007 at which time and place the technical proposals will be opened and evaluated. The financial 
proposals of bidders found eligible to bid will then be opened and read in the presence of Bidder's 
Feprasentalives who choose to attend, otherwise, they wil be returned unopened to ineligible bidders. 

А pre-bid conference will be held on July 27, 2007 at 10:00 a.m. at the Board Room. 

All bids submitted must be accompanied by a bid security, in cash or cashier's check, іп the 
amount equivalent to 2-1/2% of the amount of bid. This bid security shall be valid for at east 150 
days starting from the date of bid opening. 

The Sultan Kudarat Electric Cooperative, Inc. hereby reserves the right to reject any or ай bids 
without disclosing any reason, to waive any minor defects or infirmities therein and to accept such 
bid as may be considered most advantageous to the cooperative. 

Noted by: 

(84) DEMETRIO О. JEREZ, PEE 


General Manager 
(DII 21 азат 


(504) GUIA R. VICTORIO 
ВАС Chairman 


“Тат the Resurrection and the Life, 
He who believes in Me will Live, 
even though he dies, and whoever 
believes in Me will never die.” 
John 11:25-26 


DR. MANUEL T. CRESPO | 


passed away in the Grace of our Lord 
‘on July 16, 2007 at the age of 89. 


His loving wife Pilar J. Crespo, children and in-laws, 
‘grandchildren, relatives and friends request the pious 
readers to pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 


His remains lie in state at the family residence 
at 219 Brgy. Manga, Cacutud, Arayat, Pampanga. 


Interment will be on Sunday, July 22, 2007 
at the Arayat Catholic Cemetery after the 9:30 a.m 
Mass at St. Catherine Church, Arayat, Pampanga. 


RYKEROLL 
RENT-A-VAN 
07 URVAN 
ESCAPADE 
10 HOURS P1,800 
WITH DRIVER. 


1810716 / 1964371 
09213497110 
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Excellentcondition. 

Contact icky 

9178398885 
7505319 


BUY SELL- PAWN FOR RENT 


B other SMSSSWATCNES 
JEWELRY 
DIAMONDS 
BEST PRICE 
'SPOT CASH 
GolaCrest Bldg. 


341572 Й 
иги, Glorietta? Makati 


SO LOVINGLY MISSED 
SO DEARLY REMEMBERED 


Оп his Ist year Anniversary 
of joining his Creator 


| JUSTIN AARON C. OBANDO 


November 3, 1985 - July 21, 2006 


Several masses will be offered for him. 
We, Jorge, Amie, Carlo, Nico and Kaye 
request relatives and friends to always 
remember him in your prayers, masses 
and in your hearts. 


We design 
obit for free. 


CiAssiHEDS 
More Classified Ads: 


Department of Labor-NCR ............. B2 
National Transmission Corporation ... B7 
Dr. Romulo Tengco ...... BT 


Notify family and friends of a 
loved one who had just 
` passed away. 
We accept death notices, 
announcing details of the 
person's wake and interment. : 
For a very affordable fee you : 
can reach out to everyone who / 
have been a part of the life of 
your dearly departed. For 
more information, you may 
contact Inquirer Classifieds at 
(02)897 8425. 


SATURDAY, JULY 21, 


2007 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER mmmn 


OBITUARIES. _._ 


For your Classified and Obituary Ads а-ы 637-2008 


The Board of Directors, Management and Staff 


of 


REPUBLIC GLASS HOLDINGS CORPORATION 


announce with deep sorrow the demise 


of its beloved Chairman 


MR. GERONIMO ZAMORA VELASCO 


who peacefully joined his Creator on July 16, 2007. 


We offer our deepest sympathies and heartfelt prayers to his loved 
ones, wife Erlinda Faustino; children Urbano & Ramona Favis, 
Ma. Paz Amparo & Oliverio Laperal Jr., Geronimo Jr. & Felicia 
Trinidad, Ma. Luisa Velasco, and Miguel & Lailani Mendoza; 
grandchildren Victoria, Marina & Gisella Velasco, Emma, 
Gerardo & Rafael Laperal, Martine, Carolina & Juanpaulo 
Velasco, Nicole Velasco and Dominique & Jeremy Velasco. 


рни 


ILIPPINE HEART CENTER 


East Avenue, Quezon City 


FELLOWSHIPS: 


н accepting applications for 
‘Academie Year 2008 


1. Pediatric Cardiovascular Medicine Department 
> 3 years Residency in General Pediatric accredited by PPS 


2 a least passed wei 


ten examination for Diplomate n Pediatrics 


п. CV Anesthesia Division 
> 3years Residency in General Anesthesia accredited by PBA (Board 


eligible) 


їп, Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery Division 
> a уем Residency in General Surgery accredited by PCS (Board 


eligible) 
RESIDENCIES : (For Medic 
L Nuclear Medicine Divi 


"y 
lear Medicine 


cal Board Passers) 


iological & Clinical Laboratory 


+ Dende for Su 
* Academic yer 2008 starts 
General Requirements: 

1. Medical Diploma 


of application ison August 31,2007 
1008 


ion January 1, 2 


Transcript of Records with the General Weighted Average 


Itemized Board Rati 


ing 


Three (3) Letters of Recommendation with at least one letter written by 
the Training Officer &/or Director of the previous Training Programs 
y photocopies will not be accepted) 


— 


Please a 


colorea picture 
Adress your communications to: 


‘ARISTIDES G. PANLILIO, M.D. 


riment Manager li 


The Department of Education, Training and Research 


Philippine Heart Center 


East Avenue, Quezon Cily 
For further inquiries, please contact Ms. Carmela O. River or Ms. Cleopatra Q. 
Palencia with Tel. Nos. 825-2401 locals 3234, 3235, 3236 & 3237 and Telefax 


926-9622, or you can email to 


оегёрдс gov.ph 


Check out 
more jobs 
from 
JobMarket 
Libre every 
Tuesday 


FABMIK CONSTRUCTION & EQUIPMENT CO, sic. 


Immediate hiring of: 
(2) Electrical 
(2) Mechanical Licensed Engr 


32years oe min hve at isast 3 years experience стс 


Contact Person: Marcelino Dela Cruz 


ров! 


Inquire about tbe JobMarket Libre ul 897-M88 loc 514. 


CLASSIFIEDS — 


NORTHERN MINDANAO STATE INSTITUTE OF 
‘SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
РО Boris Ampayon Baan Cty 
CARAGA Asner Regen ХШ 
теле OES 32007 Far Na ES 321079, 
VAL ia we com sh 


NOTICE OF SEARCH FOR PRESIDENT 
The Boal Testes cI NORMSIST lora tad pb алоо att Seach or Presidency 
«леса. 
Minimum Persona! Quaiieations: 
Т s ne ba moe рал G3 years con B dıle sat as deni for bon ol due 


‘COMMISSION ON ELECTIONS 
ANNOUNCEMENT 
Filing of application as a voter for the Barangay Elections is 
OPEN to all Filipino citizens at least eighteen (18) years old on. 
or before October 29, 2007. : 

Filing of application starts July 15-22, 2007 at 
the Office of the Election Officer in cities? | ff 
municipalities from 8:00 am - 7-00 pm. 
Education and Information Department 
825-9294" 525-9301 * 527-0821 * 527-5574 


єп 


| 


А апаву 10-year-old Crewing Company that салышу selects and deploys} 


qualified men and women to privately owned mega yachts based all over the 
word is now interviewing forthe following postons 
(immediato deployment for those who moet qualty standards) 


ыс! ENGINEE! 
(CHIEF ENGINEER, 2% ENGINEER, 3° ENGINEER) 
Experienced manne Engineers preteraby with einer Maga Yacht or cruise liner 
experience and can Бе "pult-unctionar Candidates must have а disciplined and 
адай approach to the jo. Engine rooms are ай unmanned wih state of tha art 
"Machinery and ашайагу equipment An understanding of electrical systems and 
electronics is desirable 


ELECTRICIAN 
You should be abi to set up procedural systems and have the necessary 
leadership and multHunctonal skis to run your department on a "hand on 
Баве i 2 clean and 10y manner. Experience in Electronics and Audio and 
‘sound systems would be a big plus. 


HIEF STEW! ІЗ 
Candcetes should have mutfinctonal sits and be experenced In al aspects оГ 
keeping serios, have a great tude, good charactar and work undar pressum. 
‘Cnet Siowardess must have good organizational sis and be able to organize 
the whale interior department 


соок 3 
(For August deployment. You must be able to cook for at least 30 people. Also, 
| "ab amar wih Pino, other Asian and European cuisine. This positon is for a 


Survey vessel for 3 months with excellent salary, after which, I salistaclory we 
would endorse you to work on Mega Yachts. 


Ай applicants must be non- 
"Quaited applicants who already have Yacht or Crise Liner experience wil be 
"who are interested and are motivated are 

‘apply ss well 


Н you are interested you may email or submit your resume along with your | 
whole Е 


Dody picture o 
CREW ASIA, INC. 


Unit 407 Cebu Hold 
Cardinal Rosales Avo., Cebu City, Phils. 


з and well versed in Engish (writen and oral). | 


COMMISSION ON ELECTIONS 
ANNOUNCEMENT 
Filing of application as a member of the Katipunan ng 
Kabataan is OPEN to all Filipino citizens at least fifteen (15) 
but below eighteen (18) years old on or before October 29, 2007. 
Filing of application starts July 15-22, 2007 at the Office of the 
Election Officer in cities! municipalities from 
8:00 am - 7:00 pm. 


Education and Information Department 
5259294 * 525-9301 * 527-0821 * 527-5574 
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Phytonutrients will prevent 
disease, says Nutrilite 


By Tessa К. Salazar 
Conclusion 

OLLEEN CARKEET, NU- 

trilite Health Institute's 

research scientist, says: 
“Its pretty miraculous that the 
human body functions the way 
it does, but any point of the 
process could go wrong at any 
point in time. Phytonutrients 
help us support that process 
goes on smoothly.” 

‘She adds that phytonutrients protect us 
from free radicals, 

Phytonutrients, also called phytochemi- 
cals, are compounds in plant-derived 
foods that have biological activity in the 
body. Phytochemicals naturally occur in 
vegetables and fruits 


"Free radicals are all around us. And 
we can't escape them. They are on 
cigarette smoke, sunlight, in the air com- 
ing out of our air-conditioners, X-rays, 
chemicals such as pesticides, and even 
when we exercise,” she says. 

‘According to Carkeet, organic plants, 
especially those grown by Nutrilite, ей 
nate the use of pesticides, and preserve nu- 
trients in the soil where they are grown. 
‘And though organic plants do not neces- 
sarily have added nutritional value, they 
help fulfil the company’s “social responsi- 
bility’ for its consumers. 

‘She also does not make any false promises 
about Nutilke's products. The plant-based 
food supplements would only work best, she 
says, when combined with exercise, balanced 
diet, hygiene and a positive attitude. 


‘Personalized’ nutrition 
Nutrilite Health Institute president Carl 
S. "Sam" Rehnborg, a biochemist, sees 


“personalized” nutrition as the company’s 
biggest opportunity so far. This involves 
genetics and the family doctor's knowl- 
edge of the health history of each member 
of the family. A growing trend in the Unit- 
ей States, this complex combination of ge- 
netics and health risk assessment (using 
mostly input questions) could also gain а 
foothold in countries such as Japan and 
China, according to Rehnborg. 

He says: "Information, such as choles- 
terol and blood pressure levels contained 
in the health assessment portfolio, added 
with the genetic information, can be devel- 
oped into an algorithm, and the computer 
goes to work on it. Out of that comes an 
optimum health recommendation for you 
as an individual.” 

Rehnborg further explains that this 
health recommendation, in tum, can be 
placed on the individuals “shopping cart” 
in his computer file at Nutrilite. The com- 
pany then picks out the recommended Nu- 
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trilite products, packages them, puts the 
person's name on these and have them de- 
livered directly. 

“Nowadays the most frequent question I 
get from people is What do I need? We 
can tell you what you need if you undergo 
an assessment,” he says. 


Genetic test as preventive tool 

With the planned rollout to Japan, Ko- 
rea and China, Nutrilite has expanded its 
‘genetic portfolio by partnering with Inter- 
ешп Genetics, one of the top biotech 
players in the States. 

Rehnborg says: "Genetics is complex, 
but acquiring genetic samples is pretty 
simple. You basically swab some cotton in- 
side your mouth, put the cotton in a special 
envelope, and send it to a genetic testing 
lab. That genetic testing lab (soon there 


will be a number of them around the 
world) will scan the individual's gene map 
and tell you which diseases you are likely 
predisposed to.” 

He also understands the apprehension 
the public feels when the word genetics is 
brought up. “People think new limbs, ge- 
netic mutations but we're using our knowl- 
edge of genetics as a preventive tool to 
help people know themselves better. Wee 
not talking about changing people's genes. 

All we want to do is use the knowledge to 
help identify what the best optimal health 
program is for each individual, һе adds. 

Rehnborg also stresses that technology 
regulators worldwide are also necessary to 
design the parameters ofthis technology. 

For more info on supply of Nutrilite food 
supplements in the Philippines, log on to 
http://wwwamway.com.ph. 


By Rafael R. Castillo, MD 


HOW WOULD YOU LIKE TO WIN 
| P20 million and buy your dream 
| house and dream car? 
"This was the message of a full-page 
ad in full color which was placed in 
Pe -several broadsheets recently. 1 dont 
watch television or listen to the radio 
F -that much but I figure there must be 
E similar ads blurting the same mes- 
|; заде in these media. 
|` What do you have to do to qualify 
to win this 
grand prize? All 
you have to do is 
buy a particular 
cigarette brand 
and join the raf- 
fie. And by sim- 
: ple logic, the more cigarettes you buy, 
the more chances you have of win- 
ning this amazing prize which many 
Е won't earn in a lifetime of hard work. 


Promo gimmicks 

1 can understand that our govem- 
ment or any government can not just. 
ban the sale of cigarettes or any sub- 
stance although it has been proven 
beyond any reasonable doubt that it 
can be harmful to one's health. But al- 
lowing it to advertise lavishly and 
worse, engage in enticing promotion- 
al gimmicks to lure smokers, is be- 
yond any rational understanding. 

Allowing these ads and marketing 
promotions is like conveying the mes- 
sage: It’s okay to have more people 
dying of cancers, heart attacks and 


MEDICAL 
FILES 


strokes, and more smoking gentle- 
men undergoing emergency surgery 
for dissecting aortic aneurysm. 


Survey results 

There's no denying that any prod- 
uct, good or bad, when advertised 
will lure buyers. Media ads put poten- 
Ча] buyers іп a subde trance. And 
with a P20 million raffle prize, the 
trance even becomes more powerful. 
Its no wonder why 35 out of 100 Fil- 
ipinos still smoke, based on the ге. 
sults of the National Nutrition and 
Health Survey conducted by a joint 
effort of more than 10 medical orga- 
nizations and the Food and Nutrition 
Research Institute of the Department 
of Science and Technology. Dr. Dante 
Morales, medical director of Manila 
Doctor's Hospital, was the prime 
mover in this survey. 

More than half (56.3 percent) of 
adult males are still smoking, based 
оп the NNHeS report. Prevalence in 
adult male smokers even increased 
from 53.8 percent in 1998 to 563 
percent during the survey. Females 
are probably more health conscious 
and the prevalence of female smokers 
slightly decreased from 12.6 to 12.1 
percent. 


Strict measures. 

“We're smoking more compared to 
Singaporeans and American" Dr 
Morales says. The reported preva- 
Тепсе of smoking in Singapore and 
the United States is 24.2 percent and 
24.1 percent, respectively. It is no- 


Ban smoking advertisements (please!) 


table that strict antismoking mea- 
sures have been taken by Singapore 
and many states in the US. 

In the United States, various issues 
оп smoking are determined at the 
state or municipal level, not by the 
federal government; therefore, smok- 
ing policies are instituted on a state- 
bystate basis. Some city councils 
have even outlawed smoking in resi- 
dences unless its a single-detached 
residence. And smokers can only 
smoke in their patios or garden. 


Education campaigns 

Many of us in the various medical 
organizations spend time and re- 
sources to educate the public to pre- 
vent and control known cardiovascu- 
lar risk factors such as hypertension, 
diabetes and cholesterol problems 
But I personally feel dismayed know- 
ing that even if we're successful in 
these education campaigns, if the 
prevalence of smoking is not reduced, 
there will be no significant impact on 
the incidence of cardiovascular dis- 
‘eases in this country Filipinos will still 
have the same rate of heart attacks, 
strokes and yes, dissecting aortic 
aneurysm even 20 years from now. 

If there is a single most critical fac- 
tor which any of our health advocacy 
‘campaigns must achieve, that would 
be to convince Filipinos to quit smok- 
ing and prevent our adolescent popu- 
lation highly vulnerable to smoking 
ads of macho smokers and their mun- 
dane conquests—from ever getting 
that first puff 


helps сол blood sugar 


When glucose (or blood sugar) is not used by the body properly due to low production of insulin, it 


stays in the blood in large amounts and can damage blood cells and nerves. 


It can lead to 


complications such as blindness and kidney failure, and can even be fatal when left undiagnosed or 


untreated. 


Take control of your blood sugar with daily fiber intake! C-Lium Fibre, a 100% natural dietary 
fiber without artificial flavors and preservatives, promotes a healthy digestive system. Made from 


100% psy! 


im husk, C-Lium Fibre slows down digestion to allow the gradual release of glucose. The 


slower the diegstion of carbohydrates, the slower the increase in blood 
sugar level because less insulin is needed. 


Make C-Lium Fibre your daily habit! 


i 
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Best Pinoy Science of 2006 


THREE DECADES AGO, THE NATIONAL 
Academy of Science and Technology (NAST) 
was established as the government's highest 
recognition and advisory body on S and T. 
Since then, NAST bas been recognizing Fil- 
ipino scientists who excel in the agricultural, 
biological, chemical, mathematical, physical, 
engineering, health and social sciences. 

Last week, at the conclusion of the NAST an- 
nual meeting at the Manila Hotel, these were 
deemed the best of Pinoy science in 2006. 
Outstanding books 

culture: "Lost Harvest: Quantifying the 
Effect of Plant Diseases on Major Crops in the 
Philippines,” by Avelino Raymundo; and “Food 
Carrying and Income-generating Capacities of 
the Rice Sector,” by Leonardo Gonzales, Leoca- 
dio Sebastian and Sergio Francisco 

Social Sciences: "2005 Philippine Human 
Development Report: Peace, Human Security 
and Human Development in the Philippines," 
by Emmanuel de Dios, Soliman Santos Jr, Toby 
Melissa Monsod and Arsenio Balisacan; and 
"Winning the Water War. Watersheds, Water 
Policies and Water Institutions," by Agnes Rola, 
Hermina Francisco and Jennifer Liguton 


Outstanding papers 

Agriculture: “Enhanced Developmental 
Competence of Buffalo Oocytes in the Presence 
of Hormones and Epidermal Growth Factor 
during In Viro Maturation,” by Eufrocina 
Atabay, Edwin Atabay, Danilda Duran, Rodante 
de Vera and Libertado Cruz; and The Effect of 
Different Milling Times or Grain Iron Content 
and Grain Physical Parameters Associated with 
Milling of Eight Genotypes of Rice, by Maria Eli- 
nor Sison, Glenn Gregorio and Merlyn Men- 
dioro 

Biology: “A Decision to Support Model for 
Determining Sizes of Marine Protected Areas: 
Biophysical Considerations," by Wilfredo Licua- 
nan, Porfirio Aliño, Willy Campos, GB Castillo 
and Marie Antonette Mefiez; “Identification 
and Characterization of Bacteriocinogenic Lac- 
tobacillus plantarum BS25 Isolated from Balao- 
balao, a Locally Fermented Rice Shrimp Mix- 
ture from the Philippines,” by Charina Gracia 
Banaay, Francisco Elagado and Ida Dalmacio; 
and "Macro- and Microscopical Analyses of the 
Oocytes of Stegastes nigricants Lacapede,” by 
Henry Rivero and Olga Nufieza 

Math: “On Vertex-Colorings of Archimedean 
Tilings with Applications in Molecular Symme- 
try? by Ma. Louise Antoneste de las Pefas 

Chemistry: “Triterpenes in the Callus Cul- 
ture of Vitex nigundo L,” by Marissa Noel and 
Fabian Dayrit 


Engineering and Technology: “Logit Choice 
Models and Unity Ranking of Transport Models 
іп Мето Manila with Urban Transport Policy 
Applications,” by Alexis Filone, Cresencion 
Montalbo Jr. and Noriel Christopher Tigalao; 
"Biodegradation of Polychlorinated Biphenyls 
Using Acclimatized Biofilm in a Three-Phase 
Fluidized Bed Aerobic Reactor,” by Joseph Au- 
resina and Donna Marie Taleon; and "Degrada- 
tion of Polychorinated Вірһепуі in Water Ma- 
trix Using UV/H202: Effect of Oxidant Concen- 
tration and Ph,” by Carmela Centeno, Leonila 
Abella and Susan Gallardo 

Health: “The Philippine College of Surgeons’ 
National Surgical Manpower Study" by Cenon 
Alfonso, Renato Cirilio Ocampo, Shirard 
Leonard Adiviso, Miguel Mendoza, Jose Joey 
Bienvenida and Crisostomo Arcilla Jr 

Economics: “А Range-based GARCH-model 
for Forecasting Financial Volatility" by Dennis 
Мара 


Talent Search for Young Scientists 

Regina So (organic chemistry) of the Ateneo 
де Manila University won the Talent Search for 
Young Scientists. Special citations went to Din- 
do Agustin Tabanao (applied plant sciences) of 
the Philippine Rice Research Institute and Con- 
rado dR. Ruiz Jr. (computer science) of De La 
Salle University. 

‘Marie Antonette Mefiez (biology) of the Uni- 
versity of the Philippines (UP) in Diliman and 
Paciencia Milan (vertebrate ecology) of Leyte 
State University garnered the NASTHugh 
Greenwood Environmental Science Award. 

Christopher Bernido (physics) of the Central 
Visayan Institute Foundation, Leonardo Liong- 
son (water resources administration) of UP Dili- 
man, and Allan Benedict Bernardo (psycholo- 
gy) of De La Salle University were inducted into 
NAST. Liwayway Engle (genetics) of the 
AVRDC-The World Vegetable Center in Taiwan 
became a NAST corresponding member. 

last Sunday in the Lifestyle section, 1 also 
featured 10 men and women who became our 
newest batch of Outstanding Young Scientists. 

То everyone, congratulations! 

Contact 
hoo.com. 


the author at blessbook@ya- 


New dengue test kit makes 
early detection possible 


By Charles E. Buban 


THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH IS ONCE 
again on the warpath against dengue, em- 
barking on a renewed intensive awareness 
‘campaign in reaction to the rising number of 
cases being reported around the country. 
Already 7,361 have been reported from Jan. 
1 to June 2, which is a 6.8 percent increase from 
the 6,695 reported during the same period last 


year. 

Although most of these diagnosed individu- 
als will recover within two weeks, the health de- 
partment warned that some of them will devel- 
ор dengue hemorrhagic fever that causes mas- 
sive bleeding and other deadly complications. 

‘At present, the only method of controlling ог 
preventing dengue and dengue hemorrhagic 
fever is (0 combat the mosquitoes that carry 
them as well as to seek early medical treatment, 
especially when the symptoms such as high 
fever, headaches, joint and muscle pain, vomit- 
ing and rashes, already last two to seven days. 


No specific treatment 

Unfortunately, there is no specific treatment 
for dengue fever, more so to its more serious 
counterpart, the dengue hemorrhagic fever be- 
cause the infection could come from any of the 
four strains of virus that causes dengue (and 
transmitted by a certain species of mosquito). 

Because of this, early detection of the pres- 


ence of dengue infection is crucial considering 
that only a careful clinical management by ех- 
perienced medical professionals could increase 
а patients chance of recovery from this poten- 
tially deadly infection. 

‘The common test used to detect dengue in- 
volves identifying the presence of antibodies 
‘which are produced five to 10 days after the on- 
set of fever in cases of primary infections and 
four to five days in cases of secondary infec- 
tions. 


Notearly enough 

Lifeline Diagnostics Supplies Inc., exclusive 
distributor of Bio-Rad brand of products in the 
Philippines, believes these testing methods may 
not be be too helpful if early diagnosis is de- 
sired. 

To address this challenge, the company intro- 
duced in the country a new dengue test kit that 
could detect the virus from the first day of 


ms. 
Platelia Dengue NS1 Antigen test kit 
makes earlier detection possible as it tests for a 
certain dengue-virus antigen (№51 dengue- 
virus antigen) in the patient instead of the anti- 
bodies and the results are available in one day. 
‘The company believes this new test would 
not only prevent further epidemic cases but also 
allow an early recovery since doctors are in- 
formed much earlier and enable them to pro- 
vide the best medical care possible. 
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Stocks hit highs 
despite worries 


LONDON—WORLD STOCKS HIT 
another all-time high on Friday as 
investors set aside worries about 
the credit market to focus on cor- 
porate earnings and a solid global 
economic backdrop. 

MSCI's main world stock index 
rose briefly above its previous 
record, reached on Monday, as 
European and Japanese shares 
added to Wall Street’s overnight 
gains. 

But concerns about securities 
based on US subprime mort- 
gages, which target less credi 
worthy borrowers, kept the dol- 
lar near all-time lows against 
the euro and the cost of insuring. 
risky European corporate debt 
rose. 

The iTraxx Crossover index, 
the most widely watched indica- 
tor of European credit sentiment, 
widened around 10 basis points. 

“(What) we have at the mo- 
ment is this divergent attitude 
where you see equities bulls still 
pushing US equities up and up 
2. and the bears looking at the 
credit market contagion,” said 
Justin Urquhart Stewart, а 
strategist at 7 Investment Man- 
agement. 

US Federal Reserve Chair Ben 
Bernanke said on Thursday that 
subprime mortgage losses could 
hit $100 billion and threaten con- 
sumer spending. 

Equity markets, however, fo- 
cused on a positive climate for 


GM, Toyota 


TOKYO—GENERAL MOTORS 
regained the rank of world num- 
ber one for the second quarter of 
2007, outselling Toyota Motor, 
but its Japanese rival came out on 
top for the first half of the year. 

Toyota said Friday that it had 
sold 2.37 million vehicles world- 
wide in the three months to June, 
slipping behind Detroit-based 
GM which reported Thursday it 
had sold 2.41 million in the same 
period. 

“СМ still is the top automaker 
in the United States, supported 


company earnings. 

‘The FTSEurofirst 300 index of 
top European shares was up 0.3 
percent. London's FTSE 100 in- 
dex тое 0.5 percent, while 
Frankfures DAX was up 0.1 per- 
cent and Paris’ CAC 40 rose near- 
ly0.2 percent. 

Earlier, Japan's Nikkei closed 
up 0.23 percent or 41.36 points at 
18,157.93. The broader Topix in- 
dex added 0.46 percent to 
177617. 

Тһе dollar hovered near its 
record low against the euro while 
the Australian and New Zealand 
dollars gained as investors 
flocked to higher-yielding curren- 
cies. 

The euro was steady at 
$1.3806, within sight of a record 
high of $1.3834 hit earlier this 
week when the dollar fell broadly 
on subprime worries. 

The Australian dollar rose as 
high as 107.70 yen, its strongest 
since September 1991, while the 
New Zealand dollar hit a peak of 
97.24 yen, a level not seen in 21 
years. 

Credit worries gave some sup- 
port to safe haven euro zone gov- 
emment bonds. 

Ten-year yields, which move 
inversely to prices, were 1.8 basis. 
points down at 4.527 percent 
while the interest rate-sensitive 
two-year yield was 0.6 basis 
points lower at 4.489 percent. 

Reuters 
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ABILLBOARD 
announces the. 
closing price of the 
Dow Jones 
Industrial Average 
inNew York, 
Thursday, July 19, 
2007. Wall Street 
rocketed to yet. 
another record on 
‘Thursday, with the 
Dow Jones 
industrials closing 
above 14,000 for the 
first time. 


Oil takes pause after rise to near record 


SINGAPORE—OIL PRICES WERE 
steady on Friday after two days of 
solid gains, buoyed by concems 
that unrelenting economic growth 
will strain sipplies already 
thinned by US refinery trip-ups 
and African export disruptions. 

London Brent crude Юг 
September was down 3 cents at 
$77.64 a barrel by early yester- 
day afternoon, one dollar below 
its all-time record high of $78.65 
touched last August. 

Brent has rallied more than $2. 
їп the two days following US gov- 
ernment data on Wednesday 
showing a fall in fuel stocks. 


US light crude for August de- 
livery, which expires later on Fri- 
day, was down 4 cents at $75.88 a 
barrel, after having settled 87 
‘cents higher at $75.92 a barrel on 
‘Thursday. 

“Oil demand seems to be ro- 
bust. There is a feeling that the 
market will become tighter and 
there is concern about prompt 
supplies,” said Tony Nunan, risk 
management executive at Tokyo- 
based Mitsubishi. 

Economic growth in China, the 
world’s second largest consumer, 
accelerated to 11.9 percent in the 
second quarter, a 11 1/2-year 


swap lead in global auto market 


by many fans,” said Tatsuya 
Mizuno, an auto analyst at Fitch 
Ratings. 

“Тһе company showed its fun- 
damental power" іп the second 
quarter, he said. 

But thanks to a strong first 
quarter, Toyota beat GM for the 
six months to June as a whole, 
selling 4.71 million units against 
GM's 4.67 million. 

Toyota is enjoying brisk de- 
mand, particularly in the United 
States, as higher prices at the fuel 
pump boost demand for compact 


cars, small sport utility vehicles 
and hybrids which use a mix of 
electricity and petrol. 

GM has been struggling to 
maintain domestic momen- 
tum, with its US sales sliding 
24 percent in June to 326,300 
vehicles, even as Toyota's sales 
in the world's largest economy 
jumped 6.1 percent to 
245,739. 

‘Toyota has been careful not to 
gloat about its rapid growth, fear- 
ing а protectionist backlash as seen 
in the United States in the 1980s. 


Toyota was a pioneer of en- 
vironmentally friendly hy- 
brids, which proved a major hit 
їп the United States, whose 
Own automakers have spent 
the last decade focusing on 
gas-guzzling sports utility ve- 

hicles 
Toyota, which marks the 70th 
anniversary of its founding this 
year, sold 8.52 million vehicles in 
the last fiscal year to March, up 
6.9 percent. It expects to sell 9.34 
million cars and trucks in 2007. 
AFP 


high, and crude imports for June 
тозе 20 percent from a year-ago. 

Other Asian economies are al- 
so proving resilient to surging en- 
ergy prices. Crude imports by 
South Korea, the world's fourth 
largest buyer, rose 3.8 percent 
froma year-ago in June. 

Steadily rising demand in the 
United States, coupled with a 
summer of unplanned refinery 
hiccups, has strained inventories 
in the world’s biggest ой user in 
the midstof the summer season. 

Gasoline stocks fell by a hefty 
2.3 million barrels in the week 
ended July 13, while crude 


stocks, still near nine-year highs, 
fell for the second week in a row. 

Following a surge in specula- 
tive buying since late June, the 
impact of even modest supply dis- 
ruptions has been magnified. 

Opec has, meanwhile, shown no 
sign of relaxing its output curbs, in 
place since last November, fearful 
of allowing already lofty crude in- 
ventories to build further. 

"Opec is holding up this year 
‘They opened up the taps last year 
and the result was a large build in 
inventories by the end of the sum- 
mer. They will be very conservative 
this year” Nunan said. Кешегі 


CHRISTOPHER ALLAN TENGCO 
of Millstone, New Jersey, son of 
Dr. Romulo Tengco and Dr. Mafalda 
Tesorero-Tengco, graduated cum 
laude from Tulane University 
Freeman School of Business, New 
Orleans, Louisiana on May 19, 
2007. He majored in Finance and 
Accounting. He is working now for 
Dutch Shell Oil Company as a 


Supply Purchaser. 


He is the grandson of Domingo 
& Ester Tengco of Ususan, Taguig 
City and the late Julian & Modesta 
Tesorero of Balayan, Batangas. 
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National Transmission Corporation 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR 
ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The National Transmission Corporation, through its Bids and Awards 
Committee (BAC), invites contractors registered with and classified 
by the Philippine Contractors Accreditation Board (PCAB) to apply 
{or eligibility and if found eligible, to bid for the hereunder contract: 
Мате of Contract Relocation of Stool Polos Affected by 
ОРУУН Road Widening Project of the 
Hermosa-Balintawak 230 kV. 
Transmission Line (Sp06.HBTL.Lc- 
0075) 
Pampanga and Bulacan Provinces, 
Island of Luzon 
Erection and Construction of the Steel 
Pole/Tower Structure and Dismantling 
of Existing Steel Poles at Hermosa- 
Balintawak 230kV Transmission Line 
: P 81,800,000.00 


Location 


Brief Description 


Approved Budget 
for the Contract (ABC) 
Contract Duration 365 Days. 

The PCAB License and Registration Particulars required should be 

аз follows: 

License Particular at least Category "А" - 

General Building or Sp. Electrical Works 

at least “Medium B' 

Sp. Electrical Works 

Prospective bidders should have completed a similar contract with а. 

value of at least 50% of the ABC, and have key personnel and 

equipment (listed in the Eligibility Forms) available for the 

Prosecution of the contract, The BAC will use non-discrelionary pass! 

fail criteria in the Eligibility Check/Screening as well as the 

Preliminary Examination of Bids. The BAC will conduct post- 

qualification of the lowest calculated bid. 

All particulars relative to Eligibility Statement and Screening, Bid 

Securily, Performance Securlty, Pre-Bidding Conference, Evaluation 

of Bids, Post-Cualification and Award of Contract shall be governed 

by the pertinent provisions of R.A. 9184 and its Implementing Rules 
and Regulation (IRR). 

The schedule of BAC activities is as follows: 


ВАС Activities 
issuance of Eligibilly Forms | Jul 
Pre-Eligibilty Conference. 
‘Deadline of Submission of 
Eligibility Requirements, 
Issuance of Bid Documents 
Pre-bld Conference 
‘Submission and 


Registration Particular 


Schedule 
23. 2007 
‘August 2, 2007 
‘August 10, 2007 


August 20, 2007 
September 4, 2007 
‘September 18, 2007 


Opening of Bids 


‘The ВАС will Issue to prospective bidders Eligibility Forms at BCMD, 
Ground Floor, Transco Main Bullding, Power Center, Quezon 
Avenue corner BIR Road Dillman, Quezon City 1104, upon thelr 
payment of a non-refundable amount of P1,000.00 to the National 
‘Transmission Corporation Cashier. Prospective bidders shall submit 
the Eligibility Requirements to the BAC at the said address. They may 
эво obtain the results of the Elgibilty Check by the BAC at Ihe same 
address, 

The BAC will issue Bidding Documents only to bidders declared by 
the ВАС to be eligible for the bidding upon payment of a поп- 
refundable amount of P10,000.00 to the National Transmission 
Corporation Cashier. 

The National Transmission Corporation assumes no responsibilty, 
whatsoever to compensate or indemnity bidders for any expenses 
incurred In the preparation of their bids. 


Approved by: 


(89d.) ATTY. NOEL Z. DE LEON 
ВАС Chalrman 


(PDI July 242 29,2007) 


“ғ ransCo 


National Transmission Corporation 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


Supply and Deliver of Transmission Line Materials and Construction of 
‘Concepcion - Clark 230kV Transmission Line Project 
(Sp07.CCTP.L-0102) 


1. The NATIONAL TRANSMISSION CORPORATION (TRANSCO), through 
its Annual Corporate Budget, intends fo apply the sum of Philippine Peso 
589,200,000.00 for the Supply and Delivery of Transmission Line 
Materials and Construction of Concepcion - Clark 230kV Transmission 
Line Project (Sp07.CCTP,L1-0102) being the Approved Budget for the 
Contract (АВС) to payments under the contract for the above project. Bids. 
received in excess of the ABC shall be automatically rejected at Bid opening. 
TRANSCO now invites Bids from eligible Bidders for the Supply and 
Delivery of Transmission Line Materials and Construction of 
Concepcion - Clark 230kV Transmission Line Project (Sp07.CCTP.LI- 
0102) Delvery and instalation of the GOODS is required within 300 calendar 
days Irom contract effectivity, The description of an eligible Bidder is 
Contained in Section 18 of he Bidding Documents, ITB. 

Bidding wil e conducted through open competitive bidding procedures using 
non-discretionary passllal criteria as specified in the Implementing Rules and 
Regulations Part A (IRR-A) of Republic Act 9184 (R.A. 9184), otherwise 
known as the "Government Procurement Reform Act” and is open to Filipino 
clizenslscle proprietorship, organizations and to Foreign bidders whose 
country the laws or regulations of which grant similar rights or privileges to 
Filipino citizens, pursuant to Republic Act 5183 (R.A. $183) and subject to 
Commonwealth Act 138 (С.А. 138). Only Bids from Bidders who pass the 
eligibility check will be opened. The process for the eligibility check is 
described in Section Io the Bidding Documents, ITB. The bidder with the 
Lowest Calculated Bid (LCB) shall advance to the post qualification stage in 
‘order to finally determine the bi's responsiveness 10 the technical and 
financial requirements of the project. The contract shali then be awarded to the 
Lowest Calculated and Responsive Bidder (LCRB) determined ltr the conduct 
of the post-qualiication evaluation 

Interested Bidders may obtain further information from TRANSCO and inspect 
the Bidding Documents at the address stated in Пет 10 starting July 23, 207 
from 8:00 A.M. to 5:00 Р.М. 

А complete set of Bidding Documents may bo purchased by interested Bidders 
Irom the address stated below and upon payment of а non-refundable fee in 
the amount of Philippine Peso 25,000.00. The Bidding Documents shall be 
received personally by the prospective Bidder or his authorized 
representative. 

TRANSCO wil hold а Pro-Bid Conference open to all interested parties on 
August 10, 2007, 9:00 A.M. at C.U. Del Rosario Function Hall B 8 C, Power 
Training Canter Building, National Transmission Corporation, Quezon Avenue 
corner BIR Read, Dilman, Quezon Cuy, Metro Mania, Phippines. 

Bids and eligibility requirements must be delivered at the venue of the bid 
opening stated in tem 8 on ог before 9:00 A.M. of August 29, 2007. AN Bids 
must be accompanied by а Bid Security п the form and in the amount specified 
in Section II of he Bidding Documents, BOS. Late Bids shall по be accepted. 
Si pring ta be hk on August 29, 2007, 9:90 AM a1 С, De Rosario 
Function Hal B & C, Power Training Center Building, National Transmission 
Corporation, Quezon Avenue comer BIR Road, Dilman, Quezon Ciy, Metro 
Manila, Philippines. Bids wil be opened in the presence of the Bidders’ 
representatives, 

TRANSCO reserves the right о accept or reject any Bid, to annul the bidding 
process, and to reject all Bids at any time pror to contract award, without 
hereby incurring any (айу to the affected Bidders, 

10. Additonal information shall be furnished upon request. All communications 
‘should be addressed lo the ВАС Secretariat at the following address: 

Mr. Richard D. Nabong 

Manager, Bids and Contracts Management Department (BCMD) 

Ground Floor, TransCo Main Building, Power Center 

National Transmission Corporation, Quezon Avenue corner BIR Road 

1104 Diliman, Quezon City, Metro Manila, PHILIPPINES. 

Tel. Nos. (632) 921-2308, 981-2212, 981-2213; Telefax No: (632) 981-2308 

Email address: rdnabong@transco.ph 

http:/ww.transco.ph 


(64) ATTY, NOEL Z. DE LEON 
Chairman 
Bids and Awards Committee 
PDI ~ ly 21 8 29, 2007) 


Ü ransCo 


National Transmission Corporation 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


Furnishing, Delivering, Instaling, Testing and Commissioning of 2x G0MVAR, 
ЗОКИ Power Shunt Reactor and its Associated Equipment 
(Sp07.KSSP.L1-0099) 

1. Тһе NATIONAL TRANSMISSION CORPORATION (TRANSCO), through 
is Annual Corporate Budget, intends lo apply he sum ol Philippine Peso 
357,380,000,00 forthe Furnishing, Delivering, Installing, Testing and 
Commissioning of 2 x SOMVAR, S00«V Power Shunt Reactor and its 
‘Associated Equipment (Sp07.KSSP.LI-0099) being the Approved Budge or 
the Contact (ABC) to payments under the contractor he above project. Bids 
received in excess ofthe ABC shall be automatically rejected at Bi opening. 
TRANSCO now invites Bis Irom eligible Bidders forthe Furnishing, 
Delivering, Installing, Testing and Commissioning of 2 х 90MVAR, 
S00KV Power Shunt Reactor and Its Associated Equipment. Delivery 
‘and instalation ol the GOODS is required within Five Hundred Eighty Five 
(585) calendar days rom contract effectivity. The description ol an agile 
Bidder is contained in Section IB of the Bidding Documents, IT. 

Bidding wll be conducted through open compete bidding procedures using 
non-discraionary passa теа as өресіне in the Implementing Rules and 
Regulations Part А (IRR-A) of Republic Act 9184 (R.A. 9184), otherwise 
Known asthe "Goverment Procurement Reform Act” and в open to Fiipino 
thzens/sole proprietorship, organizations and to Foreign bidders whose 
unity the laws or regulations of which grant similar sights or privileges to 
Filipino citizens, pursuant to Republic Act 5183 (R.A. 5183) and subject to 
Commonweall Act 138 (СА, 130. Only Bids from Bidders who pass the 
eligibility check wil be opened. The process for the eligibility check is 
described in Section 1 ol the Bidding Documents ITB. The bidder with the 
Lowest Calculated Bid (LCB) shall advance to the post-qualiication stage in 
order lo finaly determine the bid's responsiveness to the technical and 
financial requrements ol the project. The contract shal then be awarded othe 
Lowest Calculated and Responsive Bidder (СЕВ) determined ater the conduct 
afte post-qualiication evaluation 

їшогейеб Bidders пау obtain further formation fro TRANSCO and inspect 
the Bidding Documents at the address stated in em 10 staring July 23, 2007 
from 8:00 AM. to 5:00 Р.М. 

А complete set ol Bidding Documents may be purchased by interested Bidders 
from he address sated below and upon payment of a nonrefundable foe in 
the amount ol Philippine Peso 20,000.00. The Bidding Documents shall be 
received personally by the prospective Bidder or his authorized 
Tepresenialve 

TRANSCO wil hold а Pre-Bid Conforence open to all interested paries on 
August 7, 2007, 9:00 АМ. al E. Rodriguez Function Room, Power Training 
Conter Building, National Transmission Corporation, Quezon Avenue corner 
BIR Road, Dilman, Quezon City. Мето Mania, Philippines. 

Bids and біду requirements must be delivered at the venue of the bid 
opening stated in em оп or beoe 9:00 АМ. ol August 29, 2007. AI Bids 
must be accompanied by a Bid Securty in the form and in the amount speciled 
in Section U о he Bidding Documents, BOS, Late Bids shall not be accepted. 
Bid opening shall be held оп August 23, 2007, 9:00 AM. at Н.С. Gaerian 
Funetion Room, Power Training Center Building, National Transmissin 
Corporation, Quezon Avenue correr BIR Road, Dilman, Quezon Ciy, Metro 
‘Mania, Philippines. Bids wil be opened in the presence of the Bidders 
representatives. 

TRANSCO reserves the ight to accep or reject any Bid, to annul the bidding 
process, and to reject all Bids at any time prior lo contract award, without 
thereby полк any labii to the allected Bidders 

10, Additional information shall be furnished upon request. Al communications 
‘Should be addressed tothe ВАС Secretariat at the folowing address: 

Mr. Richard D. Nabong 

Manager, Bids and Contacts Management Department (BCMD) 

Ground Floor, TransCo Main Building, Power Center 

National Transmission Corporation, Quezon Avenue corner BIR Road 

1104 Ойтал, Quezon Cty, Mero Manila, PHILIPPINES 

Tol. Nos.: (632) 921-2308, 81-2212, 981-2213; Telefax No: (637) 981-2308 

Email address: rdnabong@transco.ph 

hltp:ww.transco.ph 
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Gov't non-tax revenue take up 4.6 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


FINANCE SECRETARY MAR- Henares were reported to be 
garito Teves has urged Mala- among those in the shortlist 
сайап to keep Lilian Hefti at for the plum post. 
the helm of the Bureau of In- Suarez, who represents 
ternal Revenue rather than опе of the districts of Que- 
appoint а new BIR commis- zon province, served as chair 
loner. of the House committee on 
Reacting to speculations on ways in means during the 
President Macapagal-Arroyo's 13th Congress. Teves said he 
choice for the top post of the had worked closely with 
BIR, Teves said that he re- Suarez in the past two years, 
mains “confident that BIR ОҒ crafting revenue-related 
ficer-in-Charge Lilian Hefti laws. 
сап do the job and hope that Тһе congressman had pro- 
she'll be given the chance to vided useful suggestions to 
prove her capability.” improve revenue collection at 
The statement was made that time said Teves, adding 
after he was asked to confirm that he hopes to work closely 
reports that Rep. Danilo again with Suarez. 


the BIR position. 


Commissioner Antonio ciently. 


Palace urged to retain Hefti at helm of BIR 


Hefti, a former BIR deputy tions, cleaning up of the BIR 
commissioner, was appoint- taxpayer database, and inten- 
ed in June as officer-in- sified collection of the agen- 
charge of the revenue agen- суз accounts receivables. 
cy after the Palace sacked Тһе BIR has been tasked to 
then Commissioner Jose collect P765 billion for the en- 
Mario Bufiag. tire year. 

With tax collection from This means that it will need 
January to June reaching only to collect P430 billion in taxes 
P334.7 billion—short of the іп the second halfifit hopes to 
P3733-billion target set for meet its full-year goal. 
the first half—the Palace de- Тһе BIR, the government's 
cided to let Buñag go. biggest revenue contributor, is 

The government is now hard-pressed to meet its tar- 
bent on improving revenue get to keep the deficit goal 
collection to ensure that the from being breached this 
budget deficit will stay within year. 
the P63-billion ceiling set for Ву sticking to its P63-bil- 
the year. lion target this year, the gov- 


Suarez has also landed on the But the finance official said to improve collection,” Teves The deficit, as of June, emment may be able to post a 

shortlist of individuals being Hefti should be allowed to said. “The President is also stood at P41 billion. 

considered by the Palace for stay оп as head of the BIR so pleased with her during the _HeftisaidtheBIRhadstart- Teves said the government 

that her proposed reforms command conference (held a edimplementingseveralmea- remains committed 10 

Likewise, former Customs would be implemented effi- few days ago) as she present- sures to boost tax collection. achieving its deficit-reduc- 

ей concrete plans to immedi- These include audit of tax tion goal despite the anemic 

Bernardo and former BIR “She's working very hard, ately increase revenue collec- remittances made by the taxcollection in the first half. 
Deputy Commissioner, Kim implementing several reforms Чоп” 


balanced budget by next year. 


country's Top 10,000 corpora- Michelle V Remo 
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El Jardin del Presidente 2. The follow-up to the well-received 

El Jardin del Presidente. Like its predecessor, it offers a winning 
formula that blends the past and the present to create an aura. 
of classic elegance. Blue-tiled roof crown. Crescent-shaped 
balconies. Elegant wrought-iron gates. Enhancing these exterior 
touches are friendly features such as a landscaped arrival court 
with fountain. Swimming and wading pools. Children's playground. 
Lush walkways and perimeter fence. inside is а cozy lobby. 
And there are only 12 residential units per floor, each one 
enfolding you in style and comfort. Underground parking is 
available. And youi feel safe with 24-hour security. 


You right in the center of the action, between the ABS-CBN 
and GMA 7 headquarters along Sgt. E.A. Esguerra Street 

in Quezon City. Close to the MRT3. Near schools such as 
St. Mary's College, Ateneo, Miriam and UP. Private and 
government offices. Hospitals. Tomas Morato's restaurant 
and bar scene. And EDSA's giant malls. 


El Jardin del Presidente 2 is an 
investment of exceptional value 
that can be yours for as low as 


MEGAWORLD CORPORATION 


A Manter 
а ALLIANCEGLOBAL 
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in H1 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE GOVERNMENT IN THE FIRST HALF OF 
the year was able to generate more non-tax 
revenue than expected, partially making up for 
the anemic tax take during the same period. 

Data from the Department of Finance 
showed that, from January to June, the gov- 
ernment collected P78.37 billion in non-tax 
revenue—4.6-percent higher than the P74.91 
billion target set for the period. 

Non-tax revenue include proceeds from 
privatization, dividends and guarantee fees 
collected from state-owned firms, as well as 
interest income from deposits and bond in- 
vestments. 

Of the total collected in the first half, pro- 
ceeds from privatization accounted for the 
biggest slice of the non-tax revenue pie with 
P26.01 billion. 

In February, the government sold its 46- 
percent stake in Philippine Telecommunica- 
tions Investment Corp. for P25.2 billion. 

Also, partial payments made for previously 
sold state-owned assets accounted for the rest 
of the privatization proceeds. 

Income from investments—which include 
proceeds from govemment bond holdings 
and dividends from its equity share in state- 
owned firms—reached P18.871 billion. Fees 
and charges collected by government agen- 
cies and other related income reached 
P18.151 billion. 

The government's share in income of the 
Philippine Amusement and Gaming Corp. 
Manila International Airport Authority and 
airport terminal fees reached P6.75 billion. 

Guarantee and foreign exchange risk cover 
fees collected from government-owned and - 
controlled corporations (GOCCs) reached 
26.253 billion. The government collects fees 
from state-owned firms for its provision of 
guarantee to their loans, 

Interest income from the government's 
bank deposits reached P2.302 billion, while 
interest on loans to GOCCs hit P36 million. 

Finance Secretary Margarito Teves said the 
government would step up efforts to increase 
its collection of non-tax revenue beyond the 
P115.631-billion target for the entire year to 
compensate for the expected shortfall in tax 
collection. 

Теуес said the government expects to sell 
its 24-percent stake in San Miguel Corp. for 
PSO billion, and its 12-percent stake in Manila 
Electric Co. for up to P10 billion. 

The Bureau of Internal Revenue, the biggest 
revenue contributor among government agen- 
cies, collected P334.7 billion in taxes in the first 
half falling short by P38.6 billion from its target 
0f P373.3 billion for the period. 

“Teves said that under the best-case scenario 
for the BIR, the agency would be able to trim 
the P38.6-billion shortfall to only P20 billion by 
the end of the year. This means that the BIR, ас 
best, is expected to collect P745 billion instead 
ofits P765-billion goal for the entire year. 


Flour prices up, 
but ‘pandesal’ will 
still sell for Р1 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


‘THE PANDESAL WILL CONTINUE TO SELL 
at P1 apiece, even as falling global output of 
wheat has pushed up local prices of flour, 
‘Trade Secretary Peter B. Favila said yesterday. 

Favila said he had met with flour millers, im- 
porters and bakers, and told them that the gov- 
emment was doing everything to minimize the 
impact of price increase to consumers. 

He explained that prices had soared due to 
the decrease іп acreage planted to wheat, 
with output in 2006 falling 5 percent short of 
the previous year's level. 

Wheat prices in the United States increased 
from $4 per bushel in July 2006 to some 56.5 
per bushel in May 2007, translating to an in- 
crease of 63 percent in wheat prices. 

Also, shipping costs of grain products in- 
creased from $340 per metric ton in May 
2006 to $550 per MT in July 2007. 

“Acreage of land worldwide normally plant- 
ей to wheat have been converted to com for 
ethanol use due to state policy on the use of 
cethanol-based fuel for vehicles, Favila said. 

He cited estimates showing that, at P56 to a 
dollar, local flour prices would be at P700 per 
25-kilogram bag. "Fortunately, the strong peso 
‘was able to cushion the increase in flour prices." 

Favila said international price increases have 
brought the ex-mill price of Р590 to P610 for 
hard flour—the raw material for pandesal—and 
exmill price of P500 to P530 for soft flour. 

"Monitored retail prices of flour show a 
pass-on P20 increase from a range of P620 to 
P630 per bag," he said. 

Also, Favila said imported flour from China 
was priced lower by P60 per bag and certified 
by SO 9000 as good quality Пош. 

“Тһе Philippines continues to import cheap 
but good quality flour for as low as P540 to 
help bakers make their products affordable to 
consumers," he added. “I have asked the flour 
industry to advice the government ahead of 
any planned increases. They need to validate. 
the reasons for the increase so that the gov- 
ernment can properly advise consumers.” 
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SOME 170 row-house units are 
offered at Garden City IV. 
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The best alternative to natural stone finishes 
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Housing and Urban Development Coordinat- 
ing Council Chair Noli De Castro during the. 
inauguration of Garden City IV а mass hous- 
ing project in Barangay Macabling, $га. Rosa, 
Laguna that is jointly developed by Sunvar 
Realty Development Corp. and Corinthian 


‘Commercial Corp. SIVERA 
epee ee ‘COSUAIVERSAL, 
ably striking a balance between investing in 5 ч 
high-end residential and commercial proper- See РЕА | 
ties and in developments that are more af- 
fordable to the mass market saying that such 
projects should be encouraged as they would 
greatly help the country’s economy. 

He is referring to housing’s high multiplier 


effect of 16.6 times, which means for every 
peso invested in such a housing project, 
P16.60 worth of investments in related indus- 
try sectors are generated. 


Role in nation-building 

“Everybody has a role to play in nation- 
building and this joint venture is proud to be 
affiliated with such a project that helps the 
country achieve its objective of providing if 
quality housing for people from all walks of 
life," said Manuel Chanco Ш, vice president of 
Sunvar Realty Development Corp. 

Chanco explained that Garden City IV 
which is expected to turn over its units next 
‘month, will offer 170 units of row houses of 
31 square meters of floor area each (on a 90- 
sq-m lot) as well as 28 duplex units of 22 sq m. x es 
each (on a 36-sq-m lot) A Е Ma K M VOTE 

‘The duplex units cost P750,000 each while кес 2 1 29608008800 
the row houses cost P374,000 each (по down № i: 52 
payment installment plan also available 2 €: 
through either Pag-Ibig or bank). 

“What is pecial about the row houses is that 


they have a floor-to-ceiling height of about 7 " p г 

meters and we have built а provision for an " i Wd U 7 р 
optional second level (maximum of 20-sq-m i 

floor area) so that the owner could safely con- T 9 am - 5 pm Serra Monte Villas Clubhouse, О.С. 


struct another level without worrying about В $ а 
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Hotel to complement 
Robinsons’ Tagaytay residential деу 


By Charles E. Buban 

OCATED ON TA- 

gaytay-Nasugbu 
Highway (in front 
of Josephine’s Restaurant 
at Maharlika West) is 
Bloomfields Tagaytay, an 
upscale residential devel- 
opment that is part of 
Robinsons Land Corp.’s 
grandiose ^ 6.5-hectare 
mixed-use development. 

Within this development, RLC 
is planning to set up a sports, 
commercial and hotel facilities. 

But why set up a hotel complex 
adjacent to its upscale residential 
community? 

RLC Hotels Division business 
unit manager Dick Gutierrez 
explained that they will be tar- 
geting families and guests who 
would like to stay in Tagaytay 
City much longer. 

“Our residents at Bloom- 
fields Tagaytay will appreciate 
that they now have a place 
where they could go to to enter- 
tain their guests. In the same 
way, their guests would appre- 
ciate that there will now be a 

hotel complex that could ac- 
commodate them should they 
decide to stay in Tagaytay much 
2 longer but would not like to un- 
‘necessarily bother their host,” 
‘he said. 


9-story hotel 

The nine-story hotel complex 
rising on а 2.17-hectare prime 
lot will be operated by RLC. 

“This Авіап-2еп-іперігей 
first-class hotel facility will 
have 54 guest rooms, 36 
apartelle-type accommoda- 
tions, and 5-deluxe villas with 3 
то 4 bedrooms including a Бап- 
quet and conference facilities," 
{Gutierrez described. 


7 
7 
Е 


‘There will also be ап adjoin- 
ing entertainment plaza for al 
fresco dining, deli stores, 
themed restaurants, a super- 
market, sports and other ser- 
vice-oriented establishments 
rising within the hotel com- 
plex. 

“This hotel complex will defi- 
nitely be a new recreational ex- 
perience. Owing to the wonder- 
ful landscape, cool weather of 
Tagaytay, a vantage view of the 
mountains, RLC will be creat- 
ing a beautiful and modern 
Japanese-inspired garden with 
a swimming pool, to comple- 
ment spa and other wellness 
cilities,” Gutierrez added, 


INQUIRER Chair and project proponent Marixi Prieto leads guests 
Gil Pangilinan and lawyer Pat Garcia in inspecting the model homes. 


Providing more . . . 


From page B2-1 


provided, within this 15-hectare 
development, а 700-sq-m multi- 
purpose area complete with a 
commercial-type building fur- 
nished with appliances, fixtures 
and utilities. 

What the developers have en- 
visioned, Chanco explained, is for 
the future homeowners of Gar- 
den City IV to form an association. 
that will then collectively run the 
multipurpose area's many poten- 
tial business offerings. 


For example, the association 
could open a bidding for its resi- 
dents who would like to operate a 
sari-sari (variety) store, laundry 
shop, a day-care center or even 
an internet café. 

Chanco boasts: "Indeed, what 
we have here is a development 
that will not only offer affordable 
housing but a community that 
will allow them to become pros- 
perous and self-reliant. 1 guess, 
very few developers are provid- 
ing this type of offering, especial- 
lyin this sector" 


THESE row houses offer buil 
a second-level floor should the homeowner 


decides to expand. 
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THE HOTEL complex will also include an al fresco dining. 
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Requirements 


THESOCIAL core of the Marquee Place. 


Marquee Place 


IT'S JUST NOT FAIR. WHY DO 
some provinces seem more 
blessed than others? Although 
my hometown, Bulacan, is ac- 
tually closer to Manila, 1 can't 
help but envy the develop- 
ments in Pampanga these days. 
Aside from its growing interna- 
tional airport, the Clark special 
economic zone, several huge 
malls and commercial centers, 
this booming province, not too 
long ago buried in the ashes of 
Pinatubo, has sparked the in- 
terest of big-name developers 
and has steadily risen like the 
phoenix. What could its secret 


‘The Pampangos have been 
into cosmopolitan living for the 
longest time. They have been 
immersed in American culture 
and amenities longer than 
many of us, having played host 
to the US bases for decades. Al- 
though the foreign servicemen 
and their families have been 
gone for a while, the locals still 
retain that taste for “the good 
life,” a hankering for the first 
world ambience and conve- 
niences they have already 
known. And with dogged de- 
termination, they worked their 
community to get it all back. 


Some months back, progres- 
sive developers laid down their 
requirements for their newest 
communities in Pampanga. It 
would be as classy and cos- 
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Marcos de Guzman Jr. 


mopolitan as the people's taste. 
dictated. It had to have wide, 
smooth roads, well-planned 
areas, manicured grounds and 
first-class utilities. It had to be 
accessible to schools, commer- 
cial centers and the business 
district. At the same time, it 
had to be quiet, peaceful and 
welcoming, like an American 
suburban community. 

"Today, Ayala Land's Marquee 
Place residential development 
stands on a 35-hectare tract, just 
at the toll exit to Angeles City. It 
is less than 10 minutes from the 
Clark Special Economic Zone 
and only a few minutes from ev- 
erything. It boasts ofa social and 
sports zone, complete with lap 
pool. jogging trails exercise sta- 
ions and ball court facilities. 
The entire park is a playground . 
for children and health buffs. Ас 
the same time, its serene ambi- 
ence encourages relaxation and 
re-generation, 

Property sales have been 
very brisk, another indicator of 
the booming local economy. 
‘The Pampangos have really got 
it made. Its a good thing any. 
one is welcome to own a piece 
of their boomtown, too. 


P350M project developer’s initial venture 


A NEW ADDITION TO METRO MANILAS 
skyline, Sentosia—which in the Singaporean 


language means “Feast for the Senses"—will 
be the country's first exclusive horizontal resi- 
dential project developed under the condo- 
minium housing concept 

“Тһе P350 million construction project is 
the first of a number planned by Legacy Ven- 
tures Realty this second half of the first 
decade of the 21st century to be sited along 
the Manila Bay area. It shall be fully con- 
structed by Aug. 31, 2008 whether or not Sen- 
tosia's 127 units have been sold or reserved,” 
says Carlos Wily Pineda, president and CEO of 
the realty development firm. 

Sentosia is situated on 1.7 hectares with a 
309-meter frontage on Macapagal Avenue in 
Parafiaque City. It will consist of 127 clusters 
of elegant duplex and quadruplex units in the 
neo-Singaporean design, the very first time 
this architectural concept would be used in a 
major construction project in the Philippines. 


Investments 

Pineda explains that because Sentosia is 
under the condominium housing project, Fil- 
іріпов and foreigners will not only have the 
‘opportunity to own the unit, but also be able 
to collectively own the land. 

Each unit is priced at P8 to P9 million with 
floor areas ranging from 161 to 182 square 
meters, respectively. "The area's prime loca- 
tion means that Sentosia unit owners shall re- 
alize hefty increases in property values on 


their investments over the years," he adds. 

Today Macapagal Avenue is already the 
site of several commercial banks and retail 
outfits. More prestigious establishments are 
slated to locate in this area shortly, not to 
mention the biggest shopping mall and con- 
ference center in Asia are just around the 
corner. 

Sentosia's elegant residential units are be 
ing built atop foundations that rest on adobe 
stone six meters below the project's soil. Soil 
investigation had been done and ascertained 
by Geotesting International and the results 
signed by the soil analysis company's presi- 
dent, Dominador R. Fermin Jr. 

Maynilad will install a main pipe exclusive- 
ly for the 127 residential units of Senrosia. 
Each unit will have a cistern tank with 750 
gallons capacity and a motor to drive the wa- 
ter to the residential pipes. 


Neo-Singaporean design 

"Elegance within budget has been the prin- 
ciple underlying implementation of the Sen- 
tosia project,” Pineda says. He explains this as 
the reason behind selection of the neo-Singa- 
porean design as conceived by its architect, 
Bryan U. Tan. 

The design is the optimal concept for a resi- 
dential structure within the tropics, of con- 
crete and stone, in a bay area. Such a concept 
takes full advantage of the cool breezes that 
blow across the Manila Bay to assure the resi- 
dents’ comfort. 


How each unit looks 

Each Sentosia unit will be three stories tall 
with three bedrooms and a separate servant's 
quarters. Every unit will also have an attic to 
serve as storage area. 

Each unit will have a garage spacious 
enough to accommodate two six-cylinder cars 
or three compact ones. Doors will be made of 
solid narra wood and so will be the interior 
stairway steps as well as the handrails. 

The first and second stories of each Sen- 
tosia unit will have granite tiles for their floor- 
ing finish while the third will have wooden 
floor finishes. АП master bedrooms will have 
their own toilet and bath with a bathtub and a 
glass-enclosed shower area. 

Sentosia will have its own security force to 
protect residents, in addition to the fact that 
there is a Philippine National Police station 
nearby. 

Legacy Ventures Realty also offers lease 
‘management arrangements for investors who 
will purchase Sentosia units to rent them out 
to others. This is in recognition of the fact that 
Filipinos prefer to invest in real estate. 

“This is our very first project and we аг 
Legacy Ventures Realty are leaving nothing to 
chance that Sentosia will succeed at winning 
the public's trust and confidence by truly de- 
livering value for their real estate invest- 
ments," Pineda states. The realty develop- 
ment firm is determined to make its mark in 
the real estate sector with several encores to 
its initial foray on Macapagal Avenue. 


10 reasons Bacolefios love SM City 


SINCE IT OPENED EARLY THIS YEAR, SM 
City Bacolod has been packing in customers 
in this dynamic hub of trade, education and 
service in this Negros Occidental province. 
Located on a 16-hectare property across Rizal 
Street, the 60,000-square-meter mall brings 
SM's shopping, leisure and entertainment ex- 
citement... and more to the area. 

Here are ten reasons the mall іза hit with 
Васојећо: 

* Like the Mall of Asia іп Bacolod. Like 
the Mall of Asia which has a spectacular view 
of scenic Manila Bay, SM City Bacolod is locat- 
ed in a reclaimed area near the Guimaras 
Strait. This gives mallgoers the added attrac- 
tion of fresh air and a breathtaking view of the 
busy waterway which links Bacolod to Iloilo 
City. 

* Exciting new design concepts. SM City 
Bacolod is a mall of many new design con- 
cepts. A bridgeway highlights the architec- 
tural character of the whole structure, unify- 
ing the design of both buildings and making it 
the first of its kind among SM malls. 

Local color in interiors. The mall's inte- 
riors have colorful murals inspired by Ba- 
colod's most famous Maskara Festival de- 
signed by popular Bacolefio director Fritz In- 
fante. 

* SM anchors. SM mainstays like the SM 
Department Store and SM Supermarket, re- 
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tail stores like SM Appliance Center, Watsons 
and the Surplus Shop, as well as leisure an- 
chors like the SM Food Court and Cinema 
make it the mall that’s truly got it all. 

* Shopaholic delight with around 200 
tenants. Aside from the SM mainstays, these 
include fashion boutiques, computer stores, 
shoe and home stores, local and international 
fast-food chains and major international, 
Manila-based, as well as homegrown brands. 

* Al fresco dining. The Fiesta Strip, an al 
fresco dining area on both sides of Rizal 
Street is another attraction for the young 
crowd. 

* Customer convenience. SM City Ba- 
colod has ample parking space for 1,000 cars 
and 300 motorcycles. It has two transport ter- 
minals as well as Traveler's Lounge with a fer- 
ry ticket counter, waiting area, luggage 
counter, and hot and cold water. 

* With a socially concerned vibe. The 
mall is handicap-friendly with ramps, railings 
and elevators, as well as breastfeeding-friend- 
ly with a room for nursing mothers. 

* Environmentally concerned. Like other 
SM Malls, it has a sewage treatment plant that 
recycles water, and is the only mall in Bacolod 
that uses waterless urinals in its male re- 
strooms. 

* Safe and customer-friendly. SM's per- 
sonnel are there to serve the customers and 
look after their safety as they shop. 
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AN ARCHITECT'S perspective of the L-shaped Avida twin towers 
which will eventually form a Z to make sure every occupant gets a 


view. 


Dismantling of tower 
crane without owner's 
consent leads to court case 


UNFINISHED CONDOMINI- 
ums and buildings dot the 
Metro Manila skyline, Almost 
always, tower cranes atop 
these structures are left intact 
despite the stoppage of the 
contruction for many years. 
Опе such edifice is the 35- 
story Andrea North Tower in 
New Manila, Quezon City, a 
project of Philrealty left unfin- 
ished for the last 10 years. 


Constant complaints 

Just recently, the top man- 
agement of Philrealty decid- 
ed to dismantle the tower 
crane left idling there by its 
constructor, Filsystems. It 
said that they were disman- 
tling the tower crane because 
of constant complaints from 
its neighbors, particulalrly 
the Magnolia Ке Cream 
House and that the crane 
posed imminent danger to 
the public. 

Philrealty engaged the ser- 
vices of Rodsy Construction, 
which immediately proceed- 
ed in decommissioning the 
tower crane. 

For this, Filsystems filed a 
criminal complaint against 
Philrealty for what according 
to them was “illegal disman- 
tling of the tower crane.” 
Ladislao Tersias Jr, equip- 
ment manager of Filsystems, 
said that the tower crane 
should stay on top of the 


building until it is finished 
and until Philrealty settled all 
obligation to Filsystem for 
P97 million. 


Denied allegations 

Tersias denied allegations 
by Philrealty that the crane 
was the subject of complaint 
by neighbors but the building 
itself, which they failed to 
provide with safety nets to 
prevent debris from raining 
down on them. 

He also said the crane did 
not pose imminent danger to 
the public because it is in a 
very stable condition as veri- 
fied by an inspection report 
on Nov. 28, 2006. 


Withstand typhoons 

He said the French-made 
equipment costing $350,000 
could withstand super ty- 
phoons with winds of over 
200 kilometers per hour ve- 
locity and was in fact left un- 
scathed by successive super 
typhoons last year, including 
“Milenyo” and “Reming,” 

Tersias claimed that the 
proper procedure in disman- 
tling the tower crane should 
had been done with the con- 
sent and coordination of its 
owner, Filsystems, a triple-A 
construction firm, with the 
assistance of and indepen- 
dent tower erection and de- 
mobilization company. 
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budget condo near CBD 


By Tessa R. Salazar 


‘TMAY NOT BE THE SPITTING IMAGE OF 
І the lavish The Columns situated right 

smack at the Makati business district, but 
the two Avida Towers to be located between 
Malugay, Yakal and Lumbayao Streets in San 
Antonio Village (parallel to Buendia and in- 
tersecting Pasong Tamo)-is close, literally 
close. 

Just a 10-minute walk from the Makati CBD, 
the area is slowly but surely in its own develop- 
ment mode. So, for a monthly amortization of 
about P13,000, you can live in a 21-sq-m condo 
unit in one of the two towers made by Ayala 
Land subsidiary Avida Land, just a litte over the 
rental cost of an apartment in Metro Manila 

Айда Land is one of the three brands of Ay- 
ala Land's residential building group catering to 
the low middle-income segment. The other two 
are Community Innovations for the high-in- 
come segment, and Ayala Land Premier, which 
caters to the traditionally high-end market. 


2 towers 

The two towers will don an overall modem. 
architectural theme with touches of dainty or- 
ange, green and yellow highlighting white main 
paint. Both towers will be L-shaped such that 
they will form a "Z," ensuring all unit owners to 
enjoy expansive views at any floor. The ground 
area will have 60 percent open spaces and 1.5- 
meter hallways. 

"The first tower will have its tumover early 
2011. After full occupancy of the first tower, 
‘Avida will launch its second tower. The two 
towers will have a total of 861 units. And if the 
towers prove successful, expect sequels of Avida 
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OWNING a unit at Sycamore Tower imbibes 
the Bossa lifestyle—relaxed, light, hassle-free 
and the comfort of sophisticated modern living. 


towers in the Makati area. 

Avida Towers Makati West, which will cost 
P1 billion, will stand at a 6,400-sq-m property 
of Equimark МЕС Development Corp. and will 
occupy 40 percent of the area. The 60 percent 
open space will include landscaping, the pool 
area and an open garden/park. Greens will be 
optimized in the open area instead of construct- 
ing a parking lot. The parking area will be in 
three levels of the building. 

‘The model units on site show natural ventila- 
tion and lighting, and expansive windows. The 
ceiling height is at 2.4 meters. The deliverable 
units will have ready ceramic floor tiles, painted 
walls toilet and bath, with kitchen sink, base 
and overhead cabinets. The laundry area will 
have open spaces with options for a louvre. 

All the buildings’ amenities will be placed on 
the ground level. 

Fairly priced 

Avida is fairly priced, considering the basic 
features that matter to condo dwellers will be 
there, according to Herbert Herrero, project de- 
velopment manager for Avida Towers Makati 
West. In Makati, for instance, he said high-end 
units sell at P90,000 to P110,000 per sq m, 
while there are also units that sell below 
50,000 per sq m. 

"We are tying to catch a market that's in be- 
tween. If there's a studio worth below PI mil- 
lion while а high-end studio type sells for over 
P2 million, we saw to it that our studio is a little 
over P1 million." 

A 21-sq-m studio will cost P1.3 million (with 
monthly amortizations of P13,000). A 33-sq-m, 
one-bedroom unit is Р21 million (P21,000 
monthly amortization); а 5094-1, two-bed- 
room unit starts at P3.6 million but would vary 


THE SYCAMORE Tower model units are 
spacious, offering freedom of living comparable 
to that of single-detached houses. 


DMCI Homes unveils ‘Rhythm 
of Good Living’ at Sycamore Tower 


BOSSA NOVAS “FEEL GOOD" VIBE IS THE 
perfect ambient music to take away life's 
stresses while enjoying a hot espresso, an ab- 
sorbing book, or while simply lounging in 
your favorite armchair in a private corner. 
This genre of music, first introduced in the 
beaches of Brazil in 1958, was created to fol- 
low the impulsive rhythms of jazz and samba 
by the easy-going, festive crowd. 

This genre is the inspiration behind a residen- 
tial property that compels homeowners to enjoy 
the “rhythm of good living.” Sycamore Tower, 
the second building in Dansalan Gardens, is a 
sprawling oasis within Mandaluyong City which 
offers a “worry-free” lifestyle—and this was the 
tune clearly heard during a recent Open House 
event held inside the emerging complex. 

Rev. Valentin Sotero Jr led the event's pro- 
gram with an opening prayer and blessing of the 
lobby and tower facilities, including the multi- 
purpose hall, billiard, pool area, sales office, 
sales area and model units. DMCI Homes offi- 
als, meanwhile, conducted ribbon-cutting rites 
to celebrate the offical unveiling of Sycamore 
"Tower. 
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Guests and potential homebuyers were im- 
pressed with the attractive setup of the venue, 
with Calla lilies and Irish leaves adoring tables 
and white Japanese lanterns scattered around. 
They were also treated to the "Bossa Nova" ex- 
perience with ambient Bossa music and waiters 
milling around to offer them treats of cheese 


cocktails and wine. 

‘A sumptuous buffet dinner prepared by Café 
Havana was served later on to further illustrate 
the Bossa theme. Serving as their entertainers 
were the Twirl Band and saxophonist Vince La- 
hora who rendered Bossa Nova acts, immediate- 
ly making everyone feel at ease. As guests dined 
and savored the “chill” feel of the event, DMCI 
Homes officials suggested that such a lifestyle 
сап soon be enjoyed at Sycamore Tower. 


The Bossa lifestyle 

‘Owning a unit at Sycamore Tower imbibes 
the Bossa lifestyle—relaxed, light and hassle- 
free—especially with DMCI Homes’ promise of 
“affordability that meets the comfort of sophisti- 
cated moder living." 

Prospective buyers were given a preview ОҒ 
the Sycamore community through a leisurely 
tour around the model units and the emerging 
facility. As another resorttype development by 
DMCÍ Homes, Sycamore Tower offers plenty of 
spaces to breathe” within Dansalan Garden 
Condominiums, a sprawling 8,000-sq-m com- 
plex that features an expansive and lush outdoor 
tropical oasis. The condominiums are generously 
designed, giving unit owners lots of indoor space 
with 65 percent of the property devoted entirely 
for gardens, pools and recreational facilites. 

‘The 31-level Sycamore Tower is the second. 
building within Dansalan Garden. Its features 
include bigger sizes for its 346 residential units, 
comprised of 43.68 to 50.30 sq m for the one- 
bedroom and an option between 62.58 and 


depending on the unit view and location. 


Average selling price 

Herrero estimates that the average selling 
price per sq m in Avida is P65,000, while The 
Columns is at P85,000. 

About 38 percent of the building will be stu- 
dio type; 38 percent will be one-bedroom; 24 
pent wil he two-bedroom и There will 

'units with balconies and with bay windows, 

“Its practical the way we chose our room di- 
mensions,” Herrero says. 

“The closer you are to the CBD, the more the 
property is supposed to be expensive. Avida is at 
а comfortable distance to the CBD proximity 
wise,” he says. 

Avida also has residential condominiums in 
Sucat, Parafiaque , Manila and San Lazaro. 
With this most recent project, Avida finally 
breaks into the Makati market. 

After the turnover, the Avida management 
assures it will help keep building dues down. 
Natural lighting and ventilation would help 
keep energy costs down. 

Monthly association dues will range between 
1,000 and P3,000 depending on the unit size. 
“Inasmuch as you would want to keep the costs 
for maintenance down, you want to keep а cer- 
tain standard for cleanliness, exterior paint and 
number of security personnel. Anything not 
maintained wel loses value through time,” Her- 
rero explains. 

For added security, the two towers’ perimeter 
will be fenced, with two gates. The property will 
be guarded and managed by another Ayala 
firm, Ayala Property Management Corp (which 
manages all Ayala Land condominium pro. 
jects). 

Avida's grand launch took place on July 19. 


THE CUSTOM-MADE dining set, together 
with unique Asian-style décor, brings modern 
sophistication in the dining area. 


68.52 sqm for the two-bedroom unit. There аге 
also 10 three-bedroom or penthouse units mea- 
suring 135.35 sq m for the ultimate in sky-high 
living. 

Located strategically at the comer of Boni Av- 
enue and M. Vicente Street (former Dansalan 
Street) in Barangay Barangka, Mandaluyong 
Ci i is ideal for urban professionals and start- 
up families looking for a viable address within 
the metro. 

Facilities 

Building facilities offer futher convenience and 
incomparable value, among them a hoteHlke lob- 
by with reception counter, three highspeed pas- 
senger elevators, automatic fire sprinkler system 
for all units, ample water supply a standby power 
generator four levels of basement parking for resi- 
dents use and 24-hour security. 

For as low as 10 percent down payment and a 
flexible payment scheme, homebuyers can im- 
mediately move in and enjoy the privileges of 
living at Sycamore Tower by second quarter 
next year. 


Corner a life of luxury at Manhattan Garden City 


CORNER UNITS ARE ALWAYS A DESIRABLE 


Chinese-made pipes 
available in RP 


piece of real estate. Despite their higher 
prices, they often get sold out way before the 
regular units do. 

Why? There are advantages in terms of hav- 
ing more space and more privacy. In house and 
lots, comer lots offer two driveways, while in 
buildings and condominiums, comer units offer 
an extra view with one less adjoining wall. 

In a country where corners seem to matter 
more, property giant Megaworld Corp. has cor- 
nered a market on its own. Megaworld's Man- 
hattan Garden City located within the 35- 
hectare greeneries of the Araneta Center, has 
been cornering buyers left and right. The brisk 
sales are best attested to by the comer units be- 
ing snapped up as soon as these are offered 
Talk about proverbial hotcakes but way before 
‘Tower 2 is wiped out, buyers are already asking 
for and reserving comer units for Tower 3. 


The best in modern living 

‘Thats because Manhattan Garden City offers 
the best in modem living. From the moment 
you arrive at the city’s Grand Transfer Pavilion, 
уой know you're in the lap of luxury you de- 
Serve. Lively colors adorn the exterior of your 
contemporary habitat, and upon going in, state- 
оҒап elevators are on standby to whisk you to 
your floor where spacious studios or one- and 
two-bedroom affairs await your arrival. 

Trellised walkways, jogging paths, fimess 
stations, indoor gyms, saunas and spas, swim- 
ming pools and recreational sports areas are at 
your bidding. Game rooms, business centers 
‘and function rooms are available for those іп a 
serious competitive mood, while contemplative 
fountains and tranquility gardens are on stand- 


А CORNER unit can be combined with the 
adjacent unit for a2-bedroom corner unit. 


ЕТА Center’s myriad dining and 
shopping choices await residents of 
Manhattan Garden City. 


by for those who prefer their moments quiet. At 
the fourth level of every tower, a walkway is 
placed that connects you to every other edifice 
in Manhattan Garden City and Araneta Center. 


New face of Araneta Center 

‘Comer or not, Manhattan Garden City gives 
urbanites the chance to live in a unique residen- 
tial city directly connected to the Araneta Cen- 
ter complex that offers shopping, dining, enter- 
tainment and busine іп one area. AS 
Megaworld Central Properties Inc. president 


THE CORNER units of Manhattan Garden 
City are the very first to go. 
Anthony Charlemagne Yu declares: “Manhattan 
Garden City is the new face of Araneta Center. 
Not only do you get the chance to live, shop and 
move in a modern center within a bustling cen- 
ter, but you have the added luxury of actually 
setting up residence in this enclave. Manhattan 
Garden City offers the best of both worlds.” 

Manhattan Garden City does offer the best of 
both worlds. Access points are everywhere: 
coming from Makati, Ortigas or C-5 is just a 
‘main road away Include two major transit sta- 
tions converging at Araneta, and you can be 
anywhere іп the lis within minutes in- 
stead of hours. Of course, that depends if you 
have a reason for leaving. With Araneta Center's 
multitude of shops and establishments, you 
have hundreds of reasons to stay home instead. 

"Truly to live in Manhattan Garden City is to 
comer the market for luxurious living. Why 
should you settle for anything less? 

То know more about the fast selling units at 
Manhattan Garden City, please call 810-3333 
now or check out www.megaworldcorp.com. 


OTHMANN INC., THE COUN- 
пуз most reliable source of 
high-quality polypropylene 
(PPR) pipe systems, brings to 
the country Wexan Pipelines. 

Уехал isthe only brand of PP- 
R pipe system in the Philippines 
that js manufactured by the 
Weixing Group Co. Ltd of Zhe- 
Jiang Province in Mainland Chi- 
та. 

For nearly а decade now, 
Weixing Group has been China's 
most trusted manufacturer of 
high-quality hot and cold water 
pipe systems. It boasts of their 
powerful R&D center, an inspec- 
tion center with a self-contained 
examination equipment, an all- 
ready engineering service equip- 
ment and an excellent technolo- 
gy team. The Weixing Group is 
best-known for its high-quality 
Wexan pipes. 

Wexan is a product of the 
most advanced pipe production 
machinery from Krauss Maffei 
in Germany and high-grade raw 
materials from Europe. 


Reliable, cost-effective 
Weixings pipes have been 


granted an ISO 9001 certifica- 
боп and are proven to be reli- 


SUPERIOR brand of Chinese- 
made pipes 
able, cost-efficient and guaran- 
teed to last almost a lifetime. 
Thats why famous land devel- 
opers and civil engineers all 
across the country and around 
the world, rely on the exception- 
al performance of Wexan pipes. 
for more information, call 
731-5590; 741-5401 or e-mail 
othmann_polyecowex@ya- 
hoo.com. 

Aside from Wexan, Othmann 
also carries other prestigious 
brands of piping systems. It is 
the exclusive distributor of 100 
percent German-made Polymu- 
tan Fusion Weld Pipe Systems as 
well as the Ecosan Essential Pipe. 
Systems. 
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Your оюл big space 


Experience a place where 
you can feel an exhilarating 
sense of liberty. Indulge in 


the luxury of space amidst 
the crowded city. Come live 
in The Capital Towers. 
Your own big space. 


Now introducing Tower One. 


: ER 
Visit us at E. Rodriguez Ave. 
(2 mins. from St. Luke's Medical Center) 


Grand Open House 
July 21, 2007 


Watch out for more exciting developments. e > L Metrobank Group 


Call 725-8808 or 796-8880. О - d Ч ROP THEYEAR . 
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Баасы namelsgelcity/vessage to 
Кыке haters рар ore 


| Witness an impressive line of shows performed by 
| world-renowned artists with unique technical gadgetries. 


Glorietta TriNoma Market! Market! Alabang Town Center 
Activity Center Activity Center Activity Center 
‘August 3-5 ‘August 17-19 gust 
p llam3pm,6pm 1pm, 4pm, 6:30 pm 
Concierge Concierge Hotline: Concierge Hotline: 
901-3000 886-7519 842-2782; 772-1860 (032) 231-5342 loc. 324 


‘weorwayalamalls.com.pl! 
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messen er hens. 
back packs & lunch bags. 


face towels 


How to get there: From South Luzon Expressway, follow Doña Soledad'Avenue until you reach Chateau Elysáe: 


For inquiries рі ll: eu DEVELOPMENT 
or inquiries please call СШ = 
831-5151 „0918-888-7632  www.chateauelysee.com | CORPORATION 
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For inquiries please call О DEVELOPMENT 
831-5151 or0918-888-7632  www.chateauelysee.com МИҢ CORPORATION 
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{ONICS CORPORATION 
at ну 3200, 
gall depar 
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session! Styles Entertainment 


S m IS DEFINITELY IN 
celebrated back to school sea- 


1 son in back to cool mode. Together 


with Bacardi and Marc Ecko, they 
turned Superklasse Wednesdays in. 
Embassy into one big classroom. 
LAs Power 1085 DJ Virman visited 
the country once again, and in usu- 
al virman-style, he hit the decks and 
threw out only the best remixes and 
mash-ups there is. The night that 
lasted till the wee hours of the 
morning was filled with partyphiles 
and the usual suspects of the club. 
From now, and every Wednesdays 
of the week, University of Superk- 
lasse is now open for admissi 
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By James Gabrillo 


WE ARE A GENERATION SMITTEN BY WHATEVER 15 HIP. 

бөзі of the time, we focus our gaze towards entertainment, gossip, 
and instant messaging to fulfil our daily appetite for 
 won/consumerism. 

We are good at pretending that we don't care. We are skilled at hiding 
what we truly fool. 

But are we reatiy just that—tis who immediately tune out when the 
words politics and social responsibility enter the picture? 

We are branded as a group that's obsessed with brands. 

We aro sacked because of our superhynoractivity. 

When we attempt to churn ош meaningful work, the old folks often 
dismiss us as dumb know-it-alls, or conycats, or worse, as confused 
individuals who have no clue regarding the future. 

‘nul who can Мата them? 

We start drinking at ago 12. 

We line up at malls for endless, unnecessary purchasing. 

We spend our weekends ‘napping. 

We aro always ready to exchange sleep for leisure, nleasure, and 
online gaming. 

We always think we're right about everything. 

Sure, some of us are lost most of the time. 

But our critics should not generalize. 

There are some of us who stil care to read the dailies. 

There are some of us who still offer their seats on the metro for ladies. 
There are somo of us who stil! believe in equality. 

‘There are some of us who know when they've crossed the line, 

‘There are some of us who stili believe in forgetting about onesett for 
the salte of others. 

There are some of us who stil believe in the family. 

There are some of us who stitt саге to volunteer for a social outreach 
project, no matter how busy their schedules aro. 

‘There are some of us who still believe in prayer. 

There are some of us who still care about the environment. 

And then there are some who still believe in the power of expression. 
‘They are the extraordinary ones who stili dare to splash paimt on a. 
canvas. 

They are part of a select group that's able to remain unmoved amid all 
the whispers of the disbelievers. 

They are the ones who continue to believe in the power of imagery. 
They are the young adults who continue to capture moments using a 
camera in the middle of a sprawling expanse of industrial metal and 
junk thats biased against anything that has to do with the liberal arts. 
They are hoys and giris who can still appreciate true гаш. 

They are individuals in our generation who stil understand simplicity. 
Tho world їйї always try to snatch a part of their hearts, but they dont 
allow it to do 50. 

They understand that it they give it their all, they become satisfied, 
happy, fulfilled. 

Coltoctively, they remove the blinders, the misconceptions, tho. 
paradigms that bloc people's senses from appreciating our 
gonoration's talonts. 

They are a select group that's waiting to be discovered, anxious to he 
listened to, excited to he finally recognized. 
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2-seater soft leather sofa” 


in black, brown or beige 
*dante 
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Four young 
talents show 
why one 
should still 
helieve in Mans pipi 
this Aveo 
generations | ix dis {ТП M 
efforts ДЕО, CITING KURTA OSHA А А 


NO ARTIFICIAL COLOR AND FLAVORING. 
NO ARTIFICIAL PRESERVATIVES. 
NO SYNTHETIC INGREDIENTS. 
МО TRANS-FATS. 


No MSG. 


healthy Óptions 


The All Natural Products Store. 


‘Shangri-La Plaza,EDSA ^ «SMMallofAsa ‘SM CIty North EDSA -Festival Supermall, Alabang ‘SM City Pampanga 


+ Greenbelt Makati -SMCiyManila = Ayala Center Cebu  Rustaris Supermarket, Makati > SM City Sta.Rosa 


* Bonifacio High Street, Taguig - Trinoma 


+ SM Megamall 
+ SM City Clark 
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rok that feeling In, 
Yourself and go fof Whatever I 
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-TNA SENIOR at the College of Fine 
‘Arts and Design in UST, majoring in ad- 
vertising. 

1 love to draw, paint, and take pho- 
tos. Basically anything art related com- 
poses те. | lke to make things beauti- 
ful (for meat least) and make beautiful 
things. 

My style is most influenced by Tim 
Burton and Dave McKean. although | 
often draw more of surrealism, | can. 
do realism as well 

` The first ever major project did was 
for Orange and Lemons, | made their 
album cover artwork, inlay artworks, 
layouts, designs for shirts and pins, 
‘posters, and photography for this year. 

Currontly occupied with school, of 
коше; doing plates апуу thesis. 

Aside from school, 'répurrently do- 
ing the album cover, artworks, inlays, 

2 and posters, of the Kami nAPO Muna 

+ "album. Is golrig well so far. 

On Passion. 

Tam passionate about my bellef in. 

2 fait. mean, [love paintings, and pho- 


tography and drawings, film, commer: 
cials and print ads (for my field). 

Yeah, it's pretty, yeah it's weird, yeah 
it's interesting to look at, but what do 
they mean? | believe that artists have а 
responsibility in society. 

1 believe that art is very powerful, 
How the.artist presents an idea or con- 
cept, how he renders it, will greatly af- 
fect the one who is seeing it. 

‘My generation should sit down and 
read a nice book, go to Mass every 
‘Sunday, pray at night, go for walks, 
and reflect on the things that they have 
done so far with their lives. Most peo- 
ple are too busy looking for happiness, ¢ 
love, and meaning in ali the wrong + 
places. | wish my generation would re- 
alize, before it's too late, that happiness. 
‘will never be found in any material 

ı thing In this world. And a life Is only , 
lived once, so don't waste it. 

Best advice. 

"There's nothing wrong with dream- 
Ing big because everything starts with 
a dream," А t 

Y 
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On Passion. 
bout finding that one 
thing that | know I'm meant to do. 
but | believe every- 
thing signifi- 
cant. | think I'm on the right path, and 
j the destination isn't clear 
joying the journey 
exhibit and preparin r х My generation should take the time to 
iny (naan 1 decide s reflect on the things in Ме that really matter. 
bility of a 1 e Best advice. 
ile back hi Itis only with the heart that one can 
ostead of the see rightly 


and painting, gettin 


seca asa tai ERE 


ҮМ А KOREAN. | love creating 
something out of nothing. Ev- 
erything around is an artwork 
that inspires me to start creat- 
ing something unique of my 
own. Art keeps me breathing. 

1801090 design, and direc- 
tion and editing of films and 
visual presentations for 
events like the International 
Peace Conference in Manila. 

My work leans towards. 
conceptual design. 

Currently occupied with 
\whitebarcodemedia. Funny 
how a name for a school pro- 
ject became a company. whit 
barcodemedia is now a com- 
pany that specializes in shirt 
design, graphic and layout de- 
sign, editing and post-produc- 
tion work for films. 

Try us. We can do almost 
anything related to the media 
and the arts 

On Passion. р 

Ап. Creating something 
truly unique that сап call my 
own. | 

My generationshould ap- 
preciate and understand the 
power of art. 

Best advice. 

Work with mistakes since 
they open doors to new ideas. 

Never throw away ideas. 
Keep them with you. You'll 
never know—one day, you 
can go backand tum that 
scrap into a masterpiece. 


Produced by James Gabrillo 
Photography by Joseph Pascual 
З Styling by Anna Canlas 
up by Diane de Castro of Maybelline New York 
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| CARTRIDGE. 
349 PESOS. 
450 PAGES" 


TAKE ADVANTAGE OF IT. 


Asa growing business, you know hat every peso saved goes 
straight lo your bottom line as profit, or additional capital. 
So does HP. That's why the new compact HP 900 printing 
system is designed to save you up lo 257%" on running 
cost. On average, йз high-yield cartridges give you twice as 
many highquality pages, at a 25% lower cartridge price. 
So, there's no reason to restrict your printing - even in color. 


For detoils and to calculate your own- savings, visit 


www.hp.com/ ph/ advantage. 


GIVE YOURSELF THE HP ADVANTAGE. 


Pabalik-balik na ahhchoos, malamang di sipon--mukhang allergic rhinitis yan! 


Kaya di kaya ng juice о cold medicine*! 


Remember! Basta pabalik-balik ang AHHCHOOS, RUNNY NOSE, at WATERY EYES mo, malamang di па 
ya sei ‘Most likely, you've got ALLERGIC RHINITIS! Kaya ‘di ito kaya ng juice lang or regular cold 
^ Ang dapat Benadry\ АН! It effectively relieves you from the most bothersome symptoms 


'AHHCHOOS, RUNNY NOSE AT WATERY EYES—malamang, 
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Вака тау 
aliergic rhinitis 
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BENADRYL AM 


Remember! Basta 
allergic rhinitis, 


Benadryl AH! 
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Ch ' Р e E-mail: super@inquirerccom.ph 


‘Text us your feedback: inquirer sup namelage/city/message to 
2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 
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Bryan Parham 
of USA 
proposed 
to 
Marilyn 
Espanar 
of 
Las Piñas, 
Philippines 
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PAP STARS. Posh 
and Becksarrive іп 
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ins 


The Beckhams have 
invaded America! Will 
the soccer-untriendly 
nation feel the Becks 
effect? But more 
important, should you 
care? 
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| Age against 
| the machine 


Gino de la Paz 


S CLANDESTINE AS A 
bombing raid, David Beck- 
cham, his wife, Victoria, and 
their three young sons recently 
touched down in Los Angeles es- 
corted by the kind of media hoopla 
once reserved for the Jolie-Pitt 
clan. Their move to Hollyhood has 
definitely brought a little more 
drool to the lips of bored paparazzi 
everywhere. But for every adoring 
fan who responds with creepy 
near-hysteria, there is someone out 
there who finds the whole thing 
obscure, unnecessary, and deeply 
unexciting. 
David Robert Joseph Beckham—Becks 
from now on—is the clear superstar of Eng- 
land's national soccer team. From his stint at 
Manchester United to his contract with Real 
Madrid, Becks’ career trajectory has been 
nothing but phenomenal, earning him a spot 
as one of the highest-earning (and one of the 
‘most Googled) athletes in the world. The 32- oe 
year-old midfielder has been so popular that s 
the whole of Britain, including the prime min- D i i } 
ister, even became fretful over Beckham's bro- un ig Evangelista. g = ‘Enterprising Accessories Designer 
ken foot in 2002. Now entering his Los Ange- їп Leader and Headliner = 
es Galaxy era, he stands to rake in а superflu- А т 
ous $250 million for five years of running 
back and forth across afield 
"In our life,” Becks told Fox Sports just 
hours after disembarking from a British Air- 
ways flight, “everything's perfect.” With а 
bizarrely sexy wife who's one-fifth of the 
comebacking Spice Girls—and a guilty Kodak 
moment in her own right—it can't be other- 
wise. Euro-tabloid appeal aside, its Becks’ 
current mission іп The Land of the Free/The 
Home of the Paranoid that has earned him pio 
more tham 50 words of pithy text from a YELLOW [ABEL 
bunch of sports journalists. ; ЖА 
Too Euro for America? А [ М 
"The English have been gaga over him for 
years, for reasons not yet fully understood on 
this side of the pond. The short version is that 
David Beckham, along with being the master 
of many hairstyles, has a special talent for 
kicking a stationary soccer ball just where he 
wants it,” writes Tim Dahlberg, a sports 
columnist for the Associated Press. “Sure, 
sports and celebrity may seem like a great 
mix. But soccer and Americans just aren't." 
As if staring at the same crib sheet, Fox 


‘Sports’ Mark Kriegel reports, "American foot- 
ball and what the rest of the world calls foot- e 
ball seem antithetical, Football is played in vi- 
olent bursts, ideal for television. Soccer is flu- е 


id. There are no touchdown passes, no brutal 

sacks, no dunks, no home runs.” Kriegel соп. " 

шше ыран dilly Man D Imagine being at work and you're racing against the clock; thing is, you're so tuned out from work that 
sensibilities. Corner kicks are not touchdown the best you can do, is scan blankly through this newspaper. What do you do® Just get in the Zone, 
passes. The soccer narrative doesn’t translate h есен n |, T: hot | kd 

De eat wats de thc ate equivalea OFS col where you experience a state of complete mental focus.that lets you get your work done. 

show or awestern.” 


Defenditlike Beckham Meet eight unique and successful professionals who know exactly what it’s like to be in the Zone, 
ee mir making work their cup of tea = literally. Just drink а few cups of Lipton Yellow Label or Green Tea and 
are the naysayers, haters who have already you get enough Theanine tò stay focused and get in the Zonel 

‘written off Becks—and the fledgling Major 

League Soccer—as not good. They point out 

that soccer in the States is doomed for failure. visit us at www. getinthezone. сот.рһ 
the same way the NFL bombed іп Europe. 
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INTERCONTINENTAL. 


MÁNILA 


presents 


ELEMENTS OF STYLE 


z 


A Celebration of All Occasions 


July 29 to 30, 2007 
10 am to 8 pm 


Join the country's leading event designers and suppliers in a spectacular showcase of their expertise 
as they create actual set-ups for weddings. debuts, children's parties, meetings and conferences, 
and other important events at InterContinental Manilas various fun от. Take in these 
innovative style scenarios. Get acquainted with the new and exciting party and corporate meeting 
packages of the hotel. Guests will be treated to a performance of t by the 
Manila Philharmonic Orchestra and luscious hors d'oeuvres during the two-day exposition. 
Prizes and giveaways also awart fairgoers! 


EVENT PROGRAMME 
Celebrity Bridal 8 Debut Gowns Exhibit (Lobby, July 29 — August 5, 2007) 
Talks by Style Experts (july 29 ~ 30, 2007) 


Debut Style Forecast — Of Dreams and Wedding Gowns 
Budgeting for Style: The Practical Plan 


Menu Planning A Taste 
Entertairiment Protocol 


ntertaining 


JET SET SOIREE: Style Trends (Grand Ballroom, 8:00 PM, july 30, 2007) 
А show by fashion students uf the College of St. Benide 


partnership wit 
FOR MORE DETAILS, PLEASE CALL 8159711 EJ BPI cows Curr 


Television Directing Prodigy 
Lino Cayetano 


gets in the Zone 


iul ша eripe 
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ene, every shot. With a drink of te 

rable to get in the Zone and detach 
elf from all the bustle and find my 
‘own personal space where | can really 
stay focused. That way, I'm able to fit 


every single piece into the bigger picture.” 


LITTLE OVER A MONTH AGO, ELEC- 

tro-samba artist Nyko Маса dropped 

24/7 a line to inform us about her excit- 
ing new project, WOW: Writings on the Wall, 
an artist-initiated festival of free-flowing flip- 
hop. in true hip-hop style, the event will take 
place on Wednesday, July 25, at an empty 
garage at 9590 Feron Building, Kamagong cot. 
Bagtikan St., Makati 

Hosted by Bianca King, Borgy Manotoc and 
Juddha Paolo, the festival will be a celebration 
of “flip-hop in mural, music, MCing, and mo- 
tion" featuring artists of all stripes: Milagros 
Dancehall Collective, Sinag, J-hoon, Red-I, MC 
Dash, Nimbus9, God's Will, People's Future, Ab- 
by Asistio, AllStars, Cross Fx, and, lest we for- 
get, Nyko Maca+ Playground. 

Now, Nyko Maca alone is a joy to hear and 
watch. We last heard her at the launch of the 
massive Fully Booked lifestyle store. Their mu- 
sic is original, playful and energetic. All Stars, 
who performed as opening number at the 
Christina Aguilera concert, із a world-class 
dance act that have won international awards. 
They had a fundraising at Embassy recently to 
help finance their trip for another international 
dance competition. 

Other highlights at WOW include а live graf- 
fiti art expo, a live sound and video recording 
for artists archives, a wishing wall for messages 
and dreams, and Streetdance and Capoeira 
performances spread out from 10 p.m. to mid- 
night. True to Maca's forward-thinking objec- 
tive, the festival aims to "establish Filipino 
identity as a collective consciousness linked 
through hip-hop.” Doors open at 6 p.m. The en- 
trance fee is any voluntary donation to Самай 
Kalinga or Rock Ed Philippines. For details, 
email fliphopmanila@yahoogroups.com or call 
0920-9478684. 


The 78Orange Reunion 

It was 1999. Amid the feverish climate of 
pre-millennium Manila, nine men decided they 
needed to create a new place, a new scene, 
where the “DJ, the people, the music, the en 
gy and the experience were finally one." Driven 
by passionate desire, 78Orange along Makati 
Avenue was born. Tonight at 10 p.m., Ware 
house 135 [135 Yakal St., Makati City} resur- 
rects the spirit and energy of 780 for one last 
night. 


More Super! 24/7 events: 


July 21, Saturday 

Girl Power Night! feat. Mozzie at Route196, 
Katipunan, QC (10 p.m.); 780range Night at 
Warehouse 135; Sonic Boom w/ Dicta License, 
Moonstar88, The Ambassadors & Effin Biotch 
at Mag:net Café (High Street); Deep Down & 
Discofied w/ DJs Kari Ty & Marie Garcia at Fi- 
amma; House of Soul w/ DJs Benjo Marquez & 
Jason Soong at Nuvo; Siesta w/ Soundsgood 
DJs at Embassy Cuisine; Rouge w/ DJ Red-1 & 
Soul Flowa at M Café ; BluRoom at Martinis 
Bar; Sexy Saturdays at Absinth; DJs Jon Her- 
rera & Tolo Bote at Temple; Guarana at Café 
Havana Greenbelt; House Music at Mezze; DJs 
Scratchmark & Bliss at Prince of Jaipur; Arriba 


H 


E 
e Paolo R. Reyes 
Janine Cuenca-Dario 


at Café Havana Malate; Massive Saturdays at 
Bed; Family Affair at Merk's; Makatha & Cosmic 
Love at 70s Bistro 


July 22, Sunday 

Pool Party; Wawi Navarroza: Abducted ev 
hibit at Insituto Cervantes; Amorsolo retrospec 
tive at UP Vargas Museum; Terry Berkowitz 
Malaya Lolas exhibit at CCP Main Gallery: 
Mariel & Marissa de Leon-Lopa exhibit at 
Mezze; Nuevo Ritmo at Café Havana Green: 
belt; Brunch Affair w/ Concertino at Azzurro: 
Linden Suites; Jazz Sunday Brunch at M Café 


July 23, Monday 

Itchyworms, Silent Sanctuary, and Soapdish 
at 70s Bistro; Musical Fascist Night w/ Myrenc 
‘Academia at Mag:net Café (High Street); Hap 
py Mondays w/ Borgy Manotoc at Embassy Cui 
sine; BluRoom at Martinis Bar; Arriba at Cafe 
Havana Greenbelt; 1 Don't Like Mondays! w 
DJ RO at Gweilos Makati; Chemical Under 
ground at Absinth; Retro Nights at Azzurro Lin 
den Suites; Family Affair at Merk's; Mariel & 
Marissa Lopa exhibit at Mezze 


Oh look i's 


In the opposite corner, meanwhile, 
are the soccer aficionados, consisting 
mostly of Latin Americans, Europeans, 
‘American kids who play soccer, and 
the rare American adult who actually 
gets the game. While they realize that 
itwill be a tough life for Becks (despite 
being marketed as much as the iPhone 
and being neighbors with Tom, Katie, 
and Jay Leno), they are also optimistic 
that the game will catch on Stateside 
this time around 

‘At Carson, California's Home Depot 
Center that same day, CNN correspon 
dent Becky Anderson had her own 
run-in with the man they call Golden 
Balls. In a segment dubbed "Becks on 
Becks," David Beckham stated that һе 
was up to the challenge, perhaps re- 
ferring to the crusade to rescue soccer 
from its second-class status in the 


That, I think, is a more half-full way of 
looking at his Number 23 jersey 


Futbol meets Football 

Instead of zeroing in un all of the 
negative stuff, why not use the Becks 
effect to position soccer as a decent al- 
ternative to football, basketball, and 
baseball? Adidas seems to have al 
ready gone that direction via a clever 
web-based ad campaign, In “Futbol 
Meets Football,” David Beckham 
trades sports with the NFLs Reggie 
Bush. The 13-part video series is ex 
pected to play throughout the sum- 
тесіп time with Becks’ Galaxy debut. 

On that note, ай ће hype can also be 
directed towards getting more kids into 
sports. (You know, to keep them from 
chunking up if they arent obese al- 


ready) Becks has set up his own football 
academy where boys and girls aged 
eightto 15 can spend hours on the train- 
ing pitch honing their talents to perfec 
tion as he once did with his trademark 


SOCCER DAD. Bc 
biggest sporting nation in the world. 


Then again, Anderson concludes that. 
maybe, Becks isn't there to change the 
face of soccer in America but its fate. 


free kick. In adc 
been supporting 
Manchester Unite 


Visit us at 


TGI FRIDAYS BONIFACIO HIGH STREET 
branch combined fun, passion, drink-serving 
hotties and quality service with the Shake, 
Rattle and Pour event, the 12th TGI Fridays 
Bartending Competition. 

‘Seven well-trained and seasoned TGIF bar- 
tenders from TGI Friday's various branches 
competed for the coveted TGIF Bar Champ ti- 
tle and the chance to represent the country in 
the Asia Pacific regional competition in China 
this October—and hopefully vie in the up- 
coming World Bartending Competition in the 
United States to become the World's Greatest 
Bartender. 

‘These seven Bar Champ contenders were 
carefully selected from their own TGIF branch, 
outdoing others in the Compulsory Round, 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


Speed Round and the Freestyle Routine. 

Emerging as winners were Matthew “Kryp. 
tonite” Burgos as over-all champion and 
Mervin “Heartbreaker” Ileto as first runner 
up. In the compulsory round: Jon Michael 
"Dr. Slinger” Requiestas was Pour Off Master, 
Renato "Supremo" Remiendo was both Drink 
Test Winner and Speed Round Champ, while 
John “Hawaiian Rocker” Borromeo and 
Mervin “Heartbreaker” Пеко tied as Mutiple 
Pour Test Winners, Matthew “Kryptonite” 
Burgos and Francisco "St. Amber" Tan tied fof 
the Flair Test, and John "Hawaiian Rocker? 
Borromeo and again Renato "Supremo? 
Remiendo tied for the Routine Pour Test, — - 

They have made their mark as true rod 
stars of the bar 


July 24, Tuesday 

Deep Space feat. DJs Benjo Marquez & Jason 
Soong at Embassy Club; Coffeebreak Island at 
70s Bistro; Cuisine Royale w/ DJ Manolet Dario 
at Embassy Cuisine; SPIT at Mag:net Café 
High Street); Electronica Night at Fiamma; 
80s & 90s Night w/ DJ Jeff at Temple; Jazz 
Night at Mezze; Sparkle w DJ Patch at Ab- 
sinth; Guarana at Café Havana Greenbelt; 
Open Mic Night at Club O; Piano Nights at Az- 
што Linden Suites; Aretha & Souled Out at 
Мег: Mariel & Marissa Lopa exhibit at Mezze 


july 25, Wednesday 

‘WOW! Writing's on the Wall Flip-Hop Festival 
at 9590 Feron Building, Kamagong cor. Bagtikan 
St, Makati; Julianne at 70s Bistro; Color it Red, 
Giniling Festival, & Pedicab at Mag-net Café 
(High Street); Winston Concert Series feat 
Sound at Segafredo (Greenbelt 2); House of Soul 
w/ DJs Benjo Marquez & Jason Soong at Fez: W 
Wednesdays w/ Dis Кай Ty & Cao Ocampo at 
Embassy Cuisines Lush: Smooth Rn'B at Fiamma; 
DJ Marie Garcia at Rock Candy; DJs Mars Miran- 
da & Johnyverse at Embassy Club; Mishmash at 
Absinth; 90s Night w’ DJ David Ardiente at Co- 
quina; Live Rock Bands at Temple; DJs Kimozave 
& Chrismyx at Prince of Jaipur; Arriba at Café Ha- 
vana Greenbelt; Merk & Friends at Merk's 


July 26, Thursday 

Blue Rats at Magznet Café (High Street); G4M 
Lucky Star Party at Bed; Johnoy & Kakoy at 70s 
Bistro; RJ Jacinto at Captain's Bar; Fabric: Fashion 
Night at Piedra; Latin Night w/ Tribo Manila at 
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Mezze; Fluxore: Whatever Thursdays at Absinth; 
Reggae Mistress at Café Havana Greenbelt; Back- 
track Thursdays at Club О; Radio Coquina at Co- 
quina; Open Mic Night at Azzurro Linden Suites; 
World's Fastest Open Bar at Bed; The Groove at 
Мет; BluRoom at Martinis Bar; Mariel & Maris- 
sa Lopa exhibit at Mezze 


July 27, Friday 

UNO Lounge party at Rock Candy; Mau 
Marcelo, Gian Magdangal & Jan Nieto at Aliw 
‘Theater; Guerrilla Marketing: Jay Levinson at 
Onstage Greenbelt; Bed Bodies Party at Bed; 
House of Soul w/ DJ Jason Soong at Alchemy; 
Chill by the Bay at SM Mall of Asia; FunkFry at 
Mezze; Sala Ibiza w/ DJ Karl Ty at Nuvo; Elek- 
tro Disko w/ DJ Adrian Cuenca & Ms. BadKiss 
at M Café; DJs Mark Naval & Owens Sun at Em 
bassy Club; Decadance w/ DJ Boyet Almazan at 
Jill's; House Sessions at Fiamma; DJ David Ar 
diente at Coquina; Biu Room at Martinis Bar; 
MILF: Mom I Love Fridays! at Absinth; Soul 
Shine w/ DJ Marie Garcia at Embassy Cuisine 
Jive Fridays at Temple; Arriba at Café Havana 
Greenbelt; The Jerks at 70s Bistro; DJ Scratch 
mark at Prince of Jaipur; Nuevo Ritmo at Café 
Havana Malate; Route 70 at Merk's 

‘Schedules may change without prior notice. For 
a complete listing of events, text 24/7 GIGS through 
your mobile phone and send to 2851 (Globe) and 
2951 (Smart). Submit your schedules before Tues- 
day to events@mag24-7.com & mag24 7@ya- 
hoo.com. Vote now for the 24/7 Nocturnal Awards 
2007! Log on to wwwmag24-7.conVawards for 
details. 
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cis with sons Romeo, Brooklyn, and Cruz 

tion, Beckham has 


Unicef since his 


sports development program. 
days and is in fact a 


Unicef Goodwill Ambassador for their 


So today, «s ESPN rolls out its un- 


precedented three-hour coverage for 
the LA Galaxy-Chelsea FC match of the. 
World Series of Football, it will launch a 
special 30-second promo featuring a 
Son Volt cover of the Beatless "Hello 
Goodbye; depicting European fans’ 
farewells to their beloved Becks and 
Americans’ anticipation of the sports 
celebrity. No doubt, spectators will be 
entranced by it all, even more so if Becks 
scores a goal as the Spice Giris perform. 
a surprise number. 

Irs safe to say that David Beckham's 
influence on American soccer will not 
yet be felt when the reporting ends. 
Neither will it be fully seen when his 
five-year contract is up. For sure, it 
will take more time for that to happen. 
Expect the outcome after soccer moms 
across the country finish raising a new 
generation of soccer kids. If those tots 
are still playing soccer as grown-ups 
20 or so years from now, then you'll 
know that Becks’ magic was to 
effect. 
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HAVE A GREAT TIME SHOPPING AND ENJOY TERRIFIC DISCOUNTS! 
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(оок at the clock and it reads 25m аҹ 
ow I'm in the Zone. | arm myself with my ^ 
laptop, drop anything else | was doing, and 
tune the world out completely. Nothing, no 
‘one can interrupt me from the monster rush 
1 get. Times like these, | usually drink a cup 
tea to stay composed from the flurry of 
thoughts I get, and focus on how to put those 


© 


ideas on paper.” 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


| SCENES from “Ratatouille” 


["—————"—— 


FRESH FROM THE SUCCESS OF LAST 
years "Cars," the latest film from the talent- 
ed folks at Pixar Animation Studios is "Rata- 
touille,” the unlikely story ofa rat named Re- 
my who dreams of becoming a great chef in a 
5-star Parisian restaurant. Being a rodent in 
a restaurant obviously has its own unique 
problems, but Remy isn't about to let preju- 
dice and pest control get in his way and once. 
he forms an alliance with a lowly kitchen as- 
sistant named Linguini he is soon turning the 
snooty world of haute cuisine upside down. 
The ultimate rat-out-of-water tale, the hilari 
ous, delightfully inventive Ratatouille is di- 
rected by Brad Bird, who wrote and directed 
another of Pixars seemingly unstoppable 
string of hits, the superhero adventure “The 
Incredibles.” Bird began work on his first an- 
imated film when he was 11 and his other 
credits include the award-winning “The Iron 
Giant.” Bird talks about how he made a rat 
lovable. 


‘The makers of “Finding Nemo" went scu- 
ba diving. The animators on Cars went to 
racetracks. Did you do your research for 
Ratatouille in sewers? 

Td love to tell you that I spent weeks 
and weeks hanging out in sewers [laughs] 
but the truth of the matter is that I relied 
on some documentaries, especially a very 
funny one that was made by a friend of 
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quick 


gray гаї 


` MMOS over 
. the crazy kitchen 


THE MAN who made a rat lovable. 


ımine named Mark Lewis. We also had rats 
here in the studio. We didn’t have the wild 
ones because they are kind of creepy and 
look like they could take you out to the al- 
ley and beat you up but we had some lab 
rats which are fluffy and nice and we just 


“take in their surroundings through their 


noses. In film logic at least it's not much of 
a stretch of the imagination to think that 


Musie Nekers of Up Dharma Down 
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g they smell everything around them and ' 


an animal that experiences the world 
through its nose might want to become a 
cook. 

Do you work the same way when you 
create rats as you do with superheroes? 

Superheroes in hiding or rats who want to 
cook, you're just playing pretend. Filmmak- 
ing is simply a high-tech version of be- 
ing a little kid and imagining any- 
thing you want to, no matter 
how fantastic. A black person 
came up to me after a screen- 
ing of The Incredibles and 
said, "Who wrote Frozone?" So 
Itold him that it was me and that 
wrote the whole movie, and he went 
"yeah, but who wrote Frozone?" He 
couldn't believe that I could write a 
convincing black superhero, but I'm 
not а small half-German, half- 
Japanese women either [laughs] and I 
also wrote E, the fashion guru in The 
Incredibles. All you're doing when 
you're making а movie is putting on 
different hats and saying, "Well, 
how would the girl feel at this point 
and how would the guy feel at this 
point and how would the rat feel ас 
this point?” Animation in particular 
is a fantastic medium because you 
can have as many goofy ideas аз 
you want and you get to put them 
all up there on the screen. 

Remy, the hero of your Ratatouille, is of 
course a rat and rats aren't usually thought 
of as very cuddly. Do you actually like rats? 

‘Animation has a long history of em- 
pathizing with animals of all shapes and 
sizes and in my fantasy world I definitely 
like rats because they only want to get along 


with us humans. Do 1 like rats in the real 
world? Every animal has a place in the 
grand scheme of things and rats are very re- 
silient creatures, so 1 think they deserve 
some respect for that. 

Did you worry when you began work on 
the film that the audience might go, “Yuck! 
Атай”? 

People have this aversion to rats but I 
didn’t think you could get around it by not 
having the rats involved in ratty behavior. 
Instead I thought we should just go with ай 
the things that people recognize and know 
about rats and then move the audience past 

that. There's a moment at the very be- 
ginning of the film where we see 
Remy with a cookbook in his hand 
and there's a freeze frame on him 
and from what he says he's clearly a 
little bit apologetic about being a 
rat, So its like he's acknowledging, 
“Yeah, I'm a rat and I know you may 
have a problem with that." 
"That's still a big leap to a rat 
being lovable, isn’t it? 
Yes, but acknowledging 
the discomfort is the first 
step. If you ever watch a fat 
comedian or somebody that’s 
maybe super-short or super- 
tall, the best comedians get 
that out of the way right away. 
Like a fat comedian will come 
out and spend the first minute 
or two of their routine talking 
[^ about the fact that they're fat 
You can see the audience re 
lax and go, "Okay, he knows he's fat 
and now 1 can enjoy the routine," rather 
than going, “Lordy he's fat and | can't 
think about anything else.” It's about ac- 
knowledging the elephant in the room or 
in our case, the rat in the room. So hope- 
fully, if we've done our job right, we've 
taken you from “Yuck! Rats!” to, you 
know, maybe these guys aren't so bad and 
maybe we can sympathize with this rat. 
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Twelve Super! questions 
for Gary Valenciano 

By Pepe Diokno 

г WELVE YEARS AFTER HIS 


The gravy 


starring role in the teen 

dance flick, “Hataw Na,” 
OPM legend/TV host/God-mon- 
ger, Gary Valenciano, is back on the 
big screen, this time in his first ever 
non-singing role, playing a father 
in the independent film, "Gulong." 
Super! sat down with Gary V and 
got the gravy on the artiste. 


What took you 
4 so long to make 
Tsay, another film? 
; Ive just been 
theresnot waiting for a good 
script—something 
worth putting time 

going to he СЫЗ 
1 made a lot of 
another films when I was 
younger, but back 
then, when I'd get 

Gary an offer to doa film 

like ... Hotshots, 
[M which was my very 
Valenciano. ШЫ 
е tell me Fd play а 
бауу Ж аб m 
“Okay, I'm in" 

right away. 

I did get other offers, 1 worked with Lino 
Broka twice—and he told me, “You can be a 
really good actor." But at that time, I was look- 
ing for the right films, and after 1 did films 
with him, I decided that the last one would be 
“Hataw Na.” 

1 felt that I would be traveling more; that 
Td be keeping projects waiting for me—which 
1didn't want happening. 

Tell us about your role in “Gulong” 

The film is about three young boys who 
desperately want to go to this river to see girls 
washing clothes and bathing—theyre kids; 
it’s innocent. 

The problem is, the only way to get to the 
river is with a bike, because it's far away, and 
only one of them has a bike. The other two do 
everything they can to get this one bike they 
saw lying around in an old house, but ... just. 
when they have the money to buy the bike, 
they come across people who are in more 
need of the money. 

Т play the father of these two boys, and 
there's a connection between my father and 
the person who owns the bike the boys are 
trying to get. And, my character doesn’t have 
а good relationship with his father. 


You gotta have faith! 

Does your faith have anything to do with 
the films you choose? 

Yes, of course. Let's put it this way, when 1 
did the second film with Lino Brocka, I actual- 
ly went up to him, and we spoke one-on-one. 
‘The film we did was about the rise and fall of 
this singer—sex, drugs, alchohol ... all that; 
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2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 
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imagine a phone that can 
let you watch TV anywhere 


‘Samsung's new P930 brings you mobile TV technology. It has a swing 
LCD to give you a 2.3" landscape view just like on real TV. Plus, it has 
а multi-tasking feature so you сал watch more than one channel. 
Never again wilt you have to miss out on your favorite shows. With 


Samsungjt's not that hard to imagine. ph.samsungmobile.com 


DVB-H (Mobile TV) PIP Picture in Picture) 
SG/HSDPA/Quad Band TV Out function. 
QVGA 2.3" landscape view display 2.0 Megapixel Camera 


Samsung Electronics Philippines Corporation Ground Floor, Bonaventure Plaza, Ortigas Avenue, Greenhils, San Juan, Metro Mario 
‘Sonning nome coss сене TOLL FREE 1-B00-10SAMSUNG отого зезна ы оры. 


Its the Rainy Season Mid-Year Fair! Sandals, swimwear, 
‘skirts, shirts, and summer shorts are pouring 


‘everywhere so get ready to be swept away! 


Fair runs from July 13 to August 13, 2007 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


GARFIELD JUST BECAUSE 
«ОМ AND I CARE FOR 
EACH OTHER... 


‘DOESN'T MEAN WE DON'T! 
CARE ABOUT VOU. 


BABY BLUES 
MoneAicoo 
16 Nor A CONTEST- 
ӨӘльмүрөт 
BUNS FEEL 


ConMicRelief mios 


BYJMDAVIS — A.LIPIN 


SATURDAY, JULY 21, 2007 


BY JESS ABRERA 


VOU AND 
OviE. 


SCRAM,THIS 15 M 
JEALOUS TANTRUM| 


MOTHER FAG 


BY PATRICK McDONNELL 


MAY BONDING SA 
BREASTFEEDING М 


THIS IS МУ 
“> CAN'T TAKE 
THIS UNBEARABLE , 
HEAT ANY LONGER 
FACE 


WHo TURNED THE 
AIR CONDITIONING 
UP To SEVENTY-TWO 
pecrees!?/ 
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BY LYRA GARCELLANO 
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RICH DAD IDOLIZES DONALD TRUMP 


Poor 


DAD THINKS DONALD TRUMP 15 
"A DISNEY CHARACTER 
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ACROSS 
-51 lite deviis 


5 Ethiopian 
capital 


15 Shuttle org. 
16 Surrounds а 


second time 


17 Curmudgeon 
18 Old Alabama 


capital 
19 Lubed 


21 Climb 
22 Some NFL 


linemen 


23 Like liters and 
‘grams 


25 Exhale sadly 
27 Dutch artist 


30 Jordan's 
language 


34 Collective 


possessive 
35 Ela or Lainie 


37 University of 
‘Maine location 


зв Faucetfiaw [8 
40 Loses moisture 


By Tom Pruce. 


42 Actress LA 


7 Swenson 
аз MacDonald's 
refrain 
45 Writer Nin 
47 Goof u 
48 Aut 
ruler 
50 One of the U.S. 
e, Virgin Islands 
2 Option word 
"54 Legislative 
body 
55 "48 Hours" 
network 
58 "Lovey Childs" 
author 
61 Yellowish- 
green finch, 
62 Lighting anew 
65 "Dies _* 
66 Moderately 
quick tempo. 
67 Periods 
68 New York 
financial district 
вә Bedazzles 


3 Ancient 
stringed 
instruments 

4 Cavalry swords 

5 Craftsmanship 

6 — ex machina 

7 Olíspring: abbr. 

8 Machu Picchu 
builders 

9 Antonin of the. 
‘Supreme Court 

10 Tempo faster 
than 66A. 

11 Halloween hoot 

12 Hebrew zither 

13 Most desirable 

14 Gray and. 
Candler 

20 Nixon's 
nickname. 

24 Libya neighbor 

26 Mata of 
spydom. 

28 Old Testament. 
book. 

29 Monsoons 

31 Source of red 
blood celis 

32 Work to gain 
favor 


tarian 


DOWN 

1 Caused to be 
Inconvenienced 

2 Two-time Nobel 
Prize winner 


33 Спі 
36 Fastidious 

39 Hollow tube 

41 Poses 

44 Fermented teas 
46 "All That” 

49 Casual top 

51 New York сіу 
53 Food consumer 


55 Bird's crop 

56 Lugosi or Fleck 

57 Flowerpot 
location 

59 Ceremonial 
тасйсе 

во Poker stake 

63 Hair care goo 

6471. Rhythm" 


‘YOU BORN TODAY: You're very physical in your approach to life. You 
seek out adventure, You also love to entertain and are a natural per- 
former, which is why people seek you out. Sometimes you even like lo 


temp danger. You always enjoy a god time. You're beginning а new cy- 
Gl this year. Many opportunities wil arise. Open any door! 
Birthdate ot: Norman Jewison, director; Robin Wiliams, actor, Josh 
Hannett, actor. 
ARIES (March 21 lo LIBRA (Sept. 23 to 
April 18): Conversa- ба. 22): This is an 
tions with friends and excellent day to think 
partners can be іт about ways to im- 
tense today, but they. prove your health, 
сап во be productive. At the your appearance and your energy: 
least, this is your chance to get You want to do something thats 
something off your chest good for yoursll. (You might as 
TAURUS (April 20 e wellbelhebestynucan be) 
May 20): Trust your SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
impulses at work to- Nov. 21); Peace and 
day, t you think you qu or some mo- 
ее beter ways ol do- ments of privacy wil 
ing things. There's aways a better please you today. You 
way of doing а job, and you are need to do some thinking. Try to 
probably onto something. steal some tme just for yoursell 
GEMINI (May 21 to SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
June 20): You fet 22 to Dec. 21): А 
qule "passionate {wend has something 
about romantic situa- to say to you that is 
tions today. Similarly, "=" perhaps confidential 
you fel passionate about having ог secretive. Be wiling to lend а 
Fun with people o all ages. Enjoy! sympathetic ear, because some- 
CANCER (June 21 to limes that's al somebody needs. 
шу 22): You might CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 
see new uses for old Му to dan. 19): A boss, 
items at home today parent or authority 
Or perhaps you see figure might be quite 
пен applications for something, emotional with you 
especially related to plumbing and  loday Someone feels very strong 
bathroom tems. ly about something (Do this рег. 
LEO (July 23 to Aug, SOn the courtesy of listening.) 
22): You wil ky де AQUARIUS (Jan. 200 
to the truth of some- Feb. 18): Either you or 
ihng in conversa somebody else feels 
ons with others t0- very passionately 
шу. You're not satisfied with sur- about religious or po- 
face explanations. You want the ica issues today. People feel that 
nity-grty, bottom ine. if they express their opinions, 
VIRGO (Aug. 23 to change for the better might occur. 
RB Sent. 22): You пісті PISCES (Feb. 19 lo 
H т а ооой hunch March 20): You nave a 
about another possi- меу, investigative 
ble source of how to mind today. You want 
ват money. You're taking a fresh fo get to the bottom of 
approach to thoughts about your things because you want to know 
cash fow. the real truth about something (es- 


pecialy perhaps your partner's 
earnings or wealth). 
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HOW TO PLAY 
SU DOKU 


Fill the grid so that every. 
column, every row and every 
3x3 box contains the digits. 
1109. 

Tips and program at 
www.sudoku.com 
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From page Fl 


the script required me to do some of 
that. said, “Direk, if it's too much ofa 
hassle for us to change some of that, 
then you can give the role to some- 
body else.” 

I dont wanna play a role that 
would take people time to believe 
what they're watching. Cause people. 
are so used to the way Tam, instead of 
watching the movie and appreciating 
the performance, they're going to go, 
“Why did he do that?” 

Now, there was another film I was 
supposed to do with Lino Brocka, be- 
fore he passed away, which never 
pushed through. That—that was the 
film that Direk Lino said, “I want this 
to be your film. I want you to come 
out there and show what you've got.” 
‘The film would've been something 
that people wouldn't have been used 
to seeing me do, but at the end there 
was this redeeming thing ... 

‘At that time 1 had been іп the 
dustry for barely 10 years, so it 
would've still been okay for me to 
make a movie that people wouldn't 
have expected from me. 

Was being іп an independent 
production something that attract- 
ed you to “Gulong”? 

in high school, I used to make my 
own short films. I used to try making 
claymation stories. I used to create ef- 
fects on Super 8; I would buy these 
Super 8 filmmaker magazines and 
read about how they did certain 
things. So Iwas really into that. 

When my wife told me there was 
an indie film being offered to me, the 
word indie pa lang, it already got to 
те. Cause there is more freedom 
it’s the creative process; I love how 
things take shape as you 
go along. 

What attracted me to 
the film was the 
prospect of working 
with kids. I like working 
with kids. I've worked 
with my children so 
many times, 1 didn’t 
have to make much of an 
adjustment (to the inde- 
pendent production pro- 
cess) because I loved 
working with our young 
cast members. 


Better Valencianos 

What makes you like 
working with younger 
actors—do you feel а 
need to teach ... ? 

Tove to teach. As а matter of fact, 
when 1 used to dance a lot with Тһе 
Maneuvers, we used to have bible 
study sessions, and I would teach. 1 
love to teach, I love seeing the sparkle 
in peoples eyes when they learn 
something. Ilove that. 

1 get asked, "When do you think 
there's going to be another Gary V?” I 
say, there's not going to be another 
Gary Valenciano. Don't get me wrong, 
Tm not being mayabang, I'm just say- 
ing that talent—music, the ability to 
write, sing and dance—is just going 
up. Standards are changing, So there 
will only be better Gary Valencianos. 

What has changed, between the 
time you started out and now? 

Everything is faster paced now. You 
have to think of ways to keep people 
glued. It’s the MTV generation. 

‘Are you worried about that? 

No. Its a challenge for me. Espe- 
cially with concerts, where you have 


‘My music 
isn't just 


candy—its 
not just to 
entertain. 


to keep people's attention for two and 
ahalfhours. 

Tam amazed I see a lot of young 
people at my concerts. That encour- 
ages me, that young people listen. 

So, Tm not worried about it. I 
would become worried if start work- 
ing with people who аге afraid to step 
out of the box. 

You talk about “stepping out of 
the box.” You're very much part of 
mainstream media, and a criticism 
of mainstream is that it doesn’t 
step out of the box 

‘Yeah, when you think of mainstream 
media, there currently aren't that many 
people who lead. And, I have to admit, 
there are those who will never—or at 
least, not yet—step out their comfort 
zone. And perhaps, it will take inde- 
pendent artists to change that—to 

change the minds of peo- 
ple. 

The young generation 
is really looking for some- 
thing new. You can tell. In 
music, with the bands 
that have come out, be- 
fore, it used to be based 
оп looks. It didn’t matter 
how you sounded; if you 
looked good, you'd come 
ош, and, wow. Now, it 
doesnt matter how you 
look, you can come out 
there, and as long as your 
musicis great, good. 

IF that сай Spill over to 
the movie industry, then 1 
think we'd have some- 
thing good going. 

But we do need to open up mind- 
sets of big, established companies 
and make them take risks. 


Creativation 

In the Philippines—with piracy, 
high amusement taxes, where roy- 
altes aren't enforced where do 
you find the incentive to create? 

My music isn’t just "ear cand, 
їе not just to entertain. I look at my 
music as music that speaks to souls, 
and that becomes part of my inspira- 
tion. 

It bothers me that there are songs 
that are pirated ом еге Ви: then, 
sometimes when I come out on stage, 
1 play a song, and people tell me, “I 
heard your song,” which they down- 
loaded online or something. But they 
come to me and say, “That changed 
my life.” How can you compare one 
song being pirated to one soul being 
changed? There's no comparison. 

Tm walking on very thin ice, there. 


EG oe 
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ООН, THE RANGE. Gary V takes on his first non-musical role. 
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Photos by Dae Lee 


| V ‘Where Is the breadbasket of talent In Asia? It's the Philippines. 


1 сап easily say, “Piracy is okay" but 
its not. There are a lot of people that 
work on just one song, that go over 
and above what is required to make it 
possible. Itis them that piracy affects. 

Do you see a bright future of lo- 
cal film and music? 

I see no problems with music. 
There are talents left and right that 
are going to come out with great 
ideas for videos, and how they're go- 
ing to promote their own kinds of mu- 
sic. Independent labels may be the fu- 
ture, and mainstream companies 
won't have to worry about going to 
the studio, all еуі have to do is dis- 
tribute the music. That's something 
that’s already being done now. 

With the movies, I know movies 
need a little more push. I personally 
think ies just going to take one sea- 
son—not one movie, but one season 
of movies coming out—to change the 
mindsets of moviegoers. 

When it comes to creativity, we are 
certainly not left behind. But then, 
there are economic and political con- 
siderations to think about, too. 

But I don't think any situation in 
the political arena, or even poverty, 
should define how the creative com- 
munity of the Philippines is supposed 
to create. So I don't think any of these 
things should be a block to our cre- 
ative processes. 


World domination 

You've performed all around the 
world. What is it going to take for 
more Filipino artists to be recog- 
nized internationally? And do Fil- 
ipino artists need an international 
audience? 

I think we need—rather, we are 
‘worthy of impacting and internation- 
al audience. But we need a lot of sup- 
port. We need visionaries that can 
lookat an artist and say, "This person. 
can make it.” As to when that's going 
to happen, I don't know. 

‘There are so many artists here that 
are so good—and if packaged the right 
‘way, managed the right way, devel- 
oped the right way ... Its not just 
about artist management, its about 
artist development, too. So, you build 
up the artist, you put him out there in- 
to the world, and bang! И will happ- 


If bands and artists want to make it 
internationally, they have to make 
this their goal, and keep it in mind 
Recording companies must also have 
this in mind. If you put that together 


People's eyes are on the Philip- 
pines. Yes, the Koreans are great. Yes, 
the Indonesians and the Malaysians 
have their stuff out there—but you 
ask them, where is the breadbasket of 
talent in Asia? Its the Philippines. 

Do you plan to make more 
movies? 

Whether it's independent or main- 
stream; whether it's to be in a film ог 
score a film ... Tm keeping my doors 
wide open. 


“Gulong” is now playing at the Cine- 
malaya Independent Film Festival at 
the Cultural Center of the Philippines. 


“Gulong” is a Butch Jimenez produc" 


tion, directed by Sockie Fernandes and 
written by Jeanne Lim. 
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EXPERIENCE THE CULMINATION OF A 
gastronomical journey at Seasons, Manila 
Pavilion Hotel's newest interactive lifestyle 
restaurant. From the time it opened its doors, 
Seasons has captured the metropolis’ diverse 
palate and modern dining preferences. 
Welcoming guests with a familiar sensation 
similar to that of leaves falling in an afternoon 
sunset, is the largest dining area of Seasons. Au- 
tumn, as named after the season it represents, 
nestles four conveniently accessible buffet sta- 
tions - the hot, cold, soup and dimsum and pas- 


А few steps from the Autumn section is an el- 
'evated nook situated beside the bar. This dining 
area blushing in бегу red clearly represents the 
season when the heat of the sun is in full swing. 
‘Amidst the intensity of the Summer mise-en- 
scene is a calming backdrop of a glass enclosed 
ossis that displays a garden landscape fes- 


tooned by a cascade of running water. 

One secluded section at the far side of the 
restaurant delicately depicts the icy chill of win- 
ter, hence called the Winter section. Embel- 
lished with frosty blue and crisp white hues, 
hanging ceiling lamps in the fashion of icicles 
remind one of this season's cold beauty. 

Finally, find yourself dazzled by the afterglow 
of spring in a comer dining area composed of 
three private rooms. Named after the season of 
bloom, Spring is separated by collapsible glass 
door panels for the purpose of converting it to а 
single exclusive spot for larger groups. 

Seasons is open daily from 6:30 am to 10:30 
pm. For reservations, please call Manila Pavil- 
ion Hotel at (02)526-1212 extension 2318. 
Manila Pavilion Hotel is now part of Waterfront. 
Philippines Inc, the largest Filipino hotel chain. 
in the country It is located at United Nations Av- 
enue comer Maria Orosa Street, Manila. 
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GO ON A DAILY FOOD TRIP AT THE SOUTHERN METRO MANILAS 
ultimate dining Mecca, The Bellevue Hotel, with its Gastronomic Ex- 
cursions buffet, The hotel's main dining outlet, the Café d' Asie, trans- 
ports you to different worlds of taste and flavour every single day. 
Asian buffet is on offer for Mondays, Italian on Tuesdays, Japanese оп 


Wednesdays, Chinese on Thursdays, Seafood on Fridays and an inter- 
national selection during Saturdays and Sundays. 

Beat the rainy day blues with its Poolside Rainy Combos. Lounge 
around the poolside and savor the cool rainy day breezes while partaking 
of your favorite rainy day comfort food. Choose from a bow! of steaming 


The ultimate 
indulgence 


"THE DIVINE TASTES OF EUROPE'S TRUMPET- 
shaped wild mushrooms 'chanterelles, take 
center stage in a luxurious dinner event at 7 pm 
at The Tivoli of Mandarin Oriental, Manila on 
Friday, July 27 as four exquisite wines and 
‘champagne from Wine Depot provide the piece 
de resistance, that will complement the beguil- 
ing seven-course epicurean feast prepared by 
‘The Tivoli chef Stefan Trepp and his team of 
connoisseurs. 

"Wine and gourmet enthusiasts will find a 
delectable treat in these irresistible chanterelle 
creations paired with splendid wines: Confit 
cherry tomatoes with chanterelle, Parmesan and 
arugula greens paired with Angoves Nine Vines, 
Viognier, South Australia 2006; Warm 
chanterelle panna cotta with pan-fried scallop 
served with coriander foam; Pan-fried veal 
sweetbread on sage-infused potato gnocchi and 
chanterelle ice cream with Strevi Moscato di Asti, 
Banfi, Italy 2005; Green apple and celery sorbet; 
Pan-fried duck breast in juniper and red currant 
mage pumpkin mash potatoes, sautéed 
chanterelles and fava beans paired with Vera- 
monte Reserva Merlot, Chile 2004; Gorgonzola 
and chanterelle espuma with Houghton Late 
Picked Verdelho, Australia 2006; capped with 
Mille-feuille of vanilla mousse and crispy filo 
dough with caramelized mango with Petaluma 
Bridgewater Mill, NV Sparkling Wine, Australia. 

As the evening un- 
folds, Teresa Avila 
will play enchanting 
piano music befitting 
the lavish evening, 
while guests enjoy 
the aperitif. The lux- 
urious wine-dinner is 
at Р2,500+++ рег 
person. Reservations 
ше recommended. 

Call The Tivoli at 750 
8888 extension 2431 
102433. 
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congee or a serving of hot chicken, beef or wan- 
ton noodle soup paired with complimentary 
crispy siomai and an iced tea or hot beverage of 
your choice. Let good food and home-like 
warmth shower you this rainy season. Available 
throughout July. And, reach the heights of choco- 

2 late bliss with The Bellevue Hotel's Cake of the 
Month for July. Chocolate Nirvana is a rich mix- 
ture of mascarpone cheese, chocochips, almonds 
and cherries in a colorful cake that’s as delightful 
to the eyes as it is to the palate. Take the path to 
dessert heaven, only at The Bellevue. For іп- 
quiries, call 771-8181. 


A triple toast to Richmonde's cocktail drinks 

THE RICHMONDE HOTEL'S EXCHANGE BAR USHERS IN THE RAINY SEASON WITH A TRIO OF 
original zesty concoctions to toast a fond farewell to the summer days. This July until September, 
relish the refreshing variations of vodka, gin and brandy-based drinks mixed with extraordinarily 
exciting fruits and flavors. The exhilarating Anne's Temple provides а blend of vodka, lime soda 
and crème de melon. A cool taste awaits drinkers of Sea Breeze, an enjoyable combination of gin, 
blue curacao, and dalandan juice. And lastly, the Intense flavors of Core fuses brandy, pineapple 
juice, orange juice and crème de bananas to produce a pleasantly stimulating drink. Make any one 
of these unique, delightful and bubbly cocktail concoctions your drink choice during the Exchange 
Bar's Happy Hour every Monday to Friday, from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. The Exchange Bar is | located at 
the 2nd floor of The Richmonde Hotel at 21 San Miguel Avenue, Ortigas Center, Pasig City. For In- 
quiries and reservations, please call 638-7777 local 3408. 


Vacation alternative 
at Punta de Uian in Zambales 


TIRED OF THOSE POPULAR BUT OVER- 
populated vacation spots that draw in the 
crowds, like Boracay, Batangas, locos, and La 


where one can enjoy good music and free-flow- 
ing drink the whole night. 
“The privacy and perfection of nature make 
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Union? Then try this private haven, a new and 
rarely visited beach resort in Zambales. Punta 
de Uian lies between the majestic mountains 
and the beaches of Pundaquit in San Antonio, a 
mere 170 kms or two to three hours drive away 
from Manila. 

‘The sprawling resort that is nestled amidst 
untouched greenery and expansive sand is a 
mixture of modem amenities and the marvels 
of nature, making it a perfect getaway for those 
who like the sun, sea, and sky and yet wish to 
keep the comforts of the ur- 
ban world nearby. Nineteen 
private — rooms соте 
‘equipped with air-condition- 
ing, flat screen TVs with ca- 
ble, Ipod-ready speakers and 
heated showers. Friends and 
family can enjoy a variety of 
cuisine at the coffee shop, 
barbecue grills, and beach 
bar. A sumptuous dinner can 
be enjoyed at the Anahaw 
Restaurant, where fine-din- 
ing meets the beach front, ог 
the less formal Beach Bar B 
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Punta de Uian a perfect plan to bond with fami- 
lies and friends or just simply chill out alone. 
Room rates start at P2,500 net per room, per 
night in а standard room, inclusive of set break- 
fast for two persons. Corporate groups, on the 
other hand, can make use of the resorts facili 
ties for seminars, trainings, and conventions. 

For more information contact the Subic sales 
office at (+63 47) 252-2692, the resort at 0918 
800-UIAN or check the website at www.pun- 
tadeuian.com. 
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LONDON—AT 16, EMMA ROBERTS 
is a pretty young woman, blessed 
with the same dazzling smile that her 
aunt, Julia Roberts, із famous for. 

We were in this city when we inter: 
viewed Emma a few weeks ago, when. 
Julia gave birth to Henry Daniel, her 
third child with husband, Danny Mod- 
ет "Ive been here for a week, so 1 was 
here when Henry was bor,” Emma, 
lovely in a short red dress and black 
pumps, told us. And ГЇ be here for two 
more months, so I won't see him until 1 
get back to LA” (Julia gave birth to 
twins, Hazel and Phinnaeus, in 2004.) 

The daughter of Eric Roberts, Julia's 
older brother, is the new Nancy Drew. 
She is in London to shoot the comedy, 
“Wild Child," about a misbehaving LA 
girl who is consequently sent to а strict 
English boarding school. Her TV show, 
“Unfabulous,” on Nickelodeon had in- 
spired the title of her 2005 album, “Un- 
fabulous and More: Emma Roberts.” 


Custody battle 

No one is prouder and happier for 
Emma than Julia, who helped raise 
her niece. Emma's parents, Eric and 
Kelly Cunningham, split shortly after 
she was born. In Kelly’s custody battle 
over Emma, Julia sided with her. 

The resulting rift between brother 
and sister was recently downplayed 
Бу Bric, who was quoted in an inter- 
view as saying, “The estrangement 
was nonexistent. We bicker like 
brothers and sisters—and that’s it.” 

Асе interview, Emma said she visits 
her dad on the set of ТУЗ “Heroes,” 
where he has a recurring role. Eric, who 
has already recovered from cocaine ad- 


Ruben V. 
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diction, is also enjoying a career upswing 
that parallels his daughters rise. Нез in 
the cast of the next “Batman” movie. 

Tn “Nancy Drew,” the perky and po- 
lite Emma, who plays the heroine in 
the film version of Carolyn Keene's 
beloved children’s mysteries, is not 
sleuthing in 1930s Midwest but in to- 
day's Los Angeles. Helping her solve 
the mystery surrounding the death of 
а Hollywood actress are Ned Nicker- 
son (played by Max Thierot) and 
Corky (Josh Flitter). Excerpts from our 
interview: 

How big an influence was your 
aunt in your decision to become an 
actress? 

1 don't know if it was just her, in 
particular. It was more about being 
around her film's movie sets when 1 
was younger. I just hung out and saw 
how the different departments 
worked. Those experiences inspired 
me—and showed me what making 
movies was like. I just loved being on 
the set! They would tell me, “Emma, 
you have to go home—it's late!” And T 
would say, "No, I want to stay!” 


Most memorable set 

"What was the most memorable 
set you visited? 

T loved being on “America’s Sweet- 


into Carolyn Keene's 
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hearts! that was my favorite set! You'll 
see me in the background of some 
scenes, “Ocean's Eleven” was also really 
fun, with all the cute boys on that set! 

Did you also visit your father? 

didn really go to a lot of his sets be- 
cause he was doing rated "R" movies. It 
would have been inappropriate if did, 
because 1 was much younger then, 
whereas my aunt was doing more 
youth-oriented and fun movies, so I vis- 
ited her more. But, I visit my dad on the 
set of his television show. 

Do you live with your mom or 
your dad? 

T live with my mom, but до see my 
dad once in a while. 1 don't see him as 
much as Td like to, because we're both 
busy. But, we have a good relationship. 


Series 

‘Were you an avid reader of the 
“Nancy Drew” book series when 
you were growing up? 

I didn't really read the "Nancy Drew" 
series when I was young. I was into the 
“Junie B. Jones" books. As I got older, I 
read "Harry Potter" and "Gossip Girl.” I 
started reading "Nancy Drew" after I 
got the part. The series was fun for me 
to read—especially after 1 made the 
movie—because I was like, “Oh, Im 
kind of like Nancy Drew, I guess. 

How did Bruce Willis end up do- 
ing a cameo? 

Tt was random. I thought that was 
зо cool, because 1 had met him be- 
fore. [know his daughter, so it was re- 
ally exciting! We had so much fun! 

In the movie, Nancy Drew leaves 
for LA with a little suitcase and yet, 
she comes up with a new outfit ev- 
eryday (laughter)... 

Nancy is а good packer, I guess 
(laughter)! 

Nancy is supposed to be a good 
detective, yet she can't tell that a boy 


(Max Thierot) likes her. In real life, 
do you have boys pursuing you? 
don’t know if there are boys pursu- 
ing me. If they are, Tm unaware of it. 
Yes, thats the funny thing about Na 
cy—she's so smart about everything 
еве, but the one thing thats easy to 
tel, she doesn't notice at all. She can't 


telwhaesrightinfrontofher! — 
You worked with Johnny Depp at 
ge 9. What was that experience 
like? Did your dad and aunt offer 
words of caution about the movie. 
business? 
Thad fun working with Johnny in 
JUNG? 
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* Continuous MPEG-4 video. 
with sound and print options 


+10 Megapixels 

+ 3X Optical zoom, 2.5" LCD. 

+ Continuous MPEG-4 video 
vith sound and print options 


+71 Megapixels 
* 3X Optical zoom, 2.5" LCD. 
+ Anticblur mode 


P19,995 
P1,667/mo. 


FREE G8 SD Card 
and Camera Case. 


©з 


© г: ae 
m Participating outlets: Sth Avenue, Abenson, Accent Micro, Anson's, Asianic, Automatic Centre; 
‘Avid, Camerahaus, Colours, Complink, Electroworld, General Photo, Island Photo, Kameraworld, 
SM Appliance Center, SM Department Store Kodak Express, Silicon Valley, Villman, Western. 
Appliance, and other participating IT, Consumer Electronics, and Kodak Express outlets. 


P16,995 
P1,417/mo. 


FREE 1 GB SD Card 
and Camera Case 


P12,995 
P1,082/mo. 


FREE SI2 MB SD Card 
and Camera Case 


WORLD TOUR 2007 + LIVE IN MANILA ST, 
JULY 18 - 22, 200744 


ALIW THEATER 
(CCP COMPLEX) 
HURRY GET YOUR TICKETS NOWI 


ж.. Kodak EasyShare | 


for 12 monina digital camera 


— 


V Loved Characters: Big Bird, Elmo, Cookie Monster, Zoe; Bert, 


QD 


% 


Posible po! Mas lalong affordable na ang 


; Globe Prepaid SIM 


“Gusto ko magaan 
ang presyo, 
pero mas bigatin 
ang offers." 


dude, ang lakas mo sa 


Glebe 


‘Globe SIM Promo's tom uly 1°31, 2007 
Pe DI CR Ратне 29 Stel 2007 


m ovietime, 
қ S HOWT ME 


Your life 2s a movie 
LEI 


a Bs 


CINEMA 


Don't miss the most anticipated 
movie event of the year! 


Experience the movie's explosive finale 


a IMAX 3D « 


ЛАХ 


IMAX 


"ides row avaiable 
P150 (Monday to Thursday, before pn] 
P400 Monta to Thursday, Sp wars, Friday, Saturday Sando, 
Hobday whole day) 
Please call SR IA (468) or 556 CHO for inquiries and reservation 


NOW SHOWING 


ШІ 


m ooo 


10 OUT 


SOLD OUT 


en 

е SCHEDULES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 

METRO MANILA 
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VACANCY 


{PLANET TERROR 
HARRY POTTER 5 


SDIE HARD 4 
ÉTRANSFORMERS EPLANET TERROR, 
movietime 


Alate night detour leads о an unimaginable nighimare when 
an estranged couples car breaks down o 


итап OF ASH 556-0108 


EMARRY POTTER 5 

EDIE HARD 4 

VACANCY 

iwHrTE NOISE 

PLANET TERROR 

ÉIN THE LAND OF WOMEN 

PREMIERE CINEMA 
TRANSFORMERS: 
CENTERSTAGE 

HARRY POTTER 5 


DIRECTOR'S CLUB 
Bookings now accepted. 
Ingüre at 556-0655. 


PODIUM 
Б 
cinema 
HARRY POTTER 5 
CINEMA 2 
TRANSFORMERS 
For ticket reservation, dial 6338976. 


зм новтиква 929-5452 
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Fresh new movie 


тесіле highway, David Fox (Luke Wilson) and his 
be ax wilo Amy (Kate Beckinsale) are forced o sp 
night at a seedy motel run by an odd but seemingly armies 
proprietor (Frank Whale 


1а their room, the bickering couple finds a tache of 

homemade slasher fims that look disturbingly real. On 

thay realize the blood soaked videos wore shot inthe very 

Toon in whieh thy re staying, Davi now they vil 
they put 
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SATURDAY Special 


Julia Roberts’ niece 


“Blow” I didn’t realize what a big deal 
it was at the time, because I was only 
9. But, looking back, it was a great ex- 
perience! My family was very support- 
ive. They just let me do my thing. 

You've met many famous people 
at a young age. Who among those 
people made you nervous? 

1 dont get that nervous—or, at 
least, Itry not to—but when I saw Or- 
lando Bloom, I got very nervous! 1 


“EDDIE KAYE 


THOMAS 


беа 


date at your 


saw him at the premiere of “Pirates of 
the Caribbean.” He walked by me, 
and Iwasa bit flustered! 

We just spoke to Daniel Radcliffe 
and Rupert Grint. Who do you like 
better, Daniel or Rupert? 

Rupert Grint. 1 like 
best—he's сше! 

Do you attend regular school? 

Twent to a regular school until sev- 
enth grade. Then, 1 was home- 


him the 


THE STAR or “JUST MY LUCK" Is BACK IN ANOTHER 
HEART-WARMING ROMANTIC- COMEDY Rd 


CHRIS PINE 


JAY ' 


own risk. 


" SATURDAY, 
JULY 21, 2007 


a FrompageGt 


schooled. But, 1 have close friends 
from middle school who still keep in 
touch. 

You're part of a new generation 
of actresses who will take over 
from the current generation, Some 
actresses are known more for par- 
tying. Does the club scene appeal to 
you? 

Its not my thing. 1 hang out with 
friends. We go to each other's houses; 
ме go to birthday 
parties, but we don't 
go clubbing. 

What keeps you 
grounded? 
havé great 
friends and family! 

"Whats your life 
like when уоште 
away from movie or 
TV sets? 

Aside from the fact 
that I dont go to 
school, I'm a pretty 
normal teenager. 
During the week, Ido 
three hours of school 
everyday with my tu- 
тог. On weekends, I 
hang out with my 
friends. 

Do you drive? 

Idon't. I didn't get 
my license іп Califor- 
nia— didn't pass the 
test, But, 1 have a 
learner's permit, so 1 
can drive with my 
parents. 1 don't have 
acaryet. 


Driving test 

Why did you fail 
the driving test? 

Iwas nervous, and 
1 wasn't ready 1 
blocked one of the 
tum lanes and beat 
the red light. ТЇ пу 
again, and we'll see 
what happens. 

How do you like 
London? 

1 love it here—it's 
been great so far! We 
start shooting in а 
couple of weeks. The 
character in this new 
movie is very differ- 
ent from Nancy Drew. 
I get to play a bad girl 
who gets shipped off 
то boarding school. 
Then, she tries to get 
herself kicked out! 

Its beautiful here, 
and 1 like the rain. 
Everyone's like, “Oh, 
it’s raining!” 

But, I love it be- 
cause it hardly rains 
in LA. 1 got myself a 
nice raincoat and a 
cute umbrella. My 6- 
year-old sister 
(Grace, Kelly's 
daughter with rock 


musician, Kelly Nick- 
els) is here with me. 
She's been raised in 
ТА, so she doesn't see. 
a lot of rain. So, 


ON ITS FIRST WEEK! 


* “А NEW DIRECTOR BRINGS SCREEN MAGIC TO "ORDER OF THE PHOENIX”, 


CONJURING THE BEST ‘HARRY POTTER MOVIE YET.” 
+ Reel S. De Vero, Philippine Daily Inquirer 


“DARK, BROODING, TRUE BUT ALSO MORE INTELLECTUALLY. 


E= AND EMOTIONALLY SATISFYING.” 


Mino iene David, Pippin Dilly Inguinal 


“PHOENIX С 


энил Enan 
= E wer 
met Dn ога ках салык MAE TI 
(ш ол олаш з клн OM SEAT E! 
ла = RDQS IFS RES аш == MI 


when it rains, she 


Е goes outside and lies 


PDROCLAMATION NOEL 
OVER 2130M NATIONWIDE 


on the deck! 

Who's taking care 
of you here? 

My mom. 


Hair 

Is that how your 
hair looks like nor- 
mally? 

This is normal, For 
"Wild Child," Ihave a 
long platinum- 
blonde wig down to 
my waist. They're go- 
ing to make my hair. 
darker. 

Who decides how 
you look during 
public appear- 
ances? Do you have 
азау? 

Its a combination. 
Ihave hair and make- 
up people, but T can 
say what T like and 
dont like. For 
clothes, I have 
stylists, but 1 make 
the decisions. 

You are also a 
singer with an al- 
bum to your credit. 
Are you still inter- 
ested in a music ca- 
reer? 

I'm focusing on do- 
ing movies for now. 
When I'm a little old- 
er, maybe I could pur- 
sue music. 


E-mail rynepales 
5585@yahoo.com, 
and read his biog, 
“The Nepales Report,” 
on www.inquirerblog- 
gers.net/nepalesre- 
port. 
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of nine entries in ће 
competition's full- 


By Nestor U. Torre 


ТНЕ CULTURAL CENTER OF THE 
Philippines is brimming with high 
hopes for a bountiful artistic harvest 
this month, The lead activity is the 
2007 Cinemalaya at various CCP 
Screening venues, with some 100 in- 
die features and shorts on view. 

This years competition features 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


features that have been shot in recent 
years. Thus, if film buffs feel they've 
missed out on key Filipino digital fea- 
tures and need to view them to com- 
plete their selfeducation in this area, 
theyll probably find most of them at ad- 
junct screenings in this years festival 
Aside from the opening film, "Foster 
Child,” non-competition screenings in- 
clude retrospectives on the 2005 and 


2006 Cinemalaya fests, plus Jon Red's 
“Astig.” Will Fredo's "Compound," Eddie 
Romero's “Faces of Love,” Paolo Vilalu- 
na and Ellen Ramos “Ilusyon,” “Imahe 
Nasyon,” Brilliante Mendoza's "Kalele- 
do,” Jeffrey Jeturian’s "kubrador,” Mark 
Мейуз “La Visa loca,” Ellen Ongkeko's 
"Mga Pusang Gala,” and Dennis Marasi- 
зап "Sa North Diversion Road." 
CINEMATIC! G4 


SHARP EL508W Scientific: 
light years ahead 


469 functions 

Digital Algebraic Logic 
Constant/chain calculations 
Multi-line playback 

Solver function 

List calculations 

Matrix function 

Sturdy, stylish design 


Sy саса ЗЕ етта 
crm BED EITC an 


are “Endo,” "Gu- 
Jong,” "Kadin," "Lig- 
aw Liham,” “Pisay,” 
“Sinungaling па 
Buwan,” “Still Life,” 
“Tribu” and “Tukso.” 

Other activities in- 
clude a film congress, a 
meet the filmmakers 
forum, another forum 
оп professional and in- 
tellectual propery 
rights, and a dialogue 
with George C. Palmer 
оп digital film technol- 


The SHARP EL506W 
so easy to use, you'll almost 
forget it's a scientific calculator 


= 469 functions in 1 calculator 
ogy. For more informa- 


E f * Digital Algebraic Logic (DAL) allows entry of symbols 
moe 832-1125 loc. 57» i and numbers of equations as they are written 


* Large solid keys with a crisp 2-line display that allows 
user to check equations and answer at the same time 


* Multi Line Playback recalls up to 142 recent steps 


* Оча! power feature works reliably 
їп all lighting conditions. 


Category 

Aside from the 
nine new features in 
competition, 10 short 
films will contend in 
their onwards cate- 
gory— Doble Vista," 
“Misteryo sa. Hapis," 
'Nineball" "Rolyo, 
“Tagapagligtas 
“Durog,” “Gabon,” 
“Liwanang sa Dilim,” 
“Mailing Kwento” 
and “To Ni.” 

The 2007 Cine 
malaya will also serve 
as a showcase for 
many of the digital 


Sharp Scientific Calculators are exclusively болео in the Philippines by 

COLLINS INTERNATIONAL TRADING CORPORATION 412 Amang Rodriguez, 
Nonggaren, Pasig Cty Tels (2 681-6160 » (02 681-6161 « (02) 581-8163 

mali markstingecots international com ph Web hiio//www coinsnternafonal com.ph i 
Avaiable at SM Appliance nationwide. SM Supplies Station, Abenson, Automatic Centre, 
ОСО, Ansons Emporium, Expressions, Office Warehouse 


AT THE MALLS 


CONCIERGE HOTLINE NUMBERS: м, 
‘bang Town Center- 842 2782: 772 1860 Markel! Market! - 8867519 
fata Center Ceba - (032) 231 5342 lor. 34_ TriNoma - 901 3000 


AT THE CINEMAS 


Reserve your cas by lenting SURESEATS GB or SURESEATS 64 in 2339 (Globe or 211 (Smart rag os la woe sresats.com lor wab reser 
Movie schedules may change wheat prior noier. For verilication. please call 729-7777 
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Glorieta -752 7272 
Greenbelt - 757 4853 10 S4 
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2 HARRY POTTER & THE ORDER 1 
ANG 
GF THE PHOENIX TOWN Electroworid Exhibit 

cent 


HARRY POTTER THE ORDER ЖА ака 
OF THE PHOENIX 


Avida Home Expo 
July 20 to 22, 2007 
TAART POTTER E E ORDER 

3E ae D 


VACANCY 


6 PARRY POTERE 


Brazilian Latino Jazz Night 
THE ORDER 


4 warwosez |5 THE LAND Мул, 2007 at Greenbelt 2 


7 
THE LIGHT ‘OF WOMEN Tee, 


Алт EERE TE EF 
Е EON EE 
самата EXT 


POTTER в тн ORDER] Æ 
(OF THE PHOENIX TransFormers |9 


HARRY POTTER & THE ORDER 2 HARRY POTTER & THE ORDER 
(OF THE PHOENIX 


ALABANG ОР THE PHOENIX 
TOWN з а rh 
CENTER ‘TRANSFORMERS. 


WALA CENTER раа Расна 
CEBU oF THE PHOENIX 
T HARRY POTTER & THE ORDER 
MARKET! OF THE PHOENIX 
MARKET! з 


EN 


VACANCY 


‘Accounting Quiz Bow! 


N 
ATA CITÉ "luy 18, 2007 


ВРІ Appliance Madness 
July 6 to 22, 2007 


MARKET: MARKET: 


5 IN THE LAND OF WOMEN 


ONSTAGE - The perfect spot for concerts, stage plays 
& coporate events is now accepting bookings for May to July 2007 
For bookings, pls. call 752-7862 or 757-3861 
PLANET TERROR 
Damian Domingo: The First Great Filipino Painter Exhibit + June 19 to Jan. 6, 200 


Pioneers of Philippine Art - June 15 to January 6, 2008 
For more into, ls. call 787-7317 to 21 loc. 


WHITE NOISE 2: 


Ayala MUsEUM 
TRE LIGHT 


IARD 4.0 5 VACANCY 


2 4 


VACANCY 


TRINOMA 


IN THE LAND 


WHITE NOISE 2: ‘OF WOMEN 


EN TRANSFORMERS 


BARBIE BIRTHDAY BASH 
July 1 (2PM & 4PM) at the Activity Center 


6 7* 


HARRY POTTER & THE ORDER | HARRY POTTER & THE ORDER 
'OF THE PHOENIX 'OF THE PHOENIX 


HUMAN'S RICO BLANCO EXHIBIT 


July 2 to 15 (Mall Hours) at the 1st Level Exhibit Area 
Teg Spe 


Experience the magic! 
IMAGO ENTERTAINMENT PRESENTS 


MECHANICAL ACTION 


A theatrical circus performance of 
red machines and acrobatic acts 


Glorietta 4 + Greenbelt 3 
Alabang Town Center + Trinoma 


where every seat is the best in the house 
NOW SHOWING AT AYALA MALLS CINEMAS 


ensi з Nai a 
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SATURDAY Special ... 
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By Rito P. Asilo is now run by its ambitious [7737 spective aspirations. But, the 
А head chef, Skinner (lan Holm). d film's biggest asset is still its sto- inhabited by Mason (Frank Wha- 
"Ratatouille" The restaurant has seen bet- ту: Its unconventional, unpre- ley) and his sinister cohorts, who 
р: Brad Bird ter days, but Remy and Lingui- dictable—and fodder for a long ват big bucks for the snuff films 
4:8: Voices of Patton Oswalt, ns unlikely partnership soon È 9 list of heartwarming and life-af- they make. It doesn't take long for 
Tan Holm and Peter O'Toole ` puts it back on the gastronomic 1 i firming lessons that today's cyni- the couple to realize that they have 
E map. cal world can learn a lot from. become Mason's next victims. 
"ONCEAGAIN,PIXARENTHRALLS Ви, when а newly-revealed se- It endearingly dangles the  Cannes-winning director Nim- 
with its latest visual feast about Re- стег about the restaurant's owner- hope for optimists and dreamers rod Antal (2003's "Kontroll) 
iy (Patton Oswalt), а countryside ship threatens Skinner's expected alike that “not everyone can be a gives the snuff-film genre a flashy, 
fat who dreams of becoming a proprietorship, the duo's friend- great artist, but a great artist can frenetic pace and a more textured 
master chef in the competitive gas- ship is put to test. And, intemal come from anywhere!” quality. But, these plus points are 
tfonomic landscape of Paris, problems notwithstanding, un- = = eventually overwhelmed by the 
Erance. compromising food critic, Anton ME ‘Vacancy’ movie's narrative banality. 
Не gets the rare chance to Ево (sumptuously voice-acted by D: Nimrod Antal The Hungarian filmmaker's 
ДШ his lifelong ambition Peter OToole, is expected to see a 5: Кие Beckinsale, Luke highly stylized direction propels 
when he meets the awkward for himself the reason for the |, rcu pam Wilson the action at lightning speed, but 
Kichen garbage boy, Linguini restaurants newfound popularity! RATATOUILLE.” Sparklingly dreamy look. interest in the proceedings soon 
(ош Romano}, who enables Pixar's well-deserved reputa- қ Constantly bickering David sags when it becomes clear that 
Remy to practice his exception- tion for technical polish and inno- look: As characters go about their negative perception of critics in and Amy Fox (Luke Wilson and the movie doesn’t really have 
al cooking ability in the restau- vation is on full display under daily tasks, nostalgia and ro- a section that is alternately hilari- Kate Beckinsale, respectively), much to offer—other than the 
fant formerly owned by the de- Brad Bird's confident direction. mance ooze into the movie's nar- ous and touching. whose marriage is on the verge of novelty of watching popular ac- 
teased gourmet chef, Auguste The studio's topnotch digital ren- rative core. "Ratatouillés" | characters collapse, find themselves in the tors like Beckinsale and Wilson 
Gusteau (Brad Garrett), whom dering likewise gives the Parisian _Inanotherrefreshing twist, the throb and smolder with joie de 


>» middle of nowhere after straying put their screaming, grunting and 
Gus hemost The place setting a sperklingly dreamy film smashes the general publics vivre as they chase after their re- off the Intestate, running skills to hectic overuse! 


They end up in a dreary motel 


MTSE p посв 5 | ЗЕ 


Light drama marks smooth transition for Meg Ryan 


Ву Noelani Torre es, the dysfunctional family who 
lives across the street. Sarah (Meg 
THE LOW-KEY DRAMA/COME- Ryan) and her daughter, Lucy 
dy, “In the Land of Women," is so (Kristen Stewart), gravitate to him, 
nebulous that it's hard to pin it 8 : and he to them. Shades of "The 
down: On one hand, this tale of a Graduate,” yes. But "In the Land of 
twentysomething guy trying to Women” ‘has no Mrs. Robinson, 
get his life together could be easi and Carter is no Benjamin. 
Ну dismissed as yet another senti- jj ө 
mental sensitive-dude-has-mo- 2) Conflicted teenager 
mentous-realizations movie; on "This is a much gentler picture, 
the other, it could be lauded for dec Bilis cite аа aR with regular folks going through 
Peake. КОЛОН res i ough difficult times. difficult times. Sarah, it turns out, 
ugh he's projected his Ніз boyish struggle to swallow has cancer; her husband is having 
Youngest member mtysomething angst into his tears is funny in a quiet way, ап affair, and Lucy is your typical 
This imprecision may have his lead character. Not that thats amditestablishesCarterasachar. conflicted teenager who loves 
something to do with the fact that а bad thing per se, but it does get acter you can feel sympathy for. апа hates her parents at the same 
the film is director and seriptwrit- too self-involved at times—it will Infact, most of the movie's һаг. time. 

f those embarrass- acters are sympathetic. When 1: sounds like а schmaltzy TV 
ing journal entries you once Сапег long-neglected grand- drama, and the movie sometimes 
wrote in high school when you mother (Olympia Dukakis) starts stumbles to that level, but its 

Jake (director ol felt so, ab, misunderstood. reflecting about dying, he decides saved by its characters and the ac- 
the youngest member of the fami- mm to temporarily stay with her in tors who play them. Brody, while 
ly to join the business looks like Famous girlfriend Michigan so that he can get away sometimes being as vague as the 
he's gotten а few pointers from The film starts off with Carters бот his sorrows—and perhaps get film, is appealing, 
p dad, though not all of them may model/actress girlfriend, Sofia stated оп the great American _ Ryan has made a smooth transi- 

27,25» 07 have sunk in just yet. (Elena Anaya), dumping him in screenplay (he writes scripts for tion from rom-com bubbliness to a 
MLY IM THEATERS The movie's protagonist, 26 an LA diner. As tears well in his зой-роп movies). more mature fizz. Stewart plays а 
2 * year-old Carter Webb (“Тһе eyes, зоте tweeners flock around " А very believable Lucy But, its 
x Ж Adam Brody) is only a his famous girlfriend (now ex) Dysfunctional family Ryan's performance thats particu- 
year younger than Kasdan, and it and asks for her autograph. There, he meets the Hardwick- larly touching 


Aoun 


EET س‎ 


M qi ; 7 Cinematic 
| THE BIGGEST HORROR | - Lae 
М f 1 ns gom ronetocenter.net. е jars Cinemalaya will 
MOVIE EVENT OF THE YEAR = epe el. 

пселау мамы GhemersPlaza ыт [rA 
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Shia LaBeouf gears upg 


for the Ві 


By Nestor U. Torre 


THE WORD IN HOLLYWOOD THESE DAYS 15 
that the young star most likely to make it big this 
year is—Shia LaBeouf. 

Most people know him from his current hot 
hit, "Transformers," but it turns out that he's 
been around the show biz scene for years 
‘Talk about the so-called “overnight discovery” 
who's actually been slugging it out in the 
wings for a long time, Shia is i! 

‘According to Shia himself, the performing. 
bug bit him when—he was stil in his mother's 
womb! That's because he comes from a family 
of entertainers and artists: 


Circus 

His maternal grandfather was а Borscht 
Belt comedian, his father worked as a mime at 
a circus, and his mother was a dancer. Thus, 
Shia grins, "I was acting when I came out of 
the womb.” —Well, Shia, if you say зо. 

їп any case, Shia was performing professionally 
by age 10, asa standup comic in comedy clubs in 
Сайопуа. His unique appeal was weird: He had 
“disgustingly dirty” material, and а "S0-yearold 
‘mouth on the 10-year-old kid.” 

Even after he dropped the “disgustingly 
dirty" material, Shia's career prospered. Way 
back in 1999, he played Herbert the mascot 
on the TV show, “Freaks and Geeks.” But, he 
really found his stride on “Even Stevens,” 
where he was cast as Louis, for which he won 
a Daytime Emmy Award. 

In 2003, Shia appeared in his first film, 
"Holes," with Jon Voight and Sigourney Weaver. 


Е 


Voight gave him a book on acting and this made 
Shia realize that acting could be more than just 
a job. He then played a small role in 1, Robot” 
and acted in “Constantine” with Keanu Reeves. 
In 2006, the dramatic film, “Bobby” called 
for Shia to do his first nude scene when his 
character stripped naked while on an LSD trip. 
—Talk about an actor giving his all to his role! 


Serial killer 

In 2007, Shia finally hit the big time. Last 
April, he starred in “Disturbia,” where he 
played a teenager who suspected that his 
neighbor was a serial killer. 

The fiim has yet to be shown in the Philip- 
pines, and when it does, it should benefit from 
Shia's star-making performance in the "monster" 
hit that “Transformers” has штей out to be. 

‘Another Shia starrer about to open in town 
is the animated feature, “Surf's Up,” in which 
he voice-acts the lead character. 

‘Up next for Shia is another attention-call- 
ing role in a major film, "Indiana Jones IV" set 
to hit screens in May 2008. Shia will also star 
ina thriller, "Eagle Eye," and has signed on for 
two “Transformers” sequels. 

Earlier this year, Shia was named 2007's 
"Star of Tomorrow" by the ShoWest Conven- 
tion of the National Association of Theater 
Owners in the States. 

—All that success can go to a young actors 
head! But, Shia vows not to end up as yet anoth- 
er spaced-out, dumbed-down young celebrity, 
because he loves and values his work too much. 

He has even made a calculated effort to 
stay away from Hollywood's bright and brittle 


LABEOUF: 
Vows not to 
end up as 
yetanother 
spaced-out, 


party scene, believing that, “if фе industry 
takes you lightly because you're always party 
ing, they will take your work lightly, as well 
Why is Shia LeBeouf such a big hit with fans 
and film people as well? Critics have cited his ap. 
pealing combination of boy next door and canm) 
Screen professional, and rave that he's “fast be 
‘coming the best young actor in Hollywood!” 
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Mysterious August on Hallmark Channel 


NEXT MONTH, СЕТ READY FOR Last batch 

a thrilling series of movies on ће ^ The search for the Palmolive 
Hallmark Channels “Mystery shining Circle of 10 ladies intro- 
Weekend” programming slot: duced its last batch of 
met c3 [s M ps finalists recently on 

свае: The Doctor "ASAP 07.” 

жанасты МОМТАСЕ 540 Quintia was 
vestigates the death of hailed as Batch Nine's standout 
a therapist whose body later dis- beauty and talent. Supporters 
appears. Aug. 5 at 9 рап, “Муз may vote for their bet in the next 
tery Woman: Redemption” is round by texting SHINE REG 
about a bookstore owner who NAME/AGE/GENDER/ADDRESS 
finds a murder victim's aban- and sending to'2366. A lucky vot- 
doned daughter At 1 1pm., “Mid- ercan win P10,00 each week 


somer Murders: Tainted Fruit” in- 
vvestigates the death of an heiress. Nickelodeon's ‘Big Help 
2007’ launched 


Aug. 6 at 1 ат, “Detective 
Murdoch—Except the Dying” ^w 

S ıt Nickelodeon recently urged 

proves that a woman's death isn't Aers from 2 to 14 years old to 

share whatever they can with those 


accidental. Aug. 11 at 7 рт, 
‘McBride: Time for Murder is рн by way of the fe month 
campaign, "Big Help 2007." 


about the death of a radio deejay. 
Ithas also linked up with Gawad 


Aug. 12 at9 p.m., "Mystery Wom- 

an: Game Time" investigates the 
death ofa creator of game shows. Kalinga-Batang Вауапі p 
SETI pans “Midsomer Murders: School volunteers, who raise funds 
A Tale of Two Hamlets” із about 204 join building activities. The 
the rivalry between two villages. А5: Big Help ambassador is popu- 
‘Aug. 13 at 1 am, "Detective a child star, Makisig Morales. 
Murdoch—Poor Tom is Cold,” is , canister design competion wil 
оп the apparent suicide of Mur- 500106 пате NEN КӨЗ 
аки. то come up with pattems and con- 
Other titles: Aug 18 at 7 рл, 5550 make ils fet was Чаа 
McBride: Anybody Here Mur. Б Ше 10,000 donation canisters 
that will raise funds to benefit KFC- 


ders Marty?” Aug. 19 at 9 p-m., 
Mystery Woman: Vision of Mur- = Batang Bayani Kapasigan Vilage. 
The culminating Big Help 


der" At 11 p.m., “Midsomer Mur- 
event is on Dec. 1. Log on to 


ders: Birds of Prey.” Aug. 20 at 1 
a.m., “Detective Murdoch—Un- иар, 


der the Dragon's Tail.” 
Tours 

‘Today at SM Mall of Asia, David 
Pomeranz performs 10 promote 
hisnew album, “Hold Tight.” 

Today “Pinoy Dream Acade- 
my" finds Yeng Constantino, Jay- 
R Siboc and Ronnie Liang per 
forming in Anaheim, California, 
with Luis Manzano and Makisig 
Morales. 


Movies on TV 

On HBO today at 6:30 a.m., “The 
Gospel.” Tomorrow at 11:30 am., 
"Bom on the Fourth of July" July 23 
at noon, “Backdraft.” July 24 at 
3:15 p.m, “War of the Worlds.” July 
27 at 7 рл. "Babe: Pig in the City” 

On Cinemax today-at 11 рл, 


Bamboo rocks Trinoma 

‘The Bamboo rock band, Реп- 
shoppes ambassadors of music 
and style, topbills Penshoppe's 
"Sounds of Style" show at the Ay- 
ala Trinoma Activity Center at 4 
pm. on July 22. The popular 
band is fronted by Chicosci and 
Stonefree, and joined by Myx VJ 
Search finalists 

‘The show celebrates the launch 
of Penshoppe's flagship store ас 
the metro’s newest, hippest mall. 

Bamboo's "Denshoppe's 
Sounds of Style" show will go on 
а campus tour in Cebu, Davao, 
Baguio апі Manila, Visit 
www penshoppe.com. 
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“The Last Boy Scout.” Tomorrow at 3 
pm., "Dog Day Afternoon.” July 23 
at 9:15 a.m., “Fire Down Below” Ju- 
ly 242t7 pm, ‘Absolute Power” Ju- 
Уу 25 at 3:25 pam, "Major Dundee." 
July 26 at 10 am., "Star Trek." July 
27 at 3:30 pm, "New Eden.” 
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reign supreme іп Zhang 
Yimou's stage epic 


By Behn Cervantes 


21 АМ AN ARDENT ADMIRER OF 

2 Zhang Yimou. His films are not only 

technically superior, his firm under- 
standing of Chinese literary traditions 
is likewise admirable. 

On our recent trip to China, when 
‘Ambassador Jesus Yabes instructed 
our tour guide, Tony Lin, to secure 
tickets for Consul General Alex Chua, 
himself and me while we were in ріс- 
turesque Guilin, 1 was more than elat- 
ed. 

‘The stage show, directed by Zhang 

2 Yimou, was supposed to be a spectacle 
‘performed right in the mouth of one of 
athe tributaries of the river Li. 


Creation 

We then drove to the scenic sight. 
What looked like a shore turned out to 
be a constructed stage filled with wa- 
tes, so spectacular sea scenes could be 
performed on it. The show was simply 
titled “Impressions.” Indeed, it was 
weak on the narrative lin, although it 
was supposed to be about the creation. 

‘Sof Guilin, 

12 Thelights went out, then hordes of cast 
members entered the stage. There must 
have been 500 in the cast! Then, a ballet 
number was performed on an elevated 


Promo Mochanice: 


“IMPRESSIONS. 
Breathtaking! 


stage—right in the middle of the pond. 

What appeared like ancient ships 
started to float across the pond to the 
oohs and ahhs of the stunned audience. 
The shows underlying message: You 
сате for spectacle, so spectacle you're 
going to get! 

In one scene, whole villages came 
alive. Then, seven mountain peaks 
were lit up! 

In another scene, water buffaloes 
trotted along the performing dikes. 
Hundreds of yards of red silk cloth be- 
came waves, walls and fire! The 
dances were continuous, and specta- 
cle followed spectacle—the next one 
more breathtaking than the last! 

Jes mentioned а Chinese business- 
man who was so impressed with the 
Yimou production that he suggested 
we conceive a similar production in 
‘Tagaytay. You're talking many millions 
of pesos here, 1 warned. 


Expensive 

Then, I reminded him that we don't 
even have “many, many millions” of 
middle-class Chinese who can afford 
to support such an expensive show 
night after night. 

Yimou not only has budget, manpow- 
er and government support going for 
him, he also has Chinese culture, di 
pline, heritage and patronage to sustain 
Such an epic production! 
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URDAY Special 


Best actresses’ portrayals 
set high standard for excellence 


By Nestor U. Torre 


AFTER WE RECENTLY CAME UP WITH 
our “more complete” list of best Filipino 
film actors, some readers asked us to do a 
‘companion listing of their female counter- 
pans. 

Since we aren't really into lists, we've 
decided to reply by citing some of our 
finest actresses’ best "signature" perfor- 
mances, the thespic work that established 
ог firmed up their reputation for coming 
up with exceptional portrayals, despite 
the local movie industry's strongly com- 
mercial bent and other limitations. 


Luminous characterization 

Rosa Rosal, we remember for her gut. 
sy portrayal in “Anak Dalita.” This raw 
performance was nicely counterpointed 
by her luminous characterization of the 
quintessential Filipino earth mother in 
"Biyaya ng Lupa." Decades later, Rosa 
gifted us with another memorable por- 
trayal asa grieving mother in "Sakada." 

Rosa is still very much with us, and we 
think its a crying shame that producers 
and directors aren't casting her in their 
more significant TV and film productions. 

Ditto for Tita Mufioz, whose finest TV. 
film work was in “Flight of the Sparrow’ 
“Lilet,” “Valencia Hilis,” —and in so many 
performances on "Balintataw" that a view- 
cer once suggested that the program be reti- 
ded "The Tita Muñoz Dramatic Hour"! 


ROSAL. Gutsy performance in “Anak 
Dalita.” 


In the theater, Tita was in a class all her 
own, combining talent, beauty, intensity 
and artistic insight to superlative degree in 
outstanding productions like the Rolando 
Tinio twinbill written for her, “Claudia and 
Her Mother" and “Its April, What Are We 
Doing Here?,” “Suddenly Last Summer” 
and “Sorry, Wrong Numbe 


Comedienne 

Some people may regard the late Nida 
Blanca as "just" a comedienne, but they 
are so very wrong. In the first place, 
there's nothing "just" about making peo- 
ple laugh, because its one of the most 
difficult feats a performer can pull off. 


азай 
MUNOZ. Talent, beauty, intensity and 
artistic insight. 


1n addition, Nida wasn't only a comedi- 
enne, she was also a singer, dancer, dramat- 
icactor and movie industry leader. Her “sig- 
nature” performance? There are so many 
fine portrayals, but өле that lingers glow- 
ingly in the memory is Nida's blithe song 
and dance number as a vendor of mosquito 
nets in one of her early movies. And her 
splitscreen dance number in a then experi- 
mental Octavio Silos production! 

Lolita Rodriguez? Thats easy: Her early 
“Jacken Jil” portrayal of a tomboy opposite 
Dolphys flaming fairy. Her exceptional 
thespic turn in “Lucia,” a TV movie for the 
ВВС. And as the retarded Kwala in "Tinim- 
bang Ka Ngunit Kulang”! 


Green honey analyzed 


SOMETIME AGO, A FRIEND GAVE US A 
bottle of green honey. She was excited 
about it and was raving about its great ef- 
fects. "Is this product genuine?,” we asked. 

The story given by its distributors is thata 
special bee locally called turong—gathers 
chlorophyll from green algae and combines 
this with nectar to produce green honey. 
Letter 

Recently; we received a letter from Dr. 
СА. Cervancia, head of the National Cen- 


ter for Excellence for Bee Research and 
Development, who explained the true na- 
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ture of the product. Her main points: 

1. The turong is not a bee but a wasp. 
Cervancia tells us, "Unlike bees, which have 
areceptacle for honey in their bodies, wasps 
are unable to collect and transfer it to their 
nests for storage. Since they're not known to 


у 
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consume algae, their production of green 
honey is even more unlikely. Strike one. 

2. Some people claim that green honey 
is found in the forests of Palawan, Thus, in- 
vestigators from UPLB went off searching 
for it in its natural environment. Cervancia 
discloses: "Investigations confirmed that it 
can't be found in nature!” Strike two. 


Pigments 

3. How did the honey become green? 
Chemical analysis indicates that green 
honey is adulterated with blue and yel- 
low pigments. Strike three. 
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THERE'S A SEASON FOREVER 
ACTIVITY UNDER HEAVEN: 
After along spell of weeping, itis 
time for Fr. Bossi to laugh, and 
laugh he does with gusto, sharing 
the moment in Malacafang (after 
meeting President Arroyo) with 
his compatriot, Italian 
Ambassador Rubens Anna Fedele, 
who's known to have tirelessly 
‘worked with the authorities for 
the priest's release. vation 
ы 
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*Emissary had free hand" 


Palace, AFP say they don't know of 'unique approach' 


By Christine О. Avendaño in Manila, Arlyn dela Cruz, Contributor 


and Julie 5. Alipala, Inquirer Mindanao 


"THE GOVERNMENT YESTERDAY WAS DISMISSIVE OF 
“the INQUIRER report that its agents had kidnapped family 


members of the leader of the 


group that abducted Fr. Gian- 


carlo Bossi to pressure him to release the priest. 


1 Armed Forces Chief of Staff Gen. 
Hermogenes Esperon Jr. said he was 
‘unaware that the government had re- 
sorted to such an action. “I really don’t 
"know anything about any family that 
was kidnapped,” he said in a phone in- 
terview. 

‘The source for the Saturday report of 


We have the p 


the Inquimer admitted that the sup- 
posed abduction of the kidnap leader's 
family was “basically improper.” 

“But it’s also the common technique 
used by some people in Lanao when 
kidnappers refuse to release their cap- 
tive,” he said. 

Basilan Rep. Wahab Akbar said he 


ower, 


says champion of women 


By Jocelyn R. Uy 


WORLD-RENOWNED HUMAN RIGHTS 
lawyer Hauwa Ibrahim was born with 
fire in her belly. 

She was only 12 when she ran away 
from an arranged marriage, got an edu- 
cation “by accident” and became the 
first woman lawyer in the poverty- 
stricken Northern Nigeria. [The ой rich 
Delta state is in Southern Nigeria) 

In a populous African country, girls 
preserve the honor of the family by 
marrying early so they would not risk 
bearing a child out of wedlock which, 
under striet Shari'a law, is adultery and 
punishable by stoning. 


But Ibrahim, (her first name, Hauwa, 
means Eve) risked becoming the dis- 
grace her mother was so afraid of by 
taking a different path that led her to 
‘work for the rights of oppressed women 
in her country. 

Known worldwide as a defender of 
women's rights, including successfully 
saving a woman from being publicly 
stoned to death for committing adul- 
tery, Ibrahim was in the country recent- 
lyon a three-day visit. 

"Women are the most powerful peo- 
ple on earth. Women make kings and 
presidents,” Ibrahim told the INQUIRER 
оп Wednesday. "I believe that we have 

WEHAVE AS 


Now it can be told: Ka Bel 


had used the same strategy in the past. 

But not anymore. "Different situations 
require different approaches, but 1 will no 
longer apply that kind of approach," һе 
said. 

Esperon said the колға should 
substantiate its Saturday report, which 
carried the account of the source privy 
to the negotiations for Boss's release. 

Another source yesterday told the In- 
quisa that the designation of Hajarun 
Jamiri, a former town mayor in Basilan, 
as the chief negotiator for Bossi's release 
һай the green light from Malacafiang. 

‘According to the source, who spoke 
оп condition of anonymity for security 
reasons, Jamiri was in effect the gov- 


ernments official emissary and nego- 
tiator who was given a free hand in 
coming up with a “unique approach” to 
solve the hostage crisis in the fastest 
and safest way possible, with a clear 
deadline—before President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo's State of the Nation Ad- 
dress on July 23. 

When asked if the kidnap-for-kidnap 
tactic was used, the source replied: “I 
inquired from my own source and he is 
not aware of it. It may just be some 
screen to hatch a make-believe story to 
divert the inquisitive mind of the public 
{from the ransom angle]. But it sounds 
good, though.” 

EMISSARY/AB 


THE PUNCHLINE in the story of Nigerian Hauwa Ibrahim, born to poverty, educated 
‘by accident" now relentless human rights lawyer, Б that she has ал Italian husband. ғғ 


planned ‘great escape’ 


By T] Burgonio 


IMAGINE CRISPIN "KA BEL’ BELTRAN 
donming a doctors white coat, complete 
with a stethoscope, in a ploy to get past the 
gaggle of guards posted outside his hospi- 

tal room and walk to freedom. 
The mild-mannered representative of 
the militant party-list group Anakpawis 
NOWITIAS 


Gov't gives MILF 
till today to turn over 
killers of 14 Marines, 


or else... 


AT HOME: Living the 
great outdoors indoor ina 
family weekend sanctuary 


By Vicente S. Labro 
Inquirer Visayas 


TACLOBAN CITY—THE MAJESTIC PHILIP- 
pine eagle is back in the forests of Leyte after 
it disappeared almost three decades ago. 

A joint team of experts from the academe 
and the Department of Environment and Nat- 
ша! Resources (DENR) regional office here 
has verified the existence of a pair of Philip- 
pine eagles in the mountains of Burauen, ап 
interior town located 76 km from Tacloban. 

Eulito Casas Jr, a professor at the Universi- 


in San Juan, Batangas 
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Villar will be Senate 
President, opposition 
senators concede 


NEWS / A4 


ty of the Philippines in the Visayas-Tacloban 
College (UPVTC) here, told the Inquinen that 
they saw the rare eagles during a verification 
trip to Burauen on July 12 and 13. 

On their first day, they caught glimpses of a 
single bird flying along the Marabong River, 
on the side of Mahagnao Volcano, Casas said. 

Using a pair of binoculars, they saw a pair 
of eagles soaring above the forest at around 
1:40 p.m. They were so excited, they failed 0 
take a photograph of the flying eagles. 

The following day, they again saw an eagle 
Ay bya couple of times. 


next Speaker 
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Parishioners 
cook spaghetti 
for return of 
beloved ‘Bigfoot’ 


By Julie S. Alipala 
Inquirer Mindanao 


ZAMBOANGA CITY—EXPECT SPAGHETTI 
to be cooked in many households in the 
town of Payao in Zamboanga Sibugay on Ju- 
ly 26, the day Italian missionary Giancarlo 
Bossi is expected to return to his parish. 

“A lot of parishioners volunteered to cook 
spaghetti because it’s Boss's favorite food," 
РОЗ Francisco Buhayan, president of the 
San Pablo Parish Pastoral Council, told the 
Iugummzn yesterday on the phone. 

Buhayan said he could not describe the 
parishioners’ happiness upon learning that 
Bossi, affectionately known as "Father Gi- 
ant” or “Bigfoot” among the locals, had been 
freed by his abductors. 

Bossi, 57, is dear to the people of Рауао 
and other parts of the Zamboanga peninsu- 
la, where he has spent almost three 
decades. 

He left Payao briefly in the 1990s, but de- 
cided to return to continue his work with 
the San Pablo Parish, which he helped estab- 
lish in the 1970s. 

On Friday, “I really cried. Tam a man, but. 
Ibecame emotional [because he was free],” 
Buhayan said, 

He said the people of Payao felt the same 
way: “Everyone here cried for him. We cried 
for his ordeal, his feelings for the killed sol- 
diers (in Albarka, Basilan]. And we also 

PARISHIONERS / AB 


RP eagle soars again over Leyte forest 


Casas said he believed it was the same bird 
seen at different places from different van- 
tage points. 

Тһе eagles, he said, had been sighted in the 
forests upstream of the Marabong River some 
6km from Barangay Cagbana, a mountain vil- 
lage that is 26 km away from the town proper 
of Burauen. 

Casas, who holds a doctorate degree in en- 
vironmental science from the University of 
the Philippines in Los Baños, is the project 
leader of the UPVTC Philippine Eagle Re- 
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De Venecia agrees 
to secret ballot to pick 
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Give up suspects today, or else ... 


Police action imminent if MILF doesn’t surrender Marines’ killers 


By Alcuin Papa and Christine О. Avendaño 


THE SEPARATIST MORO ISLAMIC LIBERATION 
Front (MILF) must surrender those behind the 
gruesome killing of 14 Marines or face a military 
offensive, the government said yesterday. 


petrators are. They should tum 
over these individuals to us,” Gon- 
zales sai. 

Those on the list who are not 
members of the MILF will be hunt- 
ed down, he said. 

Defense Undersecretary Ricar- 
до Blancaflor said some people on 
the list had standing warrants for 
their arrest. 

‘Once captured, the suspects will 
be tumed over to the police and 
murder cases will be filed against 
them, he said. 


said. 


Acting Defense Secretary Nor- 
berto Gonzales and Armed Forces 
Chief of Staff Gen. Hermogenes 
Esperon gave the Moro rebels until 
today, Sunday, to surrender those 
involved in the fatal ambush on 
the island of Basilan on July 10 

‘The Cabinet's national security 
group had given the go-ahead to 
the plan for "imminent police ac- 
tion” against the perpetrators, said 
Gonzales, who is also the national 
security adviser. 

MILF rebels, allegedly assisted 
by the al-Qaida-linked Abu Sayyaf 


extremist group, ambushed the 
Marines while the troops were 
searching for Italian priest Gian- 
carlo Bossi who was kidnapped on 
June 10. Ten of the Marines were 
beheaded. 

Bossi, who was released on 
Thursday said he was never in 
Basilan during his captivity 

Gonzales and Esperon said the 
authorities had a list of suspects. 
Esperon said there were around 
20 individuals on the list, but did 
not reveal the names. 

“The MILF knows who the per- 


No all-out war 

Gonzales stressed, however, 
that the government was not 
declaring an all-out war against 
the MILE with which it is in the 
process of negotiating peace. 

“We remain committed to the 
peace process. We don't want the 
peace process sabotaged but I 


АО 


think the whole world under- 
stands that the barbarism that 
happened in Basilan cannot be al- 
lowed to just be forgotten,” he 


The killers are being pursued in 
accordance with the law and hu- 
man rights, he said. 

“These people mutilated our 
soldiers, we have laws to that ef- 
fect...they have to answer to our 
laws. There are no exceptions to 
this," he said. 

Esperon said an all-out war 
would be a “last resort.” 

“After punitive police actions, 
ме can still go into limited objec- 
tive operations, meaning that if we 
hit some camps, it will be just 
some particular camps and partic- 
Шаг units which may not be justin. 
Basilan,” he said, 

President Macapagal-Arroyo is 
sending members of her crack 
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ings,” said Esperon. 


Palace guard off 


cafiang grounds. 


Capt. Danilo Guzman. 


honor our country.” 


ШУ agrees 


Palace guard, the Presidential Se- 
curity Group (PSG), to join the 
military and police team that is go- 
ing after the Basilan attackers. 
“Тһе President is really angry 
and outraged about the behead- 


Yesterday, Ms Arroyo, wearing a 
crimson red outfit, sent off a 65- 
member Marine contingent of the 
PSG in ceremonies on the Mala- 


“You are our heroes. Sustain 
democracy. Put an end to terror- 
ism,” were Ms Arroyo's marching 
orders in Filipino to the 93rd Ma- 
rine Security Company led by 


Оп hearing her orders, Guzman 
exhorted his men to “fight for the 


The troops, in full battle gear, 


then saluted their Commander in 
Chief, boarded Army trucks and 
set off for Basilan. 

PSG chief Brig. беп. Romeo 
Prestoza said the PSG contingent 
маз composed of battle-tested vet- 
erans who had been with the PSG 
the past five years. They will be de- 
ployed in Basilan for 45 10 60 
days. 

"Many of those who become 
members of the PSG have much 
combat experience," he said. 

An unnamed MILF spokesper- 
son said the "entire command was 
оп high alert" in anticipation of 
another “all-out” war with the 
government, according to the 
group's website luwarancom. 

With reports from Norman Bor- 
dadora, Metro Manila; Nash 
Maulana, Edwin Fernandez and 
Jeoffrey Майет, Inquirer Min- 
danao, and AFP 


to secret 


ballot to pick Speaker 


PANGASINAN REP JOSE DE VENECIA 
agreed on Saturday to a secret balloting by 
the majority coalition in a caucus scheduled 
at Malacafiang today to pick the next Speaker 
of the House. 

De Venecia said he agreed to the secret ballot 
ing only in a majority caucus 

President Macapagal-Arroyo had invited both 
De Venecia, president of Lakas-CMD, and his 
coalition rival, Cebu Rep. Pablo Garcia of Kampi, 
to settle once and for ай the issue of who should 
be the next Speaker. 

"The President is the national chair of Lakas- 
CMD and the titular head of Kampi. 

De Venecia thanked the President for calling 
the caucus on the eve of the opening of the 14th 
Congress, 


Bitter rivalry 

The race forthe speakership has been marred 
by bitter rivalry between De Venecia, who is bid- 
ding for an unprecedented fifth term, and Gar- 
cia, a former governor of Cebu. 

De Venecia said he offered Garcia and his 
backers several opportunities to hold the secret 
ballot, the first time on July 2, again on July 14 
and the last time on Saturday. Each time, the 
Garcia camp failed to show up, he said. 

"The two opposing camps held separate meet- 
ings yesterday in Makati hotels. Garcia and his 
allies were holed up at the Dusit Hotel while De 
Venecias camp met at the nearby Shangri-La, 

Looking confident of bagging the speaker- 
ship, De Venecia said: “Weve decided to take the 
high moral ground and yield to the request of 
the Garcia group.” 

De Venecia had wanted the election for 


speaker done viva voce while Garcia preferred а 
secret ballot. 

Earlier, De Venecia’s supporters said a secret 
ballot in plenary to elect the Speaker was "un- 
constitutional since it violates the principle of 
representation" and the people the congressmen 
represent should know how their representa- 
tives voted in Congress. 

Sorsogon Rep. Jose Solis said yesterday the 
speakership fight was all but over in favor of 
Garcia after today's administration caucus in 
Malacañang. 


Flawed proposal 

“The De Venecia caucus yesterday was obvi- 
ously snubbed by the congressmen whose sup- 
port he claimed he has. That is why he is now 
saying that he is agreeing the secret ballot 
should be conducted іп Malacañang,” Solis said. 

‘The Bicolano lawmaker pointed out that De 
Venecia's proposal was flawed since it would ex- 
clude minority congressmen from the selection 
process, aside from the fact that it would be im- 
possible to notify congressmen about the Mala- 
cañang caucus for lack of time. 

“The Speaker should be the Speaker of the 
entire house and not just of majority congress- 
men," Solis said. 

He also questioned the holding of a caucus in 
Malacafiang, saying the executive branch 
should be insulated from a process thatis purely 
for the legislative branch of government to de- 
cide. 

“The President has already stated that she is 
staying neutral in the speakership contest, there- 
by this proposal of De Venecia is illogical,” he 
said. 


GMA can deliver Sona 
sans Speaker-Salonga 


By Norman Bordadora 


PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYO CAN DE- 
liver her State of the Nation Address at the 
opening of the 14th Congress even if the 
House of Representatives has not elected a 
new Speaker, former Senate President Jovito 
Salonga and Nueva Vizcaya Rep. Carlos Padil- 
Ja said yesterday. 

Salonga, one of the country’s eminent 
lawyers and constitutionalists, said the secre- 
tary general of the House may take the place 
ofthe yet-to-be-elected Speaker in welcoming 
the President to the House to address the two 
chambers of Congress and the country. 

“In the event that a Speaker is not elected 
in time for the state of the nation address, the 
secretary general make take his place,” Salon- 
ga said. 

Padilla, on the other hand, said the Consti- 
tution guarantees the delivery of the state of 
the nation address by the President at the 
opening of Congress, 

“The Constitution itself says the rules of the 
House may be changed to suit the circum- 
stances,” said Padilla, the minority floor lead- 
er in the 12th Congress. 

‘The majority coalition remained deadlock 
over who should be Speaker. The post is being 
bitterly contested by Pangasinan Rep. Jose de 
Venecia and Cebu Rep, Pablo Garcia. (See sto- 
ry above) 


Cagayan de Oro Rep. Rufus Rodriguez, а 
colleague of Padilla's in the opposition, said оп. 
Friday that the rules of the House called for the 
chamber, after having elected the Speaker, sec- 
retary general and sergeant at arms, to issue a. 
resolution informing the Senate that it was 
prepared to receive the President. 

Rodriguez said that without an organized 
House leadership, there would be no such res- 
olution, 

“Тһе House can make the necessary provi- 
sions (for the Sona to continue),” Padilla 
said. 

“As I earlier said, the House can designate a 
congressman to join the President on the ros- 
trum," he said. 

Members of the opposition on Friday called 
оп the President's allies to get their acts to- 
gether before the opening of Congress on 
Monday. 

Parafiaque Rep. Roilo Golez said the debate 
on whether there should be a secret vote to 
decide on the Speaker might take so much 
time that there would not be an elected 
Speaker in time for the state of the nation ad- 
dress at 4 p.m. 

De Venecia's camp wants an open voting 
while Garcia's group is proposing a secret bal- 
loting. 

“Whoever wins on the issue of secret ballot- 
ing will be the one who will win the speaker: 
ship,” Padilla said. 
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Villar will be Senate chief, opposition concedes 
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By Dona Pazzibugan 


А MEMBER OF THE EIGHT.PER- 
son opposition bloc in the Senate. 
has conceded the chamber presi- 
dency to Manuel Villar. 

“Based on the information I have, 
Senator Vilar will be the Senate 
President because he has the num- 
bers,” said Sen. Rodolfo Biazon, who 
‘vowed to remain in the opposition. 

Opposition Sen. Panfilo Lacson 
said the bloc will hold another 
caucus today, the eve of the for- 
mal opening of the 14th Congress 
оп July 23 when the Senate and 
the House of Representatives 
elect their respective leaders. 

“On July 23, we will see who 


Trillanes IV—will form the Sen- 
ate minority bloc. 

Lacson and Escudero exchanged 
political jabs yesterday after Lacson 
called Escudero, Villar, Estrada and 
Cayetano "political mongrels” for 
joining the majority bloc. 


Acting as spoiler 

Escudero said Lacson was once 
again acting the spoiler "very 
much like what he did to Fernan- 
do Poe Jr. and the opposition in 
2004," when Lacson mounted his 
own presidential bid and ran 
against the late movie star. 

"We welcomed him in the United 
Opposition and in the Genuine Op- 
position led by (former President 
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the true opposition is and who 
claims to be opposition," he said. 
Itis the first time that Senate op- 
position members will be meeting 
again after earlier attempts to form 
а united bloc and wrest control of 
the Senate leadership fell through, 


Bitterly divided 

‘The opposition, which won ma- 
jority of the contested seats in the 
May elections, has been bitterly 
divided over the issue of who 
should be the Senate leader—Vil- 
lar or Sen. Aquilino Pimentel Jr. 

Villar, who despite being an op- 
positionist is being supported by 
eight administration senators in 
his bid, was able to secure the 
votes of opposition Senators Jing- 
goy Estrada, Francis Escudero 
and Alan Peter Cayetano. 

With the eight administration 
senators—Juan Ponce Enrile, Edgar- 
do Angara, Joker Arroyo, Miriam. 
Defensor-Sentiago, Richard Gordon, 
Pia Cayetano, Ramon "Bong" Revilla 
Jr and Шо Lapid and two indepen- 
dent senators Francis Pangilinan 
and Gregorio Honasan—Villar will 
have at least 14 votes under his belt. 

Another administration senator, 
Juan Miguel Zubiri, was only re- 
cently proclaimed as the 12th win- 
ner in the May 14 senatorial polls. 

The remaining eight senators 
in the opposition—Pimentel, Bia- 
топ, Lacson, Manuel Roxas Il, 
Jamby Madrigal, Loren Legarda, 
Benigno Aquino III and Antonio 


Joseph Estrada) but he badmouths 
even Erap and Jinggoy,” said Escud- 
ero, who was Poes spokesperson. 
during the 2004 elections. 

"He is again destroying and di- 
viding the opposition just because 
he does not get his way. We will 
not allow him to do that again to 
the opposition,” Escudero said. 

Estrada, Escudero and Cayetano 
said they were not invited to the 
opposition caucus today. 

Villar, meanwhile, stayed out 
of the country the past two weeks 
while the internal war within the 
opposition raged. 

Estrada, Escudero апі 
Cayetano have told Villar that the 
major committees, particularly 
the blue ribbon committee, should 
go to an opposition senator. 

Estrada is reportedly eyeing 
the Senate president pro tempore 
post, the second highest position 
inthe body. 

‘The Senate opposition is also di- 
vided on the issue of whether to at- 
tend President Macapagal-Arroyo's 
State of the Nation Address before a 
joint session of Congress on Monday. 

Pimentel, Lacson and Estrada, 
who have boycotted the Sona the 
past several years, said they 
‘would not attend, 

“It’s just lies, lies, lies," said 
Estrada, the son of the deposed 
and jailed ex-President. 

Blazon, Roxas, Legarda, Alan 
Cayetano and Escudero have said 
they will attend. 


THE DAILY GOSPEL 


Sunday, July 22, 2007 

16th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
1st Reading: Genesis 18:1-10 
Lord, do not go on past your servant. 

Yahweh appeared to Abraham near the oak of Mamre, Abraham 
was sitting at the entrance to his tent, in the heat of the day, when he 
looked up and saw three men standing nearby. When he saw them ће 
тап from the entrance of the tent to meet them, Не bowed to the 
ground and said, "My Lord, if I have found favor in your sight, do not 
pass your servant by. Let а little water be brought, Wash your feet and 
then rest under ће trees. [shall fetch some bread so that you can be re- 
freshed and continue on your way, since you have come to your ser- 
vant. They then said, "Do as you say" Abraham hurried into the tent to 
Sarah and said to her, “Quick, take three measures of flour, knead it 
and make cakes." 

Abraham then ran to the herd, took a fine, tender calf, gave it to the 
servant who hurried to prepare it. He took butter and milk and togeth- 
er with the calf he had prepared laid it all before them. And while he 
remained standing, they ate, They then asked, "Where is Sarah, your 
wife?" Abraham answered, "She is in the tent." And the visitor said, "At 
this same time next year I will return and Sarah by then will have a 
son.” 
2nd Reading: 

The mystery manifested to his holy ones. 

‘Atpresent{ rejoice when I suffer for you; I complete in my own flesh 
what is lacking in the sufferings of Christ for the sake of his body, 
which is the Church. For I am serving the Church since God entrusted 
to me the ministry to make ће word of God fully known. I mean that 
mysterious plan that for centuries and generations remained secret, 
and which God has now revealed to his holy ones. 

God willed to make known to them the riches and even the Glory 
that his mysterious plan reserved for the pagan nations: Christ is in 
‘you and you may hope God's Glory. 

"This Christ we preach. We warn and teach everyone true wisdom, 
aiming to make everyone perfect in Christ. 

Gospel: Luke 10:38-42 

Martha and Mary. 

As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he entered a village 
anda woman called Martha welcomed him to her house. She had a sis- 
ter named Mary who sat down at the Lord's feet to listen to his words. 
Martha, meanwhile, was busy with all the serving and finally she said, 
"Lord, don't you care that my sister has left me to do all the serving?" 

But the Lord answered, "Martha, Martha, you worry and are trou- 
bled about many things, whereas only one thing is needed. Mary has 
chosen the better part, and it will not be taken away from her" 
Commentary 

Holy. He seeks to welcome them, wash their feet, feed them, and give 
them hospitality as they rest in the desert. He has the best prepared for 
them. And as they eat, they ask after Sarah, his wife. He indicates that his 
wife is there and so that she can hear, they tll them that they will have a 
son. The promise given is coming to birth. 

Our ancestors in faith waited and hoped, and struggled with the Word 
of God. We too must struggle with our share of the burden of ће Gospel, 
filling up what is lacking in the sufferings of Christ. We must seek to make 
‘known to all the world the mystery that we know in our bodies. we pro- 
claim Christ, ісін Christ crucified and risen. Jesus is welcomed into the 
home of Mary and Martha (and Lazarus). Martha tends to his needs (as 
did Abraham and Sarah) and Mary sits at his feet, listening to his words. 
‘Martha wants help from Mary, but Jesus defends Mary who listens/obeys 
the Word, [These are the last lines ofthe chapter with the story of the 
Good Samaritan and the lawyer immediately preceding it. This piece can- 
mot be understood without that one-"only one thing is needed.” "Mary has 
chosen the better part follows upon the Good Samaritan taking care of 
the man left for dead in the ditch. The better part, the one thing needed, is 
to attend to those who are left for dead-as Jesus will be-and to se the face 
of God in one's enemy. АП else pales in comparison.) 


Colossians 1:24-28 
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‘Police hunt fellow cops FEELS 
in kidnap, robbery gang i 


be 
4 ByAlcuin Papa pects were members of a robbery, 


POLICE IN SOUTHERN TAGALOG pate ae сар : ath e AUTO LO A N 4 


have launched а manhunt for зік guna, Batangas and the National 
policemen suspected of being Capital Region. = e. 
embers ofa robbery and kidnap Тһе gang, hesaid, has been oper- W. ith F RE E с as І u 
, gang operatingin the region. | ating fortwo year and is on the АХА. 
Chief Insp. Jess Kabigting of the wanted list of the National Bureau i ы 
‚ Regional Special Operations Group of Investigation. 
XL (RSOG) identified the suspects аз Шалап, Advinaila and Тел» 
"i Police Officers 2 Ronald Digman were positively identified by their vic- 
"land EricAdvincula; Police Officers tims and have been charged with rob- 
Diego Tagros, Marcelo Ochave and bery and kidnap orransom before the 
ņa Lobell Cabagay and their leader Cavite provincial prosecutors fice. 
" PO2 Billy Anciro. "The manhunt was an offshoot of 
1 We are conducting pursuit oper- the arrest on July 17 of wo of the 
t ations against them and we are group's civilian сойоп identified as 
„scouring known hideouts in the Marjun Macam and Eliza Baluyut. 
"У Southern Tagalog region,” Kebigt- Тһе two were nabbed in апел. 
ing said. trapment operation after they met 
"ie said that Anciro was a mem- with kidnap victim Rafael Sanchez 
ber of the Philippine Drug Enforce- in Cavite. 
2 ment Agency whe Ше otherswere Те two had asked Sanchez, 
Hh members of PNP Region 4A Head- who was earlier abducted by the 
Quarters Support Services Group group but who was released after 
oy Who had gone Awol (absent мій. paying а P100,000 ransom, to buy 
out official leave). Baci his cellphone which was taken 
"` According to Kabigting, the sus- бот him when he was abducted. 
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FIGHTING FORM: Crispin Beltran kept fit during his 14-month detention at the Philippine 
Heart Center. He says he's become healthier as he had time to exercise regularly. 


‘NANA TORIALBNCONTRBUTOR 


Now it can be told: Ka Bel . 


from page Al 


came quite close to doing it, the thought of es- 
саре having crossed his mind а number of 
times during his 14-month confinement at the 
Philippine Heart Center in Quezon City under 
heavy police guard. 

‘The idea began to acquire urgency when 
the legal chances to have the rebellion case 
against him dismissed became slimmer by the 
day. 

Beltran, 74, played the plan in his mind as 
he skipped rope, did pushups and situps, and 

red with his shadow in his room—against 
his doctor's advice. He wanted to be fit when. 
the opportunity presented itself. 

thought of disguising myself as a doctor," 
he said, chuckling, in an interview. "I had in 
my stash a faded doctor's coat that had been 
thrown away. I even had two nurses’ uni- 
forms. 1 thought that if I escaped, І could 
bring two ‘nurses’ along with me.” 

The extra prop—the stethoscope—was 
provided by his daughter. 

Using a warrant for a 1985 sedition case, 
police arrested Beltran as he was leaving the 
family home in San Jose del Monte, Bulacan, 
оп Feb. 25, 2006, a day after President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo declared a state of emergency. 

He was detained at the Philippine National 
Police headquarters in Camp Crame and was 
moved to the state-run hospital exactly two 
‘months later for treatment of hypertension, 
diabetes and chronic anemia—of course, un- 
der heavy guard 

‘The government subsequently filed rebel- 
lion charges against him and five other mili- 
tant party-list lawmakers—Bayan Мипаз 
Satur Ocampo, Teodoro Casifio and Joel Vi- 
табог, Gabriela's Liza Maza, and Anakpawis" 
Rafael Mariano—for purported involvement 
in a Right-Left plot to oust Ms Arroyo. 


Been there, done that 

Continued hospital detention became par- 
ticularly galling for Beltran late in April, when 
Malacafiang declared that it would allow his 
release but did not file а comment when his 
lawyer Romeo Capulong petitioned the 
Supreme Court to order his release on bail. 

(After a dialogue with delegates from the 
Inter-Parliamentary Union, National Security 
‘Adviser Norberto Gonzales instructed Capu- 
long to file the petition, according to Bel- 
tran.) 

“When Romy told me that there were only 
three left who could order my release—Gloria 
[Macapagal-Arroyo], Gloria and [AFP chief 
Gen. Hermogenes] Esperon together, or the 
US [government], I thought, "Thats it. Its 
time for me to escape,” he told Inquinen edi- 
tors and reporters on Wednesday night. 

Tt was then that Beltran thought of making 
arun for it. 

“My wife said that given my physical condi- 
tion, it would be suicide. I reasoned that Туе 
been there and done that. She retorted that I 
wasn't young anymore. But! never gave upon 
the idea,” he said. 

“Thankfully, on June 1 the Supreme Court dis- 
missed the rebellion case against Beltran and 
the five others for lack of sufficient evidence. 

‘The high court affirmed its decision on July 
10, and on that same day, the Makati court 


hearing the case ordered Beltran's release. 

“1 felt relieved,” Beltran said. "That day 
(June 1), I had all my belongings sent home, 
except the clothes Iwas wearing and a pen." 

‘With Anakpawis winning one seat in the 
Мау 14 party-list elections, Beltran is poised 
to starta fresh term at the House of Represen- 
tatives 


Reading and writing 

In his hospita oom, Beltran occupied him- 
self bj reading books and political writings. 
He ар kept a journal, writing down his expe- 
rience from his boyhood to his days as а 
guerrilla fighter in the 1940s, a trade unionist 
starting in the mid-1950s, and a lawmaker. 
(He a hisstaff plan to come out with a book 
on hislife based on his journal.) 

As | boy in Bacacay, Albay, Beltran, hiding 
in the ceiling of a public school, witnessed 
Japanese soldiers torturing and beheading his 
neighbors by the river. 

"T was like dreaming when 1 recalled these 
experiences, They brought tears to my eyes," 
hesaid. 

The lawmaker also watched CDs of 
wrestling fights and Manny Pacquiao's boxing 
bouts. 

His favorite show on local TV was “Asian 
Treasures,” ап adventure series starring 
Robin Padilla and Angel Locsin, 

"fts fiction, but it has entertainment value. 
Politically, there's Gabriela," he said of the 
character played by Locsin, a niece of Вауап 
Muna legal counsel Neri Colmenares. 

Beltran also discovered a “source of enter- 
tainment” in the stories told him by the hospi- 
tal nurses and staff, and even by his guards 
from the PNP's Criminal Investigation and 
Detection Group, who often consulted him re- 
garding their personal problems. 

‘Among his visitors were his colleagues in 
the House, as well as poor people who came 
seeking help for their children confined at the 
same hospital. 

“The guards would tell them that I was up 
there in my room, and that they could come 
visit me any time because 1 was good-na- 
tured,” he said. 


A day in the life 

‘Atypical day at the hospital for Beltran be- 
gan with him rising at 4:30 or 5 алп, having a 
spartan’ breakfast of oatmeal, reading the 
newspapers, and then changing into proper 
clothes for his exercises. 

"Td take jabs at the backrest of the sofa 
thinking I was hitting Raul Gonzalez and Nor- 
berto Gonzales,” he said, grinning, referring 
to the justice secretary and national security 
adviser. 

“1 felt better after that; it reduced the ten- 
sion,” he said. “If you can call it a blessing, 1 
think got healthier at the hospital.” 

Now that he's free, Beltran looks forward to 
tendinga vegetable patch in an idle lot across 
from his home in San Jose del Monte, which 
hestarted cultivating years ago. 

“1 used to go there on weekends after а 
back-breaking schedule at the House. Its а 
good substitute,” he said. 

He didn't say it, but he must have also beeri 
hankering for that green patch when he 
dreamed up his escape plan. 
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We have the power, says 
champion of women 


Frompage Al 


power and we need to use it.” 

In 2005, Ibrahim's using her power 
to promote women’s rights in Nigeria 
was recognized on a global scale 
when she was awarded the European 
Parliament's то prestigious 
Sakharov Prize. 

Ibrahim shared the prize with the 
Cuban protest group "Damas de Blan- 
со” (Women in White) and Reporters 
Without Borders, ап organization 
that campaigns worldwide for free- 
dom of the press. 

Named after a Russian dissident, 
the Sakharov Prize recognizes 
achievements in the field of human 
rights, protecting minorities, defense 
of international cooperation or the 
development of democracy and the 
rule of law. 

Czech reformer Alexander Dubcek, 
South African civil rights leader Nel- 
son Mandela and UN Secretary Gen- 
eral Kofi Annan are previous recipi- 
ents of the prize, which was first 
awarded in 1988. 


Education by accident 

“Му strong sense of [protecting the 
oppressed] flows from inside my bel- 
1у. My first emotion when I see injus- 
tice isto know what! can do about it,” 
said the 40-year-old lawyer, who was 
in the country asa “traveling resource 
person” of the Young Presidents’ Or- 
ganization (YPO). 

The YPO is a network of leaders 
from 75 nations committed to sharing. 
their individual and collective re- 
sources for global peace, security and 
freedom. 

Growing up in a village in Nigeria, 
Ibrahim dreamt of finishing school. 
But it was never her plan to become а 
lawyer and be recognized for it. 

“I became educated by accident 
and a human rights lawyer by acci- 
dent. It has something to do with 
where I come from," she said. 


Growing up poor 

In the village where Ibrahim grew 
up, there was hardly any electricity, 
potable water and money for three 
square meals a day. Despite poverty, 
she didn’t think life was unfair, she 
said. 

‘Most of her childhood was spent in 
the streets hawking vegetables, man- 
goes, bananas or whatever fruit was 
in season to save money to be used to 
bring to her husband who had been 
chosen by her parents. 

A few days before her wedding, she 
told her mother that she wanted an 
education, not a husband. But her 
mother discouraged her dream afraid 
she would bring shame to the family. 

Ibrahim remembered the money 
she had been saving which was 
buried under a tree. She dug up the 
толеу, which was supposed to buy 
pots and pans for use during her mar- 
ried life, and used it to pay for the 
transportation to the local boarding 
school, where education was offered 
free, she said. 

‘After а month, she returned home 
but her mother refused to take her 
back. It was only two years ago after 
receiving the Sakharov that her 
mother after watching her on the vil- 
lage TV that she called her daughter 
to say that she seemed to be doing 
fine. 

А kind uncle took her in until she. 
finished high school. Later, she at- 
tended the local University of Jos and 
eventually, went to law school. 

“All my classmates in my remedial 
class wanted to take it up. There was 
tight competition among us so I did 
too even if 1 didn't know what law 
meant and how a lawyer looked like," 
she shared. 


Controversy 
Practicing law since 1999, Ibrahim 
served as defense counsel on 47 pro 


RP eagle soars again over Leyte forest 


IBRAHIM: Even Osama bin Laden can be dialogued with. 


bono cases challenging the Shari'a 
Там, which largely involved women 
accused of adultery and sentenced to 
either caning or death by stoning 

She also took in cases of young 
children sentenced to amputation for 
offenses like stealing cattle. 

But what exposed her to the pub- 
lic eye—and to hostility from the Is- 
lamic fundamentalists—was the 
case of 30-year-old Amina Lawal, 
who was sentenced to stoning for 
having a child out of wedlock, a vio- 
lation of the Shari'a law or strict Is- 
lamic law. 

Lawal would have been the first 
woman stoned to death in Nigeria 
since 12 northern Nigeria states be- 
gan adopting the Shari'a law in 1999. 

Ibrahim handled Lawals appeal 
and the court overturned the ruling in 
September 2003. The course of the 
case, however, was not easy. 


Mullahs 

‘One thing she needed to hurdle ас 
that time was the ire of the local mul- 
ahs. 

In one BBC radio interview, 
Ibrahim inadvertently offended the 
mullahs by saying that stoning some- 
oneto death was not in the Koran. 

‘The religious leaders decided that 
Ibrahim, an *anti-Sharfa and апат” 
should be “kept out of the system." 

She was scared in the beginning 
but decided to see the mullahs in а 
mosque to win their understanding. 
There was a chair for her to sit on fac- 
ing a panel of mullahs. But she sat on 
the floor telling them she was not 
worthy to be on the same level as the 
mullahs, 

Seeking their wisdom, she told 
them that she was a “foolish lawyer,” 
that she wanted to handle the cases of 
women sentenced by the Shari'a 
court but didn't know how to do it. 


Winning the mullahs 

‘The long visit ended in her favor, 
with the mullahs taking photocopies 
of the cases she had brought and 
making a promise that they will not 
openly support her cause nor will 
they publicly oppose her. 


From page Al 


search Project that has been fund- 
ed by the Office of the Vice Chan- 
cellor for Research and Exten- 
sion. 

The one-year project aims to 
provide updated, comprehensive 
and reliable information on the 
ecological status and to give rec- 
ommendations for the conserva- 
tion and management. of the 
Philippine eagle in the region. 

Casas said their project started 
last June with a trip to Taft, East- 
ern Samar, but they failed to see 
the national bird there. 


The trip to Burauen was their + 


second attempt to find the Philip- 
pine eagle, he said. Burauen vil- 


lagers had reported and given 
testimonies that they had seen 
birds in their areas that looked 
like the Philippine eagle. 


Mating? 

Casas disclosed that they 
would also go to other places in 
Leyte and Samar to verify report- 
ed sightings of the elusive bird. 

Casas team is closely working 
with the DENR-8's Regional Eagle 
‘Watch Team led by Arnulito Vio- 
jan, team leader of the REWT and 
Marcelo Macanda, team leader of 
the Wildlife Management бес» 
tion, DENR-8. 

Viojan, an expert in searching 
and identifying Philippine eagles, 
verified that what they saw in Bu- 


rauen were Philippine eagles, 
based on their physical features 
and flying characteristics. 

He said the pair of Philippine 
eagles could have been mating. 


Last reported sighting 
According to Viojan, the last re- 
ported sighting of a Philippine ea- 
gle in Leyte was in 1978, when Dr. 
Robert 5. Kennedy of the Harvard 
Museum of Natural History in 
Boston saw a Philippine eagle 
perched on a tall tree near the Bi- 
nahaan River in October that year. 
He said Burauen was one of the 
areas where sightings of birds be- 
lieved to be Philippine eagles had 
been reported to the REWT. 
‘Leyte and Samar, both in East- 


ern Visayas, together with Min- 
danao and Luzon, are the natural. 
habitats of the Philippine eagle, 
formerly known as the monkey- 
eating eagle. 

Hunting and the rapid destruc- 
tion of its habitat have resulted in 
the decline of the eagles’ popula- 
tion since ће 19605. 


Critically endangered 

The Philippine eagle (Pithe- 
cophaga jefferyi), the country’s 
national bird, has been listed as 
critically endangered by the In- 
ternational Union for the Conser- 
vation of Nature (IUCN) because 
ofits “extremely small, declining 
population.” 

According to Viojan, the first 


sighting of the Philippine eagle in 
Eastern Visayas that was con- 
firmed by their eagle watch team 
was at Mt. Nahulopan in Taft, 
Eastern Samar, in 1998. 

Then in 1999, they also con- 
firmed the sightings of two adult 
Philippine eagles on Mt. Huraw 
in San Jose de Buan, Samar, and 
in a forested area along an old 
logging road in Maslog, Eastern 
Samar. 

In 2001, they confirmed the 
existence of two more adult ea- 
gles on Mt. Lublub, in an area 
near the boundary of Taft and Su- 
at towns, both in Eastern Samar, 


National bird 
‘Then in 2003, an adult Philip- 


“Our fight and our arguments have 
always been within Islamic Shari'a. 
but our strength is the ability to walk 
with the fundamentalists and Islamic 
extremists," Ibrahim said. 

In Paris to receive another award, 
she was also able to dialogue with a 
protesting group of Muslims, who like 
the mullahs back home, repulsed her 
lawyering for the convicted women. 

"Т explained to them the context of 
the cases I was doing. I made it clear 
to them that Lam not anti-Islam or an- 
ti-Sharîa. 1 just think that we cannot 
allow injustice among women,” she 
said. 


Time to heal 

Ibrahim, herself, is no stranger to 
the brutality of a male-dominated so- 
ciety. 

Her oppressor was her first hus- 
band, who beat her so badly, she dis- 
located her right leg. After she was 
discharged from the hospital, she left 
him. 

Later, she met an Italian while in 
university. They have been married 
15 years and have two sons. 

Ibrahim revealed that because of 
her traumatic first marriage, she and 
her Italian husband did not consum- 
mate their marriage for three years. 

“1 only offered him friendship. He 
was very kind enough to allow me [to 
heal],” she said. 

‘She dreams that in the future, 
when she makes the rounds of prisons 
in Nigeria, there won't be the likes of 
‘Amina Lawal waiting for a cruel 
death. 

Ibrahim said she was working on 
another dream: To raise $5 million 
for a school that will ensure that 
young girls in Nigeria will not be mar- 
ried aff at 12, which is, sadly, still the 
traditional age for marriage, 

“| hope one day somebody, some- 
where in the world will believe in me 
and invest in my passion,” she 
wished. 

The dream looks doable. She 
was recently featured in “O,” the 
magazine of Oprah Winfrey, the 
billionaire TV star whose passion 
is education. 


pine eagle was seen оп Mt. Capo- 
toan in las Navas, Northern 
Samar, 

Viojan said that in recent years, 
they received reports of sightings 
of the rare bird in other places in 
‘Samar and Leyte. 

‘The Philippine eagle became 
the country’s national bird іп 
1995 by virtue of Proclamation 
No. 615 issued by President Fidel 
М Ramos that year, 

Оп July 31, 1999, President 
Joseph Estrada’ signed Proclama- 
tion No, 155 establishing the 3,720- 
hectare Taft Forest Wildlife (Philip- 
pine Eagle) Sanctuary in Samar Is- 
land, which includes Mt, Nahu- 
Торап where the adult eagles and 
their eaglets were seen in 1998, 
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journalist; 76 — [5 ES RE 
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JOURNALIST AND FORMER PRESS SECRETARY 
Jesus es" C. Sison died at home yesterday after 
suffering cardiac arrest. He was 76. 

Sison had just been released from the hos- 
pital after а week-long confinement for high 
fever. 

In conveying its condolences to Sison's 
family, Malacafiang said Sison would be re- 
membered “for his columns and writings and 
service to the nation.” 

“Ап icon to several of his peers, his death 
marks the passing of a great journalist and а 
great friend to many" Press Secretary Ignacio 
Bunye said in a statement. 

“President Arroyo and the entire Office of 
the Press Secretary family join the members 
of media and his countless readers in extend- 
ing our sympathies to his bereaved loved 
ones,” Bunye said, 

A longtime journalist and government em- 
ployee who served several administrations, 
Sison became the press secretary of President 
Fidel Ramos from May 1993 to June 1995. 

His last government post was that of chair 
of the Movie and Television Review and Clas- 
sification Board which he headed from 
September 1995 to July 1998. 

Sison majored in journalism and literature 
atthe University of Santo Tomas where he ob- 
tained his bachelor's degree. 

He served as an assistant to the late jour- 
nalist, Teodoro “Ка Doroy” Valencia, for 10 
years in the 1970s and '80 while working as a 
columnist and editorial writer at the Daily Ex- 
press newspaper. 

He subsequently became a columnist, at 
different times, for the Midday, The Indepen- 
dent, Balita, Malaya and Abante newspapers. 

In 1992, he also started a career in radio, 
‘working asa commentator for dwiZ. 

Sison started his government service in 
1949 as a press assistant at the Malacafiang 
Press Office, a position he held until 1958, 

His remains will be brought to Funeraria 
Nacional on Araneta Avenue, Quezon City. 

He is survived by his wife Amy and their 
four children. Christine О. Avendaño 
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Ps 3 Malacafiang like a certified 
CATCHING UP WITHTHE NEWS: It's all about himself, Fr. Bossi celebrity, though he needs to 
learns ashe flips through the pages of the papers on Saturday ata practice how to wave, red-carpet 
parish house in Parafiaque. ae style. чнч 


Tforgave my kidnappers’ 


By Jerome Aning QTV 11 said Bossi was staying а great number of people of dif- 
in à parish house in Parafiaque ferent faiths, has obtained from 
FR. GIANCARLO BOSSI HAS City and was expected to meet God the desired grace,” Zanchi 
forgiven his abductors and hopes with officials of the Italian Em- said. 
that they wil also get an oppor. bassy and the papal nunciature. Не called on Pime members 
tunity to remm home to their Bossi arrived in Manila on worldwide to offer Masses and 
famifes QTV llhesrepored. Friday night, accompanied by prayers on July 30, the inst 
“| forgave my kidnappers. Fr Gianni Sandalo, Pontifical tutes founding anniversary, in 
Most of them are young. 1 al Institute of Foreign Missions thanksgiving for Bossi's release 
ways pray for my kidnappers (Pime) superior in the Philip. and as a plea for continuing 
that they will change their ife. 1 pines. protection for all missionaries. 
hope oneday the imewillcome In a message from Rome, "Пу the Lord has heard the 
iol shem to go home to... their Pime Superior General Fr. Gian fervent prayers of so many peo- 
families” the priest told the TV Battista Zanchi expressed ple—Christians, Muslims and 
sation thanks to people all over the [people] of other faiths—who 
I. dept all night. No world who had prayed for have joined us in prayer in the 
“FBsquitoes,"he said, adding that Bossi’ safe release. first place the Holy Father, who и ; я : 
he newer got то sleep well the "A chorus of prayers, from ev- анте fodur a, | PORTRAIT OF LOVE: Fr Bossi s presented with a pencil sketch of himself done by a student and filed vith 
jungle because twas ‘very cold.” еу part of the world, involving ther Giancarlo,” Zanchi added. signatures asking for his release at police headquarters in Zamboanga City on Friday The signature drive 
indicates how well-loved the айап priest is by the people that he has served for close to three decades. reus 


Emissary given free hand’ by Palace; gov't unaware 


From page Al recommended as a negotiator by “Negotiating with kidnappers spokesperson, Chief Supt. family because it would be too Congress and spiritual leader of 
the source, a Muslim leader trust- takes a special skill and a special Samuel Pagdilao, said there had much for Bossi to bear the Moro National Liberation 
But Esperon stressed that the ed bythe Arroyo administration. talent that not even the best- been “no such meeting.” "I also really feel guilty about Front, also railed against the sup- 
military was involved only in the This was how the events sup- trained police officer may pose "Walang ganun," Pagdilao said. this" Sandalo, who is with Bossi posed tactic: “That kind of prac- 
search for Bossi, who wasreleased  posediy transpired, as told to the sess Only someone who speaks It was Jamiri who supposedly in Metro Manila, said on the tice will never solve anything, Іс 
by his abductors in Karomatan, IuQumik their language and knows their produced the audio and pictures phone. will only create more animosity.” 
Lanao del Norte, on Friday. ecutive Secretary Eduardo Er- world will be able to strike a deal that proved Bossi was still alivein Sandalo said he hoped the re- Said Ustadz Shariff Mohsin Ju- 
He said he would not have гес- mita had asked the Muslim leader with Bossi’s kidnappers,” the Basilan. port was “not true" because “for labbi, a Muslim religious leader 
ommended a kidnap-for-kidnap to help in the negotiations for source said. In a way, the source said, this us, sucha practice is inhuman.” іл Zamboanga City: "Such a prac- 
measure because it would have Bossi’ release, but a pending court is gavetheimpressionoftheprieses “Тһе report about the 14 sol- tice is really a very bad example. 
had legal implications: “Legal ba Бае prevented the later from Commander Kiddie presence on the island. diers killed was [already] too It will not solve the problem, and 
yan na magpa-kidnap?" taking on the special mission. There was another purported ` “Buthe was never taken to Basi- much for [Bossi] to take. He'll will only result in retaliation. 
National Security Adviser and The Muslim leader recommend- reason Jamiri was given the go- Jan,” the source said. Thiswascon- feel more guilt once he learns “I pity the innocent woman 
Acting Defense Secretary Norber- ed Jamiri because of the former signal to negotiate for Boss's free; firmed by Bossi himself, who told about this,” Sandalo said. and her children, If indeed a 
to Gonzales said he was not mayors “gangsterstyle personality” dom from the group of kidnappers reporters: “We went to Karomatan Western Mindanao state prose. member of a family committed a 
aware if Interior Secretary Ronal- thar allowed him to freely enterand identified as a “lost command” of Бу boat, but never to Basilan,” cutor Ricardo Cabaron said that if crime, do the other members 
do Puno, who supervised the пе. leave rebel airs апд еуел areas con- the Moro Islamic Liberation Front Karomatan was an ideal place Фе kidnap-for-kidnap tactic was have to suffer [for itl?” 
gotiations and rescue operation trolled by criminal syndicates. but whom Bossi, проп his release, to hide Bossi because itis an area actually implemented, whoever c. NAT, 
for Bossi, had ordered the kid- “told [Ermita] Jamiri was the identified as Abu Sayyaf. where "information can be соп. did it could also be held liable un- Going after ‘the kid 
napping of the family of the ab- perfect negotiator because he Тһе reason was supposedly trolled," the source said, adding: der the law. Now that Bossi has been те- 
ductors’ leader. Po to the areas where this: Jamiri knew Wanning Ab- “Waning Abdussalam’s wifeis ҸЕ indeed our government leased by his captors, the AFP will 
“I don't think he would engage Bossi was reportedly taken by his dussalam, the younger brother of from Karomatan.” agents took hostage the family of go after the abductors. (Story on 
in something like that," Gonzales abductors. Yes, you can say that, the kidnap leader identified as Аз for the alleged P4-million а suspected kidnapper, they are Page A2.) 
said of Puno, їп а sense, they are of the same Akidin Abdussalam aka Com- “board and lodging fee” paid to no different from Boss's captors,” _ General Esperon told reportere 
He also said he did not think color,” the source said. mander Kiddie. Bosss abductors, the source Cabaron said. in Camp Aguinaldo that military 
that such a thing happened. The source continued with his "К was through Kiddie that said: "Yes, what was printed in кеген operations to get Bossi's abduc- 
Asked whether the action was account: Jamiri was able to get direct ac- the Inquinér is true. That's what1 More animosity tors had started. “We have pin- 
discussed at the security level or ^ Jamiriwas initially reluctant to cess to Boss's abductors,” the learned from Jamiri.” “И there's truth to that report, pointed some of them,” he said, 
with Ms Arroyo, Gonzales said: accept the assignment, fearing source said. definitely they committed illegal adding that the group had been 
“That's so improper. That kind of that he might get trapped and Јатіїѕ entry as negotiator of- Тоо much to bear acts. We cried over Boss's kidnap- engaged in kidnapping for “some 
operation is not discussed in the tagged as someone in cahoots ficially began witha meeting with Fr Gianni Sandalo, Philippine ping because its a crime. If au- time now.” 
Cabinet, and lalo na (much less) with Bossi's kidnappers, Philippine National Police Direc- superior of the Pontifical Insitute thorites played the same [game] “They should be neutralized," 
with the President.” Buthewaseventually persuad- tor General Oscar Calderon in for Foreign Missions (Pime), to as that of Boss's kidnappers, there _he sald 
4 я ed to accept, ater being told that Camp Crame, according to the which Bossi belongs said he hid his is no difference between thesetwo Asked who the military was go- 
Gangster-style' this was "the best chance for him source. сору of the Saturday Inqunen that [groups], after all" he said. ing after, Esperon said: “You might 
Hajarun Jamiri, former mayor to show the government” howto But when reached for com- carried the report on the supposed Ustadz Habib Zain Jali, chair of not know him. He is still a Kid” 
of Tuburan, Basilan, had been deal with criminal minds. ment on the phone, the PNP abduction of the kidnap leaders the Bangsamoro People’s With areport from Alcuin Papa 


Parishioners cook spaghetti for homecoming of their beloved ‘Bigfoot’ 


From page Al Thursday It will be like а feast,” ће (һе summer months in the moun- had also reworded a nursery dent Macapagal-Arroyo’s adviser Muslims, Christians and the in- 
said, adding that they were ‘also tains of Italy with his family, and rhyme thus: “Where is onthe peace process. digenous community joined 
cried because of happiness." all excited” about a peace caravan would like to thank those who Bossi/Where is Bossi/Here 1. Не said people from other ar- hands in an effort to find him. 

Upon his release, Bossi said he that was being organized. pressed for his release, including ат/Неге I am/How are you to- eas were expected to flock to ш 
would go back to Payao because Bossi yesterday told The Asso- іп his hometown near Milan. day now/Very well, 1 thank Рауао for the homecoming. No more smoking 
he loved the people there, ciated Press ina phone interview “IfThave some time, lam hap- you/He was snatched away/ Another event planned for — Buhayan said he might miss 

‘And the Payao folk love him from Manila that he would notal- py also to have a retreat,” said Now he's back.” ‘Thursday is a medical outreach one thing about Bossi when the 
back, so much so that, according low the abduction to keep him Bossi, who, according to the AP Ы program to be held at the town priest returns: "Before saying 
to Buhayan, they decided to pre- from his missionary work in the report, laughed often during the P170,000 homecoming fund center, said Insp. Joenery Ojas, Mass, or whenever we would do. 
pare "lots of spaghetti" to mark Philippines, but would first take a phone call. Payao Mayor Joefer Mendoza Рауао police chief, some gardening and weeding, he 
his return. few months of rest in Italy. ‘When Bossi was abducted оп told the Inu that the local Ojas said the activities were in- would offer me a cigarette.” 

That decision was reached after “Twill continue as a missionary June 10, the people of Payao felt government had set aside tended not only as a welcome for _ Bossi, however, has announced 
the thanksgiving Mass celebrated priest here,” he said. “That's the they had lost their soul, Buhayan P170,000 for Bossi's homecom- Bossi but also as “a celebration of that he learned to quit smoking 
‘on Friday by Fr: Robert Brillantes. call 1am supposed todo, and 1am said, adding: ing, the good relations between the whilein captivity. 

9 Buhayan said other special really happy to do this job." “When he was kidnapped, it "Aside from the peace caravan, people and religious groups like — "Butl'm happy that he has quit 

dishes would be prepared for the Boss! said he would return to wasalwaysthe children who Kept there will be a motorcade, a pas Muslims, Christiansand Subanen" smoking, Buhayan said. “I might 

‘Bossi homecoming. Payao to personally thank his ол asking about his whereabouts rade and a peace symposium,” “The celebration is for all follow suit, It's embarrassing that 

ae parishioners for their prayers and and when he was coming back. Mendoza said, adding that the Рауао people regardless of faith,” Һе has stopped smoking and here 

Rest in Italy thoughts before flying home. Our children missed him more.” “main guests” included Bossi and Ojas said. Iam with a stick stuck between 
“But expect spaghetti to flood on. He said he planned to spend Buhayan said some children Secretary Jesus Dureza, Presi- "When Bossi was kidnapped, my fingers.” 
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“You can take pride in his legacy.” 


Ronald Reagan 
U.S. President 


Prince Raad Prance oj jordan 


"Oné could only be dee; 
efforts to promote 
among peoples” 
"Teddy Kollek Mayor, Jerusalem 


"A giant of a man” 
William Bogaard Mayor, а, Calif. 


“Tn his own quiet way Mr. Armstrong has done 
‘more to promote positive relations between 
countries than has the [USS.] State Department" 


Cy Graph 
President, Pasadena Chamber of Commerce 


HAT HAPPENED 
to the global humanitarian empire of 
Herbert W. Armstrong, one of the foremost 


religious leaders of the 20th century? During the 
19805, Armstrong's work was bigger than those of Jerry Falwell and Billy 
Graham combined. What happened after his death in 1986, however, is the most astonishing 

n religion. Here is the shocking, gripping untold story of how the foundation, colleges 
and church he founded were doctrinally hijacked and spiritually destroyed. It is the story of the cabal 
of leaders who trashed his work, silenced his voice, sold the church's assets and hoarded the money. lt 
is also the inspiring story of the life-and-death, six-year court battle that ensued when a faith-filled few 


held fast to his mission and sought to defend his legacy—by raising 
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1. Increased Job Opportunities 
+ 92.6% employment rate as of April 2007 
+ 7.05 million jobs generated by the government from 2005 to 2007 


2. Enhanced Access To Social Services 

+ 95.35% level of barangay electrification, energizing 39,994 of the 41,945 
barangays nationwide as of April 2007 

+ 3.6 million people in Metro Manila served with the completion of septage 
treatment plants in Taguig and San Mateo 

+ 1 million people in Antipolo City and adjacent towns provided with water under 
the P2-billion Antipolo Water Supply Project 

* Nine subdivisions in Parafiaque, that bought water for almost 22 years, provided 
with water connection 

+ 1,274 water supply projects completed under the President's Priority Program on Water 

+ 3.98 million indigent families enrolled under the National Health Insurance Program 
as of March 2007 

+ 6,380 Tindahan Natin outlets established nationwide, benefiting at least 1.5 million 
families as of June 30, 2007; iron-fortified rice is sold at P18 per kilo and noodles at 
prices 7% to 10% lower than the prevailing market price 

+ 1,385 Botika ng Bayan outlets established as of June 8, 2007 

* 289,877 children from 7,709 daycare centers were fed under the supplemental feeding 
program in 2006 

+ 130,013 families recelved affordable housing units in 2006 


3. Improved Quality Of Education 

+ 14,887 classrooms constructed іп 2006, reducing classroom-student backlog and 
closing the gap at 1:50 double shift basis in December 2006, The number is more than 
two times the annual target of 6,000 classrooms. 

= Scholarships provided to poor and deserving students in tertiary education 

+ 131,809 students received tuition subsidies in 2006 

+ 64,048 education vouchers distributed in 2006 

+ 11,254 students provided scholarships in SY 2006-2007 under the Private Education 
Student Financial Assistance 

+ 87% or 4,170 of the 4,769 public high schools nationwide provided with computer 
access 

+ 2,200 classes organized for 55,000 five-year-old children under the Early Childhood 
Education program In 2006-2007 

+ 200,000 teachers and administrators trained in 2006 

+ 300 ladderized courses offered by higher education institutions/state universities 
and colleges in SY 2006-2007 

* 46,000 scholarships granted under the PESFA and PGMA Training for Work Scholarship 
Project with Technical Education Training; about 33,000 of these scholars graduated 
in 2006 


4. Ensured Energy Independence 

+ 22 active exploration service contracts, expected to increase the country's petroleum 
reserves from 481 million barrels of fuel oil equivalent (MMBFOE) to 579 MMBFOE by 
2014 

+ 35 coal operating contracts with development, production and exploration commitments 
аз of December 2005 

+ 7,484.8 GWh power generation (17.7% of total power generation) from geothermal 
resources as of September 2005 

+ 5,801.2 GWh of hydropower resources contributed to the country's total power generation 
mix in 2005 

+ Northwind's 25-MW wind power project along the Bangui Bay Area in Ilocos Norte 
supplies 40% of the province's energy requirement 


* 180-KW wind-diesel hybrid plant in Basco, Batanes provides uninterrupted power supply 
to the area 


+ 8,944 solar home systems have been installed, mostly in Palawan and Maguindanao 
+ 34 Flying V stations selling Envirotek bio-diesel premium blend as of December 2005 


5. Strengthened Anti-Corruption Measures 

+ 200 investigators and 50 prosecutors hired 

+ Ombudsman's budget doubled to nearly P1 billion 

+ 77% conviction rate іп 2007 from 6% in 2002 

+ P2 billion additional release in 2006, the biggest ever funding for anti-corruption efforts 

+ Dozens of officials dismissed, suspended or charged annually due to unexplained wealth, 
including two former comptrollers of the Armed Forces of the Philippines 

+ Integrity development reviews conducted іп all government agencies 

< Decrease in solicitation of bribes in agencies based in Metro Manila (to 28%:36% in 
2005 from 42%-55% іп 2000) based on the annual Social Weather Station survey 


6. Balanced Budget 
+ P62.2 billion fiscal deficit in 2006 — the lowest in eight years 
+ P978.7 billion in government revenues for 2006, P4.6 billion higher than its target of 
P974.1 billion 
- P76.9 billion additional revenue in 2006 following the restructuring of VAT 
+ P1 trillion in expenditures in 2006, P59 billion less than the programmed government 
expenditure 


ANTI-TERRORISI LAW 
AND BIOFUELS ACT 


“оил comnpetibivencss is greatly endangered today 
by the global ой crisis. 9 call on Congress, bo pass legislation, 


encouraging renewable and indigenous energy.” 


President Arroyo on January 12, 2007 signed the Biofuels Act of 2006 which mandates 
the use of biofuels to help attain energy security and self-sufficiency. 

*P1 billion worth of investments from seven DoE-accredited coconut methyl ester 
producers with а total annual capacity of 256.9 million liters as of June 2007 

+ P3.8 billion worth of investments from three BOl-registered bioethanol producers 
with a total annual capacity of 79.8 million liters as of June 2007 

+78 million liters expected reduction in diesel consumption due to the mandated 
1% bio-diesel blend, resulting in Р2.5 billion in forex savings 

+ 105 Seaoll, four Flying V and 39 Shell fueling stations in Greater Manila Area now selling 
ethanol blended gasoline 


“... urge the swift passage of an anti-terrorism law 
that will protect rather than subvert, enhance rather than 
weaken, the rights and liberties that terrorism precisely 
threatens with extinction.” 


President Arroyo signed on March 6, 2007 the Human Security Act of 2007, a landmark 
legislation to protect the people from acts of terrorism. The Act defines terrorism as crime 
against the Filipino people while recognizing human rights to be absolute and protected at 
all times. 


ШІН 
PER REGIONS 


"We will enhance the competitive advantage of the natural ‘super 
regions’ of the Philippines: the North Luzon Agribusiness Quadrangle, 
the Мело Luzon Unban Бейиш, Central Philippines, Mindanao and 
the Cyber Corridor.” 


1. North Luzon Agribusiness Quadrangle - Developing the Agribusiness 
Investments in the North 
* 64 national/communal irrigation systems restored, repaired and rehabilitated in 2006 
+ 187 kilometers of farm to market roads completed 
+ 75% of the La Trinidad Fruit and Vegetable Minimal Processing and Packaging Plant and 
the Buguias Pre-Cooling and Packaging Plant completed, which will increase the shelf 
life and marketability of highland vegetables in Benguet, improve the productivity and 
income of farmers and reduce their post harvest losses 
* Ongoing projects scheduled for completion in 2007: 
а. Dingalan Port Development Project in Aurora, expected to boost agricultural 
production 
b. Port Irene in Sta. Ana, Cagayan, to provide access by sea instead of coursing 
imports and exports to and from Metro Manila 


2. Metro Luzon Urban Beltway - The Next Globally Competitive Industrial 
and Service Center 
+ Completed projects: 
a. Radar Approach Control of the Diosdado Macapagal International Airport, promoting the 
safety of aircraft operations 
b. Passenger boarding bridges of the Batangas Port Development Project 
с. Container Terminal 1 of Subic Bay Port Development, improving cargo handling operations 
d. Passenger terminal building at the Lucena Port Project, providing safe and convenient 
area for passengers 
+ Ongoing projects for completion in 2007 and 2008: 
а, 19.74-km road from Sto. Tomas, Batangas to Batangas City, to cut travel time by 40 
minutes 
^b. Cawit Port in Boac, Marinduque, to provide RORO service between Lucena, Quezon and 
Boac, Marinduque 
c. Subic-Clark-Tarlac Expressway, to connect the major development areas of Central Luzon 
and reduce travel time from Manila to Subic by an hour 


3. Central Philippines - Enhancing the Country's Image as a Tourism Haven 
+ 2,600 jobs generated during the construction of the new Iloilo Airport 
+ 500 jobs created when lloilo Airport started its operations in June 2007 
* 1,000 jobs generated during the construction of the new Bacolod-Silay Airport 
+ Completed projects: 
a. Jagna Port in Bohol, strategically linking Visayas and Mindanao 
b. New Iloilo Airport, will service 1.2 million passengers and 11,500 metric tons of 
cargo annually 
c. New Bacolod-Silay Airport, will service 1.2 million passengers and 19,000 metric 
tons of cargo annually 
d, Maasin Port in Leyte, enhancing port services through the provision of a wider operational 
area 
е. Puerto Princesa-Taytay section of the El Nido-Bataraza-Rio Tuba Road in Palawan and 
the El Nido-Taytay stretch 
1. Bohol Circumferential Road, links Jagna, Tubigon and Ubay RORO ports 
* Ongoing projects for completion in 2007: 
а. Development of Kalibo Airport, to make travel to Boracay more convenient 
b. Siargao Airport in Surigao del Norte, to increase tourist arrivals and improve the local 
economy 
с. Pantao Port development project in Libon, Albay, to offer shorter route to shipping: lines, 
traders and travelers from Manila to Bicol 
d. Ubay Port, to connect Bohol to Southern Leyte 
е. Limasawa Port in Southern Leyte, Mambajao Port in Camiguin, Cawayan Port in Masbate 
and Naval Port in Biliran, to enhance RORO linkages and lessen transport cost 


4. Mindanao - Promoting Agribusiness Investment іп the South 
+ Port of Cagayan de Oro, the largest public port in Northern Mindanao, undergoing 
upgrading and rehabilitation of the backup area which will enhance RORO operations and 
Increase economic activities 
+ 15-km road in Dinagat Island undergoing improvement and rehabilitation 


5, Cyber Corridor - Boosting Telecommunications, Technology and Education 

+ P3.6 billion in revenues from the ICT industry in 2006 

+ P5.2 billion in revenues from ICTexpected for 2007 

+ 244,000 Filipinos employed іп the ICT industry 

+ 1,800 ICT skilled workers now employed in ICT companies in Dumaguete City 

51,560 llongos now working in ICT companies in lloilo City 

+ P200 million released for Science and Engineering Masters and Doctorate Scholarship 
Programs 

+ 229 students awarded scholarships under the DOST Accelerated Science and Technology 
Human Resource Development Program 

+ 225 awardees under the CHED PGMA Science and Engineering Scholarships 

+ Rapid progress in the development of regional ICT hubs as companies expand their 
operations outside Metro Manila to include ICT locations in Baguio, Cebu, Dumaguete, 
Iloilo, Davao, Cagayan de Oro, Bohol, Clark, Sta. Rosa in Laguna, Lipa, Batangas, Legaspi, 
Albay, Naga in Camarines Sur, Rizal, lloilo, and Bacolod 


“Join hands in the biggest challenge of all, where we all win or we all lose: 


the battle for the survival and progress of our one and only country." 
—President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo 
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Newest superhero Tron to make science ‘hip, coo? 


By Tessa В. Salazar heroes do best: Inspire young cot, Dr Jaime Montoya, chair of tremendously in science and tech- 
minds to rise above expectations . the SOth anniversary celebration nology, the Philippines has waned. 
STEP ASIDE ASTROBOY. MAKE and do extraordinary acts. and executive director of the “When it comes to Rand D, we 
way for Tron, the newest super- Тһе DOST created Tron to be Philippine Council for Health Re- produce the least number of 
her mascot from the Depart. the symbol of inquisitive young search and Development, said the graduates. For every MS graduate 
ment of Science and Technology. Filipinos who are not afraid to ex- future of the country was in the іп engineering that we produce, 
‘Short for Electron, Tron is a 6 plore and take calculated risks. young, and the young needed a Vietnam produces 6, Thailand 25 
foot young adult mascot who ` Tron is poised to appear in a “human” face they could relateto. and Singapore 200." 
danced to the tune of the new 30.second MTV and at various Montoya explained that people Angara urged a thorough re- 
DOST jingle, “Lift Your Head High,” public events. had the impression that scientists view of science and mathematics 
uring the July 16 kickoff of 2007 Тһе mascots jingle will also be were old and wore thick glasses. curriculums in publie and private 
National Science and Technology heard over radio. Hardly not the type of authority schools at all levels. "We need to 
Week at Dusit Hotel in Makati City. Tron may also be seen in future figures the youth would lookup to. check what is wrong with the sys- 
"A mascot made of a fiberglass DOST science and math modules “Ме have to make them identify tem and recommend necessary 
head frame, with a foam-padded for lessons perceived to be too withscientsts.Youcanseehow Tron measures to improve it.” 
body, arms, legs and sporting difficult to learn. The DOST also is îm, hip, young, in the groove with, The kickoff also highlighted the 
‘oversized boots, Tron can close plans to build an all-fiberglass the young generation, We would like conferment of the DOST excel- 
his eyelids, move his lower lip, Tron in the Future. to encourage people to enter science lence awards in science, research, 
and light up his breast plate. ‘Tron will dance his way to and technology and research, Were education and promotion. The 
‘Wearing, а metallic blue suit, schools nationwide to generate > going to do that moving from school DOST gave due recognition to the 
‘Tron can’t fly like Astroboy or trans- the students’ interest in science toschool in the countryside.” science and technology media, in- 
form himself into a truck like Opti- and technology subjects, and Sen. Edgardo J. Angara, who cluding the Philippine Daily In- 
mus Prime, buthe surecan dance, generally promote science as a was the keynote speaker during quire, For the online division, In- 
‘And if you take the word of its "cool" field to explore. the opening ceremony lamented  quirernetgota citation for cover- TRON GOES THROUGH his paces on stage while Science and 
creators, Tron will dowhatsuper- Justifying the creationofa mas’ that as the world advanced ingS and Т the past year Technology Undersecretary Fortunato de la Peña looks on, розтеното 


CONTINUOUS 
LEARNING 
IS KEY ТО 
OUTPERFORMING 
ONESELF Ч 

Моге and more Filipinos аге lured in- * 
to working for the Information and t 
Communications Technology (ICT) in- 


dustry. Aside from a competitive salary | 1 
package, incentives and perks; recre- | | 
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ONTENTS 


ES 


ational activities and training programs 
have made a job in the sector a favored 
career option 


At Accenture, one of the leading 
global management consulting, tech- 
nology services, and outsourcing com- jes 


panies and he pioneer In eutscurcing | f ant = cies to delivering 


in the Philippines, the commitment of 2 [vA ME ү 
"high performance delivered" to its 
global clients is impetus for continuous 


leaming. Continuous learning and de- a ` ‘high-performance. businesses, With 
velopment comprise a ey element of \ arte pr 
Accontures employee value proposi | [ 58,000 people їп. 49 countries, 
tion. Skills and capabilities enhance- ЖА, ЧО 

ment are offered to employees through 3 few organizations аге able to match 
| on-the-job experience, formal class- n 

room training, self-initiated study and our industry knowledge and proces 
а-ы expertise, our global resources or our 
к e у ушуы. proven track record. That's probably 


erable resources to provide ongoing a'ue " H А 

training that builds and extends their E why we ve worke d with over two : 
professional, technical and manage- i 3 ® Global 5 iN 3 a 
M сы n face yor 2008. we 4 thirds of the FORTUNE® Global 500. 3 — 5 


company invested nearly $700 million М 
globally оп training, and provided an à "d Rn a Ф 
average of 75 hours of training per em- In Phi Dil e have ом 000 й : DELI. % 
ployee. In the Philippines, we offer 37 ч the 'hllippi ES We na er 12, NAA ку АлАТ 

training courses to employees every E 
week,” said Bèth Lui, Accenture's 


country managing director. En Centre and Gpetate in Makati, City, 


Accenture's professional develop- 1 Pasig City, Quezon City, Mandaluyong 
ment unit drives its training 8 develop- Е 7 i a 
ment programs across the different 2 си and soon in oo City, Leveraging 


workforces. Coutse offerings are 
geared towards enhancing employees’ 
professional, technical and manage- 
ment skills in systems integration, ap- 
plication, infrastructure, and business 
process outsourcing, 


According to Jon Aves ШІ, a Senior а diverse range of с їп 
Pr Mobil id in the BPO Ed ig ica. Thi 
5222 E Fe 72 Europe, Asia and North America, This 


biggest challenges in BPO work is е ас е |; 

mmenaging change We operae nolon- gives our employees the opportunity 2 
ly to meet and exceed client demands. in à evel ^ 

bul also o transform the way they do to do interesting work, develop пем ў 
business. To stay ahead of the game, skills and Моп. leading edge 

Accenture equips its people with new $ = 

skills and re-tool with the latest infor- technologies and business processes. 

mation on a regular basis." TM 9 


Jon has been with Accenture since ў om d 4 
October 2005. As project mobilization In an innovative and collaborative team 


lead, Jon crafts project transition cost " 

estimates, develops and reviews solu- environment which nurtures talent, 
tion designs, and provides ВЕР (re- ы; 

quest for proposal) support to the en- | oso көшінің provides carcer 
gagement partner and his team mem- 2 

bers. Jon also manages transition and 


initial implementation of new BPO pro- 
jects in Manila. 


— |. Й the dein of нанова 
He мейе wokorcos al over | ‘solutions helping clients realize their 


the world, At the same time, | work di- x 
rectlywith clients and partner with them ae n vand: achieve high përformance š 6 сы 
to ensure the successful implementa- fe ti i s Me is мауы COME 

tion of new projects," Jon said. ? х 1 : i Ў ра athe 2 i 


In less than two years of working at 
Accenture, Jon lists more than 20 pro- 
fessional development trainings he has 
attended. The trainings vary from inter- 
personal, professional, cross-cultural 
continuation A13. 
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Blast kills 4 


ZAMBOANGA CITY—AN EXPLOSION RIPPED 
through the public market in Jolo, Sulu, Satur- 
day afternoon, killing at least four people and 
‘wounding three others, officials said. 

Gol. Antonio Supnet, commander of the 
104th Army Brigade stationed in the Sulu 
capital, quickly ruled out terrorism in the 
blast which occurred at 3:20 p.m. 

“We rule out terror in this incident. Its 
plain negligence by store owners selling ille- 
gal and prohibited chemicals,” Supnet told 
the Inguirer over the phone. 

‘Two of those killed were identified as store 


“> READY-FOR OCCUPANCY 
. oh, 30% DOWNPAYMENT 
t Ex BALANCE ІН 19 YEARS 


PON adi 


owners Ahmadul and Jurian Akang. The oth- tas: 

ers were an unidentified Badjao customer and USE: 

one of the wounded who died in the hospital.  IOUIDHOUSES 
рекекецккенеар дына 
pr gj 


Supnet said the Akang couple, who sold 
cooking oil, also allegedly sold banned chemi- 
cals. 

The military discovered 50 sacks of un- 
known chemicals at the back oftheir store. 


iH epe Paint a beautiful picture į 
Rafael said the explosion occurred while Ah- (У Live a wonderful life. 


madul Akang was making blasting caps to sell 3) 
to fishermen who use dynamite to catch fish. ШШ” 
Julie S. Alipala, Inquirer Mindanao 
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from page A12 


and management and leadership skills. 
Through these trainings, Jon gels а 
fresh perspective on howto improve the 
way he currently manages his responsi- 
bilities and the way he tackles the chal- 
lengesthatcomehisway ` 


% 
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“Through the years of my profes- 
sional Не, | have leamed the value of 
information - they have to be clear, ef- 
fective and timely. True leaders in 
change management need to know 
how to get the information and handle 
them, they must be effective strate- 
gists, and should have a genuine de- 
sire to lead people and the organiza- 
tion in times of change," Jon stressed. 


Training is regarded as a key ele- 
ment of Accenture's people develop 
meni and business growth strategy. Іп 
fact, according to Jon, training comple- 
tion is a key performance indicator of 
every Accenture employee. The com- 
pany requires every employee to al- 
ways look ahead, to focus on the future. 


"We attend trainings partly to out- 
perform competitors but more impor- 
tantly, we go through training to outper- 
form ourselves," says Jon 


Aside from continuous leaming, Jon 
also takes advantage of Accenture's 
worklife balance opportunity such as 
provision of laptops, wireless phones, 
remote access to email to enable 
telecommuting or working from home. 
Equipped with a laptop and mobile 
connectivity, Jon is able to work and 
іріп conference calls from home, ел- 
abiing him to fulfil both his family and 
work obligations." 


Other flexible working arrange- 
ments available for employees include 
flex time, part-time, job-sharing or di- 
viding the work of a full-time position to 
part-time employees, and client-site 
ee М flexible arrangement, where the Ас- 
e. 1 1 centure employee is allowed to work 
from the client site fora number of days 
ina week. 


Accenture is also proud of its рго- 
grams that celebrate diversity and indi- 
viduality, as well as other opportunities 
for its people to realize their potential 
not only within the company but ош- 
side the workplace as well. These in- 
clude employee engagement initia- 
tives like wellness programs, sports 
and other recreational activities, spe- 
cial interest organizations, and volun- 
teerism in community and other worth- 


while corporate citizenship activities. 


оаа 


| ipe: 
ees o caen Outside of work, Jon spends most of 
р Morya dang moving his free time with his wife and five- 


4 ООП ТІСТЕРІ digne ^ : 2 year-old son. According to Jon, they 


t tert FUSCE enjoy sleeping, catching up, sharing 


stories and dining out. Chinese and 
ATP wi Japanese foods are their favorite. 
ORG 


ЛА 
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" aspire to become a great provider 
to my family, a responsible parent and 
a loving husband and | am quite glad 
that Accenture helps me fulfil my aspi- 
rations. l love the people in Accenture. 
They are simply the best, brightest and 
most dedicated people I've ever 
worked with. The Accenture work envi- 
ronment nurtures leaders...real high 
performers," Jon said. 
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No doubt, Accenture's holistic train- 
ings and personal development pro- 
3 لگ‎ y: 5 y 3 | зет largely influence a progressive 
ера (gr н арлы нез te ЕР” | employee's continued stay in the com- 
ОЕШ 6 reng. 9 If, formance zl . рапу. And Jon is one fine example of 


such an employee. 
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Blaming Bossi 


HE JOY AND RELIEF WERE FIRST EXPRESSED IN 

i Rome, by Italian Prime Minister Romano Prodi. "Fr. 

Giancarlo Bossi has been freed ... I'm truly emo- 
tional, happy,” he said. Similar sentiments were ex- 
pressed by Pope Benedict XVI, who greeted the news with 
"great joy,” according to a Vatican statement. Happy nois- 
es were also made by our government, but something 

strange happened when Bossi was 
EDITORIAL brought to Malacafiang to meet Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo. 

When Bossi recounted his brief conversation with the 
President, the priest revealed that after congratulating 
him, the President laid on a guilt trip. "She congratulated 
me and then she told me that a lot of people died," he 
said. Apparently, the guilt trip worked. Referring to the 
Marines who lost their lives in an ambush during search- 
and-rescue operations, the priest said, “I think that in a 
sense, | feel responsible.” 

What the President said to Bossi was not only crass, it 
was unforgivable. It was not only tasteless, it was mean- 
spirited and obviously further traumatized the priest. It 
betrayed an emotional coldness, and a transactional atti 
tude that is deserving of the strongest condemnation. Her 
remark was a national disgrace. 

Bossi was the victim. His being kidnapped—and the 
weeks it took to secure his freedom—can be laid firmly at 
the doorstep of his captors and the government officials 
in charge of liberating him. His kidnapping and the or- 
deal that followed weren't his fault; whatever efforts and 
sacrifices were made, by our civilian and military authori- 
ties, weren't in the nature of a favor, but rather, in the line 
of duty. 

That lives were lost by people working for Bossi's release 
is a matter for our government to recognize. But it isn't 
something for the President of the Philippines to pointedly 
remind the beneficiary of those efforts, namely Bossi him- 
self, about. The implication of such a reminder is that he 
owes her, ог at least, should be grateful and feel guilty, for 
something he had a right never to lose: his freedom. 

Shaking Bossi’s hand, congratulating him for being lib- 
erated, then reminding him his freedom has come at the 
price of lives sidestep the reality that Boss? liberty and 
the lives of those Marines were senselessly lost, not be- 
cause of anything Bossi ever did, but because of the es- 
sentially lawless nature of large parts of Mindanao, and 
our armed forces’ poor command-and-control. Not to 
mention what is emerging as a scandal involving military 
munitions. Given all this, the President's “reminder” also 
amounted to no less than a contemptible evasion of re- 
sponsibility. 

By all means, if Bossi has said thanks—and said 
prayers—for the soldiers who died during the search- 
and-rescue operations, everyone agrees it was the right 
and Christian thing to do. Just as he’s publicly forgiven 
his captors: that was a statement one expects of a mem- 
ber of the clergy, What the President did, though, was 
along the lines of the rescuer of a rape victim telling the 
victim that policemen died in the performance of their 
duties. It's an insult to the victim and the cops who died 
doing their duty. 

The bravery of soldiers and policemen who die in the 
line of duty is worthy of admiration, precisely because 
they die, not to gain glory, or earn praise or applause, but 
because it’s what they're expected to do. Every instance of 
kidnapping represents, first of all, a failure in the enforce- 
ment of law and order. The rescue of kidnap victims—as 
well as the apprehension, and conviction of kidnappers in 
the courts—represents a rectification of a wrong. In any 
case, the gratitude of a victim who is rescued is something 
officials should welcome. It isn't something they should 
demand, or even expect. 

The President's public statements said all the right 
things. They were written for her, though. What she her- 
self said—unless she comes forward and calls Bossi а 
liar—means her public statements weren't worth the pa- 
per they were printed on. And her personal reaction 
means she has so personalized everything—governance, 
law and order, and what she sees as the motivations for 
anything our officials do—that it would be wise to warn 
the public: 

Stay home. Lock your doors. If anything happens to 
you, if government lifts a finger to help you, watch out. 
You will not only be blamed for your misfortune, you will 
be reminded to never forget that your rescue was a favor. 
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Hardly legal but definitely immoral | 


ALTHOUGH 1 HAVE LITTLE RESPECT FOR 
politicians’ wiles, including those of Speaker 
Jose de Venecia, 1 was still surprised and out- 
raged by what he reportedly said at a recent 
meeting with members of the lower House 
whose support he was seeking for an unprece- 
dented fifth term as head of that disreputable 
body. 

‘At the orientation seminar for neophyte 
congressmen last Wednesday, De Venecia 
promised that under his leadership each of 
them would be given a travel allowance of PI 
million, as well as additional funds for their 
staff and separate offices in their respective. 
districts. He said that travel abroad would en- 
able them to observe conditions in other coun- 
tries for the benefit of their constituents here, 
rhapsodizing as follows like icing on the cake: 

"Go to Korea, China, Japan, Singapore, 
Malaysia and Australia and then go to Europe 
and the US because you can build so many in- 
frastructure projects іп your province, in your 
city, in your town under the build-operate 
transfer law. You don't have to depend on the 
national budget.” 

He didn't say how their pleasure trips abroad 
would benefit their constituents paying for all 
the congressional “missions” that are planned 
every year to entertain the legislators. And he 
didn't say either that the spouses of the solons 
would be allowed to travel with them, at public 
expense, too, because this was implicitly under- 
stood from previous standard practice. 

"That million-peso assurance must have sali- 
vated De Venecia's audience many of whom 
меге expecting the privileges he promised 
‘which were in fact among their incentives for 
running for Congress. They have invested mil 
lions in their campaign that they now expect to 
recover with interest rom thelr legislative privi- 
leges, among them the opportunity to travel in 
style for private enjoyment at public expense. 

Just reading that garbage made me retch. It 


ТНЕ STORY IS TOLD ABOUT A PRIEST WHO 
thought he had lived a pretty good life on 
earth. In heaven, he found himself chained (о 
an ugly woman, while his old bishop was 
chained to a pretty woman. The priest went to 
St. Peter and complained why this was so. St. 
Peter said: “It's none of your business. You get 
on with your penance, and let her get on with 
hers 2 

їп today's Gospel (Lk. 10, 38-42) Martha, 
burdened with much serving, complains to 
Jesus and asks him to tell her sister Mary to 
help in the serving. In, reply Jesus says: 
“Мапа, Martha, you are anxious and wor- 
ried about many things.” Those who play 
God, those who have appointed themselves 
as guardians of morals and righteousness, 
would do well to ponder these words of Je- 
sus. Perhaps, if we were more humble, we 
would not fall into the trap of comparing 
ourselves with others, and of complaining 
to God what should be and what should be 
donein this world. 

When we were seminarians, we had a priest 
who was really diligent and hard working, and 
he called us “hardly working.” No problem 
with his virtue of hard work, but his problem 
was his pride. He made himself the standard, 
and expected everyone else to be like him. 

When we find ourselves taking the road of 
pride and self-righteousness, we'd do well to 
remember again the saying "There is a God, 
and you're not Him." 

Remember the story about a tourist who 
saw a fisherman relaxing on the beach? He 
chided him for taking it easy instead of 
working. 

The fisherman replied, “What for?" 

"Well if you work and have more money, 
you can relax and take it easy.” 

‘To which the fisherman retorted: "That's 
exactly what I'm doing now!” 

Instead of focusing on each other, why don't 
we all focus on God and the mission He has set 
before us? Instead of quarrelling or comparing 
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reminded me of another scandalous statement 
that made headlines in 1946 to the serious 
prejudice of the Liberal Party under its newly- 
elected President Manuel A. Roxas. The news- 
papers narrated, obviously with much glee, 
that at a caucus of party leaders presumably to 
discuss the spoils of victory in the preceding 
election, Senate President Jose Avelino report- 
edly said, "What are we in power for?" 

‘And yet that statement was definitely mild 
compared to De Venecia's arrogant pledge to 
allow his supportive colleagues to travel busi- 
mess class to various attractive places in the 
world to educate them on how to make better 
laws for a tuition fee of P1 million for each of 
them to be paid from the public treasury. 

De Venecia's come-on was, in my view, vote- 
buying at its crudest. He was actually and 
openly promising the new representatives that 
if he should again be elected speaker with their 
support, each of them would be gratefully re- 
warded with а P1 million travel allowance to 
enable them to visit the world, together with 
their spouses as special official companions, at 
the expense of Juan de la Cruz. 

Strictly speaking, the promise made by De 
Venecia may not be vote-buying as applied to 
popular elections under our election laws, But 
there is no question that it was a direct induce- 
ment for the solons to vote for him as speaker 
зо they could enjoy the special and expensive 
privileges dangled before them. 

One could contend that vote-buying as 
legally understood applies only to candidates 


Don’t worry 


Isagani A. Cruz 
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ourselves with others, we'd do well to be guid- 
ed with what St. Augustine said: "Unity in es- 
sentials; respect in doubtful matters; love in all 
things." 

Somebody once said that the lives of people 
these days can be summed up їп three words: 
Hurry, Worry, Bury. A lot of people are in a hur- 
ry and carry a lot of worry, and so, find them- 
selves early in the cemetery It's time for us to re- 
discover the 3R' in Ме: Relax, Reflect, Renew. 

Statistics show that people’s worries can 
be summed up thus: Things that never hap- 
pened (40 percent); things that have hap- 
pened and cannot be changed (30 percent); 
petty and needless worries (22 percent); le 
gitimate worries which аге beyond one's 
control (8 percent). So, what are you worried 
about? And for thos ho worry so much 
about their health, please don’t forget: None 
of us will leave this world alive! The more 
you worry, the faster you go to the cemetery. 

In a way, those who worry too much, doubt 
God, and even insult Him, Herbert Lockyer 
says that worry implies doubt in God's love, 
ie., that God is not concerned and that He 
does not care. Worry also implies doubt in 
God's wisdom, i.e., that He does not have а 
plan and that He doesn't know what is best. Fi 
nally, worry implies doubt in God's power, i.e., 
that His grace is not sufficient. So, stop worry- 
ing, stop doubting and stop insulting God. 


July 26 is the Feast of Saints Joachim and 
‘Anne, parents of Mama Mary. There are a 
thousand and one things that parents worry 
about their children, and the worrying never 
ends, However, a very good reminder to par- 
ents is that your children belong to God more 


for the vatious offices from the presidency of 
the Philippines to the lower barangay posi- 
tions. The prohibition does not cover vote-buy- 
ing for the offices of Senate president and 
speaker of the House of Representatives which 
are filled by the august members of Congress 
and not the gullible voters in the popular elec- 
tions, 

‘Admitted, but that is only from the legalistic 
point of view. Morally, itis absolutely and inex- 
cusably objectionable and should not be em- 
ployed by any candidate for the high office of 
speaker of the House of Representatives like 
the Honorable Jose de Venecia. 

There is another provision of law De Venecia. 
should be reminded of and this is Sec. 3 of the 
Anti-Graft and Corrupt Practices Act which 
considers among the corrupt practices of pub- 
lic officers the act of: 

“(а) persuading, inducing or influencing an- 
other public official to perform an act consti- 
tuting a violation of rules and regulations duly 
promulgated by competent authority or an of- 
ense in connection with the official duties of 
the latter, or allowing himself to be persuaded, 
induced or influenced to commit such viola- 
tion or offense." 

‘That provision might cover not only Speaker 
De Venecia but also any one of his colleagues 
‘who may be proved to have yielded to his per- 
suasion, While it may be argued, albeit only 
weakly thatthe above rule is not applicable to De 
‘Venecia’s questionable inducement, there should 
be no doubt that his appeal for the votes of his 
colleagues in exchange for his extravagant assur- 
ance of pleasurable privileges for them is hardly 
moral and in fact highly immoral. 

So what else is new in the lower House? 
(The “t is lower case and not descriptive of lo- 
cation but of character. Jose de Venecia's P1 
million commercial is so irresistible and practi- 
cally compulsive that it may clinch for him the 
speakership again tomorrow. 


than they belong to you. You do not own your 
children, You are only the caretakers and 
caregivers of God for your children, Play par- 
ent, but don't play God on your children. 
‘Avery good reminder too to our government 
leaders and public servants: This country be- 
longs to the people more than it belongs to you. 
You are only temporary caretakers and care- 
givers of God for His people. Play leader and 
servant. Don't play God on His people. Amen! 


Don't forget KISS (Keep It Simple, Stupid!) 
Ies plain stupidity when we complicate our 
lives, our relationships, our requirements іп 
life. Remember the adage "Simplicity is 
beauty”? If we may add, simplicity is peace. 
Go back to your original beauty, original 
‘commitment, and you will have peace. 

For years, I had in one comer of my room a 
ceramic décor with the words "You are God's 
work of art... Ephesians 2,10." Yesterday, while 
cleaning my room, it fell down and broke, In- 
stead of throwing it away, I put tat the center of 
my table to remind me that in spite of my bro- 
kenness, I am still God's work of art. 

Instead of worrying about the could have 
beens and should have beens in life, let us 
move on and accept that our God is a God of 
mercy, compassion and love. 

Inviting interested parties to a lay forum. 
on "Depression in the Elderly" to be held on. 
July 28, 2007 from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. at the 
Janssen Hall of Christ the King Seminary 
along E. Rodriguez Bouevard Extension, 
Quezon City Dr. Joel Eleazar, a psychogeria- 
trician from St, Luke's Medical Center will 
be the main speaker. The symptoms, causes 
and treatment of depression, especially in 
the elderly, will be discussed at the forum. 
For inquiries please call 373-2262 or 0917- 
4167849. You may also e-mail them at in- 
fo@bantaymatanda.org. 

Amoment with the Lord: 

‘Lord, remind me that when Iworry and hurry, 
Igo to the cemetery early. Amen. 
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Shooting from the hip 


LAST SUNDAY, 1 OUTLINED THE FOUR INVIO- 
lable legal parameters that qualified party-list 
winners must observe to obtain additional seats, 
and discussed how the Supreme Court, in "Veter- 
ans Federation Party vs Comelec,” converted 
these parameters into a mathematical formula. 

Summary of criticisms. Rep. Satur Ocampo 
alleged that the formula was intended to “margi- 
nalize, if not eliminate, progressive party-list 
groups in Congress.” (моен, 7/11/07) This 
criticism is unfair, uncalled for and totally base- 
less. No partisan or ideological bias ever crept in- 
to the Courts deliberations when the formula 
was crafted, 

Tn the Inquirer's June 24 "Talk of the Town," Os- 
car Franklin Tan alleged, in the main, that the 
Court-decreed formula failed (1) to justify the 
“two percent per seat ratio” given to the first party, 
and (2) to observe proportional representation, 
such that it (the formula) did not result “in a rough 
straight line when graphed.” Then, he proposed a 
methodology that would fill up that 20 percent al- 
location. To do this, he discarded the 2-percent 
threshold, which he belitted as “mathematically 
absurd.” Tan urged the grant of seats even to par- 
ties that obtained only 1 percent of the votes. 

In the July 1 “Talk of the Town," Felix Р Muga I 
termed the Tan formula “unacceptable” because, 
ironically it violated proportional representation. 
He added that a mathematically-prefect propor- 
tionality is possible only if the three-seat limit is 
also junked. So, his proposal discarded both the 
2-percent threshold and the three-seat limit. 

În an e-mail, Luis R. Baltazar claimed that both 
the Tan and Muga schemes were out of bounds, 
because they wrongly disregarded two of the four. 
inviolable parameters that the Court has repeat- 
edly and unanimously declared to be constitu- 
tional. Thus, he proposed—complete with data 
and tables—a mathematical rounding off. For ex- 
ample, any figure above 1.5 should be rounded 
off to 2 percent. Applying the “rounding off" 
method to the current election data, Baltazar was 
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able to increase the party-list seats to 53, 
which—according to him—constitute exactly 20 
percent of the current House composition. 

‘Comments on criticisms. Let me now briefly 
comment on these objections. First, on the al- 
leged failure of the Panganiban formula to pro- 
duce a "rough straight line when graphed,” there 
may indeed be some unavoidable distortions, but 
only because the formula reflects the distortions 
in the law. Note that the Court merely converted 
legal provisions into a mathematical formula. 

‘Second, rounding off may make sense in ab- 
stract math, but when applied to flesh-and-blood 
law, it may not. Sec. 11 (b) of the Party-list Law is 
clear: only those “receiving atleast two percent of 
the total votes cast for the party-list system shall 
be entitled to one seat each.” If, in a given elec- 
Чоп, 200,000 votes constitute 2 percent of the to- 
tal votes cast, then 151,000 or even 199,000 can- 
not satisfy the precise “at least two percent” legal 
requirement. 

‘Third, my formula granted the first party (the 
topnotcher) one seat for every multiple of 2 per- 
cent it garnered. This idea was derived from the 
laws mandate that а minimum of 2 percent enti- 
Чез a party to one seat. With the 2-percent thresh- 
old in place, proportionality is applicable only to 
the additional seat(s) ofthe qualified parties. 

Fourth, the obsession of the critics to fill up the 
20-percent allocation—which one critic comput- 
ed at 53 (and another at 55) seats, given that 
there are now 212 district representatives—may 
collide with the Constitution's injunction that 
“the House of Representatives shall be composed 


of not more than two hundred fifty members, un- 
less otherwise fixed by law.” Congress has not in- 
creased that number. Making the 20 percent allo- 
cation mandatory would mean a total of 265 (or 
267) lawmakers, way above the constitutional 
limit of 250. More solons mean more salaries, 
more allowances and more pork barrel, all of 
which also require a law. 

Solution to criticisms. Obviously then, the so- 
lution for the mathematically-obsessed critics is 
ап amendment of the law, particularly on 
whether the 20-percent allocation should be 
filled up all the time; whether the thresholds and 
limitations should be eliminated; whether round- 
ing offs should be allowed; and whether there 
should be an automatic increase in the total 
House membership to allow a proportional in- 
crease in the party lists. 

‘Any amendment on these points may change 
the Panganiban formula. Perfect proportionality 
сап be attained if there were no thresholds and 
limits, or if rounding offs were allowed. But these 
are policy matters addressed to the discretion of 
Congress, not of the Court. 

Та 2000, the Veterans decision already recog: 
nized the difficulties in converting the parame- 
ters into а flawless equation. However, despite 
the lapse of seven years and despite the active 
presence of party lists, Congress has not amend- 
ed the law to cure its alleged “mathematical ab- 
surdities." 

Hence, the Supreme Court cannot be faulted for 
‘unanimously reiterating the Panganiban formula 
in subsequent cases, confident that Congress—by 
its inaction—agrees with the Courts math. In- 
deed, some provisions of the law may be unwise or 
mathematically imprecise but, certainly, they are 
not unconstitutional. As “Veterans” aptly declared, 
“the Supreme Court does not make the law, it 
merely applies it to a given set of facts.” 

Comments welcome at chiefusticepangani- 
ban@hotmail.com 


Swimming in the Blue Lagoon 


CLAVERIA, CAGAYAN—ONE OF THE JOYS OF 
traveling the country is discovering little-known 
oases, scenic spots that receive little attention 
and even less tourist traffic. Indeed, as a journal- 
ist, one feels ambivalent about writing about such 
places. On one hand, there's the desire to share 
the experience—and yes, brag a little about dis- 
covering a hidden gem. On the other, there's the 
fear that by revealing the secret locale, one would 
have destroyed the very appeal of the place—its 
isolation and serenity. 

But this time I choose to err on the side of reck- 
lessness. The "Blue Lagoon" is too good to pass 
up. 

Some years back, during the installation of my 
brother Fr. Boboy Jimenez, SVD as president of 
Divine Word College of Laoag, he brought us, his 
siblings, as well as an entire busload of cousins 
and our uncle Қату Jimenez, to a resort in the 
famed beach of Pagudpud. But because the event. 
coincided with the onset of a typhoon, we had lit- 
tle chance to truly enjoy the place. Father Boboy 
маз rueful about the timing, saying Pagudpud 
was a fantastic beach, and rhapsodizing about a 
place he called the "Blue Lagoon." 

‘A few years thence, and Father Boboy is now as- 
signed to Claveria, a town in Cagayan just two 
hours’ drive away from Laoag. Earlier this week, 
my husband Pie and I flew to Laoag and then mo- 
tored to Claveria mainly to act as resource persons 
їп a seminar-workshop on campus journalism. Аз 
soon as we wrapped up the last session and "ko- 
dakan,” we changed into beach clothes, hopped in 
avan and were on our way to “Blue Lagoon.” 
"BLUE LAGOON” is the name given to a cove 
along the long beachfront of Pagudpud that 
has not been developed as much as the rest of 
the area because it was, until recently inacces- 
sible to vehicles. It gets its name from the 
deep, incredible blue of the water contrasting 
with the creamy sand. A sign along the beach- 
front proclaims it is “The Boracay of the 
North.” But while nothing quite matches the 
“Long Beach” of Boracay, “Blue Lagoon” has 
something that Boracay has lost—perhaps for- 


IWALKED THE BEACHES OF KANGKIMPONG IN 
Homonhon Island on a recent weekend—its oth- 
erwise creamy sand now rust-colored with runoff 
from the chromite mine up in the nearby moun- 
tains, 

‘Whenever the mining company uses its wash 
fan to let water flow downhill—to separate black 
chromite from other soil particles—the beaches 
become even redder, the people there told me. 
‘The silt extends over fish-spawning grounds near 
the shore. On bad days, the spring water also gets 
an unmistakable tint and flavor, and they have to 
go elsewhere fora safe drink. 

Friends I visited there say that they are no 
longer able to fish in these waters. Before the 
sand turned red, they did not have to go too far 
from the shore to get а decent catch. Now, howev- 
er, fish caught within the traditional distance are 
found to have abnormally red fecal matter, and 
people have grown afraid of eating them. 

Now, they have to spend more for their pump 
boats’ fuel, to fish further out at sea. With the 
added wear and tear on their bancas, their fishing 
costs have effectively gone up. This increase is 
shouldered entirely by the fisherfolk, because 
competitive seafood prices do not cover such 
added costs. Many have had to resettle elsewhere 
at their own expense, to get away from this “red 
carpet.” 

‘Thus, when people there hear of talk that min- 
ing will solve poverty, they know from experience 
that the opposite is true. Mining in their island 
has thrown them into deeper deprivation. 

I watched as tractors scooped black piles of 
chromite on to the backs of trucks, which tra- 
versed a temporary, walled pier, and then unload- 
ed their cargoes on to a barge. The barge then 
sailed to transfer its cargo to a ship moored in the 
distance, after which it shuttled back to the pier 
to receive more truck loads, Residents say that in 
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ever. And this is silence, serenity, unspoilt na- 
ture with forested hillsides framing the 
scenery with a backdrop of deep green foliage. 

‘One glimpse at the clear water beckons us to 
dive in, When we wade into the sea, we let out 
sighs of contentment. The water is actually 
warm, and the sand floor is free of debris or 
pebbles or stones or moss. 

‘There are a few picnic huts for rent for P200 
an hour, while a lady sells seashell trinkets in 
опе corner. There are a few resorts tucked away 
some distance from the beach, but save for а 
cluster of children, there's no one else in “Blue 
Lagoon” but our party of five. Father Boboy is 
apprehensive that if I write about the place, it 
might get “discovered.” But we might even be 
too late. While-we were having our merienda, 
two late-model vehicles drew up and some im- 
portant-looking men got off and started taking 
pictures of the beachfront. So go visit “Blue La- 
goon” as soon as you can, before the videoke 
joints and high-end resorts invade the place! 
WE visited other places of interest on our way to 
Claveria. One of these was the Cape Bojeador 
Lighthouse in Burgos, Ilocos Norte. More than а 
hundred years old, the elegant structure has been 
restored by American authorities as well as the lo- 
cal Coast Guard. Caretaker Vicente Acoba Jr, 
whose father took care of the lighthouse before 
him, admits he encounters “many ghosts” even 
during daytime, but he clarifies that they are 
“friendly” spirits and even smile at him when he 
encounters them. But we noticed he joined us as 
we drove down to the highway. 

Our next stop was the Bangui Bay Wind Power 
Project, which we visited mainly to take pictures 


Complicity 


COMMENTARY 


Cielito С. бойо 
John J. Carroll Institute on Church and Social Issues. 


а few days, as soon as the loading is done, that 
ship would be off to Japan. 

In Japan, that chromite will be used to make 
steel, stainless steel and alloy; and, maybe, even 
to treat leather. These will then go into the manu- 
facture of cars, construction frames, watches, cell 
phones, computers, electric fans, air condition- 
ers, some aluminum products and a myriad of 
other objects 

We buy these things, and they are then on our 
bodies, in our homes and our workplaces. We ride 
them on our streets and railways, and board them 
on piers and airports. 

Tlistened to the stories, which the people living in 
the area told in voice tones that sounded at some 
point disturbed, and alternately somewhat disinter- 
ested. I thought: “Even to them, this damaged state 
is becoming ‘normal’ and their lack of choice and 
control, they have swallowed as a given.” 

We walked those rusty shores, and in my mind 
it was so easy to rail against mining companies 
for their inconsiderate practices, and our govern- 
ment for a seeming bankruptcy of foresight for 
society's voiceless, forgotten and displaced. 

But the sight ofthat ship, and the knowledge of 
what it would carry and where it was going, 
quickly foreed me to step back to acknowledge 
that we are all part of the problem as consumers. 
‘That beach was made red by the way we live, and 
the things we buy. 

Т dream of a day when an ordinary consumer 
would hold an item for purchase and wonder 
how much ofits mineral content came from open- 


of the tall modern windmills lining a stretch of 
beach along Bangui Bay. The contrast between 
the rustic scenery and the icons of modern tech- 
nology producing renewable energy was striking. 
Tunderstand that because of the power generated 
by the windmills, electricity prices іп llocos Norte 
have been reduced drastically. 

At the end of our first day's sessions in Claveria, 
Father Boboy takes us to Portabaga Falls in the 
neighboring town of Sta. Praxedes. Portabaga is 
just one of many waterfalls in the mountains sur- 
rounding the area, but it is the most accessible, 
and boasts of pools and pavilions for the enjoy- 
ment of visitors. The parish of San Isidro in Sta. 
Praxedes will soon have its own parish priestin the 
person of my brother. But while the convento is still 
under construction, һе stays in Claveria, а town 
which had seen better days and is only now “recov- 
ering” from the devastation brought on by the dlo- 
sure of a lumber mill and plywood plant. 

1 MUST also add that our stay іп Claveria 
would not have been as enjoyable without the 
company of Father Boboy's confreres: Fr. 
Romy Fajardo, SVD, pastor of St. Joseph's 
parish and Cagayan district head; Fr. Gary 
Mendiguarin, SVD, director of the Academy of 
St. Joseph which hosted the seminar-work- 
shop; Ре Macario Apuya, SVD, assistant parish 
priest of St. Joseph's, and Sr. Leonora Llabore, 
HDW, a visiting sister from Bulacan. Our 
thanks, too to Perlita Somera, principal of ASJ. 

‘There were 52 participants at the seminar- 
workshop, students and moderators of school 
papers from nine public and private high 
schools: Claveria Rural and Vocational School, 
Claveria School of Arts and Trades, Nambuan 
Academy, St. Joseph High School Flora 
(Apayao), Divine Word High School Sanchez 
Mira, Sta. Praxedes National High School, Di- 
vine Word High School Danaili, and ASJ. 

‘Another reward of traveling the country is 
meeting idealistic priests (and crackerjack 
singers!) and teachers, as well as young peo- 
ple who, one hopes, really hold out promise 
for their communities and country. 


pit mines that obliterated forests and damaged 
fishing grounds; when he would look around at 
the things already in his house and ask, “Which 
river, whose drinking water, whose fish, whose 
livelihood was messed with, so that these compa- 
nies could sell me these things, so that 1 can have 
all these things?" 

People do not normally feel connected to com- 
munities affected by open-pit mines. We see a саг 
we like, for example, and are happy to buy it with 
as little money as possible. The consequences to 
the environment and to communities no one has 
heard of are not part of the final purchasing десі 
sion. 

Our own complicity is lost on us. We know only 
our own final and narrow end in а long series of 
transactions. The cost to communities that are in 
the pathway of open-pit mining is not even part 
of the consumer's set of information, for him to 
discount it. You cannot discount what is invisible 
toyou. 

Thus, itis not the norm for consumers to ask 
companies to stamp a seal of social justice or en- 
vironmental integrity on products they pay good 
money for. Typical consumers are cognitively dis- 
connected from how items of their purchase are 
made, and crucially this “disconnection” decides 
the behavior of companies, The effect is that the 
typical business corporation does not feel any 
pressure or incentive to signal or prove to con- 
sumers that final products are designed, manu- 
factured and packed in a way that reduces depen- 
dence on irresponsible mining, 

It is true, companies and many governments in 
developing countries discount the future cost of 
damage from hard rock pits. But this is not the 
whole story. Together with companies and gov- 
ements, we the consumers form the triad that 
determines the quality of life in the communities 
that are negatively affected by mining. 


IN MANDAUE, LOCAL POLICE CLAIM THAT THE SHOOT- 
ing of Japanese national Taroh Suda is most probably linked 
to а Jove triangle involving his live-in partner, Lotis Pepito- 
Pukawa. Mandaue City police chief Senior Supt. Alexander 
Abadinas told media that although she is not necessarily а 
suspect, she is under investigation for her possible involve- 
ment. 

In Barangay Tejero, Cebu City, police released the name 
of a suspected robber, 18-year-old Rojade Rivera Into, who 
stabbed a Waterfront police station operative after he al- 
legedly grabbed the 
cellular phone of a 
fellow passenger in 
а public utility jeep- 
теу. 

And in Metro 
Manila, Justice Sec- 
retary Raul Gonza- 
lez relieved Senior 
State Prosecutor 
Emmanuel Velasco of the task of handling the investiga- 
tion on activist Jonas Burgos’ disappearance, due to Velas- 
co's revelation to the media of the names of five military 
suspects. Never mind, of course, if the name of every sus- 
pect in every rape, murder, kidnapping and cellphone- 
snatching, purse-stealing is bandied about on television 
and print, without a murmur from the mythical justice de- 
partment. 

Tt was unfair, claims the honorable secretary of justice, for 
Velasco to release the names of suspects, because it will be 
considered true by a gullible public and will put the govern- 
ment in a bad light. And how can it be true, he demands, if 
Delfin Bangit himself had denied the involvement of these 
officers? Maj. Gen. Delfin Bangit, formerly head of the Presi- 
dential Security Group, now chief of the AFP's intelligence 
service, the lovely gentleman that Press Secretary Ignacio 
Bunye hails as a man who “belongs to that breed of military 
officers steeped in professionalism and loyalty to the Flag.” 
His work at the PSG has “endeared him to the First Family" 
for “his excellent job in securing the seat of power and au- 
thority” Of course, because Bangit says so, it must be true, 
given the flawless track record of the army's intelligence ser- 
vice. 

Take, for example, the time when it surfaced that the li- 
cense plates sported by the vehicle used in Jonas Burgos’ kid- 
napping came from another vehicle impounded last year by 
the military. It was the superb intelligence work of the mili- 
tary that came up with a brilliant explanation. According to 
‘Armed Forces Chief of Staff Gen. Hermogenes Esperon Jr, 
the license plates had been stolen from military property 
“when everyone was not looking around.” He supposes the 
thieves may have been displaced settlers. “You can imagine 
some troublemakers really took advantage,” he says. 
Frankly, it is unimaginable, but this may be because the rest 
of us are not gifted with the same brand of intelligence in 
general use among the military top brass. 

Velasco was relieved from the Burgos case after announc- 
ing in a press conference that the Department of Justice 
would investigate two military officers allegedly involved in. 
the abduction. He also revealed that an informant, claiming 
that Burgos was dead and that the plan to snatch Burgos was 
hatched in October 2006, went to his office and identified 
the officers involved in the abduction. 

An informant had earlier said the other vehicle, a maroon 
Toyota Altis with Plate No. XBC 881, was a staff car assigned 
to army chief Lt. Gen. Romeo Tolentino—a claim that To- 
lentino denied 

The truth of these matters has not yet been verified, and it 
is doubtful they will be with Velasco's removal from the case. 
If his relief sends any sort of message, it is that an investiga- 
tor who turns up information contradictory to the govern- 
ment position will find himself without a job. Even the am- 
bassador of the European Union said he was “astonished” at 
Velasco's relief, just as Velasco appeared to be making head- 
way in the investigation, 

Gonzalez. was upset by Velasco's release of information. 
“You have to be prudent in things like this. There's а Ше in- 
volved. 1 think Velasco was just excited to get in the news,” 
says Gonzalez, whose office appears to be the site of regular 
media soirees. "He did not clear it with m. 

‘The АРВ however, has no qualms about releasing other in- 
formation about Jonas Burgos. According to documents and 

“credible” witnesses, says Lt. Col. Ernesto Torres, Jonas Bur- 
gos (dragged screaming 86 days ago into a van with plate 
number TAB 194 by armed men) is, in fact, a member of the 
New People's Army. 

In removing Velasco, Gonzalez argues that it was "im- 
prudent" to release unverified information. Following his 
logic, it should also be imprudent to assert Burgos’ NPA 
membership without full verification. Interestingly, there 
is no attempt to condemn the release of this new informa- 

according to the military, the witnesses are "credi- 

Burgos’ role in the NPA was “significant,” and the 
documents they held had "something to do with the orga- 
nization” and that all these pointed to Jonas’ involvement 
in the NPA. 

Whether or not the military “discovers” that Burgos was 
an NPA member is irrelevant. What is relevant is that he was 
taken against his will from his family and friends for reasons. 
beyond their comprehension. If he is indeed an enemy of the 
state, he deserves, as any other individual, to be tried in a 
court of law, and not by a group of men who believe they сап 
define “credible.” All these sudden pronouncements only 
make the case against the military stronger. 

Torres claims that Burgos’ alleged membership in the NPA 
does not single him out as an automatic military target. “Lam 
not singling out Jonas Burgos, but the organization is the en- 
emy of the state because itis taking up arms against the gov- 
ernment.” 

For an institution that makes public announcements of 
their almost-holy war against the NPA, to pronounce the 
absent Burgos a soldier of the NPA is one of the most 
ridiculous tactical movements the military can make if 
they want to win over the public. Imprudent does not cov- 
er it. Unless they plan on producing a barefoot Burgos car- 
rying an M16, itis a move that ranks even higher than Maj. 
Gen. Jovito Palparan’s claim that he "encourages victims 
to get even.” Now the military has а motive, now it looks 
like a cover-up isin progress. 

Perhaps they cleared it with Gonzalez first. 
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EXTRAJUDICIAL KILLINGS 


‘View from the mountaintop’ 


T THE OPENING OF THE SUMMIT ON EXTRAJUDICIAL KILLINGS AND FORCED DISAPPEA- 
rances on July 16, Chief Justice Reynaldo Puno gave the reasons why he called for the two-day 


gathering. 


"One of them is to prevent losing eye contact with these killings and disappearances, revive our righteous indig- 


nation, and spur our united search for the elusive solution to this festering problem,” he said. (See article below.) 


‘The Commission on Human Rights placed the num- 
ber of victims at 403 from 2001 to May 31, 2007, 


By Reynato S. Puno 
Chief Justice, Supreme Court 


HAVE BEEN ASKED THE 
reason for blowing the trum- 
pet call for this “Summit on 

Extrajudicial Killings and Forced 

Disappearances.” 

In the beginning, the question did not 
bother me and with the patience of Job, I 
tried my level best to explain its ratio- 
nale. It seems, however, that the question 
hasa long life and it kept on hounding me 
whenever 1 meet people. It dawned on 
me that the persistence of the question 
has its salience for it shows at the very 
least the surprise with which people 
greet the summit. 

If you scratch the surface further, you 
will discover that a large slice of our peo- 
ple appears to have their concern over 
these killings and disappearances al- 
ready interred by time. Their sense of 
shock has been anaesthetized by the es- 
calation of the killings and disappea- 
тапсез despite the size of the space given 
to them by the print media 


Losing eye contact 

If there are compelling reasons for this 
summit, one of them is to prevent losing 
eye contact with these killings and disap- 
pearances, revive our righteous indigna- 
tion, and spur our united search for ће elu- 
sive solution to this festering problem. At 
this moment, we may not know how to 
solve this problem, but we do know that the 
sure way to lose its solution is to be immo- 
bilized by doubt, to be terrorized by the 
thought that any effort to lick the problem 
will no more than amount as an effort to 
square the ci 

‘This summit is envisioned to thus pro 
vide a broad lens, synoptic perspective on 
our problem of extrajudicial killings and 
forced disappearances. 

We have summoned the most authorita- 
tive scholars representing the rainbow of 
interests of the different stakeholders of the 
justice system, including international ex- 
perts, all of whom, we hope, can lead us in 
this journey, for certainly we do not expect 
this journey to be an easy one, a no-brain, 
follow-the-dot journey 

By calling this summit, we are affirming 
ош belief in human rights not only in the 
abstract, we are affirming that before the 
universal altar of human rights there can be 
по atheism or agnosticism on our part. 


Pro-human rights Charter 

This submission is no longer an arresting 
thesis for it can be confirmed by even aside 
glance а our 1987 Constitution. The 1987 
Constitution is the most pro-human rights 
of our fundamental laws. It ought to be for 
ff was a robust, reactive document to the 
trivialization of human rights during the 
authoritarian years, 1972 0 1996. Indeed, 
іш was written by those whose common 
thread is their bountiful bias in favor of hu- 
таптаа. 

‘This pre-eminent prejudice in favor of 
human rights induced our constitutional 
commissioners to reexamine the balance of 
power among the three great branches of 
government—the executive, the legisla- 
ture, and the judiciary. 

"The reexamination easily revealed that 
under the then existing balance of power, 


the executive, through the adept deploy- 
ment of the commander-in-chief powers, 
can run roughshod over our human rights. 

It further revealed that a supine legisla- 
ture can betray the human rights of the 
people by defaulting to enact appropriate 
Jaws, for there is nothing you сап do when 
Congress exercises its power to be power- 
les. It is for this reason and more, that our 
constitutional commissioners, deemed it 
wise to strengthen the powers of the judi- 
ciary, to give it more muscular strength in 
dealing with the non-use, misuse, and 
abuse of authority in government. 

Let me just cite two of these new promi- 
nent powers given to the judiciary. First, 
the judicial power was expanded to in- 
clude the duty of the courts of justice to 
settle actual controversies involving rights 
which are legally demandable and en- 
forceable and to determine whether or not 
there has been a grave abuse of discretion 
amounting to lack or excess of jurisdiction 
оп the part of any branch or instrumentali- 
ty of the government. 


Landmark case 

In the landmark case of Tolentino v. Sec- 
retary of Finance, 1 made the submission 
that “in imposing to this Court the duty to 
annul acts of government committed with 
grave abuse of discretion, the new Consti- 
tution transformed the Court from passivi- 
ty to activism. This transformation, dicta- 
ted by our distinct experience as a nation, is 
not merely evolutionary but revolutionary. 

Under the 1935 and 1973 Constitutions, 


the Court approached constitutional viola- 
tions not by finding out what it should not 
do but what it must do. The Court must dis- 
charge its solemn duty by not resuscitating 
а past that petrifies the present. 

Secondly, the paucity of power of the ju 
diciary in checking human rights violations 
was remedied by stretching its rule-making 
prerogative. Article VIII, Section 5 (5) er 
powers the Supreme Court to ‘promulgate 
rules concerning the protection and еп. 
forcement of constitutional rights x x x.” 
Such rules shall provide a simplified and in- 
expensive procedure for the speedy dispo- 
sition of cases, shall be uniform for all 
courts of the same grade, and shall not di- 
minish, increase or modify substantive 
rights, Rules of procedure of special courts 
and quasi-judicial bodies shall remain ef- 
fective unless disapproved by the Supreme 
Court.” 


Unsheathe unused power 

In expanding the judicial rule-making 
authority to enhance the protection and en: 
forcement of constirutional rights, our con- 
Stituional commissioners were endowed 
with prophetic eyes. For two decades later, 
ме would be bedeviled by extrajudicial 
Кїз and forced disappearances that 
would expose the frailties of our freedom, 
the inadequacy of our laws ifinuility of our 
system of justice. 

"Given these vulnerabilities, the judiciary, 
on its part, has decided to unsheathe its un 
шей power to enact rules to protect the 
Constitutional rights of our people, the first 


SUNDAY, JULY 22, 2007 


Please send feedback to 
Isarmiento@inquirer.corn.ph 


Editor Juan V. Sarmiento Jr. 


while the human rights alliance Karapatan reported 863 deaths. 
Puno said it was time to unsheathe the judiciary's unused power to enact rules to protect the people's right to 
life ifthe elected leaders could not perform that duty. 
‘Among the recommendations submitted by the workshops (each of which was facilitated by a justice of 
the high court) are for President Macapagal-Arroyo to order a stop to the. killings and for 

Congress to pass a law that would criminalize violence against journal 


sts, activists and 


judges. (See list below. -Ed 


remost of which is the right to life it 
self. But even while this power is textually 
committed by the Constitution to the judi- 
ciary, still we find some archantagonists of 
judicial power warning against the wisdom 
ofits exercise. 

With due respect, let me say that such a 
sense of unease is now but a footnote in the 
debate on the proper role of courts in pro- 
tecting human rights. After World War Il, 
countries that embraced liberal democra- 
cies as their political ideology have given 
their judiciaries the explicit authority to 
protect the human rights of their citizens. 

Indeed, this is congruent to the global 
expansion of judicial power, which has 
been observed as one of the most signifi- 
cant trends in late 20th and early 21st 
century governments. Some legal eagles 
call this phenomenon as the “judicializa- 
tion of politics.” 

‘This new role given to courts both in de- 
veloped and developing democracies is not 
difficult to understand. Heretofore, the 
protection of human rights has been en- 
trusted to the political branches of govern- 
ment or to our electorally accountable offi- 
cials and not to politically independent ju- 
diciaries. Over the years, however, the ex- 
pectation that human rights could best be 
protected by the political branches of go- 
‘ernment has been diluted. 

There is a catalogue of causes for this 
failed expectation but let me just cite the 
main ones. 

Elected officials usually go for what is 
popular but the vindication of human 


rights sometimes demand taking unpopu- 
lar decisions especially in instances, 
where due to technicalities, the right of 
the righteous is trumped by the rights о 
the wicked. 

Likewise, elected officials sometimes 
demur in making decisions that will dis- 
please their powerful constituencies 
Such a tilted stance cannot be taken by 
protectors of human rights who must at 
all times maintain an even keel on the 
rights of the opposites. 

"The Constitution is not only the refuge 
of the worthy but also the worthless, itis 
not only the fortress of the strong but also 
the weak. Also, it is the findings that 
elected officials are sometimes more in- 
terested in high-profile issues or those 
with great impact on the larger number of. 
their constituents 

Oftentimes, however, human rights са- 
ses are low profile especially when they 
affect the marginalized, or people whose 
existence some would hardly recognize ог 
worse, people dismissed as the invisibles 
of society. Indeed, no less than the United 
Kingdom itself, the bulwark of parliamen- 
tary supremacy, recently adopted the Hu- 
man Rights Act of 1998 conceding to the 
courts the power to enforce human rights 
as defined in the European Convention for 
the Protection of Human Rights. 


Judicial review 

All these justified the constitutional 
scholar, Professor Mark Tushnet, to pro- 
claim that the debate among constitution 
designers over parliamentary supremacy 
Versus judicial review is over. 

Proponents of judicial review have 
carried the day ..."If I have gone to some 
length in explaining the rise in the role 
of the judiciary in protecting human 
rights, it is simply to stress that nothing 
less is required by the universality of hu- 
man rights than a seamless, synchro- 
nized, and synergistic action on the part 
of the political and apolitical branches of 
government to address violations of hu- 
man rights. 

The time has come to say less and do 
more. Driven by the conviction that the 
Constitution is more than a cacophony of 
creeds, we in the judiciary have reques- 
ted you to join us in this summit. You have 
all come and taken the full steps, regard- 
less of your political conviction, and 
rightly so for in the crusade to protect 
constitutional rights there is no room for 
neutrality. They who seek to remain in 
the safety of the sidelines when human 
rights are under assault shall be con- 
demned by history into irrelevance 


Above prejudices 

‘This is the summit, the mountaintop 
where we have the opportunity to view 
the different profiles of the problem of 
extrajudicial killings and forced disap- 
pearances. There is one significance to 
this summit: its altitude allows us to be 
above the problem, and this significance 
is more than symbolic. The view from 
above is the clearest, error-free view. It 
tells all of us to stay above, above our 
prejudices, above our predilections 
hove our prejudgments 

We have begun a great undertaking buta 
work begun is only half done. Let us finish 
our work. Мау the God of Justice, the Au- 
thor of Life, bless this summit. Viciory 
awaits those who will persevere. 


By the 12 workshops at the summit 


For the Executive Department 
e Raise the budget for the Witness 
Protection Program; have special coun- 
sels for extrajudicial killings, and allow 
private prosecutors in extrajudicial 
killings (for the Department of Justice) 

‘© Create sanctuaries where victims 
ог witnesses or even the military сап 
seek refuge. 

e Strengthen rewards system for 
informers. 

eResume peace talks, preferably 
with ceasefire for three years. 

е Review the Comprehensive Agree- 
ment on Respect for Human Rights and 
International Humanitarian Law signed 
between the government and the Na- 
tional Democratic Front so that it be- 
comes more effective in promoting hu- 
man rights and averting extrajudicial 
killings. 

Train police on gathering evi- 
dence, on-site investigation and tech- 
niques on forensic examination. 

'e Conduct training on preliminary 


Proposals and recommendations 


investigation procedures to address con- 
cerns regarding dismissal of cases asa re- 
sult of improper procedures adopted by 
the police. 

е Hold an information campaign for 
ordinary citizens. Promote certain moral 
and ethical values that puta premium on 
tolerance and respect for the rule of law, 
consistent with the demands of a plura- 
liic society 

Put up offices, preferably in every 
province to receive complaints (for the AFP). 

ıe Issue order to municipal health offi- 
cers to take DNA samples of unidentified 
cadavers for preservation by the PNP 
forensic laboratory. 

Encourage military camps to be 
transparent. 


For the Supreme Court, judiciary 

sue a ruling that allows persons 
threatened with extrajudicial killings to ap- 
ply fora protection order from the courts. 

* Amend the Rules of Court to issue 
protective orders in favor of witnesses in 
cases of extrajudicial killings 

© Expand the definition of “extrajudi- 
cial killings,” as specified in Supreme 


Court Administrative Circular No. 25- 
2007 to include extrajudicial killings of 
persons by reason of their “advocacies.” 

* Increase the prescriptive period for 
filing cases of extrajudicial killings and 
forced disappearances from 20 years to 
25 years. 

© Create disputable presumption of 
knowledge by the superior of the acts of 
the subordinate, and eliminate the pre- 
sumption of regularity in the perfor- 
mance of official duties in prosecution of 
cases involving extrajudicial killings and 
forced disappearances. 

ө Revise the provisions of Rule 102 on 
Habeas Corpus to grant a more permissi- 
ble presentation of evidence and coun- 
ter-evidence. 

In habeas corpus proceedings, 
low petitioner to ask the court for an or- 
der so he or she can search specific pri- 
vate and public premises under guide- 
lines prescribed by the court in the pre- 
sence of the Commission on Human 
Rights (CHR) and police. 

Transfer the venue of a case to pre- 
vent undue influence. 

© Encourage judges to use perpetua- 


tion of testimony rules or the rules on 
conditional examination of witnesses. 

e Study sanctions and provision of 
stiffer penalties against parties that em- 
ploy malicious and willful misrepresen- 
tations in court. 

ө Review rules on evidence, hearsay, 
and modes of discovery; amend the 
Rules of Court to establish disputable 
presumption of command responsibility. 

@ Review the period within which 
warrantless arrests can be made from the 
time the political offense is committed. 

Revise Rule 113 of the Rules of 
Criminal Procedure. 

Allow use of electronic, remote tes- 
timony. 


For Congress 

© Study the possibility of creating а 
new crime in which the victim or the of- 
fended party isa journalist, judge, media, 
militant who is killed or kidnapped in the 
course of the performance of his duties or 
the conduct of his profession. This is not 
penalized under the Revised Penal Code. 

* Give more powers to the CHR—for 
it to also have prosecutorial and con- 


tempt powers, and fiscal autonomy to 
censure its independence. 

e Ratify the Optional Protocol for 
the Convention Against Torture and 
the International Convention for the 
Protection of All Persons from En- 
forced Disappearances, Protocol 1 of 
the Geneva Convention on the Protec- 
tion of Victims of International Armed 
Conflicts; the Hague Convention on 
the Protection of Cultural Properties 
and other treaties, 

Pass a law on the definition, co- 
verage, and penalties for extrajudicial 
killings and forced disappearances 
apart from murder, kidnapping and 
serious physical injuries as defined un- 
der the Revised Penal Code. 

Review the Witness Protection 
Program. Relax the criteria to qualify 
under the program. Increase its bud- 
get. Create a special Witness Protec- 
tion Program exclusively for extraju 
cial killings. 

© Enact a law to address the lack of 
understanding of the doctrine of 
“command responsibility.” 

Compiled by Inquirer Research 


THE DECONSTRUCTION ОҒ А PAID ADVERTISEMENT 
DESIGNED TO MISLEAD THE PUBLIC 


4. A compromise agreement between Radstock 
Securities and PNCC for 6 Billion pesos is signed when 
the actual value of the ceded properties and royalties 
is about 17 Billion pesos. 


1.1 PNCC did not want to wait for a resolution on the 
merits even if its own government lawyer said it 
had a 50/50 chance to win. 


1.2 What it would lose if it fought, it gave away 
without a fight practically all of its assets. 


1.3 This odious agreement leaves the National 
Government (NG) without recourse to collect the 
debt of PNCC amounting to billions that is 
recognized by PNCC itself. 


„ Radstock won the case on the basis of a Board 
Resolution foisted upon PNCC by Attys. Raymundo 
Francisco and Chairman Renato Valdecantos of the 
Asset Privatization Trust under ERAP. 


2.1 The Board of PNCC recognized an obligation to 
Marubeni that was not even a valid obligation of 
PNCC (formerly CDCP). In fact it was not even 
carried in the books of PNCC because it never 
considered it an obligation of PNCC as advised by 
СОА and OGCC. 


2.2 The Board Resolution passed was never ratified, 
in fact it was avoided by a subsequent Board 
Resolution after ERAP was ousted. 


2.3 The unratified Board Resolution was used by the 
RTC of Mandaluyong as its basis for its decision 
against PNCC in the amount of around Thirteen 
(13) billion pesos. 


2.4 The Office of the Government Corporate Counsel 
(OGCC) which so bravely fought the seemingly 
stacked case against PNCC in the RTC suddenly 
supports a compromise agreement that deprives 
PNCC of practically al! of its assets. 


2.5 The head of OGCC was promoted to the post of 
Solicitor General and is bound for the Supreme 
Court. What a reward! The Supreme Court shouid 
reject her future appointment to the High 
Tribunal. 


3. The Compromise Agreement was hurriedly approved 
in the Court of Appeals (CA) after the Supreme Court 
(SCO rejected the request of PNCC and Radstock to 
approve the compromise. The Supreme Court had 
remanded the case to the Court of Appeals. 


4. The matter has been brought to the Supreme Court 
where thankfully the Court resolved to issue a "status 
quo ante order" restraining the CA from implementing 
the highly questionable Compromise Agreement. 


5. The concerned citizens herein thank the SC and invite 
all other concerned taxpayers to join in this battle 
against what Is truly the "Grandmother of all Highway 
Robberies." 


The value of the Compromise Agreement was reviewed 
Commission On Audit, the second time by all four Commissioners 
sitting en banc. COA agreed that 6 Billion pesos is the actual fair 
value of the Compromise Agreement and NOT 17 Billion pesos. 


PNCC decided to enter into the Compromise Agreement because the 
significant risk of losing the case would have resulted in corporate 
obliteration from which there could have been no recovery. In fact, 
PNCC has been working assiduously to resolve its differences with 
its creditors, including PNB and the National Government, as well as 
Radstock, in order to restructure its balance sheet and restore the 
company to financial health. It appears that PNCC's objectives in 
this regard have been largely accomplished, and the company’s 
ability to look after its existing toll roads projects and undertake 
new ones in the future is now secure. 


This is obviously untrue! Otherwise the restoration of PNCC to 
financial health, as indicated above, could not possibly have 
occurred. The assets included in the Compromise Agreement were 
either surplus to PNCC's requirements or such that their disposition 
could not have affected its ability to operate. 


The PMO and PNCC have recently been meeting in order to reconcile 
the position of the National Government's debts due from PNCC, and 
it is understood that the figure due is in fact only around 2 Billion 
pesos. 


The Board Resolution in 2000: 


i. This did not resurrect the Marubeni debt from the dead! Indeed, it 
followed correspondence between Marubeni, PNCC, and the APT, on 
this very subject, in 1899. 


ii. The Board Resolution was based on a clearcut and strong opinion 
provided by the Feria Law Office to the APT to the effect that the 
obligations concerned were legally valid and binding. 


The recognition of the debt was a necessary precursor to the (as 
it turned out) failed privatization of PNCC in that year, so that 
bidders in the public auction would be properly informed about the 
financial status of PNCC. 


This is clearly nonsense, as the written and oral evidence given at 
the RTC proceedings established a clear factual basis for the 
existence of the debt, the receipt of moneys from the loans by the 
company concerned, and the validity of the guarantees. PNCC 
originally attempted to attack this conclusion by the RTC by asking 
the Court of Appeals, and then the Supreme Court, to rule that the 
RTC Judge had acted with "grave abuse of discretion". However, 
both the CA and the SC ruled that the RTC did NOT act with "grave 
abuse of discretion", and it can-be seen from this, as a consequence, 
that PNCC not only had a case to answer but was in serious danger 
of losing the case and seeing its asset base destroyed as a 
consequence. 


The Board Resolution was in fact ratified, and a Secretary's 
Certificate was issued by Atty. Glenna Jean R. Ogan, the Corporate 
Secretary of PNCC, on October 20, 2000, to that effect. 


The Board Resolution was not used by the RTC of Mandaluyong as its 
sole basis for the decision against PNCC. The RTC rather relied upon 
comprehensive written and огай evidence presented during the trial 
which clearly showed that the debt was legally valid and had not 
prescribed (as a result of demand letters and similar 
communications sent by Marubeni to PNCC and the APT-PNCC's 
principal shareholder-over the years). 


The OGCC had to face the reality that the case was being lost and a 
Compromise Agreement was in the best interests of its client, as, at 
that point, PNCC had been unsuccessful in defending its position as a 
debtor to Radstock at each of the three levels of the courts, the RTC, 
the CA, and the SC. 


This is an entirely inappropriate slur on the character and reputation 
of a talented lawyer and dedicated public servant who has justly 
earned her prominence in the legal profession. 


The issue of the Compromise Agreement being "hurriedly approved" 
is incorrect, as the Court of Appeals, in approving the Compromise 
Agreement, was simply respecting its own Rules of Court. The 
Supreme Court did NOT reject the Compromise Agreement, but 
simply remanded it back to the Court of Appeals for a final decision, 
as the Supreme Court concluded that it had “Но Jurisdiction". 


The decision of the Supreme Court to leave the parties in their 
present positions while it considers the Motion of Stradec is an 
entirely normal process, as it enables the Supreme Court to make a 
decision without that decision being prejudiced by any additional 
movement in the interim period. 


It is typical that this anonymous group calling itself "Concerned 
Taxpayers" should end their paid advertisement by attempting to 
suck up to the Supreme Court! The title for their anonymous group 
also raises the question as to who their members may be and what 
taxes they pay! 
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m Laguindingan 


KEPTICS HAVE ALREADY SHOVED IT OFF AS A 
S pipe dream. After all, it has been 15 years when 

it was first announced that a new modern air- 
port would soon rise in Laguindingan town. It was to 
respond to the growing demand for better air trans- 
port facilities for Northern Mindanao and Lanao 


provinces. 

‘The Laguindingan Airport of in- 
ternational standard was expected 
tobe built in Barangay Moog, in the 
booming town of Laguindingan, а 


35-minute drive to Cagayan de Oro 
City and less than an hour to Шап 
City: It would have boosted the re- 
gion’s economy and opened this 


LIMITED TIME PhotoDV OFFER! 
Get the Apple iPod Shuffle (168) worth P4,990 for FREE 
from June 15 to July 31,2007 only! 
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BiG iPod Shuffle 
DISCOUNT! 
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any of the following Canon Digital Mini OV Camcorders: 
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FREE DVDag. Tripod & 1 MiniDV Tape. 
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THIS model of an airport may remain just that if things are not straightened out in Cagayan de Oro. 


part of Mindanao to international 
trade. 

‘Years have passed but the project 
hung in uncertainty for lack of 
funds. The Korean government did 
Joan out 21.172 billion Korean Won 
(about $16 million) as early as 
1998 but the national government. 
failed to meet the 70 percent equity 
to complete the funding require- 
‘ment for the project. Now, the total 
project cost has ballooned to more 
than P12 billion. 

‘This week, Misamis Oriental Gov. 
Oscar Moreno, head of the inter- 
agency task force for the Laguindin- 
gan aiport project, happily an- 
nounced that the project was start- 
ing to take shape with the construc- 
Чоп of the access road to the airport 
now underway The Korean-trained 
Filipino contractor for the access 
road received from the Department 
of Transportation and Communica- 
tions their notice to proceed only 
last July 2. 


Pet Project 

Engr. Della Capicencio, project 
manager of the DOTC-Laguindin 
gan Airport Development Project 
(LADP), also confirmed that the 
pre-qualification bidding for the 
procurement of the project was 
almost done. She expressed opti- 
mism that civil works or the actu- 
al construction of the airport may 
begin by December of this year. 

As early as 1995, then Sen. Glo- 


Па Macapagal-Arroyo supported 
the proposal of the Cagayan-lligan 
Corridor Development Authority to 
construct а new airport that will 
boost the region's sagging economy. 
A technical study for the best possi- 
ble airport site was conducted by 
Louis Berger Philippines using 
funds granted by the Unites States 
Agency for International Develop- 
ment. The study showed that the 
proposed Laguindingan site meets 
the criteria for terrain and vicinity 
requirement for "international sta- 
tus airports.” 

In 1998, the South Korean gov- 
emment approved a loan of KW 
21.172 billion under the Economic 
Development Cooperation Fund to 
jumpstart the project. The loan has 
am interest rate of 25 percent 
payable within 20 years with a 10- 
year grace period. This amount was 
based on the 1996 estimated pro- 
ject cost of P902.7 million. The gov- 
‘emment’s equity then would have 
been less than P700 million. 

Arroyo explained later that as a 
senator she had always fought for 
the inclusion of the funding re- 
quirements for the project in the 
national budget but that there 
жаз always never enough money. 
Over the years, the national gov- 
ernment opted to fund the con- 
struction of new airports in Iloilo, 
Bacolod and Ilocos. 

Luckily with the Korean govem- 
ments 10-year grace period almost 
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ending, South Korean President 
Roh Моо Хп agreed to amend the 
Joan during his state visit in the 
country in December 2005. Arroyo 
said that the Overseas Cooperation 
Fund of South Korea had commit- 
teda Pé billion loan for the project. 

In January last year, President 
Macapagal-Arroyo led the air- 
ports groundbreaking in a simple 
ceremony witnessed by South Ko- 
rean officials, local government 
officials and residents. 

But Northem Mindanaoans were 
hardly reassured that the airport 
will soon rise when even President 
Macapagal-Arroyo could not give a 
timetable 

“Аз of now, we cannot as yet 
say when [construction] will 
жап. P6 billion [in government 
equity) is really very hard to put 
up," Ms Arroyo said in her speech 
during the ceremony. 
Privatization 

In the same ceremony, President. 
Macapagal-Arroyo announced the 
privatization of Lumbia Domestic 
Airport in Cagayan de Oro City to 
pay for the governments loan with 
the Korean Export-Import (Exim) 
Bank. 

The old airport in Lumbia has 
been criticized to be deficient owing 
to its location that has made it im- 
practical for expensive upgrading. It 
sits on top of а plateau where 
heavy-set clouds can make landings 


pole 


unsafe. The runway can only ас- 
‘commodate small aircraft and is de- 
pendent on the sunlight for visibili- 
y 

Governor Moreno explains 
that the Lumbia airport will still 
be used for private aircraft when 
Laguindingan airport is complet- 
ed. In the meantime, an improve- 
ment of its runway is being 
planned to allow airbus jets to 
land temporarily to generate 
more earnings. 


Most modern airport 

The new airport will rise in a 
sprawling 417 hectares of land 
acquired by the government from 
Ayala Land Corp. and from indi- 
vidual lot owners of Barangays 
Moog, San Isidro and Tubagon in 
Laguindingan. 

Engr. Ryan Gico, OIC of the 
DOTC-LADP management office 
in Cagayan de Oro, explains that 
while the airport will initially 
cater to domestic flights, it can be 
easily upgraded to accommodate 
wide-body jet aircraft. 

“Based on the classification set 
by the Air Transportation Office, 
the Laguindingan airport will be 
a trunkdine airport of internation- 
al standard. Our target is to cater 
to one million passengers annual- 
ly. Thats a hundred percent more 
than what the Lumbia airport can 
accommodate,” he said. "Eventu- 
ally, it will cater to international 

flights,” һе added, 

‘The airport was al- 
so designed to suit 
the current standards 
in air transportation, 
with all the modern 
equipment and tech- 
nology in place. A 
business park and 
amusement area is 
also being planned 
beside the airport. 

“It will be the most 
modern airport in 
Mindanao, almost at 
par with Davao Inter- 
national Airport,” 
said Gico. 


Relocation 

The wide open 
space where the air- 
port wil be built 
used to be occupied 
by about 600 fami- 
lies, most of them 
farmers with titled 
lots that they have 
tilled for genera- 
tions, The Ayala Land 
Corp., which owned 
88 ha of the land, 
agreed to expropri- 
ate the entire area 
with preconditions 
granted by the ATO, 
Such as excusive 
rights to develop a 
business park around 
the airport. 

Negotiations (ог 
the relocation 
dragged for three 
years and caused 
much delay to the 
project implementa- 
tion. Finally, in 2001, 
the National Housing 
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Authority, in coordi- 
nation with the 
DOTC-LADP and the 
local government, 
began what it called 
the Phase 1 reloca- 
tion of 248 families. 
The families were 
each compensated 
with P50,000 cash. 
All properties and 
crops that were ac- 
quired were fairly 
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Waiting for the flight ... 


valued and settled, 

‘The relocation process, however, was met 
with dissatisfaction among the affected fami- 
lies, The agreement was for the government 
to provide the lots but the actual construction 
ofthe house was to be shouldered by the relo- 
cated family. Many families refused to trans- 
fer to the site. Development of basic utilities 
such as potable water, sewage system and 
power lines were left unfinished and there 
was no clear indication from the МНА or the 
local government if it will be finished at all. 

During the groundbreaking ceremony last 
year, Ms Arroyo ordered the relocation of an- 
other 100 families still living іп the project 
area and ordered the immediate release of 
Р10 million for this. The Laguindingan Hous- 
ing and Resettlement Board was set-up to 
oversee the transfer of the original settlers. 

Governor Moreno said the local government 
was doing its best to have all the affected fami- 
lies properly resettled. The process of land ac- 
quisition began only in August last year. By June 
of this year, the Department of Environment 
and Natural Resources finally decided to allot 
34 ha to accommodate the remaining families. 
Site development, which will cost P40 million, 
was expected to begin next month. 

Still, he question of housing for the affect- 
ed residents remains hanging. The Gawad 
Kalinga foundation many years ago built a 
few houses at the Laguindingan relocation 
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site in response to the appeal of the farmers 
for help buta large number of residents is till 
Чатогїп for a clear answer. 

Some officials of the interagency task 
force say they might ask Vice President Noli 
de Castro to come in to settle the question of 
housing. 


Timetable 

Moreno said they were doing everything to 
fast-track the project. The inter-agency task 
force has been meeting every week for con- 
stant updates and was working overtime to 
meet the required timetable set by the Korean. 
government, which is December. 

Moreno admitted though that much work 
was still to be done before they could begin 
construction. "Everything is dependent on 
many factors, and one of this is the national 
economy," he said. 

Asa flagship project of the Arroyo adminis- 
tration and a personal goal of the president, 
can be easily understood why all the agencies 
concerned with this project has no time to re- 
lax just now. 

“If we start construction by December 
2007, we will count another four to five years 
before the airport becomes operational,” Gico 
said. 

This means the airport will open not in 
2010, as President Macapagal-Arroyo would 
have wished, but in 2012. 


Manila Water service upgrade 
in Taguig and Pateros 


Manila Water will conduct service improvement projects 
which will cause temporary water supply interruption in 
the following portions of Taguig and Pateros: 

Schedule: 12:01 a.m. to 4:01 a.m., Tuesday, July 24. 2007 


Affected areas: Brgys. Ususan, Tuktukan in Taguig, Brgys. Sta 
Ana, Aguho, Martires del 96 in Pateros 


Manila Water Company is advising all residents of the said areas 
to store enough water to supply their needs during the interruption 
period. 


We want to serve you better. 
These service improvement projects are 
necessary to ensure safe and reliable water supply 
for our East Zone customers. 


Manila Water 


AM 


4 


| forjaiglobalibusiness 


De La Salle Professional Schools 
Ramon V. del Rosario Sr. 
Graduate School of Business 


ar Eastern University 
Institute of Law 


@ 


When уге teach law, we mean business. 


Telephone:848-7279 Trunklines: 753-4611 to 15, locs, 101, 107 & 112 


tristan.macapanpan@disps.edu.ph 


ТЕ 2 
aster of Business Administration: 


se 


Juris Doztor 
Dual-Dégrée Program 


the; door, = 


Opening! 22 


Interacting with law students 
from various countries 


CO DUUM 


jeducation.. 


А 


Experiencing 

cultural differences today 

will play a pivotal role 

in future international dealing. 


Begin your pursuit of a Law & 
Business Management dual-degree. 
ENTRANCE EXAM SCHEDULE 

2nd Term School Year 2007-2008 

DATE/ VENUE 

JULY 28 / MAKATI & CANLUBANG 


AUGUST 11 MAKATI 


A PUBLIC SERVICE 
By the Department of Transportation and Communications (DOTC), 
and the Land Transportation Office (LTO). 


NOTICE TO THE MOTORING PUBLIC 


Starting on July 25, 2007, Compulsory Third Party Liability — Certificate of Coverage (CTPL-COC) 
issued by insurance providers will be verified through the Certificate of Coverage Verification Facility 


(COCVF) of the LTO IT System. 


Be advised that only CTPL-COC policies from insurance providers 


that are accredited by the Insurance Commission and connected to the LTO IT System will 


be accepted. 


A PUBLIC SERVICE 
ву the Department of Transportation and Cominunications (DOTC) 
and the Land Transportation Office (LTO) 


NOTICE TO THE MOTORING PUBLIC 


PROCEDURES FOR MOTOR VEHCLE REGISTRATION AND SÉCURING CERTFICATE OF COVER 
TORCOMPULSORY THRD PARTY UABILITY (CTPL-COO) 
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MEMORANDUM CIRCULAR amasar MRC TRUF 


200-854 


АП Regional and Assistant Regional Directors, Heads of 
DistrievExtension Опса, Head — LTO IT Project Management 
Commie. 


Online and Real-Time Registration and Authentication of Certificates 
of Cover for Compulsory Third Party Liability Insurance. 


16 ly 2007 


In line with Department Order No. 2007-28 dated $ July 2007 of ihe Deparimem of 
‘Tranportation and Commanicstions, prescribing the rules and regulations of the integration 
Gf the issuance and peymem of CTPL Insurance with the LTO IT Project's System and 
Datsbescs, and pending implementation thereof, during the tramition period mentioned 


therein tiere isa need 10 implement ан interim verification system, specifically the COCVF. 


In view thereof, all LTO officials and employees and ойк concerned parties are hereby 
directed to comply with the following 


1 Effective 25 July 2007, only COCs for СТРІ. tht are verified and sulenticatd online 
tnd real-time under the СОСУР System shall be accepted, 


2. біш shall, as the рифей propooea of the LTO IT Project, conduct oriemaion 
тейл and trainings on the СОСУР to ай concerned LTO officinis and employees, 


“This Memorandum Circular shali remain effective ший: (a) the expiration of the ninety (90) 
days terion period stipalated in the DOTC Department Order No. 2007-28; or (b) the 
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Appeal to dog owners 
TUGUEGARAO CITY—An official of the National Statistics Office here has 
appealed to dog owners to have their dogs vaccinated and have them 
chained during the census on Aug. 1-29. 
Angelina Callangan, NSO officer, asked the residents to protect census 
enumerators who will go from house to house to conduct the 2007 census. 
She said they wil conduct the census to provide curent data on population. 
counts which wil serve as a basis of internal revenue allotment and creation of 
mew local government units (LGU) or conversion of existing LGUs to higher level. 
Estanislao Caldez, Inquirer Northern Luzon 


Dengue downs 550 in Laguna 

STA. CRUZ. Laguna—The number о! dengue cases in Laguna rose to 550, 
with six persons dead, prompting the Provincial Health Office (PHO) based 
here to warn residents to double their efforts to prevent any further rise of 
victims and casualties. 

Dr. Alfaneo Lagos, PHO chief, said that as of June, Calamba City had the 
highest cases at 88; San Pablo City, 64; San Pedro, 52, and Los Baños, 35. 
Those killed came from San Pedro, 2 victims, and Calamba City, Cabuyao, 
Pagsanjan and Bay towns which had one victim each. 

Dr. Job Brion, San Pablo City health officer, said dengue cases in the city 
as of July stood at 90, with Barangay San Gabriel having the highest num- 
ber of 12 victims. 

Romulo 0. Ponte, Inquirer Southern Luzon 


War on dengue in Bacolod 

BACOLOD CITY—The Negros Occidental provincial health office has inten- 
sified operations to destroy breeding grounds of mosquitoes that carry the 
dengue fever virus. 

The deaths from dengue fever in the province and Bacolod City have 
reached 19 as of July 16 while 1,019 others were afflicted of the disease. 

Millions of mosquito larvae were found near the public cemetery in Hi- 
nobaan town by a local search and destroy team late last week, Negros Oc- 
cidental provincial health officer Luisa Efren said. 

Efren added that her office supplied the insecticide to address the prob- 
lem. She said а fire truck was also used to help suck out water from the area. 
ASOLDIER test fires a mortar during exercises in Fort Magsaysay in Nueva Ecija. The testing of the mortars was crucial following discovery of 10 remove the mosquitoes’ breeding ground. 
dud mortar projectiles of the Marines during a clash with Moro guerrillas in Basilan. The failure of some mortar shells to explode and mortar "We are campaigning for search and destroy operations to put a stop to 
tubes to eject the projectiles led military officials to start an investigation. eowmsrcasus the spread of dengue-carrying mosquitoes,” Efren said. 

Of the 19 deaths, Bacolod had six; Hinobaan, 3; Sagay and Valladolid, 2 
each; and Cadiz, Don Salvador Benedicto, Kabankalan, log and Bago, 1 


= 4 each, Provincial and Bacolod City Health Office figures showed. The most 
number of dengue cases came from Bacolod City at 451, with Bago City 
coming in far second at 88 cases. 


Carla P. Gomez, Inquirer Visayas 


Former vicar general dies 


e e 
‘SAN PABLO CITY—Rev. Msgr. Domingo Gilbuena Dolleton HP (honorary 
riviie all un ct rere on 
‘the cathedral of this city died July 15 after a lingering illness. He was 75. 


A graduate of the Jesuits’ San Jose Seminary at Ateneo de Manila Univer- 
sity in 1962, he had just celebrated the 45th anniversary of his priesthood 


NAGA CITY—A LAWYER WHO IS CONDUCTING thosethataiderrristsinlaunch- New Peoples Army rebels could 8 uly 1, He was tarred on July 20 at the San Pedro the Apostle Farish 


abge New People's Army rebels could Churchin San Pedro, Laguna, hometown of the deceased 
: ; i ^ 
lectures for soldiers and policemen on the contro- EST 4, bewsedasevidenceofteorism. v Doleton was formerly rector ofthe San Pablo Theological Formation 


8 8 inns 3 P House (1991-96) in Tagaytay City and was made vicar general of the dio- 
versial Human Security Act, the Philippines ver- asks forthe details ofthe plans of known to collect so-called revolu- gess Iram 1868 1o 2002 


sion of an antiterror law, said journalists who had 2 publie facility Tare ر‎ eee ерин Romulo Ponte, Inquirer Southern Luzon 


established communication links with terrorists HSA,” Teoxon said. ‘The lawyer said it would not be 60 pushers, users held 


1 i Thelawyerwarnedthelawen- enough because, he said, the САМР OLIVAS, Pampange—Polcein Pampanga arrested 60 suspected drug 
could be held liable for terrorism. forcers here to be careful in ob- trime of terrorism basically in-  peapers and usare hr a ra on asnpeced drag lirin Mabalacat oon on Jy 10. 


“Should a journalist be investi- their sources is not covered by taining evidence against suspect- volves “predicate crimes” like "The raid on llang-liang St. on Pineda Subdivision in Barangay Dau сате 
gated under HSA to divulge de- privileged communication but ed terrorist. Government agents, mutiny, piracy, kidnapping, ille- after a buy-bust operation, according to Pampanga police chief Senior Supt. 
tails of communications with a journalists cannot be compelled he said, should follow proce- gal possession of firearms, arson, Кейіп Singian. Police reported confiscating 29 sachets of shabu, a small 
terrorist?,” lawyer Manuel Teox- to divulge their sources under the dures. rebellion, insurrection and mur- brick of marijuana, assorted drug paraphernalia and a gun. 
оп asked in a lecture before po- law. He noted that wiretapping and der among others. It was the first known big crackdown on the supposed drug lair, which is 
lice and Army personnel here уез He said privileged communica- eavesdropping could only be car- He said to become an actofter. known in the area as Roxas District. 
terday: tion covers communication bet- ried ош legally with the written  rorism, the act must have created Tonette Orejas, Inquirer Central Luzon 

Теохоп said he personally be- ween spouses, doctors and approval of the Court of Appeals widespread panic and fear. : 
lieved that a journalist was liable lawyers and clients, anda faithful after law enforcers submit writ. Teoxon said that unlike all ot. Slaughterhouse waste pond hit 
and should be investigated if he confessing to a priest. ten applications. er laws, the HSA lacks the imple-  BANSALAN, Davao del Sur Residents living near the government-operated 
had communications with а Teoxon said a doctor has an | Teoxon said law enforcers menting rules and regulations Slaughterhouse here have called on officials to initiate preventive measures over. 
known terrorist. oath to treat anyone, terrorist or would be held liable if they carry (IRR) to define the gray areas and _ the uncovered waste pond that has been posing a danger to their children 

Теохоп, a lecturer on the HSA otherwise while a lawyer has out wiretapping and eavesdrop- the Palace only wanted to come | The residents cited the June 15 death of a 3-year-old child, who died after 
and former Naga City legal offi- sworn duty to protect clients who ping without approval from the out with a primer. she fell into the waste pond. 
cer, said this was one of the gray seek his legal services. appellate court and they could be Не said that without the IRR, Расе бала, the victimis mother, said the lack of security at the slaughterhouse 
areas of the new antiterror law But he said the kind ofcommu- imprisoned for that. the HSA could only end up as ап "ade t easy for children to ener the fact. “The gale is aways open,” Dima sald 
because, he said, communica- nications that can be covered by Ап Army soldier rose to ask if academic discussion. Juan Escan- ie bacio relcio deputy chit of the ious slaughter рефе Im 
tions between journalists and surveillance and wiretapping are money seized from suspected dor Jr, Inquirer Southern Luzon Бете де Soran about the uncovered waste pond." teris a need 

for me to spend my own money, | will do it just to solve the problem," he said. 


Aussie firm in Vizcaya mining changes name again А ran Din, Inara intero 
Oldest Ibanag dies 


BAYOMBONG, NUEVA VIZCAYA— cause) we want the company to cal communities, as required by are facing an enemy that is con- TUGUEGARAO СІТҮ—Ап Ibanag man believed to be the oldest resident 

‘An Australian firm that wants to be international in a sense, be- the Local Government Code of standy changing its looks,” here died on Saturday at 100 years and five months old. 

conduct large-scale mining activi. cause OceanaGold is better 1991 Prescilla Guilao, Papaya village Amado Beran, a cargo truck driver, was a vegetarian and did not drink or 

ties in upland Kasibu town has known internationally. Its just Тһе change of name became treasurer, said in the dialect. smoke, his family said. He was blind for 14 years but regained bis sight in 

changed ks name for the second branding,” he said. known early this month when the She said the people also sus. 2003. Beran told his relatives that he blamed his night driving for his blind- 

time in nearly three years. Compa- OceanaGold is aiming to start company tried to start explo- pected that rich foreign business- 7655 бие to the continuous flashes of light coming from other vehicles. 

ny officials claim the move is partof its proposed gold-copper project ration activities in Papaya village теп were using different corpo HÎS daughter Aurora, а retired teacher, recalled what her father еш 

а corporate packaging strategy. in Didipio village amid opposi- in Kasibu, drawing opposition rations as dummies. advise her eas Lis ese] Бена) ды eder eral deed 
Australasian Philippines Мі. tion from thelocalcommunites. from locals. lao ted at ander Ag. IR заа lest it re lst wk wn ы sido be takan to 

ing Inc. (Apmi) is now known as Formerly known as Climax Villagers said mining should talian company, Oxiana Phils, "^ орам ее, а Catdez, Inquirer Northern Luzon 

Dd Phils., Inc., by virtue Arimco Mining Corp. (CAMC), the never be allowed in their area be- was also granted an exploration M 

ofa2006mergerinAustraliabet- company gained entry into the cause it has been declared permit covering about 5,800 ha i 

МАЛА une шш тл (тебя шее шл Saeco es 

parent company, ° and technical assistance agreement watershed for about 10,000 Papaya residents said the change ween Army soldiers and a group of New People's army rebels in Gabaldon, 

OceanaGold Ltd, said Ramoncito with the government in 1994. hectares of citrus plantations іп of name was meant not only as a Nueva Ecija, on Sunday. i 

Gozar, the company’s associate CAMC later transferred the Malabing Valley. “cosmetic remedy” to boost the Ц. Col. Jose Kakilala, commander of the Army's 48th Infantry Battalion, 

director for communications and FTAA to Apmi in a 2004 agree- “Geologists came insisting that company’s image before mining in- said the slain rebel was identified only as one Ka Pedro. Kakilala said blood- 

external affairs. уы A ment. However, it has failed to they no longer needed the con-  vestors, or to evade liability for its stains in the encounter site in Barangay Malinao indicated that several 
"Apmi in the Philippines just start actual mining operationsaf- sent of the community. People previous actions. Melvin Gascon, rebels were wounded in the gunfight. 

sought for a change in пате (be- ter failing to gettheconsentoflo- there are confused because we Inquirer Northern Luzon Anselmo Roque, Inquirer Central Luzon 


Clark exec insists on different use of airport land 


CITY OF SAN FERNANDO—THE DMIA's Industrial Estate (IE) 5, According to him, the previous reclaimed lands. sity due to the presence of theair- Naia “unfit” for take-off and land- 
chief proponent of the Central reducing the airports land area CDC administration opened the Mangio, who is not known to port. The high-rise buildings of ing due to heights of structures 
Business Dist Project, which from 2,500 to 2,200 hectares. ТЕ 5 for development. be a confrontational person, on Makati, Fort Bonifacio, and Orti- around it and which are not in 
has locked base conversion exec- “We will develop it (ina way) He said the company Peregrine Saturday appeared not to chal- gas do not apply in Clark." compliance with ICAO safety stan- 
utives іп а feud on the future of that (it) is harmonious to the de- bid for it but failed to meet com- lenge Laus head-on. ‘They also noted that “in terms dards, ATO officials said: "This has 
the Diosdado Macapagal Interna- velopment of the airport,” Laus mitments and lost its stakes. “CDC will conduct a feasibility оѓ developments west of the ex- greatly reduced the capacity of 
tional Airport, said he would pur- told the Inquirer before last Another CDC official privy to study and master plan for the isting runway, there are struc- Naia which іп turn has become an 
sue the project “in the best inter- Thursdays inauguration of the the bidding process confirmed highest and best use of the area, tures which are in violation of the opportunity for DMIA to position 
est” of the facility's development. new container terminal at the Laus’ information. considering its proximity to the [International Civil Aviation Or- itself as the next international 
Levy Laus, president of the Subic Bay Freeport in Zambales. CIAC president Nestor Mangio airport,” he told the Inquimer on ganization] standards which gateway for the Philippines.” 
Clark Development Corp, said Тһе CBD, he said, may help the оп June 17 asked President Saturday. have resulted in а revision of President Macapagal-Arroyo in 
the CDC board of directors has Clark Intemational Airport Corp, Macapagal-Arroyo to retain the In the minutes of a May 23 flight pattern for DMIA inbound last Thursday's conference on the 
agreed to proceed with the P18- which manages the development 300 ha for the airport's use. meeting with CDC and CIAC offi- and outbound aircraft.” Luzon Urban Beltway reiterated 
million feasibility study to deter- ofthe DMIA, to raise money for a То point out the DMIA's advan- cials, Air Transportation Office ‘The conflicts in land uses atthe фе role of Clark and Subic and air- 
mine what businesses fit the new terminal for low cost carriers. tage of having а huge and con- executives said: “In all master Ninoy Aquino International Air- ports and seaports there in creating 
CBD. Laus also clarified it was not tiguous land, his letter men- plans prepared for Clark, devel- port “should not be repeated іп а “best” service and logistics hub in 
It was proposed to stand on a during his term that the 300 һа tioned at least three Southeast opment of Clark had always been Clark,” ATO officials said. Southeast Asia. Tonette Orejas, In- 
300-hectare land within the was set aside from the DMIA. Asian airports that were builton envisioned as low-rise, low-den- With one of the runways at the  quirer Central Luzon 
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Mindanao tribal folk 
ask for military help 
vs alleged NPA abuses 


DAVAO CITY—TRIBAL LEADERS 
from all over Mindanao sought 
the military’s help in seeking jus- 
tice against alleged abuses com- 
mitted by communist rebels in 
their communities, 

On Thursday, 58 tribal leaders 
passed a resolution addressed to 
Armed Forces chief Gen. Hermo- 
genes Esperon during а confer- 
ence here. 

In the resolution, which was 
spearheaded by the Mindanao In- 
digenous Peoples Conference for 
Peace and Development (MIPCPD), 
the tribal leaders urged Esperon to 
help them bring the abuses before. 
the attention of the Supreme Court. 

The high court has spearhead- 
ed a summit aimed at addressing 
the spate of attacks, targeting 
mainly militants 

The tribal leaders said the abus- 
es committed by the New People's 
Army (NPA) have been going on 
for decades now but justice re- 
mains elusive for the victims. 

“We seek the assistance of ће 
AFP leadership to intercede for IPs 
in Mindanao to bring to the atten- 
tion of the Supreme Court to in- 
vestigate and to give justice to the 
violations of IP rights caused by 
the CPRNPA-NDF (Communist 


Party of the Philippines-New Peo- 
ples Army-National Democratic 
Front)” the resolution read. 

Tt was not specified in the reso- 
lution what abuses were commit- 
ted by communist rebels but the 
tribal leaders presented docu- 
ments—including police blotter 
extracts—to support their appeal. 

Rosela Ayap, 18, а Manobo girl 
from Sitio Rano in Barangay Bina- 
ton, Digos, Davao Del Sur, said vil- 
lage elders often tell her she was 
one ofthe survivors ofthe infamous 
1989 Rano massacre. She was then 
two-months old, she said. 

‘At least 38 people, including her 
mother, were killed when NPA rebels 
stormed a church in the village. 

“My mother hid me under her 
dress before she was shot dead,” 
Ауар quoted relatives as saying. 

Esperon, who was named hon- 
огагу даш during the conference, 
vowed to help the lumad commu- 
nities 

But while he supports an inves- 
tigation of atrocities committed 
by communist rebels, Esperon 
said his position about the need 
for the resumption of the peace 
talks with the insurgents re- 
mained. Dennis Jay Santos, In- 
quirer Mindanao 
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cross the NATION 


The way Guimaras Gov. Felipe Nava (left) and Jordan Mayor Cresente Chavez (right) handie these Olive Ridley turtles betrays the 


їп Jordan town has become these gentle 


——— 


delicateness with which the endangered animals are being treated nowadays. А village 
Creatures’ breeding ground and villagers are starting to learn that the turtles’ place was in the sea and not the kitchen. 


ARNOLD ALNACENINQUBERVSAVS 


NPA won't deny or confirm Jonas tag as rebel 


CITY OF SAN FERNANDO— 
Army chief Lt. Gen. Romeo To- 
lentino's allegation that kid- 
mapped agriculturist Jonas Bur- 
gos was a member of the New 
Peoples Army drew no reply from 
the 38-year-old communist army. 

For the second time, the NPA 
command in Bulacan, where Bur- 
gos works as a trainer for a farm- 
ers’ group, has neither confirmed 
nor denied such claim. 

‘Two INQUIRER sources in the 
NPA could not establish contacts 
with the group since Friday. 

“1 think itis not because they're 
skirting the issue that they don't 
want to issue a statement about 
Jonas. They have been extra cau- 


Multinational 
firm workers 
keep up Makiling 
tree planting 


LOS BANOS, LAGUNA—THE 
landslides and floods that killed 
at least 16 people at the height of 
Supertyphoon “Milenyo” last 
year was an eye-opener for com- 
munities and other groups in La- 
guna, according to Dr. Portia Lap- 
itan, director of the Makiling 
Center for Mountain Ecosystem 
(MCME) 

Many organizations, institu- 
tions and private companies of- 
fered support and help to the cen- 
terafter the deaths, she said. Sev- 
en of them went to Makiling to 
plant trees. 

‘The most recent tree-planting 
was held on Friday when about 
60 employees of the agri-chemi- 
cal company DuPont Philip- 
pines, planted at least 1,100 
saplings. 

Gerry Garcia, country business 
manager of DuPont's crop protec- 
tion business, said the company 
has been conducting its annual 
tree planting in Mt. Makiling for 
seven years now. 

“We are lending our services, 
because we realized how some 
portions of Mt. Makiling have 
been denuded,” Garcia said. 

He said the deforestation of 
Mt. Makiling was confirmed 
when many logs, which were ob- 
viously illegally cut, came down 
from the mountain at the height 
of Milenyo. 

“We know it is the cause of 
foods and landslides in Los 


tious about their security due to 
increased military operations in 
the area. Perhaps they would is- 
sue a statement in due time,” the 
Bulacan source said. 

The INumEn first tried to reach 
the NPA for comments when а 
certain Joey Martinez e-mailed 
an open letter to reporters on 
May 31 claiming that Burgos was 
atop leader of the NPA in Bulacan 
and the Communist Party of the 
Philippines there. 

Martinez claimed that Burgos 
was known as “Ka Ramon" in the 
revolutionary movement, detailing 
also his tasks and accomplishments. 

Martinez hinted that Burgos 
may have been killed by their 
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EMPLOYEES of DuPont scale Mt. Makiling to plant trees. 


Bafios and nearby areas. Mt. 
Makiling has already lost its tree 
cover that is supposed to prevent 
floods,” Garcia said. 


Endemic species 

Since 2001, they have planted 
a total of 5,365 species in 2.51 
hectares of the protected moun- 
tain. Among the species planted 
were папа, balakat, banuyo, 
kalumpit, betis, ipil, supa, lamog 
and lamio. 

The seedlings were planted 
near the classrooms of the Philip- 
pine High School for the Arts, 
which is very prone to landslides. 

Garcia said most of the 


own comrades due to internal 
conflicts over revolutionary taxes 
collected from mining companies 
and politicians. 

His claims apparently toed the 
military's line that the killings 
and abductions were due to a 50- 
called purge in the movement. 

Reacting to Martinezs letter 
and the military's plan to check 
оп Burgos’ background, the sec- 
retary general of the Kilusang 
Magbubukid ng Pilipinas, Danilo 
Ramos, said the missing agricul- 
turist was а KMP member. 

“For the record, [Burgos] is a 
member of the Alyansa ng Mag- 
bubukid ng Bulacan, a chapter of 
the КМР He is not an NPA mem- 


saplings were tagged so that they 
could monitor their growth. 

He said that some of the trees 
they planted were unscrupulous- 
ly cut down, based on reports of 
the MCME and the College of 
Forestry and Natural Resources. 

"We have to do it annually to 
sustain the project,” he said. 

The MCME is rallying on the 
people to clear the riverbanks of 
Mc. Makiling. It has conducted ап 
information and education cam- 
paign to persuade the people to 
leave the dangerous areas. 

Residents have already evacu- 
ated from the river with the help 
of the municipalities of Los 


ber” Ramos said in a statement 
onJune9. 

То Fr. Rolando de Leon, chair 
of the Alyansa ng Mamamayan 
para sa Pantaong Karapatan, the 
matter of whether Burgos was an 
NPA rebel or not was “less of a 
concern” to him. 

“Тһе more important ques- 
tions now are ‘who abducted 
him? ‘why was he abducted?’ 
and is abduction according to the 
rule of law in our country? Pre- 
suming he was an NPA, he still 
has the right to have a day in 
court, not abducted or killed,” the 
priest said of the son of press free- 
dom icon Jose "Joe" Burgos. 

De Leon said there was “cir- 


RA CATHERINE CALEAINQUBERSOUTHERNLUZON 


Bafios, Laguna and Sto. Tomas, 
Batangas. 

“1 think people are coping but 
slowly and they are trying to pre- 
pare for the coming strong rains, 
Lapitan said. 

There are instances when 
trees, instead of absorbing car- 
bon dioxide, even contribute to 
its emission, she said. 

She said that to effectively se- 
quester carbon dioxide, the old- 
growth forest should be conserved 
while regularly planting new ones 
because young trees can absorb 
тоге carbon dioxide than the old- 
er trees. Niña Catherine Calleja, 
Inquirer Southern Luzon 


cumstantial evidence" linking the 
military to the abduction of the 
agriculturist on April 28 in a Que- 
zon City mall. 

‘The license plate in the van of 
the suspects and that police inves- 
tigators traced to a jeep impound- 
ей in the 56th Infantry Battalion 
in Norzagaray, Bulacan was, he 
said, “already telling” of who 
might have snatched Burgos. 

“Tve been to that Army camp 
twice. What fool would risk his 
life to steal a car plate that has no 
commercial value? That camp is 
well guarded. Its absurd to say 
residents outside the camp un- 
dertook the theft," De Leon said 
ina phone interview on Saturday 


Тһе priest added: "The military y 
has no right to be the accuser, ће 2 
judge and the executioner of any 
citizen. There must be due pro- ^ 
cess. Even criminals are accorded 
due process. That's the rule of law. 
It is a quality of a democratic, free 4, 
and civilized society.” H 

"Jonas must be released even if `. 
he's an NPA, They should not de- 
prive him of his right to live," De. 
Leon said. 

More than 50 of the 130 politi- 
cal activists who went missing or 
were summarily killed since 
2001 were from Bulacan, reports 
from the watchdog Кагарагай 
showed. Tonette Orejas, Inquir- 
er Central Luzon 


Police, PDEA agents 
raid shabu laboratory 
in Mindoro Oriental 


CAMP VICENTE ШМ, LAGUNA— 
Antinarcotics agents and members 
of the Mindoro Oriental Provincial 
Police Office swooped down on a 
suspected shabu laboratory in the 
middle of a fishpond in Calapan City 
and confiscated chemicals which 
could produce P2.1 billion worth of 
the illegal drug on Saturday. 

Senior Supt. Agrimero Cruz, 
Mindoro police chief, said his 
men and personnel of the Philip- 
pine Drug Enforcement Agency 
(PDEA) raided the makeshift fac- 
tory built in the middle of a six- 
hectare fishpond in Barangay 
Navotas at around 5:30 a.m. 

He said the operation was cov- 
ered by a search warrant issued 
by Calapan Regional Trial Court 
Judge Tomas Leynes. 

"Two suspected operators of the il- 
legal drug manufacturing unit were 
able to escape using a pump boat be- 
fore authorities entered the area. 

Recovered from the area were sev- 
en drums of ephedrine, which could 
produce more than 700 kg of shabu. 

Also confiscated were 18 boxes 
of hydrochloric acid, 10 boxes of 
carbon chemical and other pre- 
cursor ingredients used in manu- 
facturing shabu, also known as 
the “poor man's cocaine." 

Police also confiscated a big 
generator and other electrical 
equipment used to provide power 
forthe shabu lab. 

Cruz said they received infor- 


mation about the operation of the 
makeshift factory being used to 
manufacture shabu (metham- 
phetamine hydrochloride) al- 
most two months ago. 

“We believe that the syndicate 
behind this was able to fully oper- 
ate just after the May 14 elec- 
tions,” he said in a mobile phone 
interview with the INQUIRER. 

He said that to avoid any legal + 
impediments, police patiently 
conducted surveillance opera- 
tions to identify the operators of 
the shabu factory. 

“We were then able to pinpoint 
at least three Chinese nationals 
who were seen frequenting the 
area," he said. 

Cruz said that despite its loca- 
Чоп, the improvised shabu facto- 
ту was sophisticated in terms of 
its security arrangement. 

He said the operators of the 
shabu lab had a security camera 
placed on top of a gate 100 meters 
away from the main establishment. 

"That was why before we could 
even destroy the gate's padlocks, 
the suspects had already boarded 
the boat and sped away,” he said. 

Cruz said they were now trac- 
ing the other suspected members 
of the drug syndicate. 

He said they would also investi- 
gate the owner of the fishpond Y 
Which started'to lease the area tothe ¢ 
suspects last March. Marlon Ramos, 
Inquirer Southern Luzon 


Kalinga gov sees elders as peace mediators, enforcers 


BAGUIO CITY—KALINGA GOV 
Floydelia Diasen, widow of assas- 
sinated Vice Gov. Rommel Diasen, 
has deputized the province's tribal 
elders as her official government 
peace mediators and enforcers. 

She said deputizing these el- 
ders has proven to be more effec- 
tive in keeping the peace and ex- 
acting justice than conventional 
law enforcement. 

Diasen said government miscon- 


ceptions about the role that tribal 
relationships play in the Cordillera 
have sometimes contributed to the 
violence there. This is one reason, 
she added, elders should be tapped 
for peace keeping duties. 

Kalinga tribal elders enforce 
territorial and resource sharing 
agreements called "bodong." 

This generation of Kalinga resi- 
dents stil relies on elders to prevent 
violent reprisals against offenses 


and even petty quarrels among trib- 
al families there, the governor said. 
Being lined up for “bodong” res- 
olution are the 10-hour gun fight 
between squatters and a demoli- 
tion team in Rizal, Kalinga, on 
June 25, and unresolved murders 
like the case of Indonesian priest 
Franciskus Madhu, Diasen told re- 
porters during a Wednesday gener- 
al assembly called by the Cordillera. 
regional development council 


Diasen said she is not forming a 
new council of elders, preferring to 
deal with Kalinga clan leaders who 
actively enforce the bodong. 

She said she planned "to recon- 
cile bodong with our modern le- 
gal system so that the aggrieved 
party will have justice.” 

"The tribe always answers for a 
member who committed an of- 
fense but it does not look at the 
root cause of the offense. That is 


why the offense is committed 
[again] because the tribe [ends 
up protecting] the [offender]. 1 
hope there are ways to control 
the (offender),” she said. 

Diasen also pushed for the par- 
ticipation of more women in the 
bodong, an idea some traditional- 
ists frown upon. 

Kalinga professionals and Church 
leaders once tried to reduce the in- 
fiuence of bodong because they 


were being blamed for бап feuds 
that sometimes lead to bloodshed. 

Tabuk City Mayor Camilo Lam- 
mawin said the antibodong advo- 
cacy “had political backing, but it 
never became a popular senti- 
ment among Kalinga.” 

He said the city already made big 
strides when it strengthened the 
council of elders influence on local 
decision making. Vincent Cabreza, 
Inquirer Northern Luzon 
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FILIPINO FAN holds up her copy of the 
latest Harry Potter book at a Taguig City 
bookstore. паана 


Potter fans 
fete last 
book’s sale 
worldwide 


NEW YORK—ANNA TODD AND KELSEY 
Barry, both 20, jumped up and down, scream- 
ing and hugging as they touched their Harry 
Potter books and smelled them as if handling 
anewborn baby. 

“It smells like fresh parchment,” said Вапу, 
‘among the first in ine at the Barnes & Noble in 
Manhattan's Union Square. “It smells like mag- 
к^ 

Porter dust sparkled worldwide. Bookstores 

across Britain and the United States, Singapore 
and Sydney, unveiled their copies Saturday of 
"Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows,” the sev- 
enth and final volume of the young wizard's ad- 
ventures. 

Eager readers, many of whom had lined up 
for hours, rushed from the tills, opening the thick 
hardback book to take in the opening words: 
“The two men appeared out of nowhere, a few 
yards apart in the narrow, moonlit lane." 

Inside were answers readers had waited long 
to learn and that J.K. Rowling and her publishers 
had labored to keep secret. Will Harry kill evil 
Lord Voldemort, or die in the attempt? Who will 
be slain in the battle between the good guys and 
the wicked Death Eaters? And what are deathly 
hallows, anyway? 

After obtaining a copy at a Singapore book- 
store, Adela Lim, 16, flipped to the end of the 
book, scanned the text furiously and exclaimed 
to her friends, “Oh, my god! Oh, my god!" 

Rowling, who а decade ago introduced her 
‘magical character in "Harry Potter and the Sor- 
сегеўз Stone,” and is now richer than the queen, 
was giving a midnight reading to 500 competi- 
tion-winning children in the grand Victorian sur- 
roundings of London's Natural History Museum. 

For many hard-core Potter-maniacs, the place 
to be was Waterstone's bookstore on Piccadilly іл 
central London, More than 5,000 people lined 
up for hours before the midnight opening, in a 
festive, colorful line stretching around the block. 

1л the Philippines, the book launch was more 
subdued. While a bookstore in Makati had its 
sales people in costume and a group of Potter 
fans in full regalia visited several malls the night 
before, there were no long lines or crowds at 
stores. 

Two INQum editors who got fustday 
copies—one at Trinoma at 7:15 a.m. and the 
other at Ali Mall at 10:30 a.m.—reported just 
‘walking into the bookstores, asking for the book, 
paying and then leaving. 

‘Waiters at a Rome bookstore served colorful 
Potter-theme cocktails, a green one called "Ser- 
peverde”—Italian for Siytherin—and an orange 
one named "Grifondoro" - Gryffindor. 

In Cambridge, Massachusetts, "Harry & the 


Potters" and other bands in a genre dubbed 
“Wizard Rock" lit a musical fire under Harvard 
Yard on Friday night in celebration of the mid- 
night release of the book. 

"Tel Avivs Steimatzky bookstore was due to 
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By Margaux C. Or 


LIKE MANY OTHER GREAT ENDEAV- 
örs, the program began with an unfor- 
tunate incident, 

Liza Silerio, SM assistant vice presi- 
dent for operations, recalled how an en- 
counter with an autistic boy in SM 
Megamall four years ago taught them 
how to take better care of their special 
customers. 

The boy, who was pounding on the 
wall of one of the mall's shops, was ap- 
proached by a mall guard who repri- 
manded him. 

“Our security guard thought he was 
just a hyperactive adolescent,” Silerio 
said. 

The boy ran away and could not 
be found for hours, leaving mall 
administrators to deal with his 
very worried mother. 

‘Though the boy was even- 
tually found safe, the SM Su- 
permalls management began 
thinking about the services 
they offered to persons with 
disabilities (PWDs). 

‘They consequently launched 
а project that received accolades in 
ап international conference for the 
handicapped last month. 


New mission 

“Through its _non-handicapping 
‘committee, SM has made it its mission 
to serve the differently abled,” SM Su- 
permalls president Annie Garcia told 
the INQUIRER. 

“The mall should provide а safe envi- 
ronment, especially in a country where 
it plays a big part in everyday life,” Gar- 
cia said. 

According to her, they consulted 
heads of various organizations like the. 
Philippine Autism Society, Down Syn- 
drome Society, National Council for the 
Welfare of Disabled Persons and local 


ARAMP makes it easy for the 
differently abled to go into the mall 
from the street. 
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‘Barrier-free’ environment 
at the malls for PWDs 


mn 


government agencies to transform their 
28 malls into a “non-handicapping en- 
vironment.” 

“Our architects and design teams 
now place greater emphasis on imple- 
menting accessibility codes and making 
certain that provisions of the Magna 
Carta for the Disabled are incorporated 
in the design of every new shopping 
mall,” Garcia said. 


Safety features 

Facilities such as ramps, lifts, priority 
lanes and wider parking slots for dis- 
abled customers are integrated into 
building designs. 

Newer malls also have elevated 
pedestrian pathways to ensure access to 
the handicapped. 

But more than improving the physi- 
cal structures of their malls, SM has tak- 
en on the bigger challenge of educating 
their people to serve their special pa- 
trons better. 

"We began educating everybody: jan- 
itors, security guards, managers, execu- 
tives, even our tenants and retail affili 
ates," Garcia said. 

Every three months, representatives. 
of organizations for PWDs conduct lec- 
tures for mall personnel, especially the 
frontliners, like security guards and jan- 
itors, who deal with customers directly. 

The most important part of the pro- 
gram, according to SM officials, is the 
information drive on the importance of 
caring for and prioritizing PWDs. 

“We have 28 malls nationwide, in- 
cluding 14 malls in Metro Manila alone, 
and 2.5 million shoppers daily. We are 
in a position to undertake the pro- 
gram,” Garcia said 


“I realized that the mall could really 
be a springboard for awareness,” she 
added. “We could teach the public 
through our frontline personnel.” 

‘The SM official noted that bringing 
the message to other customers “is а 
gradual process.” She noted that some 
people get irritated when they are 
asked to give way to PWDs. 

Their program has generated inter- 
est abroad that SM officials were invit- 
ed to a conference last month to talk 
about the role of the private sector in 
the Philippines in promoting a non- 
handicapping environment and in em- 
powering PWDs. 

‘The conference was attended by gov- 
ernment and nongovernmental organi- 
zations from 19 countries. It was held at 
the United Nations Economic and So- 
cial Commission for Asia and the Pacif- 
ics Development Center on Disability 
in Bangkok, Thailand. 


Sole representative 

“The Japan International Coopera- 
tion Agency (Jica), one of the sponsors 
of the center, asked us to share our ex- 
periences,” Garcia said, adding they 
were the only members of the private 
sector invited to the conference. 

The participants were delighted with 
the SM program, she said. 

“They did not know that a company 
could actually have a committee fo- 
cused on implementing programs for 
the handicapped,” Garcia noted. 

‘According to her, conference partici- 
pants wanted to know how SM con- 
ceived the program and why it decided 
to undertake the public service. 


give rides to the 
disabled or elderly. 
There are also stations 
where one can rent 
wheelchairs. | көшім 


"We said we wanted to learn from 
our mistakes. We have to have a human 
dimension in caring for our business,” 
she said. 

Рибе Shalim, executive director of 
the National Council for the Welfare of 
the Disabled, said SM achieved а lot in 
making their malls “barrier-free.” 

"We are encouraging the SM admin- 
istration to be a change agent for other 
malls,” Shalim said. He added that they 
plan to hold consultations with other 
malls on adopting a similar project. 


Crucial roles 

Shalim stressed malls could play cru- 
ial roles in bringing about change, 
such as “putting the interests of PWDs 
inthe spotlight.” 

Garcia agreed, pointing out that peo- 
ple have patronized SM for a long time 
and their expectations of the mall have 
changed through the years. 

“Mr. Hans Sy, president of SM Prime 
Holding, has emphasized that it is a 
management vision when we say we 
open our doors to the public,” Garcia 
said. 

She stressed that SM owes it to the 
public to serve everybody better 
through education and a heightened 
sense of awareness. 

"We're not perfect, and Im sure in 
the future, we'll make mistakes. But in 
eamest, what we want is more con- 
sciousness so parents with special chil- 
dren could use more help,” Garcia said. 

"We should not take for granted the 
little joy that they find in the mall. We 
should make it pleasurable for them 
and their families," she added 


Tips on dealing 
with special 
children 


HAVING TO DEAL WITH A MYRIAD OF CUS- 
tomers every day, security guards and janitors 
face the gargantuan responsibility of juggling 
all kinds of tasks: from inspecting handbags 
to giving directions and at times, calming 
down an angry shopper. 

However, they are quick to realize after 
years of experience that not all customers are 
the same and that some should receive special 
attention, 

SM Supermalls assistant vice president for 
operations Liza Silerio pointed this out in a re- 
cent gathering of 300 security guards and jani- 
tors at the SM Megamall in Mandaluyong City. 

“The people at the malls’ frontline—the 
janitors and the guards—are very important 
іп providing service to persons with disabili- 
ties (PWDs),” Silerio stressed. “They are the 
first people the customers see and approach 
whenever they need assistance.” 

The seminar, titled "SM's Role in Caring for 
Special Customers: Persons With Disabili- 
ties," is held every three months in the depart- 
ment store's 28 malls to provide continuous 
education to their “frontliners,” Silerio said. 

‘Among the speakers at the quarterly gath- 
ering were Erlinda Koe, president of the 
Autism Society of the Philippines; and Dottie 
Pasia, executive assistant of the Down Syn- 
drome Association of the Philippines. 


Easy to identify 

Pasia, mother of an adolescent girl with 
Down's Syndrome, said persons with this con- 
genital disorder are easy to identify because 
they lookalike. 

She explained that while children with 
Down's Syndrome respond to positive expres- 
sions of friendship, they get upset by inconsid- 
erate behavior and sometimes throw tantrums. 

“When this happens, just smile at them and 
keep quiet until their tantrums pass,” Pasia 
said. She also reminded the mall personnel to 
refrain from staring at children with Down's 
Syndrome because they are usually sensitive 
about this. 

Koe agreed, adding that families of special 
children need only people's love and under- 
standing. The mother of a 13-year-old autistic 
boy, she explained that autism confines per- 
sons with this disorder to a world of their 
own. 

“People should understand that it is not a 
disease, but a sensory processing disorder,” 
she said. She enumerated the ways of dealing 
with an autistic adult or child: 

Observe them and notify your supervisor 
especially if they are alone. 

© Approach them slowly and calmly. Let 
them know that you are not a threat. Smile. 

* Be cordial. Keep a low tone of voice. 

If they are agitated, try to calm them 
down. Try offering a glass of water. 

* Look for identification or communica- 
tion aids. In some cases, parents tattoo their 
phone numbers on the arms of their autistic 
children. 

e If they can speak, ask them where their 
companion is. 

‘© When they have calmed down, proceed 
tothe security office. If there is resistance, just 
stay with them until their companions arrive. 

© If they are aggressive, call for back-up 
and restrain them but do not strike them. 

Margaux С. Ortiz 
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ias overseas toiling on land and at sea, in factories, in construction sites and in the homes ofthe world, and wherever work can be contracted to secure a botter life for their families. These are their stories. 


| Global activist launches campaign 
to cut cost of sending remittances 


By Kenneth М. del Rosario 


FRANCIS CALPOTURA, 44, HAD BEEN 
living abroad for more than 30 years when a 
study grant took him around the world and 
gave him a first hand look at the sacrifices 
made by overseas Filipino workers. 

Francis, who grew up in Loyala Heights in 
Quezon City, migrated with his family to San 
Francisco, California in the early 705, and saw 
how hard overseas Filipinos worked in order to 
send money to their families back home. 

“The money ‘workers send to their loved 
ones they did not earn easily,” Francis told the. 
IQuinen in an interview. “It comes from their 
blood, sweat and tears ... pure hard work." 

‘To him, the act of sending money home was 
more than an obligation; it was a noble ges- 
ture of love, 

He noted that many Filipinos abroad have 
jobs with low salaries and minimum benefits, 
ifatall 

"What would be left of their money if a sig- 
nificant chunk is 1052 to the high cost of re- 
mitting?" he asked rhetorically. 

This is why Francis, together with other 
concerned groups and individuals, is aggres- 
sively lobbying to lower the cost of sending 
remittances through formal channels to help 
overseas workers and their families get the 
most of their hard-earned money. 

He vowed to help his kababayans send their 
hard earned money to their families at home 
with better efficiency at the least possible cost. 

‘According to Francis’ research, money 
transfer companies charge up to 15 percent of 
theamount being sent. That means ifan over- 
seas worker send $200 to the Philippines, as 
much as $30 cán be charged per transaction. 


Hard time 

Activism came slowly to Francis. 

“It was a hard time for us here in the Philip- 
pines in the ‘70s so our family decided to mi- 
grate," Francis said. “It was a personal struggle 
for me, When 1 arrived in the US, I didnt know 
anybody there. I had no friends to talk to.” 

Francis was only 15 when he first went to 
the US to live with his mom, who was already 
working there as а nurse in a health care cen- 
ter, and his other siblings. His father, Venan- 
cio, an established lawyer in Quezon City, 
chose to stay behind, occasionally going 
abroad to visit his family. 

He went to school at the George Washing- 
ton High School just three days after his аг- 
rival in San Francisco. 

Discrimination among races seemed a fact 
of life there, but Francis said his high school 
life was generally all right. He remembered 
being called "Bruce Lee" because of his slant- 
ed eyes. "But its okay. I don't really care what 
they call me anyway.” 


Reconnecting with friends 

After high school, in 1980, Francis enrolled 
at the University of California in Berkley and 
pursued a degree in engineering but shifted 
course after a year. In 1984, he graduated with 
а double major—a BA in Philosophy and En- 
glish. 

He was affected by the assassination of Ni- 
noy Aquino in 1983. “I looked up to Ninoy so 
much that 1 didn't want to go back to the 
country after he died,” he said. 


SAN FRANCISCO-based Francis Calpotura saw how hard Pinoys abroad worked to send money home, a noble gesture of love, he says. 
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transfer 
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too high 
and 
exchange 
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for 
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It was after this incident that Francis got in- 
volved with the anti-Marcos movement in (һе 
US. At first, he would join forums, meetings, 
and rallies with ocher activist groups in their 
locale. Eventually, he began participating in 
demonstrations. 


Life changing 

Ninoys assassination was the first life 
changing event in is life. The second, he says, 
was his first job after graduating from college. 

In 1984, right after getting his degree, he 
joined the Genter for Third World Organizing, 
‘an Oakland-based, non-profit group which 
does community work for the minorities in 
the area, focusing on health care issues. 

Here, he worked as a trainer and co-direc- 
tor of the group. This brought him closer to 
minority groups. He said it aught him the val- 
ue of hard work and perseverance. 

“With my experience, I found out that I can 
work for social justice and make living at the 
same time,” Francis explained. “I also began 
to fully understand how racism underpinned 
my experience as an immigrant in the US, and 
how my situation is very similar to other peo- 
рез experiences as well.” 

For 16 years he worked with the organiza- 
tion until he gave up his post in 2000 to try 
and tackle new challenges in life. 

Francis took up a teaching job in the San 
Francisco State University, teaching commu- 
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nity organizing to his students. But his stint as 
а teacher did not last long. After a semester, 
he quit his job. "I enjoyed teaching but it was 
just not my calling,” Francis elaborated 

‘Somehow, he realized, he wanted to be 
lose to the concerns of migrant workers as 
the importance of the increasing globaliza- 
tion became clear to him. 

Francis was given a grant by the Ford Foun- 
dation in 2002 to conduct an international 
‘comparative analysis of social change infras- 
tructures. During his research, he visited Aus- 
tralia, Rome, and other European and Asian 
countries including the Philippines. 

Aside from the research results, Francis 
gained more information on migration. “i 
asked myself: How big really is this phe- 
nomenon?” he said. 

He also became aware of the issue of the 
high cost of remitting money “that millions of 
people have to tolerate.” 

“For me, sending money back at home is 
the single most symbolic experience under 
globalization. And we have eight million 
Pinoys abroad!" he added. 


Option vs necessity 

Francis then founded the Transnational In- 
stitute for Grassroots Research & Action 
(Tigra), a "non-profit movement that pro- 
motes financial justice through the economic 
power of immigrants.” 
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* believe migration should be an option 
and never a necessity,” Francis said. “Working 
abroad is good. It introduces fresh ideas and 
enriches one’s experiences. But the question 
is: Under what terms?” 

Tigra, under Francis's leadership, believes 
that reducing the cost of sending money from 
опе country to another will significantly has- 
ten the process of migration as an option 
rather than a necessity. 

‘The group's latest project is a global cam- 
paign against high cost of remittances. 

In this advocacy the group is asking major 
players in the remittance industry, particularly ће 
money transfer players, to adopt an agreement 
lowering the cost of sending remittances, reinvest- 
ing ofa more reasonable amount of money to mi- 
grant workers, and setting a fairer exchange rate. 

"This is not a campaign against remittance in- 
dustry players; Francis cleared. "We simply want 
them to have more accountability to the welfare 
ofthe communities where they benefit from." 

Last month, Francis was in the country to 
launch the global campaign here with the 
help of other concerned groups such as the 
Migrant Forum in Asia, Center for Migrant 
‘Advocacy-Philippines, and Unlad Kabayan. 

He is not thinking of retirement. But when 
it does happen, he sure won't be spending the 
rest of his life in just one place, he said. “I'm a 
transnational person. To me, home is where 
youare.” 
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ByPhi 


WHEN SHE WAS STILL IN ELE- 
mentary school, Evelyn Wagstaff 
used to push a small kariton from 
Divisoria filled with fruits and 
vegetables she was going to sell. 

Nowadays, this Tondo native 
still sells vegetables but she is 
now a successful entrepreneur in 
Hong Kong, with properties and 
business іп this former British 
colony, London, and Manila. 

Besides looking after her Little 
Divisoria sarisari store in the 
middle of Hong Kong's business 
district, Wagstaff, also owns а 
door-to-door delivery service and 
a remittance shop. 

This former school dropout al- 
so intends to return to Manila and 
set up a restaurant specializing im 
fusion cuisine, and if she still has 
the time, take up law at the Uni- 
versity ofthe Philippines. 

“1 don't see myself as a retired 
person and I'm also not a home- 
body" says Wagstaff, who mar- 
ried to a British air controller. 


Total student. 

“We were poor then so there 
were many things that I wanted 
to do but couldn't. So now, what T 
really want to do is go to school 
without having to work; To be a 
total student because I didn't ex- 
perience that before,” she added, 

At age seven, she was already 
‘working in а factory owned by а 
relative. Her parents were sepa- 
rated; her mother had cancer so 
she and her siblings had to work. 

“it wasn't child labor because 
the factory was owned by an un- 
cle of mine ... but yes, 1 had to 
work even before I started school- 
ing,” said Wagstaff, who grew up 
in Jose Abad Santos in Tondo, 
Manila. 

She did not finish her school 
ing and, after working in a con- 
struction firm, she eventually left 
the country in 1980 to work as a 
domestic helper in Hong Kong. 

Her employer was a wealthy 
property developer and noticed 
that Wagstaff had experience in 
the construction business. 

“Му employer bought old 
houses and then fully renovated 
these before selling them. So af- 
ter two years in Hong Kong, ! was 


This former 
school dropout 
intends to return 
to Manila and set 
up arestaurant, 
and go to law 
school 


sent to New Zealand to oversee 
the renovation of four mansions 
he had just bought,” Wagstaff 
said, 


Showbiz neighbors 

“New Zealand is beautiful but 1 
eventually got lonely there. I told 
my employer that I wanted to join 
my boyfriend in London,” she 
added. 

Wagstaff had met her future 
husband, John, in Hong Kong 
and they had planned to even- 
tually settle in England. When 
her employer heard this, he 
told her she could also oversee 
the renovation of a flat in Lon- 
don. 

“Twent there and, do you know 
who were my neighbors? Boy 
George, Elizabeth Taylor, and 
many other celebrities. The flat 
was in Hamstead Heath, which is 
ike Dasma or Forbes (in Mani- 
la),” Wagstaff said. 

She also began studying nurs- 
ing because she wanted to secure 
а student visa instead of having 
her regular visa renewed every 
six months. Luckily, а hospital 
hired her while she was stil 
studying and it became her spon- 
sor 

“Ac that time, they still weren't 
strict and I was really hard work- 
ing. Т volunteered to take two 
shifts or work for 16 hours a da 
Wagstaff said. 

“бо my matron was really hap- 
ру with me and she told me that. 
the hospital would sponsor my 
visa," she added. 

Her husband later arrived from 
Hong Kong and they moved to 
their house in a London suburb. 
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Tondo street vendor now successful HK entrepreneur 


‘Englisera’ 

“Не arrived and noticed that Î 
was already settled with the En- 
glish way of life. Diyos ko, Englis- 
era na ako nun. Hindi па ako ku- 
makain ng kanin. Puro potato na 
ako at tea (Oh God, I was already 
an English speaker, 1 could go 
without eating rice. I ate mostly 
potatoes, and drank tea)" 
Wagstaff said 

“Му husband was really happy 
that Í adapted so quickly" she 
added. 

Wagstaff also worked in a hotel 
asa member of its staff before her 
husband got a contract to go back 
and workin Hong Kong. 

"So after seven years in Eng- 
land, we were back in Hong 
Kong. But he did not want me to 
take a job because he knew that if 
1 did that, 1 would focus on that 
work,” Wagstaff said. 


Very independent 

“(Вид Tm really very indepen- 
dent. Tve never been a plain 
housewife. I'm used to deciding 
things on my own,” she said. 

“Of course, there are decisions 
that we both have to decide on 
but that does not mean that we 


are dependent on each other,” she 
added. 

So Wagstaff started making 
friends with the Filipino domes- 
tics in Hong Kong, meeting with 
them in parks and initially selling 
them lumpia (egg rolls) 

"Ang sabi nila Ang sosyal- 
sosyal mo naman.’ (They said, 
you're so classy and stylish). 1 
was selling lumpia carried in a 
Harrod's bag and I was wearing 
Dr. Martens shoes,” Wagstaff 
said. 

“So 1 went rugged. They also 
told me to sell them cooked food 
and so I did. From then on, my 
business just boomed,” she 
added. 

‘That was 1990. She was mak- 
ing four deliveries every day to 
Filipinas in the central business 
district. 

“1 learned how to cook Ilocano 
dishes because most of the Fil- 
ipinos here are from Ilocos. ОҒ 
course, they were the ones who 
taught me because | grew up a 
Tagalog, though mixed with Ka- 
pampangan blood," Wagstaff 
said. 

"They would say ‘Ate, cook us 
dinakdakan" and 1 would reply 


‘what's that? ‘Ate cook us papai- 
tan,’ whats that? I thought di- 
nengdeng and pinakbet were the 
same. They guided me through 
the recipes. 


Favorite place 

“Sa awa ng Diyos, nakuha ko 
maman ang timpla ( With the 
grace of God I got the seasonings 
right). The business was growing 
so rented space. That's how Lit- 
tle Divisoria started, she said in 
Filipino. 

Little Divisoria is a store in 
Worldwide Center, the favorite 
meeting place of Filipina domes- 
tics in Hong Kong because it's full 
of Filipino shops. 

Wagstaff’s store sells Pinoy 
fare, from palitao, bibingka and 
halo-halo to tinapa (smoked fish) 
and hard-to-find Filipino vegeta- 
bles. 

“At that time in 1994 when I 
opened this store, you could пос 
find these vegetables here in 
Hong Kong so 1 really captured 
the Filipino market. Iwas the pio- 
neer,” she said. 


Door-to-door service 
When other Filipinos began 


“LITTLE 
DIVISORIA” is 
Evelyn Wagstaff's 
popular storein 
downtown Hong 
Kong. corto 
moro 


opening stores offering the same 
Pinoy products, Wagstaff put up a 
door-to-door delivery service and 
aremittance shop. 

She also opened a restau- 
rant—Evelyms—in Wan Chi 
which became popular with Filip- 
inas and their foreign husbands. 

^| could convince their hus- 
bands to eat sisig (spicy pigs face) 
or kilawin (raw fish in spicy vine- 
gar sauce) because 1 would show 
them right there how it was 
made,” Wagstaff said. 

Unfortunately, she closed the 
restaurant last year because of 
skyrocketing rent. 

“But they still call me and say 
that their husbands miss my 
cooking. 


Student for life 

Now that their three children 
are all grown up, Wagstaff and 
her husband want to eventually 
settle down in Manila and open a 
restaurant. 

For this 54-year-old student of 
life, "everyday is a new chal- 
lenge.” 

“Tve been working for the last 
48 years but still, Ive never 
thought of retiring,” said Evelyn. 


More work needed to turn US veterans equity bill into law 


SAN FRANCISCO—IN A VERY 
heated debate between the 
Democrats and the Republicans 
during a mark up hearing of the 
Filipino Veterans Equity Act of 
2007 or HR 760, Representative 
Bob Filner, on July 17, 2007, suc- 
cessfully got Committee approval 
of the bill with amendments. The 
straight party line vote was 15-12 
with majority Democrats voting. 


Controversial amendment 

Until then, the Equity Bill һай 
been buried in the Subcommittee 
of the Veterans Affairs without a 
hearing since 1998. The Equity 
Bill was reintroduced with the 
current 110th US Congress. 

Both the US House and Senate 
‘Committee of veterans held hear- 
ings in February 2007 and May 
2007. The Senate marked up the 


equity bill and incorporated it in- 
to a bigger legislative proposal. 
However a controversial amend- 
ment classified Filipino veterans 
based on residence for purposes 
of receiving disability or low in- 
come pension. 

‘The US House Veterans Affairs 
Committee also held a mark up 
hearing on July 17 and also intro- 
duced the amendments classify- 
ing veterans according to resi- 
dence. Those residing in the US 
will be treated equally like other 
US veterans. However, those re- 
siding in the Philippines will re- 
ceive a flat rate of $6,000 to 
58,400 depending on their mari- 
tal status. Low-income widows 
would receive $3,600. The bill 
would authorize almost $1 bi 
lion over the next 10 years for 
benefits to Filipino veterans liv- 
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ing in the United States and the 
Philippines. 


Unfair treatment 

Reacting to the lower benefits 
proposed for Philippine resi- 
dents, Regalado Baldonado, a 
World War Il veteran and lifetime 
member of American Legion and 
Veterans of Foreign War said "this 
shortcoming is another indica- 
tion of unfair treatment of Fil- 
ipino," adding that a US veteran's 
pension has never before been 
calculated based on a country 
were itis spent. 

“Itis discriminatory once again 


and so we need to work harder to 
help advocate for the passage ofa 
genuine equity bill" he said. 

However, with the exception of 
the flat rate pension, the bill 
equalizes the provision of other 
veteran benefits to all Filipino 
veterans including the rates for 
compensation benefits and de- 
pendency and indemnity com- 
pensation for dependents of Fil- 
ipino veterans. 

Representative Steve Buyer a 
Republican from Indiana strongly 
‘opposed the provision of benefits 
to Filipino veterans. He argued 
that the move would strip bene- 
fits from one set of veterans to re- 
ward another. The Republican 
amendment was defeated in a 12- 
15 vote. 

The hearing revealed that 
the money for the bill would be 


coming from a fund that pro- 
vides special monthly pensions 
io veterans with 60 percent 
disability. According to Filner, 
Congress never intended to 
provide extra pensions for 
those with 60 percent disabili- 
ty but only to those 100 per- 
cent disabled. A court ruling 
(Hartness v. Nicholson, 2006) 
forced the Veteran's Adminis- 
tration to enact new policies. 


Full equity bill 

Now that the Equity Bill is fi- 
nally out of the committee, “We 
must all work together to ensure 
that we are able to respond to the 
opposition raised by some legisla- 
tors to the bill,” explained Luisa 
M. Antonio, Executive Director of 
the Veterans Equity Center. 

“There must be more money 
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that must be identified to fund 
HR 760 in order that it will be 
approved as a full equity bill 
instead of the reduced rate 
that it proposes," Antonio 
added. 

Norman Viray, young attorney 
and member of the Veterans Equi- 
ty Center Board was listening to 
the mark up hearing and com- 
mented that “if the war in Iraq 
will stop for one day, there will be 
enough money to fund this Equity 
bil." 

The National Network for Vet- 
erans Equity is a coalition of dif- 
ferent organizations, associa- 
tions, and individuals from 
across the country concerned 
with the plight of Filipino veter- 
ans and who support the 
ipino Veterans Equity Act of 
2007(HR 760 and $. 57). 
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Bush orders CIA to stop 
orture of detainees 


Rights defenders say president hasn’t gone far enough 


WASHINGTON—US PRESIDENT 
George W. Bush, under fire over 
the treatment of CIA detainees, 
on Friday ordered that agency in- 
terrogators comply with the 
Geneva Conventions against tor- 


ture. 

Five years after he exempted al-Qaida and 
Taliban members from the Geneva provisions, 
Bush signed an executive order requiring the 
CIA to comply with prohibitions against "cru- 
él, inhuman or degrading treatment" as set 
down in the conventions’ Common Article 3. 

2. Human rights activists criticized Bush's ac- 
tion, saying it did not go far enough to elimi- 
hate dangerous interrogation techniques. 

Bush, who insists the United States does not 
фе torture, has faced pressure at home and 
abroad over interrogation techniques used on 
suspected militants held at secret CIA prisons 
and other locations, including the US military 
prison at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. 

Critics have complained the CIA has mis- 
treated prisoners during clandestine fights in 
and out of countries in Europe. 

Senate Intelligence Committee chair John 
Rockefeller of West Virginia said intelligence 
officials should tell the panel how Bush's or- 
der “will translate into actual conduct by the 
CIA" and the Justice Department must pro- 
Vide a legal analysis. 
` Amnesty International USA, a human 
rights group, said that while specific acts in- 
eluding rape and sexual assault were banned, 
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the “deafening silence on other techniques 
that the CIA may have used, such as water- 
boarding, the cold room technique and sleep. 
deprivation, speaks volumes." 

Bush's broad assertions of power in his war 
on terror have also come under assault from 
US judges, who have rejected his indefinite. 
imprisonment of enemy combatants and do. 
mestic spying program. 

Тһе new order comes 10 months after the 
Bush administration was forced to suspend its 
secret prison system because of a 2006 Supreme 
Court ruling that cast doubt on its legality: 

CIA director Michael Hayden said on Fri 
day the order provides clarity for CIA inter- 
rogators and other agency officials worried 
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about the legal liabilities of their involvement 
in secret detention operations. 

"The executive order resolves any ambiguity 
by setting specific requirements that, when met, 
represent full compliance with Article 3. Any 
CIA terrorist detention and interrogation effort 
will, of course, meet those requirements.” 

Fewer than 100 detainees, including sus- 
pected senior al-Qaida members, have been 
held in secret CIA prisons since the Sept. 11 at- 
tacks on New York and Washington in 2001. 

A smaller number has been subjected to 
what CIA officials describe as "enhanced in- 
terrogation measures.” Human rights advo- 
cates say those methods have included tech- 
niques such as simulated drowning, or water- 
boarding, that amount to torture. 

Senior administration officials declined to 
say what interrogation techniques would Бе 
allowed under the new order, arguing that the 
disclosure would enable al-Qaida and other 
militant groups to train members to resist the 
techniques. 

The order prohibits acts including murder, 
torture, cruel or inhuman treatment, mutila- 
tion or maiming, intentional serious bodily in- 
jury, rape, sexual assault or abuse, biological 
experiments and the taking of hostages. 

Tt bans “willful and outrageous acts of per- 
sonal abuse done for the purpose of humiliat- 
ing or degrading the individual in a manner 
so serious that any reasonable person—con- 
sidering the circumstances—would deem the 
acts to be beyond the bounds of human de- 
cency" 

Acts intended to denigrate a detainee's reli 
gion are also prohibited. Reuters 
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Taliban say they killed 


German hostage in Afghanistan 
KANDAHAR, Afghanistan—A Taliban 
spokesperson said Saturday the insurgent 
group had killed a German hostage and threat- 
ened to killa second unless Afghanistan or Ger- 
many entered talks on his fate. "We executed 
one of the Germans and will kil the other one 
unless the government of Germany or the 
Afghan government contact us for negotiations. 
at 1 p.m. (4:30 p.m. in Manila) today,” Taliban 
spokesperson Yousuf Ahmadi told AFP by 
phone. He said ater the German was killed by a 
bullet. The Islamist rebel group—which also 
abducted 18 South Koreans this week—earlier 
threatened to kill the two Germans unless Berlin 
withdraws its 3,000 forces from the country, 
where they serve under Nato command. 


Israel frees scores 


of Palestinian prisoners 
RAMALLAH, West Bank—Israe! freed more 
than 250 Palestinian prisoners on Friday as part 
of a US-backed deal to bolster Palestinian Presi- 
dent Mahmoud Abbas after Hamas Islamists 
took over the Gaza Strip last month. The prison- 
ers, mostly members of Abbas's secular Fatah 
faction, arrived in the West Bank city of Ramal- 
lah where they were greeted by Abbas and re- 
united with family members. "You cannot imag- 
ine how happy we аге that you came back to 
us,” Abbas told a crowd of about 3,000 at the. 
presidential compound. "But our happiness is 
missing something because we want all 11.000 
prisoners to return to their families.” — Reuters 


Prince Charles gives Camilla 
sheep for birthday 


LONDON—Britain’s Prince Charles surprised 
his wife, Camilla, Duchess of Cornwall, with an 
unusual gift on her 60th birthday—two sheep, 
the Daily Май reported Saturday. Camilla is de- 
lighted with the rare breed ram and ewe, which 
‘cost the heir to the throne around 300 pounds 
($617) each, according to the paper, which 
headlined its story “Happy birthday to ewe! 

“Тһе royal family have so much already th 

they don't actually give wildly extravagant pre- 
sents,” said an unnamed friend of Camilla, 
quoted by the paper. "Their gifts tend to be 
more thoughtful—although some may view 
them as a little bit crazy.” Despite some hostility 
when she married Charles in 2005, a poll pub- 
lished on her birthday Tuesday showed that 28 
percent of Britons were now in favor of Camilla 
becoming queen when her husband succeeds 
Queen Elizabeth I. AFP 


US, India finalize 


civilian nuclear accord 
WASHINGTON—The United States and India. 
has finalized Friday an implementing agreement 
for their landmark civilian nuclear deal after ex- 
tensive talks in Washington, officials said. The 
draft accord allowing the United States to pro- 
vide atomic technology and fue! to India will stilt 
require a final nod by the leaders of the two. 
countries, the officiais said. "The agreement 
has been finalized but it awaits review by both 
governments," Rahul Chhabra, the spokesper- 
son forthe indian embassy, said. АР 
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Picture released on July 21 shows the Burj Dubai (Dubai Tower), 
still under construction, towering above the downtown area of 
the booming United Arab Emirate of Dubai. Burj Dubai 
yesterday became the tallest building in the world at 512.1 
meters, surpassing Taiwan's "Taipei 101" which is 508 meters 
tall, developers Emaar said. The skyscraper, scheduled for 
completion in 2008, is one ofa string of grandiose projects 


taking shape in Dubai. 


Court rebuffs Musharraf, 
reinstates chief justice 


ISLAMABAD, — PAKISTAN—PAK- 
istan's chief justice resumed his offi 
cial duties on Saturday, a day after 
the Islamic nation’s powerful mili- 
tary ruler Gen. Pervez Musharraf lost 
a bid to fire him in the biggest set- 
back to the generals eight year rule. 

Chief Justice lüikhar Mo- 
hammed Chaudhry resumed his 
duties from his residence in the 
capital Islamabad to the cheers of 
hundreds of rallying lawyers, 
who also demanded that Mushar- 
raf resign. There was also a small 
rally in the eastern city of Lahore. 

Chaudhrys reinstatement on 
Friday has clouded the political 
future of Musharraf—a key US al- 
ly in the war on terrorism—just 
аз the country faces growing vio- 
lence by Islamic militants. 

Ina landmark ruling, Supreme 
Court judges voted unanimously 
to restore Chaudhry and 10-3 to 
quash charges of misconduct that 
Musharraf had sent to a separate 
judicial tribunal. 

‘The surprise verdict on an appeal 
from Chaudhry—many expected 
the court to reinstate him while let 
ting the tribunal's investigation con- 
tinue—was widely hailed as а 
democratic breakthrough in a coun- 
try dominated by the military for 
most of its 60-year history. 

It also triggered fresh calls for 


Musharraf, who seized power in a. 
1999 military coup and has been 
reluctant to restore civilian rule, 
to step down. 

Cheers fom — bladesuited 
lawyers, who have led mass 
protests against Musharraf since 
he suspended Chaudhry on March 
9, reverberated through the high- 
roofed courtroom after presiding 
Judge Khalil-ur-Rehman Ramday 
announced that the judges sus- 
pension was “illegal” and set aside 
the charges against him. 

Chaudhry—who was expected 
to rerum to his Supreme Court of 
fice Monday—has not comment- 
ed on the ruling, and Musharraf 
has accepted the verdict, al- 
though has not given any indica- 
tion of his next move. 

In Washington, State Depart- 
ment deputy spokesperson Tom 
Casey said the reinstatement "re- 
spects the rule of law" and praised 
the fact the court was “capable of 
making independent decisions.” 

‘The ruling has increased p 
sure on Musharraf to quit, with 
‘opposition parties demanding he 
step down. 

‘Musharraf suspended Chaudhry 
for allegedly pulling rank to secure 
а police job for his son and enjoy- 
ing unwarranted privileges such as 
the use of government aircraft. АР 


India's 1st female president 


NEW DELHI PRATIBHA PATIL, A 
diminutive 72-year-old lawyer, was 
set to be declared Indias first wom- 
an president on Saturday after опе 
of the bitterest political campaigns 
in the nation’s post-colonial history. 

"The counting of votes started on 
Saturday and the result—a fore- 
gone conclusion after the opposi- 
Чоп conceded defeat for its candi- 
date—was expected later in the day 

Sealed ballot boxes from 
across the country—where legis- 
lators voted in state capi- 
tals—have been brought to the 
parliament house for counting. 

But the opposition said on 
Thursday that Patil had defeated 
its candidate, the incumbent 84- 
year-old Vice President Bhairon 
Singh Shekhawat, for the largely 
ceremonial job. 

The voting followed a presiden- 
tial campaign described by ana- 
lysts as the most vitriolic in India's 
six decades of independence. 

Sonia Gandhi, the president of 
the ruling Congress party, 
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plucked Patil from political ob- 
scurity, saying her election would 
boost the cause of gender equali- 
tyand be a "historic moment.” 

But Patil, a native of western. 
Maharashtra state, was buffeted 
by accusations that she protected 
her brother in a murder probe 
and shielded her husband in a 
suicide scandal. 

There were also claims of 
nepotism and involvement in a 
slew of financial scams. AFP 


FLAIR AND SUBSTANCE 


TOP-RANKED Hong Chen of China returns to Sung Hwan-park 
of Korea with a little style during the semifinals of the 2007 
ine Open yesterday. 


Bingo Bonanza. 
Story on A28. 
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Eagles struggle past improved Bulldogs 


GAMES TODAY (Cuneta Astrodome) 
2p.m.—fEli vs Adamson (Srs) 
4pm—UEvs La Salle (Srs) 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


WITH ITS WINGMEN PRO- 
viding the shots, defending 
champion University of Santo 
Tomas clobbered University of 
the Philippines, 76-68, for its 
second straight UAAP men’s 
basketball triumph after open- 
ing with back-to-back losses. 

“Weve improved a lot,” said UST coach Pido 
Jarencio yesterday at the Ninoy Aquino Stadi- 
um. “Even if Jervy (Cruz) didn't play well, there 
were others who helped the team.” 

Francis Айега again came through with 15 
points after a personal-best 26 in the Tiger's first 
victory versus Adamson last Thursday. 

Dylan Ababou added 13, while Anthony Es- 
piritu started to find his groove with 10 markers. 


Earlier, Ateneo, still in search of a leader, bare- 
ly slipped past National University 66-65. 

"The Eagles won despite missing three of four 
free throws in the last 12 seconds as the Bulldogs 
blew hurried plays in their last two possessions. 

Chris Tiu sparked the Eagles’ comeback by fir- 
ing 10 of 17 points in the third period, highlighted 
bya triple that gave Ateneo its first lead, 38-37. 

"Ёз obvious that NU is not the same NU team 
of the past," said Ateneo coach Norman Black. 

At 3-1, the Eagles тай unbeaten squads Uni 
versity of the East Warriors and the La Salle 
Green Archers, who will cash for the solo lead at 
4pm. today at the Cuneta Astrodome. 

"Were still finding guys who can step up for 
us," noted Black. “If you notice, we haven't really 
settled on а rotation yet. There are still a lot of 
question marks." 

'UST and NU wound up tied with 2:2 slates, 
while UP remained winless in four games. 

With the Eagles ahead at 65-63, the Bulldogs 
saw a ray of hope after Ateneo rookie Nonoy Ba- 
dao missed two free throws with 12.4 seconds 
remaining, but veteran Jonathan Femandez lost 
the ball as he tried to get into scoring position 
from beyond the are. 


Another opportunity came NUS way when 
Ateneo center Rabeh Al-Hussaini split his chari- 
Чез for a 66-63 Ateneo lead with 5.1 seconds left. 
But a missed three-point attempt by Femandez 
left the Bulldogs settling for a Michael Salvado 
layup at the buzzer. 

‘AlHussaini and Baclao, though, did have 
their shining moments in the fourth period. Ba- 
dao, a 6-foot-4 Visayan recruit, shot six straight 
points that gave the Eagles a 53-49 advantage 
leading into the final five minutes. 

The scores: 

Fest Game 

ATENEO 66—Ti 17, Nkemakolam 8, A-Hussai 7, Bacao 
6, Reyes 5, Barracoso 5, Arao 4, Long 3, Laterre 3, Manfot 2 
Hasta 0, Baidos 0, Escueta 0. 

NI 65—Asoro 15, Fernandez 14, Jahnke 13, Sahat 7, 
одао жао 7, Catamora 5, Aga 4, Gtapon,Ponerada 
O. LO, Garcia 0, Мазго û, Dela Cruz 0. 

Quarters 9-17, 25-28, 4543, 6685 

Second Game 

UST 76—Atera 15, Ababou 13, Epa 10, Mirza 9, бла 8, 
Cuan7, Dizon 2, Cortez 2, Ge 0, Tayor 0. 

UP 68—Co 20, Seis 17, Lopez 10, Gamboa $, De Asis 5, 
Epres 3, Agbayani 2, Rivera, Rosales 1, Wong, Reyes 0. 

Quarters 15-15, 42-95, 6251, 76-68 


By June Navarro 


THE FINAL COMPOSITION OF 
the Philippine delegation to the 
Southeast Asian Games will be 
known on Aug. 15, nearly two 
months ahead of the original 
schedule. 

SEAG Task Force head Julian Ca- 
macho yesterday said national 
sports associations set to compete 
іп the Dec. 6-16 Thailand games 
would be ask to submit their official 
entries early to determine the size 
of the national contingent. 

The SEAG Federation Council 


has pegged the deadline on Oct. 8 
but the joint task force of the PSC 
and the POC vowed to finalize the 
roster on Aug. 15. 

A total of 766 athletes from 40 
disciplines are vying for slots in the 
Philippine contingent to the bienni- 
al meet but only 400 of them will 
qualify based on the PSO-million 
budget of the PSC and the parame- 
fers set by the task force. 

Camacho said that barring any, 
hitches, the 363 medalists during 
the 2005 edition hosted by the 
country are already assured of slots 
inthe delegation. 
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Hope tops Shakey’s tilt | RP-San Mig crushes Kuwait 


By Cedelf P. Tupas 
Inquirer Visayas 


BACOLOD CITY—TWO SETS DOWN IN 
the very first game of this tournament, 
Hope Christian School used precision vol- 
leyball to crawl out of a hole and climb to 
the top. 

Ruthless and superior on all fronts, the 
Manila-based Hope spikers subdued an error- 
prone University of Southem Philippines 
Foundation squad in four sets yesterday to 
rule the Shakeys Girls’ Volleyball League 
Tournament of Champions. 


‘Tournament Most Valuable Player Jame- 
nea Ferrer delivered perfect sets to Carmela 
Garbin and the rest of Hope's attack line, 
while Melissa Gohing did a splendid job limit- 
ing the power of USPFS spikers in the tide- 
dlinching 25-20, 25-21, 15-25, 25-12 win at 
the University of St. La Salle College Covered 
Court. 

“Its a different atmosphere playing here 
and we needed to adjust, especially in the first 
game,” coach Jerry Yee, whose team ousted 
2006 champion University of the East in 
Manila, said. “But when the girls got going, Î 
knew we would really go ай the way.” 


THE SAN MIGUEL-RP TEAM ENDED 
its scrimmages with Asian national 
squads with a resounding 100-65 
thumping of Kuwait last night at the 
Caruncho Sports Center in Pasig City. 

Gabe Norwood led the Nationals 
with 13 points, and got offensive out- 
put from almost everywhere. 

Having done that, its off to 
‘Tokushima, Japan, for the National 
squad, which hopes to qualify for the 
2008 Beijing Olympics via the Fiba 
Asia men's basketball championship 
that starts July 28. 

Тһе team, hoping to become the 
first quintet since the 1972 national 


squad to qualify for the Olympics, 
leaves for Japan on July 25. 

‘The Nationals will practice Mon- 
day morning at the Moro Lorenzo 
Sports Center and then attend an af- 
ternoon mass at the San Miguel build- 
ing later in the day. 

Тһе team meets at Sportskamp at 
‘The Fort on Wednesday morning be- 
fore proceeding to the Centennial 
‘Terminal for the afternoon flight to 
Tokushima. 

RP coach Chot Reyes still has to 
name the 12 players who will form 
the final RP roster and plans to take 
all members of the national pool to 


Japan before making the final cut 
there. 

‘Aside from Norwood, the other 
members of the team are Asi Taulava, 
Jimmy Alapag, Danny Seigle, Mark 
Caguioa, Kelly Williams, Kerby Ray- 
mundo, Erik Menk, Jayjay Helter- 
brand, Dondon Hontiveros, James 
Yep, Renren Ritualo, Mick Pennisi, 
Tony dela Cruz and KG Canaleta. 

Tn its last two preparatory tourna- 
ments, the Philippine team ruled the 
Seaba men's championship, finished 
third in the Jones Cup and ruled the. 
Smart Four-Nation manila Invitation- 
al hosted by the country. 


OPEN BADMINTON 


Top seeds dispute ‘Bingo’ title 


By Romina S. Austria 


THE TOP TWO MEN'S SINGLES SEEDS 
will dispute the championship today in. 
the 2007 Bingo Bonanza Philippine 
Open after knocking out their respec- 
tive foes in yesterday's semifinal round 
at the PhilSports Arena in Pasig City. 

Highest seed and World No. 2 Chen 
Hong of China needed only 37 minutes to 
get rid of Korea's Park Sung-hwan, 21-16, 
21-19, while second seed and World No. 
3 Chong Wei Lee of Malaysia won via 
walkover against Indonesian Sony Dwi 
Kuncoro. 

Kuncoro, who never dropped a set оп 
his way to yesterday's semis, withdrew 
because of back spasms sustained during. 
his quarterfinal game Friday against Sin- 
gaporean Ronald Susilo. 


Zhu’ Jingjing dispatched 
Adriyanti Firdasari of In- 
donesia, 21-13, 22-20, prov- 
ing that her first-round win 
over defending champion 
Sania Nehwal of India was 
no fluke at all. 

Zhu will meet Hong 
Kongs Zhou Mi, who 
stopped World No. 22 Ju- 
liane Schenk of Germany, 
21-14, 17-21, 21-12. The 
German said sore throat and 
cough gave her troubles throughout their 
56-minute match. 

Zhou, despite the discomfort of blisters 
оп her right feet, avenged the loss of com- 
patriot Yip Puiyin, who fell to Schenk in 
the quarterfinals, 21-17, 19-21, 21-13. 

She will be gunning for her fourth title 


CHEN 


In the women’s singles finals, China’s 
Weigh-in ends 
in mad scuffle 


LAS VEGAS—BERNARD HOPKINS SHOVED 
‘Winky Wright in the face at Friday's weigh-in 
for their bout Saturday, sparking а heated 
scuffle between their entourages 

After both fighters weighed in at exactly 77 ki- 
los (170 pounds) at the Mandalay Bay casino, 
they stood face-to-face for the usual post-weight 
photographs. But Hopkins, the 42-year-old vet- 
eran who ended his retirement to face Wright, 
became animated and waved his finger in 
Wrights face. 

Wright then put his finger in Hopkins face, 
and Hopkins shoved Wright's head backward 
with a shot to the forehead. Wright replied with 
a right-handed swing, and both fighters’ en 
tourages quickly jumped in to separate the fight- 
ers and exchange their own shoves and blows. 

Hopkins quickly exited the stage to his fans’ 
cheers, while Wright taunted Hopkins from the 
other side of the stage, to the delight of his own 
fans. The scuffle eventually dissipated. 

Though only Hopkins knows what sparked 
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AMONSOT: Next RP world titlist? 


Malaysia's Ki 
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Zealand Open last May, the 
Miami Pan-American last 
April and the Thailand Open 
Grand Prix early this month. 

The 30-year-old Chen 
holds a 5-4 career advantage 
over lee but lost to бе 
Malaysian in the finals of 
their last meeting, the 
Djarum Indonesia Super Se- 
ries last May. 

If he wins the Philippine 
Open, it will be Chen's sec- 
ond title this year after topping the Thai- 
land Open last July 8. 

"Ljust enjoy my game and give my best 
against Lee,” said Chen, who enjoys the 
support of a big crowd of Filipino-Chi- 
nese each game. 

The mens 


орното 


loubles finals will рї 
Keat Koo and Boon 


meti 


эт KATSIDIS: Pressure fighter. 


Heong Tan, the top seeds who are ranked 
third in the world, against Guo Zhendong 
and Xie Zhongbo, the fourth Chinese en- 
try in the finals after Zhu, Chen and the 
tandem of Pan and Tian. 

‘The Malaysians posted the fastest win 
ofthe tournament, a 21-4, 21-12 triumph 
over Koreans Sang Hoon-Han and Gun 
Woo-Cho achieved in just 15 minutes, 
while the Chinese pair defeated defend- 
ing champions and fourth seeds Albertus 
Susanto Njoto and Yohan Hadikusumo 
Wiratama of Hong Kong, 21-17, 21-17. 

The men’s singles champion will re- 
ceive $9,600 and the runner-up $4,800 
while the lady winner takes home $8,280 
and the loser $3,960. 

The men's doubles champion will be 
awarded $8,640, the women’s doubles 
champion earn $7,320 and the mixed 
doubles champion $7,320. 


C 


Amonsot eyes WBO ‘light’ belt 


CZAR AMONSOT OF TAGBILARAN 
Gity aims to become the third Filipino 
world title holder today when he 
challenges the undefeated WBO in- 
terim lightweight king Michael Kat- 
sidis in a 12-round scrap at the Man- 
dalay Bay Events Center in Las Vegas. 

The bout is one of three pay-per-view 
showdowns presented by Golden Boy 
Promotions and will be broadcast in the 


Philippines by television giant ABS-CBN 
starting at 9 a.m. today 

The main event features Bernard 
"The Executioner” Hopkins against 
Ronald “Winky” Wright for the linear, 
Ring Magazine light heavyweight 
championship of the world (See story 
on left). 

‘The other world title match pits one- 
time Manny Pacquiao opponent Oscar 


Larios against Japan-based Venezuelan 
Jorge Linares for the WBC interim 
featherweight crown. 

Amonsot (18-2-1, 10 KOs), who 
holds the МВО Asia-Pacific lightweight 
‘crown, was originally slated to see ac- 
tion in a Cebu City card last July 7, but 
had to pull out when the offer to fight 
Katsidis was put on the table. 

Katsidis (22-0, 20 KOs), a pressure 


the display, it can't hurt business. Both fighters 
are known more for their patience and tactical 
styles than for memorable knockouts, and Fri- 
days incident could only have the effect to in- 
crease pay-per-view purchases of the bout on 
‘American television. 

Hopkins taunted Wright even before both 
fighters stepped on the scale, holding his fore- 
arms up to his face and skipping backward in а. 
mockery of Wright's defensive stance. 

The 35-year-old Wright (51-3 with one draw 
and 25 KOs) is making his first appearance as a 
light heavyweight to fight for the Ring magazine 
title awarded to Hopkins (47-4 with one draw 
and 32 KOs) after his upset victory over Antonio 
‘Tarver last year. 


COMPUTER WAR: Manuel Juan of STI College blows by the 
defense of AMA University’s Robby Zablan at the start of the 


Naascu basketball tournament yesterday at the Rizal Coliseum. 
Story on A30. погат 


Donaire, Condes title tiffs replayed today 
ABS-CBN WILL AIR THE LIVE TELECAST OF THE CZAR AMONSOT-MICHAEL KAT- 
sidis WBO title bout, plus the bout involving Bernard Hopkins and Winky Wright 
starting at 9 a.m. СМА wil air the replay of Nonito Donaire's sensational victory over 
Vic Darchinyan staring at 10 a.m. over Solar-Sports. Florante Condes will show why 
he is called “Little Pacquiao” when his title-linching bout against Muhammad Rach- 
man is aired starting 7 p.m. on NBN-4. from 7-9 tonight on NBN channel 4. Condes 
pulled off a hard-earned 12-round split decision over Rachman last July 7 at the RC- 
ТІ Studio in Jakarta and this bout will be shown with San Miguel Corp. (SMC) as 
main presenter in association with Thunderbird Resorts, a long-time supporter of the 
Filipino slugger. Handled by Aljoe Jaroed to see action in the undercard of the Manny 
Pacquiac-Marco Antonio Barrera rematch set for Oct. in Las Vegas. Pacquiao him- 
self had assured Condes, Jaro and the Romblon natives business manager, Rod 
Nazario—who also served as Pacquiao's caretaker from 1995 to 2005—that Condes 
will earn a spot in the Mandalay Bay show. 


fighter with power in both hands, took 
the WBO title with a fifth-round victory 
‘over Graham Earl in London last Feb. 
17, a fight so explosive many call it a 
hands-down Fight of the Year winner. 

А former amateur standout who 
racked up a record of 75-6, Katsidis rep- 
resented Australia in the 2000 Sydney 
Olympics. Amonsot is a former national 
amateur standout who represented 
Tagbilaran City in past national meets. 

‘Amonsot and Katsidis made the 
weight at yesterday's weigh-in, with the 
Filipino coming in at 133 and Katsidis 
checking in at the 135 limit. Salven L. 
Lagumbay, Contributor 


TC last leg: It’s anybody’s race 


CARMONA, CAVITE—THE THIRD LEG OF THE 
‘Triple Crown series, which has suddenly become 
wide open, will be run today with nine chargers 
of equal chances gunning for the championship 
atthe San Lazaro Leisure Park here. 

Es Twenty Six, one of only two filles in the 
field, and couplers El Terrible and Golden Suner 
loom as the logical picks in the P2.8 million race 
set over the back breaking 2,000 meters. 

‘Ace Jonathan В. Hernandez pilots the stayer 
Golden Sutter, second placer in the first leg and 
third in the second, while Dominador Borbe 
handles Es Twenty Six. 

Patti Dilema partners El Terrible, whom own- 
er Hermie Esguerra named after Mexican friend 
Erik Morales, even as Superamerica, a colt with 


speed, is expected to join the hunt for the PLS 
million winners check under Manolito Е Daquis. 

Тһе final event of the series will be without 
Ibarra, the massive colt who won the first two 
legs by a combined 16 lengths. Ibarra aban- 
doned what looked like a sure Triple Crown this 
year as he was sidelined by an operation that re- 
moved bone spurs from his foot. Ibarra is expect- 
ed tobe back later in the year. 

‘Treasured Ack, under John B. Cordero, is also 
in the field and has a slight advantage since hell 
be jumping from stall position No. 1. 

‘Afternoon Delight, an entry from the Herma 
Farms, will be handled by Jessie В. Guce and is 
expected to give Treasured Ack an early chase. 

Musong R. Castillo. 


Amateur Tour resumes Tuesday 


FIRST LEG WINNER RUFINO BAYRON AND 
other national team hopefuls get the chance to 
sample the Couples course of the Riviera Golf 
and Country Club in Silang, Cavite, when the 
Pilipinas Amateur Golf Tour presented by Sam- 
sung resumes Tuesday (July 24). 

Bayron, who nipped Calatagan teammate 
Jonel Ababa for the inaugural title at Pueblo de 
‘Oro in Cagayan de Oro, will be joined by 20 other 
players in the championship division (for players 
with handicap index of 0-3.9) as they hone up for 
the Philippine team qualifying to be held at the 


same course next month. 

‘There are 150 registered entries so far and 
slated to play first оп Tuesday are participants in 
Class С (15-21.9 handicap) and Class D (22 and 
above) and the ladies division. The champi- 
onship division bets will see action on Wedines- 
day Tee times for the first day can now be viewed 
at http://wwwegolfdigest-ph. 

Those in Class A (6-89) and Class В (9-14.9) 
will play on Thursday and Friday simultaneous 
with the last two rounds of the championship 
dass. 


Feliciano case, 
PBA Legends 


тм NOT MUCH 
into golf but the 
topic of conver- 
sation in our 
table during a 
recent birthday 
party 1 attended 
was so interest- 
ing itcaughtmy 
undivided ас 
tention. 

The talk was 
about Rod Feli- 
ciano, who was suspended for one year by 
the Manila Golf Club where he is a member 
of good standing. 

Now I don't remember ever meeting Mr. 
Feliciano but Ive heard and read so much 
about him, his name being closely identified 
with DHL and golf, not necessarily in that 
order. I know he owns DHL and has spon- 
sored countless tournaments and financed 
events and activities related with the sport. 

‘And he has been doing these for years, if 
mot decades. Without question, his name 
rings only a positive bell in my memory. 


IN HUDDLE 


Beth Celis 


“Why on earth was he suspended 
when he's supposed to be a most те- 
spected member of the organization?" I 
asked a media golfer seated beside me. 
“From what I gathered he had ques- 
tioned the scoring rules during a tourna- 
ment and this led to а heated exchange. 
of words. The next thing he knew, he was 
being suspended by the МОСС for one 


year 
"Somebody familiar with the case said 
Mr Feliciano did not even get the chance 


“to counter the allegations against him, 


which was probably used as the basis for 
his suspension,” the media golfer related. 

“Now that he has served his suspen- 
sion for almost a year, guess what? He is 
being slapped with another three-year 
suspension for alleged ‘ungentlemanly 
behavior for seeking legal redress in his 
right as a proprietary member of the 
posh club since 1991.” 

“In effect, Mr. Feliciano, а мейте- 
spected former president and now an 
honorary chairman of the National Golf 
‘Association of the Philippines, is being 
barred from the Manila Golf Club 
premises indefinitely!” 

According to the golfer, ай of this is hap- 
pening because Rod had incurred the ire of 
опе of the organizers of the Manila Golf 
Golden Tee tournament, the same one with 
whom he was said to have had a verbal 
joust over tournament rues last year. 

Those who have known Rod for years 
say he doesn't deserve such shabby treat- 
‘ment. The consensus of the golfers in our 
table was that the incident had gone а іше 
outof hand and way too far 

‘The phone number did not register 
and neither did the man's voice, at first, 
but] knew it was an overseas call. 

Twould never have guessed it was for- 
mer PBA great Abe King, calling ай the 
‘way from Washington DC where he and 
his family have moved from Los Angeles 
where I last him three years ago. 

‘Abe said he called to inquire about my 
health, and is happy to hear that I could 
talk straight and think straight 

Abe, who has been very active in rais- 
ing funds for the Rudy Distrito cause, re- 
ported that his group, composed of for- 
‘mer PBA cagers, has reached its target. 

“We have formed an association called 
PBA Legends USA and our primary objec- 
tive isto help former PBA cagers who need 
assistance. Not only those who are residing. 
here in the the USA but those who are in the 
Philippines as well, dahil baka mas kailan- 
gan nila ng tuong," said Abe citing Hernani 
Demigillo and Leo Paguntalan as examples. 

‘Abe said the organization is being sup- 
ported by Rufino Ignacio who used to work 
with Danny Arrieta of Country Pair and is 
now connected with Bill Gates in the US. 

‘Among the members of the group are 
Bernie Fabiosa, Yves Dignadice, Noni Rob- 
les, Yoyoy Villamin, Ponky Alolor Rey 
Yncierto, Onchie de la Cruz, and others 
whose names I failed to list down. The 
group also has a website, which I will pub- 
lish as soon as I decipher my handwriting. 

‘Abe has been voted chairman of the 
board. We will be hearing from him on a 
regular basis. 


SUNDAY, JULY 22, 2007 


Tour leader 


Danish team 


CASTRES, FRANCE—LIKE A CYCLIST WHO 
can't shake his pursuers, the Tour de France 
continues to be dogged by the cloud of dop- 
ing. 

Race leader Michael Rasmussen became the 
latest rider to face scrutiny Friday when he had to 
answer why he had been kicked off the national 
team for failing to report his whereabouts for 
drug testing purposes. 

“I do admit that [ve committed an administra- 
tive error," Rasmussen said. Asked how much the 
expulsion mattered to him, the 33-year-old held a 
thumb and forefinger narrowly apart and said: 
“How about this much?” 

"The episode took the spotlight away from Fri- 
day's 12th stage, won by Tom Boonen of Belgium 
inasprint 

Rasmussen said he had been tested out of 
competition in June, and the results were nega- 
tive. 

Doping allegations, investigations and admis- 
sions have tarnished cyclings image over the last 
year—and they haven't let up during the race. 

Germanys cycling federation said Wednesday 
that TMobile rider Patrik Sinkewitz, who had 
been riding in the Tour until he was injured Sun- 
day, had tested positive for excessive levels of 
testosterone during a team training ride іп early 
June. 

Cycling officials said Friday that Rasmussen 
missed two tests by Denmark's anti-doping agen- 
cy in May and June, and he didn't respond to two 
warnings from the International Cycling Union 
since April 2006. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


SundaySPORTS 


TIGER Woods plays out from a bunker near the 18th green during the second round. 


Ochoa, Sorenstam crash out 


NEW ROCHELLE, NEW YORK—WORLD NO. 1 
Lorena Ochoa and Swedish superstar Annika 
‘Sorenstam both crashed out of the second round 
of the Women's World Match Play Championship 
here on Friday. 

Mexico's Ochoa, who finished third in this. 
event last year, was shocked by 33rd seed 


Meaghan Francella, 1-up. 

Francella toppled the world No. 1 at this. 
event for the second consecutive year. in the. 
2006 edition of the tournament in Mexico, she 
defeated Sorenstam in a playoff. 

Australian Lindsey Wright, the 35th seed. 
toppled 2001 winner Sorenstam 3and2. AFP 


Three no-shows to either the UCI or the Dan- 
ish agency would be considered equivalent to а 
positive test and lead to a ban. АР 
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SPORTSWATCH 


Pangilinan graces SBP/Passerelle opening 
SAMAHANG BASKETBOL NG PILIPINAS PRESIDENT MANUEL V. PANGILI- 
пап willbe guest of honor at the opening of the SBP/Passerelle tourna- 
mentis 22nd season today at the Xavier Sports Complex in Greenhill, San 
Juan. Pangilinan will give an inspirational talk and make the ceremonial toss 
during the opening ceremony at 8 a.m. BEST Center founder Nic Jorge, 
head of the BAP-SBP Youth Committee, will also grace the kickoff rites of 
the country’s biggest youth cagefest. Thirty-three teams—16 in SBP (Small 
Basketeers Philippines) and 17 in Passerelle—wil see action. Defending 
champions La Salle Greenhills (SBP) and San Beda College (Passerelle) 
head this year's entries 


Pony World Series qualifier today 

THE PONY BASEBALL 33RD ASIA-PACIFIC ZONE-BRONCO DIVISION CHAMPI- 
onships unwraps today in Angeles City, Pampanga, with five teams chasing the 
lone berth in next month's Pony World Series in California. Matches will be known 
only after the morning draw although the RP Team Metro Manila, handled by team 
manager Ting Gonzalez, is booked to play in the first game at 1 рт, Kicking off а 
two-game schedule in the week-long event for 11-12 year-old players. Opening 
rites is set at 11 a.m. at the Maria Wright Baseball Field, Angeles Bahay Bata Cen- 
ter, Cuayan, Angeles City—also the venue of the tournament—with Philippine Tot 
Baseball Foundation president Rodolfo "Boy" Tingzon Jr. to declare the games 
‘open. Angeles City Mayor Francis Nepomuceno, Rep. Tarzan Lazatin, Clark Devel- 
‘opment Corp. president Levy Laus, Yoshio Oda, Pony As-Pac Zone representative 
and delegates of Chinese-Tapel and Japan head the roster of guests. For details, 
contact 09178191281 or email at ponysports@zpde net 


Asia Supercross Weekend in Taguig 

‘THE ASIAN SUPERCROSS STARTED YESTERDAY AT THE FAST TRACK CIRCUIT 
in Upper Bicutan, Taguig City. The Fast rack Circuit is totally new for most ofthe 
10 country foreign riders thus giving Flipnos the advantage in this seres orga- 
nized by the National Motorcycle Sports and Safety Association (Namssa) in coop- 
eration with ете Worx Philippines. The event, being supported by Taguig May- 
or Freddie Tinga, wil run up to today. For details, call 08176221785 or 
www.namssa.org. 


WT] 3-cock derby submission of weights 

TODAY WILL BE THE SUBMISSION OF ENTRIES FOR THE WIJ 3-COCK DERBY 
atthe Makati Coliseum. Entries wih weight its of 1.8 kg to 24 kg must be sub- 
mitted from 2-9 pm and interested parties may call 8962545 and 8556475. The 
derby, being hosted by WTJ Sports and Amusement Corp., starts at 6 p.m. tomor- 
row with more than 50 fights on tap. This wil be the first of three 3- cock events 
fined up at Макан Coliseum (July 23, 30 and Aug. б). The annual Richard L. Bates 
7-stag derby, with P700,000 in guaranteed prize, comes next on Aug. 27 and 29. 
Screening of stags, eight toten months old, starts tomorrow. For inquiries, call 
8240237 and 09167238412 (Verna Bates). 
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МВТ CHAMP: Team Nougat dominated the 2nd Conference of the МВТ 
which ended recently. Backstopped by former PBA star Alvin Teng, the 
Mike Mancilla-owned team (holding trophy) ruled Divisions C (AIA 
‘Champion's League), D and E of the Metro Challenge Cup. 


Buxton, who flew in Thursday 
from Cebu, and Anton, who en- 
dured the long drive from Baguio 
just а few hours before the race, 
knocked the lights out from their 


BATANGAS—TWO 
different 
gions—Jonathan Buxton and 
multi-titled driver Carlos An- 
ton—merged forces to come up 
with splendid victories recently in 
the second leg of the 2007 
Petron-San Mig Coffee Philippine 
Grand Touring (GT) Champi- 
onship Series at the Batangas 


те. borepared Honda Civic to sweep 
the GT Sprint Race and the after- 
noon 30-lap enduro main race. 

The Subaru STI also hugged the 
limelight, beating the Honda Civics 
and Toyota Corollas behind Antho- 
ny de Zuzuarregui who topped the 
Sprint race of GT 300 class іп 23 
minutes, 55.692 seconds. 

Zuzuarmegui later completed а 
sweep as he teamed up with Ramie 
Villavicencio in the GT 300 30/ар 
main enduro race aboard their Or- 
ange Performance prepared Subaru. 
STI that clocked one hour, five min- 


Tom Stockinger also pulled а 
sweep on his Honda Civic when һе 
topped the 67125 Sprint race in 
23:19165 seconds and later pre- 
vailed in the main enduro race with 
co-driver Angelo Tambo. 

1t was the first major career victo- 
ту for Buxton who ruled the mom- 
ing GT Sprint race of the GT 200 
class. He pulled away from the rest 
of the pack on the third lap as he 
‘wrapped up the 124ар race in 22 
minutes and 46.821 seconds or 2 
30339 seconds ahead of John 


A 


` Garcia sizzles 
as 


Tiger slips 


CARNOUSTIE, SCOTLAND—TIGER WOODS IS LIKELY TO BE BAT- 
tling against adverse weather plus the fiercely tough Carnoustie links 
to claw back Sergio Garcia's seven-shot lead over him in the British 
Open third round on Saturday. 

The world No 1, chasing a third 
title running, has 12 majors be- 
hind him including the last two 
Opens but will have had few 
tougher days than Friday when 
he scrambled to a three-over-par 
74in an increasingly stiff breeze. 

t left him with a mountain to 
climb over the weekend to catch 
Spaniard Garcia who leads on six 
under par having added a level- 
раг71 to Thursday's opening 65. 

Garcia has a two-stroke lead 
over South Korean KJ Choi who 
has been playing superbly con- 
trolled golf from tee to green. 

Choi, who won two of his last 
three events on the PGA Tour, 
fired a 69 оп Friday. 

Опе shot further behind are 
Garcia's compatriot Miguel Angel 
Jimenez and Canada's 2003 U.S. 
Masters winner Mike Weir, who 
had a second-round best 68. 

Showers and heavy rain are 
forecast for the area on Saturday. 

Meanwhile, Choi's credentials 


as a player capable of becoming 
Asia's first major winner have 
been given a glowing endorse- 
ment by one of golf's most experi- 
enced insiders. 

‘Andy Prodger, the veteran 
Scots caddy who helped Nick Fal- 
do when he won British Open and 
US Masters titles in the late 80s, 
has been on Choi's bag this week 

Having won two of his last 
three tournaments coming into 
the Open, Choi had been tipped 
by the likes of Sam Torrance as a 
potential winner at Carnoustie. 

‘And Prodger does not doubt 
his employer's ability to live with 
the unique pressure that goes 
along with competing on the final 
day of a major championship. 

“KJ is becoming a very very 
good golfer,” said Prodger a 
scratch golfer and former club 
pro, who has also worked with 
Colin Montgomerie on the Euro- 
pean Tour. 

Reuters, АЕР 
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CARLOS Anton helps fix the brake pads with MP Turbo 
‘owner Mike Potenciano looking оп. 


HAPPY BEDANS: The San Beda Red Sea Lions show their hard- 
‘earned medals. With the SBC swimming team are (front row from 
left), head coach Gavino Roxas Је, SBC Rector—President Rev. Fr. 
Mateo De Jesus OSB, team manager James Tan Sy and assistant 
coach Ernesto Ungoco. 


INVITATION FOR BIBS 
Date: 22 мү 2007 


Contract 1D No SP-RM-000-15-08 
Word Bank Loan No 4446РН 
The Government of the Philippines has received а loan trom the inernatonal 
Bank for Reconstruction and Development toward the cost of the Local 
Government Finance and Development {LOGOFIND) Project. is intended 
{Sat port ofthe proceeds of та сал nat De appked Ю chgolo payments under he 
ла for whch Dis invtaton lor Bs а sued. Bidang wil be governed by 
ihe World Bank's ekgbiy rues and procedures 
The Municipality of Malay now mites sealed bids from eile Bidders for the 
Supply. Delivery. and” installation of Computerized Business Tax 
Enhancement (BTE) System. One (1) contact award sna be made forthe whole 
BTE systems The contract completion is wahin sar (6) monins. 
Водла wil be conducted using те National Comoettve Biásng (NCB) procedures 
Speied in the Word Bankes Guidelines: Procurement under IBRD Loans and 
А create and i opon to ad Baers kom рше source counties as defined im 
зет 
Interested eligible Bidders may obtain further information from the Municipal 
Government of Malay, Akian through йз БАС Secretariat at Municipal Hall, 
Poblacion, Malay, Alan with Tel. No. 036-208-8748. А complete set of bing 
Socuments m Engish may be purchoses staring 23 July 2007 during ой 
hows from 800 am. - 500 pm. Monday іс Friday at the BAC Secret 
Municipal Hall, Poblacion, Malay, Aklan for 2 non-refundable 
‘Thousand Pnappine Pesce (25.005 00) The method of payment wil be in the 
form of cash or cashiers check. The bidding documents shall be depalched 
promptly va courier 
‘Bids shat be val lor a period of ninety (90) days and must be delivered to the 
BAC Secretariat, Municipal Hall, Poblacion, Malay, Aklan on or belore 22 
жолау di па 


The estimated budget for ihe contract is Four Millon Four Hundred Seventy 
Two Thousand Eight Hundred Four Philippine Pesos [P4,472,804.00] 

А pre-bid conference wil be held on 08 August 2007, 2:00 p.m. at the 58 
Session Hall, Municipal Hal, Poblacion, Malay, Akian. 

The attention of prospective Bidders is drawn to Û) the fact that they wil be 
Tequred to cerity in ther Diss that a software is Covered by a vaid feans® or 
Was producad by the Beier and 01 na укола are consdered Каша. whch i. 
ong oer remedies, punishable by potenta! Baciasung rom paricipaton т 
‘tare Wond Bank financed procurement 

The Purchaser reserves the right to accept ог reject any bid or io annui 1e bidding 
process and reject ai bcs at any lime pror to contact award, without Hereby 
icing any tabity io те биз 


(Soc) ENGR. ELIZER B. CASIDSID 
Charman. Bes and Awards Commitee 
goa 22007 - 


OMMISSIONIQNIEEECTIONSMNS 
ANNOUNCEMEN 
Filing of application as a voter for the Barangay Elections is 
OPEN to all Filipino citizens at least eighteen (18) years old on 
| or before October 29, 2007 
| Filing of application starts July 15-22, 2007 at 
the Office of the Election Officer in cities! 
municipalities from 8:00 am - 7:00 pm. 

Education and Information Department 


Pu 
525-9294 * 525-9301 * 527-0821 * 527-5514 “2% 


COMMISSION ON ELECTIONS 

|ANNOUNCE MEN 

Filing of application as a member of the Katipunan ng 

| Kabataan is OPEN to all Filipino citizens at least fifteen (15) 

but below eighteen (18) years old on or before October 29, 2007. 

| Filing of application starts July 15-22, 2007 at the Office of the 

Election Officer ia cities! municipalities from A 

Au 
asi 


8:00 am - 7:00 pm. 


| Education and Information Department. 
| 5259294 * 525-9301 * 527-0821 * 527-5574 
iss = жеше. = 


Republic ot the Philippine» 
Province of Misamis Oriental 
“Municipality of Medina 


Invitation for Bids (IFB) 
оне муз? 2007 
Синга #31 
old Loan No, 4146P 
The Government ol the Philgpines has received а loan fom the Imernational Bank 
dor Reconscuon and Development towards the cost ol Local Government Finance 
and Development and intends 0 app рап of te funds о cover eligible payments 
"ande ine Corral lor he Construction of Slaughterhouse, Bidding 8 open to al 
Waders rom eibi source countries as бейле ın the Guidelines: Procurement 
under IBRD Loans and IDA Credis 
The Municipality of Medina, Misamis Oriental inves sealed bids Кот яле 
Sauces lor te Construction of Slaughterhouse. 
Bidding documents may be purchased staring July 23 - August 28, 2007 during 
осе hours from 8:00 AM 10 5:0 РМ at tne BAC Secretariat Municipal Mayor's 
tice, North Poblacion, Municipality of Madina, Misamis Oriental upon payment 
ol a nomeundabie fee ol Four Thousand Five Hundred Pesos (Php 4,500.00) or 
% equvolen in a Ires сотне caroncy foreach sel nerested bidders may 
(tian млг ormaton atthe same address. 
‘ids shall be val for a penod ol ninety (90) days aller bid opening and тия be 
ocompaned by secuiy of One Hundred Twenty Seven Thousand Two Hundred 
Fifty Pesos (Php 127,250.00) а a form ol cash, cred check, bank guarantee 
issued by the commercant bank x s qualem in a convertite currency, nd shall 
фе debvered io he Митра! Treasurer s Осе on x Бейсе 10:00 АМ on August 
28, 2007 а uc ime they wi be opened п the presence of ihe briders who weh. 
шегі. 
The Bidder with the Lowest Calculated Bid (LCB) shall advance to the post 
quniîcaton siage in order 1o fal domine з resparsneness to the technical and 
балса requrements ol ine projec. The conc shal hen be awarded othe Lowest 
Calculated Responsive Bidder (LCR) who was determined as such during post 
амсазоп. The Estimated Project Cost lor ће subpijet is Five Minion Eighty 
fine Thousand Seven Hundred Ninety Seven pesos and 31/100 (Php 
5087973) 
A pre-bid conference will be held at 10:00 АМ on August 14, 2007 at the 
‘Sangguniang Bayan Session Hal, Municipality of Medina, Misamis Oriental. 
(Sad) HERMOLANDO A. CAYTUNA 
ВАС Charman 
[POL uty 22.2007) 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


А о 
ARTS 


‘Text us your feedback: inquirer sprt name/age/citylmessage to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


SUNDAY, JULY 22, 2007 


E-mail pr_sports@inquirer.com.ph 
Website: wwwcinquirernetisports 


Editor Teddyvic S. Melendres 


ЕРІ probes NBA ref on game-fixing 


Miller, Alaska Aces go all the way 


By Musong В. Castillo 


ALASKA COACH TIM CONE AND 
Willie Miller didn't get at each other 
even after the newly crowned MVP's 
mediocre Game 5 performance in the 
РВА Fiesta Cup Finals that the coach 
openly criticized in the media. 

But the Aces did take verbal shots at 
each other in heated arguments inside 
the locker room, something that failed 
to divide them and just made them 
stronger for the future. 

"There were so many things that 
‘went on in there that I really cannot 
say" Cone, bubbly-soaked after the 
‘Aces’ chilling 99-96 Game 7 conquest 
of the Talk 'N Text Phone Pals on Fri- 
day, said. 

“The players went at each other, I 
went at the team and it only united us 
instead of breaking us up,” Cone, now 
the winner of 12 titles in his career, 
added. “1 think the crystallizing factor 
was Willie (Miller) іп Game 5." 

‘After shooting 29 points on the 
night he won his second MVP—which 
‘was incidentally his 30th birthday— 
Miller was a virtual non-factor in 


Game 5 where he scored just six 
points in 33 minutes. 

Cone, pushed to the wall for an- 
swers on his top guard's performance, 
said then: "He won the MVP and it. 
was his birthday. He just didn't have it 
tonight." 

Miller came out and shot the day- 
lights out of the Phone Pals the next 
night, eclipsing his Game 4 output in. 
only three quarters by firing 35 mark- 
ers as the Aces took control and never 
letup. 

From that night on, like he did in 
Game 4, "Thriller Miller" had a game 
face rarely worn in the glamorous 
world of pro basketball—eyebrows 
nearly touching to show his concen- 
tration. 

"Willie was unstoppable after Game 
5," Cone said. "No, I didn't have a con- 
frontation with him. But some of the 
other players did and it just fired him 
up. He was just awesome for us. 

“fit takes hurt feelings to win, then 
we will take it.” 

Cone and his Aces snapped a seven- 
year title drought with one of the most. 
spine-tingling wins in a Game 7 ever. 


WHEN the final buzzer marked the end of Game 7, the Aces were one in 


celebrating their latest РВА championship. 


‘And his total of 12 championships has 
now put him a step closer behind his 
idol, Baby Dalupan, who owns the all- 
time list with 15. 

“It's bittersweet for me,” Cone said. 


"Chasing him, I mean, he's the great- 
est out there. Гуе even spoken to him 
about it. IFit happens, it's going to be 
very sweet. But I want him to be the 

best, he'sa legend.” 


Naascu hoops: STI rips AMA; Hawks prevail 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


DEXTER MICUTUAN UNLOADED 13 OF 
his 16 points in the second half as STI 
thrashed defending champion AMA Com- 
putes, 77-67, yesterday at the start of the 
National Athletic Association of Schools, 
Colleges and Universities (Naascu) bes 

Xetball tournament at the Rizal Coliseum. 


University of Manila, trying to get back 
into championship shape, unleashed an 
11-0 spurt midway in the fourth quarter to 
turn back Pamantansan ng Lungsod ng 
Pasay, 85-76, in the second game. 

Tt was а revenge of sorts for the 
Olympians who got swept by the Titans in 
last years tite series. 

The 6-foot:2 Micutuan was ably sup- 


А 
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Based on urban national yesterday broadsheet readers 


ported by new acquisitions Mark Balneg, 
Howard Flor, Arthur Dimas and Raymond 
Tiongeo. 

Balneg finished with nine points, while 
Flor, Dimas and Tiongco chipped in eight 
points each. Chito Jaime led the Titans 
with 27 points. 

Rookie Christopher de Vera hit three 
three-pointers in the fourth quarter, in- 


cluding one in that decisive binge for the 
Hawks, who rallied from 66-70. 

Bong David topscored for the Eagles 
with 20 points but proved helpless in the 
privotal period. David showed his frustra- 
tion by elbowing Raymond Malinao, 
whose free throws with 4:45 left gave UM 
а 72-70 lead before De Vera knocked in 
the triple that mde it 75-70, 4:29 to go. 


LAS VEGAS—DAVID STERN 
led the NBA through doping 
problems and work stop- 
pages. Now his league faces 
the stigma of a point-shaving 
scandal involving a referee. 

The NBA acknowledged Friday that federal 
authorities are investigating Tim Donaghy for 
betting on games, including ones in which he of- 
ficited. 

According to a law enforcement offical, au- 
thorities are examining whether the referee 
made calls to affect the point spread in games on 
which he or associates had wagered over the 
past two seasons. 

The referee had a gambling problem and was 
approached by low-level organized gambling as- 
sociates through an acquaintance, said the offi- 
cial, who spoke to the AP on condition of 
anonymity, 

Donaghy is perhaps best-known previously as 
опе of the referees in the 2004 game at Detroit 
that ended with Indiana Pacers players fighting 
with Pistons fans, among the biggest black 
marks in league history. 

"We would like to assure our fans that no 
amount of effort, time or personnel is being 
spared to assist in this investigation, to bring to 
justice an individual who has betrayed the most 
sacred trust in professional sports, and to take 
the necessary steps to protect against this ever 
happening again,” Stern said ina statement. 

Donaghy officiated 68 games in the 2005-06 
season and 63 games in 2006-07, according to 
the Elias Sports Bureau. He also worked 20 play- 
off games, including five last season—Pistons- 
Magic on April 23; Warriors-Mavericks on April 
27; Suns-Lakers on April 29; Nets-Raptors on 
May 4; and Spurs-Suns on May 12. 

The Spurs-Suns game was the controversial 
Game 3 of the highly publicized Western Confer- 
ence semifinal series between ће San Antonio 
Spurs—who went on to win the title—and 
Phoenix. The series was marred by physical play, 
controversial calls and suspensions. 

‘The National Basketball Referees Association 
did noc retur calls for a statement. AP 
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than you think. 


Who would have thought something small 


would make it big? AC Nielsen reports 


Sunday Inquirer Magazine is the 


No. 1 weekend magazine in the country. 


Big thanks to you, our readers. 
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A war по one can afford to lose 


Business has chance to take bold steps to combat climate change 


it 
By Tina Arceo-Dumlao 3 
THE CATASTROPHIC CONSEQUENCES OF 
climate change are knocking on the Philip- 
pines door. 

With increased temperatures, more fre- 
quent and stronger typhoons and rising 
Seas expected to be brought about by 
widespread and increased emission of 
greenhouse gases, there is a real pos- 

Silty that coastlines and fish- 6 
ponds will be lost. 

Jose Ma. Lorenzo Tan, chief 
executive officer of WWF у 
Philippines; said during = 
the recently concluded 
Corporate Social Re- 
sponsibility (CSR) Expo 
2007 of the League of 
Corporate Foundations 
(LCF) that because the 
Philippines is an archipela- 
go, the country is “at risk” to 
the adverse effects of climate 
change. 

"Increased temperatures, more extreme 
weather events and the flooding of coastal ar- 
eas will threaten agriculture and aquaculture 
in the Philippines in ways currently unimag- 
ined,” Tan said. 

“ur coastlines, rivers and lakes are vulner- 
able. Extreme weather events and rising seas 
will damage and eventually inundate all 
coastlines and fishponds,” he added. 

"This will mean “serious economic disloca- 
tions" not only to communities entirely de- 
pendent on aquaculture, but also the business 
Sector who count on the masses to buy their 
products and services. 

Тап thus called on the private sector to take 


— 


Nears di 


the reins and steer the country toward а sus- 
tainable and profitable future. 

Government has a major role to play, he 
said, but business will be the driver. 


Look around 

“Climate change changes everything. We 
started it, we can stop it. WWF believes that 
the technology and:the solutions exist to- 
day. All we have to do is look around,” Tan 
said. 

He said companies can invest more in the 
development of cleaner sources of energy, 
such as natural gas and biodiesel. 

‘Tan cited the work of the Philippine Co- 


There is 


conut Authority, which is testing the viability 
of using pure, hyper-filtered coconut oil as a 
diesel substitute for generators, stationary en- 
gines and boats. 

Banks and financial institutions could also 
take a second look at applications to finance 
projects that will emit too much greenhouses 
gases, such as coal plants. 

Sy. "The era of the carbon tax is just around 
шыў: the comer. If you are thinking of building а 
q^ coal plant, think twice. Will you be ready 
ы to infuse а serious amount of additional 
equity in five years? If not, are you ready 

to deal with a stranded asset,” he said. 


Role to play 
“Banks and financial institutions 
have a role to play in this 
respect. Think about it 
carefully. Knowing all 
this, is it prudent for 
any financial institution (0 
evaluate the viability of a coal 
plant using business as usual pa- 
rameters," Tan added. 
‘The LCF is contributing to the effort to com- 
bat climate change. 
This year marked the first time, for in- 


still time tO stance, when the LCF dedicated a whole day 


reverse the 
trend, but 
action is 
urgently 


needed 


to sessions on how to go about economic de- 
velopment while protecting the environment. 

Тһе group of corporate foundations real- 
izes that there is a business case to protecting 
the environment. 


Back to basics 

"Every corporate social responsibility ac- 
tion toward education, must start first with 
making sure there is food and water for every- 
one, and caring for the environment will ad- 


dress that before we go to other issues,” said 
Pacita Juan, LCF vice president for market 
and Figaro Coffee Corp. CEO. 

“сіз just about bringing everyone back to 
basics,” Juan added, 

The WWF said іп a global study that there 
‘was still time to reverse the trend, but action 
was urgently needed. 

The Philippines cannot just lay back and do 
nothing because the consequences of inaction 
aredire. 

Тап said total brackish water hectarage de- 
voted to aquaculture along coastal areas in 
Bulacan, Cavite, Pangasinan, Пойо, Negros, 
Bohol, Cebu, Zamboanga, . Surigao, South 
Cotabato, Davao and Sulu will likely be re- 
duced. 

"Increased salinity of ground water, salt- 
water intrusion, heightened saline levels of 


AWARIB2 


BUYeSELLePAWN 


Affordable living at its best 


Welcome to easy living 
in Makati. 


* No rush hours 
* No tight spaces 
* No financial squeeze 


* No worries 


Finally... all you've 
ever wanted. 


Avida Towers 


Makati West 
Call 753-1111 * www.avidaland.com 


HLURB License to sell # 10591 


Text and photos 
by Aquiles Zonio 
Inquirer Mindanao 


GENERAL SANTOS CITY—HE 
was a working student during 
his college days because his par- 
ents were poor. 

Once, he told his mother he 
would no longer go home during 
vacations because he had no 
money to go back to Marawi 
City, where he studied physical 
education at the Mindanao State 
University, 

Despite his work, David 
Calungsod failed to finish his 
studies. He decided to return 
hereto chart his own destiny. 

He went through a lot of 
hardships, but every time he 
slipped, he would bounce back 
with renewed vigor and opti- 
mism. 

David plied the city streets as 
a taxi driver from 1995 to 1998, 
saying he earned enough to 
meet his family’s basic needs. 
But he quit the job after he near- 
ly got killed by taxi thieves who 
held him up. 

1n 2000, he found a job as jan- 
itor/messenger at one of the 


commercial banks here. said. 


X 


NURSERY classroomat the Darda Christian School of Learning. 


Color 1t orange 


Color Folders in the Mind 
by Karen V De Asis 


By Dante M. Velasco 
Contributor 


MOST MARKETING MANAGERS (OR, MAR- 
eters as the author of this book prefers to call 
them) or marketing students learned at the 
feet of marketing gurus with American, En- 
glish, and other European sounding names. 

Philip Kotler comes to mind very quickly. 1 
am surprised that even up to now, good old 
Kotler is still required reading іп many MBA 
and marketing schools. My intro- 


duction to Kotler was as early as 
inthe 1980s! Бс 


Readers are warned, therefore, 
simply to take in foreign exam- 
ples, imbibe certain principles, and then find 
local examples that somehow illustrate those 
principles. 

Yes, there have been books on marketing 
coming in with breezy style; on professional sell- 
ing in the unimaginative form of “how tos”; and 
on entrepreneurship where one has to steer 
dear of biographic narration to pick up some 
tips from the “successful entrepreneur” 


Artand science 

It comes as a whiff of fresh air, therefore, that 
а book enters the scene—which combines the 
street-smart savvy of an experienced marketer 
and the unerring eye of a social scientist, giving 
the reader the best of both worlds—in the mar- 
ketplace where the fittest survive a ruthless mar- 
keting warfare, and in the groves of academe 
where the rules of engagement are perfected to 
the level rocket science. 

The book, “Color Folders in the Mind: A 
Branding Story" holds the readers hand and, 
with the author, walks through the streets of the 
marketplace dominated by winners and littered 
by losers. And then the reader pauses under a 
tree where he or she is introduced to methods of 
research and recent findings. 

"This 116-page book should have been thicker 
ifthe body texts font size was larger, and yet itis 
sufficient to provide the marketer and market- 
ing student a road map to the increasingly com- 
plex world of marketing. 

Tt is good that Karen de Asis, the author, sim- 
plified our world by placing them in four fold- 
'ers—in colors orange, gray, black and white. 
Thats not the order in her book, but 1 re-ar- 
ranged them because they come from the most 


^ 


But David, now 44, admitted. 
that his income and that of his 
wife, Fe, who was a front desk 
attendant at Casa Luisa Restau- 
rant here, hardly made ends 
meet. “So 1 decided to find 
‘ways to earn extra income," ће 


Acandle-making venture 
paved the way for the 

construction of a church- 
based learning institution 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


226 Train up ch in tho voy Doy shoul ge He wal spat om 


deme ы es Шатыр? 
THE PRESCHOOL is Calungsod's cherished dream. 


‘That opportunity came when 
he attended a candle-making 
seminar conducted by the De- 
partment of Trade and Industry 


"n 


here. 


David claimed it was his wife. 
who was-really interested to at- 
tend the seminar But due to 
time constraint, she asked him to. 


go instead. 
After the 


seed money They 


wax, dye, scent and 
ribbons. 


desirable to the least desirable situation for the 
marketer. 

То the Orange Folder belongs a brand which. 
enjoys “massive brand awareness and knowl- 
edge,” while to the Gray Folder belongs a brand 
which enjoys “moderate brand awareness,” and 
yet however limited such awareness, inspires 
brand loyalty among those who are aware, and 
who even found other uses that the marketer 
never intended! 


Products unknown and unsung 

What about the Black Folder—is it practicing 
black magic? No, Karen the author describes it as 
a product whose "brand information 
only the marketer knows but the cus- 
tomer does not!” 

"What a pity, а good product like а 
beautiful rose in the desert that 
bloomed to full petals unseen, unsung and 
whose scent never gladdened a maiden's heart. 
(I seem to recall a poetic line expressing such 
lament) 

Lets find out about the product in the White 
Folder. The author describes it as suffering from 
the "absence of any knowledge about the brand 
among potential customers stemming from the 
marketers incapacity to appropriately sell the 
product or service.” 

This is worse, and will tum a boss’ counte- 
nance to pure white since the product suffers the 
double whammy of not being known and of be- 
ing ineptly handled by the uninitiated and the 
intellectually disabled. 


Rate yourself through a checklist. 

Anyway, this goes to show that if you are a 
‘marketer or a marketing student, you should go 
for "Orange." Not too fast. You must jump to 
page 22, and take the “Marketer's Checklist of 
the Color Folders in the Mind." 

"That should be your starting point—that is if 
you want to know what color your produc be- 
longs to. This is not only for marketing guys. PR 
folks and reputation managers can simply sub- 
stitute “brand” with “image” or "reputa- 
tion"—and you have a self-test on such corpo- 
rate values. 

You finish the book falling in love with Color 
Orange, but you can always settle for Color 
Gray—for starters. And then go for Orange! The 
book is also rich with ideas on how the marketer. 
can expand his or her horizons and go for market. 
segments that are "unserved or underserved,” in 
the words of Dr. De Asis, 

She engages her readers in a very insightful 


seminar, 

shared his learnings to his wife. 
112003, they started a candle- 

making project using P2,500 as 


amount to buy a sack of paraffin 


ақы 


The venture slowly paid off, 
and enabled them to earn about 
P4,000 month. 

It was at this time that the 
couple decided to register their 
business with the DTI under the 
business name “Mazliah's Can- 
dle Innovation.” 

‘Their products soon went up 
on display at the Casa Luisa 
Restaurant. 

‘Most of their clients then were 
restaurant customers holding 
parties for weddings, baptisms, 
birthdays and other social 
events. 

But David said he thought of 
putting the money they earned 


David 


used the 


decorative 


3 
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Teal, 


discussion on “differentiating your brand sto- 
1y'—vwhich then makes your product “a breed 
apart" 

‘That makes ita “category of one,” the tide ofa 
book 1 read earlier which advises marketers to 
get out of the crowd, make competition irrele- 
vant and get that market segment! (Ie takes an- 
other Executive Read review to discuss this ex- 
citing topic.) 


Beautiful marketing moment 

"The book is many things to many people. It 
appeals to the marketing expert as the author 
engages the experts’ minds with new tends and 
issues—including ethical behavior in marketing 
and, уе, “restraining lust of mar- 
keters’—which, from the old school, might 
sound like a contradiction in terms: marketing 
was once associated with overweening lust. 

‘And it must appeal to the junior marketing 
executive who must begin on the right path to a 
rewarding and stimulating career where brands 
become winners and products claim virtual 
“eternal life" —when the right combinations of 
luck, strategy and unintended blessing come to- 
gether one beautiful marketing moment. 

‘And yetsuch a moment comes, nor to the sloth- 
ful (author wars against that), but to ће diligent 
marketer who, day by day, leams the science ev- 
‘xy step of the way, and masters the art through 
small defeats and huge victories in a marketplace 
that rewards those who belong to the orange fold- 
ers, provides hope to the gray-foldered prod- 
cis but gives no quarters to those in black and 
white folders who know not the lesson-rich mo- 
ments of defeat and the exhilaration of ti- 
‘umphs—first, in the customers heart—and then 
in the marketplace, (dantemvelasco@yahoo.com.) 


"sued postdated checks to a 


SUNDAY, JULY 22, 2007 


from the candle-making venture 
into his dream, a pre-school. 

“Putting up a school for chil- 
dren is really my cherished 
dream," David said. 

For seven months, they saved 
money out of the candle-making 
business to build a three-class- 
room building for nursery and 
kindergarten classes in а 1,200- 
square-meter lot in Lagao village 
here. 

When funds ran low, they is 


only learn the basic subjects but 
basic Christian values as well, 
said David, who is also a pastor 
of Inter-Denominational Chris- 
tian Group Ministries, Inc. 

During the first-year opera- 
tion, Darda Christian Learning 
School had 64 enrollees The fol- 
lowing year, the number of en- 
rollees rose to 75. 

Currently, it has 60 students 
after the school management 
adopted a strict policy in accept- 
ing pre-schoolers. 

"We became strict when it 
came to age. We would like to 
produce quality graduates here," 
David said. 

David said he now looks for- 
ward to the day when his school 
expands and offers elementary 
education. 

He said technical personnel 
from the local DTI office are 
helping him prepare a feasibility 
study 

“1 am looking for financial aid 
from abroad [to fund this pro- 
ject],” he said. 


hardware store to buy construc- 
tion materials. 

"Casa Luisa is the caterer of 
Johnson Hardware during par- 
ties and special occasions. So my 
wife was allowed to issue post- 
dated checks. We did not miss 
our obligation," he said 

Finally, in 2004, the Darda 
Christian Learning School 
opened with permits from the 
Department of Education 
(DepEd). 

It is a church-based learning 
institution, where students not 


Awar no one ... 


From page Bl 


fresh water lakes may end freshwater fish production in Laguna 
de Вау” Tan said. 


Worse effects 

Tan added that the lack of a well-defined national land and wa- 
ter use plan, and unabated illegal logging expose the country to 
the worst effects of climate change. 

Also vulnerable are farms and industrial infrastructure and 
low-lying coastal areas devoted to crops such as rice. 

"Increased temperatures will also threaten agriculture in terms 
of plant viability, yields, fruit maturities, and fruit and/or grain 
quality not only along the coastal areas, but inland and upland as 
well,” Tan said, adding: "It is estimated that 35-40 million Fil 
ipinos depend on agriculture as their primary source of income.” 

Given the grim scenario, Tan said the time has come for every- 
body to work together to battle climate change, and the private 
sector is in a position to steer the country toward a “greener” fu- 
ture. 

“The level of science-based decision-making, and the subse- 
quent degree of national preparedness, is key to mitigating vul- 
nerabilities. This calls for a realistic program, political will, eco- 
nomic resources and organization. We must learn how to work 
together,” Tan said, 

Fortunately, the technologies and sustainable energy resources 
needed to lessen the impact of climate change are available, but 
political will and economic policies must be in place to deploy 
them. 


Appropriate technologies 

In the energy sector, Tan said the era of centralized power gen- 
eration is coming to an end, to be replaced by an economy that 
will run on appropriate technologies and carbon-free power sys- 
tems. 

‘The Philippines is already on its way to harnessing these new 
energy-efficient technologies, with the operation of Southeast 
Asia's first wind farm in Ilocos Norte and the sugar industry's ef- 
forts to install bagasse-fueled energy systems. 

He also stressed the need to conserve the remaining forests, 
which play a key role in capturing greenhouse gases and curtail- 
ing erosion, and the use of more environment-friendly fuel, such 
as biodiesel 


World vision 

Tan said the world powers are already coming together to craft 
a vision for a world living with less carbon emissions, and the 
Philippines, specifically the private sector, must decide if it will 
participate in the effort. 

“Adaptation is our opportunity. Will the private sector pass the 
buck once again to the government?" Tan asked the expo partici- 

ants. 

Pathe LCE for ts part, rose to the challenge by launching the LCP 
Green Fund, which will be used to raise environmental aware- 
ness, and coming up with the CSR roadmap for the environment 
that hopes to get all Filipinos involved in combating climate 


опе war we cannot afford to lose. 
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CONSIDER THESE SOBERING 
statistics: 

е Two of three Americans are 
overweight. 

‘© One child dies of hunger in 
the world every four seconds. 

То feed a starving child for a 
year costs roughly $200, about 
the same amount the average 
American spends each year on 
soft drinks. 

By simply passing up soda, 
‘Americans could cut child 
hunger by 75 percent world- 
wide. s 

Leaders are responsible for 
leveraging their influence to 


Compassionate leadership 


serve others. When leaders use 
power for selfish benefit, we 
commonly refer to their “abuse” 
of power. Would it be a stretch 
to claim that Americans abuse 
their power by guzzling sodas 
when malnourished children 
are dying in slums? 

Now, it's impractical to think 
that Americans (or Filipinos) 
would never buy another Pepsi 
or Coke, and it’s unreasonable 
toaskofthem. 

However, when 65 percent of 
Americans 
surely some changes can be 
made to cut consumption in the 


those in poverty 
world. 
The list of the 


are overweight, 


A LEADER'S 


USA and give generously to 


ments can be daunting—AIDS, 


starvation, water shortages, en- 
vironmental contamination, 
etc. However, the affiuence of 
Americans may be equal to the 
task, if only leaders would mo- 
bilize the resources within their 
grasp. 

Many are simply too lazy to 
contribute to social causes, or 
they refuse to let the world's 
problems disrupt their comfort. 
Still others justify their inaction 
by citing the “drop in the buck- 
ef mentality. However, with 
enough drops, а bucket gets 
full 

Leaders are honor bound to 


assist those in nee 


Global Village, dis 
mand.” 
we buy shoes made 


Middle East, and 


around the 


world's ail- die class family in the 


potato chips and play 


words of 02% Bono, “In the 


longer decides who is your 
neighbor, and ‘Love thy neigh- 
bor is not advice, it’s а com- 


In the age of globalization, 
shirts from India, oil from the 
from Africa. 1з it just for chil- 
dren in those regions to suffer 


and starve while ours (or any 
other middle class or upper mid- 


d. In the How are you modeling com- 
passionate leadership? 

То what causes are you lend- 
ing your resources? 

How are you inspiring others 
to give generously to social 
causes? 

(For information on John 
Maxwell's in-house or public 
leadership or teamwork work- 
shops, please e-mail us at binger- 
icta@gmail.com or call 813- 
2049/2732 and ask for Jesi or 
Bing. Text MAXWELL ON to 4632 
(Smart) to get daily SMS leader- 
ship insights from John 
Maxwell.) 
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Marcadia, however, was recalled for his 
services in 1995 when PSC resumed opera- 
tions. 

This time, Marcadia was given full au- 
thority to handle the P1.5-million facility 
by then PSC president Robert Bourbon, on 
the condition that he would supply PSC's 
Roxas City plant with crab meat on a cash 
basis. 

With a high demand for processed crabs, 
Marcadia established his own buying and 
cooking stations in the Islands of Peña and 
nearby barangays. 

‘These stations supplied PSC with crab 
meat. 

But more importantly, these gave a stable 
source of income not only for Marcadia, but 
also for the hundreds of fishermen who would 
regularly supply crabs to him. 


Additional income 

То add to his income, the crab’s dried 
shells, which are removed before processing, 
are sold to ап Iranian company based in the 
cities of Mandaue and Cebu. 

Unlike typical businessmen whose concern 
revolves mainly on profits, Marcadia also fo- 
uses on preserving the environment. 

Marcadia would often attend training 
sessions on Hazard Analysis Critical Control 
Point and Environment Impact Assess- 
ments. 

‘The knowledge he gained from the training 
sessions have helped him in his environmen- 
tal advocacy on saving the Asian gulf from ex- 
ploitation and illegal activities. 

Macadia currently owns 17 fishing boats 
and five reserve body boats which he shares 
with small fishermen on a 50-50 scheme. 

сіз these unselfish ways of sharing profits 
and providing livelihood to the smaller fisher- 
folk that earned Marcadia the coveted Gawad 
Saka citation, 

‘Arsenio Limin dela Pefia 

Claveria, Cagayan 

Outstanding Fisherfolk—Fish Capture 

His noble contributions and commitment 
toprotect, conserve and manage the country's 
limited fisheries and aquatic resources has 
earned Arsenio Limin dela Рейа a Gawad Sa- 
ka award. 

The two-decade fisherman is an active 
member of the Municipal Fisheries and 
Aquatic Resources Management Council 
(MFARMC), an organization helping the Ca- 
gayan local government. 

Dela Pefia also actively participates in the 
Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources’ 
implementation of fishery laws and regula- 
tions to fully safeguard the rich fishery and 
aquatic resources of the region. 


Genuine concern 

MFARMC-Claveria chair Constantino Di- 
тауа Sr. said that Dela Pefia is one of the few 
fisherfolks who has genuine concern in the 
protection and conservation of the fishing 
grounds for sustainable development. 

“The fishing gears which he himself discov- 
ered are environment-friendly and he sees to 
it that all his fishing activities could not harm 
the fishing grounds,” Dimaya added. 

BFAR regional director Jovita Р Ayson has 
described Dela Pefia as a silent and humble 
fisherman but full of aspirations for the рго- 
tection and conservation of the fisheries ге- 
sources, 

Ayson said this was evident in his active 
participation in the projects and programs of 
the Bantay Dagat and the MFARMC. 

Dela Реба, in fact, was an Outstanding 
Deputy Fish Warden awardee during the cele- 
bration ofthe Fish Conservation week. 

Dela Pefia however revealed that he hesi- 
tated and felt, at first, awkward to be nomi- 
nated, thinking that thousands of other fish- 
erfolks deserve the award. 

But with the prodding of his own commu- 
nity and the local government officials, Dela 
Pefia finally joined and brought home one of 
the most coveted awards in agriculture and 
fisheries. 

It is these fishermen like Dela Pefia, who 
have pushed Region 2 to be recognized as 
home to outstanding fisherfolk both in aqua- 
culture and fish capture categories in the past 
several years. 

Through this award, the small fisherfolk 
are given opportunities to shine, be competi- 
tive and create a name in the fisheries indus- 
uy 
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there's a big catch 


3 Gawad Saka awardees tell us 


their story for others to emulate 


By Amy R. Remo 


ONE OF THE BIGGEST CHAL- 
lenges confronting Philippine 
agriculture is how to sustain 
growth which can be concretely 
felt by farmers and fisherfolk in 
the countryside. 

To address this challenge, the 
Department of Agriculture 
showcases every year excep- 
tional achievements of small 
farmers and fishermen and set 
them up as examples for others 
to follow. 

Such achievements are given 
due recognition through the DAS 
Gawad Saka Awards. 

The award is given to a farmer 
or fisherman who had boosted his 
yields either through modem 
technologies or integrated farm- 
ing systems. 

Last month, the DA conferred 
the prestigious award to 25 enter- 
prising Filipino farmers and fish- 
ermen and six agri-fishery coop- 
eratives. 

Here are three Gawad Saka 
awardees from the fisheries sec- 
tor, who have shown that being 
innovative and committed can 
translate to bigger production 
and higher profits. 


Mike Alcazaren 
Award-winning 
Fim Director 
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ARTURO Marcadia |е, Outstan- 
ding Fisherfolk—Fish Capture 


Glenn Calleja 

Bacacay, Albay 

Outstanding Fisherfolk—Fish 
Culture 

With his environment-friendly 
polyculture of marine finfishes, 
Glenn Calleja has shown how in- 
genuity and perseverance сап 
turn a swampy fishpond into an 
eco-livelihood destination park. 

Dubbed “Our Fatherland,” 


ARSENIO dela Peña, Outstanding 


Fisherfolk—Fish Capture 


Calleja's fishpond is located in 
Barangay Pili-Ilawod in Bacacay, 
Albay, 

This architect-turned-farmer's 
polyculture system of high-val- 
ued finfishes consists of caranx, 
grouper, red snapper and 
siganid. 

Calleja said he believed that a 
marine ecosystem could be simu- 
lated into a marine fishpond. 

Thus, when he bought a 
swampy, abandoned 1.5-hectare 
lot in 1997, Calleja challenged 
himself to construct a pond in the 
area to satisfy his passion for fish 
farming. 


Unique ponds 

With his architectural back- 
ground, Calleja's ponds аге 
unique and elegant. 

One of the ponds, which he 
called Greenhouse island, is cir- 
cular in shape unlike traditional 
rectangular and  squaresized 
ponds. 

“А circular pond minimizes the 
stress factor of fish during feed- 
ing due to their natural locomo- 
tive behavior." he said. 

The island is also planted with 
banana, mango trees, palm trees, 
com, pineapple and root crops 
like sweet potato and gabi. 


FOR THO 


Among the innovations Calleja 
used in his ponds are a flow- 
through canal and artificial shel- 
ters made of used tires, bamboo, 
used fiberglass and plastic 
screens. 

Calleja also uses home-made 
probiotics, made from soya and 
molasses. This is applied as a soil 
conditioner and deodorizer to re- 
duce the pond water's foul odor, 
which comes from unconsumed 
trash fish. 

The probiotics is also sold to 
other fish farmers at an afford- 
able price. 

Calleja feeds his fish mostly 
with natural food such as plank- 
ton and small free-entry marine 
species. 

When natural feeds are пос 
enough, trash fish is used as an al- 
ternative feed along with ground 
sea urchin, barnacles and cheap 
home-made feeds. 

What makes these ponds even 
more environment friendly is 
the fact that Calleja does not use 
any pesticide since common 
predators are retained to be- 
come the natural food for the 
cultured stock. 

Meanwhile, hapa nets are used 
for fingerlings as a control mea- 
sure to avoid cannibalism or pre- 
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GLENN Calleja, Outstanding Fisherfolk—Fish Culture 


dation between and artiong the 
cultured stock. This lessens fish 
mortality rate. 

Calleja, however, keeps his cul- 
tured stocks well fed and fetch 
higher market price. 

He sells his green groupers for 
Р200-Р350 a kilo; tiger prawns 
for P800-P850 a kilo; red snapper 
for P180-P200; а caranx for 
Р150-Р180; and “diganid for 
P120-P150a kilo. 

Calleja and his caretakers sup- 
port environment conservation 
by planting mangroves, coconut 
trees and other aquatic plants 
along the dikes and in the pond it- 
self to reduce soil erosion. 

Likewise, these trees enhance 
the aesthetic value of the area 
and serve as shade for both hu- 
man and fish. 

The construction of a wave 
breaker and diversion canal and 
the plenting of creeping vegeta- 
tion also contribute to the conser- 
vation ofthe area. 

More importantly Calleja's 
fishpond has become an educa- 
tional site for students, interest- 
ed individuals and groups to 
gather technical information on 
the culture of different fish 
species. 

Calleja also provides small 


fisherfolk with livelihood by buy- 
ing trash fish and sea urchin from 
seaweed farmers as alternative 
feed to his fish stock. 

Likewise, he buys “tiny” 
groupers caught by children and 
other fingerling requirements 
from small fishermen in nearby 
communities. 

During spawning, he plans to 
collect all the fry and fingerlings 
and return them to their natural 
environment as replacement 
Stocks for those he has used for 
his pond. 

Arturo Marcadia Jr. 

Cawayan, Masbate 

Outstanding Fisher- 
folk—Fish Capture 

Dubbed as Bicolandia's Crab 
King, Arturo Marcadia Jr. learned 
the rudiments of crab processing 
while working at the Philipps 
Seafood Corp. 

‘When the American company 
closed its crab facility in Peña Is- 
land in 1994, Marcadia saw it as 
an opportunity to set up his own 
business. 


Recalled 
With his separation pay he 
bought three fishing boats and 
started a “crab capture" business. 
CAST/BS 
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oto session with NISC 


‘Despite whatever 
poverty there might be, 
there’s a lot of happy 
faces, a lot of smiles. 

I mean, the people 

are a jolly bunch 

here for sure’ 


N DISPLAY THIS MONTH i 
in the. shop windows of ТШ 
2 


б 
Rustan’s, Ayala Avenue NS 

side, are photographs of 12 women 
taken by Nigel Barker for the glossy 
high society chronicler Philippine 
Tatler. All the photos are on exhibit 
at Greenbelt 3, including the рег- 
fect-for-the-cover photo of Kit Zo- 1 % 
bel with her Mona 7 


1 
------- Lisa smile. FREE LOAD 
PLAYTIME Baker is the good- 10 TE 


looking and highly artic- \ 2 

Ву the staff шаге photographer who LZ PRU 

—— serves as one of the Trips m 
judges on "Americas x 
Next Top Models," the super popular reality 
show produced by TV talk show host and for- 
mer fashion model Tyra Banks. 

Tn line with its tradition of keeping Metro 
Manilans abreast with international lifestyle 
trends—and trendsetters—Ayala Malls flew in 
Barker for a meet-and-greet at its retail and 
lifestyle developments, just like it did with the 
fab five of the "Queer Eye for the Straight Guy" 
show and gorgeous chef Rocco DiSpirito. 

Courtesy of Ayala Malls, Barker talked pho- 
tography with the country’s leading fashion 
and advertising photographers Jun de Leon 
and Wig Tysmans, as well as Імолявя photo 
chief Ernie Sarmiento and contributing pho- 
tographer Chito Vecina, over breakfast at the 
Makati Shangri-La's Red private room. 


Wig Tysmans: Have you had a chance to 
take photos here? 

Yes, we've been taking pictures almost every 
day actually... I've been shooting for the Ayala. 
Маш. Ive shot sort of beauty shots of Green- 
belt, Glorietta and then today Tm doing Ala- 
bang. I also did a shoot for Philippine Tatler. 
We did 12 different celebrity ladies, which was 
interesting. 

Celebrities are celebrities... what makes 
celebrities famous is I guess their personality 
and how the public perceives them. These peo- 
ple are definitely celebrities within their own 
rank because you see what happens when they 
walk into the room. 

Chito Vecina: How hard is it to photo- 
graph a celebrity who is not a model? 

Oh, not hard. For me ivs a different genre, 
you know. Fashion photography is something 
that I do sort of commercially all the time and 
obviously you're working with professionals. 
‘They know what theyre doing... Ive been 
working with Gisele [Bundchen] and Tyra 
[Banks]. These girls, they can take three 
frames and it's beyond nailed. (Laughter) I 
mean, they've got it. You take 20 frames and 
you've probably got excess. 

With a celebrity, for me, its getting to the 
heart of them... Because, don't forget, most 
celebrities are being photographed all the time 
so what makes the difference between what 
you're doing and those of others?.. 

Jun de Leon: Which do you enjoy more, 
fashion photography or celebrity journal- 
ism? 

1 пу to keep an open mind and, you know, it 
depends on the job, on the people, on the sub- E " d = 
ject matter. 1 3 1 1 Б 

JDL: Did you take the TV job basically as a 3 4 IX gg ab 
marketing tool? 5 

1 took the TV role at the time for a lot of rea- 

khe с FEATURES: 

Э be: Шайгу; t m рх, 5 
то E e Erne = VGA Camera Phone (Still Picture & Video) 
but there’ also elements where try to be open- + MMS capable 
minded about it. You know, I wasn’t as nearly азаны 
successful then as 1 am now. Obviously, you 
know, the show has done wonders for me... * FM Stereo Radio 

Being in America, you know the power of + Integrated Handsfree Speaker 
television is everything. It brands you instant- 
ly You have instant recognition and because of - D 
the show, regardless of the quality of my work, A рер 2 مو مو یامد‎ рта اکا ا ہا‎ 
the American people are gonna think of ше NOKIA тсн 


Promo rans from une 30 to July 30,2007. PerDTENCR Permit No 2858, Series of 2007. 


ITE 


Q text messages. 


PHOTO/CP 


[eH 


Photo session with Nigel Bar 
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when they are sort of asked to name one 
photographer right now. 

WT: How much of the photography of 
thatshow do you do? 

1 shoot, at least every season, one of the. 
actual groups of girls, one of the big photo 
shoots [for an episode] and I often do a lot of 
the promo stuff. I shoot Tyra, We're always 
around so we do that kind of interior stuff 
‘This last couple of seasons, if you haven't 
seen, I actually shoot twice in cach season. 
All of a sudden they've upped and changed 
ft. 

WT: Can you decide who they get to 
shoot? 

Tm lucky. I think I'm probably the only 
photographer who gets to choose what 1 do 
because I'm on the show. I know what's hap- 
pening. 

WT: Before Tyra went into show biz, 
did you have a chance to work with her? 

Yes, Ihad photographed her. 1 bumped in- 
to ‘Tyra probably five or six years prior to 
that, you know, as a model, when she was 
doing her Victoria's Secret stuff and Sports 
Illustrated stuff 

JDL: How long have you been shooting 
professionally? 

Since 1996, so almost 11 years. Butat the 
same time 1 was doing a little bit of model- 
ing. And then in 98, [the modeling] was 
completely over, and 1 opened my own stu- 
dio at that point in New York. 

JDL: You think you have an edge, hav- 
ing been a former professional model, 
over other professional and fashion pho- 
tographers? 

1 don’t think necessarily so because obvi- 
ously there are loads of great top photogra- 
phers who never modeled. But, that being 
said, Annie Leibowitz was a model, Steven 
Klein was a model, Bruce Weber was a mod- 
el. So there's obviously something to be said 
about fashion photography and modeling, 
Seems in America modeling is the rank to all 
professions. (Laughter) 

WT: You know the intimacies of the 
trade. You have an advantage definitely... 

1 feel like 1 have empathy with my subjects 
from knowing what its like to be pho- 
tographed, too. Actually with the new 
celebrity for me from the show, I'm sort of re- 
visiting that experience. I mean, to sit at the 
table to take a picture or to be pho- 
tographed, you know, when you're asked to 
pose... I's a curious concept. You can fight it 
ава photographer but I decided to embrace 
it, you know, to delve into the idea of a self- 
portrait, too, as a photographic kind of 
medium, which is a fun thing to do. 

WT: Does your agent do a lot of work 
for you? 

Not enough. (Laughter) 

WT: But in New York, without an agent, 
itwill be very difficult. 

You know what? Ies that and its also the 
reality that talking about money is never a 
charming subject. 

WT: Exactly. We get emotional about it, 
especially when they start to squeeze. 
(Laughter) 

Exactly. I think its sort of a sensible thing 
todo. And, you know, there are certain peo- 
ple like Al Gore and Albert Watson who both 
use their wives as their agents and keep it in 
all in the family. But its also difficult because 
if you're with an agent that perhaps repre- 
sents five or six, 10 or 12 top photographers, 
then when the work comes in, if you're in an 
ай agency, are you gonna call 20 different 
agencies to find out everyone's books? Or is 
it better to call one that has 12 and give them 
the work and you know that one of those. 
guyscan doit? 

Ernie Sarmiento: What can we Philip- 
pine photographers do to penetrate New 
Yorkor Paris? 

Т don't think there's any magic bullet. Ies 
hard to give someone advice on that level 
because... there's so much to be said about 
luck, being in the right place at the right 
time, When you're in New York, you're 
gonna meet photographers who are bril- 
liant, you know, phenomenal photographers 
who really don’t make any money and don’t 
really get acknowledged for their work 
They've got numerous galleries, they've got 
books out. Still it doesn't necessarily trans- 
late into them being in the fashion maga- 
zines or getting work that actually pays. 

So to be able to penetrate from another 
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country into that country, you have to go 
there, first of all. Once you're there you have. 
to remain. One of the things people 
‘want—they want to see that you can sur- 
vive. Ifyou can survive the winter, you know, 
you must be strong. If you're strong, you 
must be desirable. Ies a classic kind of ani- 
mal instinct and you'll see that people who 
hang out there long enough, who don’t give 
up, end up getting work to some level. But 
whether that means they're good or not, it's 
very iffy. I think you just have to be proud of 
what you do and hope that you'll be recog- 
nized. 

All good photographers, they don't pan- 
der too much to what other people want. 
‘They pander to what they want and hopeful- 
ly they're in touch with society and they're in 
touch with what's going on. That translates 
to being what's in vogue. 

ES: How does it work? Do you submit 
your portfolio, до а bidding? 

My portfolios go out all the time. I've got 
12 portfolios but theyre pretty much con- 
stantly out and they go out from one place to 
another to another to another. My agent has 
them. If someone comes to see me, I don't 
even have anything to show them other than. 
artwork that I can pull out of the drawer. 

WT: New York has, I dunno, maybe 
200,000 photographers. (Laughter) 

Ies very competitive, that’s for sure. 

WT: What is your status now? Are you а 
photographer? 

Always. 

WT: First and foremost? (Laughter) 

First and foremost Tm a father. 

WT: What do you do for personal 
shoots? 

1 take my son. (Laughter) I'm obsessed 
with my family, with life in general. 

WT: Were you taking photos even be- 
fore you were a model? 

Oh, yeah. That's how I started. In high 
school, 1 was the school photographer 1 took 
the pictures of all the high-school events and 
at sporting events I'd be on the sidelines tak- 
ing pictures. I would print them in the dark- 
room and I would put small 4x6s on the wall 
and people would then say "I want that one” 
and Td print it and then sell it. would make 
my pocket money at school by selling black- 
and-white prints of pictures I had taken. 

WT: How about in college? 

Tended up not going to college. 

JDL: Did you assist anyone? 

Inever assisted anybody. 

WT: With all the formal training avail- 
able in photography, you're self-taught all 
the way? 

Yeah, The funny thing is, in New York it’s 
the same thing. Ill say 80 percent of working 
photographers pretty much didn't assist ог, if 
they did, they assisted one person and then. 
they moved on pretty quickly. 

Опе of the things 1 often tell my assis- 
tants, too, is to just be careful with assist- 
ing. Don’t get stuck in the trap of it, you 
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know. You get paid, it's a lifestyle, but you 
have to at some point break out of that and 
do your own thing—unless you don't want 
to. (Laughter) 

WT: Some are really destined to be- 
come a good professional assistant, 
which is very rare. 

Well, my assistant, for example, I just 
made it financially impossible for him to 
leave me. (Laughter) 

WT: We would love to have that same 
privilege. (Laughter) 

JDL: Who аге the photographers you 
admire? 

Oh, the classic obvious ones like Helmut 
Newton, [Richard] Avedon, the usual. And 1 
also like lots of contemporary stuff... 1 live in 
New York City so youre constantly being 
bombarded by art galleries, young kids com- 
ing out of art schools. 1 do a class at FIT (Fash- 
ion Institute of Technology), SBA and Par- 
sons. I meet these young minds every year. 
And some of them hate me because Tm оп 
television. (Laughter) 

WT: Don't you think cameras are really 
quite expensive? I mean digital cameras. 

Digital cameras maybe, but 1 don't think 
the access to digital photography is expen 
sive. Т mean, you can go to Duane Reed 
[drugstore] and buy a camera for 15 bucks, 
а digital camera that is. You can even buy a 
digital video camera that shoots 30 minutes 
of video and have it processed for 30 
bucks. 

тез weird because whats a lot here? 1 no- 
ticed that there's a very big socio-economic 
divide here. You go from mega-wealth to 
mega-poverty in like a stone's throw, which I 
find fascinating... One thing I'm gonna say is 
despite whatever poverty there might be, 
there's a lot of happy faces, a lot of smiles. 1 
mean, the people are a jolly bunch here for 
sure, (Laughter) 

JDL: Yes, we're one of the happiest 
breeds in the world. 

WT: Personally, would you buy digital 
art or would you go for the more classic 
ones? 

tend to go for more classic stuff. mean, 1 
like the sort of more relaxed things in life. I 
like the more gentle things in life. Гт not 
sort of into the modern look of things. Му 
house resembles a sort of Moroccan Soukh. 
Туе got rugs everywhere and color every- 
where. 

WT: As wall hangings, what would you 
have there? 

Thave photographs and paintings. I have. 
everything from 17th century paintings to 
pictures. 

WI: Do you also buy from photogra- 
phers? 

Yes, Ido. 

JDL: Are you more comfortable with 
analog or digital photography? 

1 essentially trained myself but when 1 
started, you know, I struggled shooting with 
Polaroid. Digital didn't exist at the time. 1 


ex 
| The average person 
i is becoming the new 
role model 
for society. You’ve 
got fashion models 
and you've got role 
models and I think 
people find it much 
easier to look up 
to a hardworking 
individual who's 
lived the life and has 
something decent to 
say for himself 
and is respectful and 
brings home the 
bacon for his family 


didn't have any of that luxury... On "Ameri- 
саз Next Top Model,” they imported the 
camera for us and we used them. A guide 
came over from Germany and from Japan 
and we fixed them on the back and we shot 
with them for the very first time. 

WT: There's a surge of young people 
who want to try a bit of analog because 
they kinda missed out on that, 

Yeah. itll probably be around for a while 
but it will become an expensive pastime. 
‘The reality is that probably 95 percent of the 
population—maybe not here but, for exam- 
ple, in the US—has access 10 a camera 
whether it be on a phone or the digital kind 
of camera. 

JDL: What do you think has digital 
[technology] done for photography? 

Ithas created a lot more photographers. It 
has had a lot of effects. The thing is, a lot of 
people fight change. I think that photogra- 
phy is moving into a digital era with the fact 
that everyone's on computers, the fact that 
clients want results like that (snaps finger), 
the fact that scanning is expensive, and also 
the fact that digital costs are coming down 
and its becoming faster and quicker and 
cheaper. 


wy v 


My new back for my camera, gran} 
not cheap, but it produces 150-me| 
files, has an unlimited backfire, 
stops shooting and I can shoot up 
frames a second. Thats "alios 
megabytes of info in a second. Jes i 
ble. Things have changed. 1 mea 
longer, like, it used to be three ye: j 
and you'd be like, oh, I missed tl 
ment, I can't shoot it, you know, (lat 
and itll drive you nuts. 

JDL: But when you use digital уч 
the romance. When I shifted to 4 
that's what I think I lost—the roma: 

Well, see, that’s changing I think 
we did is, everyone in New York was 
ing with Hasselblads H1 and I just hi 
And of course I use the H1, too, like 
one else. But anyway, now I use my М 
and we just fixed the back on and irs <f 
оп my RZ67. So 1 got all my old le 
have the format, Гуе got a big old с 
You know, 1 like the camera, l'm a bi 
like a big camera. It feels good in my 
It just feels like Ive got something. 1f 
Тт back to shooting film. You don't 
the difference because you've gol 
own... The problem with H1 is it fel 
cheap, old, tacky little camera ем 
wasn't cheap. 

JDL: Is there a difference betwe 
RZ67 format and the DSLR? 

T think SLR is much more geared 
reportage and red carpet stuff and 
quick, quick snaps and catching that 
thing. You create your magic perh 
much as capture the magic. You know 
Tthink 

WT: Do you shoot outside with 

We've been doing it here. 

WT: Are you comfortable with Бо) 

Oh, yeah. 1 use a CF card, which] 
film, you see. Your clients don't have| 
You just shoot the card, bam, bam, ba 
then you get your cards out and you 
tant pops it in the computer and they 
digital bit, you know, its like Polar 
the screen. Flick it and I carry on sh 
and I change as îm doing it, you know 
get it down to a fine art, which.we s 
have done because we've been sh 
with it forever, it can be pretty seamk 
a lot of its getting the right profiles d 
mean, the guys in New York now, w 
profiles that we can put on, which 4 
Color balances that mimic Емас 
mimic Fuji 400, mimic the 160 BC 
thing. You just have that thing, you hi 
it changes the look of the film immedi 

JDL: So you lose the freedom, 
Тһе client is there, the director is 
the manager is there. They can see 
happening. Unlike film, as soon ау 
the film, use the Polaroid, I'm on m 
kid. It's happening. 

1 don't really feel like Tm losing ar 
and I know my own rhythm. So you 
‘model and you control. I пу to coni 
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control me and I often tell them that. I'm 
like, “Don’t let me guide you, You guide me. I 
want you to have me running around you. 
Let me chase you. Let me find you. Let те 
discover you.” And then they feel empow- 
ered and then hopefully that’s how my mag- 
ic works, but, really, I'm saying that because 
Tim trying to control them with that. 

WT: It's good if you have a little knowl- 
edge of both [analog апа digital] because 
‘even when we went into photography for 
the first time, like you, I'm sure we were 
awed by images that were done in the 
past, especially in the tum of the century 
and how they could have produced stuff 
like that. And this old lady shooting 4х5... 

Sure. I still shoot 4x5s. I just shot a whole 
editorial in New York. We shot 30 pages for 
an art magazine that we did... It was one of 
those great things where I just went out and 
went into the projects in Manhattan and in 
Brooklyn. We shot people in the projects. 

Тһе whole idea was all about [the] under- 
ground. We were looking at what life was 
like underground, with the basketball 
courts, the drugs everywhere, needles on 
the corner, people who are just sick and that 
kind of thing and real poverty in an Ameri- 
can sort of suburb basically. That was very " x ж 
interesting forme; ( \ P FREE Cancer Life Shield 

I shot it all on Polaroid, too. Pointing the $ 
Polaroid, putting it at freezing, jamming, iie “02 cash support of Php30, 000 
getting covered in liquid and, you know, that 
old stuff that уоште used to. I mean, I 9. 
learned shooting transparency like everyone 
else. 1 think if you learn shooting trans- 
parency, digital is more similar to trans- 
parency than anything else. Because you 
can't really afford to under or overexpose 
with digital. IF you get it wrong, you get it 
wrong. It's only about 2/10ths sort: of friend- 
ly on either way. Underexposed is better 
than overexposed. You just have a lack of in- 
formation. Thats very similar to transparen- 
су. If you're shooting negative film, 1 don't 
Know about you but I often overexpose my 
film by a full stop just straight off the bat. 
‘You can’t do that with digital, so you actually 
almost have to be better at your skill. 

JDL: But anything can be done with 
technology. I always believe in the princi- 
ple “garbage in is garbage out” no matter 
What you do. 

‘Well, you say that and I like the romance 
of that idea, you know, but I don't necessari. 
ly think that it pans out truthfully just be- 
cause I know a lot of tough guys who you'll 
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Sunday LIFESTYLE ` SUNDAY, JULY 22, 2007 
Famous acrobats perform Photo session... 


From page C3 


in choreographed comedy Nou goa ring de lab wit got ou ove Because of [America’s 


your little computer, etcetera, sometimes it 7 
cats up a lot of time, You've been shooting, Next Top Model’], 
m you know what you have in the camera, you 
Rice aoa ane mais Коме, ">: Ч 1 know what is there, but you dont want to regard] f th 
forks acrobatic troupe is coming with | М E eet НЕ he stuff al gardless or the 
their skills and machines for “Месһап- n serian alo DINE pid body r " 
fel ste ве вте Mele E fst and very ілесе about moving quality of my work, 
"Mechanical Action” is a theatrical $ 2 ings together and you just tell him, “О! 2 
ыбы ы oy В ; ines ogee араа" the American people 
multi-awarded veterans of Cirque du - 15 irritating but its only irritating inas- , 
Soleil, and accomplished former Soviet. t much as previous to this you'd hand your are gonna think 
Union gymnasts, acrobats and aerial- film to a lab and spend more time on it than 
ists that. I mean, you know, we did a shoot yes- 
it of 18 kind ایا‎ e ro % terday. We did а before-and-after thing. I of me when they 
ment, this choreographed comedy in- ШС shot these three pictures and of course there 
cludes astonishing acts on a moving sie these three Picea and ышк areasked toname 
platform driven by unicycles and т i bunch of shots, and we had to edit them, pro- 
Wacky machines setting stage to gravi- Ч тез them and tweak them and do the wnole One photographer 
удеуі some Tue ener thing in about 45 minutes. We did it! You |, 
and skill of Man and the power of the си £ iw rishtnow 
Machine are stunningly displayed in - couldn't even shoot transparency and get Tight ПИ 
this full show that is presented with your neg back in that time. So, you know, as 
original music and period costumes. far as taking a long time, it can also be quick 
‘The series starts at the Glorietta Ac- i f if you've got the system. I brought my top-of- 
tivity Center on July 27, 28, and 29 М ; the-range Mac laptop with me which, you 
with shows at 11:30 a.m, 3 p.m, and Қ know, is super fast, just of shooting informa- 
6 pam. for all three dates. The show \ Чоп through. Mega fast. You know, it de- 
then moves to the TriNoma Activity pends. Again, we're lucky we got some of the 
Center on Aug. 3-5 with show times at best technology. If you're not using that, it's 
11:30a.m., 3 p.m., and 6 p.m. gonna be difficult. It’s gonna take longer. 


Its the Market! Market! Activity WT: If you're very visible, the access t 
Center's tum on Aug. 10-12, with show you're very visible, less to 


buda pear M You is faster I mean, you're more recog: “Were you guys like that? Did you take a lot 
Тһе show goes to the Alabang Town Я pore "d 24 Р si چ‎ ho, Of Photos of your first child? 
Center Activity Center on Aug. 17-19, - e қ) ide ip чул oj WT: My first kid, yes. (Laughter) 
with show times at 11 am., ب دد ا‎ Aud even E there are no: spe JDL: It becomes a job when you shoot 
3pm, and 6 p.m. 2 schools here, they still call on us, “Oh сап your family. They complain, "Why do you 
à " E you tall?" They know we don't like A 
Finally, the show fies south for you give a er always use your cell phone when you're 
4-26 at the Ayala Cen- teaching the technical stuff. We stay away Shooting us?” 
ter Cebu Activity Center with perfor- 3 from that, А Р WT: Have you been out of town? Manila 
manes at 1 pum, 4 рт, and y is that? You don't want people to know ;; m ^ 
Bessere is not the Philippines. You've got to get out. 


WE. Oh, no, we share information, But 2 Майа. 


1 No, I've only been here since Saturday I've 
what I mean is that students usually ask jad a lovely time... you know, you judge а 


jestions based on end results of the photo. с 
Ех mor э country by its people. And your people аге 
ВРІ = ead 5 They always work that way, even us. We see lovely, P'm sure that the country is beautiful, 


the photo, we like it and then we ask how. roo... Given time, we'd love to come back and 
Me, I'd rather share how I shotit. visit the rest of the islands and 1 know you guys 
T agree with that mentality I've never been = have over 7,000, 
about the tool. 1 mean, when 1 started talking Wr. So you won't have time to go to the 
to you, you know, I pretty much said its really south? 
rarely about who you assisted or what school “°? haven't got time to go to the bathroom. 
you went to, whether you went to Parsons ОГ (1 aughter) Well, it's one of those things when 
‘whether you know actually how to use Pro yoy.” Work is a hard thing to sort of describe. 
photo packs or pro color packs; if you know hat is work? I mean, I have a fun job. I love 
‘what all the names of the different gears апі whar] до, you know. I'm passionate about tak- 
‘what have you. Reality is do you know when t0 ing pictures but there's also the celebrity as- 
actually hit the shutter. And quite frankly once ра Youre getting pulled often in many, 
you hit that shutter can you edit? 22 Балу directions. You don't want to say no to 
WT: Going back to personal work, like, anyone, not your fans. Like last night. After a 


the New York underground and you men- hundred different E 
5 i photographs they go, like, 
tioned your son as your personal work, do «Thats it, No more for you. You can relax.” But 


long out there. He's running around and Tm 
doing this and I'm putting him there and look- 
ing at che light and [thinking] God, how beau- 
tiful he looks. (Laughter) 

It’s one of those things, though. There's an 
obsession and you sort of say no, put down the 
camera, and you fight it and, like, ГЇЇ just bring 
а small one in case something incredible hap- 
pens. (Laughter) 


Experience you see yourself doing more of those types? yoy look atthe queue, at the line of young giris 


Tuy and do whatever 1 can. 1 try to stay stm” who are, like, 12 years old who have come to 


ulated and motivated and what have you and gee you, so [said no, irs fine, Lwant to doit. 
о n try to keep a finger on the pulse, but mostly be- ` WT. js it always like this everywhere? 
cause Ilove it Is nor becuse is atrial for 16 prety much, right now, especially, be- 
8 me, like, I need to do it. I do it because I actual ч S EP I 
, like, Ine cause the show (ANTM) is at a big high at the 
Experience ly really enjoy what do and Ithinkmanyofus moment What you have to do is be careful in 
who аге out here or other photographers who = sort of making sure you have good downtime, 
are creative people actually enjoy our sub- you know, relax in between. We've also been 
jects... Iêsnota myth. Imean, you know, Itake very excited. Its always fun to go to a new 
pictures of people and... I can feel it. The hair plate youve never been to before, new cul- 
on the back of my head stands on ends that’s Ре new people 
why 1 had to cut it all off. Laughter) és е "ду Any tips or advice you can give us? 
cause, you know, there's that element of ex- any new trends in fashion photography? 
itement. You get thrilled when you take that ^ Wow, thats a big one to end with! Ihave to 
picture and you know you've got that moment çay that, personally, what i see as the biggest 
and something about the interaction with mY- trend that’s happening in New York as far as 
self and my subject, whoever that might be, ifl Saverdising photography is going, is there's 
feel I've completed something, I get a kick out two sides. its the digital thing, which we have 
ofit. I don't know how to describe it. Its like peen talking about all day, thats super manip- 
natural high, that's it. ulated, super out there and really know your 
JDL: It's orgasmic. (Laughter) stuff. And the other side is actually still using 
Right, it is. It has an element of that. And digital bur actually being very sort of classic 
hopar ally people tuk te алы мау when about it. And its not just classic but actually 
ps ey shoot wih е уре of guy who would Shooting real people, moving away from mod; 


5 5 Ша els, shooting some real personalities and 
d cards! Every P1,000 purchase earns you көті төлі and lug a camera with Shooting di Кемени кке 


‘The average person is becoming the new 
Yes, several cameras. (Laughter) role model for society. You've got fashion mod- 
WT: Don’t you think you lose some mo- eis and you've got role models and 1 think peo- 

ments there when you should feel the pie find іс much easier to look up to a hard: 

тах bi a Î working individual that's lived the life and 

кы. Ж н alee e he "have something decent to say for himself and 
with him... I uy to sometimes not da it Pury is respectful and brings home the bacon for his 
aie ye dista ылы; ‘child ert family. And if you can get that message across 

d x T ae каа омса асын par 1 the picture, that’s ultimately more powerful 

our and a lario ошу не шетін nit MU. өзені shot увита ever воза 

‘would now give as time for my lire boy. Thats vou know, I think thats the key and that’s 

еден pene iem what you're seeing in advertising in America 

ке. Soltabehüncuandlacualy uero Pb DOM the two науа: the aT па Ше 


realism. They're still always gonna clash and 


T remind myself not to take my camera (laugh- em 
ВРІ wer take you farther E) because otherwise I would go out With [Oy Барды) анау Б деге іі, уо 


him and Га just be taking pictures all morning 
| 1 
3 
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SUNDAY, JULY 22, 2007 


FRANCES with her 
bridesmaids: fashion 
designer Kate 
Torralba and New 
York-bound former 


Cosmopolitan beauty 
THE NEWLYWEDS with their parents Jules and Aurora Amper and Ramon and Digna Sales editor Mariel Chua 


THE GROOM’S nephews and godsons: 
adorable little ring and arrhae bearers Kevin 
Sales and Lorenzo Onrubia 


К! EDITOR FRANCES 
Amper wed recently 
writer and former T3 
editor Vince Sales in an ele- 
gant ceremony at the Arch- 
bishop's Palace in Mandaluy- 
ong City. 
The couple met and fell in love 
eight years ago at the 39th University 
of the Philippines National Writers 
Workshop, where they were both fel- 
lows for English short fiction 
Sales is the youngest son of Co 
mission on Information and Commu- 
nications Technology chair Secretary 5 
Ramon P Sales and the former Digna i wÈ 


Castañeda. Amper is the elder daugh- THE BRIDE'S cousin, actress Iza Calzado, Vince, Frances and Iza’s father Lito 


WITH the flower girls in their magnificent dresses of satin and lace: Rachel Amper, Nicole 


Amper, Yvonne Amper and Elizabeth llagan 


ter of Jules and Aurora (nee Beltran) 
Amper. 

The intimate reception that fol- 
lowed the wedding was heid at Le 
Soufflé at Fernando's at The Rock- 
well Club. Guests included busi 
nessman Dennis Valdes and his wife 
Inquirer columnist Tessa Valdes, ac- 
tress Iza Calzado, Butch Jimenez of 
the Philippine Long Distance and 
Telephone Company, editor Myrza 
Sison, society columnist JR Isaac, 
and award-winning producer Jukka 
Holopainen. 

They dined on seared tuna salad, 
creamy carrot and pumpkin soup, da- 


of parents, date and place of we 


Calzado 


landan sorbet, grilled beef tenderloin 
steak in wild mushroom sauce, grilled 
Chilean sea bass with wild rice veg- 
etable risotto, and iced chocolate 
mint parfait. 

The wedding cake, a creation of 
the groom's friend Gel Colet, was 
made of chocolate sponge with 
chocolate butter cream coated with 
chocolate glaze and sprinkled with 
chocolate shavings and decorated 
with pale pink roses. 

Bridesmaid Kate Torralba designed 
the bridal party's dresses of strawber- 


ry pink and chocolate brown, as well 
as the bride's figure-hugging embroi- 
dered and beaded lace gown. 

During dinner, Torralba also sang 
two songs. The bride's cousin, Tricia 
AmperJimenez, also sang a song. 
Musical accompaniment was provid- 
ed by the brides brother, cellist 
Theodore Amper, and his string quar- 
tet. 

The newlyweds, who now reside in 
their new home in a Mandaluyong 
high-rise, will honeymoon abroad lat- 
er this year. 


Milestones 


We welcome announcements of weddings and engagements. Submit names of engaged couple, names 


Captivating, 
timeless, 
а musical delight... 


WANDERS is a one-of-a-kind musical extravaganza that top bills our best homegrown talents 
in the entertainment scene. It showcases world-class Filipino performers who are out 10 
captivate audiences with soulful renditions of timeless classics and vibrant dance numbers. 
A fusion of cultures, the show also highlights gravity-defying aerial acrobatics 
and stunning displays of skills by flamboyant performers from China and Russia 


Every Wednesday, Friday and Saturday 
at the PAGCOR Grand Theater, Airport Casino 
Parafiaque City, Metro Manila 
Ticket prices: P3000 « P2500 • P2C 
P1500 • P1200 


CIRQUE ASIA INTERNATIONAL For inquires contact telphone n 


redding, and gown designer along with a photo of the couple and a sketch 


of the bridal gown, if any, to the Inquirer, PO. Box 2353 Makati Central Post Office 1263 Makati City. 
E-mail to lifestyle@inquirercom.ph. A photo of the bride and groom is required if the wedding has al- 
ready taken place. Announcements will be printed depending on space availability and at no cost to the 


Emilio Rodriguez, son of Felino and Juliet 
Rodriguez, will wed Christine Asor, daugh- 
ter of Rogelio (deceased) and Tita Asor, on 
July 28, 2 p.m., at the Parish Church of St. 
John the Baptist in Goa, Camarines Sur. The 
bride will wear a creation from the Edd Sy 
Collection of Quezon City. Reception will fol- 
Jow at Villa Peña Resort. 


VALENTON-SALAZAR 

Angelo Valenton, son of José Paquito and 
Helen Valenton, wed recently Ma. Shellita 
Salazar, daughter of Manny and Cecilia 
Salazar, at Christ the King Church, Green- 
meadows Avenue, Quezon City. Officiating 
priest was Most Rev. Bishop Raul Q. Mar- 
tinez, DD. Reception was held at Greenmead- 
ows Clubhouse. 
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CARINO-GABO 

Lorlene Gabo, daughter of Pablo (de- 
ceased) and Thelma Gabo, will tie the 
knot with Jojel Сагійо, son of Liberato 
(deceased) and Dolores Carifio, on July 
26 at the Parish of St. Joseph The Worker. 
Тһе bride's gown was made by Flor Atien- 
za. Reception will follow at The Boracay 
Ballroom of Sarabia Manor Hotel, General 
Luna St., Iloilo City. 


DEBUT 

Edelstein Valdez, only daughter of Danilo 
(deceased) and engineer Raquel Valdez, is 
celebrating her 18th birthday with a butter- 
fy-theme dinner at the Kachina Lounge, 
Sheraton Hotel, on Aug. 11. An Engineering 
student at Adamson University, the debu- 
tante will wear a beaded bustier by Rowena 
Beloso. The floor-length skirt in pink and 
lavender shantung features a detachable 
frosted organza train cinched by a cluster of 
sequined butterflies. 
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DEAR EMILY, 

For more than a year now I 
have suffered immensely from 
a very strong suspicion that my 
husband has been cheating or 
had cheated on me. 

Now that he has admitted 
and apologized for it, I still can- 
not let go of the pain and mis- 
ery I endured. 

‘Thoughts of his illicit affair 
haunt me day and night. 1 do 
not sleep well because of it. 

I need healing badly. I would 
like to know whether we should 
see a marriage counselor or I 
should consult a psychiatrist 
for myself. 

ABOUT TO GO INSANE. 


It is all up to you to decide 
whether to move on with your life 
despite your husband's affair, or 
wallow in continued misery that 
he did you wrong once upon a 
time. 

It is also your choice whether 
to see a marriage counselor ога 
psychiatrist—spend a fortune on- 
ly to be told exactly what 1 am 
telling you now. 

You сап spend hundreds of 
hours talking with an expert with 
a kilometer of letters after his 
name and still feel miserable af- 
terward because your problems 
cannot be deleted as you would 
ina computer. 


Win exciting prizes, SMART loud, 
‘ond great surprises n every pack! 


Millions of Sunsilk packs come gex: 
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Emity’s Post 
Emily Marcelo 


Unable to forget and forgive 


You have to make the choice 
whether or not to bring home 
that heaviness of heart and 
mind. 

‘That is probably the reason we 
do not have eyes in the back of 
our heads. We are meant to live in 
the present and look forward to 
the future once we have passed 
yesterday-—leaving anything and 
everything past and horrible be- 
hind. 

You have to heal yourself from. 
the inside out—not the other way 
around. 

One way to start is by talking 
with friends you like who are fun 
to be with—who make you laugh 


ae 
22 


and truly aerate your mind to ће 
core. 

Refrain from going over and 
over and over your husband’s af- 
fair like a broken record, Even the 
cells in your body may turn 
against you from boredom! 

You have the choice. It is your 
body. It is your mind. 


E-mail the author at emarce- 
lo@inquirercom.ph, Subject: 
Lifestyle, or send your letters to In- 
quire. Log on to www.pbs.gov.ph 
and listen to Ms Marcelo co-host 
the program “Kalikasan Vigi- 
lante," 7:15-8:30 p.m., Monday- 
Friday, on dwBR 104.3 FM. 


Filipino course 
for foreign students 


THE FILIPINO DEPARTMENT 
of the College of Liberal Arts 
of De La Salle University- 
Manila plays host to the Ad- 
vanced Filipino Abroad Pro- 
gram (Ағар), which is ongoing 
until Aug. 4. 

The program aims to pro- 
vide American and other for- 
eign students an opportunity 
to learn the Filipino lan- 
guage. 

With a short-term immer- 
sion scheme held at the Manila 
and Dasmariñas campuses of 
DLSU, participants will receive 
intensive and specialized in- 
struction in Filipino within its 
natural, cultural and social 
contexts. 

Thirteen Fulbright scholars 
join this year's multidisciplinary 
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batch of Afap participants. 

"The program exposes learn- 
ers to native speakers іп struc- 
tured and — non-structured 
learning situations on themes 
like religion, history, literature, 
performing arts, economics, 
globalization, among others. 
Expert lecturers include doc- 
tors Isagani Cruz, Efren Abueg, 
Alice Valerio, Dean Antonio 
Contreras, and artists Egai and 
Susan Fernandez. 

Dr. Dolores Taylan and pro- 
fessor Genaro Gojo Cruz, both 
trained їп foreign language 
teaching, are this year’s Ағар. 
teachers. Dr. Teresita Fortuna- 
to, CLA vice dean, is the in- 
country director with Dr. Myr- 
na Torreliza assisting in the DL- 
SU.D immersion. 
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Prayers result in miraculous healing 


SCRIPTWRITER AND THEATER DIRECTOR 
Carmelo “Jun” Pablo was found last year to 
‚ have a non-Hodgskins lymphoma type of tu- 
1 mor between his left lung and his heart. His 
‘friends told me he had cancer of the lungs, 
1 stage 4. 
1^ But when I saw him recently for this inter- 
view, he happily told me he was cured. After 
1 chemotherapy and radiation, he underwent 
the 2D echo test on June 30. Much to the sur- 
prise of his doctors, he was clear of cancer. 
1^ Unknown to Jun, June 30 was the ordina- 
2 tion date of Blessed James Alberione, founder 
tof the Society of Saint Paul and Daughters of 
St. Paul. Fr. Armand Tangi, SSB gave Jun the 
prayer to Blessed Alberione during his illness. 
_ Fr. Nonoy Botavara, SSB also gave Jun а relic 
2 ofthe priest. 

Looking back Jun attributes his healing to 
5 the prayers of friends, family and people from 
£ abroad, even mere acquaintances. 

2. Jum said, "Word spread like wildfire that I 
T had cancer and prayers were said on my be- 
half. Iwas so overwhelmed by their concern. 
Sven people (I did not know that well) 
` showed up at the hospital and encouraged me 
„хо go on hoping for a cure. I was moved by 
Their show of affection. This gave me the im- 
| petus to go on living." 
1. Jun did not only pray to Blessed Alberione, 
| put also to St. Joseph, Mary Help of Christians, 
Immaculate Heart ‘of Mary, St. Exequiel 
: Moreno and to St. Philomena. I gave him the 
Т estampita of St. Philomena when I visited him. 
* Now, that he is well, Jun is praying for oth- 
+ ers who have cancer, not only for their physi- 
cal healing, but also that they find the finan- 
cial resources to pay for the treatments. 
He told me he was lucky he had savings 
and rich friends who gave him financial assis- 
stance. 

"Those who wish to be prayed for can text 
20905-8165031. Prayers to Blessed James Al- 
Т berione are available at Pauline's Center on 

В. Harrison St., Pasay City and St. Paul Book- 
store on Bagtikan St., Makati. 
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Blessed James 

‘The charism of the young Fr. James Alberi- 
one was to spread the Gospel through the me- 
dia and mass communications, This was 
made clear to him in 1900 while praying be- 
fore the Blessed Sacrament. With a group of 
young seminarians, he began publishing the 
Gazzette d'Alba. 

Rev. Alberione was ordained priest in 1907 
in Alba, Italy. In 1914, the Society of St. Paul 
was born. A year later, he founded a similar 
group for women, the Daughters of St. Paul. 

His ideal, ike that of St. Paul's, was univer- 
sal. All means of modem communications 
were to be used so all people would hear the 
Gospel. This extraordinary mission needed 
new apostles who could dedicate themselves 
entirely to this service. 

At the time of his death in 1971, Fr. Alberi- 
one had founded five religious congregations, 
four lay institutes and the Union of Pauline 
Cooperators that make up the Pauline Family. 


Lipa pilgrimage 

Archbishop Ramon Arguelles will lead on 
Sept. 12 in Lipa the third National Pilgrimage 
for World Peace and Sanctification of the 
Clergy. Fr. Radem Ramos, parish priest of the 
Our Lady of Mediatrix of All Grace, is overall 
chair. 

А procession will be held at 4 a.m. to the Li- 
pa Cathedral through the Carmelite 
Monastery where a Mass will be concelebrat- 
ей. Pilgrims from all over the Philippines, in- 
cluding the Confraternity of Our Lady Media- 
trix of All Grace, are expected 

The Pueblo Amante de Manila Mariological 
Society of the Philippines will be launched at 
2 pm. Visit wwwmarymediatrixofall- 
grace.com for more details. 


Jubilee concert 

“Behold a Great Priest” is the title of the Ju- 
bilee Concert in honor of Archbishop Diosda- 
do Talamayan at 6:30 p.m., Aug. 18, at the 
University of Santo Tomas education audito- 
rium. Honoring him are the Coro de San Jac- 
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into and the St. Paul University Philippines 
Chorale to be directed by Fr. Rannie Aquino, 
musical director. 

Archbishop Talamayan turns 75 on Oct. 19 
and, under the canon law, is expected to ten- 
der his resignation to the Holy Father. For tick- 
ets, e-mail Mina Carag-Hareda at mi- 
nacarag@pacificnet.ph ог call 6345416. 
Tickets will also be available at the gate. 


Healing concert 

“By His Wounds We Are Healed" is a heal- 
ing concert with Fr. Fernando Suarez and. Jeff 
Shanon at 6 p.m., July 28, at the Philsports 
‘Arena (formerly Ultra), Pasig City. 

Also featured are the 29 AD Musicionaries, 
а chamber choir and ensemble of music mis- 
sionaries of Couples for Christ Central A. 

Love offerings and donations for Gawad 
Kalinga Central A, Tatag housing program, Si- 
bol, Sagip and Siga education programs will 
be accepted at the gates that will open at 
4 pm. Call the CFC Social Ministries Program 
at 7270682-87; e-mail prayer petitions at 
lordhealme@yahoo.com. 


St. James the Apostle 

Pilgrims are now walking from all parts of 
Spain to the Cathedral of Santiago de Com- 
postela to mark his feast day on July 25. 

in Bangued, Abra the feast day will also be 
celebrated as the town is dedicated to the saint. 
Bishop Leopoldo Jaucian will lead a concele- 
brated Mass with his priests on July 27 at the 
Cathedral of St. James the Apostle at 11 a.m. 


Pilgrimage 

Adam's Travel is organizing a pilgrimage 
Sept. 15-Oct. 4 to holy places in Europe like 
Lourdes, Fatima, Medjugorje, La Salette, Loy- 
ola, Lisbon, Salamanca. Сай 5211638, 
5211651 or 5211698. 

July 26 is the feast day of St. Anne, mother of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary It is also the birthday of 
Anita Udarbe Lorenzana who will um 94, Ani- 
ta is the daughter of Clemente Udarbe, mayor 
of Magsingal, Ilocos Sur in the early 1900s. 
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la Zobel signing the book. Standi 
Susan Sala, Margot Larrañaga and Vivina Yrastorza 


СЕВО CEBU 
Jaime Picornell 


Gema Pido, 


A book for the amigos 


AMIGOS DE ESPANA EN CEBU 
presented the book “81 Years of 
Premio Zobel” during its regular 
monthly meeting at the Salon 
Madrid of the Casino Español. 
The luncheon gathering was 
made more lively than usual be- 
cause of the occasion's signifi- 
cance. 

Georgina Padilla y Zobel came 
to town with her dear friend 
Marylou Prieto Lovina and pro- 
fessor Lourdes Castillo, the 
book's author. Also on hand were 
Esther Vival and her son Gaspar 
whose publishing house printed 
the book and made it ever so 
readable. 

Guest of honor was Delfin 
Colome, formerly Spain's ambas- 
sador to the Philippines and who 
is now in South Korea. He was a 
frequent visitor in Cebu where he 
has many friends and admirers. 

Tve always said I write better 
than 1 talk so 1 usually decline 
public speaking. But this was an 
exceptional case. It certainly was 
а pleasure to act as master of cer- 
emonies forthe ami- 
gos. 


Birthday 

At the start of the 
program, we asked 
Georgina to extend 
to her husband Luis 
Mac-Crohon, who 
was in Madrid, еу: 
eryones — felicita- 
tions on his feast 
day, June 21. 

Casino Español president José 
Sala and his wife Susan Montene- 
gro Sala, vice president of the 
Amigos de Espafia, welcomed the 
guests. Amigos president Ampari- 
to Lhuillier was in Paris with hus- 
band Michel. 

Georgina was also reluctant to 
speak in public but she should 
have feared not since she did it 
ever so naturally. With great can- 
dor, she spoke about her commit- 
ment to a treasured family legacy. 
Premio Zobel was instituted by 
her grandfather, Don Enrique Zo- 
bel de Ayala, in 1920, 

Since 1985, this family tradi- 
Чоп was carried on by his daugh- 
ter Gloria Zobel de Padilla and 
her husband Ricardo Padilla y 
Satrustegui, who passed on the 
torch to children Alejandro and 
Georgina Padilla y Zobel. They 
have certainly stoked the flames. 

The Premio Zobel awards ex- 
cellent literature in Spanish by 
Filipino authors. The list of 
awardees is a veritable com- 
pendium of whos who in the 
Philippines golden age of letters. 

Some experts say they have not 
been surpassed to date. This book 
has a good sampling of works in 
their original Spanish and En- 
glish translations. 
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‘Colome and this writer 
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Gaspar Vival's 


mentary оп 
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found it all-too- 


minutes to 30. 
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Inspiration 

Professor Brillantes talked 
about what inspired her to write. 
this book, first in Spanish, then in. 
English. The second book took а 


little longer because of the many daughter Marvi. 


PROFESSOR Lourdes Brillantes (seated) 
with, from left: Rosario de Veyra, Diana 
Belaunzaran, Chichi Martinez and Kingsley 
Medalla 


additional materials and photos 


o her as the work 


inted out a number of 
Premio Zobel awardees from Ce- 


Governor Bue- 
iguez (1924) and 


José Maria del Mar (1965), 

True to form, Ambassador 
Colome's speech was witty, infor- 
mative, and laden with counter- 
points giving his listeners a good 
serving of “food for thought" to 
delight in and digest. He had just 
arrived in Manila when he was in- 
vited to the 1997 Premio Zobel 


He gave Georgina the idea to 
publish a book telling the story of 
Premio Zobel from its inception 


She thought it 


would be great. Plans came to 
fruition when 1998 Premio Zobel 
awardee Lourdes Brillantes took 
up the challenge. It was in Span- 
ish and not for sale, but distribut- 
ed toa large number of people. 
So much so there was a clam- 
or to have an English version. 


This 
launched 
Manila im 
November ас 
the Ayala Muse- 
шт, amid com- 
ments that ad- 
ditional materi- 
als were piling 
ш 


was 
in 
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So, when will 
the revised edi- 
ton get under- 
апі Georgina 


smiled broadly. Yes, there will be 
something more in the future. 
Perhaps an anthology of some of 
the award-winning works. 

The program's climax was 


presentation of 


the world premiere of a docu- 


Premio Zobel 
record time for 


the Cebu event, the audience 


short. Gaspar re- 


solved he would expand those 15 


The affair did not end there. 
Staff from Vidal 
House, dressed in Filipiniana, 
manned a table where the book 
was sold. Everyone left with a 


Publishing 


Those who bought three got a 
copy of the documentary as well. 
Professor Brillantes and Georgina 
sat at a long table to autograph 
copies of the book. 

For those who missed the 
event, the book is available at Na- 
tional Book Store's three Cebu 
branches—Ayala, SM and Mango 

Goodwill 
Rosario and Озтела Blvd., Casa 
Gorordo; and the gift shop at the 
Marriott Hotel where Georgina, 
Marylou and Lourdes were billet- 
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‘Within walking distance was 
the Ayala Center Cebu mall 
where they went shopping with 
Teresin Mendezona, who also 
took them to lunch at Café Lagu- 
na along with Rosebud Sala and 


JULIE Gandionco of 
the famous Julie's 
Bakeshop 
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ting his bowling skills against some very spe- А 4 m3 3 1 т + Y 
чүген uid T Кале = 4 |- Annapolis St, Cubao, Quezon City . 8 +632) 912-5852 
In the true spirit of the Special Olympics = (pine e DEI a EE 
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Very impressive winning forms and scores EXE аса С | ler бё “Dining with pleasure at affordable pices 
The chair of Special Olympics Internation- 
al, created by the Joseph P Kennedy Founda- 
tion, and recipient of the 2007 Lions Humani- (632) 911-2161 local 148 - Fax: (632) 91 
тапап Award played a fun game of bowling to 
introduce to the media some athletes who 
will represent the Philippines in the Special Raising healthy 
Olympics Word Summer Games to be held kids while your 
Oct. 2-11 in Shanghai, China. n 
Shriver’ visit almost went unnoticed de. POS 19 Е = zb 2 п la 
ааа Sangean Эа mo па ба ата | te 
late President John R Kennedy and Sen. omy task Whatmorei ЇЙ Е СА за ca ©) өзе 
Robert Е Kennedy. His sister Maria, former Уо? There are bills 
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broadcaster, is now First Lady of California as to pay, work to attend 
wife of Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger. 10, and а home io 
maintain. The goo. 
Pushing the agenda news is, not all things 
But the important thing for Shriver, aside [nie өле Бага 10 60, 
from having those fun moments at the bowl- Children healthy 
ing lanes, wes having managed to do what he ` Your children’s future 
set out to do—meet and talk to people who із important. That's 
could help push the agenda of the Special why you need to take 
Olympics in the Philippines. е овес inm 
He said he had “a good meeting with the bright and strong. This 
President (Macapagal-Arroyo) and business сап only be achieved 
clubs.” With a healthy diet 
Shriver noted that “there was no corporate Eating food with Zine 
support for [Special Olympics in the Philip- and Iron isa good way 
pines, hence] there was a need to get the mes- ei an important 
sage out [that the initiative needed every- nutrient in keeping the 
‘one’s support].” skin smooth and 
In particular, Shriver was drum-beating for healthy. It speeds up 
the next Special Olympics summer games. the healing of wounds 
Like the regular Olympic athletic competi $9 they don't develop 
tion, the Special Olympics games are also di- perfect for kids because 
vided into summer and winter games and they enjoy running and 
held in alternating sequence every four years. playing outdoors 
Shriver said the Special Olympics was a Zinc also keeps the 
movement for everyone. Itsought to promote body healthy inside 
the acceptance of and joy in people with oUt, It helps in the 
learning disabilities. ood cells which fight 
Just like regular Olympic contests, the Spe- all forms of infection in 
cial Olympics is also a year-round sports the body, making it 
training and competition program in a variety stronger 
of Olympic-type sports for children and adults !ron оп ths other 
with intellectual disabilities. ролдон nutrients cuc 
The program provides opportunities to, in Бобу needs, especially 
the words of Special Olympics Ireland, “de- the young ones. This is 
velop physical fitness, demonstrate courage, зо because it carries 
experience joy, and participate in a sharing of oxygen to help in 
gifts, skills and friendship with their families, energy Production. so 
other Special Olympics athletes and ће com- “What's more, Iron 
munity” sharpens the mind as it 
helps distribute oxygen 
Largest program throughout the body. 
Founded in 1968 іп the US by Eunice Lack of Ітоп (which 
Kennedy Shriver, now honorary chair, the or- -mets diie eygen ii 
ganization has the largest program of sports in а slower thinking 
training and athletic competition in the world process. 
for children and adults with intellectual dis- — With the range of 
ability benefits you can get 
It has affiliates іп over 160 countries and from, Zinc and Iron, 
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10 ways to fight 
global warming 


By Queena N. Lee-Chua 


ЕТЕК TEACHING JUST 
опе class, I change into a 
new shirt. At 10.a.m., Tam 

already soaked in sweat. Despite 
four wall fans, the room is sti- 
fling. I pass my colleague in the 
hall. His hair is also damp. "Its so 
hot!” is our standard greeting. 

Global warming has graver 
consequences than teachers 
sweat or students’ fatigue. Stu- 
dents fan themselves during ex- 
ams; I wonder if they can focus. 
But shouldn't all of us just learn 
to live with the heat? 

This is precisely what former 
United States vice president Al 
Gore does not want us to do. 
Place a frog in a pot of water, 
and slowly heat the pot. The 
frog gradually adjusts, so it does 
not jump out—until ігі boiled. 

We are the frog, Gore says, 
and we need to deal with global 
warming (a worldwide threat 
greater than terrorism) before it 
is too late. 


Vanishing glaciers 

їп the movie “Ап Inconve- 
nient Truth,” Gore presents pho- 
tos and graphs to spur us to act. 
We dread the pestilence borne 
by insects breeding in the heat. 
We weep over the devastation of 
Hurricane Katrina, the floods in 
Mumbai, the drought in Chad. 

‘The movie deserves its Acade- 
my Award. Now in a companion 
book of the same name, Gore 
makes his case in more detail. 
We read about how as early as 
the 1960s, professor Roger Rev- 
elle stunned Gore the college 
student with his carbon dioxide 
measurements. We learn how 
Gore went around the world to 
document evidence of climate 
change. We discover how the 
current US administration 
downplays this issue, because 
the truth is inconvenient for 
many of its coal and oil industry 
backers. pum 

But the book is not about poli- 
Чез. This is science at its best, 
with stunning photos and stark 
facts my 9-year-old son can un- 
derstand. The book is about 
morals. Gore relates how his 
son's near-death years ago 
forced him to reassess his role 
on this planet. 

Tlook at my son now, puzzling 
over a fishing ship stuck in the 
sands of the former Aral Sea. 
“Mom, this looks as if the Silver 
Surfer in the ‘Fantastic Four 
movie changed water into dust. 
How can a sea just disappear?” 

Disappearing seas are just 
one consequence of global 
warming. Our Marine Science 
Institute has reported а half-a- 
degree rise in temperature in 
our seas, which is damaging our 
coral reefs and may destroy the 
livelihood of our fishermen. 

Ido not want my son to live in 
a world riddled with disease. 1 
do not want him to become а 
refugee because his home disap- 
pears under the sea. I do not 
want him to grow with increas- 
ing famines, droughts, ty- 
phoons. 1 do not want him to 
wake up one day to find out that 
his beloved Emperor penguins 
are gone. 

A moral issue? You bet. 


What we can do 

Education is the first step. 
Global warming is not hard to 
understand. 

"The sun's energy enters the 
atmosphere [as] light and heats 
up the earth," Gore explains. 
"Some of that energy warms the 
earth and then [goes] back into 
space." Normally, some energy 
is trapped by our atmosphere, 
which is not a bad thing, since it 
keeps temperatures comfort- 
able. Our Goldilocks planet is 
neither too hot like Venus nor 
too cold like Mars. 

"But our atmosphere is being 
thickened by huge quantities of 
human-caused carbon dioxide 
and other greenhouse gases," 
Gore continues. "As it thickens, 
ittrapsa lot of the radiation that 
would otherwise escape and 
continue out to the universe. As 
a result, the earth is getting dan- 
gerously warmer. That's what 
the climate crisis is all about.” 

So what can we do? Let us 
turn to my son's favorite part of 
the book, where Gore gives 
practical ways for all of us to 
fight global warming. Here is 
our top 10 list: 


It’s a moral issue 
that we need to 
deal with before 


it’s too late 

Choose energy-efficient 
1 lighting. The old incan- 
descent light bulbs in our 
homes are inefficient; only 10 
percent of their energy gener- 
ates light (the rest is lost as 
heat). Replace them with effi- 
cient compact fluorescent lights 
that may cost more at first, but 
which last 10 times longer and 
use 66 percent less energy. 


Maintain appliances 
2 properly. Do not place the 
fridge next to the oven; 
the fridge works harder to keep 
cold. Clean air-con filters. Wash 
dishes by hand (not dishwash- 
er) and use the clothesline (not 
the dryer). Unplug appliances 
when not in use. Twenty-five 
percent of the energy our TVs 
use is consumed when they are 
plugged but not turned on. 

Conserve water. Take 

3 showers instead of baths. 

Install low-flow shower- 
heads. Use the more efficient 
front-load rather than top-load 
washing machines. Better still, 
wash clothes by hand, in cold 
water rather than hot. 

Use computers wisely. 
Computers are usually 
left on when not in use, 

but keep them in low-power 
mode. Laptops and inkjets are 
more expensive than desktops 
and lasers, but they are 90 per- 
cent more energy-efficient. 
Choose mult-function devices 
that print, fax, copy and scan, 
since they use less energy than 
individual machines. 


Reduce driving miles. 
5 Walk, bike, carpool or 

take public transport. 
Avoid. commuting in rush hour 
to lessen traffic time and fuel 
burned. Keep cars in good con- 


dition. Plan and combine differ- 
ent errands into one trip. 


Reduce air travel. With to- 
days ^ communications 
technology, 1 often wonder 
why business people need to trav- 
el so frequently when they сап 
telecommute or conference-call 
instead. Take the bus, tain, boat 
or even car instead of the plane. 
Buy less. Energy is con- 
7 sumed in making and 
transporting everything 
we buy. Borrow, rent, recycle or 
use ап item secondhand. 
Choose durable items over dis- 
posable ones. Repair rather than 
discard. Filter tap water instead 
of buying imported bottled wa- 
ter, since it has to be transported 
from long distances, 

Bag groceries in а 
reusable bag. Gore says, 
“americans use more than 

12 million barrels of oil each 
year just to produce plastic gro- 
cery bags that end up in landfills 
after only one use and then take 
centuries to decompose. Paper 
bags require cutting down 15 
million trees annually.” 

Bring a reusable bag when shop- 
ping. I applaud Rustan's Fresh Su- 
permarket for encouraging this. 

Compost. Organic waste 

such as kitchen scraps 

and raked leaves usually 
End up in landfills. Without oxy- 
gen to make them decay, they 
ferment and give off methane, 
23 times worse than carbon 
dioxide іп global warming 
terms. Compost organic waste 
in gardens—this even makes the 
soil richer and gives шз а good 


‘workout, too. 
1 O Aside from health 
risks, a diet rich in 
meat requires more energy to 
produce and transport. Most of 
our forests have been cleared to 
create grazing land for live- 
stock, at the expense of our 
trees, Eat fruits, vegetables and 
grains instead, which аге 
healthier for из, and which re- 
quire 95 percent less energy 
than meat to produce. 

“The earth is our only hom: 
Gore says. "And that is what is at 
stake. Our ability to live on this 
planet—to have a future as a 
civilization." 


Eat less red meat. 


“An Inconvenient Truth” (Ro- 
dale, 2006) is available in select- 
ed National Bookstore branches. 
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We need 
to start now 
and do what 
we can to 
ensure that 
the world 
will be safe 
enough for 
our children 
to live in 


"We do not inherit the earth from our an- 
cestors. We borrow it from our children.” 
—American Indian wisdom 


SPENT MY ELEMENTARY AND HIGH- 
| school years in one of the most beautiful 

and serene campuses in Metro Manila. 
We had lots of green areas to roam around, 
and when we looked out of our classroom 
windows we saw green open fields calling 
outto us. 

In our younger years, we would sit on ce- 
ment benches and shoot the breeze under 
large kalachuchi trees. Today, Miriam College 
remains one of the most beautiful and green 
campuses in the city, and one of the leaders in 
environmental science education. 

Today, my children go to very good schools. 
that are unfortunately situated right smack in 
thé middle of a concrete jungle. There is 
hardly room for them to roam around and ap- 
preciate the beauty of a verdant green cam- 
pus. In spite of this, they are children who 
love and respect the environment that they 
live in. 

At Раз school, a few months back, they 
were made to sit through Al Gore's landmark 
film “An Inconvenient Truth.” That day when 
she retumed home from school, she made it 
her personal mission to educate everyone at 
home, including us, her parents, on the bene- 
fits of going green. To this day, she takes every 
‘opportunity to talk about the movie with any- 
‘one who cares to listen. 

Curious about the film, my husband and 1 
sat down one afternoon and watched it at 
home. We were riveted for close to two hours. 
If you are curious and concerned enough to 
know what life would be like for your chil 
dren a decade or 20 years down, 1 strongly 
urge you to watch this film. 

is clearly sitting on a time bomb 
and the movie will explain to you how and 
why this is so. More importantly, it will open 
your eyes and hopefully motivate you to 
make the necessary changes that will help 
stem the tide of global warming. 

Contrary to what his critics may say, Lam in. 
awe of the work that Al Gore has done and 
continues to do to stop the planet from killing 
itself. Like Gore says, the power to change the 
planet for our children's future lies in our 
hands and we need to take action now. 

1 think all schools worth their salt should 
screen this film for both their students and 


S 


‘SARAH Ungson shows a special Olympian’s winning form in a bowling. 


lane. 


How to be a ‘green’ 


their parents. Perhaps schools can find a way 
to give incentives for parents to watch the 
film together with their children. Although, 
as the film states, the United States is the 
largest contributor to global warming, it is 
clearly an international concern and we must. 
do our part as parents and citizens of this 
planet to help stem the crisis. 

"To start, here are 10 things that you can do 
asa parent to help stop global warming. Most. 
tips were culled from www.climatecrisis.net: 

1. Change a light. Replacing one regular 
light bulb with a compact fluorescent light 
bulb will save 150 pounds of carbon dioxide a. 


year. 

2. Drive less. Walk, bike, carpool or take 
mass transit more often. You'll save 1 Ib of 
carbon dioxide for every mile you don't drive. 
And if you must drive, patronize the hybrid 
саг once it becomes available in the Philip- 
pines. Toyota is leading the pack by creating 
both the Lexus and Prius 2007 hybrids, which 
are very fuel-efficient and have a high zero- 
emission rating. 

3. Recycle more. Save 2,400 Ib of carbon 
dioxide by recycling just half of your house- 
hold waste. 

4. Check your tires. Keeping your tres 
properly inflated improves gas mileage by 
more than three percent. Every gallon of 
gasoline saved keeps 20 Ib of carbon dioxide 
out of the atmosphere! 

5. Use less hot water It takes lots of energy 
to heat water. Use less hot water by installing 
a low-flow shower head (350 Ib of CO; saved 
per year) and washing your clothes in cold 
water (500 Ib CO; saved per year). 

6. Avoid products with lots of packaging. 
You can save 1,200 Ib of carbon dioxide if you 
cut down your garbage by 10 percent. Nowa- 
days, when I shop I bring with me my "Tm Not 
Plastic" shopping bag, which I can use over 
and over again. Aside from making a state- 
ment by refusing plastic bags from most 
stores, 1 already help the environment in my 
own way. 

Та the United Kingdom and only last week 
in the US, the Anya Hindmarch "Not Plastic" 
bags have become all the rage with people 
lining up for them weeks ahead. 

Locally, the "Tm Not Plastic" bags are a cre- 
ation of hip and young entrepreneurs Jessica 
Duque Cabuay and Charisse Escueta. Their 
company, Edgy Ecology, Inc., believes in tak- 
ing baby steps to help save the world, and the 


E 
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parent 


practical and stylish “Tm Not Plastic" bags are 
their first foray into producing ecologically 
correct products. Call 0921-9837568 or 
0917-8517977. 

The bags will also be available at Archeolo- 
gy and Irene's Closet at the Power Plant be- 
ginning next week. Remember, plastics, like 
diamonds, are forever. Not all of them biode- 
grade. 

7. Purchase products made by compa- 
nies that respect and honor the environ- 
ment. For many years now, our family has 
been using products made by SC Johnson. It 
was heartwarming to know that the company 
which recently marked its 50th year here in 
the Philippines has recently set up a perpetual 
professorial chair on environmental leadership 
in partnership with the Ateneo de Manila. 

‘The company's objective is to promote en- 
vironmental research and development in the 
Philippines by supporting and rewarding indi- 
viduals (and groups) who show leadership in 
the various areas of environmental manage- 
ment, education and advocacy. Now you 
know that when you wax your floors with 
their product, you are contributing to a com- 
pany that helps save the country in its own 
way. 

8. Plant a tree. A single tree will absorb 
опе ton of carbon dioxide over its lifetime. 
Congratulations to ABS-CBN foundation for 
its La Mesa Eco-park project and the tree- 
planting activities it continually hosts. 

9. Turn off electronic devices. Simply 
turning off your DVD player, TV, stereo and 
computer when not in use will save you thou- 
sands of pounds (not to mention pesos!) of 
carbon dioxide per year. 

10. Watch “An Inconvenient Truth” and 
learn from it. I guarantee that it will change 
the way you view the world (and Al Gore) 
and make you a more responsible parent and 
citizen of the earth. 

Tve got a long way to go before I can call 
myself a “green mommy,” but | need to start 
now and do what I can in my own little way to 
ensure that the world will be safe enough for 
my children to live in. 

‘Good parenting is all about role modeling 
amd being proactive in ensuring that the 
‘world our children live in will be а much bet- 
ter place when we leave it. 
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learning disabilities. 

Опе of those affiliates is the Special 
Olympics Philippines (SOP) managed by a 
board composed of civic leaders, business- 
теп, professionals and parents of individuals 
with intellectual disability. 

It is run 99 percent by volunteers “who be- 
lieve that persons with intellectual disability 
have important contributions to make to soci- 
ety" Volunteers include physical educators, 
athletes, coaches, sports officials, special edu- 
cation teachers and everyone else who want 
to help special children. 

БОР accepts individuals from four years of 
age with an IQ of 75 percent or lower, provid- 
ing them sports and fitness training at every 
level. Every athlete gets to join athletic com- 
petitions through local, regional, national 
and international Special Olympics games. 


RP team 

For the 2007 Special Olympics Summer 
Games, SOP is sending 52 athletes to partici- 
pate in 10 of 23 sports: aquatics, athletics, 
badminton, basketball, bocce, bowling, five- 


a-side football, artistic gymnastics, power lift- 
ing and table tennis. 

‘Alex Babst, national executive director, 
said eight athletes will represent the Cebu 
Chapter. Two table tennis team members and 
four aquatic team members will come from 
Пойо. 

Northern Luzon will have two rhythmic 
gymnasts while the National Capital Region 
(NCR) North will send four power lifters, four 
badminton players and 10 basketball play- 
ers). 

NCR South will send four bocce players, 
four bowlers and 10 football players. They 
will be joining 169 teams from around the 
world. 

The Shanghai Games is the first to be held 
in Asia and outside the US. 

‘Though SOP is affiliated with the interna- 
tional body, Shriver said funding for partici 
pation in the Games would have to be shoul- 
dered by individual countries. 

E-mail special_olympicsph@yahoo.com or 
call Babst at 9266946 or Cristy Gacuma at 
8993678. 
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| MIND YOUR BUSINESS 
You can focus on business and forget about the 

| arrangements if you hold your meetings at the 
Marco Polo Plaza in Cebu City. With Pocket 

Meetings you get a special rate, even as others take 
care of details like pens and paper and snacks. The 
hilltop hotel also offers incentives for overnight 
conventions and conferences with Из Meet & Save 
promo. With just a minimum of 30 guests you сап 
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VISITORS aboard a banana boat in the secluded Pula Beach 


BORACAY REMAINS THE TOP FAVORITE 
among the country's numerous tourist desti- 
nations. 

‘The more than half a million tourists who 
visited Boracay in 2006 is expected to in- 
crease by 10 percent at the end of 2007. Bora- 
сау has the reputation as one big party place. 
that never sleeps. Not bad for what used to be. 
a sleepy fishing village off Panay Island. 

But one does not have to be a party animal. 
to enjoy Boracay. Visitors can rise with the sun 


and walk barefoot or jog om the beach. They 
can watch "sculptors" create giant sand cas- 


|. WITH the opening of Alta Vista. 
|. de Boracay, you can take your 


me in Boracay 


Чез or have fun haggling with vendors selling 
strands of pearls or religious images made of 
driftwood. 

‘They can have a massage on one of the 
lounging cots, under a tall palm tree or a wide 
beach umbrella. 

‘Alternatively, they can hire a boat, drop an- 
chor at Crocodile Island and go snorkeling, 
explore Crystal cove and its caves. The adven- 
turous can try parasailing, wind surfing or 
kiteboarding at Bulabog Beach. 

In the more secluded Рика Beach, named 
after the shells that abound there, they can 
ride a banana boat or a paraw. They can also 
watch the spectacular sunset from the White 
Beach. 

‘The shopaholics can visit the D’ Talipapa, 
D'Mall, or the new Plazoleta near boat 
station 2. Restaurants offer a wide selection of 
international cuisine including Italian, Span- 
ish, French, German, Indian, Japanese, Chi- 
nese, as well as Filipino, 

With tourist arrivals expected to continue 
to grow, more restaurants and hotels are be- 
ing built. Among the latest to open is Alta 
Vista de Boracay, a cluster of 18 elegant three- 
story buildings on four hectares of prime 
land. 

It is set near a world-class golf resort, Fair- 
ways and Blue Waters, as well as the Shangri- 
La. Buyers can get a residential unit or a Con- 
dotel unit. 

Under the leaseback program, Condotel 
unit owners can stay in their units for 15 days 
each year for free. They are assured of a home 
any time of the year when they are in Boracay, 
even during peak tourist season. 

Alta Vista de Boracay is DMCI Homes’ first 
venture into the leisure-residential segment 
(tel. 8883333 or www.dmcihomes.com). 
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experience Cebu's hospitality. The offers are. 
available only for a limited time. Call 8454574 
and 032-2531 111. 
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Seair - Regency Experience 


A new dimension of service and luxury. 
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Get Rid of З Fast! 
Th tls Orange flavored drink to 1056 weight 
...now in the Philippines 
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"With odii lost 2 inches 
around my waist in just 6 weeks" 


for 6 weeks and you 
can see the difference. 


© No more sugar & carbo cravings 


© Reduces fat production 
^ Speed-up body metabolism 
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Email |.D.: hydrotrim.php@megawecare.com 
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> TRAVEL BRIEFS 


Win a HK Disney trip 

DHL has launched the "Family, Fun and 
Freebies" promo. Customers making a 
single cash or credit card outbound 
shipment worth at least US$12 or P645 
can win a Hong Kong Disneyland Family 
Adventure for four or various instant 
prizes including DHL premium items. 


With each qualified shipment a customer 


gets one point and one electronic raffle 
entry. Points earned with each transac- 
tion may be exchanged for an instant. 
prize or accumulated for a higher-value 
prize, The "Family, Fun and Freebies” 
promo runs until Dec. 31. Travel ar- 
rangements for the Hong Kong Disney- 
Тапа Family Adventure will be coursed 


ing back its exclusive, special Dream 
Honeymoon Package. The offer is avall- 
able to the first 20 couples, who confirm 
between July and August their wedding 
booking in the hotel's Ballroom. The 
package includes return airfare and two 
nights’ accommodation in selected Hyatt 
Partner Hotels. The hotel will also up- 
‘grade the couple's complimentary room 
to the Presidential Suite, including 24- 
hour butler service and full Regency 
Club benefits. Call 2451234 local 7524. 


Holiday in Hawaii 
for US$725 


Enjoy the sun, sand and sea of Hawaii 
this summer for only USS725 roundtrip. 
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Special business packages 
Give your meetings and conferences a 
touch of elegance at the Lighthouse 

Marina Resort in Subic. The resort of- 


DAILY FLIGHT TO FRANKFURT 


through DHL Philippines. Winners will fers attractive business packages this 


Beginning July 21, Korea's Asiana Airlines (02) 
International Airport to Fr 
from four times to seven 


begin adaily 


esa week. А brand new Boeing B777-200ER wi 


will service the Incheon-Franldurt route. Asiana also flies the Incheon-London route. By 
March 2008, Asiana will be the second airline in 34 years to fly the Incheon-Paris route. The 
airline is scheduled to fly to Paris three times a week. Asiana Airlines flies out of Manila, Clark 


‘and Cebu to Seoul and Pusan and on to other international destinations. 


it service from Incheon 
idurt, Germany. Asiana is increasing flights to the German city 


phone call. 


over 300 seats 


Dream Honeymoon 
package 


бе notified through registered mall and 


This special Economy Class fare is only 
valid for travel between Manila and Hon- 
ош before Aug. 31. Book your tickets 
online now by Aug. 15 to enjoy this spe- 
cial offer. Fare does not include fuel sur- 
charges, Passenger Facility Charges and 
any applicable taxes. Terms and condi- 


season. Every little detall is taken care 
of, from writing pads and pencils, 
white board and flip charts, free-flow- 
ing coffee and tea, to a scrumptious 
banquet. Call 047-2525000 or the 
manila sales office at 8923534 or 


Hyatt Hotel and Casino Manila is bring- — tions apply. 


8827675. 


Environmentalists 
give the green 
thumbs up to 

GreenBag 


For arturating shepners ahon their mvironmen- 
‘al responsi, the GremBag-2 pioneering тич 
лом ul SH Supurmarkals aud Unilever Рі 
incen aun he nien humus igi Ly some. 
Sf ihe county's most adire enwonmerial agencies 
and groups. The reusable GreenBag encourages 
shoppers to recycle grocery bags to minimize the 
olution and heath niis posed by the counir/s. 
Torti, 

Emy Адита, depuly execute drerlo ol ths 
National Sold astu. Manugvznenl Cormssr 
ҮНЗУЛАС) cormandud ths ло сорап for a 
ating the proc and for ен other sold waste man- 
‘agement efforts аз wel. The NSWIC 13 he special 
govemmeri-anpointed agency spearheading the 
implementation of Reoubic Act $003, orte Ecolog- 
ical Soil Waste Management Acl оГ 2100, 

"These нил опора hare puvun iemsehves 
as {nie and сотні) suppurersuf ll DENR зен- 
човап! programs on clean water, clean at and 
Sol waste management, andare at e forefront of 
vanous community activites оп emvtoremerial mane 
agemen” sad оилоо, “Аз our parete. you 
так аи joh a tha gnveromentalal easier. and we 
shank yon fora 

15 ierat that the Phippnus produces 
wey 20.000 lans of waste ovary dy unk 40 ри- 

Jan at les are recycled or reused. According to 
projections. ts пит сазе to nearly 
50.000 tore per day у 2010. RA 8003 addresses 
Fis by lacing businesses о spearhead ard invest 
 enmpretansin. sabd wasia management prn- 
grams Pursuari in Ihis. the Greerdian mojeri ume 
fo reduce pastu: buo usu m з slurs Dy up lo 
paruni athe fest pear and S0 percent by year 
ee. 
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“SM Supermarket and Unilever Philippines empower shoppers with 
the responsible use and reuse of grocery bags. 


ESS 


Concerned And Responsible Eco-Shoppers 
calls on consumers to use the 


The first of its kind in the Philippine retail industry, 
creating a new breed of consumers by starting 
a “green” trend in supermarket shopping. 


* Each бгеепВав is equivalent to the size of two (2) > 
regular SM Supermarket Shopping bags. P 24 ) 
* Each GreenBag can last for approximately two (2) Fe DENR тату and UNEP “Champion df 
years, or more than 100 grocery trips. the Earth анал Elsa Gozun encourages 
to use the Green: 
* Made of material that is recyclable, non-toxic, Gesta ааа 
and allergy-free. 


Mechanics: 

1. Buy a minimum of P500 Yellow Tag items with at 
least one (1) Unilever product to avail of one (1) 
free GreenBag. 

2. Claim your GreenBag at the SM Supermarket 
Redemption Booth. 

3. Get two (2) reward points on your SM Advantage 
Card whenever you use it. 


Emy Aguinaldo, deputy executive director ofthe 
National Solid Waste Management Commission, 
commands SM Supermarkets and Unilever 
Philopines, 


* Maximum of three (3) GreenBags can be used per 
transaction. 

* Promo runs until September 1, 2007 

* See posters for more details. 


GREEN CHEERS ALL AROUNO 

ILR) Unilever Benjie Yap, Unilever VP for 
Customer Development Pong Ejerato, Gibert 
Simpao, SH Supermarket President Herbert Sy. 
SSM's Joey Mendoza Unilever Philippine's CEO 
Sanjv Mehta and Unilever VP for Corporate 
Development Chilo Macapagal 


Redeem and Reuse the GreenBag 
now and turn shopping into a 
more eco-friendly experience! 


“This project ally malnsreaming and insti 
voa RA 9003" noled Муи demure, ешил 
лче üreclor of Ihe ацр-Рамо Morumeut “Truse 
nds of nitanyes from big industnes are very much 
"welcome. Ris really starting a wend and I hope other 
companies follow sul” 

Former DENR secretary Ejsea Gozun also en- 
courages nenpln tn suppor Ira pingram "Нон гаг. 
е mance the garage wa generate? The Green- 
Bag is шашу опе concreta sup. shu sanl, Тыв. 
really taking the tative one gant step forward. 

The response to the GreerBag has been over. 
sshelirg, as SM and Unilever had to reorder teris ot 
Thousands more when supolies already tan out i 
Tra (rst hen кесік Wilh neat repisnaher sincha 
th Groengag i curent heing given away for Ime 
то af SM Supermarket stoppers wih а mminum. 
wondiase of Yelow Таң lors uurin PS0 and nlu- 
Sme of atleast one Univer product. Consumers are 
also given the added incentive of exia SM Advan. 
tage Card рот per visi us for using the Green. 
Bag inetésd of the usual store prowded grocery 
bags 


A joint project of: 


Turning retail into 
an environmental 
experience 


Adding vitality to 
the environment 
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Batangas, makes the elements part of the family 
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00 f A family weekend sanctuary in San Juan, 
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|' OLD posts taken from torn-down houses support an outdoor: in 


Text by Alex Y, Vergara 
Photos by Chito Vecina 
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HE SKY IS OVERCAST IN METRO MANILA, 2 Біз 
| but there аге no palpable signs of rain as we کک‎ 
drive to the Mendoza family’s weekend sanctu- 
ary in San Juan, Batangas. And Myrna Macaraig-Men- - 


doza wishes it stays that way. 


Normally, a sudden downpour by elevated walkways, the entire 
istheJeast of the architects con- house has also become virtually 
cern. Not on this day, however, exposed to sudden changes in the 
when a photographer is only an weather. 
hour or so away from shooting "Арап from water and dead 
her dream home, which she leaves that find their way indoors 
shares with husband Mandy, also after a storm, you should be pre- 
an architect, and their two pared for the birds and the bees 
grownup daughters. that literally enter the house оп 

“The rain and the messit might sunny days,” Mendoza says with 
make may not look good in pho- a chuckle. 
tos,” she says, not bothering to То date, the place has with- 
fully explain the cause ofhercon- stood several storms, including 
cern. "Our house is quite open.” Supertyphoon “Milenyo.” Thanks 

Upon reaching the place, we to their ample supply of Philip- 
get a complete picture of what pine hardwood, which now 
Mendoza acwaly means. She makes up the houses doors, | AUGUST 11 and 12, 2007, GLORIETTA ACTIVITY CENTER 
pe ri М ант ы per The contest is open to all residents of Mega Manila area. Contestants must send original recipes 
open-air ponds—no sky light for even grills, the Mendozas have | USING Century Tuna variants in the easiest, and most creative, unique and imaginative way, together 
a шой ind your shes are ex- кч able to — a of | with other ingredients such as fresh produce, flavors and spices. 
posed to the elements. living a semi-outdoor life. 2 

although the rest of the three- “Ordinary wood would never AMATEUR FOOD ENTHUSIAST FOR MINIEUR вы лента сш FOR ENTRA ET 
bedroom, two-story affair made have lasted under such extreme The Ultimate Century Tuna Ulam Showdown Recipe must be typewritten and double spacod in copies using a lattor-sizo 
primarily of concrete, low-main- conditions," says Mendoza. "You An Individual or 1-Member Team Competition bond pepec. Attach а 4R colored food shot atthe hotiom of each recipe entry. 
руа ыт миа Ий. бк шик юса choosug Ай entries must be sealed in а white business envelope accompanied by 

Молалы He Ee a beoe yor | жіне 3 labels of any Century Tune product. Recipes should clearly specify the yiold 
pine п zig а vy sop procodure stated including plating “| 
Series of brown-tiled roofs, the start building a house like this | тро. P 1200000 cash daca contia n i есте Аа Toi айыы 
multilevel and aerated ponds in опе” 2nd Runner-up: Р сідік 
the center of tall aren't ‘Aside from using plenty of | 3réRumnerup.  Sc0000 cash APPLICABLE TO ALL CATEGORIES: 

"Thus, native, freshwater carp hardwood, the couple opted for | PLUS Cantury Tuna and sponsor gift packs for participants + Only the following Century Tuna variants must be used in tho recipe entries: 
and tilapia that teem in their wa- LMING/F2 | Contestants are required to send an ORIGINAL and CREATIVE CENTURY TUNA Luna Solid in le Oil Com ke: 
ters bask under the sunshine as ыы! ROA HCE recipe (not емеш entered many cones, жатта, | Genta Tuna бойи п Wer 0 Cont Tuna i УД 

Century Tuna Chunks in Vegetable Oil Contury Tuna Hot and Spicy 


E апа ааа санаат 
actas a hub criss- ‘Soup dishes are not allowed. 


1 «hr hs Canary Tuna, тіре ө tui та mako ue! a loast one 
crossed 1} of the following Sponsors ingredients or more than one (1) within 
PARENT & CHILD FOOD ENTHUSIASTS reasonable amounts: 
Creative Century Tuna Sandwich Makin 
2Member Team Competition of 1 Child & 1 Parent Angel Condensada 

Angel Evaporated Filed Milk Good Life oriental sauces 
PRIZES: Cream Cornstarch Joly canned vegetables and soups | 
Champion: P 10000.00 cash Cream All-Purpose Flour ideal Pasta - Spaghet and Macaroni 
istunnerup. P 770000 cash 
2nd Runner-up: P 500000 cash Recipe entries must be mailed to: 
зга Runner-up: P 300000 cash SCRIBBLE WORKS PRODUCTION AND EVENTS MANAGEMENT INC. 
PLUS Century Tune and sponsor gift packs for participants P. 0. Box 211, Pasig Central Post Office, 160 Pasig City 
Contestants are required to send an original and CREATIVE CENTURY TUNA | МО online rogistration and submission of recipes aro alowed, 
SANDWICH recipe not previously entered in any contest, publication or 


асет Deadline of submission of entries for AMATEUR and PARENT & 


CHILD FOOD ENTHUSIASTS will be on: August 3, 2007 at 6:00pm 


OTHER CATEGORIES: ——————_| Deadline of submission of entries for HRM STUDENTS and 
HRM STUDENTS The Great Century Tuna Trio Challenge : | PROFESSIONAL will be оп: July 27, 2007 at 6:00pm 
{Salad, Sandwich & Pasta) 5 
3-Memiber Team Competition of 2 Students 8 1 Adviser Interested participants may cal the event organizers for any questions or 
| aa + POO cash for tho schoo SCRIBBLE WORKS PRODUCTION AND EVENTS MANAGEMENT INC. 
GRAND PRIZE: P30,000 cash forthe team + P20,000 cash forthe school | SCRIBBLE WORKS PRODUCTION AND Ev 
PROFESSIONALS 


Century Tuna Iron Chef Date Plate кисинин аа 7 
2-Member Team Competition of 1 Chef & 1 Assistant Pepin: Rn EO ыны 1048 


website : www.centurypacific.comph 
GRAND PRIZE: P40,000 cash for the team 
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APLAY of wood and concrete 
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POTTERY and other 
earthenware from 
Quezon 
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HORSE figures that 
‘once adorn a jeepney 
have found their way 
inside the Mendoza 
home 


VARIOUS accent 
pieces sourced from 
the couple's travels 


SL 


indoor 


From page Р! 


inexpensive, no-skid tiles іп neutral earth col- 
ors. Except for a pair of Italian-made accent 
chairs made of leather and supported by steel 
frames, most oftheir furniture pieces are made 
of sturdy hardwood with detachable cushions. 

“А typhoon doesnt just come without 
warning,” says Mendoza. “Before that hap- 
pens, we see to it that cushions and other 
breakable objects are stored properly in the 
powder room.” 

She had the foresight to stock up on hard- 
‘wood, which she sourced from a supplier in 
nearby Quezon over the years. Mendoza 
takes comfort in the fact that these sturdy but 
таге pieces of wood were once part of old 
houses that had to be torn down and not from 
recently chopped trees. 

“We started collecting wooden posts from 
old houses as well as huge wooden beams 
from dismantled warehouses four years ago,” 
says Mendoza. “We also got some nice wall 
panels from two old houses. All these have 
kept our conscience clear. Since we were just 
recycling wood, we're not enemies of the en 
vironment.” 


Cool earth tones 

‘The house, which Mandy himself designed, 
took a year to build, Mendoza then worked on 
the colors—a play of cool earth tones consisting 
of brown, off-white and hints of light green—as 
well as the furniture and accent pieces. 

"In keeping with its modern Asia theme, I 
originally wanted to feature items from all 
over the region,” she says. “I had a change of 
heart and instead decided to stick to Filipino, 
which is more my style." 

Apart from locally sourced hardwood fur- 
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AMANMADE 
stream runs 
through the 


s property. 
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wich bui mosquito 
netmade of tulle inthe 
тозы become 


Өзі outdoors 


BATHROOM with the clouds—and stars at 
night—for its roof 


DINING room with no walls 


niture pieces from Dagupan and San Juan, 
the house features а number of accent pieces 
from the North down to the South: a pair of 
carved wall accents from the Mountain 
Province; a huge, upright drum from Min- 
danao; a pair of decorative Sarao-inspired 
metal horses from Quezon. 

Mendoza’s modest collection of celadon 
and ceramic pieces is featured on a coffee 
table in the living room. Aside from her hus- 
band's abstract oil paintings, color is confined 
toa few accent pieces here and there. 

“Pm still waiting for Mandy to finish a huge 
painting, which we plan to put in the living 
room,” says Mendoza, a native of San Juan. 
“Tm also having a carved arch made in Betis 
to bring down the ceilings height in the living 
room.” 

If guests find the family’s current weekend 
home too rustic, they should have seen how it 
was several years ago. The current one is ac- 
tually a more sophisticated version of an old 
hideaway consisting of four open-air Bali- 
nese-inspired huts that used to sit on the 
property. 

"Io give you an idea of how open the ar- 
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MENDOZA likens the sensation of taking a 
shower under the rain as a “hot and cold” 
bath. 


rangement was, the family needed umbrellas 
to get from one hut to the other during rainy 
days. 
werything was literally open since the 

huts had no walls,” says Mendoza. “They only 
had slatted bamboo floors and thatched roofs 
supported by huge posts to shield us from the 
elements. The only enclosed area was the 
bathroom where we also kept our clothes.” 

То ward off pesky insects at night, a cus- 
tom-built mosquito net made of tulle shroud- 
ed each hut. Of thé four huts, only one re- 
mains in the garden overlooking the dining 
area, where the bathroom once was. 

Such an arrangement worked as long as 
the weather was fine. But during rainy days, 
especially in the middle of the typhoon sea- 


“ромб teeming 
with freshwater 
arp and tilapia 


TWO irregular wooden posts provide an ideal foil to two straight, 


concrete columns. 


THEDECORATIVE wal 
above mirrorsa functio 
walkway below. Both 
structures, which are exposed 
to the weather, can withstand | 
extreme conditions. 


HUGE windows with hedges for curtains 


son, the Mendozas found themselves aban- 
doning their huts in favor of one of the 
Mediterranean-cum-Mexican inspired rooms 
in Bahay Marikit (www:bahaymarikit.com), 
an adjacent resort hotel they own and man- 
age. 

for a while, but we eventually 
got tired of it,” says Mendoza. "We soon start- 
ей making plans for a more permanent week: 
end home. After several revisions, we finally 
settled on this one.” 

The idea of openness extends to the cou- 
ples bedroom featuring а four-poster bed 
with a built-in mosquito net again made of 
tulle. In lieu of curtains and window screens, 
the Mendozas had bougainvillea hedges 
planted along the bedroom’s perimeter walls 
to protect their privacy. 

“Part of our bathrooms, particularly the 
shower area, is also open to the elements,” 
she says. "When it rains and you're caught 
taking a shower, its like taking a hot and cold 
bath at the same time.” 

Air-conditioning is also unheard off in this 
house, which lately has become more than a 
‘weekend home for the couple. The family is 
also in the build-and-sell business and has 
several projects in Batangas. 

“I have to be here at least four times a 
week, as1 help manage the hotel,” says Men- 
doza. “Mandy also comes here quite often, es- 
pecially when he starts working on a project. 
"The peace and quiet certainly helps him in the. 
design process." 


aster bedroom. 
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COMPACT rice cooker 


Fun, colorful dormmates 


CHOOLS IN AND STUDENTS 

living away from home can 

still enjoy its comforts with 
fun and functional dormmates 
from SM Appliance Center. Given 
the space limitations of dorms, 
boarding houses and apartment 
units, these are compact, often col- 
orful, time saving and make it easi- 
er for students to adjust with their 
new lifestyle. 

Here is a list of must-haves students can 
keep in mind when furnishing their living ar- 
‘eas away from home from SM Appliance Cen- 
ter, 

' Compact refrigerator keep everything 
from healthy snacks to beverage to medical; 
supplies close at hand. Anyone living in a unit 
"where space is premium will appreciate the 
compact refrigerators that are so easy to inte- 
grate even into the smallest studio apart- 
ment 

e The cooking class. Toasters can be your 
perfect roommate, with the latest models al- 
lowing you not only to create delicious sand- 
wiches, but also to roast marshmallows, crisp 
chips or melt cheese. Toaster ovens, on the 
other hand, are great for browning bread and 
bagels, toasting sandwiches and baking good- 
ies. Another must-have is a rice cooker, and 
the good news is the fancier models have ай- 
vanced features like Teflon coated pots for 
even more heating. 

The coffee club. All of us know the value 
of a good cup of coffee—for perking us up in 
the morning, or for helping us stay awake 
while studying for exams or working on class 
papers. One Cup Coffee Makers are great for 
that perfect cup without wasting the rest of 
the brew. 

Another great thing to have around is the 
electric kettle, which boils water faster and 
hottét for brewing tea or for mixing an instant 
cup of soup. Some of the fancier models сап 
be set to keep the water at a certain tempera- 
ture sothere's no need to reheat. 

An electric flat iron will keep your uni- 
form and clothes wrinkle-free. Adjustable 
temperature control knobs to get the proper 
heat while ironing different types of fabric. 
Convenience features include a water sprayer 
to help straighten the clothes easily, and non- 
stick coated soleplate to avoid burning the 
cloth. 

© Deskcmates. A desk lamp is your best 
buddy if you're about to spend the entire 
night studying or writing a last-minute essay. 
This also gives you focused lighting so you 
don't disturb a roommate who wants to sleep. 
An alarm clock, on the other hand, will keep 
you on time for class, org activities or even 
night out with friends. Just a hint: don't pick 
ош one with a blaring alarm—be considerate 
of your roommate, and get a model with sev- 
eral alarm features instead. 

e Laptops. With many universities provid- 
ing outlets, as well as wireless hotspots, lap- 
tops have become the student's top computer 
choice. Their size, portability and practicality 
make it possible for your work with it at your 
desk, sofa or bed—according to your prefer- 
ence. 
Portable air coolers are great for warm 
days as it cools your personal air space. It 
‘works by sucking air through a wick saturated 


with water. As the water flows through the 
wick, some of the water evaporates into the 
air, creating an air stream cooler than the cur- 
rent room temperature. Air coolers are also 
environmentally friendly because they do not 
use hazardous Freon. This can also be rolled 
from room to room and comes with a remote 
control that allows you to change the setting 


‘TOASTER, a perfect companion 
atbreakfast 


even from afar. 

SM Appliance Center branches in Metro 
Manila are at SM Makati, SM Cubao, SM 
Megamall, SM City North-Edsa, SM South- 
mall, SM City Fairview, SM City Manila, SM 
City Sta. Mesa, SM City Sucat, SM City Bicu- 
tan, SM City San Lazaro, SM Supercenter 
Valenzuela and SM Mall of Asia. These are al- 


зо at The Podium, Rockwell, Harrison Plaza 
and V-Mall. In the provincial areas, these are 
located at the SM Supermalls in Molino, Ва- 
coor, Dasmarifias, Baguio, Lucena, Marilao, 
Pampanga, Batangas, Sta. Rosa, Clark and Li- 
pa in Luzon; as well as Cebu, Iloilo, Bacolod, 
Davao and Cagayan de Oro in the Vizayas- 
Mindanao area. 
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GOODNESS OF NATURE IS WAITING TO BE 
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‘HIGHEST bidder and Nokia 

"Winner Sabin Aboitiz with 
Marybeth de Leon 
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DIVING buddies Luigi Bernas 
and birthday girl Rosan Cruz 


Social responsibility 
is the new chic 


HE LATEST BIZ BUZZ IS 
i | not the hottest mobile phone 
or the highest-yielding pyra- 
mid scam but the best of giving 
‘back, otherwise called Corporate 
Social Responsibility or CSR. As 
the economy improves, it is great 
"that businesses are remembering 
to share their profits with the less 
fortunate. Giving back has never 
‘been so in style. 
~ At the recently concluded League of Corpo- 
“rate Foundations CSR Expo 2007 at the Sofi- 
‘tel Philippine Plaza Hotel, respected business 
leaders, government offi- 
dials and noted society ad- 
"Mocates talked about a 


TESSA! *. 


пе of issues, from the Tessa Prieto-Valdes 


Perennial social problem 
of poverty, to improving 
education, to providing housing and to the 
hottest topic, pardon the pun, of combating 
global warming 
Опе of the speakers was PLDT chair Manny 
ingilinan who talked about strategic CSR. At 
is recent birthday bash at The Fort, the musi- 
Teal festivities kicked off with the introduction 
of the PLDT-Smart Foundation. This new NGO 
is headed by the very committed Anthony 
Pangilinan, who convincingly persuaded and 
charmed me into joining as well. 

In the past, PLDT and Smart Infinity have 
égntinuously supported our Assumption Mis- 
“Sion Schools so І have pledged my time and 
Züjhatever of my avant-garde concepts the 

foundation might want. Perhaps we can have 
a charity ball where everyone has to wear a 


NEWLYWEDS Juan 
and Bianca Elizalde 


LUIS MIGUEL PRIETO 
MEMORIAL AUDITORIUM 


donors Alex and Marixi Prieto, Sr. 
Rosales, Sea Princess and Paolo Prieto 


ichaela Kim, Cardinal Gaude: 


CARA animal-loving members Majo José, president Nancy Cu 
8 Babes Garcia, Vimla Mansukhani, Louise Clark, Yasmin 
Jadwani, Grace Mercado, Bunny Joaqun and Sarah Jocson 


PLDT-SMART Foundation launch and birthday bash of Manny 


Pangilinan 
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Inoticed that the girls 
and boys of Girls and 
Boys Town in Cavite 
had the same hair 
accessories and 
haircuts. Maybe for 
Christmas, I will donate 
colorful headbands and 
individualized ponytails 


wig. Who knows what quirky ideas might be 
needed to inspire generosity? 

"The PLDT-Smart Foundation (tel. 8168258 
or e-mail foundation@pldt.com.ph) is focused 
оп education, community building, sports and 
athletic development, arts, culture, and other 
special projects that truly make a difference. 
With generous support of friends, donors, and 
partners, it can help build a more enlightened 
and productive Philippines. 


Sisters of Mary charity 

TFthere was one community that is a stellar 
example of efficiency and productivity, and 
truly deserving of CSR funding, it would һе 
the Sisters of Mary Girls and Boys Towns in 
Cavite. The Sisters take in over 6,000 boys 
and girls in а four-year high-school program, 
inclusive of free housing and training for vo- 
cational services 

The program logistics are incredible. Sr. 
Michaela Kim, SM, the superior general of 
Sisters of Mary, told me the Girls Town con- 
sumes 16 sacks of rice a day and one can only 
guess what the Boys Town across the street 
consumes. In all, over a thousand sacks a 
month are purchased directly from NEA. 

Cardinal Gaudencio Rosales recently cel- 
ebrated a Mass for the inauguration of their 
Vocation Building. He spoke about how he 
was overwhelmed by the solemnity of the 
students and their enthusiastic participation 
at the ceremony. Honestly, 1 was half-asleep 
because we had left Manila quite early to be 
іп Silang on time. But these teenagers were 
so well-behaved and everyone was at full at- 
tention. 

Tnoticed that they all had the same hair ac- 
cessories and haircuts. Maybe for Christmas, I 
will donate colorful headbands and ind 
alized ponytails for each of them. One visit to 
the impressive Towns is enough to touch any- 
one's heart. 

Various companies are doing their bit to 
help the Sisters of Mary graduates. Transna- 
tional Diversified Group CEO Robbie Delga- 
do has accepted 20 graduates from the Boys 
Town, who are on full scholarship in his new 
NYK/TDG Maritime Academy in Canlubang. 


Emotional 

My parents, Alex and Marixi Prieto, have 
been involved with Sisters of Mary ever since. 
they met the founder, Fr. Al Schwartz, in 
1984 when they were setting up their first 
‘Town in Sta. Ana. They got even more in- 
volved when my eldest brother Louie passed 
away ina tragic accident. 

"The newest building in the Silang complex 
has a post-secondary workshop with comput- 
er stations, an industrial training kitchen and 
cafeteria, and the Luis Miguel Prieto Memori- 
al Auditorium. The ribbon-cutting ceremony 
was so emotional because even if over a 
decade has passed, one really never forgets a 
loved one. 

Twas lucky to get an early introduction to 
charity work through my family’s involve- 
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UNDERWATER photographer 
Dodo Cu Unjieng with buyer 
Charo Yujuico 


SUNVAR Group of Companies staff with VIP guests Mayor Arlene Nazareno of Sta. Rosa, VP 
Noli de Castro, Charlie Rufino and board member Neil Andrew Nocom of Laguna 


GENEROUS and talented artists Ogie Alcasi 
Anson-Roa, Maricel Laxa-Pangilinan, Smart girl Julia 
Carceller, Anthony Pangilinan and Bert Guingona 


PLDT guests Michael Quah, Malou, Tim and 
Philip Ng 


SMART friends Albert Martinez, Boy 
Martirez and Charlie Rufino 


SUPERIOR general Sr. Michaela Kim, SM, 
with Cardinal Gaudencio Rosales and Marixi 
Prieto 
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WELL-BEHAVED students of Sis 


IN Ambassador Peter 
Sutherland and lovely wife 
Joliynne 


m 

اا 

NOKIA GM William Hamilton- 
Whyte with friendly wife Ange 


ment in numerous foundations. Several 
decades ago, I worked in my grandmother's 
real estate company, Sunvar Realty, that de- 
veloped a housing project in what was then 
the “super far” Sucat area. 


New Sunvar project 

Тһе newest low-cost housing project of 
Sunvar was recently inaugurated with VP No- 
lide Castro as guest of honor. Located just be- 
hind Print Town in Mamplasan, Laguna, the 
units are now being sold in a tie-up with Pag- 
ibig Funds. 

Dynamic Taguig Mayor Freddie Tinga is 
currently building a similar housing project in. 
his booming city. Its wonderful to see govem- 
ment services that are truly extending bene- 
fits to citizens. 

Aside from foundations helping Filipinos, 
there is also one foundation focused on Fil- 
ipino animals, particularly cats. The Com- 
passion and Responsibility for Animals 
(Cara) is an NGO founded by like-minded 
animal lovers who are advocates of the ABC 
and E program, which stands for Animal 
Birth Control and Education for stray and 
rescued cats and dogs. 

Cara head Nancy Cu Unjieng convinced 
awesome underwater photographers Gutsy 
Tuason and her hubby Dodo to donate their 
art in a photo exhibit, with proceeds going to 
Cara. First daughter Luli Arroyo also gener- 
ously donated a signed photograph for silent 
auction to the most generous bidder, 

"When Dodo asked me to host the event, I 
turned the silent auction to a live one and per- 
suaded big-hearted businessman Sabin 
Aboitiz to win the auction. To make him feel a. 
bit better at having "won" the auction, he also 
got a new Nokia phone, generously donated 
by my good friends at Nokia. 

‘There truly are so many ways to share. So if 
your biz is buzzing these days, think of those 
three magic letters, С, S and R. It’s the best 
way to give your heart a buzz, too! 


E-mail me at seaprincess@inquirercom.ph 
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ISAY Alvarez 
and Robert Sefia 
with Ballet 

jj Philippines Kidz, 
Ді right; Ballet 
ЧЇ Manila, left. 


si 


ainy sh 
in Tokyo 


By Emmie G. Velarde 
Photos by Itsuo Ichimura 


TOKYO—FOR IT NOT TO POUR WAS ALL 
that anyone dared wish—the sun wasn't com- 
ing out, the steady drizzle indicated, Clear- 
canopy tents had been pitched on either side. 
of the stage. In the vast, green, historic Yoyogi 
Park rightin the heart of the city it was quite a 
picturesque sight. Except that, it potentially 
meant months of planning and hard work, 
and some very serious resources, were about 


to be rained on. r С] Ith h t 
[I — ^ healthy heart! 
Japan, was the opposite of calm as he walked К 4 к 
‘about in a crisp barong, under a big black шп- a E 
brella. It was the second Philippine Fiesta event 
mounted by the Department of Tourism here. 
Last year, a storm had blown through the first 
‘one, too, though it was held in November, when 
there was only a 10 per cent probability of foul 
weather, This time 
En " around, based on oth- 
Philippine erwise accurate calcu- 
lations, the chances 
Fiesta'07 а мее under five per 
cent. At least there 
1 were no winds. 
bright spot "SE 
і was the start of a 
insoaked ^ Bay weekend in 
s Japan. On a good day, 
Yoyogi park а сома of 20000 
would be a realistic 
prospect, Tourism Un- 
dersecretary Edu Jarque said. Not today, obvi- 
ously. In any case, at mid-morning, the immedi- 
ate surrounding area slowly filled up with mem- 
bers of the diplomatic corps, Philippine embassy 
personnel and their guests, OFW (the fiesta used 
to be the Filipino community's “family day"), lo- 
cals and tourists. Trade booths put up for the oc- 
casion went about their business. The aroma of 
pork barbecue, Pinoy-style, wafted in the air. 
Promptly at 10, the program began. After the 
‘opening ceremonies, the stage started jumping 
‘with activity ... and never stopped. Artists who 
һай flown in from Manila two days earli- 
er—members of the Ramon Obusan Folkloric 
Group, Ballet Manila and Ballet Philippines Kidz, 
plus “Miss Saigon” veteran couple Robert Seña 
and Isay Alvarez—carried on at top-performance 
level, never mind that it was wet up front, As a re- 
sult, there had been two slips by morning's end, 
‘one resulting in a twisted ankle. For sure, it could 
have been worse, were it not for the apparent 
skills of the carefully chosen entertainers. This 
didn’t escape the spectators. Every number was 
met with enthusiastic applause and cheering. 
The lineup consisted of traditional and stylized 
RAINY/G3 


AMBASSADOR Domingo Siazon Jr, right, 
with Japanese Transport and Tourism 
Minister Tetsuzo Fuyushiba, 


From the two leading names i ition comes 
the first-ever heart-healthy breakfast combo! 


Ensure’s heart-healthy nutrition and Quaker 
Oats’ 100°; natural oat soluble fiber are now 
in one convenient pack! Soluble fiber, as part 
of a low cholesterol, low sodium, no trans fat 

iet and healthy lifestyle, may help reduce the 


Take the most important meal of the day to 
heart. Make the Ensure Heart Healthy Breakfast 
Pack a daily morning habit! 
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JULIANNE and Nathaniel Martin from Canada, 


Per DOH-BEAD permit No. 0020 $. 2007 
left, and Japanese teenagers in the audience, An 0 5. 2007 
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Kayong dalawa na. 
Bubuksan pa ba sa iba? 
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FEEDBACK 
Sad, sad story 


From Edgardo Dac- 
pano (EDac- 
pano@dalla- 
sisd.org), 4017 Car- 
rington Drive, Gar- 
land, Texas: 

Оп “Requiem for a 
teacher’: What a sad 
story. Too bad, not all 
recruiters can tell if the 
teachers theyre [send- 
ing to the US] are [sta- 
ble enough] to face the 
day-to-day struggle in- 
side the American 
dassroom. They may 
beon top of their game 
in the Philippines, but 
here in the US, its a dif- 
ferent story. [Teachers 
are measured by how 
they] manage the 
dassroom, 1 went 
through “hell” when 1 
came here as a middle 
school Math teacher in 
1996, 1 was fortunate 
to establish а good 
working relationship 
with fellow teachers. 
They looked after me 
to the point of siting 
inside the classroom to 
[help] handle difficult 
students. 

Family, friends, co- 
teachers, and lots of 
prayers helped me sur- 
vive. 


Let it go, guys 
From Mhary (infa- 
mous1116@ya- 
hoo.com), Pomona, 
California: 

People, this all hap- 
pened nine years ago! 
Letit gol 

Pops, this shows that 
you stil have feelings 
for Martin. Tm taking 
his side, though, be- 
cause he's approaching 
the matter objectively. 

Tm sure you have 
better things to do like, 
maybe putting both 
your careers back on 
qad? 

From Susan Lopez 
(lopez@aol.com), 
Panorama City, Cali- 
fornia: 

For Dolly Ann Car- 
vajal: Ive been follow- 
ing the career of Pops 
Fernandez since "Pent- 
house Live." hope and 
pray that she doesn’t 
allow herself to be 


InSwitzerland 
From Fabian Manga- 
has (fabian.manga- 
has@gmail.com), 19 
Nova Scoti: 

The Locamo Film 
Festival is in Switzer- 


land, not Шау as 
Marinel R. Cruz report 
ей. The rest of the in- 
formation was helpful, 
though, How nice to 
know how well our 
filmmakers are doing! 


Wrong info 
From Hector Jalipa 
(hectorjalipa@ya- 
hoo.com), РО. Box 
799, ‘Maputo, 
Mozambique: 

1 lived in Ifugao in 
the late ‘70s and Im. 
married to an Ifugao. 

I thought 1 was 
getting enlightened 
by Marinel Cruz's 
report, "DepEd en- 
dorses this movie." 
But I discovered 
that our perception 
of this great people 
are still steeped in 
erroneous informa- 
tion. 

Ifugao is a province, 
mot some location in 
Benguet The people 
there are a different 
ethnic group from the 
Benguets or Kankana- 
ays or Kalingas, 

The error looks 
benign but it re- 
flects a lack of at- 
tention to details or 
a lack of desire to 
know them better. 
Even if they live in 
one large mountain 
range called the 
Cordilleras, the 
similarity ends 
there. 
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Hairspray’ takes hold, but lacks kitsch 


NEW YORK—THE WORLD DIDNT NEED 
another film version of John Waters’ 1988 
romp “Hairspray” any more than it needed a 
Broadway musical version of it. The whole 
cycle reeks of that movie-of-a-stage-produc- 
tion-of-a-movie debacle that has tainted the 
legacy of "The Producers.” 

This new brand of “Hairspray” is a hybrid 


ing but with only faint traces of Waters’ 
dark, kitschy humor. It is, in a word, safe, a 
word you wouldn't use for Waters at all. 


No sense of fun 
Director and choreographer Adam 


Shankman keeps the tone light. Edna is 
played famously by John Travolta in drag. 


and Harvey Fierstein on Broadway, the part 
is intended to be portrayed with high camp. 

With Travolta, there's no sense of fun. He 
plays it straight, the joke is completely lost. 
And you never lose sight of the fact that 
you're watching the star of "Grease" and 
"Saturday Night Fever,” this time brandish- 
ing his trademark dance moves while wear- 


of its predecessors: enormously entertain- 


As inhabited by Divine in the original film ing a fat suit. Christy Lemire, AP. 


showcase 


From page GI 


folk dances, modem 
ballet choreographed 
to the tune of pop hits, 
and a medley of Fil- 
ipino songs presented 
ina burst of energy and 
color that was a breath- 
les defiance of “Ty- 
phoon No. 4.” 
‘Canadian tourist Ju- 
Балле Martin and her 
2-year-old son 
Nathaniel stayed til 
the end of the pro- 
gram, huddled under 
their big "brollie" She 
would definitely con- 
sider the Philippines for 
her family’s next trip to 
Asia, Martin said, de- 
scribing what she just 
saw as "incredible, ab- 
solutely fantastici" 
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Impressed 

Gabriel Sar, ambas- 
sador of Senegal, later 
discussed the show at 
length with Maurice 
Reyna, Venezuelan 
cultural attache. "Iwas 
very _ impressed—fa- 
vorably" Reyna told 
Ingumer Entertain- 
ment. Sar, who said he 
was due to visit Manila 
next month, added, 
“Imagine so much 
cheer that a single pre- 
sentation can bring! 1 
must recommend your 
country as a destina- 
tion to friends and col- 
leagues. 

Which маз the 
whole point, actually 
In his address, Jarque 
promised future visi- 
tors “better accessibili 
ty, additional capacity 
Detter infrastructure 
and a higher level of 
service standard." Es- 
pecially for Japan, a 
“priority market," Jar- 
que announced the 
launch of a campaign 
dubbed, “Firipin Wa 
Karada Ni li (Wellness 
from the Inside Ош” 


Healing 

He explained: 
“(This] reinforces the 
Philippine brand of 
premium resorts... he 
healing atmosphere of 
its luxurious esthetic 
salons and spa resorts.” 

‘The afternoon pro- 
gram attracted mostly 
members of the Fil- 
ipino community, as it 
starred ап ABS-CBN 
team of music artists 
Jed by Ryan Cayabyab, 
Bituin Escalante, Toni 
Gonzaga and Japan- 
based Mylene dela Pe- 
fa. The gloomy ex- 
panse of historic Yoyo- 
gi, a former army train- 
ing field, was bright- 
ened up at the the 
Philippine Fiesta 2007 
site by a sea ofumbrel- 
las, under which bod- 
ies swayed to Pinoy 
pop and jazz music. 
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Covered venue 
Bright as well was 
Jarqués assessment 
"We got the right audi- 
ence—diplomats, 
young Japanese, other 
foreign tourists. АП we 
need next year is а 
covered venue." 
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LINGUINI (voiced Ьу Lou Romano) and 
Colette (voiced by Janeane Garofalo) 


‘Hermione’ reacts 
to ‘Potter’ 7 leak 


105 ANGELES—A LOUD, VIGOROUS 
“Mabuhay!” to director Yam Laranas for 
fighting for Iza Calzado to be cast in his 
US remake of his Filipino film, “Sigaw.” 

n Hollywood, it is hard to stick to one’s 
guns, especially when it comes to casting. 
There have been many potentially fine 
movie projects that were spoiled by the cast- 
ing of big stars because of their box-office ap- 
peal, not for their acting chops or suitability 
to the roles 

In our phone conversations with Yam, we 
sensed his passion to keep a Filipino actress, 
specifically Iza, in “The Echo.” So imagine 
Yemis frustration when, after all he went 
through to et Iza reprise her role, there was 
that initial problem with GMA network. 

‘When the director called us with the good 
news that GMA is allowing Iza some time off. 
from her TV show, we dropped everything. 
We talked to him as we were going through 
the chaotic security clearance at London's 
Heathrow airport. The man sounded so hap- 


ру 

Cheers also goto producer Roy Lee (Тһе 
Ring," “Тһе Grudge,” “Му Sassy Girt") for his 
belief in these two Filipino talents, Yam and 
Ea. 


Spoiler alert 

“Hany Foner” book spoiler alertskip 
reading this part and jump to the item on 
“Ratatouille” if you do not want to know the 
possible ending of the final novel in the series. 
‘You may already have a copy of "Harry Poner 
and the Deathly Hallows” since the book was 
scheduled to be sold beginning Saturday July 
21, but you may stil want to be kept in sus- 
pense about which characters бе. 

‘We've read online the supposed leak by a 
computer hacker, who goes by the name 
Gabriel, about the ending of J. К. Rowling's 
mega successful book series. Before we re- 
‘veal what Gabriel claims to know, we are is- 
suing one final spoiler alert warning. Stop 
reading now if you dont want to know the 
ending, although not confirmed as тие: 

“Hagrid is killed by Professor Snape dur- 
ing an attempted ambush of Ron and 
Hermione. The latter two escape, but then 
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Ruben V. 
Nepales 


encounter Voldemort who duels with 
Hermione. The latter is killed in order to pro- 
tect Ron. Harry triumphs over his enemy but 
Hermione pays the ultimate price for it” 
‘We bring up the leak issue because when 
ме interviewed Emma Watson, who plays 
Hermione, in London last June 22, she told 
us that two journalists who interviewed her 
earlier than us did inform her about Gabriel's 
alleged knowledge of the book's ending. 
"This was Emma's reaction on the possibil 
ity that her Hermione might indeed be one 
of the two characters who wil die, as we 
wrote in our column last June 30: 
foday, a couple of journalists told me 
that there's this guy who claims to have been 
able to hack into J. К. Rowlings computes; 
she shared. Putting her hands on her chest, 
she continued, Нез saying that Hermione is 
going to die. I was like, Oh God, thats aw- 
ful’ I actually found myself feeling sad. 1 
have not really contemplated on her dying. 1 
always had the sense that she'd make it 
*...The actress is emotionally attached to 
her character not only because she has been 
playing her all these years. ‘Hermione and I 
are very similar in quite a lot of ways, she ex- 
plained. We're both very stubborn, deter- 
mined, loyal, bossy, academic and a bit of a 


As we write this no one can confirm that 
what the hacker is saying about who dies in 
the book is true. 


Excellent animation 

‘One of the best films weve seen so far this 
year is “Ratatouille.” Those wizards at Pixar 
have done it again. Just when you think 
John Lasseter and his talents have already 
‘mastered the art of computer animation to 
such a degree that they couldn't improve on 


it anymore, here comes "Ratatouille" which 
brings animation visual artisuy to yet a high- 
erlevel. 

‘And as usual, Pixar's insistence on a good 
story to match the excellent animation 
makes it highly appealing to all ages. The 
Paris-set script of Brad Bird, who also di- 
тео, is refreshing, surprising and realistic. 
We were hooked from start to finish, as Re- 
my (Patton Oswalt) the rat pursues his 
dream to cook in a gourmet restaurant and 
‘meets folks who become his allies or foes, in- 
duding Linguini (Lou Romano); Colette, a 
woman in the male-dominated gourmet 
restaurant kitchen scene (Janeane Garofa- 
1o); and Ian Holm (Skinner). 

‘All the voice talents are perfect but the 
great Peter O'Toole as the voice of a 
haughty food critic (Anton Ego—just the 
пате!) is divine. Bring the whole family to 
thisone. 

Mixed reviews 

Orlando Bloom is getting mixed reviews 
in his rerum to the stage via a revival of 
різу "In Celebration” at the Duke of York 
Theatre. 

А quick perusal of the papers in London 
showed the split verdict. Heres a sample of 
‘what the reviewers are saying 

Charles Spencer, The Daily Telegraph: 1 
have been banging on of late about the 
shortage of serious drama in the West End, 
so 1 ought tobe dancing a jig of joy about this 
revival of David Storeys ‘in Celebration’ 
0969). 

But when I said serious, 1 didnt mean 
downright miserable, and this is the kind of 
show that sends you into the night wonder- 
ing whether to slit your wrists at once or wait 
шийуо get back home. 

‘That admirable producer Sonia Fried- 
man is dearly determined to keep the flame 
of grim-up-North working class drama alive 
іп the West End. And she doubtless hopes 
that the presence of Orlando Bloom, best 
known as the dashing love interest in the Pi- 
rates of the Caribbean’ movies, will be 
enough to entice punters into enduring two- 
and-a-half hours of punishing pessimism. 


Santino lifts Auntie Gretchen’s spirits 


ANEWBORN IS ALWAYS ADE 
light to behold; it can also pave 
the way to real reunions. When 
Claudine Barretto delivered 
her baby, one of the first to ex- 
press happiness was her eldest 
sister Gretchen, who sent us 
this SMS: “I am thrilled by the 
arrival of a new family mem- 
ber. Santino is such a joy. [He] 
gave us a grin, which made the 
trip to visit him worthwhile.” 


Pia humor 

Pia Guanio tossed this warm- 
up question to a contestant on 
“Bat Bulaga”: Ano ang gagawin 
рав natalsikan ka ng mantika ha- 
bang nagluluto? 


Тор of the tabloids 

‘The top show biz stories in local 
tabloids this week. (And why we 
are moved, if we are moved.) 

Toni Gonzaga at Direk Paul So- 
riano, kumpirmadong may relasy- 


on. 


*Direk Paul, pinuno ng pagkain 
ang kwarto ni Toni Gonzaga! (Men 


used to give flowers.) 


пі Aga. (Jollibee?) 


«Angelica, kinabahan за +- 


tikiman nila ni Aga! 
Angelic 
halikan nila ni Aga! 


«Angelica, hiyanghiya sa love 


„ gininaw sa 


pause fora commercial break?) 
lang nagkakahiwalay 


date 

оп (This guy moves fast!) 
Е kay Rufa.) 
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WORTH а celebration or not! 
Orlando Bloom in his ongoing 
London play, “In Celebration." 


The action is set in a miners house in 
Yorkshire where Mr. Shaw... and his wife 
are celebrating their 40th wedding anniver- 
say 

Their three surviving sons, all in their 30s, 
take them out for aslap-up meal, which is no 
less than they deserve, for with great sacri- 
fice and dedication the Shaws gave their 
boys an excellent education. 

But are they grateful? Are they hell 
Steven (Bloom) cries himself to sleep at 
night and is on the brink of nervous collapse 
because he feels displaced and even 'disfig- 
ured! by abandoning his dass and not fol- 
lowing his father into the mine, work which 
he believes has ‘significance. 

„Director Anna Mackmin, with the help 
of suitably dreary designs by Lez Brother- 
ston, certainly doesn't shortchange the audi 
ence when it comes to wretchedness, while а 
briliantined and moustached Orlando 
Bloom spends the entire evening looking 
pale and interesting, 

But frankly you'd only recommend this 
play to your worst enemy" 

Michael Billington, The Guardian: “This 
revival... exactly doubles the number of 
straight plays by living British dramatists in 
the West End. Even then, one assumes it 
owes its Ме largely to Orlando Bloom's the- 
amical debut. It is а melancholy situa- 
tion—Dut one can report Storey's tough and 
sturdy play stands the test of time, and that 
Bloom should guarantee it a young audi- 
ence. 

“Through Steven (Bloom), Storey nails 
the traumatized roodessness that comes 
from feeling ones Ме has no significance. 
Bloom lends Steven exactly the right sense of 
haunted tacitumiry and withdrawn moodi 


*Mag-asawang Sharon at Sen. Kiko sa tsismis 


*Ruía Mae, nakipag-date kay DJ Mo 
Rufa Mae at Billy Crawford madalas mog- 


“Rufa Mae at Billy halos 1 buwan nang mag- 


* Billy ipinalit ni Rufa Mae kay Erik 
«Sino ang mas magaling na dancer, si Billy 


4, в 2 
кей 09 Crawford о Gab Valenciano? (Wag itanong 
inuking ang lasa ng halik = «Boy Abunda denies Erik-Rufa ro- 
Francine Prieto, nilulunok ang sham- 
poo! (Gee, your breath smells terrific!) 
‘Judy Ann not posing for men's 
mag (Sa food mag kaya?) 
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Orlando 
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his play? 


nes. 

The result is a richly satisfying evening 
that reminds you of Storey's ability to con- 
front unpalatable domestic truths and to 
portray an England in which clas is sil a 
‘governing determinant.” 

Benedict Nightingale, The Times: “Is 
David Storey alive and kicking? 

“Anna Mackmin's revival of his second 
play with the fashionable Orlando Bloom 
taking the role created by Brian Cox 40 years 
ago gives a less literal answer to that ques- 
tion: Storey's work isn't just alive but has a 
ick capable of separating today s audiences 
from their emotional teeth. 


Unrewarding part 

“Bloom is Steven Shaw... superficially its 
an unrewarding part, because he spends 
most of the time looking wan and saying lit- 
de... but an important one." 

‘Quentin Letts, Daily Mail: “Don't be mis- 
Jed by the tide that ‘in Celebration’ is light- 
hearted. It is а gloomy northem coal mines 
affair with a 'pulverisingly slow, first half. 

*... Movie pin-up Orlando Bloom shows 
fine sensitivity with this part" 

David Benedict, Variety: "The word ‘cele- 
bration’ is in the tile, but playwright David 
Storey uses it with а bitter undertow—so 
much so that only the most idealistic and 
commercially foolhardy of producers would 
countenance reviving his 1969 homecoming 
drama unless armed with some armor-plat- 
ed casting. Enter Orlando Bloom. Yet its still 
а gamble to put a man largely cast for his 
ability to deliver looks—not lines—into а 
play all about things spoken. That the gam- 
ble doesn't really pay off artistically, however, 
is not entirely Bloom's fault. 

“You have to hand it to him. Most movie 
stars shift to the stage in star vehicles redo- 
lent of previous screen success, But Bloom 
has elected to make his legit debut with a 
role in an ensemble drama...” 


Email йе columnist ш; 
rweepales SS8SQyahoocom and read his 
blog, “The Nepales Report" on wwwin- 
aquirerbloggers.net/nepalesreport. 


Chef contestant: Pahiran ng kamatis o tooth- 
paste ang nabanlian. 

Pia: Sabay toothbrush narin? 

Awkward silence. 


Benicio as ‘Che’ 

MADRID, Spain—Benicio del Toro will play 
Argentine revolutionary Emesto “Che” Guevara 
їп а film directed by Steve Soderbegh. The pro- 
duction company did not release the film's tide, 
but Del Toros official web-site said it would be 
called “Guerilla.” АР 


Mrs. Rocky in rehab 

LOS ANGELES Brigite Nielsen has checked 
into rehab for treatment of an undisclosed condi- 
tion, her manager Steven Tempore confirmed 
Thursday “Its something she did on her own free 
will and we're proud of her and wish her very 
well" Tempore said. The tall, blond actress and 
former model was married to Sylvester Stallone 
in the 1980s. She just tumed 44, 


scene with Aga 

"Iba pa rin ang halik ni Derek sa halik ni Aga, 
say ni Angelica! (Siya, tahan na.) 

“Ата Mina, malas sa lumang bahay! 

+ Ara sells condo to get rid of bad vibes 

Ara Mina, ipinagbibili lahat ng bahay! 

*Bagong bahay ni Ara, malapit kay Angel Loc- 
sin. (Run, Angel.) 

“Ата Mina desperado па, рай lovelife pina- 
fengshui. 


Kiko, gay? 

«бау issue kay Sen. Kiko buhay na naman 

«беп. Kiko at David Celdran, may relasyon? 

“Буш ng kabadingan, tinawanan lang ni Sen. 
кіші 

Sharon, pinabubulaanan ang tsismis na may 
babae si Sen. Kiko. (Ano ba talaga?) 

«Sharon on nasty rumors about Sen. Kiko: 
Lalaban ako 

» Mega, “devil” ang tawag sa mga naninira 

“*Kabasusan па yung ginagawa піші”-- 
Sharon 

«Нілді kami hiwalay ni Kiko!—Mega (Can we 


No Candy man 

» Asawa ni Candy, nagpaalam lang na maggu- 
golf pero hindi na siya binalikan! 

«Candy nahihirapan sa pagiging single mom! 

«Candy Pangilinan, ipapa-annul ang kasal sa 
asawang nakapiling ng 6 buwan. 

*Miyembro ng Parokya, bagong BF ni Candy 
Pangilinan? (Bilis din ito, ha?) 

Pops, galit na galit pa rin kay Marin. 

«Sheryl Cruz, umaasang maging bida naman. 

*Dapat kalimutan na muna ni Jericho ang 
pagkanta niya. 

"Tony Boy malabo nang makipag-hiwalay kay 
Gretchen. 

Gretchen not kissing anyone anymore. 

«бап at Piolo, talbog sa nakaka-elyang 
katawan ni Aga. 

*Mga rema ng concert, dapat kabahan kay 
Sarah. (Oo naman.) 

Melanie Marquez, takot hiwalayan ng mister. 

(Black beker уал.) 

Kris Aquino, tumanggi na за pelikula. 
(Promise?) 

Imelda Papin, may billboard sa Las Vegas 


ANGELICA 
Panganiban 


freeway! 

*P150,000 per taping ang TF ni Angel sa ABS- 
CBN! (Di pa nga lumilipat eh.) 

«Amalia, kakasuhan ang mister? 

*Ruffa, kinasuhan ni Yilmaz! 

*Ruffa wanted sa Turkey. 

Yilmaz, umaasang makausap pa rin ng sarili- 
nan si Ruffa. (Somebody talk to him, in Turkish.) 

Annabelle, ayaw patulan si Yilmaz! 

“Diplomatic passport ni Yilmaz, kinansela. 
Kaya pala.) 

*Pakiusap ng anak nina Martin at Pops, itigil 
naang away! (Oo nga.) 

*Nagbibigay ba ng financial assistance si Mar- 


е nsa mga anak nila ni Pops? (Tense.) 


«Anne Curtis gustong tikman ni Asia Agcaoili 
+ Asia: Best to make love with a friend 
«Аба Agcaoili, nahuling nakikipagdyugl 
(With а friend?) 


тнщ LY INQUIRER. 


ENTER 


EMMY NOMINEES 

‘Some of the top nominees for the 59th Annual 

Primetime Emmy Awards include (L, clockwise) Ricky 

Gervais, shown here with Daniel Radcliffe in the HBO 

comedy seri 

Gandolfini (with Michael Imperioli) in “The Sopranos’ 

and Kyra Sedgwick in “The Closer.” The Emmys will be 
resented in Los Angeles September 16,2007. 


BERLIN—SHOOTING BEGAN THURSDAY IN 
a forest outside Berlin on a film starring Tom 
Cruise as Germany's most famous anti-Hider 
plotter, with the German government saying 
it was letting the filmmakers shoot anywhere 
they requested—except the former German 
general staff headquarters. 

"The so-called Bendler Block, where Col. Claus 
Graf Schenk von Stauffenberg was executed by 
firing squad 63 years ago Saturday, was off lim- 
its, said government spokesman Torsten Albig, 
citing “the dignity of the place.” 

‘Work went ahead as planned, with the movie 
set cordoned off with yellow-and-black plastic 
tape in a pine forest near the village of Klein Ko- 
eris, 70 kilometers (43 miles) south of Berlin. 
‘The German producers, Studio Babelsberg, con- 
firmed Cruise was on the set. 

The country's largest newspaper, Bild, printed 
pictures of the star—sporting a pair of dark sun- 
glasses, a gray jacket and jeans—as he left a sil 
ver Audi Аб at Berlin's Tempelhof airport to get 
‘ona helicopter, that, according to Bild, took him 
totheset. 

Several papers also ran pictures of a World 
War ILvintage Ju-52 military transport plane 
with swastikas painted on the tail, saying it was 
used during the shooting. 

‘The government’ refusal to permit flming at 
the place where von Stauffenberg worked and 
died led to controversy about whether Cruise's 
religious beliefs had triggered the decision. 

Cruise is one of Scientology's best-known 
members; the German government considers 
Scientology a commercial enterprise that takes 
advantage of vulnerable people, and some crit- 
ics maintain that one ofits adherents should not 
be playing one of the Nazi-era's few heroes. 

“Valkyrie” is scheduled for release in 2008. 
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CLAUS Graf Schenk von Stauffenberg, left, mastermind ofa plot to 
assassinate Hitler, is Tom Cruise's latest character. ^t 
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DOT Team Japan 
head Benito Bengzon 
ы t % ү. Jr, who put the fiesta 
11 Кіре win Rock тне WorlD! ^ Eod eoi 
opportunity for us to 
Tas ^ THE BATTLE РОК THE On Jut 29, WITNESS THE пи " Hanae ЕК р 
nert For THE NEXT Par St? I tourism, and the 
ps world-class talent of 

Filipino performers." 
Asked if he was sat- 
isfied with the overall 

turn of events, Ambas- 
sador Siazon minced 

p) no words: 
cause it's raining." But 
shoud DOT do it 
Mè Vn: s z $ 5 LN Р again? "Oh, yes" he 
EAE" ai i 1 quipped. “The third 
% к шее 


Channel 11 BENITO Bengzon |r, 

masor ASIA Cobu | Davao ChE Skycable ChED Destiny Ch ЇЇ Sun Ch EE) Team Japan head: 
“Excellent 

opportunity.” 
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Osang, Dina make peace 


By Marinel R. Cruz 


“TAO RIN PALA SIYA. ISANG INA, KAGAYA 
ko," said the controversial Rosanna Roces of 
Dina Bonnevie, a statement expected to end 
her word war with the equally feisty actress. 

"The two figured in the tussle two years ago, 
supposedly because of comments that Dina 
Боге a striking resemblance to Osang. 

“Kapag nakasama mo [pala siya] sa totoong 
buhay, ibang-iba pala siya,” Rosanna said. “Di- 
na is not all show biz. You can talk with her 
about anything.” 


Working together 

‘The two have ample time to know more 
about each other now that they are working 
together in a drama series on the Kapamilya 
network, "SineSerye Presents: Natutulog Ba 
‘Ang Diyos?” —the movie version of Lino Broc- 
ka's 1980 film. 

“We snubbed each other the first time we 
met during the pictorial for the show. When 


we started talking, I realized, she's nice na- 
тап pala,” Dina said at a dinner with the 
entertainment press recently “We've 
talked about our children, our husbands, 
why we broke up with them, and God. We 
also talked about the lessons we learned 
from the mistakes we've committed when 
we were younger. Nakakatuwa siyang 
Кашар” 

Rosanna was inactive in show biz for quite 
a while, following a dispute with former tal- 
ent manager Lolit Solis and former business 
partner Vicki Belo. The sexy actress said she 
‘was happy to be working again. 

“1 thank ABS-CBN for the trust,” she said. 
“promise, wala nang kalokohan. Diretso na 
"to. Ang tinawag kong acting na pambili ng bi- 
gas ay isang craft na ngayon. 1 thought 1 knew 
everything about it, but I've realized that I still 
havea lot to learn." 

She said she has also become more humble 
and more loving. “I used to be [loving] kapag 
nakakapag-Ecstacy lang,” she quipped 


MYHRCE > PG-1S | 


CHEER 
FACTOR 


Kiddie reality 
show defended 


BEVERLY HILLS, 
California—"Kid Na- 
tion,” а CBS reality 
TV series that gives 
40 children free rein 
in an uninhabited 
town, protected the 
youngsters physically 
and emotionally dur- 
ing filming, the pro- 
ducer said. 

The series, im 
which youngsters 
age B to 15 spend 
more than а month 
without parents and 
with responsibility 
for their daily lives, is 
scheduled to pre- 
miere Sept. 19. 

At a Television 
Critics Association 
panel on Wednesday, 
executive producer 
Tom Forman was 


whether viewers 


power. е 


Incredible 

‘The audience will 
discover they are 
watching "incredible 
people ... young, but 
wise beyond their 
years, doing things 
you never could 
imagine" Forman 
said. There was no 
sex or drugs, he said 
in response to a later 
question. 

As for the effect on 
the children, he said 
that they consider ita. 
highlight of their 
lives. "I exchange e- 
mails with every опе 
of these kids and 
theyre doing just 
great," he said. 

Asked if he set the. 
show in New Mexico 
because a loophole in 
its labor laws made 
the production possi- 
ble, Forman said the 
state was picked be- 
cause it had "the 
right location.” 
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HEART- WARMING ROMANTIC- COMEDY 


„~y AS THE YOUNG LEADS OF THE 


- a 
ШАШЫ CHRIS PINE ЖҰ | Sei ee mer 


| characters lose tei Ы 


attitude and are compelled to 
deal with challenging issues that 
‘would daunt much older people. 
4 In “Harry Potter and the Order of 
тән ж | the Phoenix,” Harry gets to con- 
 BABRYPOTTER- $ С 5 M j front the all-powerful Lord Volde- — the movie series has taken itself too 
senma 3 E ‘mort—and barely escapes. Harrys seriously, but we feel that its more 
i 3 EN friends, Hermione and Ron, are adult bent is quite in keeping with 
dem навиват CN > е forced to lay their own lives on the its title character’ development. 
Center Mall Cinema ЕЗ А қ M line in defense of their friend. Harry is still a wizard, but he's a 
E m 5 A The root cause of their latest boy no longer 
PEE m 5 i Е {йез i Noldemorts renewed Happily, Daniel Radcliffe man- 
Й жемеу à id to put Harry under his le i qui i 
AGAAMSFDRHERS [DIE KARO ane PUTER- 6. AL N ЕЕ ұзат Ата не" өлі ен aed 
Е z d e - Ministry of Magic officials led Бу Jonger has to play it adolescent-cute 
E IP : y - Dre Eas accuse Harry of for this film's outing. 
ейік эю ? 4 1 21 ling and the young man is Another standout is Imelda 
= mm b Р і 5 shunned by many people at the Staunton as the chirpy but crafty 
REN. Rer IR d Р j Hogwarts school for witchcraft, Ms Umbridge, who helps make life 
2 ашу 2 * ЭМ Later, however, his friends rally Һе for hapless Нату, Too bad shell 


= ا‎ В E a к Б | to his side, and convince him t probably be around for just this 
1 тәешек | | = train them and other students to fim, because she gets her comeup- 


use their nascent magical powersto pance in the end. 

confront Voldemort minions. ‘Well, we can always console our- 

DC UM d hs ) i Mickael Cambon ssa sound as 
ОНЫТА аа “ Worst nightmare Michael Gambon is still around as 

Prof. Dumbledore. Some observers 
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1 TRANSFORMERS: 2 я Напуз worst nightmare be- 
wanrromen-s |2 p - : comes a daunting reality when believe that Gambon is England's 
шому Р x { < { Voldemort стаййу insinuates him- fines actor, and his cool and com- 
2 self into the young wizard'ssubcon- petent portrayal of the master wiz- 
scious—and attempts to manipu- Ad affirms this view. 
— p ow ; latehimforhisowneviladvantage! "Finally, we appreciate director 
E The experience is agonizing for Dayid Yates firm handling of this 
I a Harry, and only Sirius Blacks ex- relatively more textured and nu- 
Мпа! E SEE C ce is Dices anced production. As the movie's 
vacancy В Harry grows up in other waysbe- central storyteller, he masterfully 
8 sides, but it is his having to come draws viewers into the very heart of 
тимен ланы | жол мшаз s face-to-face with his own mortality is brooding, seething story which 
3 sy POTTER that truly transforms and deepens imbues the eternal struggle be- 
4 parent VACANCY | зоот HARRY POTTER -§ T his psyche. The tragic, timorous or- tween good and evil with greater 
s sesto i phan has become a warrior and range and depth than its previous 
leader! | А cinematic chapters. 

__Inkeeping with its darker view of То be sure, Yates’ focus is occa- 
Ме, the film's first half is noticeably sionally so fixed that the fun is 
f lacking in the usual sleights of mag- squeezed out of his storytelling. On 
ae | OS E ie rhat have made the Hany Forter ihe whole, however һе is able to 
"— изиш 4 % movies a continuing delight. nbine fantasy and tragedy t 
E cc К Thesinatmewizardryandvis complex, “nae 
THES Tie Theatres of e tew Benim E al fantasy do manifest themselves Нару Potter” has found its most 
шеткі later in the film—but, in keeping visionary cinematic wizard. So its 
san pores with the movies tone and theme, то surprise to leam that Yates has 
vacancy | Cinema 2000 Waltermart | E. y they're more elemental and power- been prevailed upon to also direct 
i ful than breezily delightful, Film No. 6 in the series, “Harry Pot- 

талиев Some fans may complain that ter and the Half-Blood Prince.” 
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Electroworld Exhibit 
dE TARRY POTIERE THE ORDER |26 HARRY POTTER & THE ORDER А гене 
OF THE PHOENIX. es (OF THE PHOENIX s 


GREENBELT 3 
З HARRY POTTER & THE ORDER | 4 5 Ciba Vision Exhibit 
ha . UM وی یو‎ ен bap m ; July Brig 29, 2007 a Paseos 
ТЕТ T= нлянтроттеяатнеон ев |2 HARRY POTTER ê THE ORDER 
adn SPTE DHEN OPTE PHOENI 


cwm E а 


TRANSFORMERS: VACANCY 5 IN THE LAND OF WOMEN. 


AYALA CENTER. KE M 2 HARRY POTTERS Repertory Philippines presents Disney's CINDERELLA Kids 
S не ORDER часанс' 5 

CEBU BE rcm OF THE M x Onstage: "а REP's Globe Theater - Opens August 11, 2007 

For inquiries, ls. call 887-0710‏ ل 


MARKET! MARKET! ВР! Appliance Madness. 


July 6 to 22, 2007 


1 HARRY POTTER & THE ORDER 
mem ROVER A TE IN THE LAND OF WOMEN 


МАКЕТІ 


d AN E E RUM 
: f AN 
WHERE |4 асасы Ете. yal MUSEUM а ао 


з 4 
INTHE LAND 
WHITE NOISE 2 
THE LIGHT NSFORMERS. ACUMEN Ob WONEN: BARBIE BIRTHDAY BASH 


= Ы T Y July 1 (2PM & 4PM) at the Activity Center 
6 7% 


HUMAN'S RICO BLANCO EXHIBIT 
HARRY POTTER & THE ORDER | HARRY POTTER а THE ORDER | HARRY POTTER & THE ORDER July 2 to 15 (Mall Hours) at the 1st Level Exhibit Area 
(OF THE PHOENIX 'OF THE PHOENIX (OF THE PHOENIX 


түп REBELLION 


Experience the magic! 
IMAGO ENTERTAINMENT PRESENTS. 


Y MECHANICAL ACTION 


A theatrical circus performance of 
man-powered machines and acrobatic acts. 


Glorietta 4 + Greenbelt 3 
Alabang Town Center. + Trinoma 


where every seat is the best in the house 
NOW SHOWING AT AYALA MALLS CINEMAS 


For screening schedule, pls. call 729-7777 
Rating Genera 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER" 


Ns joa» ENTERTAINMENT SUNDAY JULY 22,2007 
Komiks’ are back | (а Sesame Street, Manila 


ASET OF TAGALOG KOMIKS including specially designed By Ruth L. Navarra. 
| is set to come out weekly start- stalls all over Metro Manila. А 

ig next month. They will cost only P10 each. ON SESAME STREET, COLORS ARE DISAP- 
Titled “Joe D'Mango's Love _ Mango Comics, a brand òf the Я Ў pearing one Бу one and the only lead to the 

Notes” and “Charo Santos Con- Yonzon Entertainment Syndicate | : mystery is a giggle by an unknown character. 
оз Maalaala Mo Kaya,” the (Yes!) helped developed Bituin. * — Inthe musical “Sesame Street Live—Elmo's 
Bituin Komiks set will be sold Yes! was responsible for the | 1 Coloring Book," Elmo, Cookie Monster, Ernie. 
three-part Dama Golden An- 21 & Bert, Big Bird, Count von Count, Zoe and 
niversary issue, and also for the 57% ( Oscar the Grouch work together to find out 

development of characters and ‘Where all the colors have gone. They are 

comics for the popular theme į г transported into different places and time 
park Enchanted Kingdom. t Tag Ч 
The new brand Bituin Komiks. 1 through Professor 


plans оше ош with ce 0 TH E Pi 5 е Е er Fa OR RO p (00 ] Ars invention, the 

les is currently in negotia- 1 m pa m 4 3G ita 2000. 

tions with Carlo Caparas and | ü S j амалы j шаша 2000 is 

young artists, including Gerry | a machine (һас 

тұмары» MOVIE EVENT OF THE М ШАЙ sere 
> " Е Bui E] Шш s МО) tures that you draw 


| into real-life sizes,” 


[ The British have Premiere Night, July 24 кушк His chara 
‘JAMES BOND, -- SM Медата!! E Edd p i 
AUSTIN POWERS Р Сїпета 10, 7РМ Yellow, 
and JOHNNY ENGLISH. à 5 Blue, and Red, collec. 


: = tively known as the 
The French only need À ji m 

l; а ғ / The musical, de- 
опе man to finish the job. signed to teach pre- 
schoolers about the 
primary colors as 
well as friendship 
and sharing, 
charmed both kids 
and parents alike at 
the Aliw Theater. 

“Sesame Street” is 
а pioneer in edutain- 
ment (education-en- 
tertainment) and the 
longest-running 
show in US televi- 
sion. It is no longer 
aired in local chan- 
nels, but parents like 
Irene Ong makes 
sure her kids learn 
about Jim Henson's 
creation through 
VCDs. 

Nostalgia hits her 
hard as she hears fa- 
miliar songs like "Sun- 
ny Day" while with 
daughters Jillian, 8 
Р and Lilianne, 3. 

ы “1 wish there were 
E 5 RY ae ae more classic songs 
Ik like ‘C is for Cookie’ 

INSPIRED BY А TRUE-STORY oe cee 
they have for the 

show were also nice,” 


E 2 ^ . shesays. 
5 Popular tunes 
The show carries 
d " x popular tunes from 


TV like “Fuzzy and 
Blue” and "Sing" 


Directed by: TOPEL LEE hen 


songs included and 


the cast perform their 
XEM p cbe 
Es Text QUUA ON to 4027 Collins "True Colors?” 
OPENS AUGUST 1 pra Bow e 
Je kids in the audience 
Sy FETT Т тр bees en et aye are not as familiar 
= EE wich the muppets as 
their parents, they 
are not alienated 
during the perfor- 
mance. The interac- 
tive show has the cast 
directly talking to 
kids to encourage au- 
dience participation. 
One character 
even jumps offstage 
and joins the crowd 
to shake the hands 
RDER j every once in a 
S TEHARRYÀ R 4 Sn. A d while. 
ТААР я EN Jillian, who first 
" thought she was "too 
old" for the show, 
ended up laughing 
when Oscar the 
Grouch turned white 
and became cheerful. 
"He's supposed to 
be crabby. t was fun- 
ny because you know 
there's something 
wrong when he's be- 
ing nice,” she says. 
One of the things 
that keeps the excite- 
ment level high is the 
set—which trans- 
forms to a pyramid in 
Egypt, a dinosaur- 
land and finally, to 
Oscars Junkyard. 
The audience find 
themselves eager to 


SESAME/H2 


LAS 


a 
P245 per column centimeter 


for reservations / cancellations / corrections 


Mondays to Saturdays 
12:00 noon. 
+ Day before publication 


The Widest Reaching Classifieds 
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Republic of the Philippines 
BAB DEPARTMENT OF AGRARIAN REFORM 
Î Forelgn-Assisted Projects Office (FAPSO) 
Eliplical Road, Dilman, Quezon City 
Northern Mindanao Community Initiatives and Resource 
Management Project 
The Department of Agrarian Reform is pleased to announce the vacancy 
for the Monitoring and Evaluation Officer position in the Project 
Facilitation Office (PFO) based іп Butuan City of the "Northern 
Mindanao Community Initiatives and Resource Management 
Project (NMCIREMP) with funding assistance from the International 
Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD). Тһе М & E Officer should 
have the following qualifications: 
At least 7 years experience in the monitoring and evaluation of 
rural development projects in the public, private or NGO sectors; 
Minimum of three (3) years managerial work: 
Degree holder of relevant course with master in relevant course, 
an advantage; 
Has proven experience іп setting up monitoring and evaluation 
system in rural development projects; 
Must be computer literate: 
Preferably a resident in Mindanao; and must be wiling to spend 
considerable time in travel and temporary residence in the field. 
The NMCIREMP в a six-year project (2003-2008) and covers selected 
areas in Regions X and САНАСА. 
Terms of Reference (TOR) for this position is available at the Foreign- 
‘Assisted Projects Office (FAPsO), M & E Staff, tst Floor, FAPSO Building, 
DAR Compound, Elliptical Road, Diliman, Quezon City. Please look for 
Susan Perez, Sally Manuel or Vicky Dumayas at telephone nos. (02) 
8270752 or 4267451. 
Successful candidate wil be hired on a contractual basis, renewable 
every 6 months. 
Application letters with curriculum vitae should be sent/submitted on or 
before 3 August 2007 to: д 


THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Foreign-Assisted Projects Office 
Department of Agrarian Reform 
Elliptical Road, Diliman, Quezon City 
(POL July 16.8 22,2007) 


NOW HIRING 


Web Programmer / Designer 
Must be proficient in Mysql, PHP, HTML, Javascript 
Full time office environment 
30 thousand monthly + bonus 
Resumé + Example to job@ptid.com 
Call Jo 0910-6453308 


[Рог your Classified and Obituary Ads please call] 


7637-2008 


TECHNICAL EDUCATION AND SKILLS DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 


INVITATION FOR BIDS 
(RE-BIDDING) 


June 2007 
АОВ Loan No. 1750-PHI 
TECHNICAL EDUCATION AND SKILLS DEVELOPMENT PROJECT 


Contract No. ADBTES-05 


The Republic of the Philippines has received a Ioan from the Asian 
Development Sank (ADB) towards the cost ofthe Technical Education 
and Skits Development Project (TESOP), and it intends to apply part of 
{he proceeds ofthis loan to payments under the contracts forthe Supply, 
Delivery, installation, Testing, Training and Commissioning сі 
Various information and Communication Technology Equipment 
(ADBTES-05). 


The Technical Education and Skills Development Authority (TESDA) now 
Invites sealed Bids from eligible Bidders for the supply, delivery, 
instaiaton, testing, training and commissioning of Various information 
‘and Communication Technology Equipmer 

Bidding wil be conducted in accordance with ADB's Limited International 
Bidding procedure. 

Interested eligble Bidders may obtain futher information from TESDA 
and inspect me Bidding Document at he address given below trom 8:00- 
4:00 p.m., Monday to Friday. 

“The Bidding Document, їл the English language, may be purchased by 
the Interested Bidders on the submission of a writen application to the 
address below and upon payment of a non-refundable fee of Philippine 
pesos 2.000.00 or in USS equivalent. The method of payment wil ether 
фе in certited bank cheque or cash. The document wal be couriered or 
Sent through registered mail No iabilty wil be accepted for loss or late 
detvory 

Bid must be delivered to the address below on or before 12:00 noon on 
‘August 13, 2007. А: Bids must be accompanied by a Bid Security of not 
less than 2% of the amount of the bid. Late Bids shall be rejected. Bids 
Wil be opened in the presence of the Bidders’ representatives who 
Choose to attend at the address below at 2:00 PM on August 13, 2007. 


The TESDA wil not be responsible for any costs or expenses incurred 
by the Bidders in connection with he preparation or delivery of Bids. 


The address is: 


‘Technical Education and Skills Development Authority 
Айтупайгазоп Building, TESDA Complex 

East Service Road, South Luzon Expressway 

For Boniaco, Taguig CRY 

Philippines 

Contact 
Telephone Nos. 
Fax No. 

Email 

Website. 


The Bids and Awards Committee Chairman. 
(632) 8174079-81 loc. 314 & 315 and 888-5798 
163 2) 817-9040 

psd_ocsa@tesda.gov.ph 

Www tesda.gov.ph 


(894.) TEODORO S. SANICO Ph.D. 
(Charman, Bids and Awards Committee 


(Ot ly 228 29,2007) 
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SUNDAY, JULY 22,2007 


Sundays 
12:00 noon 
every Thursday 
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It's the only direction 
we offer our people. 


Work your way to the top with the 
country's property developer of choice, 
ROBINSONS LAND CORPORATION. 


If you're a hardworking, sales-oriented 
and competitive graduate, then you are 
just the person we need. Positions are 
open for Account Managers and 
International Sales Agents (preferably 
with US Visa). Submit your resume with 
subject, Application for Account 
Manager or International Sales Agent 
to this address: 


Sales Administration and 
Marketing Services Department 
Robinsons Land Corporation 
High-Rise Buildings Division 
32/F, Robinsons Equitable Tower 
ADB Ave., corner Poveda St., 
Ortigas Center, Pasig City 


or email to: 
jobs@robinsonsland.com 
with subject, Application for 
Account Manager or International 
Sales Agent. 


ROBINSONS LAND 


CORPORATION 
The Property Developer of Choice 


Republic of the Philippines. 
Department of Environment and Natural Resources 
Visayas Avenue, Diliman, Quezon City 
тё. Nos. 929-66-26 to 29; 929-6633 to 35 
925-7041 to 43; 929-6252; 929-1669 
Website: http://www. denr.gov.ph / E-mail: web@denrgov.ph 


INVITATION FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST 


The Government of the Philippines, through the Department of Environment 
and Natural Resources (DENR), has applled for a loan from the Aslan 
Development Bank with со financing from the Global Environment Facility (GEF) 
forthe implementation of the Integrated Coastal Resources Management Project 
(ICRMP) and intends to apply a portion ofito engage the services of a consulting 
firm to assist in implementing the Project. 


The overall goal of ICRMP is enhanced coastal resources and reduced 
poverty among municipal fisherlolks. It aims to provide for sustainable 
management f coastal resources and increase income for coastal communities. 
The Project has four (4) main components; () Policy and Institutional 
Strengthening and Development (i) Integrated Coastal Resources Management 
and Biodiversity Conservation; (1) Enterprise Development and Income 
Diversification: and Social and Environmental Services and Ғасійіез. The Project 
shall be implemented in partnership with the DA-Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic 
Resources, DOF-Municipal Development Fund Office and the Local Government 
Agences in six (6) provinces within fv regions, namely: Cagayan Valley in Region. 
2. Zambales in Region 3, Masbate in Region 5, Cebu and Siquijor in Region 7 and 
Davao Oriental in Region 11. 

Twelve (12) consultant positions are proposed for the central Project 
Management Office (PMO), — four (4) intemational and eight local consultants. 
The fourintemational consultant are: (1) САМ SpecialisuProject Management 
Team Leeder with 14 person-months; (2) Biodiversity Conservation Specialist with 
22 person-months; (3) Biodiversity Research Specialist with 10 person-months: 
‘and (4) Project Performance Management Specialist with 5 person-months. The 
‘ight local consultants are: (1) ICAM SpecialisuDepuly Team Leader with 38 
person months; (2) Policy end institutional Development Speicalist with 34 person 
months; (2) Legal Specialist with 24 person-months; (4) ЕС and Training 
Specialist wih 6 person-months; 6) Biodiversity Specials with 23 person-months, 
(6) Biodiversity Research Specialist with 3 person-months; (7) Environmental 
Management Specialist (21 person-months); and (8) Project Performance 
Management Specialist (22 person-months). In addition to the above, three 
assisting professionals, wih expertise in ICRM and with 38 person-months each, 
are proposed for deployment in three provincial operation sites. 

Thisinviatonis open to ай consulting firmslorganizatons which have capability 
and extensive experience in management and implementation of similar projects. 
interested partes may secure Pre-qualfication Format from the Bids and Awards 
Committee on Foeign-Assisied Projects (BAC-FAPs) Secretarial lo Director Maria 
Lourdes Ferrer, FASPO, DENR Compound, Visayas Ave., Dilman, Quezon Cil. 
Phispoines with telephone nos. 632-S268065/632-9262680 on or before July 27, 
2007, 5:00 p.m. Those fims who have submitted expressions of intrest in response. 
to ADB's Nonce posted in their website have the option to resubmit EO. 

Deadline forthe submission of Expressions of interest shall not be later han 
‘August 6,2007, 3:00 p.m. to Assistant Secretary Алайга R. Teh, Chairman, BAC- 
FAPs clo The Secretariat FASPO, DENR Compound, Visayas Ave., Ойтал, 
Quezon Ciy. 

The DENR reserves the right to reject any o all bids, waive any defects found 
therein, and accept the bids as may be considered most qualilying and 
advantageous to the government. 


a 


(504) ATTY. ANALIZA R. ТЕН 
‘Assistant Secretary and 


Chair, BAC-FAPS 
ую мүт. эши) 


722.1144 72 
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арытат MAKATI LOT FOR SALE 


Specales in Taray, с 400 SQ.M. 
—— Location: Felipe St., Poblacion - - 
‘Area sizes available: - Only 3 houses from Kalayaan Avenue at the 3" Enjo 
haces back of Iglesia ni Cristo Church T y 

rebas 


CARMA сонс | len | | -near Rockwell Center { Luxury, 


VD SPECIALIST bog ny METRO BAGUIO LOT FOR SALE Stee 
YD | GONORRHEA, WARTS 16 ha Tanay farm i Аге: 15 Hectares 


Осы eee RET ee Location: Асор, Tublay, Benguet JE. Beautiful 
a {ru ros, сот, ight With plenty of pine trees, Titled and suitable for view at 


e EE Retirement Village or Subdivision & only 30 minutes Woodsgate 
Subdivision, 


ALLERGIES RE CURRENT Pem away from Baguio towards Sagada & Banaue 
ЕИ Tha Tagaytay от 5 

новае тее CALL: 0918 941 8659 
БА ЕЕ» 

Қалыш тен а ЕДІ.) 
[Sri икон 


Gora rang Condo Unit 610 Korsan Ondo! (Hot water supply 4 Heating sytem) = Each room 
toes PHP ana SQ.M. Office FO R S A LE is equipped with automatic temperature controller; you can 
EL уам bas indi constant room temperature. Don? have lo worry about 


Water probem since uses natural spring water You can e 
arranged in Makati, in ізі a 


Ra | "шы ШЕ | | RESIDENTIAL CONDOMINIUM UNIT ыы 


73898 9139478) 4 

ады» Ene. | DM еді “Kingswood Makati Permanen spat LG Ee pipe Аии Мата 
z аан: pipes shouldbe replaced every 0-15 years due to rusting 

TORRENT (02) 725-1131 Condominium ‘but LG Excel pipes don't rusts they last forever. 


Ж Pablo Ocampo Street eee 
врал, E [WAREHOUSE] | easier | ОРЕ att nog 


к z tock aen direc imported from Korea. 
тор Ята, Tel. Nos.: 845-2202; 813-3829 
ARCHITECTS zul Ave.. Ойго, ОС. Meer 
Ts cl Amy Ramos : 
weorrenrackace- | OTT AN тарат 
Мын лата (арар 
TOUSES ме BULNGS FORLEASE 


717-1050 + 0922-3290818 1.0FFICE SPACES Living room is designed by Korean interior 
Seca Vag ussas бейет mith high ually LG LCD monitor 
‘TUTORIAL LESSOHS 2. STORE SPACES/ 
WAREHOUSES ROGAT Each Bathroom has shower booth 
mus ew von or Puch Sala Prom | sumere ж» 5 азер 
таи Mi | аса, EONDOILOTIBLDG tie 
Eod p an ENS manm 
adim [en 1 
(Озат) Bauan, Batangas “ > High quality Kiichen and Beaullul Dining Area tor > Spacious outdoor for parties and picnics with 
HOUSEHOLD 108S sie p]. 1M yup map сми», HEAR кклет caue Kien ипе! ises баре о 
raw ASIAWEALTH TOWER NEGOTIABLE qmm cama зылат ewe 
Sects TENDO E | саланы tese ees : Кто ЕТЕ 
- барше ie ery nes bun doses designed wih а Жы song Ма, Loaren Rit олені 
LT ато Ет SO UC dia Hospitals SGH BMC SLU 
ония мо соок вата 


Кт БЕГІН MCC : B m SIN PUNG ELEGANCE 


ЕҢСЕСІ 
Ser ner can 
Эх HighPoor bare жб Call/Text : 09062158459, 09213907189, 09185231709 
208 AANTENT 4 SALE микан wA) Ж Ө кшн n (for Korean Clients) 
waocornepsmEmisss CONDI SM @ бтв DAILYIVEEKLYMONTHLY a gf meng pet et 
киритни солт Зач авот BEND. CALLES AU рди НТА 
TANG SPACE FOR RENT Ir ee qua pit мар 


ae i As wm ro mv | 
‘Zor эм acing Goel PI Sm WANTED TO BUY RYKEROLL 


жене DOn ama mann Suaa RENT-A-VAN :- BER = 
жазда lot SAUPAL LAZA SEALCEDO | PARK. TOWER densior = 
Tanay, Ri 0817817064 РІЗ CALL Т8325М6 “На dr 54 SALERENT WE BUY al HIGH PRICE | 07 URVAN E ir uer ent a Dz s 
едната к Gades entere } aw A Mig Pim ROLEX |ESCAPADE | 852-1920 7 852-1930 
cscs ы C Neer Poari Plama Lagsafonelomr 10 М is a HERS Wan Cenir | 10 HOURS P1,800 
ми Garage Te 6325148 een 

pd 2 eRe SURES = Sara oem та [ed WITH DRIVER CAD OPERATOR. HEAVY EQUIPMENT 
e MEME Sadho Есі от 803 нитги MECHANIC - CIVIL ENGINEER 


Tm Manlia Pavilion Hotel MECHANICAL ENGINEER 
Baras 15H 1692:7759 Alg Rd к 09213497170 Not more than 40 years old; 1 yr. exp.;teensed 


E 
GAT LOC ACACIA LANE NA Goldcres Biag. ACCOUNTING CLERK р 
WACK GANHLLS РТ к  Glorietta-2, Makati Female; graduated / comp. IL; single: not more tain 


PVT УЫП PARK AVE. MANSION өзе 
эмен GOT assume bal GRDED EXCL CMPD fiiy үң HAN TEY syma 


TenostetteoesbonS Мово LOTS SLOTS E-CTIB Ариу 437-0 A. Juan St, San Juan 
ШЕТ wauenmes oes 0501008 WANTED TO BUY or eati 728-1114 
; Brew House & Lot Peeing "CASH LESS 10% DISC MOS SONE шк PEACE 
price 7.8M # 99Dona Josefa 51. LESS 5% DISC 12 MOS NO j8R BLVING FUAN 34mos W — ,ppT/ESSENSA/REGENTIOMP. Extrajudicial settlement among 
j poeza s 80а or ha. Мт BROKERS WELCOME MEL GAR ST 140709 SSERENORANNFINTWSOMA 1% Cr Lending 580140 — BUYING ROLEX hers of ше JULIA ORTEGA 
Erara heat nme. po Waverton on tu we a m onn, P, ЕТІПТІ 
.9203744:4557409,09153560644- ng "баб or Ene Bg 7269687«0917-8884040 Весе Notary Public Atty ORT nis 
GREENBET біт Contact -gESIDENTIALCOMM'L 1% Easy Cer Loan 4125M 2228 Pedo Genet Doe No 258 Page Notice is hereby given that the OPPORTUNI 
«BRAND NEW HOUSE. — — — — Marites 373-0407 Forbes/Dasma/BelAIr/AAV No 52  Serles 2007 estate of the late ELADIO 
ABR ад, низ па Жа би. ЕЛ Mes AN. 1% бенда ur Car sosdat [-rmmssmerecmümp Poh 15, 22 & 22, Н 
- FA ror LA Tea йыш SSRITTANY. PROJECTS PAWN'BUY"SELL | ^ ТА wes атыды seed ND Асста CLERKTVPET 
Е жай St. Varsity Hils Subd, BUYERS здан @Fo Mosaic @Mit 1% wout taking car 5318577 ea ptt ee stemet among Ns heke as per Dop. МР TATIOALL 010950078 
Loyola Mii. QC. Open Hse 09204308744 Ja pordaPortiCroesninds fd te eum d me me юш. 510 Page Х00 Book С! 
(SatSunjze tina атн TETON PROPERTIES C нышу ыш Sedem of 2007 under Notey SALES AGENT FOR MEDICAL 
arose? Ë Уеа таалаа WATCHES |. ене co нот, бри 
Тт PROPERTIES затна Ma ERROR. prm 


ыс 


% 
"BIRMINGHAM- эйи Gesnesiows Are Рба Jewelry & Diamonds om aster (PNA 22,298 og S 209) 
m ur rar] Белла типта настны fiant heit. qus conga qase 


Houses & Lots for Sale THOU 01781145 ——_———_>#81Calypso-Acro Sor 3 storey condo Gloriett Notice is hereby given thet 10ТМО «COMM INCENTIVES 
reca PX E Semana, | LS ы БАШЛЫ M AEN 
к-с сүй жалыныш жым | nee gee eae ot Шайып eg Dou 
Pag, in House Financing ЭРИМ È бе FORT D ше sps Abert Vilesenor & her hers per Doc. #395 Page The Multiple Inteligence Int 
Боба Макта 059130, ISUNAUITewsbossalDeplr Tdi wee иш th p79 бой П Sores 8 MU ов ig etam К 
eats shy seed song pert юш Muay Pie AY. pe par ot tg es 
rd Doe: Pageta Book ишн D Пецо of а ше шоп ора 
ийиш з a. SU Dasma Ct PL ae нн ton. үкен, ciground in education goo 
жш В юп ШШШ Pe Ay ооло Per PUN MIU) | ашады Send тыл ot 


‚Ыы а ылы! notes ETRAS 
Manlia аы 1—7 Сосо Fatty Acid Oi) 299 2 504 Мокен hereby ave tat о атай vewmtchiáphat 


1 ly EU 


-== 20 Ping Yu "€: the estate of the іше ALBERTO. ‘has been extrajudicisily 

Ch HI Re EE 
REAL ESTATE 6350713 (ofc hrs only) — exsoudiily sentes by the Before Notary Public Тә Multiple едете me 
am ugar ВЫЛЕТА  POYEAYIDA TOWERS DENE -— E D NE EAE 
Lr SP t LER. NEC Ie OD EIE: 
www.resort-living.net кирини Graysnke а USA Pape Кола Book No. sees oF Ge Poco or Han eae 


= r5 ar c ME C ct 
ATENEO RENTISALE 5842622 WAREHOUSE багала Aug $2007) z М Escaler Street Loyola 
FACTORY 8072172 09285056353 teg OC. ‘or emall www.mi- 


Bn al SBD 2e1 шем Naten в heey gun іші be кле 
Se Um Ex айты букы AM 22224 esa of the іше Lourdes B. - 


TRANSPORTATION ҒАЛАУ on Mey 20, Samebops GSM ЕСІ 
ТАПҚА SaaS 


ps 
Ee елі жын 
renti тэал FOR SALE ЕТЕК cyan) насі Restaurant к. 
Кетип шеші Gu ON P ошоп Ready to Operate 
тие 91СТ) RTSe2D 57483) of Cell 4539043 / 
CUBAO PLSM 100P Tys io DLUK 3808 m бык NEG 2000 EXPE 72KM ве одату of Desds ol Cuazon 99228895662 QC Area 2,000 Men Workers Wanted 
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REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST 
(CONSULTANT SERVICES) 


The Community and Family Services International (CFSI)', as Trust Fund Recipient, has received 
financing from the World Bank administered Mindanao Trust Fund for Reconstruction and Development 
Program which supports the post-conflict reconstruction and development in confict affected areas in 
Mindanao. 


To carry out the tasks for the First Phase of the Program (Capacity Building). CFSI requires the services 
of a Management Consultancy group who wil work closely and intensively with the Bangsamoro 
Development Agency (BDA), the Project Management Office (РМО) of the Program, for an initial 
period of twelve months In Cotabato City. 


The key tasks of the Management Consultant will include: () capacity building for BDA and local 
partners in overall program management for reconstruction and development program їп conflict 
"affected areas in Mindanao: (1) development and instalation of organizational systems in the areas 
‘of planning. budgeting, project development, human resource management, financial control and 
management, and procurement, and social and environmental safeguards; and (Н) setting-up of 
measures that wil help ensure compliance with the provisions of Program Partnership Agreements). 
Specifically, the Management Consultant Is expected to provide technical assistance in the form of 
the specialization and personnel in the following positions: 


1. Team Leader and institutional Development Specialist: The Specialist wil ( serve аз team 


SUNDAY, JULY 22, 2007 


PhilBIO 


NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 


Philippine Bio-Sciences Co., Inc. (^PhilBIO") is a technology provider 

of waste-to-energy system, products, technology, and services which 

utilizes bio-chemical treatment of wastewater contaminants. Together with 

its sister companies, Asia Biogas Company Limited and Clean Energy 

Development (Thailand) Company Limited, PhilBIO is the owner and * 
developer of the Covered In Ground Anaerobic Reactor or “CIGAR”, 

which is a type of anaerobic digester technology designed to recover 

methane gas and treat wastewater by means of bio-chemical processes. In 

the Philippines, the trademark CIGAR is the intellectual property of 

PhilBIO. 


Wit oiner development groups: (1) undertake continuing assessment and updating of guidelines 
"and procedures relating to human resource management, financial administration and control 
Budgeting, project monitoring and evaluation and Information systems maintenance; (Ш) be 
Tesponsibie for ensuring ай reports аге prepared satisactori and submitted in а timely manneriand 
(V) undertake other related tasks as assigned by the BDA MTF-ADP Program Manager. 


5 tions Specialist: The Specialist will () provide technical assistance and capacity- 
buiding interventions to the Central PMO on project management and supervision of reconstruction 
and development activities in confit affected areas in Mindanao; (I) serve as technical advisor 
1o Regional PMOs In project planning. implementation and management; (il oversee the 
enforcement and Improve, И necessary, implementation polices and standards, and procedures 
{or community-level activities; (М) supervise, coordinate, monitor and evaluate the performance of 
field advisors and conduct parodie workshops with them and other stakeholders on lessons learned 
to refine the approach and implementing strategies of the Program. 


'. Financial Management Specialist: The Specialist, іп coordination withthe Finance staff of the 
PMO. wil () perform analy review of expense accounts in support of monitoring and evaluation 
©! Program inputs and outputs, performance evaluation of local implementing partners units, 
planning and budgeting for succeeding periods; (i) oversee the implementation of necessary 
provements in the financial management system and initiate capacity building, mentoring 
Training activites and refresher courses for SDA зга! and community groups, as needed: (i) 
introduca and operationalize measures t ensure proper fund management of he community or Е 
es HT M E еа 2 The use of the trademark CIGAR is the exclusive right of PhilBIO, having 

been allowed registration thereof by the Philippine Intellectual Property 

Office. Pursuant to Philippine law, no person or entity may use the CIGAR 

trademark without the consent of PhilBIO. Should any person or entity 

violate this right of PhilBIO to use the CIGAR trademark exclusively, we 
are fully prepared and ready to pursue all possible civil, criminal, and 


administrative actions against such person or entity. 


Procurement Specialist: The Specialist, in coordination with the Procurement staff of the РМО, 
will () assist In ensuring consistent and efficient Implementation of procurement system and 
policies at the CPMO, РМО and community PO levels; (1) oversee the implementation of 
Recessary improvements in the procurement system and initiate capacity building, mentoring, 
{raining activities and refresher courses for BDA staff and community groups, as needed: (4) 
recommend measures to address any gaps and weaknesses in the procurement system; and (м) 
undertake other related tasks as assigned by the BDA MTF-RDP Program Manager. 


Monitoring and Evaluation Specialist: The Specialist wil () conduct continuing assessment and 
improvement of information systems and database management: (1) assist in enhancing and 
overseeing MIS development tasks in accordance wih noted gaps and agreed improvements in the 
information system and database; (1) review, integrale and simply to the extent pracicable project 
repont requirements, (ы) oversee the general implementation of all sub-projects vis-à-vis budget 
lization rates, and recommend measures to address the gaps: v) assist the PMES of the Central 
РМО in. analyzing the information obtained from reports submitted by the RPMOS and кот the 
Central PMO's own monitoring and evaluation activities, communicating the analyses to BDA 
management, and preparing the reports required by exlemal stakeholders, e.g. BDA Board of 
Directors, ТЕҢ, MTE-ROP Secretariat; and (4) coordinate with the Community infrastructure Engineer 
in the Inspection of community based Infrastructure during construction and post construction. 


со ru jineer: The Specialist wil ( provide technical advice on matters 
pertaining to the appropriate design, materials, standards, cost estimates, construction management 
Quality control and proper operation and maintenance of community-based infrastructure during 
"üporalsal, implementation and completion, and O&M phases; () monitor the work of LGU engineers, 
focal pariners, and community groups in implementing community-based infrastructure; (1) j 
ensure that social and environmental safeguards are observed during the appraisal, implementation 
‘Completion and operation phases of community-based infrastructure; and (iv) provide orientation. 
training end refresher courses on technical aspects of the Program where needed 


‘The Finance and Procurement Specialists wil be on halftime basis. The other Specialists wil be on 
a ulme basis. They wil all report 10 the BDA MTF-ROP Program Manager and wil be based al the 
BDA Headquarters in Cotabato City. 


Management Consultancy groups Interested іп providing above services must provide information 
indcalng that they are quallied to perform the services (brochures, description of similar assignments, 
experience їп similar conditions, avallabily of appropriate skills among siall, etc). The Management 
Consultant wil be selected іп accordance with the procedures set out in the Program guidelines 
(based on World Bank's Guidelines: Selection and Employment of Consultants by World Bank 
Borrowers). Preference will be given to consulant personnel from Mindanao and those who have 
Experience working in conflct-atfected areas of Mindanao. 


Kalaw Sy Selva & Campos 
Counsel for Philippine Bio-Sciences Co., Inc. 
West Tower 2106A, Philippine Stock Exchange, 
Exchange Road, Ortigas Center, Pasig City 
Metro Manila 


Interested Management Consultancy groups may obtain further information at the address below 
during office hours (0900 to 1700). 


Expressions of interest must be delivered or submited electronical at the address below by August 

рар ee Roel س‎ wil ory bo тырдан of im кый Sam.” PRIME PROPERTIES FOR LEASE/SALE 

QUEZON оту 

House & Lot 

Balita Street, West Triangle near SM-West 

LA - 657 sqm 

FA = 441 sqm (3BR, 3 T8B, 2 car garage, wi Maid's Room 
and Driver's Quarter) 


‘GSI is a twenty-five year old humanitarian organization committed to peace and social development. 
Based In the Philippines but working interationaly, CFSI serves as Trust Fund Recipient for Phase 
Опе of the MTF-RDP. 

jee Pandacan, 1881 Quirino Extn. near Philippine Columbian 


Procurement Committee J FA = 137 sqm. 146 sqm (2BR & ЗВА units available) 
Community and Family Services International 
МСС-РО Box 2733 

Makati Сау, Metro Manila 


Marbella 2 (Penthouse), Roxas Boulevard near US Embassy 
(02)8101040; procurement@-cfsi.ph 


FA = 283 sqm (286 uni) 

PARARAQUE 

Resd' Vacant Lots. 

Filinvest Estate Homes near Vera Mal-Sucat 
LA = 206 sqm — 333 sqm (only 4 lots remaining) 


МАКАТ! 

Resd' Condo 

Cor. Pierce and Medina Sts. near Walter Mart-Pasong Tamo 
FA= 71 sqm - 86 sqm (28А units available) 


Republic of the Philippines 
NATIONAL HISTORICAL INSTITUTE 
NHI Blág., T.M. Kalaw St, Ermita, Manila 


BULLETIN OF VACANT POSITIONS. 
(In compliance with RA 7041) 


HISTORY RESEARCHER Il 56-14, item 


WANTED 
FOR IMMEDIATE HIRING 


SALES REPRESENTATIVES 
FOR HIGH-QUALITY, AFFORDABLE AND 
IN-DEMAND INTERIOR MATERIALS 


PASIG 
Office Space 


JMT Corporate Condo infront of Podium & SM Megamall 
FA=1,236 sqm 


Ritz Towers infront of Rustar's-AyalalGlrieta 
FA=263 sqm (3BR unt) 


No. NH-NCCAC-HTRYR2-12-1998. Bachelor's 
degree; 1 year of relevant experience; 4 hours of 
‘elvan raining; Career Service ProessonalSecond 
Level Ett. 


HISTORY RESEARCHER ІІ 56-14, пет 
No. NHINCCAC-HTRYR2-1-1998. Bachelor's 
degree; 1 year of relevant experience; 4 hours of 
relevent training; Career Service Professional Second 
Level Training. 


HISTORY RESEARCHER ІІ 56-14, item 
No. NHI-NCCAC-HTRYR2-26-1998. Bachelor's 
degree; 1 year of relevant experience; 4 hours of 
relevent training; Career Service Professional Second 
Level Eigibiiy. 


SHRINE GUIDE 56-06, (ет No. NHI- 
NCCAC-SHRG-16-1998. Completion of 2 years 
‘studies in college; Experience none required; Training 
none required; Career Service Sub-ProtessionalFirst 
Level Eiigibiity. 


Inlerested and quaifed applicants may apply n perosn. 
of send Comprehensive Resumé, 2x2 pholo and 
Transcript ot Records tothe National Historical Instit, 
NHI Bldg, T.M. Каан St, Ermita, Manila. Deadline 
for submission of applications is on August 2, 2007. 


FOR SALE 


4 Lot P7.5m 
Ке ЕСІ өн 
In D ium Pienen 
fena суры tage Saget 
‘reg E к е 
салмак сене 
"n ice 
pr 
етта 
Meera Onno асаа 
[7] ЕЕ 


1 LoT Pom 
Емен стек tuum tee 


CALL 09285067538/0920544659 


+ Male or female, communicative w good interpersonal 
skis not more han 30 years cid 

. Seit-motivated, can work wi не supervision 

Extensive contact W contractors, architects and 
designers an advantage 

«Содан pate эга corporate instiutons a b3 
ps 

Successful applicants wil receive salary. allowance 

ЕЕРЕЕ ЕСАБ 
fo worn done (Php 25,000 and up) 


ACCOUNTING STAFF 


+ Graduate of BS Commerce, Major in Accounting 
* With good analytical mind, alert, quick learner 
* Indusinous, commitment at work 

^ Can work under pressure, wiling o render overtime if 

required 
+ Good moral character, pleasing personality 
Sand complete resume with iranseript cf records and recent 
шие 
WORLD CLASS LAMINATE, ING 


параз тас 
Us LL] 
112 Panay Avenuo, Sout Trangia. Quezon Cy 


West Tower along Makati South Super Highway 
Paced een TU (JER лан шін le) 
CANTA 
Lots (Comm /Resd use) 
Kasibulan Village near MAKRO 
Comm'/Office Space LA = 539 sqm and 986 sqm (4 lots available) 
Globe Telecom Plaza 1 8 2 near Robinson's-Pioneer 
ing distance to EDSA-MRI 
ber pena pony E E Also available: 
Commercial/Residential Lots, House & Lot in Naga City, 


Davao City, Zamboanga City and Bataan 


We entertain brokers} 


Г For inquiries, please contact Liza Zamora ог 
L| мв. ity Santiago at Tel. Nos. 888-3249 or 
ПП 5553259 and 816-7401 from Monday to 


SALON 
JOB 
WENEED 

* Pedicurist 

* Nail / 

Hair Stylist 

Tel, (02)721-1359 


Notice is hereby given go the public that Mr. RICHARD 


TELECOM COMPANY 
LOOKING FOR 
SERIOUS BUSINESS 
PARTNERS FOR ON 
GOING PROJECT 
MINIMAL INVESTMENT 
LUCRATIVE INCOME 
4148221 * 4109902 + 


09217750238 D4- uty 22. 2000) 


Friday. 


Exhausted of Call Centers and 


Graveyard Shifts? 


Regular, entry-level, fulltime positions in its Indexing and Abstracting 
Projects awaits you al Data Gateway Philippines Corp., an 
information processing company based in Quezon City. 
“The job promises an intellectually stimulating work with regular hours in 
a 5-day work week. You fit the job if you have: 

excellent analytical skills А reading comprehension 

above average aptitude in English writing/editing 


B. PALMERO, A.K.A. “DODONG”, is no longer connected 
with MAGIS ACADEMY, effective June 4, 2007. 


Mr. PALMERO (whose picture appears above) has been 
оп absence without leave (AWOL), with cause. 


Any transactions entered into by the aforesaid person, for 
and on behalf of MAGIS ACADEMY, will not be honored. 


— MAGIS ACADEMY Administration Office 


proficiency in basic English grammar and usage 

love for Reading and thirst for Knowledge 

a degree in JOURNALISM, MASS COMM, LIBRARY SCIENCE, 
CHEMISTRY ANDOR OTHER SCIENCE COURSES 

can start immediately 


Send comprehensive resumé to: 


UP Diliman P.O. Box 303 
ог emall to hrd@datagatewayph.com 
PREVIOUS APPLICANTS NEED NOT APPLY 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Repub otimo Philos 
Department of Environment and Natural Resources 
Mines and Geosciences Bureau 
Greens rt белі Mandaue Oy 
тамо StS 9557 3462278; 906 608 348-3909: 344-3046 

Faso. 46-9176 Erat - mgprcetoGmoncom com 


NOTICE OF APPLICATION 
OF SDV INTERNATIONAL EXPORT/MPORT 
FOR EXPLORATION PERMIT 
‘Notice в hereby given pursuant to Section 21 of DENR Administrative Order. 
(БАО) Мо. 9645, Seres of 1996, the Revised implementing Rules and 
Rogulations of Republic Act No. 7942. otherwise known as the “Philippine 
Mining Act of 19957, SDV INTERNATIONAL EXPORT/IMPORT, with ofc 
"areas ai Block 7; Lot 19, Grand Homes Subdivision, Grand Heights, 
San Roque, Antipolo City, Philippines has fled an application for Exploration 
Benni lor ine exploration of certain magnetite sand and other mineral 
resources and particulary described as follows: 
1. Application Number: EXPAQI-OMR-VI 
i  DeleolFüng : May 17, 2007 
Area Location: 
‘Municipality/City 
Province. 
Technical Description of the Area * £ 


CORNER LATITUDE 
09:25 00,000" 
Q9" 20:000007 
09: 23 45,0007 


LONGITUDE 
122° S7 300007 
122° 38 30.000" 
122° 39 00.000" 
122° 39 300007 


09" 22: 00.000" 
09722 00000" _ 
09° 22300007 
1097 22 20.000 


26 007 25° 000007 
Size of the Area: 8,288.0865 hectares 
Duration of the Permit 
“The permit shall be for a period not exceeding two (2) years 
from gate of issuance, renewable for a term of two (2) years each 
ulin no case shal the total exceed six (6) years. 
Vi. Extent of Operation to be Undertaken 
Exploration (Reconnaisance, Semi-Detailed and Detailed 
Surveys) of magnetite sand and other mineral resources. 
Any and all persons having adverse claims, protests andlor opposition to 
the above mentioned application (s) are hereby notified that their adverse 
eline should be fed within thirty (30) days trom the last date of publication, 
posing, rectly with the Regional Office concemed or through any concerned 
Eom onity Environment and Natural Resources Officer (СЕМЯО) or 
Provincial Environment and Natural Resources Officer (PENRO) ofthe DENR 
for ng in the Regional Office for purposes of its resolution by the Panel of 
Кыйтга and/or ihe concerned appellate body(ies) pursuant to the 
Drovisions of Republic Act 7942 and iis implementing Rules and Regulations. 
Poverse claims, protests or opposition should be accomplished in accordance 


A Sections 203 and 204 of DENR Administrative Order No. 06-40, Series 
Tose and a copy thereot shall be lumished to the applicanticontractor by 
the adverse claimant. 

For further particulars, apply or course your inquires to The Regional 
Director, Mines and Geosciences Bureau, Regional Office No. VII 
Greenplains Subdivision, Banilad, Mandaue Cily, Philippines. 


(Sgd.) ROGER А. DE DIOS 


ео вузда, 2007) OIC — Regional Director 


DREAMING OF YOUR OWN . 
: ENTERPRISES А 
WE HEP [ШШЕ D REAL 


jan Advocate of Micro-Enterpris: 


ing Aug. 1 
Call Nalin or JoJo at 2 
INSOL Development Foundation Inc. 
оп: (02) 9112067 1%) 
36a Main Ave., Cubao; О.С. 
email: insoladvantageepidtdsi net 


Personal Entrepreneurial Series 
‘Business Incubator Series . * 
Financial Management Series; | 
Market Growth Series 
Operations Efficiency Series 
'eople Leadership Series, 


GILBERTO “GILBERT” M. VILLARIN 


Please be informed that MR. GILBERTO M. VILLARIN, 
whose picture appears above, has been terminated 
for cause by PHILIPPINE BRITISH ASSURANCE 
COMPANY, INC. effective July 13, 2007. Any and all 
transactions entered into by Mr. Villarin after such 
date shall not be honored by the company. 


gnam ша 


POEA 24 -HR HOTLINES 722-1144 • 722-1155 


OBITUARIES 


Gn Joying Memory 


on the First Death Anniversary 
of 


CORDELLA LLAMAS 
DE LOS SANTOS 


Former Vice-Chairman, Board of Trustees, 
The University of Manila 


who passed away on July 22, 2006 


A Memorial Mass will be offered today, 
Sunday, July 22, 2007 at 11:00 am at 
‘THE UNIVERSITY OF MANILA CHAPEL, 
Dr. M.V. de los Santos St, Sampaloc, Manila. 
Other Mass Offerings: 
San Lorenzo Ruiz Minor Basilica 
National Shrine of the Holy Rosary ... 
‘St. Vincent's Church, Pacdal, Baguio City 
Lourdes Church, Baguio City 
Christ the King Parish, Quezon City .... 
Our Lady of Loreto Parish ................. 
St. Joseph the Laborer Church, Baguio City 
‘St. Anthony's Shrine е 
‘St. Jude Archdiocesan Shrine 
‘San Sebastian Parish ... 
‘San Miguel Parish Church .. 
‘Abbey of Our Lady of Montserrat 
‘Santa Cruz Parish — 
Minor Basilica of 
St. Peter's Church .. _ - 
Her family and 
‘The University of Manila Community 
request readers to join them in their prayers. 


530AM. 
545 AM. 
6:00 AM. 


4 x y 
Message of hanks ! 
We, the family of the late 


January 23, 1933 - July 1, 2007 
passed ашау peacefully in the grace of our Lord 
to join our Dad, BGen. Froilan Bulseco Alvior (Ret) 
express our heartfelt gratitude to those who condoled 
with us, offered Masses and prayers, sent flowers, cards 
and messages of sympathy, gave donations, visited and 
kept vigil, attended the funeral rites and memorial 
services, and who in countless ways helped and 
comforted us during our moments of bereavement 
Please continue to pray for her eternal repose in heaven. 
"God be with you on your journey home. 
We will miss you dearly.” 


"Lam the resurrection and the life, He who believes in 
‘Me will live, even though he dies; and whoever 
believes in Me will never die.” 

John 1125-26 


Benjamin R. Leetiaoco 


peacefully joined our Creator on 
July 19, 2007 at the age of 67. 


His bereaved wife Genara;son Andrew 
Benjamin; brothers and sisters Ernesto, 
Juanito, Juliet, Rosita, Lota and in-laws 
Rutchi, Miguel, Bibiano, Francisco as 
well as nephews and nieces. They and 
other relatives request the pious readers 
to pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 
His remains lie in state at the 
Sanctuarium, #739 G. Araneta Avenue, 
Quezon City. 

Cremation will take place on 


Wednesday, July 25, 2007, 8:00 a.m. at 
Sanctuarium. 


SUNDAY, JULY 22, 2007 


REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES 
PARTIDO STATE UNIVERSITY 
‘Goa, Camarines Sur 
Telefax No. (054) 453-18-11 


NOTICE OF SEARCH & CALL FOR APPLICATII 


“The Board of Regents formally and publicly announces that the 
the Presidency of Partido Stato University is RE-OPENED. 
MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS. 
Filipino citizen; 
Halder of an EARNED doctorate degree in any academic led relevant 
to the mission and mandate of ће Universit 
Must have five (5) years relevant managerial and administrative 
experience; 
Recognized leadership in his/her profession; 
Moral upright and never been convicted of any crime involving moral 
turpitude: and 
‘Shall nol be 61 years old at the time ofthe deadline of submission set 
for application 
VALID DOCUMENTS REQUIRED (Six (6) Copies) 
«Letter of intentiorvapplicaton 
Detailed Curriculum Vitae and all supporting documents 
£ Proposed vision, mission and thrust for the University 
1 Clearance from Police, NBI, Ombudsman, Sandiganbayan and СМ! 
Service Commission 
« Ful daciosure of al administrative, criminal andlor chvil cases fled 
[ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR THE FINAL CANDIDATES 
Medical certificate and result ol neuro-psychiaric examination shall be 
asked from the final candidates who shall be recommended tothe PSU Board 
of Regents. 
Applications are requested to be submitted on or before August 22, 2007. 


Ms. Leih Anne R. Odoño 
Board Secretary V 
Partido State University 
‘San Juan Bautista St, Goa, Camarines Sur 


arch for 


ҒЫ 
Ж SOCIAL SECURITY COMMISSION 
Makati City 
GLORIA M. ARCEGA, 
Раоа, 
versus- 
MARCELINA SANTOS and 
SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM 
Respondents. 


SUMMONS 
MS. MARCELINA SANTOS 
GREETINGS 

You are hereby required to fe within fiteen (15) days from the dale ol publication. 
ofthis Summons with the Office of the Clerk of Ihe Commission, 12h Floor, SSS 
(Makas) Building, 6782 Ayala Avenue comer Rufino Street, Макай Cily, your Answer 
1o he Рейоп fed by petitioner Gloria М. Arcega for benefits accruing from the death 
ol SSS member Simeon M. Arcega Ji. 

You are further required о serve а copy of your Answer upon the petitioner 
a1 5574 Hipodromo St, Olympia, Makati City and upon Atiy. Stella B.G. Valentona- 
inacay of SSS Makali Branch 1 Office at ECC Blág., 355 Sen. Gil Puyat Ave. 
Makati City 

Vf you fal to answer within ће ime prescribed above, һе Hearing Commissioner, 
тау Upon motion of the petitioner or motu-propi, declare you in default and shall 
forthwith proceed to receive the petitioner's evidence ex-parte and thereafter 
recommend io the Commission either the granting or denial of the pellon as the. 
evidence may warrant. 

50 ORDERED 

Makati Слу, Philippines, June 20, 2007 


SSC Case No.10-17263-06 


cr x 


‘SOCIAL SECURITY COMMISSION 


POWERBOOKS GOES TO ONE ALGON PLACE 
Powerbooks held its planning session at The One Algon Place 
Foundation Inc. оп July 8-10, 2007. Shown are from right Mr. 
Rudin Gonzales ІІ, TOAPFI executive director, and Mr. Gabriel 


Licauco, general manager of Powerbooks. For inquiries, regarding 
facility rent please call 6800-6120 to 21 or 809-2457 / 0917- 
5555030 and look for Cel Casas-Gonzales. 


More Classified Ads 


Municipality of Medina . Page A29 
Municipality of Malay . Page A29 
Commission on Elections. . Page A29 


OBITUARIES 
[RE a 
| JOSEFINA QUERUBIN-VELASCO 


who passed away in the grace of our Lord on July 13, 2007. 
We, the family and relatives wish to express our deep gratitude 
and appreciation to all those who condoled with us, offered 
masses and prayers, and who in countless ways helped апа | 
comforted us in our moment of bereavement. 
“Whoever serves Me must follow Me; and where Тат, 
My servant also will be.” 


aa E 
DR. MANUEL 5. ZULAYBAR © 
А “Maning” t 
| ef ol is Ctr an iy 18 208 | 


Dea Rae 
PASTOR P. BARTIDO 
пао 
CUM 
His body lies at Rizal 


нылышы иясы Pda Stags Мето Hane, 
ткт жшн 
y SASARAN be LB pan. Mam a de Oor Lay of he 
eniro Синд, Mark. 
тистин toe Di 22,20) алы Loyola Men 
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OBITUARY REQUIREMENTS: Ө Copy of Death Certificate Ө Any identification document (L.D.) 


SUNDAY, JULY 22, 2007 
Philippine Copyright 1995 


Wu, lobmartiotentine.cony 


JOBMarket is excustvey for job advertisements. 


"This special section comes FREE with your copy of the 


published every Sunday and 
distributed n key els 


e 


RATES (R-VAT exclusive) 
245 per column centimeter 
DEADLINES 

for reservations / cancellations / corrections 


very Sunday 


.quirer [m name/city/message. Send to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


Watch out for 
our third Jobfair 


Caravan on 


August 4 at the 
Riverbanks Center 
(beside Figaro) 
Marikina City 


METRO MANILA 
Ms. Liezel R. Noma 

Ms. Camille D. Francisco 
Ms. Abby T. Jaurigue 

3r. Philamlife Building. 


© years of сой 


lust possess excellent. 
command of оға H 

14. | and written English 

+ Must have completed at least 2 


* Must be proficientlin) 


Big news Is, ICT bags another whopper. 
Size XL. Jumbo jet proportions. 


What's іп it for уои? Two words: 


rewards’ 


and "big". What’s more, the grind stops 
when the sun sets. Fixed day shift. 


Want a piece of the action? 


P 


ge educationii 


i] 


the use of computer] - 


and various applications 
+ Must be willing ta 


a fast-paced, 


dynamic environment” 
* Customer focused, 
keen on details 


* Previous customer 


service experience 
ап advantage but 


NORTH LUZON: 
TUGUEGARAO AUTOMATED INS. CTR 
ary G. Вайл) от 
Woy О Bungan 
2 Yro вто, obe St 


UN Avenue, Ermita, Manila 


Hotline: (02) 526-9408 


|| Phiamiie.Recrutment&aig com 


Interview on July 23-28, 


(Mon. - Wed. only) between 


9:00AM to 12NN. 


Visit any of our branches 
for more information. 


member of 


| American International Group, ne. 


2007 fice ors e 

А 
Ик woma GEN: 
ose a 
sou Pongal 
oie oe 


ЕН 


Properly onc. 
* Property ечен. f 


Mur 
Where you 
find the best. 


Read it every Sunday 


ША 


Dare to ash. Be an Inquirer. 


RECORDS CLERK/BOOKKEEPER 
* College graduate preferably 
‘Accounting Major 
+ 1 yr. experience in similar field 
* Knowledge in Basic computer operations 
MS Excel, Quickbooks, Quicken 
For Interested parties, please submit 
resumé and apply in person from 
900 a.m. to 4:00 pm. at: 
760-B East St, 
Barangay Addition Hills, 
Mandaluyong City 
Tel. No. 7239787, 7216291 


not required. 


Ве а Yogo, 


сап also reach us 


ICT hotline: 


Find A Gareer In Here. 


Thursday 12:00 noon 


Take advantage of this rare opportunity to join the country's premier life insurer. 


Philamlife is looking for Sales Associates who want to succeed in life. 
We offerthe best compensation package and training program. 


Tf you are between 21 to 45 years old, graduate of any 4-year course, with excellent communication skills 
and has an existing network, call us at the Philamlife office nearest you, Or send your bio-data/resume 
together with а 1x1 picture. Limited slots available. 


Partner ONLY with the BEST. 


SOUTH LUZON: 


BATANGAS REGIONAL OFFICE 
Me Loreto "Ka Io C. битпен or 

М Fora un" М Marasigan, or: 

Phiri бил. Kumang ba 

Чопа! way Batangas Cay 

Homne (043) 250410 

SAN PABLO REGIONAL OFFICE 

Ме Antonio Tony C аз tapes. 

Ман Monson Rizal Avenue, San Pablo CRY 
Helin 049) 502-1971 

DASMARIÑAS AUTOMATED INS, CTR. 
Mr Rodalo Rudy S Rayos 

Znd Коо. ana Bone ting 


VISAYAS: 


CEBU REGIONAL OFFICE 
Me Randal acto 


Hating (0321 25.0628 


М; Doles "Doyo. Y Tanty 
Phi Glin. Galo cor Lacson Sis, 
Bacolod сау. Negros Occidental 
Fine (034) 433-3421 bal 32011 
ILOILO REGIONAL OFFICE 

Mr Amico Оек алто 


бойле (038) 3373243 


‘Agunalda Highway, Dasmarinas, Сәбе 
Әлде. (048) 210-4302 


Bancassurance 


WANTED 
COMPUTER PROGRAMMERS 


* Male, single, 21-23 years old 

* Fresh graduates are welcome 

* Willing to work long hours and willing 
to travel 


FOR IMMEDIATE HIRING 
Bring Requirements (Resumé & TOR) 
Apply in person at BOHER EMISSION 
526 Nueve de Pebrero 
Mandaluyong City/Tel. No. 5348257/58 
Look for Beth/haz 


Plame Busan, Osmana Boulevard, Cebu Cy 


BACOLOD AUTOMATED INS. CTR. 


мате Buiging. бюз Rama St ollo Cy olo 


MINDANAO: 
DAVAO REGIONAL OFFICE 

Ms Anagel ‘Jey L Ledesma or 

Me Enmetne ene DG Aimane, 

Ратне Botang Rs St, Davao iy 
Топто 602 2210309 өшін 20212 
CAGAYAN DE ORO REGIONAL OFFICE 
Ite Angola Mog Arg C. Das 

RETI ue еы Yen anor 

Ti Ecjem Sy Cageren se Ою Сау 

tod (odar вос оа 

GEN. SANTOS AUTOMATED INS. CTR. 
И Roan H Бото 

Premade Buln, Pioneer Avenua 

Сеп. Sarias Cay Sout Coetu 

Hine (0808228437 


NOW HIRING 
MECHANICS / ELECTRICIANS 
FOR HEAVY EQUIPMENT 
* Atleast 2 years experience 
Not more than 48 years old 
Willing to be assigned at Caluya, Antique 
Free board and lodging, transportation 
allowance 
8 days vacation (н/рау) every 2 months for. 
regular employees. 
‘Apply at : Asiapac Equipment Corp. 
Б-д Bagulo Road Philam Homes 
Quezon City 1104 
Phone No. 4166467 


FABMIK CONSTRUCTION & EQUIPMENT co, Nc. 


Immediate hiring of: 


(2) Electrical 
(2) Mechanical Licensed Engr. 


*oyens old min., have at aast 3 years experiance in 
constuction 


Contact Person: Marcelino Dela Cruz 


» 


Join ; -)- Flight Attendants (Cabin crew) 


At AirAsia, People are our greatest assets. 

We believe in empowering even their wildest dreams because we know that nothing is impossible. 4000 talented, unconventional, determined 
and very passionate individuals are the reasons why we are Asia's leading Low Fare airline. We believe and share one philosophy - 

One People, One Culture, One AirAsia, One Family. 

If you've always wanted to make a difference, step out now and make the change. 


Absolutely Essential : Requirements : 
Happy, fun personality Age :between 20 and 30 years old 
Inexhaustible smiles Height (ladies): min. 157 cm, max. 170 cm barefoot 
Boundless energy Height (men): min. 170 cm, max. 180 cm barefoot 
Humility Eyesight: 20/20 vision 
Genuine interest to serve people University graduate 
Fluent spoken English and Bahasa Malaysia Dress code: smart casual (ladies: knee-length skirt only) 
Good communication skills 


Benefits include: 

© A chance ofa lifetime to be part of the most progressive airline in Asia 
© Very attractive remuneration package 

* Free flights 


Those with experience in customer service are encouraged to apply. Proficiency in other languages is an 
added advantage. 


Please bring along: 

© Original and copies of ID & Passport 

е 1 recent colour head 8 shoulder photograph (passport size) 

е 1 recent colour full-body photograph (postcard size) z TET 

© Original & Copies of education and other relevant certificates E ї iy zy? euis 


MEEA CORA] 


Ф% 
‚‚ AGU 
Now Everyone Сап Fly 


[ The international Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) is an 
| impartial, neutral and independent organization whose exclusively 
“ H 1 55 humanitarian mission is to protect the lives and dignity of victims of 
е got our lives back! КЕН 
Du eee erre 

| humanitarian law and universal humanitarian principles. | 


Get your life back with Acquire Asia Pacific. 
- DAYSHIFT! The ICRC Delegation to the Philippines is looking for suitable candidates to ШІ our vacancies for: 


* Above Industry Compensation and Benefits Package This position is based in Davao | This positon is based in Manila. | This position is based in Mania. 


* Premium Pay for Experience H || o 
+ Limitless Opportunities for Growth "m LOGISTICS ASSISTANT FIELD OFFICER 
Ч Main Besnonsibllties: Main Responsibilities 


" { || Main Responsibilities: | The Logistics Assistant is under | The Field Officer will assist the 
Work with SOOO) the fastest growing telco in Australia. Get that dodo fever and The MFO ма work drecty under | Ihe “Supervision. of ne | delegate in runing el aces 
А 5; и : ЕО ано е Externe | Айти. HelShe provides | may lor Luzon. He/She wi 
fly high with a competitive compensation and a healthier lifestyle. ШЕНЕУ ЛДЫ ы 

Deepa ропот ре овоме | incsmeratvaossng eu | ^ and. monitoring О the 

Dres fy BACs menca а ЕС |  Ronantatan stato in the 

usar MCI ana generat sono 
ЕРЕКЕ ЕКСЕ 

Мади кенше oe | fesse artes Mate |, ЖЕП атада 


Operations; Support: SEES ee as cae Sone, nee 
) 3 Thank мештен! and |“ Organizes and exeeutes |, СОМ pe сяс in 
OUTBOUND SALES AGENTS Project Recruiters К Intervention nthe detention | customs learance and таты! | ° promoting and disseminaiing 


program and for displaced | оп forwarding of reel tems. 


TECHNICAL SUPPORT AGENTS Leadership and Dev't. Trainer B population He/She will also assi (redisse deste qa 


Humanitarian Law, se wel as 
Aamnsestoron seus ле: 
Team Leaders | по терма and matonancet |, Хез п esiablihing and 
Operations Director банкаа зинад Qualicatons: | “өлсе, 44 Ce | mining contact wih 
р A -  Prelerably a Medical Doctor |= Supports Mania, Davao and | Individual beneficiaries. 
Client Services Manager | ттл | Zamboanga in all opistics | (cual crgentzallons: 
Quality Assurance Specialist ал адеалаае. tani көше focal айланы. and hd 
тала net in tho |* implements and runs complex | 19281 вилов, алд tne 
22706 тесе held апа т working |. доз procedures 
Qualifications: "i the administration ot |- Negotiates” complex | Desired Sills А Qualifications: 
For Operations: At least 6 months call center experience handling international accounts healt and medical rucures БЕСІ А © = + University degree or 
с е (ine Popes ап | + сима anat eam |> Sold professional experience 
For Support: At least 1 year of experience in the same capacity. боой сотта о Guess |" Paricipales in budget | in similar fields of өсіміне, 
ILLE саман 1 humanitarian 
Sood reporting sks i Engish Sisseminatovecitiate г 
{emer and sete?) omer | Desired Skila А qualificatians: | | зу desrabe 
(MS Word, Excel & Power |, University degree preferably in ^ Engien. Tagalog ar nd seyan. 
Poing business administration, | « Good knomedge o! compuier 
Good interpersonal skills and. accountancy and/or any and Windows package (MS. 
еее develop а network of logistics related courses Word, Excel & PowerPoint) 
та: ‘Years work experiences in | « Good communication, 
Felaieandorgetztgerson | Similar "unction їп en |" negotalon and inorpersonai 
tet cases and'accursie | momin company! Ж 
Management в herocors |. Fini wien and spoken | « Wel organiz 
Дене and open-minded |^ бо u eae. pan tr. 
sonal . боо analyical and computer | ` evaluate’ and 
Good working spirt and abaty |" ваз Information trom ‘ferent 
холо т anilematonal and |. Valle driver's license and | sources and assess situations: 
Rusia oan Sng тергеген боой sense ol responsi | 
iy to ravel extensively |. Серт io тише and |7 and арту to work 
9 {plement ICAC poles апа | Independent 
Wm отип experience and | procedures « Role to work under pressure 
vac arver s teense . оов working relations and | " and cope wih sires, aieo in 
abiy io "work. Im an | осиб areas. 
international and “mult: |. Vand drivers license and 
sapina team жедел бмр sits 
|: Bast knowegge of MPEX 


Career Opportunities: 


Previous experience working within the Intemational Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Movement andior other intemational humanitarian organisations, 
Strongly motvated to humantanian work 


Good compensation 
Send your resume to. Interesting, rewarding work 


Careers agent@acquireap com - for Agent positions 22 Komannarian and international environment 
Careers.nonagent@acquiteap com - for Non Agent positions ‘Qualified applicants are requested to submit their comprehensive resume, recent NBI clearance, a copy of 
‘or Log on to vers leanee and explain тен letter Mel motivation and interest in ne positon as well as salary 


fexpectation tothe adress below not iater than 31 July 2007 1o: 
www acquireasiapaci ‘The Adminstrator. ICRC, SF Erechem В, Salcedo сог. VA Fino Sis. Legaspi Vilage, Makati City Or by 
оттай to: lorc, manila yahoo.com ph. 


Оту short-listed candidates will be contacted. 


Good things are meant to бе shared 
Grab your slice of great careers! 


The Fastest Growing BPO Company 


APPLY NOW! 


Customer Service Associates (Pasay City assignment) 


Multiple Inbound Accounts (Technical Support and Inbound Sales) 


* Preferably graduates of any four-year course 


* Must have at least 1 year of customer service, sales, or technical experience 


* Previous experience in a shift work environment preferred. 


Level 1 Technical Support Associates Novaliches желек 


* Preferably graduates of any four-year course 

* With excellent communication skills in English 
* With strong comprehension and listening skills 
* With basic troubleshooting skills 

* Preferably with technical support experience 


Leadership and Business Support Positions: 


PASAY CITY OPENINGS 
* Accent and Conversational English (ACE) Coaches 
“ Accent and Conversational English (ACE) Trainers 
* Human Resources Coordinator / Assistant (Data Management) 
Real Time Monitoring Specialists 2 
* Team Leaders 


NOVALICHES OPENINGS 
* Level 2 Technical Resolution Specialists 
ссепі and Conversational English (ACE) Coach 
cent and Conversational English (ACE) Trainers 
* Customer Experience Coach 
Human Capital Delivery (Human Resources) Generalist 
* Reporting Analyst 
* Pro 
* Quality € 
* Team Le: 
* Training Coordinator 


T АСЫ 


Тһе со career gateway i, 


wate APPLICANTS ARE ALSO ACCEPTED 
5 Visit our delivery centers: 


Pasay City office 
Building F, SM Corporate Offices, 
SM Central Business Park 
(fronting Mall of Asia) 
Pasay City, Metro Manila 


Novaliches office 
Levels 1 & 2 
Robinsons Place Novaliches 
Quirino Highway сог. Maligaya Rd., 
Quezon City 


* Pasay * Fort Bonifacio * Novaliches • Cainta * Lipa * Dumaguete * Bacolod • Cebu * Bacoor • Iloilo ° 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


rhet 


SUNDAY, JULY 22, 2007 


ARE YOU A GAMER? 


APPLY NOW 


. EXCLUSIVE JOB FAIRS 


Juv 26 & 27, 2007 10 AM ro 3PM 
Зр Р.оок Activity Center Au Mau, Cueao, QC 


Ju 31, 2007 


12NN ro 3PM 


CINEMA 6 - Rosinsons GALLERIA 


4th fir. ELJ Communications Center, ABS-CBN Compound, Mo. Ignada Ave., Quezon City 
Email: manilarecruitment@ncogroup.com 981-7558 to 60,981-7564 


INE HEART CENTER 


ions for 


edited by Pt 
mate in Pe 
п. CV Anesth 
ш. Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery Division 
- Sideney in General Surgery accredited by PCS (Board 
lige 
RESIDENCIES : (For Medical Board Pa 
L Nuclear Medicine Division 
Il. Biological & Clinical Laboratory 
Ш. CV Radiologie 
IV. 1 year Fellowship Program 
1 Radiology 
2 Nuc 
3. Biological & Clinical Laboratory 
p on Angust 


sited by PBA (Board 


ndation with at least one letter written by 
f the previous Training Programs 
il not bea 
picture 
IDES G. PANLILIO, M.D. 
at Manager I 


LITONJUA-DE CASTRO GROUP OF CO. 
JOB OPENING: 


HEAD ACCOUNTANT 
ж Certified Public Accountant (CPA) 
ж With 5 yrs. experience in Accounting or Auditirig work 
* Proficient in PC-base software applications 


BOOKKEEPER FOR RETAIL / EXPORT 
ж Accounting Graduate 
* 3yrs. experience in retail / export related works 


BOOKKEEPER 
m Accounting graduate 
3 yrs. experience in bookkeeping or any related accounting works 
knowledge їп MS Office application 


Interested applicants may personally submit their resumé and other 
pertinent documents at: Sth fir. Adspot office, 108 Tordesilas 
Salcedo Village, Сау. Tel. Мо. 893-0257 / 817-2285 


nd deploys 


зок aor 
‘and be able to organi 


CREW ASIA, INC. 
crewasia@into.com.ph 

Unit 407 Cebu Holdings Ctr, Cebu Busi 

Cardinal Rosales Ave., Cebu City, 


and the 
expertise to train 


IELTS” TOEIC| 


| TOEFL -iBT 
| 


Katipunan Avenue | Esteban comer Dela Rost 
Legaspi Vilage 


soma 


m, 
Madrigal Busnes ur 


WANTED IMMEDIATELY 


UNTING TECHNICIAN 


A foreign assistance organization has an immediate need 
an ACCOUNTING TECHNICIAN. The incumbent 
sional accounting duti 
yzing and reconciling of accounting 
joing financial 
accounting reports. In relation to this, cumbent will 
participate and coordinate with the concerned offices in the 
anization for financial policy matters and implementation 
plans and activities. Completion of college degree in 
counting or bookkeeping is required. From 3 to 4 y 
vely responsible experience in ac 
„ bookkeepin sely-related accounting 
el tance organization i 
desirable. He/She must have the ability to comprehend and 
to properly apply to the accounting process the various and 
detailed technical program regulations, terms and conditions. 
A good command of both written and spoken English is 
essential. The ability to effectively use MS Excel and MS Word 
is required. 


Competitive salary (including mid-year and year-end bonuses), 
health and life insurance, supplementary retirement plan are 
offered. 


Application letter with 2x2 photo and comprehensive resumé 
ust be received no later than August 3, 2007. 


Human Resources Division 
P.O. Box EA 423 
1000 Ermita, Manila 


ADSPOT, INC. 
JOB OPENING: 
SALES / MARKETING OFFICER 


With 5 yrs. experience in sales / marketing in out-ol 
Existing clients for Out-Of-Ho 

Knowledge in PowerPoint pr 

Excellent in communication & interpersonal skills 


BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT OFFICER 
Has existing clients for corporate events, product sampling & 
merchandisin, 
With atleast 3 yrs. experience as Bus. Development Manager. 
Excellent presentation skills and PowerPoint 
Excellent іп communication & interpersonal skill. 
Interested applicants may e-mail their resumé @: 
Info@adspot.biz or send at Adspot, Inc. Office, 
108 Tordesillas St., Salcedo Village, Makati City. 
Tel. Nos. 893-0257 / 81722-85 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Market 


SUNDAY, JULY 22, 2007 


EVERYBODY'S TALKING ABOUT 
THE HOTTEST REAL ESTATE COMPANY TODAY 


“Since (Lucio) Tan is popularly known as the Philippine beer, tobacco and airline 
magnate, many were surprised with his sudden entry into the property sector, But 
unknown to many, the Chinese-Filipino tycoon has been in the real estate business in 
Guam, Hongkong and China as early as the mid-1980s. In fact, Eton Properties 
Philippines, Inc. is the name аке of Eton Properties Ltd., Tan's Hongkong- and 
China-based property firm.” | 


TON 


Eton Properties Philippines, Inc. 


Building with Pride 


- Roy G. Acosta, Philippine Graphic. 


We are looking for licensed brokers, marketing groups 
and broker companies to partner withus ih the 
marketing of our various projects. We have allocated an 
initial P10 Billion for our projects in the next few years. 


Join us for a briefing of our new project 


ETON EMERALD LOFTS 


Please call: 
ERWIN FLORES 


Thursday, 26 July 2007, 2:00 pm to 5:00 pm 
at McDonald's Shell Emerald, Emerald Street, 
Ortigas Center, Pasig City (in front of Meralco) 


750-6331 or 750-591 2/13 loc. 104 
Email: brokersnetwork@eton.com.ph 


We are looking for 
Customer Service ona 
Sales Coordinators. | 


manage soles reception counter 


Responsibilities: Receive phone сой and 
customer inquies, provide customer 
service, prepare sales reports and 
conduct product presentations 


Qualifications: Female, at least 2 years in 
college, presentable, hands-on in basic 
computer and internet. Good mental 

| aptitude and verbal skiis. Good 
Interpersonal and work ethics. 


| Report for Interview: 12:30 to 7:00 PM. 
| Monday and Tuesday at Room 1408 / 1409 | 
Jolibee Plazo, F. Ortigas Jr. Road. 
Ortigas Avenue, Pasig City 


GLOBAL ACADEMY 


CULINARY & HOSPITALITY 


IMMEDIATE HIRING!!! 


THE FASTEST GROWING SCHOOL 
IS IN NEED OF: 


CHEF INSTRUCTORS 


FULL-TIME / PART-TIME 


INTERESTED APPLICANTS CAN 
SUBMIT THEIR RESUME 
THROUGH E-MAIL: 


global academyph G yahoo.com 
OR CALL 638.59.49 / 638.61.83 


An NGO working lor the welare of workers in ine 
informal sector is in need ol Finance Officer) 
Accountant vit the lolomng quakdicatons: 
‘Commerce graduate major in accountancy 
Have at least 2-9 yours work experience in 
телем 
Have а good moral character 
Computer iterate (good command in excel 
and tesi reated program) 
Have experience in dealing with peoples 
organizatens/mambors 
Interested applicants may contact: ACIW Office at 
this number 
Tel: 493-4762/9266036 or submit resumé in 
Unit 326, Eagle Court Condominium, 
436 Matalino Street, Contra District, 
‘Quezon City 
Email: nonoy acw@yahoo.com 
‘Website: www.achw.org.ph 


| without experience. Dedicated, 
| minimum supervision and willing to work on night shift 


ETON PROPERTIES PHILIPPINES, INC. 
Amember of the Lucio Tan Group of Companies 
12/F Allied Bank Center, 6754 Ayala Avenue, Makati City 


www.eton.com.ph 


A food manufacturing company 


based outside Metro Manila is in need | 


of the following: 


K QUALITY CONTROL ANALYST | 


Male / Female, graduate of B.S. Food Technology, B.S. 


| Microbiology, B.S. Chemistry or any basic science 
course related to food production, processing and f 


preparation (preferably with MS/MS degree or units), 
have at least 2 years experience with food production, 
preferably trained and has good auditing skills on GMP, 


НАССР or ISO 9000. 


| LINE SUPERVISORS 


| Male/Female, graduate of B.S. Mechanical/Industrial 


Engineering or any related Engineering course with or 
can work under 


Other requirements needed: 

+ willing to work beyond 8 hours 

+ flexible and willing to be assigned 

outside Metro Manila 

+ team player 

+ computer literate 

* results driven and resourceful 
Interested applicants must bring his/her comprehensive resume 
indicating the position applied for and latest 2x2 picture to the 
address below on or before the scheduled interview date which is 
‘on July 28, 2007 (Saturday). from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. оту. 


HUMAN RESOURCE DIVISION. 
562 Banawe Street, Barangay Sto Domingo, Quezon Giy 1100 


ATTENTION: REGISTERED NURSES FOR U.S.A. 
Stranded in Retrogression? 
Neglected or Forgotten By Your Petitioner? 


QUALIFIED EMPLOYER CAN HELP! 


We will review 
to process Jour ра 
‘With u, your case ea ть 


сюе, and I you are pte, we cam take action. 
wing your ripiani lig date (Priority Date) 
ori Date Protects. 


FOR INFORMATION, CONTACT: 
NATION MANPOWER CORPORATION 
. No. 624-LB-070904-R 


Pasig City 


Our companys an 5090012000 Cer ineering Design Consultancy and Construction Management Firm. 
For more than 24 years, ESCA has developed and expanded its services to meet the increasing demand of a wide 
ange of clientele here and abroad. We take pride in aking care of our PEOPLE and using the latest TECHNOLOGY 
т delivering е ENGINEERING SERVICES that are at par world's best. 


А rewarding career with a great company. A rare opportunry to jon a strong, experienced and focused ream. 
Great cure, great projects. 


BE А WORLD CLASS HEUER! BE AN ESCA ENGINEER T 
Set your CAREER on track! 


CIVIL WORKS DESIGN MANAGER Registered Professional; Knowledgeable in AutoCAD, Autodesk Land 
want Desktop and/or Cà 30: Minimum of 10 years extensive experience; Strong management, 

adell and interpersonal skiis: Previous experience on US projects an advantage 
CIVIL WORKS DESIGN ENGINEERS Registered Professional; Knowledgeable in AutoCAD, Autodesk Land 
Streiopment Desktop and/or Civil 30, Must have at least 2 years relevant engineering design experience 
| Press experience on US projects an advantage but not necessary; With good communication skills and can 
STRUCTURAL DESIGN ENGINEERS - Registered Professional; Knowledgeable in STAD Pro, ETABS, STRAP and 
otner denn software, Must have at least 2 years relevant engineering design experience; Experience 
Seas power plants, cement plants, refineries and precast concrete design and detailing 
experience on US projects an advantage but not necessary, With goed communication 

‘minimal supervision; wiling to be assigned anywhere 

PROJECT ENGINEERS Registered Civi Engineer; With extensive 3 to 5 years experience in Project Construction 
End Management; With good communication skills and can work with minimal supervision; Willing to be assigned 


DETAILERS 85 Architecture or Civi Engineering course graduate; Knowledgeable in X Steet software; 

Nc at least 6 months relevant experience; Can produce structural steel fabrication outputs; Experience 

жалал facilities such as power plants, cement plants, refineries and precast concrete design and detailing; 
fy good communication Skis and can werk with minimal supervision; willing to be assigned anywhere 

а Proficient in the use of AutoCAD, 

software; Must have at least 3 


conceptual 
‘Desig to Construction; With good communication skilts and can work with 
эзиле anywhere 

{CHANICAL ENGINEERS / CIVIL ENGINEERS / ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS FOR PROJECT MANAGEMENT TEAM 
General Qualifications Registered Professional; At least 1 to 2 years relevant experience; Experience in project 
management: Design experience an advantage but not a must; Willing to be assigned anywhere 
PROGRAMMERS Graduate of BS Computer Science or any equivalent, At least 1 year relevant experience; 
Proficient in Cr+ (МЕТІ, ASPNET, Photoshop, Dreamweaver, Flash, PHP, CSS; Can work with minimum supervision 
and extended hours 


ion; roficient in Auto 


| “еле oc sais Magura aaa 


wiy licensed Civil En 
learners, have a post 
сез the drive о succeed in a high perform. 


Successful cundidates аай great and rewarding employment career opportunities 
а chance ro travel abroad. 


M you бесі you have what it takes and have a passion for being withthe " WORLD CLASS *, Join us and be part of 
"Sor wining team today. You may apply personally or send your updated resume with application letter to: 


ESCA wconronaren 
The Human Resources Department. 


етіс rdwescoengineers.com 


ge» VISIT US АТ www.jobmarketonline.com 1l 


ry х 5 


JPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Make a Difference. Моль Can. 


Are YOU a born-again Christian? Above reproach in integrity and honesty? Experienced in Holistic Child 
Development? Passionate to serve children in poverty? Then we strongly encourage you to explore 
employment opportunities with us as: 


TRAINING AND 
SUPPORT MANAGER 


Manages a Partner Development Strategy to buld and 
support capacity of Implementing Church Partners for 
Compassors Holstic Chid Development Programs. 
Key Competency (KSA) Areas: 
+ Knowadge n Adult Learning Principles, 
Methods and Techniques 
Highly Advanced Facitaton, Verbal, Witten 
and Presentation Skils 
Expertise in Training Design , Devt and 
Evaluation 
Expertise in human growth and development, 
preferably in child development 
Excelent interpersonal and communications 
skiis 
{Minimum Qualifications: 
= University degree in Management/Leadership 
‘or Adult Educaton/Training 
‘58 years training or adul educaton 
experience 


Assists the Ministry Services Department in he. 
control, monitoring and improvement of finance and 
administration practices of ministry partners and 
projects. 
Key Competency (KSA) Areas: 
Knowledge in Accounting and Finance 
Systems 
Understanding of Planning and Budgeting 
processes, Risk Management , Cost- 
Benefit Analyses 
‘Sound judgment and analytical skills 
‘Adept at Microsoft Office for operational 
management, including Microsoft products 


3 years experience in people management 
PROJECT AUDITOR 


PROGRAM EVALUATION 
AND RESEARCH SPECIALIST 


Supports programmatic teaming and accountablty 
through research and impact evaluation and other 
support services related to research 
Key Competency (KSA) Areas: 
+ Ктомебде in Socal Research Methods 
* Proficiency п statistical software applcations 
(вх.5Р5$) 
+ Highly Advanced Расйабоп, Verbal, Witten 
and Presentation Skils 
+ Knowedge n human growth and development, 
preferably in child development 
* Excelent interpersonal and communications 
skis 
Minimum Qualifications: 
< A masters degree or equivalent experience in 
Sociology, Anthropology, Education or related 
area 
S years experience in research in cross-cultural 
studies of moral development, chid 
development, public heath, eic. 


ШЕНІНЕН 


Assists the IT Lead іп managing hardware, software, 
analysis, design, implementation and overall 
Improvement of information technology infrastructure at 
the county office. 
Key Competency (KSA) Areas: 
‘= Strong knowledge in Microsoft Server 2003 and 
above, Windows 2008 server configurations, 
Outlook 2003, Office Suite, IIS Server, User. 
Security, Windows networking, Help Desk 
operations including constructions of desktops, 
training users, DNS: scriping and programming 
= Excelent interpersonal and communications 


JOBMarket . 


PARTNERSHIP 
FACILITATORS (6 vacancies) 


Serves as Compassion's primary liaison with Church 
Partners; works closely wih partners to pursue 
mutual vision and goals and achieve effective holistic 
chid development 

Key Competency (KSA) Areas: 

«= Knowledge and experience in Project 
Management (Planning, Implementation, 
Monitoring and Evaluation) 

* Highly Advanced Facitaton, Verbal, Wren 
and Presentation Skils 

= Knowledge п Chid Development and Child 
Issues related lo Poverty 

* Strong abt in buiding relationships and 
networking 

Minimum Qualifications: 


= University degree in fec related Social 
Sciences, Christian Ministry or Management 

* 3years professional or intensive volunteer 
experience in managing Christian ministires 

= Visayan or Cebuano Speaking; Wiling to 
travel and be based in VisMin 


If you satisfy the above requirements and 
desire to minister to children with us, kindly 
mail or email your letter of intent 
and resume to: 


The Human Resource Specialist 
Compassion International Philippine Office 
2/F 99 EBL Bldg., 

Roces Avenue, QC 1103 
Contact Numbers: (632) 373-3021 to 23 
Fax (632) 410-6972 


and other accounting software ss 
Excelent interpersonal and Minimum Qualifications: 
communications sls. 

‘Minimum Qualifications: 
University degree in Accounting, 
Accountancy or Business Management 
3 years experience п accounting and 
auditing work 
АТ 


Technology or related area. 


= University degree in Computer Science, 
‘Computer Engineering, Information 


5 years experience in business information, 
computer systems, network and server 
‘administration and internet security 


Email: alamigo@ph. rg 
> 
Compassion 


m Jesus name 


Isuzu Philippines Corporation 


ISUZU 


Your responsible partner 


Isuzu Philippines Corporation (IPC) is the authorized manufacturer and dis- 
tributor of high quality commercial vehicles and powertrain engines. Moving 
people and businesses forward, IPC brings to the country the Isuzu brand, а 
global name renowned for unparalleled diesel engine technology and vehicles 
Of superior durability and fuel economy. Ве part of the dynamic team behind 
the world class Isuzu brand! 


TECHNICAL TRAINER (Code: DND-O1) 


Male, B.S. Mechanical Engineering graduate, licensed engineer 
With 3-5 years experience in the automotive Industry 

Excellent communication and presentation skills 
Knowledgeable in training module preparation 

Customer oriented 

With Professional Driver's License 


TECHNICAL ENGINEER (Code: CBD-01) 


Male, Licensed B.S. Mechanical/Electrical Engineering graduate 
With at least 3 years work experience in the automotive industry 
Excellent verbal and written communication skills. 

Customer oriented 


With Professional Driver's License 
ERVICE TECHNICIAN (Code: DND-02) 


* Male, Automotive Technology graduate 

* 26-30 years old 

* With at least 2 years work experience in the automotive industry 

* Customer oriented 

* Expertise in the mechanical and electrical aspects of vehicle repairs 
* With Professional Driver's License 


Expertise іп the mechanical and electrical aspects of vehicle repairs | 


You may submit your application letter (with code) and resume at 
114 Technology Ave., Phase 2, 
Laguna Technopark Incorporated, Bihan, 
or е-тайЛах at 
hrs@isuzuphil.com/02-6700-1196 


guna 4024. 


Deadline for submission Is on Friday, August 10, 2007 
Competitive compensation and benefits package awalts successful 


SHI DESIGNING & MANUFACTURING, INC. 
A subsidiary of SUMITOMO HEAVY INDUSTRIES, LTD. of JAPAN 


applicants. 


MECHANICAL ENGINEERS 


Qualifications. 
1485. Mechanical Engineering gradete (Board Piser) 
Neviy graduate with goc schon record 
Wim ог hot experience 
‘Knowledge in computer (drafting) is an advantage 
Imereued in enginering and design of тесмһеуілееі parts and process equipment & piping 
Preferably Male, not more un 23 years od 
Wah good maral character 
Knowledge m Japanese language & culture i an advantage 
Willing 10 be assigned overseas f пасм 
Qvale applicants must bring the following requirements: 
"Comprehensive resumé тоет of Records 
DiplomalCanieate of Graduation 1 pe. 2x2 latest ID деше 
Apply personally from Monday o Friday. 
‘Previous applicant need not apps 


‘SHI DESIGNING & MANUFACTURING, INC. 
‘3nd Flos Вые Corporate Center 
Emerald Aveno, Oris Center, Pag City 


COMPOSITE GROUP OF COMPANIES 


COMPOSITE GROUP, EXCLUSIVE DISTRIBUTOR OF 
FERRERO CONFECTIONERY PRODUCTS UNDER 
SUCH BRANDS AS ROCHER, KINDER BUENO, TIC 
TAC & NUTELLA, IS URGENTLY IN NEED OF THE 
FOLLOWIN 


SALES MANAGER - Maie / Female (5) 
* Must be between 30-40 years of age 

Must have ar leas five (5) years sales experience in consumer food 
items 
With good leadership qualities to handle sales representatives and 
suff 
Must have experience in negotiations with buyers in key accounts. 
Must be highly motivated and action-oriented 
With sufficient background in sales, forecasting, and planning 


TRADE MARKETING MANAGER - Male / Female (1) 


* Must not be over 35 years old 

+ Must have at least three (3) years managerial experience in related 
пей 

+ Sirong retail background, experience in imported confectionery an 
advantage 
Knowledgeable in forecasting and cost analysis 
With good presentation and negotiation skills 

* Must be highly motivated and action-oriented 


SALES REPRESENTATIVE - Male / Female (10) 


Must be between 25-35 years of age 
Must have at least three (3) years experience in selling semi- 
perishable imported consumers goods 
Must be hardworking, mature, assertive, and highly personable 
with strong salesmanship skills. 
Strong communications, listening, facilitation and negotiation 
skills 

ATTRACTIVE INCOME AWAITS QUALIFIED APPLICANT! 


CONTACT: 8123603, 8123604 & 8123605. 

Call time: 9 AM TO 3 PM ONLY 

APPLY IN PERSON. Bring recent resumé, 1x1 recent picture 
(scanned copy not acceptable) & Certificate of late employment. 


LAWYERS NEEDED 


A MAKATI-BASED LAW FIRM 
URGENTLY NEEDS LAWYERS 
WITH 1-2 YRS. LITIGATION 
EXPERIENCE. PERSONALLY 
SUBMIT YOUR CV, TOR, & 
SAMPLE WRITTEN WORKS AT 
THE 5F COCOFED BLDG., 144 
AMORSOLO ST,  LEGASPI 
VILLAGE, MAKATI CITY. 


SUNDAY, JULY 22, 2007 


The British Council connects people 
worldwide with leaming opportunities and 
Creative ideas from the UK and builds lasting 
relationships between the UK end other 
countries 


We are interested in filing the posts of: 


Programme Officer 
(Ref: PO-07-01) 


This post will support the delivery of project 
activites in order to fully meet activity 
‘objectives and achieve best possible Impact 
Tof clients and customers. 


The successful applicant must be a college 
graduate and should be able to demonstrate 
the following competencies: 


+ Project Management Skills (over 2 years 
project management experience) 

+ Achievement (ability to gel things done 
despite dificult circumstances) 

+ Analytical Thinking 

+ Entrepreneurship 

* Flexibility 

* Team Working 


Jt is essential that an applicant has excellent 
oral and written communication skills іп 
Engish. Knowledge and previous experience 
of wring project proposals, Including research 


Customer Services Officer 
(Ref: CSO-07-01) 


This post wil provide effective front line 
Customer service support to the office and 
assist both internal and external customers in 
а way that meets thelr needs and enables the 
Brush Council to achieve its objectives. 


The successful applicant must be a college 
graduate and should be able to demonstrate 
the following competencies: 


* Strong Customer Service Orientation 

+ Achievement (ability to get things done 
despite dificult circumstances) 

+ Entrepreneurship 

1 Flexibility 

* Professional Confidence 

1 Team Working 

Iis essential that an applicant has excellent 

oral and written communication skills in 

English. 


For full information and to download an 
‘application form, please visit our website 


www britishcouneil.org.ph 


‘Completed application forms should be sent to 
HR@britishcouncil.org.ph indicating ће 
Telerence code in the subject field. No 
further documentation need be attached. For 
applicants without access to the Internet, 
application forms will be available at British 
Council Knowledge & Learning Centre, 10th 
Floor, тарап Place, F Origas Jr. Road 
(Formerly Emerald Avenue). Ortigas Centre, 
Pasig СУ. 


Closing date: 9AM оп 30 July 2007 
BRITISH 
COUNCIL 


FOR IMMEDIATE HIRING 


HIGH SCHOOL 
MATH TEACHER 


Graduate of BSE Math or BS Math 
for Teachers 
Dedicated, innovative, single (Male 
ог female), not more than 30 years 
old 
Good English communication skills; 
LET Passer 

APPLY PERSONALLY AT: 


NOTRE DAME OF GREATER MANILA 
Madre Ignacia Avenue, Grace Park 
Caloocan City 1400 
Tel, # 366-63-32/34 LOCAL 111 

Bring : Resumé, Transcript of 
Records, Handwritten 
Application Letter, 555%, TIN, 
ID Picture & Copy of Board 
Examination Result 


WANTED 


2 Expert Aluminum installer 
* 22 to 28 yoars old 


5 Hardworking males willing to be trained 
in Installing Glass and Aluminum 
* 20 to 23 years old & 5'3" to 577" In Helght 


REQUIREMENTS: 
1 Blo-data, xerox of Birth Certificate, police 
clearance and 2 pos. 2x2 pictura. 


Interested applicants may apply at 


NEW STAR GLASS ALUMINUM 
No. 39 A Bonifacio St., Bagulo City 


ARCHITECT 


Qualifications: 

Minimum of 5 years office and ste experience 
in high-end residential projects. Proficiency in 
AutoCAD, MS Office, architectural detailing, 
manual drafting, freehand drawing and 
rendering. Excellent oral and written 
communication skills. 


Please send resumé to PERIQUET GALICIA, 
ING., AF Solid House, 2285 Pasong Тато 
Extension, Makati City or fax to 894-47-07 or 
e-mail at pglnc 8 ldtdsl.net. 


WANTED 
INTERNAL AUDITOR 


* Accounting Graduate 
* Age 22:30 years cid 
+ Wing to travel 
Apply with resumé and transcript of records at: 
TAI-SM PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 
Rm. 307 AD Centre Square. 
Amang Rodriguez comer Evangelista Sts. 
‘Santolan, Pasig City 
Tel. # 682-3819 


SUNDAY, JULY 22, 2007 


Sourcing model. 
‘destinations ~ Indl 

qualified advisors, Headstrong, 
including strategie assessment, 
tenance both onshore end oflénore. 


rs а ful range of Integration 


We're looking for self motivated, 
goal-oriented, fast learners to join our 
global ranks. 


Candidates must һауе а Bachelor's;Degree; 


Java/ J2EE Developer (Job Code: JVJ 42)... 


> Required Skils: Java, EE, XML, SQL Oracle and frameworks such as | 


Struts and Hibernate 
» Work Experience: At least 2 years expetience пау, desig, 
struction, and implementation: 84 


Preference: Knowledge and ерегелееіл | 1. development | 


tools and MoSeries 


ж NEUES o d 
Regu ed Skils: Java, JEE (QNS, Sens SL SOR? GS XML: 


XSL,0TD, PL/SQL, E I or 


level design documentation ard reView is е 
є Work Experience: AL least 2-3 years EE 
and should have deployed ate 
rence: Works Independently WIERD: 
installations required fo 


Ingenium Consultants (өш 
+ Required Skills: Ingenium sà 

+ Work Experience: More: a 
services industry 

+ Preference: Knowledge! 
implementation; project manae 
continuity, User testing 
‘and legacy applictio 


Siebel Confiqurators {Jab 
* Required КЇ: Siebel 

+ Work рейт 

» Preference: knawdet 
understanding of 


Business Analyst (J i 
+ Required Skilst Business dam 
ı Work Expetlences AE 

environmen 


Business Objects D 

+ Required Skils: Bust 

Oracle PL/SQL i 

+ Work Experience: At least Зура 
© Prelerence:Knowedgeand exp 
inteligence апи gr 


The local affiliate of one of the largest assistance companies in the 
world is inviting aggressive, young and top-caliber applicants to join its 
Wellness division for the following positions: 


* SALES SUPERVISOR 


Male or Female, mus! possess a Bachelor's Degree 
Oversee ай daily activity of the Sales Agents, including 
monitoring sales calls, providing new ideas to improve sales 
Techniques and assessing the need for further technical and 
product training. 

Provides leadership, motivation and development for Sales Team 
Must posses a high degfee of integrity and accountabilly 
Sound decision-making skills end knowledge of products 
Wilh at least 1-3 years of successful relevant supervisory 
experience 


SALES AGENTS 


Male or Female 

Must be a sell starter and with high energy level 

Possess above-average interpersonal and communication 
skiis 

Able lo take initiative and manage time effectively 

Highly trainable, quick learner and has strong work ethic 


Interested applicants may submil their resumé with recent picture, 
transcript of records and other pertinent credentials to: 


Star Group Asia Management Inc. 
9th Floor Rufino Plaza Bldg, 6784 Ayala Avenue, Makati City 
mail: welinissestargroupasa.biz 


Republic of the Philippines. 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 
PHILIPPINE CHILDREN'S MEDICAL CENTER 
Quezon Avenue, Quezon City 


FOR IMMEDIATE HIRING 


DEPARTMENT MANAGER Ш 


EDUCATION — A Master's degree in Nursing Service Administration or 
its equivalent 

A teas! ће (5) years ol experience in a supervisory or 
‘managerial postion їп nursing 

None required 

НА 1080 (Nursing Board); Career Service Executive 
Eligibiliy (CSEE) (Career Executive Service (CES) 


DIVISION CHIEF ii 

Bachelor's degree in Public Admin or other related 
course; masteral units an advantage 
5 yrs, relevant experience in Personnel Management 
unclions such as recruitment and placement, position 
classiication, omployee developinent & training, welfare 
services and other related work preferably in а medium 
scale corporation 

16 hours relevant training 

CS Professional / 2nd Level Eligbilly 


EXPERIENCE 


TRAINING 
ELIGIBILITY 


EDUCATION 
EXPERIENCE 


TRAINING 
ELIGIBILITY 


REQUIREMENTS: 
* Application Letter Addressed to 
Julius A. Lecciones, M.D., 
MHSA, MPM 
Executive Director 
Bio-data/Resumé with 
2x2 1D Picture 
Copy of Certificate of 
Ellglbility/ Board Rating 
Copy of Certificate of Employment 


PLEASE SUBMIT 
APPLICATIONS TO: 
‘The Director's Office 
Phil Children's Medical Си 
Quezon Avenue, Quezon City 


jan. and Implementation, and application 


jn billig web services, 
si essence арр сай оп. production 


2 Горе югалса: Knowledge and exper 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


ОЕ Market 


b RO 


Informatica Developers (Job Code: INF 05) 

+ Required Skil: Informatica ETL processes, SOL. 

+ Work Experience: At least 3 years In using Informatica 

» Preference: Knowledge and experience in Oracle PL/SOL 


+ Required Skils: C 
* Work Experience; At least 3 years in using COGNOS 
* Preference: Knowledge and experlence in Oracle PL/SOL 


CH / VB / Net Developers (Job Code: CNT 98) 

+ Required Skills: C#.net, ASP.net, VB.net, XML, MS SOL Server, Perl 

+ Work Experience: At least 3 years of developing applications in C#.net 

» Preference: Knowledge or experience in ather ObjeckOriented 
programming languages 


ЗАР Consultants (Job Code: SAP 96) 
* Required Skils: SAP module (any module: BASIS,BW,HRFICOMM,PP,SD) 
» Work Experience: At least 3 years in implementation/support of 5) 
modules 
+ Preference: Full cycle implementation experience 
ABAP Progammers (Job Code: ABP 92) 
lequired Skills: ABAP programming 
+ Work Experience: At least 2 years in ABAP programming 
+ Preference: Knowledge and experience in RDBMS: 


Cobol Programmers. (Job Code: COB 73) 
Required Skills: COBOL mainframe programming 

+ Work Experience: At least Syears programming in а mainframe 
environment. i 

+= Breterence: Knowledge and experience in pharmaceutical/heallncare, 
and Insurance industries and in CMMI, ISO and Application Integration 
Methodology 


Oracle Database Administrator (Job Code:ODB 95) 

+ Required Skil: Oracle (апу version; 8,9106) Database Administration 
(DBA), SOLPL/SOL, date warehousing 

* Work Experience: At least 3 years as a DBA 
Preference: With experience in Oracle application release Orin DBA 


" UE migration tasks, specially EBSSE ingle node to mülténode 


environment 


Oracle Developer (Јов Code: ОУ 66) 
> Required Skills: Oracle Developer, Oracle Discoverer, PL/SQL. 

“4 Work Experience: Atleast 2 years asian Oracle develop 
reference: Knowledge and. боне soma моде! 
epusiness Suite 


Peoples Consultant (Job Code PSC ау 20 7. 
Required Skills; PeopleTools; | 5 PeopleGode, SOR Moto TS Modules 
ЕЛЕС ДЕНДЕР pes 
"Work Experience: At least 1 year asa Peoples const x 
гоп testin пере сап xv. 


SQL Database Administrators (Jeb Code; SQD-3T) 4 k 
Кестен Skil MS ичели mae O 


+ Required Sklls PHP, Flash, XML, DETMI 
ET application deye M 
ОАР, 


Our Bioscience Group is in need of: 


MARKET DEVELOPMENT MANAGER 
FOR DISTRICT 7& 8 


АЙ applicants should have the following qualifications: 


Education and Experience: 
> Bachelor's Degree in Agriculture 
> Preferably with Solid Experience in Sales and 
Marketing 
> In depth Knowledge and Experience in Rice 
Seed Business and Hybrid Rice Crop 
Management 
Skills: 
> Strong Communication Skills 
> боой Commercial Skills 
Other Qualifications: 
> 30-40 years old 


ONLY QUALIFIED CANDIDATES are requested to 
email their resumé with pictures at 
cristina.malabanan @ bayereropscience.com or send it 
10 Human Resource Department, 3F Bayer House, 
Canlubang Industrial Estate, and Calamba City not later 
than July 27, 2007. 


WANTED: 


‘SALES MANAGER: 


QUALIFICATIONS: 

Not more than 45 years od 

‘itn at least three (3) years experience as Sales Manager 

Preferably wth Sales Experience In Immigration, Manpower, Insurance, Real 

Estate, в Credit Cards. 

Proficient as Group Speaker In Seminars & Staff Trainings: 
Successful candidate awaits free travel expenses, both provincial and 
Intemational. 


=, ` Receiving less than 30K monthly need not apply. 


For your Classified and Obituary Ads please с: 


== 637-2008 


Qualified applicants are requested to send thelr resumé to 
‘mapleleaf10@rogers.com OR may apply in person with their comprehensive 
resume & picture to 
AMERICAN DREAM IMMIGRATION CONSULTANCY, INC. 
Rm, 701 7th Floor Antel Global Building, Julia Vargas, Ortigas Pasig Cty. 


(02)916-1878 to 79 
(02)687-0175 to 76 


жЕ 


09203783919 / BETH 


| 


E-Learning Developers (Job Code: ELD 66) * 

+ Required Sklls MultiMedia Tools (e.g. Flash; Adobe Premiere, Adobe 
Photoshop Dreamweaver, llustrator, etc) very good verbal and written 
‘communication skills 

+ Work Experience: Open for fresh college graduates (Information. 
Technology, Instructional System Design, Computer Science, Multimedia 
Arts) 

* Preference: Experienced in creating web-sites 


‘Technical Writers (Job Code: ТИТ 44) 
+ Required Shils: Technical wrlting, excellent verbal and writen 
communication skis 
+ Work Experience: Open for fresh college graduates (Journalism, 
та! System Design, Computer Science 
Experienced incopy writing, document analysis and software! 
programming 


XML Editors (Job Code: XML 51) 

* Required Skils: XML coding; ood verbal and written communication skis 
+ Work Experience: Atleast 1 year in XML coding 

+ Preference: Experienced software programming 


Artwork Editors (Job Code: AWK 76) К 
~ Required Skis Flash AdobePhotoshop. goa verbal ала wen 
communication sklls 27 6 

* Work Experience: At east yest inartWork edling ~~ 


| + Preference; Exper 


Storyboard Writers (Job Code: SBW S2) 
+ Required sls Creative наан е сае Yeroal nd written 
communication skills ў 
War Euplotes atleast eat nding animation ер and село 
* Preference Experienced n copy writing ап эо Маге programming 


HTML Developer (Jeb Code: HTM 23) ў 
"Required sels HTML, оо утта ond written отита ап sklis 
+ Work ExperiencesAL east 1year In HTML coding. 


ренга: xine пты tots a нтеп озат 


Developers (Job Codi AWD 76) 
reels Aithorvare tools, feet verbal ang иел " 


ork Experience: Atleast yearn using Authorware баў 
he erences ое са 


қ crm 


International Manpower Services, Inc. 
POEA License No. 128-LB-121906-PL. 


Is in Need Of: 


ТЕЛІ 
Mate emule fens тие 
nes imarucor 
Mole Fetal Swimming ns 
Mal ome Танкі nse 
at ete Lego 
Mate! Female боч нор Technician 
1 Male Bowling ішіне 
pian 
ШЕНІ 
ЕТІП 
кана 
"Wilh 3 years supervisory sil 
+ cicius. 
ЕЗ 
Wah to € уга esperien 
FOR UAE 
ЕСТІСІН 
ssn 
feat 
‘Wiha leant $ yeu speriene 


ror LINYA 
^ Meche Es 
Quali 
Мам have goad speriene in Мешін; 
тшм hve gon Mecca ААЦ 
raten lon elg in Dies and 
Goin don 
+ майе 
7 Cemer Pont Mechanic 
talon 
‘st have et anion 


+ her ana шем. 
1 nil Ste Sa 
1 Technicum, 
1 Prducion Workers 
7 Coomer Service ОШсен 
ist: 
Wilh searenperione 
po TOR ANICA 
Миа have computer iit ihe diste age 
fill of Анас Sapa ren 
FOR DUBAI "Wath роо experience in road 
Managemen System cu 
TOR CHINA & TAIWAN 
+ tng Teacher 
inn 
ivo leant 2 yearn English 
enim 


жыланнан 
SEE, BSA, BSECL 
Sym epee а gu 
ipod in cunt 
Комус m Heating. Ventilation 
Shir Conditioning 


Interested Applicants, please apply through our Website: 


www.jobconnectionsph.com 


NOTE: FOR MANPOWER POOLING ONLY. NO FEES TO BE COLLECTED 
BEWARE OF ILLEGAL RECRUITERS. 


MECHANICAL/PEPING ENGINEERS 


To work for a foreign company in Manila 


* Minimum of two (2) years of experience оп 
Power plant or any Heavy Industrial Projects 
doing piping design, design of pipe supports 
and drafting using AutoCad, Rebis/Autoplant 
preferred, and piping stress analysis using 
Autopipe software. 

Good in English, both oral and written 
communication. 


Two (2) weeks training shall be provided in 
Manila and а month in Seattle, W.A. 

If qualified, please send your resumé to: 
boesco@shaw.ca or 
bob.deguzman@sithermal.com 
Please indicate your salary expectation. 


rails | 


mm PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Jo 


OUTBOUND MA 
CALL AGENTS 


Candidates should have... 
* Assertive selling skills 


Brig your updated resume. 
and drop by at our office 
anytime, Mondays to Fridays, 
between Tam to 2pm 


A salary of PHP 12.750K; 3 
days a week, 30 hours а 
week (inclusive of night 
differenti], perfect 
attendance of PHP2437 paid 
monthly with commissions 
and guaranteed performance 
incentives plus traning 
awaits the chosen few. PAY 


DAY EVERY 2 WEEKS. 
ONLY THOSE WITH THE ABOVE QUALIFICATIONS WILL BE ENTERTAINED. 


У Excellent English communication skills 
strong customer service orlentation 


¥ Atleast 2 YEARS of outbound calling experience in a U.S, 
campaign 


and should be. 
У Honest, reliable, dedicated and hardworking 
У College graduate 
‘Male Female (at least 25 years old) 


| National Relief Charities = Manila Center 
[2504 Prestige Tower, Emerald Avenue, Ortigas Center, Pasig City 
Please visit our website aL wwwnrcprograns org for more information, 


| You may also email your resumes at anytime to nrcagents@yahoo.comt 


NIHON DENKEI CO., LTD. 

International Center 

GF Keiraku Bldg. Soto Kanda 6-5-3 

Chiyoda-ku Tokyo, Japan 101-0021 

Tele 81-3-5807-1945 * Fax: 81-3-5807-1950 

URL: piro n denken 
NIHON DENKEI CO. LTD. А distributor of Electronics and Test Measuring Instruments with 36 
Domestic Offices in Japan and 25 Global Offices Worldwide covers a full range of services in Ihe 
field of QA, inspection, engineering and production. With over fifty (50) years of expertics. 
handling more than 5,000 Japanese makers, Nihon Denkei Co.Ltd. continues to expand its Global 
Market with its newest office soon to operate in Manila, Philippines. 


Ап invitation to below Position 


SALES EXECUTIVE STAFF 


DUTIES AND ACCOUNTABILITIES 

Sales Executives will be responsible for the development and expansion of the market coverage of 
the Company. He/She will establish and maintain external relationships with both international 
and local clients. 

QUALIFICATIONS. 

+ Male / Female, 35 years old and below 

* With Bachelor's Degree related in Business Administration, Commerce and Marketing 

* With exposure in sales and trade market 

+ With knowledge of Japanese Language 

+ With excellent project management and interpersonal skills 


ADMINISTRATION STAFF 
DUTIES AND ACCOUNTABILITIES 
‘Administration Staff will handle the overall internal operations of the Company. She will manage 
the administrative aspect and day-to-day business for both international and local clients. 
QUALIFICATIONS. 
Female, 35 years old and below 
* With Bachelor's Degree related in Business Administration, Commerce and Marketing 
5 With exposure in sales and trade market 
+ With knowledge of Japanese Language 


Lucrative compensation package and overseas travel exposure await successful applicants. 
Interested applicants may send their resume thru email at J-cabatana@n-denkel.co.jp & 
k-koumi@n-denk 


B Market 


SUNDAY, JULY 22, 2007 


ePerformax Contact Centers 
begins Cebu operations 


EPERFORMAX, A HIGH-PERFORMANCE CONTACT CENTER 
‘with offices in the US and Manila, inaugurated its 3rd floor 
facilities at the JY Square Mall in Lahug on Sunday, July 8. 
This marked the official opening of the contact centers op- 
erations in the Visayas region. Present at the inauguration 
ceremonies were VIP guests - Ms. Georgia Osmefia, sister of 
Cebu Mayor, Tomas Osmefia; Mr. Joseph Yu, owner of JY 
Mall; ePerformax President and CEO Teresa Hartsaw and Mr. 
Jose Roberto Delgado, Chairman of Transnational Diversified 
"Group (the Philippine partner of ePerformax USA), among 
others who commemorated the significant occasion. 

‘The company also recently opened a recruitment center at 
the ground floor of the mall in April -calling it the Xpresso Career 
Café, This one-of-a-kind career café allows applicants to 
browse through the company’s numerous employment oppor- 
tunities while enjoying a free cup of coffee at the same time. 

ePerformax, which recently marked its 5 year anniver- 
sary in May, celebrated the company’s growth and subsequent 
expansion with а commemorative celebration together with 
its partners, clients and employees. The company has grown 
to its current size in just 5 short years and will continue with 
its expansion plans in the country this year. 

"Our Cebu center enables us to meet the ongoing require- 
ments of our clients’ programs. We've just hired over 300 
agents in the past three months alone and will continue to 
hire at this pace into the foreseeable future," says Ron 
‘Arambulo, the company's General Manager. 

‘After the inauguration ceremonies, the company held а. 


b 


“Powerhouse luncheon" at the Waterfront Hotel geared for 
promising management candidates who expressed interest in 
building their careers at ePerformax, These management 
candidates were able to chat and spend the afternoon with 
ePerformax executives, including President and CEO Teresa 
Hartsaw about employment opportunities within the com- 
pany. The luncheon was attended by 48 management candi- 
dates and the media and was a complete success with all 
those who were present. 

“We started ePerformax in the Philippines in 2002 because 
of the country's unique characteristics. The Philippines has a 
great advantage in its people," states Ms. Hartsaw. She cred- 
its the Filipino talent and customer-service orientation for the 
‘enormous success the company has achieved to date. 


About ePerformax Contact Centers 

ePerformax opened its high-performance Philippine-based 
contact center in Manila in 2002 with the vision of being the 
best of the best call centers in the Philippines. The company 
also recently became the first call center to be accredited by 
the Technical Education and Skills Development Authority 
(TESDA) to conduct its Finishing Course for Call Center Agents 
‘which enables ePerformax to hire and train call center “near 
hires" as part of President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo's program 
to support the country's fast-growing BPO industry. The com- 
pany believes the Philippines is the premiere country for pro- 
viding top value and top quality contact center services for 
English speaking customers 


EPERFORMAX INAUGURATION IN THE VISAYAS REGION. 
Shown are from left Jose Roberto Delgado, chairman of Transnational Diversified Group (ePerformax's PI 
partner) Teresa Hartsaw, president and CEO of ePerformax Contact Centers; Georgia Osmefia, sister of Cebu 


Mayor Tomas Osmefia, and Joseph Yu, owner of JY Mall. 


MARKETING ASST/SECRETARY/ADMIN ASST 
+ Маана 

allege grodunie w/ 2 years experience 

есені spoken and writen English 
2 Computer erae wl above average typing skills 
Has succesful marketing pln annual 
Inerested applicants may come personaly. 

Bring your RESUME wl 252 picture 
For inquiries, cll 242-2128; 000-548; 0922-8283032 
00.5490 pm Monday-Sunday 


prr c E 
URGENT HIRING! 
ON-LINE EN 


- Excellent in English oral and written communication skills 
= Preferably with Teaching or Call Center experience: . + 
ің m б n iX 
= Computer literate and wiling to be assigned in Alabang “,%, 
(Part-time/Füll-time) ; 
The company also orere: |2070 7, 
TAS wook COMPREHENSIVE TRAINING PROGRAM. 
‘Those who wil not pass ia nal screaming But has 
Potential wi go through tnis training program in order to 
шау inem forthe position and for whieh raining. 
Sewanee would be provided. үрү а 
Due to urgency of this requirement, applicants are encouraged to apply in person at £ 
40/Ғ Tower 2 Insular Life Bldg. 
Filinvest Alabang (towards Festival Mall) 


w 
Work Schedule Available + 

= Fudbtime -Sam to 2pm or polo tpm 
Putin» Sorbo anor Tp firt 


= 
rn a x U mum 
SOLUTIONS CORPORATION 


Hatin Sols Cop. 


E ENGLISH TUTORS | ; 


2228 Eua St, Sampo, Manila, SIM Bg 


WANTED: 


Family Driver 
Apply at 2309 Jolibee Plaza, Emerald 
Ave., Ortigas Center, Pasig City. Bring Bio- 
оо от Police аталса 


that tested 


4 3 шізһей 
Interior Designer Grad. | C. 
Single, Female, 21-27 yrs. old. 
То do furn. design and sales 
Linea Furniture 
3rd Fir. Glorietta 4, Ayala, Makati 
Tel. 752-7242 


and bravery in a spin-off event in- 
spired by the popular AXN shows, 
the Amazing Race and Fear Factor. 
Оп July 18, 19, and 21, distin- 
ractitioners, Ms. Nelia 

the Insurance Commis- 
sion, Mr. Guillermo Luz of the 
Ayala Foundation, Me-ann Del 
Mundo of Philam-Life, and Donald 
Lim of Yehey Corporation, stirred 
the spirit of UPMBA students as 


UP celebrates UPMBA Week 


‘THE UNIVERSITY OF THE PHILI 
pines’ Masters in Business Admi 
{stration (UPMBA) program held its 
UPMBA Week 
July 16-22 in the UP Diliman cam- 
pus to welcome the incoming fresh- 
men in the UPMBA community. 
This year’s theme, Heroes, was 
chosen to pronounce the extraordi- 
nary potential inherent in seem- 
ingly ordinary UPMBA students. 
The Sports Day on July 16 
marked the start of the week-long 
event. Teams composed of MBA 
freshmen and sophomores raced 
around the UP Diliman campus to 
‘complete back-to-back challenges 


they imparted their expertise, 
shared their wisdom, and enlight- 
ened them with what lies ahead af- 
ter UPMBA. To complete the fes- 
tivities, the entire UPMBA commu- 
nity including alumni and faculty 
came together to celebrate the 
pride and camaraderie that is dis- 
Чпепу UP in the MBA Night at the 
Bonsai Garden on July 22. 

With a turnout that exceeded ex- 
pectations twofold, the UPMBA 
Week 2007 is indeed an extraordi- 
nary event. The UPMBA Week 2007 
was organized by UPMBA students 
Sherwin Perdigon, Ching dela Cruz, 
Erik Capistrano, James Jorge, Nap 
Apolinario, Jr., Miko de a Paz, Атой 
Binuya, and Renren Custodio. 

The UPMBA Week 2007 was pre- 
sented by Yehey Corporation and 
sponsored by San Miguel Beer, 
Shakey's, Coca Cola Light, C2 Green 
Tea, Nature's Harvest, Hidden 
Spring, Hot Loops, Philam Life, 
Equal, and Citisec Online, with me- 
dia partners, Wave 89.1, Jam 88.3 
and Inquirer Job Market, the official 
career builder of the UPMBA. 


on 


their brains, brawns, 


CORPORATION (ATC) 


is in need of a 


TECHNICIAN 


ALLIANCE TECHNOLOGIES 


WATER TREATMENT 


BS ChE, Chem or Chem Tech graduate, 


JAN 10817, OL, Н 
ГОЛЫ 
(51.2... анне гаме. 


Company profiles 
ERRATUM 


who has knowledge on water treatment of boilers, 
cooling towers and wastewater treatment plants and 


Inthe July 15 issue, the company profile of. 
Aboitiz Jebsen Bulk Transportation Corp 


Look for: Ms. Athnea La Puebla or Ms. Bing поп. 
Contact No.: 0928-5056891 or 0917-8308428 
Office hrs.: Monday -Friday 7:00 am - 600 pm. 
E-mail your updated CV to: alhneat8@yahoo.com 


‘clean Bl, 395 Sen. GÅ Pye, 

Makali Ciy (walking distance fron rt Buendia stator) 
Lao for Ms Grace Piao 

Tel Nos: 80-1 887853; 899-17-23 


monitoring clients’ systems. 
Please send resumé to 


must be willing to be assigned on site for testing and 


was inadvertently published as the profile 
of Aboitiz Jebsen Manpower Solutions, Inc. 


Below is the accurate description: 
ABOITIZ JEBSEN MANPOWER 


or gpizarro)mscorp.com.ph Otice hrs: Monday Friday 8:30am - 5:30pm 


JOR 


Find a career in here 
Check out more 
Jobs from 
JobMarketilhre 
every Tuesiday. 


mum? BRE 


Reach more qualified applicants. 
Advertise in JohMarket Libre 


Inquire about the JobMarket package 
at 897-8808 loc 514. 


dhancheta Galliancetech.com.ph 
or 
aabulatao Galliancetech.com.ph 


INQUIRER CLASSIFIEDS 


ATRIUM OFFICE із open to serve 
your Classified Ads requirements. 


GROUND FLOOR, ATRIUM BLDG, MAKATI AVENUE, MAKATI CITY | 
Call EMY, BENG or TINTIN at 
TEL. NOS. 811-4370 / 811-4361 / 811-4012 / 892-5578 


SOLUTIONS, INC. 

Aboitiz Jebsen Manpower Solutions, Inc. 
(AJMan) was established in 1994 as a 
landbased recruitment agency providing 
skilled Filipino workers to companies 
worldwide. Duly licensed by the Philippine 
Overseas Employment Administration, 
АМап is a subsidiary of Aboitiz Jebsen Bulk 
‘Transportation Corp, the shipping joint 
venture established between the Aboitiz 
business conglomerate in the Philippines 
and the Jebsen Group of Norway, AJMan's 
job selection systems ensure a perfect 
‘match between customers’ requirements 
and candidates’ expectations. It has over- 
seas career opportunities in healthcare, en- 
gineering and construction, IT, hotel and 
restaurant, education and finance & admin- 
istration. 


LOS ANGELES 
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EIGHT SITES. SIX CITIES. FOUR COUNTRIES. ONE COMPANY. 


eee 
MAL, vision-x INCORPORATED 
WE ARE MAKING THE WORLD SMALLER TO OFFER YOU BIGGER 


We are looking for: 
GALL CENTER REPRESENTATIVES 


Inbound & Outbound Customer Service and Sales / Financial Services / Level 1 Technical Support 


Earn as much as Php30,000/month! 


ШЙ ШЇ 


OTHER POSITIONS AVAILABLE: 


ANE 


CLIENT RELATIONS MANAGER : HR MANAGER : OPERATIONS DIRECTOR : 57 
SPECIALIST : CORPORATE COMMUNICATIONS WRITER : PRODU 
TELCOMS ENGINEER : CORE SKILLS TRAINER (COMMUNICATION AND CUSTOMER SERVICE): 


ORATE CONNU 


Faster processing for applicants wth at least һе Б months call center experience 
and they wil also get a 1015% SALARY PREMIUM GUARANTEED!" 


Candee mast ring Ceca одо stating te BASIC SALARY and TENURE, 


* SALARY PREMIUM IS BASED ON TENURE AND COMPENSATION STATED ON THE COE. 
APPLICANTS MUST ALSO HAVE A BASIC SALARY OF 18,000 PESOS OR ABOVE FROM 
THEIR PREVIOUS EMPLOYER TO QUALIFY FOR THE SALARY PREMIUM PROGRAM. 


WEBSITE: www.vxi.com 


EMAIL: careersphüvxi.com 


STEMS ENGINEER : EMPLOYEE RELATIONS 


CT TRAINER : APPLICATIONS DEVELOPER 
COMPANY NURSE 


AD BLOG: www.vxi-ads.blogspot.com 


— 


EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT/ 
TREASURY MANAGER 


We are a manufacturing company with a workforce of 1,200 É 


employees in our plant and branch offices nationwide. 


We are looking for а highly competent manager who will 
direct the activities of the Treasury Department in our 
Makati head office and will also provide executive 


assistance to our Vice-President/Treasurer. Profile we Ё 


seek is as follows: 


» graduate of Accounting or business course; not over % 


45 years old (a CPA will have a distinct advantage); 
of unquestionable integrity; 

extensive treasury experience gained from а 
manufacturer of consumer products; 

has handled a managerial role, good at direction-setting, 
process review and control; 

with sharp analytical skills; can streamline procedures 
and propose process improvements; 

can effectively communicate and relate with people. 


Interested applicants are requested to e-mail resumés to: 
eg_coronel@yahoo.com 
Or contact telephone number 741-5920 


ATENEO DE MANILA UNIVERSITY 
Loyola Heights, Quezon City 


Тһе Ateneo De Manila University Loyola 
Schools is in need of a 


School Nurse 


with the following minimum qualifications: 

. Isa registered nurse; 

; Hos excellent frontline communication and interpersonal ls; 

: Has computer knowledge in aid of research and implementation 

© school and community health programs 
Applicants who have previous employment in a school or hospital 
setting and have research experience in school and community 
health programs wil have an advantage. 
Applicants may send their letter of application, including resumé, 
transcript of records and 2x2 picture o: 
Personnel Office, Room 210 Xaver Hall, 
Ateneo De Manila University, Katipunan Avenue, 
Loyola Heights, Quezon Су 

ог apply online thru personnel@admu.edu.ph оп or before 
August 31, 2007. 


CTI GROUP PHILIPPINES 


Wo are currently seeking porsonnel for the following position: 


Immediate opening for 


Floor Supervisors 
Male/Female 


Successful applicants should be: 
21 years or older - Physicaly fand of smart appearance. 

T Ашот player -Abie о work in a fest paced environment. 
Candas need computor ils wih Wors, Exo, amd Quoc along wth 
ousekoopng bec 

Must hare rest supervisory sks and ably lo пагода chers 

Base salary: 1,500.00 US$ + TIPS (6-8 month contract) 


er 


Please submit current Resume, A valid Certificates and colored 2" x 2" Photograph to: 
CTI Group Philippines, Inc. 

Secon SU em i Aarnen Vegas Conter 

Sisi os пона Ded. ини. onan, Pelee 

тезине 20 Pae RNS 


WANTED: SALES ENGINEER 


A reputable industrial trading company and supplier of plant 
machinery, equipment and spare parts is in need of a sales 
engineer. 


Qualifications: 
Male, 25-32 years old 
Graduate of engineering course. 
Computer literate 
Related sales experience is an advantage 


Successful applicant will receive above industry average 
‘compensation package and benefits including foreign travel 
and training, 


Interested applicants may mail/send their resumé 
with 2x2 ID picture and copy of diploma and 
transcript of records to: 


Attn: The Personnel Manager 
Unit 704 Atianta Centre, #31 Annapolis St., 
Greenhills, San Juan 1502, Metro Manila 


ZAN СІН 
Development 
Ессштш | i 
SA Corporation. 
The developer of Camp John Hay, Baguio City's premier 
forest-tourism resort, announces the following: 


WORK OPPORTUNITIES 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARY FOR SVP 
FOR LEGAL AND CORPORATE SERVICES 


Minimum Qualifications: 

Female, Single, Graduate of any Bachelor's degree, At least with 2 
years work experience, Excellent communication and interpersonal skills, 
ble to organize and transmit data and documents systematically & 
efficiently, Can work under minimal supervision, Proficient In Windows- 
based programs, Capable of dealing with various clients on a professional 
level. 


MARKETING ASSISTANT 


Minimum Qualifications: 

Graduate of Management, Marketing, or any related course, at least 
with 1 year work experience In the field of Marketing Operations, 
Profident in written and oral communication, Knows how to Interface 
with clients, Famillar with various facets of office operations. 


For interested applicants, submit the following requirements with a 
Letter of Application to the Human Resource Department, СУН 
Development Corp, S/F Renaissance Tower, Meralco Avenue, Pasig 
‘ity not later than July 26, 2007 In the morning: Comprehensive 
Resumé with at least one contract number, 2x2 ID Picture, SSS 
‘Number Tax Identification Number and Certificate/s of Employment. 


Look for Donalyn A. Vizcara or e-mail your requirements to: 
cjhhumanresource@gmail.com 
Place the postion you are applying for as the subject. 


For any inquires, please contact. 
Ms. Dianne U. Austria at (02) 637-5080 


VIOLIN TEACHERS 


- degree & above or equivalent from reputable university 
- min. 2 years of relevant working experience 
- 5 years & above relevant working experience will be 
considered for senior position 

- self driven, energetic & possess strong passion to inspire 
- able to project a strong & positive image of 

self/herself 

le to teach young children ra 


2 ng from 5 yrs. onwards 
to adult 


Please write in with complete resume giving full 
details including current & expected salary and 
а recent photograph to: 


edvox music school 


email: jobs@edvox.com 
tel: (65)61003380 fax: (65)63993380 


website: www.edvox.com 


SUNDAY, JULY 22, 2007 


JoBMarket 
JOBMARKETupda 


“Text us your feedbacks quer МР namalcyfmessge. Send to 2207 (СОЕ) or 283 (Smari) 


7.6 million workers ‘overemployed’ 


CITING A REPORT BY THE BUREAU OF 
Labor and Employment Statistics 
(BLES), Labor and Employment Secre- 
тагу Arturo D. Brion said majority of the 
overemployed workers, or those who 
worked more than 48 hours a week in 
their primary or main job, worked ex- 
cessively for additional earnings. 

Brion added that some 
overemployed workers also extended 
extra hours at work in compliance with 
the requirements of their employer. 

‘The BLES report, which was culled 
from the labor force survey conducted 
quarterly by the National Statistics Of 
fice, showed that 22.9% of the 33 mil- 
lion employed Filipino workers in 2006 
were overemployed. The figure trans- 
lates to 7.6 million overemployed Filipi 
mos. 

The report also showed that majority 
of the overemployed workers (58.5% or 
4.4 million) worked for additional earn- 
ings. Of this figure, about 2.5 million or 
57:496 were men. About 40% or three 
million gave requirements of the job as 
another reason for working excessively 

The Dole chief said the statistics on 
overemployment along with underem- 
ployment are essential in analyzing and 
finding solutions to the country's em 


E-malt: pr. mettoGinquior com ph. 


JOBMARKET TRAINING NAVIGATOR 
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For Inquiries 

Luanne dela Cruz 672615020166 
anne delacruzGpmap org ph 

Mrs Jakosalem @ 726-1532/81/88 
тїз jkosalem@pmap org ph 

Mra Jakosalem Ө 726-1532/81/88 
mira jekesslemGpmap org ph 

Mira Jakosalem @ 716-153/81/88 
mira jakosalem@pmap.org ph 
Luanne dela Cruz @ 726-1532/61/86 
anne. delacrux@pmap.org.ph 
Luanne dela Cruz @ 726-1532/61/08 
huanne.delacrez@pmap.org.ph 


He noted that there is a need to take 
а closer look on the overemployed in 
view of the fact that long hours of work 
is detrimental to the workers’ health and 
well being, productivity levels, work 
qualicy, and balance between work and 
family life. 

cording to International Labor Or- 
ganization Convention No. 1, 1919, the 
working hours of persons employed in 
any public or private industrial undertak- 
ing or in any of its branches other than 
that where only family members are 
employed, shall not exceed eight in the 
day and 48 in the week. 

‘This has been reiterated in the 1974 
Philippine Labor Code which states that 
the normal hours of any employee shall 
not exceed eight hours a day and that 
an individual is entitled to a rest period 
of not less than 24 consecutive hours af- 
ter every six consecutive normal work 
days. 

Data further showed that the propor- 
tion of the overemployed to the total 
employed at 22.9% іп 2006 has barely 
changed compared to 215% 
overemployed workers іп 2001. Data 
also showed that more than half (4.1 
million) of the overemployed in 2006 
were men. 


employed working beyond regular hours 
was noted over the period in review. In 
2001, those aged 35-44 years old ac- 
counted for the biggest share at 25.5% 
(1.6 million). 

Five years later, the biggest 
overemployed group belonged to the 25. 
34 years old at 2.1 million or 27.5% of 
the total overemployed workers. This 
means that overemployed workers 
were getting younger. 

In terms of education, high school 
graduates accounted for the biggest 
number of workers with long hours at 
1.8 million (29.2%) in 2001 and 2.3 
million in 2006. Less than 10% of the 
overemployed were college graduates, 
500,000 in 2001 and 708,000 in 2006. 
This group was almost equally divided 
between men and women workers. 

‘Around 65% (4 million 2001 and 5 
million in 2006) of those who worked 
more than 48 hours were married. One 
third of the overemployed married 
workers belonged to age group 35-44 
years. While this age group remained to 
account for the biggest shares in 2006, 
their proportions including those aged 
45 years and over have declined since 
2001. On the other hand, overemployed 
married workers in age groups 15-24 and 
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EDSA Shangri-La 


Powermex Consulting Group 
687-9014 or 687-5748 * Look for Leni 
Powermax Consulting Group 

6873014 or 687-5748 * Lock for Leni 


Powermax Consulting Group 
687-9014 cr 687-5748 * Lock for Lent 


Headstrong to fast-track 
Philippine expansion program 


HEADSTRONG, A GLOBAL CONSULTANCY 
firm offering consulting, application outsourcing, 


Holiday Inn Galera 


Holiday imn Galeria 


Hobday Inn Galeria 


rate and in line with their growth strategy, the 
МОРС plans to double its headcount from 500 to 


ployment problems. 


А shift in the age structure of the 


25-34 years old have increased. 
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CHINESE-FILIPINO BUSINESS CLUB SME WEEK 
Shown are top portion from left: Siy Yap Chua, EVP-CFBI; 
Jefferson Cheng, VC-Youth Comm; Edison Ong, VC-Advocacy Comm; Josefina Urmaneta, OIC, 


TBMD,PTTC; Mr. Jessie Rebustillo, AVP-for Classifieds, Inquirer. Left photo belo 


teven L.Ching, chair-DTI CFBCI SME Center; 


с Edison Ong, Ms. 


Urmaneta, Steven L. Ching and Hermie Del Rosario, Adviser for DTI SME Center. Right photo belo 
Hermie Del Rosario , Mr. Rebustillo, Steven L. Ching and Edison Ong. 


4D OWER МАХ proudly presents: 


JULY 31 AUBUST 2, 1:00 


5:00pm HOLIDAY INN GALLERIA 


This comprehensive sales training program will give you the sales champion’s 


mindset and will help you master the sales process from start to finish. 


The 


program is designed under an accelerated leaming framework, giving you sales 
training that “sticks” and the power to translate learning into action immediately 


V SPEAKER JOHN CALUB 


John Calub has trained and coached more 
than 10,000 people across the country in the 
areas of sales and peak performance. He 
has produced several success stories in the 
field of professional selling. 
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TASTERINGIIHE SIKEY/STERS ОР; 
HE SALES PROCES! s 


+ Milion-peso prospecting 

* Connecting and Building instant Rapport with 
Prospects 

+ How To Make a Template of Ideal Prospects 

+ Presenting with Pizzaz 

+ Words that change minds 


ORE TIN 


SEMINAR INVESTMENT 


Regular Rate 
Early Bird Rate 


= Php4 
- Php3 995.00 + VAT 


,485. 


00 + VAT. (шай му 17) 
‘Starting July 18) 


* Seminar investment is inclusive of snacks, handouts and car pass. 


This Event is 
Sponsored by: 


POWERMAX Tel.: 687-9014 • 687-5748 
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LOOK FOR LENI 
OR TEXT/CAL. 
0915-9882642 


product development, and business process 
Outsourcing services has announced plans to ac 
celerate its Philippine expansion program. 

“The company currently employs 2,500 profes 
sionals worldwide with headquarters in the 
United States and global presence in the United 
Kingdom, Germany, Japan, Hong Kong, 
Singapore, India and the Philippines. 
Headstrong's strict adherence to continuous im- 
provement is backed up by quality certifications. 
such as SEI-CMM Level 5, People-CMM Level 3 
and IS0-9001:2000. 

Headstrong's Philippine offshore facility - the 
Manila Global Delivery Center (MGDC) at the Ex- 
port Bank Plaza in Makati City is configured as a 
solution center to meet world-class standards 
and has been delivering offshore and onshore 
services for а full range of integration services, 
including strategic assessment, design and 
implementation, and application development 
and maintenance for its client base made up of 
Fortune 2000 companies and multi-national glo 
bal corporations belonging to the financial ser- 
vices, public sector, technology, and services in- 
dustries. Headstrong currently works with eight 
of the world’s top ten investment banks. 

With the global demands for high-level 
outsourcing services growing at a phenomenal 


1,000 by the end of the year. Software and con- 
sulting professionals with deep technical exper- 
tise in niche competencies like net-centric tech- 
nologies (e.g. JAVA, МЕТ) business intelligence 
technologies (e.g. Business Objects, Informatica, 
Cognos), business analysis, quality assurance / 
testing, eLearning development and technical 
writing to name a few will comprise the bulk of 
the company's additional manpower needs. 

Plans are also underway for setting up a 
team at the MGDC to provide first to third level 
technical support for a major hedge funds soft- 
ware. The company will recruit people with 
business degrees and retool them to learn the 
hedge funds business and the software appli- 
cation. 

"The expansion program is part of our thrust 
to leverage Headstrong s world-class practices to 
support the best of breed clients that we serve. 
We are inviting all skilled and dedicated IT prac- 
titioners to build their careers with us and be at 
the forefront of our country’s march towards glo- 
bal excellence in software consulting and busi- 
ness process outsourcing, " Headstrong Philip- 
pines Country Manager Nora Terrado said. 

Interested applicants may visit the Careers 
page of the Headstrong corporate website at 
‘www headstrong.com for more details 


PMAP tackles career opportunities 


THE PEOPLE MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATION OF 
the Philippines (PMAP) President Mark Go is. 
happy to announce that this month's General 
Membership Meeting (GMM) will feature one of 
the country's most successful entrepreneurs. 
Pacita "Chit" Juan, CEO of Figaro Coffee, will 
share her best practices as she graces the event 
as guest speaker on the topic “Career Opportuni- 
ties in SMEs." 

“Throughout the years, Ms. Juan was able to 
put Figaro Coffee at par with the other foreign 
coffee brands and even expanded outside the 
country (2 outlets in China and 1 in Dubai). "Be- 
ing an SME didn't stop us from going abroad,” Ms. 
Juan noted proudly. Figaro has even found suc 
‘cess in China, where tea is the beverage of 
choice. “It's become a borderless world. As we 
tell even our employees, “Start here, then go 


everywhere!” 

In the upcoming GMM, Ms. Juan will share her. 
expertise in entrepreneurship and advices in pur- 
Suing a career in Small and Medium Enterprises 
(SMEs) for anyone interested in setting up their 
own business. 

Lawyer Jolly O. Dela Torre of DOLE's Bureau 
of Labor and Employment will also speak on 
“Mainstreaming of Persons with Disabilities 
through Employment Facilitation." 

This month's PMAP GMM will be held on 
July 25, 2007 at the Intercontinental Hotel in 
Makati Fees for the event are set at Р800 for 
PMAP members and P900 for non-PMAP mem- 
bers. For further details, interested parties may 
contact the PMAP professional staff at telephone 
numbers 726-1581/88/32 or through email: 
pmap@pmap.org ph. 


RP to host 2nd global forum on migration 


‘THE PHILIPPINES HAS DECLARED THE READI- 
ness to host the Second Global Forum on Migra- 
tion and Development in 2008 to promote global 
partnership in addressing migration issues espe- 
cially those affecting overseas Filipino workers 
(OFWs), the Department of Labor and Employ- 
ment (Dole) said recently. 

Labor and Employment Secretary Arturo 
D. Brion made the announcement at the con- 
clusion of the 1st Global Forum on July 11, in 
Brussels, Belgium. The forum gathered 155 
countries to address current issues on inter 
national migration in a bid to link migration 
benefits fully and positively to development. 

Brion closed the forum, noting that the 
Philippines finds itself in a very challenging 
position as the identified host of the 2nd Glo- 
bal Forum to be held next year in Manila 

The Dole chief said the first global forum 
was an informal, non-binding, and consulta 
tive process that brought participants to 
gether to share best practices and identify 
future cooperative actions on positive de- 
velopment impact of migration. The forum 
was supported by Friends of the Forum, or 
stakeholders and members of the United 
Nations. 

Не said the forum addressed the issues on 
human capital development, improvement 
of remittance flows and utilization, and fi 
nally, the promotion of partnership and policy 
coherence among participating countries. 


PSTD conventionis back 


THE GLOBAL MARKET NOW DEMANDS TRANS- 
formational changes from your organization, with 
allthenew developments and innovations. Find 
the need to seek keys to getting your organization 
tostay ahead. Learn how to cope with these 
changing times and uncertainties through your 
most vital resources, your people, by joining the 
Philippine Society for Training and Development's 
33rd National Convention on Oct. 24-26 at the 
Taal Vista Hotel, Tagaytay City. 

‘All Human Resource Development Practitioners 
are invited to learn more about this year's theme, 
"Building People, Deepening Values, Strengthen- 
ing Relationships: Key to Performance and 
Results." Times may be changing fast, but you'll 
be bringing your organization to the top with all 
your new ideas from the PSTD 33" National 
Convention. For information and registration, 
please call 8139072 or 8140372; email 
pstdsecretariat@yehoo.com or 
secretariat@pstd.org; or check out www.pstd.org. 


He said, however, that there is a need 
to go beyond these issues to address other. 
direct, collateral, and cross-cutting issues 
in migration and its necessary linkages to 
development. 

‘Towards this end, he said that the Phil- 
ippines as host of the 2nd Global Forum 
will spearhead follow-up activities and 
dialogues of the 1st Global Forum, sustain 
the momentum and interest of the Friends 
of the Forum, and urge countries to pursue 
the projected outcomes of the 1st Global 
Forum. 

The labor and employment secretary 
noted that hosting the 2nd Global Forum, 
though a daunting challenge, would provide 
the country another opportunity to pro 
mote further the welfare and the rights of 
OFWs in host destinations. 

He said the task is an honor and a гес- 
ognition of the Philippines as a model in 
its implementation of the overseas em: 
ployment program. The program, among 
Others, assigns various agencies to deliver 
orderly deployment and welfare services 
to OFWs. 

In behalf of the OFWs, Brion called on 
all UN member- nations, forum partici- 
pants, and stakeholders to join hands and 
Work together towards the continuity of 
the global forum process and the imple- 
mentation of the gains made. 


NCO group exclusive 
job fair at Ali Mail 


CALLING ON ALL ASPIRING CALL CENTER 
agents, mark July 26 and 27 in your calen- 
dars and update your resumes as NCO Group 
holds Its annual exclusive job fair at the 3rd 
floor Activity Center of Ali Mall, Cubao. 
Applicants should be at least 18 years old, 
have a high school diploma, must be 
computer literate and possess excellent 
communication skills. 

‘Those who are interested please bring 
your resumes and a photocopy of any valid 
10 on the said dates, between 10 a.m. to 
3p.m. 

This job fair is done in cooperation with 
the Quezon City Government through the 
leadership of Mayor Sonny Belmonte and 
Councilor Bolet Banal. Also involved in the 
sald project are councilors: RJ Belmonte, VJ 
Belmonte, Candy Medina and Bayan! Hipol. 
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ASEAN Centre for Biodiversity 
35 ERDB Blág Forestry Campus, College Laguna 4031, Philippines 
Тамак: 6349 536 2865 ; 536 1563; 536 1044 
contact us@aseanbiodiverstyorg-hp:emaseanbiodversiyor! 
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Job Advertisement 


Тһе ASEAN Centre for Biodiversity (ACB) is a newly established intergovemmental organization 
aiming to become a center for coordinating the regional effort towards sustainable management of 
biodiversity resources in the ASEAN region. Maximizing the long-standing partnership between 
and among the ASEAN Member Countries (AMCs), countries outside the region and other 
stakeholders on biodiversity issues and initiatives. the ACB endeavors to become а major instituton 
that will strategically advance the biodiversity conservation and management agenda in the region. 
Lending critical support to the operations of АСВ are the European Union (EU) and the ASEAN 
Member Countries. 

Responsibilities 


ACB is seeking a dynamic, innovative and able candidate to become йв Director for Networking, 
Partnership and Resource Mobilization (NPRM) based at the ACB Headquarters located in the 
Los Baños, Laguna Philippines. Under the authority of the Governing Board and directly supervised 
by the Executive Director, the Director for NPRM shall be responsible for the following: 

(1) Develop a networking programme and foster partnerships with appropriate regional and 
International institutions in the private and public sectors which can be potential partners, 
funders and supporters of ACB s programmes and projects, with the end view of leveraging 

e and mobilizing resources for the sustainable operations of the Centre: 

(2) Setup the operational and policy framework for resource mobilization (RM) and partnerships. 
as well аз develop and implement RM and partnership building plans, strategies, policies 
and tools. 

(3) Take the lead in ACE's fundraising efforts to raise funds for its operations and endowment 
fund (ASEAN Biodiversity Fund) to ensure the sustainable financing mechanism of the 
Centre: and 

(4) Direct and oversee the management of the NPRM Unit of the ACB by ensuring that substantive 
work program and operational activities are carried out in a timely fashion and coordinated 
with appropriate units of ће АСВ while maintaining high-quality standard of outputs. The 
tasks particulary cover the following activities: 

(г) Identify and maintain external relations, networking and partnership linkages with 
Inston and organizations in view to maintaining coleborative working arrangements 
with ACB; 

(b) Plan and coordinate әй activities leading to the establishment and maintenance of a 
‘sustainable financing mechanism that can support the operations of АСВ; 

(e) Analyze and keep abreast with the financing trends and developments in the environment 
‘and conservation fields and develop innovative strategies to maximize financing 
opportunities for ACB; 

(6 Link with technical programmes and other assistance opportunities from existing and 
{future regional initiatives that can be channeled to support the programmes undertaken 
by the ACB 

(е) Establish and maintain broader relations with donors and financial partners as well as 
lap traditional and non-traditional sources of funding that can contribute the various 
activities and projects undertaken by the AMCs through the АСВ; 

(0 Monitor and assess the performance and progress of RM and partnership efforts of the 
Centre; and 

(9) Provide support to the Governing Board and assistance lo the Executive Director to 
make informed decisions and actions with regard lo RM and partnership efforts of ACB. 

Competency 


The applicant should have a strong sense of responsibilty: have a demonstrated ability to plan 
strateges and prioritize activities: have strong analytical skils and timely decision making capability, 
practicing results-oriented approach to delivering outputs: possesses a leadership and management 
style that is inclusive, participatory and collaborative, fosters team work: have mentoring qualities 
that can motivate peers and colleagues to achieve the goals of the organization. Ратйагйу with 
and appreciation of biodiversity conservation and environmental issues is a major consideration 
As the Centre has a multicultural environment, the candidate should have the ablity to adjust to he 
varying cultures of ASEAN and incorporate social sensitivities and gender perspectives in hisiher 
working ethos. The Centre is an equal opportunity employer and opens this position to any qualified 
candidate that can best fit to the needs of the organization. 

Qualifications. 

Nationality — prospective candidates must be a national of any ASEAN Country 

Education- Advanced unverly degree (Magier s degree or equivalen) in Management, Business 
‘Administration, Marketing and Finance or related fields. 

Work Experience - Al least 10 years of relevant and progressively responsible experience in forging 
partnerships and mobilizing resources for programmes and projects: have established networks 
and relations with polential ACB partners and funders: have proven track record in negotiations, 
fundraising and interaction with donor preferably for environmental causes and institutions, have 
demonstrated experience in implementing innovative ways for financing especially with private 
institutions. Proof of fundraising accomplishments is an advantage. 

Language — English is the working language of the Centre. For this post. fluency ià written and 
spoken English is required. Working knowledge of other languages used in ASEAN countries is an 
advantage. 

Others — Proficien 
well as the use of Y 
Applications 


The applicant should submit a (1) latter of intent, no more than two pages, detaling how his 
Qualifications and experiences make him suitable for the position as well as relating his fundraising 
‘experiences and the strategies he employed to address fundraising challenges he encountered: (2) 
completed Personal History Form (which can be downloaded at filp: www aseanbiodiversily. ora! 
Jobsiors_07001, (3) comprehensive curriculum vitae, (4) names and email addresses of at least 
ree references (including current supervisor, if applicable) lo the ASEAN Centre for Biodiversity 
at the following email address: jobs@aseanbiodiversity.org 
Interested applicants must submit their applications on or before 22 August 2007. Applications 
entered after the said date wil not be considered. Only short-isted applicants wil be given due 
notice. Previous applicants to this post may apply again 
For further details on eligibility and other requirements kindly visit Ihe ACB website 
wowvaseanbiodiversity.org. 


In computer applications used in communication and project management as 
е internet 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER === — 


JOBMarket.- 


World Vision International 
Feri her fd ple by linge crue cf porary ond un 


enhancing cur globo sponsorship business processes: 


ыс 
World Vision q 


Word Vison Iniemašonol, o Chron humoritoron orgonizafon dedcaled to working wilh children, families ond their communis worldwide 1o 


in our desire to buid o bate word for бе children, we ae opening the following positions thot will help us ochieve ergonizainalelfecveness by 


V8 Applications Developer 1 
[эге 
« To provide progromming, debugging & кене development 
+ Те conan et and support programs (primari written in 
‘aval Bose/SGt) fo enhonc the icone ола ef 
of WV sofware орсо. 


Kex Requirements 

Bachelor's degre in Computer Science, Engineering or 
елес decoro. 

+ M lest 2 years experience in the use of Visvol Воб. 
‘experience in бе use of cher web. bosad lechnologres (HTML, 
ASP, eva] would be ол odvonioge: 

^ Krowledgeable in MS-SQL SQL Programming, Сузы Reports 
ond Windows server operating systems- 


VB Applications Developer 2 
рү 
To provide 
«To canen, es ond support progroms (primary writen in 
Visual Bosc/SQl enhance the eficency ond eflecveness 

of Digits! Imoging application ond other МУ opplicctions. 


regromming, debugging & sofware development 


+ Bochelor’s degree in Computer Science, Engineering or similar 
бсре. 
Al он 2 yeors experience inthe se of Visual Bosic/SQL 
Experience in he use of other wab-bosed 'echnologies 
(HTML, ASP, Jova) would be on advoniage. 
Knowledge inthe use сі digol camaras, photography is 
on стода 
Knowledgeable in MS-SQL, SQL Progromming, Copie 
Reports and Windows server operaiing lems. 


Business Process Analyst 
Key Resgonsinties 
' provde guidance ond odis othe user community on 

the proper ond ексе use of WV sofware 
оооу 
М солай wih business siokahciden ond ensue processes 
те docureries, vplemeriad ondior aded 
inthe buses supper! oppkeniont where neceson. 


Sochelors degree in marketing, business monogement 
communications or semlor discplines 

‘leas 2 years experience working in o sofware 

suppor environment preferably in a marketing funcion 
Knowledge of SIMMA (Supporter Information Monogemant 
£ Колот Applicaton) or similar donor menogemen! 
cocoons is ол о®очозе. 


Business Analyst 
Kex Rescoosiibies 
«To provde soltwore opplicaion business analysis services. 
= To be able ю сола, implement el, support, ond consult 
in business systems solutions. 


Ker Regiments 
Bachelor's degree in Computer Sconce, Engineering or 
Sider бөріге 
A leas 3 yore experiance os o business олдун in o 
‘Sofware development environment working in о technical 
suppor group willbe on advantoge. 
Knowiedgecbe кеге developmen ile cycle peihodologies; 
s leat 1 ую in o swore developer role. 
Knowledg of Visual Bsie/ SOL а on odvonioge. 


Support Teom Leader 


To oses e providing ovesigh! lo cll aspects of he leom 
operators 

To fociis ond suppor the group in the success completion 
of ha жол длин т pronding services includes coordinating 
‘he rovine emirate los, ossa i the development, 
review & ongoing әрісі of proje rected matenals 

rd esssing m the odminstroton ol бе group budget 

To coordinate ond work wih various stokehelders ond the 
intemal technici ond oppicolions helpdesk eom 1o 
‘recommend орегоколо! changes, improvements and ongoing 
every ol he services 


Ker Remirements 
Зоо з degree in Computer Science, Engineering or simlar 
гаа 
Al гоч 3 yeors experience in бе supervision 
supgon groue 
Sold uncerstonding of томого lle суде development 
methodologies wih ot lost 2 увол experience in o solwore 
programming соросзу 


technical 


Technical Writer & Trainer 

Kev Resoonsios 
То develop ond deliver end-user documentation lo ensure. 
that slokeholders ore fully owore ofthe funckonoiy sclivore 
pplication 
Assists in бойга process document, training manuels and 
end-user documentation. 
Ploy os tho leod coctodion of oll software & application 
documentation. Develops the course ouline ond supporting 
— 
Assists in preparing Powerpoint raining slides, inerocive 
computer boxed wing, чо and/or other appropriate moteriols- 


* Bachelor's degree in Communications or similar discipline. 

+ 2+ үз experience teaching software applications &/or 
еде! material: design and develop student & insiruior 
Guides ond other lechnical raining materials. 


Senior Lotus Notes Developer 
Key Responsibilities 
* To leod ой technical ospeci inthe meintenarice of WV 
apelicotons, le ensure бо he copkcalicns ore consent w/ МУ 
evelopment siondords, delivered lo specicelions ond Му 
functional for use in WV minia. 
To prove source code managemen, release management! and 
ook ossurence on ой Lotus Notes code, 
To provide 3* line technical 8 application support lor 
end users and responds lo queries or inciden ia he opplicaions 
helpdesk 


"ochelors degree in Computer Science, Engineering or similar 
асре 

М ом 5 үз. experience in the use of Lotus Notos 
‘programming lenguage; experience ond working knowledge 
of Lotus seripting. interlace w/ Crystal Reports is о must 
Exparience ond working knowledge ol Lotus Global 
Workbench, TeomSudio (or similar source code 
Management toos] is ол advantage 


Junior Lotus Notes Developer 


о leod ой technical aspects in he maintenance of WV 
pplicolions, lo ensure that the oppictions ore consistent w/ 
WW developmen! siendords, delivered о specications ond fully 
funciona ог vse in WV minty. 
+ To provide 3^ line echnical & application support for 
sponds queries or incidents inthe applications 


Kev Requirements 

2/7 Bochelor's degres in Computer Science, Engineering or similar 
аре. 

+ Atleos 2 үз experience ia the use of Lotus Noles 
progromming language. Experience ond working knowledge 
f Lotus Noles scripting is a must, 

= Experience ond working knowledge of Lotus Global 
Workbench ond Crystal Reports is on odvonioge. 


Lotus Notes Technical Support 
Key Responsibiites 
* “То prowde tors application maintenance ond development 
+ VAI coner, test and support progroms primoñiy wi 
Lots Notes) 


— 
Bachelor's degre 
sapine. 

М lecs! 3 yrs experience in Lotus Noles applicotion development, 
Knowiadga of Lows Notos odminisraton ond ater web boxed 
Technology (HTML, ASP, Jovo, ХМ is оп advantage, 

Sold understondin of sofware life cycle developmen! 
methodologies wih о! loos! 2 yers experienc in о softwore 
programming copochy 


Computer Science, Engineering or similar 


Clipper Technical Support 
Kex Responsibilies 
jo prowcesofwore application meinfenonce ond development 
= To construc, ей ond suppor programs [primorily written in 
Ciippar/Dbose}. 


Key Requirements 
Bocholor's degree in Computer Science, Engineering or 
similar discipline. 

A leas! 3 yrs in experience in Cipper/Dbase/Forêro opplicolion 
developmen. 

Solid undersionding of sofware life cycle developmen! 
methodologies; w/ ot leos! 2 yrs experience in а sofware 
‘programming copociy. 


Requirements necessary for all the positions: 


‘Strong Chrision commitment os evidenced by life & chorocter. 
lexbilty ond obity to work independently without significant supervision. 
ili participate in the doy-lo-doy monogement by responding to incidents, queries and requests from the user. 
Fluency in English ond good communication skills (verbo! & writen). 
Proficiency in MS Applicotions, MS Visio, Lotus Notes is an advontoge. 
Excellent interpersonal skills os well оз sensitivity ond understanding of cross-cultural relationships. 


THE WORLD BANK OFFICEMANILA 
Requires a 


TEAM ASSISTANT 


The World Bank Office Manila (WBOM) has а vacancy for a top caliber Team Assistant to provide 
efficient and high quality general office management and administrative support to the Resource 
Management (RMy/General Services/Information Technology Team and to ihe Human Resources 
(HR) Team. This position will be for a two-year lerm appointment, subject to one-year probationary 
period, with possibility of renewal. Duties and responsibilities include, but are not limited to: 
Maintains and organizes up-to-date files of Resource Management (RM) documents, Human 
Resources (HR) general fles and consultant records in compliance with Bank's records and retention 
schedules. 
Supports the Resource Management Officer (АМО) and Human Resources Officer (HRO) in the 
preparation of presentation/workshop materials 
Serves as focal person for expatriate staff support services. 
‘Assists in the preparation of consultant contracts and consultant coordination. 
Responds to requests requiring file search and basic research. 
Follow up with client agreements, letter of contract, payment & travel documents in a timely 
Coordinates w/ relevant staff & provide assistance and/or information on related matters as 
requested, 
Drafts routine comespondence and proof-read documents using proper grammar, punctuation & 
style. 
Acts s rs in line contact of the team and serves as back-up to the Program Assist of Human 


Selection. Criteria: 
College degree in any Social Science or Business courses 
Excellent interpersonal skills, ability to establish and maintain excellent work relations in a team 
Excellent and effective team player, high degree of initiative, flexibility, dependability and 
resourcefulness with a drive for efficiency and results. 
Excellent organizational skills, ability to prioritize assignment, ability to handle multi-tasking and 
work effectively under pressure with minimum supervision. 
Excellent command of written and spoken Eaglish. 
High level of proficiency in Microsoft Office (Word, Excel, Powerpoint and Database program). 
‘Thorough working knowledge of general office procedures, facsimile machines and e-mails, 
Minimum four (4) years experience in secretarial and administrative work, preferably with high 
ranking officals. 


For your 
Classified Ads 
requirements, 

call our 

Classifieds 
Advertising 
Hotlines: 


Head Office: 
897-8808 
loc. 514, 516; 
899-4425; 
899-4427; 
897-8425 (Telefax) 
Cubao: 
(Aurora) 
912-9008 to 11 
Makati: 
892-5578; 
811-4361; 
811-4370 


2ason 


А new breed of street-couture brands is gonna cause a stir in Manila's 
luxury-cultured set. A first of its kind concept store will breach 
contempt and. power to the fashionables. It will be done. It is coming. 
Do you feel it? 


We will rock and sell premium lifestyle apparel and accessories for 
both men and women. Our mission is to provide high-quality, stylish 
amd distinctive merchandise to our customers. We will specialize іп 
delivering premium denim while dedicating our lifestyle to the latest 
brands and trends in fashion. And we only want the best team. 


If you are: 
male/female 
21-30 years old 
fashionable, good sense of imported brands 
articulate and personable 
can communicate in English 
great work ethic 
college level or undergrad 
with retail background (ideal) 
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Please send your application leter, with а comprehensive resume with details of your work experience, 
academic records, recent photo, references (at least three names with full contact details) not later 
ihan August 3, 2007. Only applicants who will be short-listed will be called upon for 
interview. 


Send the above to: 


Don't wait and be the last in line. 
Send your resume with 2x2 colored 
picture to our headquarters at 


Citi Trends Philippines, Іше. 
628 Oriente St. 

Binondo, Manila 

1006 

‘Tel. No.: (632) 242-4886 or (632) 244-7655 
(Look for Michelle) 

or email atcititrends@pldtdsl.net 


We will be waiting for you. 


The Human Resource Officer 
P.O. Вох 200 c/o Philippine Daily Inquirer. 
Б/Е Building В, SM Megamall, Mandaluyong City 


Megamall: 
635-0219; 
635-0220 


РОЕА 24-HR HOTLINES 
722-1144 • 722-1155 


WORKINGPEOPLE 


WE HAVE NO OFFICE AT- 
TIRE in our company and 
this is one of the reasons 
why I like it. Гуе been 
working here for 10 
months now as a sales ex- 
ecutive. I like to come to of- 
fice dressed and made up 
differently. Initially, I got 
whistles from the males, in- 
cluding my boss, and envi- 
ous looks from some fe- 
males. Some frown on my 
mini skirts, boots, bare 
midrib, etc., my disheveled 
hair, my colorful/metallic 
makeup, etc. 

Now, my 50-year-old 
boss has been frowning on 
my attire and my makeup. 
He wants me to dress like 
the other ladies who are 
conservative which is not 
my style. 

I don’t know why they 
have to fuss about my at- 
tire and about my looks. 


I'm a good performer; I 
deliver my targets and I 
have excellent rapport 
with our external custom- 
ers who find me “exciting” 
and refreshing to look at. 
This is why I’m able to hit 
my sales targets. 

Ms Different 


The fact that you are seeking 
advice shows that you feel un- 
comfortable with the reactions 
you are now getting from your 
boss and coemployees about 
your attire and makeup which 
are distracting to them, per- 
haps affecting their productiv- 
ity. You are now torn between 
your desire to be, or to look, 
different from the others, or to 
conform to the unwritten or 
unspoken conventional attire 
that is obviously approved of 
іп your organization. Your boss 
and coemployees didn’t real- 
ize that their reactions, includ- 


Video resumé, anyone? 


АМ INFORMATION ТЕСН- 
nology firm has launched the 
first video resumé website, 
Vidres.net in the country. 

Тһе site provides a more 
convenient recruitment pro- 
cess for both jobseekers and 
employers. 

Vidres managing director 
Florante F. Cruz says the 
video resumé aims to provide 
local and overseas Filipino 
workers an easy access to 
meet the good employers. 

He added that an advan- 
tage of a video resumé is it 
gives jobseekers а chance to 
show his or her communica- 
tions skills, confidently and 
articulately, without being 
misjudged by a biased or 
moody interviewer. 

With the video resumé; 
employers get a chance to 
see a candidate before calling 
him for a face-to-face inter- 
view. Jobseekers can save 
time, money and effort be- 
cause they only need to up- 
load one video resumé. 

"The Internet is rapidly 
changing in today's competi- 
tive job market. With the 
growth of Internet recruiting, 
more and more companies 


are becoming more adept in 
using todays technology. 
Very soon, video resumés are 
going to be as “ubiquitous as 
PDAs, iPods,” according to 
Vidres managing partner, 
Rosanna Llenado. 

А jobseeker can either 
write a typical resumé and 
attach a scanned photo, then 
upload it to www.vidres.net 
using his own computer at 
home at an Internet cafe. 
This is then sent to prospec- 
tive employers. 

Ог the job applicant can 
produce а 30-seconder live 
presentation of his back- 
ground, personality and the 
kind of work he likes. Job 
applicants may either upload 
а 30-second interview at | 
home or at Internet cafes ог 
mall sites set by Vidres.net. 
For a fee, the video resumé is 
saved at the site for employ- 
ers to browse through. 

“Its a matching game. By 
putting companies in direct 
touch with the kind of gradu- 
ates or jobseekers who will 
find a fulfilling career with 
them, we are really making 
more and more jobs become 
a reality," Cruz added. 
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“Text us your feedback: inquirer paw namelcy/messge. Send to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


‘My boss and officemates frown 
on my attire and makeug 


what you think and feel,” “I'll 
do what I want and you can't 
make me," etc. All of which 
are indicative of a negative at- 

ide. You need to examine 
your heart to see the root cause 
of your desire for attention and 
recognition. However, under- 
standing why you do what 
you do is just one element; just 
as important is managing your 
attitudes and behaviors so that 
you can be а "good corporate 
citizen." 

Whatever organization you 
will work in, following norms 
and corporate values is as im- 
portant as performance. You 
are in no position to change 
rules; you are there to follow 
them. You cannot be a deviant 
and still get the social approval 
you want. You may be perform- 
ing well and hitting your sales 
targets, but as an employee of 
the company (I suppose you 
have already been regular- 


FAsk Your 
CAREER 


ing the negative ones, were 
actually a positive reinforce- 
ment to your behavior that 
they disapprove of because 
they were giving you the at- 
tention and recognition, albeit 
negative, that you wanted. 

Your boss should just simply 
have called you to his office 
and told you assertively that 
he didn’t like the attire and 
the makeup you use in the of- 
fice, and directed you to wear 
conventional attire and con- 
servative makeup. 

You may want to look differ- 
ent, but what you are actually 
communicating is “I'm not a 
team player,” “I don't care 


ized) you need to abide by cor- 
porate values. Read each of 
them and see where following 
norms—both written and un- 
written—fall under. 

Since you sought my advice, 
I suggest you listen to your boss 
and follow his directions. Look 
at the attire and makeup of the 
female smart dressers in the 


company and learn from them 
how to dress right for work. 
God bless you. 

(Josie О. Santamaria is a manage- 
ment consultant, coach and counse- 
lor, and president of Career Systems 
Inc., a management, organization 
and human resource development. 
company. Send feedback to josanta 
maria@careersystems.com.ph.) 


US working moms say they prefer part-time jobs 


NEW YORK—A SHARPLY INCREA- 
sing portion of America's working 
mothers say their ideal situation 
would include a part-time job, 
rather than working full- time or 
staying at home, а new national 
survey finds. 

The Pew Research Center sur- 
vey, being released Thursday, found. 
that only 21 percent of working 
mothers with children under 18 
Viewed full-time work as the best 
arrangement, down from 32 percent 
in 1997, 

Sixty percent of the working 
mothers said a part-time job would 
be best, up from 48 percent 10 
years ago. And 19 percent said not 
‘working at all would be ideal— 
roughly the same as in 1997. 

Сату Funk, а Pew researcher on 
the survey, said the trend reflected 
women's latest thoughts on the 
ideal arrangement for their children. 

“Idon't think it means people are 
going to give up their jobs,” she 
said, “Its more of an expression of 
the difficulties of combining respon- 


sibilities at work and home.” 

The survey also found a shift in 
preferences among stay-at-home 
mothers. 

Only 16 percent of them said their 
ideal situation would be to work 
full-time outside the home, down 
from 24 percent in 1997. Con- 
versely, 48 percent of them now say 
that not working at all outside the 
home is the best arrangement, up 
from 39 percent who felt that way 
in 1997. 

Fathers with children under 18 
hada different outlook—72 percent 
said the ideal situation for them isa 
full-time job, 12 percent said they 
would prefer part-time workand 16 
percent said not working at all out- 
side the home would be best. 

‘The survey was conducted by 
telephone in February and March 
among a national sample of 2,020 
adults. The margin of error is 3 per- 
centage points for the full sample, 
higher for various subgroups. 

‘According to the latest federal 
figures, 70.5 percent of American 


Pizza 


COMPANIES TODAY ARE REA- 
lizing profits are not the “end- 
and-be-all” of operations. They 
must also be able to positively 
effect changes in society and in 
government. 

International Family Foods 
Services Inc. (IFFSD, the Philip- 
pine franchise holder of Shakey's 
has been practicing CSR before 
the term became a byword in 
today’s business world. Taking 
off from its roots as a family- 
grown business, the company 
treats employees as part of its 
family through the company cul- 
ture inculeated by the owners, to 
improve its employees’ quality of 
life. This corporate culture has 
been in place even before 
Shakey's achieved its current 
state of profitability. Hence, 


it is not surprising that the ave- 
rage tenure of its present emplo- 
yees is about five to 10 years. 
Further, that a lot of former em- 
ployees have returned to the fold. 
After trying employment else- 
where, they missed the feeling of 
belonging to a company with a 
heart. 

From its advocacy "at home," 
so to speak, Shakey's constantly 
searched for another advocacy, 
which addresses a need for prac- 
tical education. Through a little 
trial-and-error, it has found and 
embraced youth development 
through sports, volleyball specifi- 
cally, as its advocacy for the com- 
munity and the society at large. 
IFFSI believes that sports create 
long-term and significant educa- 
tional impact on today's youth, 


women with children under 18 work 
outside the home—including 60 per- 
centof mothers with children under. 
3. And the newly emerging prefer- 
ence for part-time work does not 
mesh with current reality: three- 
quarters of the working mothers 
have full-time jobs. 

However, Mary Anne Hyland, an 
Adelphi University management 
professor who has studied flexible 
work policies, said US companies 
are increasingly offering attractive 
part-time arrangements. 

"In the past, part-time jobs were 
often deadend jobs, and working 
mothers felt they had to work full 
time to maintain benefits," she 
said. "Now more companies are of- 
fering these benefits for part-time 
jobs.” 

The Pew survey found a division 
of opinion between working and 
stay-at-home mothers as to 
whether it's good or bad for society 
that so many mothers work outside 
the home. 

‘Among stay-at-home moms, 44 


percent viewed this trend as bad, 22 
percent as good, and the rest said it 
made no difference. Among work- 
ing moms, 34 percent saw the trend 
as positive, another 34 percent as 
negative. 

Тһе survey also found differences 
in how working and stay-at-home 
moms assess the job they do as par- 
ents— mothers working full-time 
give themselves lower ratings, on 
average, than at-home mothers or 
mothers working part-time. This 
self-rating question was not asked 
in the 1997 Pew survey, so there was 
no way to track changes over time. 

‘The survey questions did not seek 
details about how many hours a 
week the respondents worked, Joan 
Williams, an expert on workplace 
issues at California's Hastings Col- 
lege of the Law, said the finding 
that more women wanted shorter 
hours may reflect the fact that 
талу of them—especially in white- 
collar professions—are working 
more than 40 hours a week. 

æ 


firm goes for youth development 


Sports promotes camaraderie, 
teamwork, tolerance, and persis- 
tence—values that are rooted in 
the Shakey's corporate setting. It 
also highlights the fact that hard 
work and focus on one's ability to 
excel can bring one to the 
winner's circle not only in sports, 
but in life as well. 

Shakey's is now in its 4th year 
of co-presenting the Shakey's V- 
League, and has forged a five- 
year partnership with athletics in- 
novation team of Sports Vision 
Management Group inc. 
(SVMGD, which was co-founded 
by the late SVMGI president and 
former PBA commissioner, Emilio 
“Jun” Bernardino and "Moying" 
Martelino. 

Shakey's is slowly bringing 
volleyball to the grassroots’ level 
and has started laying the founda- 


tion through its sponsorship of the 
GVIL (Girls Volleyball Invitational 
League) that focuses on the devel- 
opment of high-school players. 
This league, spearheaded by 
Freddie Infante started with a 
handfal of schools from Luzon and 
has slowly but surely spread its 
roots in various parts of the Philip- 
pines. As of today, the GVIL has 
been enthusiastically welcomed in 
the Visayas and Mindanao areas, 
With the groundwork laid down 
and its advocacy structure in 
place, Shakey's is pushing volley- 
ball and youth development to- 
ward a brighter future. The suc- 
cess of its advocacy can be seen 
in the number of players and the 
universities and schools, both 
public and private now numbering 
over 40 in both leagues and the 
number is growing every year. 


What is that ‘one thing?’ 


By Teresa R. Tunay, OCDS 


“THERE IS NEED OF ONLY ONE THING...” WHAT "THING" IS THAT? IF 
youll run a survey in your own place of work, and ask just this one question, 
what kind of answer do you think youl дед For many, perhaps that une 
thing" needed (to succeed at work) would be: skills, or intelligence, or ambi- 
tion, or perseverance, connection, cleverness, opportunity, etc, ек. Ofcourse, 
those would be nice to have around, but would anyone of them be the only 
thing truly and really needed? The most pathetic worker you'll ever see isthe 
workaholic who thinks he owes his success to no one but himself. He does 
notrecognize"... the need of only one thing” nor the “only one thing" that he 
needs but goes only after what he wants. He willbe successful in the eyes of 
the world, sure, but his success cannot feed the multirudes. 

Filipinos pride Lea Salonga didn't achieve success and wor renown all by 
herself—she knows and meets “the need of only one thing." And she's not 
afraid she might be mocked for “confessing” it to three million people. In an 
intimate interview with Lea in the July 2007 issue of Catholic Digest, she 
said, "I make the Sign of the Cross before I head out on sage. Before some- 
thing really difficult I trace the figure of a cross very quietly, very small, on 
my skirt, on my knees, just something, to kind of bind me to God to get me 
through... IfTknow a big поез coming, then Lind of brace myself for it, but 
Tknow that Tm never really alone when I'm onstage.” This litle quote from 
a respected and admired world performer cements the essence of todays 
Gospel story: the only thing needed is to bind ош self to God. We are never 
alone so first honor this truth, and everything else will fall rightfully into place. 
(E-mail the author at teresa_de_manila@yahoo.com) 
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Gospel: Luke 10: 38-42 
The Lord said to her in reply, "Martha, Martha, you are anxious and 
worried about many things. There is need of only one thing..." 


Only one thing necessary 


By Bishop Precioso D. Cantillas, SDB, DD 


THERE WERE TIMES THAT AFTER A LONG DAYS WORK I WOULD ASK 
myself what things 1 have done. Sometimes I would feel proud of having 
accomplished a long list of things; other times 1 would feel discourage 
and unsatisfied even if I could recall having done a host of tasks and activi 
ties which have made me “anxious and worried” during the day. 1 would 
sometimes feel that | have done nothing at all, ог, that the many things I 
did were not that important. In this case, the words of Jesus to Martha. 
saying, "There is need of only one thing” would seem to enlighten me about 
my feelings of emptiness and uselessness even after working so hard. 

‘similarly, everyone in the workplace who has so many things to Бе 
anxious and worried about would share my experience. One would е so 
totally occupied in his work that he would not be able to realize the mea; 
ning and value of all that he spends his energies onthe “only one thing” 
which he truly needs and which could satisfy him fully. This vital element 
is not one of the many tasks in the work or job description of the worker, 
but it is the awareness or realization within the worker which makes him 
"see" the importance and profound value of every act he does, and of ev- 
ery energy he exerts at work. The one thing necessary is the certainty one 
feels within that assures him that Someone values with love every act he 
does in the workplace and in all his life. 

"The prayerful attitude of a worker which leads him to relate always 
with the God of his work, expressed in scheduled moments of personal or 
communal prayer and/or spontaneous and habitual self reminders of God's 
presence, would ensure him of the “only one thing” necessary in Ше and 
work. (E-mail the author at mfvg Gskyinet ner) 
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Boost Your Career! 


Career Opportunities * 
* Inbound Contact Center Associate (has finished at least 2 yrs. in college 
* Outbound Contact Center Associate 
(Preferably with 3-6 тоз. experience) 
* Account Executives (Telemarketer) 
* Technical Support Representatives. 
(with basic knowledge in any of the ff: Windows, Linux, Xetwork-LAN, 
JAVA. HTML. Dreamweaver, CSS, Adobe Photoshop, Troubleshooting) 
* Customer Chat Support 
* Bilingual (Japanese, Korean, Mandarin) Agents 
IT Supervisors 
(Senior Network Engineer with 6 yrs. experience installing and 
configuring Cisco routers and switches; knowledgeable with LAN 
hardware/software administration, design, installation & configuration) >) 
* Operations Managers 
4 Shift Managers 
Team Leaders й 
* Senior Accountant (CPA) 
e Workforce Analysts 


Bigfoot Group of Companies offers many opportunites for talented individuals E 
UNUM шне ME 
Up a 
XUL CC eee 
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We are on the lookout for topnotch people to fil the following positions: 


TALENT MANAGER 
Wah aî less hee years of talent management or agency experience; abie to handle 
adept іп deaig vith Intemational 


THE INTERNATIONAL AGADEM 
FILM AND TELEVISION 
чотшо, 
‘STUDENT AFFAIRS OFFICER 
‘Wh experience in handing sudon: 


degree in Education, and preferably with 
spite in dealing wah people; adept In dealing with Intemational cents 


Its happening in 


carcers isourcems.com ok Check out our website at 
or E 2 http:/www.bigfoot.com 
visit our office 
from Mondays to Fridays from 9:00 AM to 4:30 PM 


MARKETING & PR DIRECTOR 2 
iis sever yas managemen experience in corporate market 

evvonment: two years si marcterent ave 215 mele laca company, pecca 
Sr some esperience henteraitmort ons or dial technology arena: ойу іс ead 
Зла dre а moltnaticna! staf wit interational and regional exposure; abiy ю work 
{ne meraci ares cutures 
MARKETING COMMUNICATIONS COPYWRITER 

ausis Ga sorunteatons, агдай 90461527 DUDE relations or итаат 
Кота maging сойеремпнегыү at easi іно years experence п marketing 
отыра wih а multinational company, pubicatons frm advertising or PR 
Senay. a proide ceatve wrier who сап Randle ight deadlines and produce creative | 
рү fara diverse sot of marketing purposes and mediums. 


WEB MARKETING COORDINA’ 
AL least one year experiance in web wrting andior web таайа: experience in 
rine research work. э! least three years experiance in marketing 


Unit 408 4th floor Cityland 10 Tower 2 
154 НУ. Dela Costa St. Salcedo Village Makati City 1226 
Reeruitment Hotline: (02) 338-9805 to 07 


wwe. isourcems.com, 


MANAGING DIRECTOR 


SEEDFINANCE Corporation provides wholesale loans and technica! 
assistance lo local cooperatives, rural banks, and NGOs to support their 
microfinance operations. 


WANTED IMMEDIATELY 
PREFERABLY WITH SS YEARS EXPERIENCE 


MUST KNOW CAD PREFERABLY WITH 30 RENDERING 
FING PREVOUSWORKSBODATA 


4IUNCOLNST, GREENHILLS WEST, SAN JUAN, M 
SEAS -HELEN 


We currently need a MANAGING DIRECTOR who shall be responsible for 
the day-to-day activities ol the organization. Helshe will be in charge of: the 
overall management of the wholesale lending operations: implementation 
О! businessistratego plans; development and implementation of operational 
and administrative policies and procedures; fund-sourcing and investment 
generation. leadership and personnel management; board and other 
Stakeholders relations; corporate planning and marketing 
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A top Filipino corporation which has given its consumers the power ol choice through the pioneering 
Concept of mull branding in s own industry Invites highly competent and proactive individuais to join 
our equally competent sales team as: 


TRADE MARKETING OFFICERS Code: ТМО 
Male/Female. nol more than 32 years od 
Graduate of BSBA Management or Marketing 
Has a Drivers icense at least Non-Prolassional 
Above average communication and negotiation skills 
Wit at least 2 years experience in sales and marketing handling Key Accounts 
Fresh graduates who are strong willed are also invited 
‘With pleasing personaly 


PROMO AND MERCHANDISING ASSISTANTS сове: PMA 
Female, not more than 30 years ок prelerably ange 
‘Atleast Colege level 
‘Above average communication skits 
‘Wing lo work at night and be assigned within Metro Manila 
Waring & bartending background willbe an advantage 


JUNIOR SALESMAN Code: JS 


Мае, not more iman 30 years old 
years colege education ol any course 
I driver's icense code of 2 and 3 
Above average communication skits 


HR ASSOCIATE Code: HRA 


Female, not more тап 25 years О 
Gradusie ol AB/BS Psychology or any related course 

Exposure in Training & Development à compensation is an advantage 
Wiin above average communication Skils 


To aual i following: strong banking andlor 
finance background; extensive experience in microfinance, retail or 
wholesale; working knowledge of human resource administration, marketing 
and corporate planning, social development orientation; and honesty. 
integrity, and dignity in work 


He/she must be: 35 years old or older; a servant leader committed to 
democratic and participatory management; а Flipino citizen; ready о be 
based in Metro Manila and wiling to travel extensively. 


The salary for this position shall be РҺР50,200 (negotiable). 


Please send your application and resume by post or courier to 
SEEDFINANCE Corporation, Sulle 49 PARC House Bldg., 227 EDSA 
Greenhills. Mandaluyong City, 1558, via email to new_simd@ yahoo.com. 
or fax 1o telelax 02-7264258. Deadline for applications is on August 20, 
2007, Ail applications will be treated with utmost confidentiality. Only short- 
listed applicants will be contacted. 


Power Sector 


РАМТ 
B4 MANAGEMENT CORPORATION 


Applicants tor all postions are advised to тай a detailed resumé with 2x2 photo and transcript ol 
‘records мел heated poston coge 10: 


HUMAN RESOURCES DEPARTMENT 
6 Floor, Alied Bank Center, Ayala Avenue, Makati Ci 
JOB OPPORTUNITIES EIE еу ы 
z 7 We wil respond to ашай respondents 
The Power Sector Assets and Liabilities Management Corporation is now 
looking for qualified applicants to fill-up the following positions: 


TRADING ANALYST/JG 13 


Bachelor’s degree preferably along the areas of Engineering, Finance, 
Economics, Marketing and Business Administration 

Оле (1) year experience related to marketing or trading 
Responsibility includes the conduct of fuel and power generation 
forecast, monitoring of power plant performance and preparation of 
electricity trading transactions 


POWER MANAGEMENT SPECIALIST/JG 13 


Bachelor's degree preferably along the areas of Mechanical or Electrical 
Engineering 
One (1) year experience related to appraisal and sale of real properties, 


= 


International Offshore Systems Inc., categorized as a Business Process 
Outsourcing firm in the Philippines, is a subsidiary of a US-based company 
focused on the Healthcare Services Industry. Our organization is looking 
for candidates to fill-in the following posts immediately. 


Licensed Physical Therapist (2) 


Physical Therapy Degree 


other assets and facilities 

Responsibility includes the inventory, assessment and appraisal of 
power plant equipment, maintenance of data related to power plant 
assets/real properties, conduct of research on pricing, valuation and 
similar aspects for trends and updates, conceptualize efficient 
marketing strategy and conduct bidding of various power plants 


Work experience in the PT field preferred 

Outpatient orthopedic practice а plus 

Knowledge of evidence-based practice guidelines desired 
Excellent professional writing skills 

Sound clinical judgment, strong clinical analysis skills 
Quick learner, willing to expand knowledge base 


Self-starter, able to learn and progress skills with written feedback 


DATA ENCODER/JG 11 


Bachelor's degree 

Proficient in Windows application 

‘Above average knowledge in written and communication skills 
Responsibility includes encoding, filing and labeling of indices, 
document tracking, maintenance of office supply stock level and 
coordination with other offices relevant to the conduct of bidding 
procedure 


Physical Therapist with clinical background is desired to review medical documentation, 
recognize critical findings, assess necessity of medical treatment in consideration of 
evidence based medicine guidelines and prepare findings for physicians in utilization 
review. Reviews include physical medicine, diagnostics, invasive procedures, surgery, 
medications and other services. Candidates must be proficient in professional/technical 
writing and demonstrate excellent computer skills in Microsoft Word and Outlook. 
Commitment to furthering knowledge is essential. Full time position will expect. 
progression to completion of 20-30 reports per day with decreasing supervision as 
experience increases. Additional duties may include revision of reports to meet 
physician determinations following physician response. , 
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Interested applicants must be willing to be hired through a Contract of 
Service. They may submit their Resume to the HR Division, PSALM Corporation 

3 Floor Bankmer Bldg., 6756 Ayala Ave., Makati City 1226 Philippines; e-mail 
us at jobs@psalm.gov.ph; or call us at Telephone No. (632) 8930732. 


Applicants must submit a comprehensive resume with VALID/ACTIVE E-MAIL 
ADDRESS AND CONTACT NUMBERS on or before July 31, 2007. 


E-mail to: jobs@ios-consulting.com or infoGios-consulting.com 


Май or Deliver in Person to: International Offshore Systems Inc. Unit 1802 Antel 
Global Corporate Centre, #3 Doña Julia Vargas Ave. Ortigas Center, Pasig City. 


DOROTHY M. CALIMAG 


17 July 2007 Division Manager, Human Resource 


HR Division 
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ree holder 
M 


еа in Makati 
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we're also looking for 


Licensed 


ervice Representatives 


“Other positions av: 


* Outbound 


Access Worldwide is a premier marketing and tele-services provider with expertise 
in reaching the growing multicultural and established mainstream markets. Our 
services include inbound and outbound customer service, customer recruitment, 

win-back programs, product recall, special promotions and database maintenance. 


01) Republic Chemical Industries, Inc. 


(RCI is the country's leading and dominant supplier of industrial and 
household adhesives, sealants, specialty coatings, and insulation, is 
looking for qualified individuals to fil in tho vacancies. 
Foreign Traffic and Merchandising Officer 
Responsible tor procurement and availability of merchandising 
materials, coordinatas and process documentation for all importations 
and export requirements. 

Required skills: Negotiation skills 

Graduate of any business course. 


Materials Planning Clerk 
Ensures the avaabilty of Raw and Packaging Materials for both local and 
imported, 1o meet Production requirements at the least cost by the міо 
of Purchase Orders, and ensures па! ams are delivered on time. 

Graduate of any business course 

Willing to work In Carmelray, Industrial Park, Canlubang, Laguna. 
Driver 
Ensures comfortable and safely travel of а company officer, and must 
бе knowledgeable in пане rules and regulations. 

Required Sls: 

Driving sklistdenual and automatic 

Male, from 20-38 years old 

Send your resume at hrmd3@repchem.com 
Visit our website for more info: www.repchem.com 


‘Tyco Healthcare, а global leader in medical devices and supplies, 
diagnostic imaging agents, pharmaceuticals and other healthcare products, 
is seeking highly motivated individuals to join our representative office 
їп the Philippines 


Imaging Clinical Applications Specialist, 
South East Asia 


Provide raining programs, product updates and clinical studies to all customers. 
and distributors field personnel 
“Assist distributors in conducting produet presentation to prospective clients 
Establish und maintain business contacts to gather customers" feedback on 
‘company products and quality of service of assigned disibutor 
Work closely withthe regional marketing lo disseminate marketing strategies in. 
the field 
Responsible for promoting imaging group of products to assist distributors’ 
achieving target and increasing market share 

+ ‘Travelling о South Eas Asia countries is required for this role 


Requirements: 

* Degree or Diploma in Radiologic Technology 

2 Minimum 3 years of clinical experience ina Radiology Department with working 
knowledge of imaging group of products 

+ ‘Those with South East Asia exposure will be an added advantage. 

® Good communication skills and proficient in both spoken and wriuen English 

+ Good computer and analytical review skills 

+ Ableto uavelaverseas 


Ifyou aspire to be part of our dynamic team. send your comprehensive resume 
detailing academie qualifications, working experience, ситем and expected salaries 
anda recent photograph o careers asi eryccleali com.sg- 


Closing date: August 20,2007 
(We regret that only shorted candidates will be notified.) 


эз Chicago comer Emin Garca Sis.. Barangay Pinagkaisahan. 
Cubao. Quezon Сау 
Tel: 721-9781782: 725-4568 + Fax 727-2025 
Emait adoptonG cab gov ph 
‘webpage waw cab gous 


VACANCY ! 


The Inter-Country Adoption Board (ICAB). the Central Authority оп 
Intercountry Adoption in the Philippines under Republic Act 7043 
announces йв vacancy for one (1) Executive Director wih the 
following qualifications: 

‘Agency св 

Aüoress #2 Chicago cor. E. Garcia Sts. Barangay 

Number of Vacancy 1 

Executive Director 
ж 
Preferably wih Master's Degree in Social 
‘Work or ts equivalent in a etaed discipline 
5 years of managenal experience, 2 years of 
whch is preferably in the araa of child welfare 
Career Service Executve Elgbiity (CSEE) 
Career Executive Service (CES) 
All qualified applicants are enjoined to send in their resumés or 
apply personally at the address specified above. 
(God) ESTELA A. CAMINO 
Officer 


FOR IMMEDIATE HIRING 


Three (3) Business Development Associate / Accounts Executive 
; Gana a Bare доплата Mangement Sane ing еч ane et nt 


Two (2) ACCPAC Sales 
+ canacuns must possess м вш a Bacto’: Cote Deae Franoe Acca | 
umm 


d 
Business Development Manoger 
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JAVA Programmer 
2 саласа ктш posts lees Bach's Degree n Engine серле, Compter 
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TOUCH SOLUTIONS, INC. 


Get more exposure for your ad. 


ШЕ 
те country's most ae ТЕН 
БЕЛЕ ЕТІН INQUIRER: 


newspaper is in need of: “ахат 


Systems Analyst / Programmer 

5 College graduate preferably Computer Science or 
Computer Engineering 

+ Background in Computer hardware 


| < 1 to 2 years experience in this job or jobs leading to It 


* Knowledge in Web Programming VP Scripting, Perl 
Scripting, Visual Basic or Powerbuilder, MS SQL 2000 or 
Sybase SQL other relational database management 
system 


Secretary 
* College graduate preferably BS Secretarial Course 
* 1 year experience in related job 
Knowledge of basic office and e-mail software 
* Knowledge of basic computer operations 


Research Section Head 

* College graduate. 

< 2 years experience in related or similar job 

= 2 years management experience 

< Computer Skills (Windows, Word, Netscape, Explorer, 
Excel, Corel Draw, Powerpoint) 

4 Familiar with publishing industry 


Audit Assistant 
‘Accounting graduate preferably Certified Public 
Accountant 

« At least 2 years experience in auditing/computer audit 

* Knowledge of General Accounting & Auditing Principles 
and Procedures 

«Knowledge of Standards for the Professional Practice of 
Internal Auditing 

« Knowledge of Financial Data Analysis, Taxation and Labor 
Laws 

Computer Engineer 

«Graduate of Computer Engineering /ECE 

< 6 months to 1 year experience on this job 


» Knowledge of computer operations system like Windows 
ХР and Windows 2000/MAC OS X, desktop applications 
like MS Office, Open Office, Email client , Adobe 
Products 

+ Troubleshooting skills, Interpersonal Skills, 
Communication Skills 
Knowledge in network 


Send your application taner and comprehensive runt 
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NCE UPON А TIME, IN THE LAND OF 

4 Negros Occidental, there lived a mom 
‘474 who had three kids. They barely had 
enough money to get through the day. 


Writer Jeanette С. Patindol tells the story of 
how she stretched her money as a teacher in the 


А University of St. La Salle in Bacolod City. 


"Sometimes we would do our best to make 
one hundred pesos last for three days. It was 
not enough to cover the baon of my kids," she 
says. This would force her kids Anthea, 14, 


Я Paolo, 9, and Beatrice, 7, to miss school and 


stay at home. When she couldn't afford to give 
them Christmas gifts, she would tell the kids 


А that Santa skipped their home so he could give 
Ў gifts to more needy children. 


Instead of feeling sorry for 
themselves, they found ways to be 
happy. 4 / 


"The kids would do crafts, 9 
read books and study,” she says. ; 
Once, on her birthday her 
children surprised her with a 
special gift not sold in any store in 
the world. 


; “They set ир curtains and made a stage іп our 
home. They sang songs for me and performed 
an original theatrical production written by Paolo: 
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with the girls as the actors," she recalls. | 


i 


Her children's knack for making the | 


‘best out of any situation inspired her to $ 


write a story titled "Tight Times.” 


The story became the grand prize 
winner in the 2007 Philippine Board 
on Books for Young People-Salanga 
Prize writing competition. The Е 
Philippine Board оп Books for 
Young People is a group committed 
to the development of children's 
literature in our country. Every 
year, they give the Salanga Prize, 
named after writer and editor 
Alfrredo N. Salanga, to the best 
story for children. 


' Another competition was held to find some- 
one who could illustrate her story. The 
winning illustrator, Sergio Bumatay 
£s III, turned the characters into 
Died ОК? rats, He says that he "thought 
: of things associated with 
poverty, and rats came to my 
mind." Their work is now а: book 

published by Adarna House. 


"Tight Tímes" and other books from 
publishers Adarna House, Vibal-LG&M, and 
Tahanan were launched on July 17 at the 


Cultural Center of the Philippines, in celebration- 


of the National Children's Book Day. The 
National Children's Book Day is held every third 
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Tuesday біре. 
July to commemorate the anniversary Of the 
publication of Jose Rizal's "The Monkey and the 
Turtle" in London. 


LEM 


"We target to publish at least two dozen more 
books this year, but if we can go beyond it we 
will. We want to instill a love for reading among 
kids," says Bea Alegre, subject coordinator of. 
Vibal-LG&M. 


Jeanette says that kids who read become 
more articulate and inquiring. These traits will 
come in handy when they're all grown up, 
making it more likely for them to live happily 
ever after! 
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WELCOME TO МУ CORRAL! 
This is your own special space, where you 
can express your ihoughis and feelings : 
about anything under the sun 

in the form of essays, poems, 

letters and even illustrations! 


Send all contributions to 
ji@inquirer.com.ph, Don’t 
forget to indicate your fuli 
D N name, age and the city where 
yi}, you live. We'll be waiting! 
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This is your own special space, where you 
can express your thoughts and feelings 
about anything under the sun i 
in the form of essays, poems, 
letters and even illustrations! 


Send all contributions to 
fi@inquirer.com.ph. Don't 
forget to indicate your full 

Ay name, age and the city where 
you live. We'll be waiting! 
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Beat the heat 
А YOUNG girl cools off in a’ 


fountain іп Rome as temperatures 

“ p rose to 39 degrees. Celsius. Hot 

HARRY Potter fans from : А е” E A winds and high humidity gripped; 
Fircroft Primary School most of the country. Forecasts say the 
receive Harry Potter stamps temperatures will stay the same in the 

| е gh, coming days, and electricity demand 


The new Harry Potter кош 
stamps went on sale for the 
| very first time on July 17 
with Britain's Royal Mail 
receiving over 300,000 
pre-orders. AFP 


4 Coco 
VISITORS of the Cagsawa 
Ruins in Barangay Busay, Daraga, 
Albay would have to cross this 
improvised bridge made of 
coconut trunks, At the foot of the 
bridge is a plea for donations. The 
road leading to the historical site 
was destroyed by supertyphoon 
“Reming” on November last year. 
Niño Jesus Orbeta/Inquirer f Meltdown. 


онигор WITH the world warming ир, icebergs like this one іп Kulusuk Вау, 


eastern Greenland are melting. The melting of the Greenland ice cap 

and its effect on the area around Greenland is one of the more 

" immediate effects of climate change. 
| We remember 
| SEVENTEEN years 


ago, an earthquake 
shook Luzon, Baguio 
was one of the cities 
severely affected, In 
memory of all those 
who died on July 16, 
1990, Baguio City 
Mayor Reinaldo 
Bautista Jr. releases a 
float of flowers and 
candles at Burnham . 
Lake. Elmer Kristian 
Dauigoy/Inquirer 
Northern Luzon 
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е PARENTS NEED МОТ WORRY ABOUT THEIR KIDS SPENDING too | 


Hi 
| Leapster i is a handheld gaming system m familiar video gaming ' 


x much time on electronic games with the much-awaited introduction of 
; ће Leapster Learning Game System by LeapFrog, the makers of the 
Е leading electronic learning devices for kids. : 


a || ets and more importantly, a built-in learning component. Since 


i games.make use. of familiar TV personalities such. as SpongeBob: 


` Squarepants, Thomas the Tank Engine and Dora the Explorer; and 


`3 movie characters like Nemo, Cinderella, Ariel (The Little Mermaid), 


a „more, 


and Batman, kids will not only be entertained but will get to learn and 
reinforce skills in reading, math, critical thinking, vocabulary and 


id 


Leapster game system hasa 2 Ya- inch touch screen big enough for 

gaming activities and its 6-by-4-inch size perfectly fits 

&. little hands of kids aged 4 to 10 years. It has a stylus 

Ў % pen for drawing, selecting tools and settings and 
1. dragging and placing objects. 


Ж ? The Leapster requires the purchase of 
, additional cartridges to de its ede 


,create cool art and баен 


interactive videos that feature , their. 

favorite characters’ including Bratz, Cars and The 

Incredibles. Characters for these titles аге appropriately matched. to 
the maturity of the targeted: grade level from pre-K through 4th 
grade. 


Designed for purposeful edutainment on the go whether it’s a quick 
game on the bus ride to school or hours of playtime during vacation ,, 
travel, every purchase of the Leapster Learning Game System from 
August 1 to 31, 2007 comes with a free Leapster carry-it-all 
backpack. . 

Also available is the Leapster TV Learning System for kids from 3 ~ 
to 8 years old, an educational game console that connects to the TV 
and works with the entire library of Leapster games that has an easy- 
to-use joystick, stylus and touch pad to help develop important writing 
е fine motor skills. 


Email your answer to ji@inguirer. 5 
com.ph on or before July 25. Don't | 
forget to write your full пате, age, 
1 contact numbers and address! 


1 

| Ten lucky JI readers will win а 

| set of cool “Ratatouille” goodies— 
a stationery set, maze, and 
memo pad! The winners will be 
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Zoo-000 Good and Different 


If he had his way, Avilon Zoo administrator Jake Gaw would set the 
animals free. Humans, he says, are the greatest risks they face 


T ALL started with a 4-year- 
old boy's love for farm 
animals. 


Jake Gaw recalls that growing 
up, he always looked forward 
to visiting his grandfather's 
farm in Manila so he could 
play with the goats, cows, 
pigs and chickens. 


As he grew older, his interest 

in animals took a more exotic 

turn. He eventually owned 

and raised arapaima (a 

freshwater fish native to South 

America), eagles, lions, 

macaques, and pythons, all in the confines 
of his home. 


It was not until he owned a lion—which he 
named lo—that he saw the need for a 
more expansive home for his growing 
menagerie. He ended up purchasing a 7.5- 
hectare patch of land in Rodriguez, Rizal, 
which became the new home for lo and the 
rest of Gaw's pets. 


Named Avilon—a combination of the 
French words Aves (birds) and Lon 
(land)—the place was later transformed 
into a wildlife sanctuary. Although Avilon 
literally means "land of the birds," it 
expanded into a zoo in 1995 and is now 
owned by the Avilon Wildlife Conservation 
Foundation Inc. As the Avilon Montalban 
Zoological Park, it has also become the 
largest zoo in the country. 


A member of the Southeast Asian Zoo 
Association, it has one of the most diverse 
representations of flora and fauna in the 
region. According to its website 
www.avilonzoo.com.ph, the zoo is now 
home to 3,000 specimens of exotic and 
endemic animals representing more than 
600 species of birds, mammals, reptiles, 
fishes and invertebrates, and close to 400 
species of plants, 50 percent of which are 
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PDI Photos 


` endemic to the Philippines. 


Gaw, now 51, says Avilon was once 
featured in National Geographic for its first- 
ever documented breeding of the 
endangered Gray's monitor lizard 
(bayawak), a species found only in this 
country. Avilon, he adds, was also the first 
to breed the Palawan Stink Badger in 
captivity. The animal is so rare only a few 
people have actually seen the creature in 


By Tessa Salazar 


the wild, let alone witness it 
breed. Even veterinarians 
were intrigued by the sight of 
the badger, Gaw recalls. 


Avilon, he adds, can also lay 
claim to be the first in the 
country to have bred a 
leopard in captivity. All of 
these firsts, Gaw stresses, 
have been documented. The 
zoo, he says, is currently 
working on getting giraffes, 

` elephants, hippopotamus and 

і zebras in the near future. 


Aside from the series of firsts, 
the zoo has the distinction of 
i putting animal welfare as its 
priority. Avilon's departments 
—Herpetology and 
Arachnology, Ichthyology, 
j Ornithology, Mammalogy, the 
3 Wildlife Nursery and Rearing, 
: Veterinary Medicine and 
| Quarantine, Laboratory 
| Medicine, Leisure and Recreation, and 
Animal Nutrition Department—and their 
exhibits are geared towards the health and 
' comfort of the animals, according to Сауу. 


For safety reasons as well, Avilon's staff 

and crew do not encourage people to 

touch the animals. Animal enclosures are 

however constructed in a way that would 

maximize visual proximity between humans 
! and animals. 


* The puma, for instance, is separated from 
visitors by steel mesh. There is the 

^. possibility that unattended children could 

poke their tiny fingers into the cage, says 

Gaw. Danger is literally just a foot away, he 

adds. 


So far, Avilon has not encountered any 
animal attacks on humans, says Gaw 
although they've had reports of humans 
causing the animals distress. 

"There were instances when animals were 
hurt by zoo goers. We've also lost certain 
animals because they were fed foreign 
objects. We lost a pair of Toco Toucans 
(because of this)." 


(continued on page 10) 


According to Nielsen Media Research, 

Philippine Daily Inquirer is once again at the very top. 
Thanks, of course to you, our readers for bringing us here. 
Stay with us, we won't let you down. 

To subscribe, call 896-6000. 


Source: Nielsen Media Index 2007 Wave 1. Based оп urban national yesterday broadsheet readers 


А Taste That 
Really Lasts 


Café Juanita is proof positive that 
quality and personality can 
ensure longevity for restaurants 


Whar does it take to make a restaurant 
last over a decade? 


1 pondered this as | sat on my antique chair 
on a busy noonday at Café Juanita in 
Pasig. The restaurant was packed, and 
from the time | sat on my chair another five 
parties of four or more had come in to 
replace the two that had gone, and two 
more came in a little later. At 2:30 p.m., as 
we ended our тегі, yet another group 
arrived. | was really impressed. How does 
a restaurant that's out of the way, which 
has gained a reputation not by regular 
advertising but by word of mouth, enjoy 
such a following? 


The couple beside me, obviously first- 
limers, were apparently enamored by the 
ambience. Indeed, guests are usually 
taken at first sight by the rustic escape that 
Juanita offers. A step inside feels like a fall 
down the rabbit hole into Wonderland: you 
can't quite place where you are. You may 
Sit on a Spanish gallinera or on a hand- 
carved Filipino chair, peer at the silverware 
collection near the banister that leads to 
the second floor; play "name that dog" 
using the ceramic dog collection on the 
window (that's not a misprint—the dogs are 
actually atop, not beside, the stained glass 
window that has been placed inside the 
building's real windows); play the piano in 
the second room of the long restaurant; or 
appreciate the Chinese vase that adds 
character to the section that holds the 
likewise antique air conditioner. It almost 
looks confused, like the owner went on a 
trip around Asia, bought a souvenir from 
each country and housed everything in 
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Juanita. But somehow, like a Sarah Jessica 
Parker outfit, the eccentricity is pardonable 
if not fashionable, and the confusion 
becomes charming. | mean, no one would 
ordinarily pair velvet blood-red shoes with a 
purple dress and turquoise accessories. 
But when Sarah Jessica struts it down the 
red carpet with a smile as bold as Sumatra 
coffee, you must admit it wows the wits out 
of you in spite of the eccentricity of it all, 
and you just love her. Same with Juanita. 
You're drawn in, and then the magic starts. 


Café Juanita is owned by Dr. Boy Vazquez. 
a doctor turned restaurateur. He promised 
his mother that he would open a restaurant 
in her name and fulfilled that promise. With 
roots from Nueva Ecija and Pampanga, it's 
no wonder the doctor has that magic touch 
with food. The menu is entirely his, a menu 
that was born simply by cooking for friends 
until he was inspired to turn hobby into 
profession. He says he likes to offer 
comfort food that is “updated and classy.” 


The words ring a bell on my third visit, 
when | order the most classic of the classic 
Filipino comfort foods: adobo. Instead of 


Text and photographs by Margaux Salcedo 


Charming: Café Juanita's interior at 
left, and the two-way Pork Adobo Ribs 


the usual chicken or pork in a bowl, 
Juanita's adobo is presented elegantly on a 
plate and crowned with adobo flakes. 
Called the Two-Way Pork Adobo Ribs, it is 
a refreshing take on the classic favorite, 
and the flavor is not compromised by the 
presentation, as the pork is marvelously 
Soft, drowned in the soy sauce-sweet and 
vinegar-sour taste of homemade adobo. 
Same kudos go to the Kare-Kare ni 
Juanita. This was presented more 
traditionally, in a bowl, as one would at 
home, but the flavors are particularly 
exposed that | dare say Juanita's kare-kare 
is better than at other Filipino restaurants. 
It's simple but hits the nail on the head. 


Indeed, the strength of Café Juanita is in 
its classic cuisine. Their bagnet (crispy 
fried pork belly), presented with a salad of 
fresh tomatoes, and bagoong (shrimp 
paste) are also highly recommendable. 
These classic Filipino dishes "updated and 
made classy" complement the ambiance to 
complete the Café Juanita experience. 
Were it not for these tried and tested 
traditional recipes, Juanita would have far 
fewer visitors than the throngs of 
customers it still proudly boasts of today. 
The menu is divided into Filipino, Asian 
and Medilerranean cuisines, and the Asian 
and Mediterranean lists run a couple of 
miles behind the Filipino. The sole, for 
instance, would be a disappointing first 
impression, even with its creamy side dip, 
and the Pinoy ratatouille would make many 
а Frenchman sneer at the attempted and 
all too salty impersonation. The Lapu Lapu 
in Tamarind Sauce in the Asian menu may 
be good in the evening with some alcohol, 


(continued on page 10) 
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How to Find that 


Perfect Pet 


What kind of pet suits you? Do you 
have what it takes to become a 
responsible pet owner? 


Is John Grogan's bestselling book "Marley 
& Ме," the author chronicles life with his 
overly energetic pet Marley, a 97-pound 
Labrador Retriever. Although his pet's 
naughty behavior was endearing to the 
author—Marley swallowed a necklace once 
and got kicked out of obedience 
school—the dog turned out to be mentally 
ill, the reason for his erratic ways. 


Funny, endearing and now famous Marley 
won't pass as the perfect family pet though, 
according to experts at the Bio Research 
pet shop park in Parafiaque. In choosing 
the right pet, a dog or a cat in particular, it's 
important to consider the temperament or 
mental state of the animal, says Richard 
Limon of Bio Research. Like humans, 
animals do have mental, behavioral and 
health problems. 


One should first do a background check on 
the animal, tracing the family line of the 
breed and getting information from its 
breeder with regard to its parents’ behavior 
patterns or health problems, says Limon, 
because these are passed on from parents 
to litler. 


Charlene Ang, also of Bio Research, notes 
that there are breeds whose temperament 
and nature are particularly suitable to 
families with small children. Small breeds 
or toy dogs such as the chihuahua, shih 
tzu, Maltese, Pekingese, Yorkshire terrier, 
poodle and chow chow normally have 
pleasant temperaments that make it safe 
for children to play with them. 


One should also consider whether his or 
her lifestyle complements the animal's 
“lifestyle” as well, Ang adds. “Before getting 
a pet dog, consider your lifestyle and the 
characteristic of the animal you fancy. If 


Fish or feline: Parents 
should find out what pet 
best suits their home; 
(right) 1-2-3 is a resident ` 
of the PAWS Animal 
Rehabilitation Center 


you are a very busy person and you get a 
retriever that requires regular exercise, 
there's going to be a problem because you 
might not have the time for this. A retriever 
with no exercise will become obese and 
will have bone problems in the future." 


Ang says children who go to pet shops 
often fancy dogs as pets. "A puppy is the 
number one choice of children, but 
because dogs are expensive they usually 
settle for the so-called ‘pocket pets,’ which 
are easier to care for." 


Pocket pets or small pets, whose price 
starts from P20, include a variety of 
hamsters (roborovski, teddy hamster, 
siberian and Japanese blue hamster), mini 
kangaroos, and rabbits. Ang says a 
popular pet for girls in the United States is 
the mini kangaroo, which doesn't bite or 
scratch and is considered the "most 
hygienic rodent." Hamsters are also 
popular because they're cute, cuddly and 
do tricks children love to watch. 
Roborovsky hamsters are the most 
entertaining as they can ride the small 
cartwheel often found in pet cages. 


As for rabbits, the local ones in particular 
tend to grow bigger than a cat and are not 
recommended for children. However, an 


By Raquel P. Gomez 


imported breed, the Netherland Dwarf, is 
perfect for kids, says Ang. It's small and 
compact, comes in different colors and is 
highly trainable. "You can train them to 
walk on a leash and have them walk in the 
park like you would a dog." 


Ang says owning and caring for pets instill 
in children the values of responsibility, 
patience, and an understanding and love of 
animals. Pet preference may depend on 
gender. Women often prefer small dogs. 
cats and parrots because they're usually 
cute, cuddly, furry and affectionate 
creatures. Men, on the other hand, go for 
muscular, stocky, rare, fierce-looking, and 
non-interacting types, like big dogs, homing 
pigeons, roosters, snakes, iguana and fish. 


Limon.says pet ownership falls into four 
levels: beginners, regular hobbyists, 
matured hobbyists, and advanced 
hobbyists. Mature and advanced hobbyists 
are serious about their pets, often spending 
a lot of money on them. "They're the types 
that would buy a fish worth P500,000. 
They'd even go abroad just to buy an 
expensive and exotic breed, take it back 
home and breed it." 


(continued on page 12) 
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Take Your Dog 
to the Cleaners 


Why grooming is good for your 
pets, your children and your health 


Must love animals, especially dogs. 


That's the first qualification one needs to 
invest in or become part of Manila's 
booming pet grooming business, advises 
veterinarian Michael Kaw, part-owner of 
Animal House, which lists pet grooming as 
one of its services. Animal House started 
business in 1986 and has since put up 14 
franchises in malls and strategic locations 
around Metro Manila. 


"Grooming is not part of the curriculum of 
veterinary medicine," Kaw clarifies. "There 
is a separate training for groomers. 
Grooming is really an add-on service for a 
veterinary clinic and supplies store." 


And lest you think that animal grooming is 
a superfluous preoccupation, Kaw adds: "It 
pays to groom your dogs. When they're not 
properly groomed, their hair gets dirty and 
matted and attracts lice and fleas. Matted 
hair is also a symptom that the animal may 
be ill. To think that children even lie with 
them in bed at night! Some even consider 
their pets as part of the family." Grooming, 
he stresses, leads to a healthy bond 
between man and pet. 


While pet grooming can certainly be done 
by dog lovers with time on their hands, 
Animal House can take care of the hassle 
for a fee. Rate for complete grooming 
starts at P480 per dog, which includes a 
bath, hair trimming, ear cleaning and nail 
clipping. For grooming with no hair trim, 
the starting rate is P340 per dog. 
Grooming without bath but with ear 
cleaning and nail trimming starts at P400. 


The services include the use of different 
shampoos and conditioners for different 
breeds. Some products, for instance, are 
intended for shaggy hair, while others work 
best for poodles with shiny and wavy hair. 


Most Animal House franchises also offer 
nail polishing, tooth-brushing, milk bath 


Е 


: A pooch gets pampered at Animal House 


By Tony M. Maghirang 
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and micro chipping. which entails the 
implant of a permanent identification 
number in the animal. The House also has 
boarding space for sick pets or those in 
need of special care, and is equipped with 
high-tech diagnostic equipment from X- 
rays to ECG. 


With complete grooming, Animal House 
throws in anal sac draining as an extra 
service free of charge. This involves the 
removal of excess dirt and discharge that 
accumulate around the anus, preventing 
the formation of abscess. 


There is no strict regimen on the frequency | 
of visits for grooming, although Dr. Kaw 
suggests that a once a month routine is 
best to maintain the smoothness and 
natural fall of hair. It also takes about a 
month for dog hair to grow back to its 
previous untrimmed length. 


While the Animal House accepts grooming 
for various types of pets, dogs constitute 
80 percent of their clientele, Kaw notes, 
with most of the pets owned by females 
aged 15-45 years. While the clinic won't 
refuse askals (mongrels), toy breeds like 
shih tzus and poodles are the top dogs that 
come in for salon pampering and 
treatment. ) 


То avail themselves of the pet grooming 


services, pet owners must first present 
proof that their pet has been given anti- 
rabies shots. The animal is muzzled during 


k grooming, but owners may help restrain 
their pet—especially those breeds that act 


up in the company of strangers. 


"There are dogs that don't want to be 


| bathed. When they are cleaned, they tend 


to turn their anger on the one taking care 
of them," Kaw reveals. “Іп a grooming 
clinic, that animosity is turned on the 
groomer, not the owner. We provide a kind 
of buffer between owner and pet.” 


At All About Pets Clinic, it's usually the 
family driver who takes the pet along for 
grooming and assists the sole groomer. 
The neighborhood pet salon and clinic is 
located along Scout Borromeo St. at the 
back of the National Bookstore Branch on 
Quezon Ave. The two-year-old clinic has 
been attracting customers from upscale 
villages and condominiums around the 
South Triangle area that extends from 


| Edsa to Timog Avenue in Quezon City. 


Pet groomer Maryjane Ferolino learned the 
skills while working at Horseshoe Pet Clinic 
in San Juan. She moved to All Pets Clinic 
at the request of its owner, Dr. Neil Brula, a 
former co-employee. 


(continued on page 15) 
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Good Dog’ Days for Karylle 


Cuddly shih tzus Kung Fu and Jack brighten the popular young singer-actress' days. Why, one even helped her love life! 


Wa а little imagination, it's easy to 
believe that Karylle knows a thing or two 
about animals. This is, after all, the singer- 
actress who flew high as Alena in "Mulawin 
The Movie" and who swam swiftly as 
Princess Sapphire in Trumpets' "The Little 
Mermaid." 


But the creature dearest to the 26-year-old 
singer-actress' heart is a much-missed shih 
tzu named Chi-chi. "He was my dog when I 
was only 3 or 4," she remembers. "Then 
when we went to Baguio, he ran away." For 
years, Karylle, Ana Karylle Padilla 
Tatlonghari in real life, could not bear to 
take on another dog as a pet. "It made me 
sad to think that Chi-chi would feel bad." 


Four years ago, she finally returned to the 
world of pet owners when she got another 
Shih tzu puppy for her birthday, a gift from 
{һе GMA-7 Sunday variety showcase 
"S.O.P.," on which Karylle is а regular. The 
handsome, irrepressible puppy grew up to 
become a constant companion, dubbed 
Mister Kung Fu Fighter, or simply Kung Fu. 
"Best gift ever," she says. About two years 
ago, Kung Fu and a neighbor's shih tzu 
bore Karylle's second pet, a talented 
charmer named, appropriately enough, 
Capt. Jack Sparrow (guess what movie the 
Tatlongharis saw that week), or simply 
Jack. "I'm so happy to have them because 
they're so funny," she says of her two pets. 


The two dogs now have the run of the 
handsome San Juan townhouse which 
Karylle shares with her father, retired 
dentist Modesto Tatlonghari, and Sleep in 
Karylle's room. But Karylle hasn't forgotten 
Chi-chi completely. "I was so faithful to that 
dog that | always called him "Тһе Cutest 
Dog in the World," she explains. "So | can 
never call (Kung Fu and Jack) 'The Cutest 
Dogs in the World." 


She unabashedly adores the dogs all the 
Same, as one can see from her indelible 


= 
NDA. 


ы 


smile, which grows steadily wider when 
she's goofing around with the shih tzus. 
Like their owner, the dogs are perky, smart 
and know how to hold a pose for the 
camera. It's uncanny how Kung Fu and 
Jack will sit by themselves on a couch or a 
chair and hold still, looking straight at the 
lens, waiting for the flash. They get lots of 
practice from the constant camera work of 


; Karylle's doting dad, who trails after them 


with a digital camera. 


"I had а dog of my own growing up," the 
elder Tatlonghari says. Karylle adds that 


, her mom, singer Zsa Zsa Padilla, also had 
| lots of animals around despite her 


allergies. "My lolo had chickens as pets," 
she adds. "We're really an animal-loving 
family." Karylle took very well to the dogs 
and, though she doesn't dislike cats, really 
prefer dogs as companions. "Dogs will just 
love you," she notes. 


The pets аге part of Karylle's life away from 
her carefully planned career. She is 
currently immersed in the indie movie 
"Ligaw Liham," where she not only appears 
and sings the theme song, but is also 


! handling the marketing chores. "Ligaw 
Liham" unfolds at Cinemalaya 2007 this 
month at the Cultural Center of the 
Philippines. "Everywhere, people are just 
50 excited helping us, doing stuff for free," 
she says, herself having done the movie 
for rights instead of a fee. "Indie films have 
become something that people support, 
and that's a good thing because they 
probably want to keep the movie industry 
interesting or diverse." 


Karylle is also in the process of recording 
her third album. The indie movie's theme 
song, "Minamahal Kita," will be part of that 
album which should be out soon. She has 
also been taking the time to write Filipino 
Songs even as she adds that she writes 
much better on the road and in English. 
"We shot this movie in Bacolod, so | wrote 
one song in Bacolod, and it's really bagay 
(apt) for the movie." Aside from that, 
Karylle appears every Sunday on "S.O.P." 


Karylle's puppies have even played a 
| surprising part in her personal life. Her 


(continued on page 13) 
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By Alya B. Honasan 


‘Hey, pare, Lets Save The Whales’ 


Is animal advocacy simply a trendy 
cause du jour? Or are people 
belatedly realizing that saving animals 
actually means saving ourselves? 


S IT because going vegetarian is so chic? 
Is that World Wildlife Fund panda logo just 
too darn cute? Or do pictures of stray dogs 
being carted off to a Benguet market just 
break your heart? 


The fact is, it's become politically correct, 
fashionable, and downright cool to 
champion animal rights. Animal welfare 
groups now have more donors to tap, but 
also more groups with specific causes to 
"compete" with, whether it's saving the 
whale shark in Donsol or rescuing the 
askal (stray dog) down the road. 


“Тһе politically correct term now is asPin or 
asong Pinoy." points out Anna Hashim 
Cabrera, program director of the Philippine 
Animal Welfare Society (PAWS). 


When Cabrera started volunteering for 
PAWS in 1997, only about ten people 
came to the group's annual pet blessing; 
last year, there were about 250 people and 
400 pets. "When we put up our animal 
shelter in 2000, people said we were 
crazy," she says of PAWS' rehabilitation 
and adoption program for abandoned and 
rescued dogs and cats. "Now our adoption 
rates have soared from less than one 
percent to 50 percent. There is such a 
clamor for 'animal' stories that we actually 
have media calling us up every week for 
either a TV or magazine interview." 


The growing popularity of the cause in the 
country explains "why PETA Asia-Pacific 
came to the Philippines," says Rochelle 
Regodon, campaigns manager for the 
People for the Ethical Treatment of 
Animals (PETA), the largest animal rights 
group in the world. "| think it's all about 
education, and | think that we are a hip 
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People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) Asia-Pacific 
817-5292 * 0919-5318314 (cell) * Pilipinas@peta.org 


PETA pushes for animal rights 


cause because we're honest and we 
present things in a direct, easy-to- 
understand, and sometimes even fun and 
| exciting мау.” 


It has helped that environmental issues like 
global warming and the threatened 
extinction of charismatic species like tigers 
and polar bears have been the stuff of 
news, the topic of discussion, and the 
subject of scientific research reported in 


mainstream media. Regodon credits the 
Internet for making people so much more 
aware of what's happening. "The groups 
that we're fighting against (among them the 
meat and dairy industries and cosmetics 
companies that test their products on 
animals) have the economic power to spin 
their image with high-budget ad 
campaigns, and it's very difficult for a 

| charity to combat that message. The 

| Internet has made our message easily 


accessible to people. Іп addition to 
advancements in technology, more people 
have become educated about animal 
suffering in general. Twenty years ago, 
people didn't think that fish could feel pain, 
but now we know that they do. Ten years 
ago, people didn't think that being 
vegetarian was healthy, but now people 
know it's one of the best things you can do 
for your health.” 


Which is not to say that everybody is 
getting it right, of course, just like it is 
wrong to assume everyone who owns a 
dog, for example, knows how to take care 
of it. “People come up to me all the time 
and say, ‘You're from PAWS? | love 
dogs!'—and then they want a shelter 
animal to breed their dogs with," Cabrera 
Says. 


Animal overpopulation is a serious 
problem, and the spaying and neutering of 
pets is a main battle cry of PAWS. "It's for 
your pet's own well-being, and your 
contribution to society, that your pet will not 
add to the number of unwanted animals 
out there," Cabrera says. Yes, even if you 
can afford it, or you think a particular breed 
is cute, or it's worth a lot of money, or 
makes for a fabulous accessory, like Paris 
Hilton's Chihuahua. 


But it's still a bit of a stretch from simply 
feeling sorry for the poor dead whale, to 
taking concrete steps to understanding the 
problem and contributing to its solution—a 
solution that doesn't have to mean 
excluding one interest in favor of the other. 
"There are a few who understand the 
important ecological role of wild 
populations of whales, turtles, or dugongs, 
for instance," says Lory Tan, President of 
WWF Philippines. "However, | believe that 
it may still be an emotional thing for the 
greater majority of Filipinos. When we 
discuss natural resource management with 
communities, sometimes we still get the 
response, 'What is more important? People 
or whales?' This is very revealing." 


"I think that Pinoys are no different from the 
rest of the world: there are those who get it 
right away, and those who have to be 
educated," says Regodon. "There are 
Some who don't see the suffering of the 
animals around them, and there are others 
who do." 


In a country where people like their adobo, 
one of PETA's biggest hurdles is working 
against preconceived notions of what an 
"animal rights activist" or even a 
"vegetarian" is. "But stereotypes are just 
that: stereotypes. Being vegetarian and 


| caring about animals has nothing to do 


with politics—it's just about compassion for 
animals. PETA does not subscribe to the 
belief that caring for animals is just for the 
poor or the wealthy, the educated or the 
uneducated. Compassion for animals is 
universally understood." 


That's why both Regodon and Cabrera 
would like to see more spaying and 
neutering of animals. "And less eating of 
them," Regodon adds. "We would like 
people to think about how their actions 
affect others." Also, Cabrera warns against 
establishments "that claim to be pro- 
preservation, pro-environment, but are 
actually doing more harm than good for 
animal welfare"—such as popular animal 
shows whose main stars are getting sick 
апа dying. ` 
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In line with WWF Philippines’ main thrust of : 


marine mammal conservation, Tan is 
aspiring for a better understanding of 
symbiotic relationships, and how people 
and animals can co-exist sustainably. “I'd 
like to see a more widespread 
understanding of wild populations and 
marine mammals. For example, how to 
maintain the health and productivity of fish 
stocks, on which 40 million Filipinos 
depend as their source of protein." 


Though not all Pinoys might realize it just 
yet, the bottom line is that fighting for 
animal welfare is now less a matter of 
sympathy than survival. “Animal welfare is 
not forcing people to ‘like’ animals,” says 


' Cabrera. “Animal welfare is not even about 


animals per se, but teaching people to 


‚ respect and value all forms of life." 


And that, definitely, includes our own. * 
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1:1: Are you committed? "Having a pet is 

1 like having a child," says PAWS’ Anna 

| Hashim-Cabrera. “You cannot give up on 

| your child when difficulties come." Unless £ 

| you're planning to entrust the pet to the 
househelp, keep the poor thing in a cage, 

i or tie it to the gate (in which case | 

' strongly exhort you to get a pet rock 

| instead), be ready to change your 

| life—your lifestyle, your sleeping habits, 

even your priorities. A pet is a living thing, 

; andis not something you can dump in the * 

i garage when you tire of it. Trust me, 4 

v though, this could be one of the best 

investments in your happiness that you 

could ever make. 


i 

| 

| 2. Do you have the space? If you live ina | 
, Small apartment, unless you make time for $ 
| daily exercise, it would be downright cruel } 
| to keep a big dog like a German Shepherd 3 
" or Labrador, which requires room to run 4 
ү and play and can do serious damage in 
| confined spaces. Be realistic about what ` 
i kind of pet you can accommodate. 


| 3. Do you have the time? Do you work 12- i 
|. hour days, take frequent trips out of town, 
| end like late nights out with friends? Then 
j unless there's somebody who stays home 3 
| 
| 


(continued on page 12 
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200-ооо Good and Different (from page 2) 


Avilon as modern-day Noah's ark: Exotic 
avians flourish amid the natural setting 
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Most disturbing was the incident involving 
the Malayan tapir. “The animal fell terribly 
sick because somebody threw a softdrink 
can into his саде," Gaw recalls. 
“Apparently the animal started chewing on 
it and ingested certain parts of the 
aluminum, causing it to vomit.” 


These incidents always drive Jake to 
pursue his second priority for Avilon, which 
is education. “Zoos are definitely areas of 
recreation. But on top of that, we want zoo 
goers to get to know the animals because 
our philosophy is: You cannot conserve 
anything that you don't value. And you will 
not value anything that you're ignorant of.” 


And so, all along the zoo's walkways аге 
noticeable billboards displaying the 
scientific names and brief backgrounders 
on the animals. “We want (people) to get to 
know the animals," says Gaw. "You won't 
kill a cobra because (you know) it has its 
own place in the scheme of nature.” 


Which brings us to Avilon's third thrust: 
conservation. The conservation factor, Gaw 
discloses, is more "in house." "We conduct 
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our own breeding programs.” Public 
participation in this field comes from grants 
and subsidies from foundations, he notes. 
“So far that hasn't happened yet.” 


Gaw is also seriously considering habitat 
preservation. What he envisions ultimately 
is to have the animals roaming freely again 
without the confining presence and 
supervision of their human caretakers. 


"If funds allow, I'd like to purchase tracts of 
land where these animals can live and 
where human beings would be off limits. 


Maybe people can just watch and take 
photographs." • 


12-14: Average life span of dogs in years 
9-15: Average life span of cats in years 
5-10: Average life span of goldfish in years 


$8.6 billion: Amount of money spent on 
pets in Japan in 2005 


23 million: Number of pet dogs and cats 
owned by Japanese families in 2006 


13 million: Estimated number of dogs and 
cats in the United Kingdom 
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A Taste That Really Lasts (from page 4) 


Comfort 
indeed: 

- Cassava cake 
with sprinkled 
cheese 


as its bones are deep fried to a crisp. But 
the creativity involved in carving out 
nuggets was all at the expense of losing 
the delectable taste of the fish to the batter 
that covered it. 


Nevertheless, credit must be given to the 
restaurant, not only for sheer longevity, but 
for maintaining its character and credibility 
for good Filipino comfort food. | 
appreciated my meal with fresh buko juice, 
straight out of the husk, and succumbed to 
the cassava cake with sprinkled cheese. 


Watching the crowd at Juanita on my last 
visit, | can't help being amazed. There is а 
party of eight ladies leaving the inner room, 
and they stop to inspect the antiques, also 
for sale, that they pass on their way out. 
They chitchat happily as they check out the 
various intricate items on display. 


The secret of Juanita's longevity, | am now 
certain, is that Café Juanita is true to itself. 
It is unabashedly eclectic, yet at the same 
lime welcoming. It is worldly-wise yet 
proudly Filipino. It's like a trip to the home 
of a favorite aunt, whom you thought was 
weird back in high school, but whom you 
grew to love more and more as you grew 
older, and to whose dining table you 
continue to come back, again and again. 
And yet again. • 


Café Juanita is located at No. 2 United cor. 
West Capitol, Bo. Kapitolyo, Pasig City. Tel. 
632-0357. 
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13,000: Total number of calls and e-mails 
that the People for Ethical Treatment of 
Animals (PETA) USA responded to 
regarding cruelty to animals in 2006 


55,000: Estimated number of deaths from 
rabies reported annually worldwide 


50 million: Estimated number of dogs 
vaccinated yearly for rabies 


Compiled by Kate Pedroso, Inquirer 
Research 


Sources: BBC.co.uk, Inquirer Archives, PETA.org, 
the World Health Organization website 
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FEATURE 


Where the Wild 
Things Are 


Find them inside custom-made vests, 
tucked between pants and brassiere in 
check-in luggage, or drugged and 
folded in hidden pockets. Couriers 
engaged in the lucrative but illegal 
trade of endangered animals have 
become more wily and inventive to 
elude the law 


THEIR main appeal apparently lies in their 
rarity, in the bragging rights they bestow on 
their owners by the mere fact that not 
everyone has the means, the gumption, 
perhaps even the connections to transport 
them from the wilds where they belong, to 
а more domestic setting. 


The usual pets—dogs, cats, birds, rabbits, 
goldfish and turtles—have become too 
common for some hobbyists who prefer 
more exotic finds. Reptiles like snakes and 
iguanas, parrots and mynah birds as well 
as rodents and amphibians top the list of 
the favored rarities among collectors. The 
Philippine talking mynah, famous for its 
vocal skills, and the Philippine eagle, 
considered опе of the largest, most 
powerful and rarest birds in the world, are 
two of the priciest wildlife targets in the 
country. 


Big time collectors also relish owning a 
tamaraw, the warthog (baboy ramo), flying 
lemur, and Calamian deer—all endangered 
species found only in Philippine forests. 
Most collectors are willing to go to great 
lengths to own such animals, buying them 
from private suppliers and smuggling them 
out through couriers. The demand for 
illegal wildlife is so great that exotic pets 
have now become the third most widely 
smuggled goods, after drugs and weapons. 
The Interpol estimates the trade to be 


By Mio de la Cruz 


Photographs by Bing Gonzales, Inquirer Mindanao Bureau 


worth more than $10 billion annually. 


But Josie de Leon, chief of Wildlife 
Regulation and the national focal person of 
the Wildlife Enforcement of the Protected | 
Areas and Wildlife Bureau (PAWB) of the 
Department of Natural Resources, warns 
against indulging in this expensive hobby. 
"Anyone who keeps 'vulnerable, 
endangered, and critically endangered' 
wildlife animals without the necessary 
permits will be fined up to P5 million and/or 
imprisoned up to 12 years," she says. 
"Even if the animals do not belong to any 
of the above categories, their unauthorized 
hunting, trading and acquisition still carry 
certain penalties, including fines and 
imprisonment." 


Under the new Philippine Wildlife Act 
passed in 2001, anyone caught hunting, 
trading and keeping in captivity critically 
endangered species like the Philippine 
monkey-eating eagle and tamaraw is 
subject to a hefty fine and a long prison 
lerm. Similarly, those found trading or 
keeping uncategorized wildlife without 


permits are subject to less stringent 
punishment. 


More than the prison term and the fine, 
however, De Leon stresses that we need 
“to conserve and protect our wild life 
species and their habitats to promote 
ecological balance and enhance biological 
diversity." 


Despite the law and the ecological threat 
posed by illicit pet trading, the trade 
continues to flourish. Cartimar in Pasay, 
Arranque in Sta. Cruz, Manila, as well as 
other pet shops in the Metro continue to 
sell pets from the wilds almost with 
impunity, usually using middlemen who 
broker transactions in whispers. In 
suburban areas, it is not unusual to see 
men hailing private cars and pointing to a 
wild bird perched on their arms, or tethered 
to a cage nearby. While pet shop owners 
no longer display rare and exotic birds 
among their wares for fear of being raided 


(continued on page 13) 
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Sudoku is а number-placing puzzle based оп а 9х9 grid with 
several given numbers. The object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 
in the empty squares so that each row, each column and each 
3x3 box contains the same number only once. The difficulty level 
ol the Conceplis Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 


SUDOKU 


Conceptis Sudoku 


by Dave Green 


Answer to previous puzzle 


і 674(159 
А 895/27 3| 
{ 3 12]|4 6 8j 

239(586) 
Ё 75 819 14|: 
ғ 461|827) 
E 546]|79 1| 
E 9 2 3/8 4 5| 
2 187|632) 

Difficulty Level ЖЖ 
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to care for the pet, it's highly unlikely you'd 
make a good pet owner. Demands on your 
time include trips to the vet, taking walks, 
waking up to let the dog poo outdoors, and 
general attention and bonding time. 
Otherwise, a dog will feel lonely and 
bored—and can become destructive. 


4. Do you have the money? A pet can be 
expensive to maintain, especially if you 
want to give it the best of care. A good 20- 
kilogram bag of dog food can cost upwards 
of P1,000, and a big dog like a Labrador 
can easily wolf down half a kilo of dog food 
a day. Then there are vet bills, annual 
vaccinations, shampoo, flea and 
heartworm medicine. As with everything in 
life, you could cut corners, but you might 
be compromising the animal's health. Don't 
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get a pet if it will dent your finances. 


5. Can you handle the mess? Are you a 
clean freak who gets upset by dirt or won't 
abide by hair on the sofa? Then get a 
fortune plant. Allergies are less of a 
problem, as some breeds like Bichon 


| Frisés and poodles are actually 
; hypoallergenic—that is, their fur won't 


make you sneeze. But you shouldn't mind 


| getling licked, shouldn't squirm at the sight 
| Of poo, and shouldn't always worry about a 
| dog being “dirty,” because when properly 


cared for, they can be cleaner than some 
people! 


| 6. Сап you handle the responsibility? As 


Cabrera says, "You can't force anyone to 
‘like’ animals." In other words, you and 
your pet will be living in an imperfect world 
where many unenlightened people still 
think dogs are scary or filthy. Be ready to 
manage your pet, keep it under control, 
clean up after it, and spay or neuter it to 
help curb animal overpopulation. In line 
with this.. 


7. Would you consider adopting? Before 
you go shopping for a dog, remember that 
there are already dozens of sweet, 
wonderful asPin out there that could use a 
home. Visit the animal rehabilitation center 
of the Philippine Animal Welfare Society 
(PAWS) in Quezon City, tel. no 475-1688 
www.paws.org.ph, philpaws@yahoo.com. 
The dog of your dreams may already be 
waiting for you. Alya В. Honasan 


How to Find that Perfect Pet (from pane ^1 


Pets and owners сап be like birds of the Я 


same feather 
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Limon says first lime pet owners or 
beginners should see pet ownership as 
Similar to owning and operating a business. 
"Think about land, labor and capital. If you 
have Ihe area for a pet, then you can 
decide what kind of dog to get. As for labor, 
think of it as having the time to groom or 
walk your dog. Then ask yourself, do you 
have the capital or the budget not only to 
buy the dog, but to feed and take éare of it 
for the rest.of its life?" He cautions: “If 
you're not sure you have the time and the 
Capacity to take care of a pet, then don't 
get one.” + 
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by wildlife enforcers, they have not stopped 
selling to private pet collectors whom they 
service through home delivery. 


The Philippines is reputed to be a major 
link in the illegal global trade in wildlife that, 
many believe, is controlled by organized 
crime syndicates who use couriers to 
transport exolic pets. Big-time pet traders 
continue to defy authorities and use 
various strategies to conceal their 
activilies. Just recently, a suitcase 
containing 50 monitor lizards, 39 cobras, 
two iguanas, and 24 vipers individually 
packed іп боШев was intercepted al a 
baggage check-in counter at the Ninoy 
Aquino International Airport. The luggage 
belonged to a woman who was about to 
board a Philippine Airlines flight to 
Bangkok. 


‘Good = Days for "in (from nage 71 


A pet shop owner in Arranque points out 
though that transporting contraband pets 
using airplanes is no longer a viable option 
for big-time traders, especially not after the 
9/11 bombing incident that compelled 
airport authorities to use more 
sophisticaled surveillance equipment and 
x-ray machines. What traders do is use a 
middleman who would then arrange for a 
courier to deliver rare and even common 
birds' eggs using a custom-made vest or 
container with rows of tiny pockets 


31 securely tucked between bras and pants in 


the check-in luggage. For doing this, 
couriers get a free international flight, 
somelimes with spending money on the 
side. 


If the eggs make il to their destination 
alive, they arethen hatched and distributed 
to private collectors in the United States, 
the Middle East, Canada, Europe, or Japan 
where the birds can fetch significantly 
higher prices. If the couriers are 
discovered, they are instructed by their 
principal to smash all the eggs to stop 
authorities from determining the species of 
the crushed eggs. However, DNA testing 
can reveal the identities of the species. If 
they are endangered, the courier could 
face up to P5 million in fines or 12 years' 
imprisonment. 


De Leon admits that the DENR faces a 
gargantuan task in deterring the illegal 
practice. "We lack the necessary personnel 


boyfriend, actor Dingdong Dantes, didn't 
like dogs at all before they started dating, 
she reveals. "The first time | felt | could 
really love him was when he hugged Kung 
Fu," she says with a smile. "Wow." Now, 
Dantes has his own dog, a Siberian Husky 
named Jack Strider (from "The Lord of the 
Rings" trilogy, of course). 


Karylle loves talking about her pets, 
sharing such details as how much they 
enjoy walking around Serendra and 
Greenhills. "When Jack was a baby, he 
was so ugly,” she says with a laugh. "As in, 
he looked like a ral." She adds that Jack 
seems to have compensated by learning 
all these tricks. Additionally, he grew up to 
become a handsome dog. "Sometimes | 
like calling him 'Jackie Chan' just so he fits 
in with Kung Fu. And he's makarinyo 
(affectionate)." 


Kung Fu, on the other hand, is so friendly 
that when Karylle's dad brings the dog to 
coffee shops, the dog immediately gets 


to monitor all points of entry to the 
Philippines," she explains. "We do not even 
have enough staff to post a permanent 
monitoring team in known hotspots like 
Cartimar and Arranque, but we are doing 
the best we can with the limited resources 
that we have." 


The woman in charge of wildlife 
enforcement believes that the battle to 
save the country's dwindling natural fauna 
resource is a communily responsibility. 
"Palawan has a higher level of 
consciousness to protect the environment 
because its local government unit is 
actively showing the lead," she notes. "If 
the rest of the country would have the 
same level of awareness as Palawan, then 
| think the problem of illicit pet trading 
would become less formidable." 


Children, adds De Leon, "should be told 
how to responsibly care for their pets, to 
see them not as playthings with neither 
feelings nor rights. They should be made 
aware of the importance of wildlife in the 
total scheme of the environment, its role in 
reforestation and pollination, and its 
function in sustaining life." 


Otherwise, pets become nothing more than 
a commodity consigned to the law of 
supply and demand, resigned to extinction, 
and, God forbid, stuffed like dinosaurs in 
the museum of natural history. * 


pampered with free saucers of milk. "I think 
he's really popular," Karylle says. “It's like 
people would be trying to pick him up if he 
were human. They want his offspring." 
Kung Fu, who has appeared in a couple of 
fashion shows, has also declared the 
quaint, brightly colored spherical chairs in 
the living room as his personal space. 


Karylle has found herself learning a thing 
or two from her pets as well. She and Kung 
Fu help out the Philippine Animal Welfare 
Society or PAWS. "My thinking is that if 
animals can do nice things for other 
animals, why not people?" she explains. 
She'd certainly like to add more shih tzus 
to the mix. "I'm trying to find Jack a 
girlfriend," the proud dog owner, 
announces. "Paging lady shih tzus. He 
really needs a girlfriend." • 


For more information about Karylle, log on 
to www.karylle.com. For more information 
about the movie "Ligaw Liham,” log on to 
www.ligawliham.com. 
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Power to Pinoy Books 


THE fat sofa beckons and so do the multi- 
colored burlap lamps. But that's not why 
readers linger and feel cozy at the newly 
opened Powerbooks branch at the Trinoma 
mall in Quezon City. The branch, 
Powerbooks' ninth in 11 years, is home to 
the store's most extensive collection of 
Phlippine titles that range from fiction to 
lifestyle, history, business and children's 
literature. 


"When we looked at our sales pattern," 
reveals Gwenn Galvez, marketing officer of 
Anvil Publishing, "we noticed that it is in the | 
North Triangle and Quezon Ave. areas that 
local titles and authors rule. It must be 
because of the schools clustered there that 
use these Filipino publications as required 
or supplementary readings." 


With that demographics in mind, 
Powerbooks invited prolific author and 
National Artist for Literature Bienvenido 
Lumbera, "Pugad Baboy" creator Pol 
Medina, Jr., award-winning chicklit author 
Tara FT Sering, and TV host and children's 
book writer Tintin Bersola to grace its 
Trinoma branch opening. National 
Bookstore matriarch Socorro "Nanay 
Coring" Ramos was also on hand to share 
her experiences about selling books to 
Filipinos who, observers note, are not the 
most enthusiastic book readers around. 

| 
Judging from the crowd that feasted on the 
bookstore's sumptuous offering of Filipino 
titles, that perception just might be due for 
a change soon. * | 
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Local literati: Medina, Sering, Lumbera, 
“Nanay” Coring, Bersola and GM Gabby 
Licauco 
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Vessels as workshop subjects at Ayala 
Museum 


Going to Pot 


IF you fancy yourself an artist with an 
affinity for clay, you might want to check 
out "Japanese Pottery: The Rising 
Generation From Traditional Japanese 
Kilns,” now on exhibit at the Ayala Museum 
until Aug. 5. Works by young artists 
continuing the kiln tradition showcase their 
interpretation of vessels in an attempt to 
capture the nature of Japanese pottery 
today. The exhibition also features a 
workshop-demonstration by Japanese 
potter Toushin Maruyama on July 28 and 
on Aug. 4, at the 3F Classrooms of the 
Ayala Museum, located at Makati Ave. cor. 
Dela Rosa St., Greenbelt Park, Ayala 
Center. Tel. (632) 757-7117 to 21. Or visit 
www.ayalamuseum.org. 


Ed А 
Searching for a happy ending (clockwise 
from top): Julia Abueva, Jamie Wilson 
and Menchu Lauchengco Yulo 


The Prince, the 
Baker’s Wife and 
Little Red Riding 
Hood 


WHAT do you get when you combine the 
well-loved fairy tales of Cinderella, Jack 
and the Beanstalk, Little Red Riding Hood 
and Rapunzel with the tale of a childless 
baker and his wife? The confusion is 
enough to drive you "Into the Woods,” the 
three-time Tony Award-winning musical 
being presented by the New Voice 
Company in November. 


The musical, with music and lyrics by 
Stephen Sondheim, stars Michael Williams, 
Menchu Lauchengco Yulo, Lynn Sherman, 
Jamie Wilson and Julia Abueva, and is 
directed by NVC Associate Artistic Director 
Rito Asilo. 


“Into the Woods” runs from Nov. 9 to Dec. 
8. Show and block buying packages are 
available for fund-raising purposes. For 


' details, call 896-6695, 896-5497, 8990- 


630, or www.newvoicecompany.com. 
Tickets available at the NVC Office or at 
Ticketworld (891-9999). « 


(continued on page 15) 
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This is the (Ultra) 
Life 


THEY'RE your best bets for an active 
social life—chic and stylish mobile phones 
that can do multi-tasking while keeping you 
in touch. Samsung seems to have just this 
in mind when it launched its latest mobile 
phones, the Ultra Edilion 2, at the Rigodon 
Ballroom of the Peninsula Manila. Black 
and white were the motifs as top 
personalities came out to welcome the 
sleek, new Samsung handsets. 


Samsung's Vice President for Mobile 
Phones Charles Choi greeted the crowd 
and introduced the new units. Boasting a 
3-megapixel camera and fast Internet 
connectivity, the range has two sliders, the 
Ultra Edition 10.9 and the Ultra Edition 
12.1, the metallic clamshell Ultra 9.6 and 
the candy bar Ultra Edilion 5.9. For more 
details, visit www.samsung.com.ph. = 


& , when the owner had to help me restrain 


A five-year expert on the trade, Ferolino 
remains cautious: "| love dogs, so I'm really 
having fun in this job. But vicious dogs still 


' Grooming fees at the clinic depend on the 


| charge (о clean, bathe and trim the nails of 


' Ever Ready to Help 


PUTTING its money where its mouth is, 
Eveready recently donated P2 million to | 


| support the La Mesa Watershed, the 
| primary source of drinking water for Metro | 
| Manila. Тһе 2,700-hectare forest and 


reservoir is under the care of ABS-CBN | 
Foundation's Bantay Kalikasan, the only 


| media-based advocacy for the 


environment. 


Saving La Mesa: 
Replanting at the 


Mendoza. The sum will also go to acquire 
motorcycles and long range radio 


| equipment for faster mobilization of rangers 


patrolling the forest; pump sprayers for fire 
fighting; and other necessary equipment 
that can facilitate protecting the area. * 


Twin exhibits 


WOMEN and the cily take center stage 


| With two exhibitions at the National 


The donation will go a long way in the 
rehabilitation of the watershed whose 
greatest adversaries are illegal loggers. 
"People have fought and died for these 
trees," reveals Valerio Mendoza, 
Watershed Management Specialist, who 
adds that La Mesa's battle-scarred rangers 
and staff have been terrorized with threats 
and incidences of rape, murder and 
beheading. 


Eveready's donation will be used to help 
secure the La Mesa perimeter, says 


scare me. They can be unpredictable. We 
haven't turned down a dog for grooming 
yet, although there have been occasions 


her pet." 


breed and size of pets. The minimum 


small breeds like shih tzus and cocker 
spaniels is P460; it's P500 for medium- 
sized ones like a Lhasa apso, P600 for 
large breeds like a Labrador, and P800 for 
extra large canines like a German 
Shepherd or Rottweiler. A special shampoo | 
and conditioner help maintain the shine 
and fall of the dog's coat, while a splash of 
cologne keeps the pet smelling fresh for 
days. 


Museum of the Philippines. "Posing 


| Women: Appearance and Revision" and 


"City Limits: Scenes from the Urban 
Landscape" run until Sept. 15. The two 
exhibitions feature works by Juan Luna, 
Fernando Amorsolo, Vicente Manansala, 
Bencab, Brenda Fajardo, Julie Lluch, 
Salingpusa, Nana Buxani, Kat Palasi and 
Reg Yuson. The exhibitions are on view on 
the ground and fourth floors at the Museum 
of the Filipino People, Finance Road and T. 
Valencia Cricle (former Agrifina) Wed- 
Sunday, 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. For more 


| information, call 527-1219. • 


| Saturday is the busiest day at All About 


Pets Clinic, says Ferolino. Pet owners can 
simply leave the pets in their care while 
they go malling. Then come back in an 
hour to pick up their fully groomed 
"baby"—trimmed, tidy and ready for the car 
ride back home. • 


All About Pets Clinic is located at No. 9 
JRM Bldg., Scout Borromeo St. South 
Triangle, Quezon City Tel: 376-7387. 
Email: info@allaboutpetsclinic.com 
www.allaboutpetsclinic.com 


Animal House New Manila is located at 
727 Aurora Blvd. Quezon City Tel. 726- 
8112, plus 13 other branches in Metro 
Manila. For inquiries, call 723-1840. Email: 
anihouse@skyinet.net; 
www.animalhouse.com.ph 


sundayINOUIRERmaeazin 1 5 


Т get it сой | 
mabuse my hair, | have-to:ma 


